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DELAWARE STATE COLLEGE
Dover, Delaware

Office of the President ' May 22, 1968

Dear Parents:

I regret very much having not been able to get official word
to you earlier concerning the recent temporary closing of Delaware
State College. The pressure under which we have been working during
the unfortunate events of the past week has made it impossible to
have communicated with you earlier.

Please be assured that we are making plans and taking every
available step to protect the best interest of our students and
the continued operation of Delaware State College.

Delaware State College has been temporarily closed by the
Board of Trustees until such time as in their opinion there will
be no further disruption to the College program.

We will further communicate with you to keep you advised of
official actions that may be taken in the future.

Sincerely yours,

Luna I. Mishoe
President
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May 19, 1968

Grossley Hall
Delaware State College
Dever, Delaware: 1990%

Dear Dr,. Mishoe:
As & parent of one ef the gradusting senfors, I am writing you to

express my and I am sure: other parents feelings concerning the can-~
cellation of the 1968 cemmencement exercises. I have heard from

my son and a few other students about the situstionm which exists
at the college. I cannot and will not make Judgement as te with
whom the fault lies, or whether the scheol sheuld have: been clesed,.
I cannot understand how the board ef Trustees and Factuly' could
make @ decesion to let the class of 1968 graduate without a
cemmencement, for beth student and parent, One only graduate from
cellege: once in life, and I am sure your parents were happy and a
dream come true s When you received your degrees, Think ef us in
that way please. I have woerked, prayed, smcrifice and did = let of
vorrying fer this day and te have it taking awsy frem the students

as well as the parents it is g digrace te all ef the people.

The: methers I have spoken teo is heart sick at this heur and I
might add grandmethers: toe,

w}%m%?«/ —

- 1 B, Slaughter
mnk e — o
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May 22, 1968

Mr. Bdward W, Hagemeyer, Chairman
Boards Committee on Student Problems
Delaware State College

Dover, Delaware 199501

Dear Mr. Hagemeyer:

I must be completely honest with you in this letter. I am
one of the, no doubt, hundreds of irate parents of students
enrolled in your school who were put off campus for the
remainder of this term because of the fracas of last Thursday.

I have been patiently and eagerly awaiting some word from
you or your body explaining the indefinite closing of
Delaware State College just two weeks before the end of the
term, and in my daughter's case, final examinations, then
commencement. Until this minute, I have received no informa-
tion from you as I believe I should have, being that we,
Delaware State College and I, are bound in an unwritten
contract. Therefore, I am left with just the news media and
word of mouth. a :

I applaud your calling in the Delaware State Troopers and
National Guard Units to protect life, property, and to restore
oxder, but I honestly feel and believe that I am justly |
perturbed and angry and do not believe thay ynux‘dacision,&o
close the school for the remainder of the term, just two weeks,
was in the best interest of all concerned being that National
Gua:dsn.n and Troopers restored order shortly after their
arrival.

It is opinionated that after the restoration of order and the
leaders of this rebellion severely dealt with that, with
Guardsmen stationed to maintain order as was the case Friday
when I was there to transport ny,duuggznr': belongings to lome,
school for the remaining two weeks should have been re-opened
and thus the term completed.

I fail to believe that the faculty, then the Board of Trustees
pondered the interest of all concerned and believe that their
decision was unwise and unjust because these remaining two
weeks of the texrm when compared to the efforts put forth beth,
financially and academicly, for the complete school year and



Mr. Bdward W. Hagemeyer
Page 2
May 22, 1968

in my case the four (4) complete schools years, these remaining
two weeks seem meager to say the least, being as I said, that
Guardsmen restored and were maintaiping order.

The students who did not participate in Thursday's dilemma have
been cheated out of two weeks of their school term and the

joy of commencement, and we, as parents, have been robbed of
the gleeful experience of seeing twenty-two years of constant -
effort and sacrafice come into bloom at commencement.

I abhor the actions of these students involved, but I afore
stated that, with the maintenance of order by Guardsmen, I
abhor your despicable decision more so because you are the
trained and experienced people involved.

I also realize that there is a two week adjustment or refund
of monies paid to Delaware State College for tuitions, fees,
room and board that is to be considered.
Yours truly,
Z B et
B e 2

william J. Thomas, Jr.

cc Dr. Mishoe
cec Governor Terry
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CLass OF SERVICE ' r’ SYMBOLS N
‘This is a fast message | DL =Day Letter
unless its deferred char- 7 NL=Night Letter
acter is indicated by the W. P. MARSHALL TELE GRA R. W. McFALL
proper symbol. CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD . : PRESIDENT

® -

The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination

__International
LT= Letter Telegram

PAOO4 SSF730 1968 MAY 19 pm 8l 45
[-P WUA246 NL PDF=WILMINGTON DEL 18= '
DR LUNA MISHOE=

PRESIDENTe DELAWARE STATE COLLEGE DOVER DELs=

:DEAR DR MISHOEe WE RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT THE
COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES BE HELD THIS YEAR AS PLANNED WE
WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS OUR COMPLETE CONFIDENCE IN YOUR

ADMINISTRATIONe RESPECTFULLY YOQURS==
= MR AND MRS MILTON ROY PARENTS OF MILDRED LOIS ROY

CLASS OF 68 MARIE LORETTA ROY CLASSOF 70==e

WU1201 (1R2-65) THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FRQM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING [TS SERVICE



