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FRE DERICKSBU RG F ROM 'f il E FOOT OF WIL LIS'S lULL. 
FI'OIlI a wal'·li m o I llwlu~l'al'lL. 

I n lluJ lIli,I,\I c-gT() lI tlIli;; .~c \·u t !"'sHlLlh cI1l1or'h ( · S I U!Il·\\'~tll. IIllC. , \ t l,il'd IlrlO was Oil tiu: hl'''w "r 1111 ", 11111. 110\\' [110 
aIHI it mal' he SCCII that till; f!'Hllt llrL\1()f ,IMtHl,; ,' r"nllcI11J\'11Ic :;\"atiun al C('lIltJluI'Y. Hetwc~1I \.1 ... sto"'I' IC!lOlllllI) uul s kl1" suf 
wal l W~IS 'CHlII l llll e d ST III f:11"\ Ilcl' tu 11, t: I'i)!il t II.\" 1 III} 811 ill!!) I' F I'CI\Cl' lcksh ll n; Is !le(')1 111 0 1'1111 or I I aIlU\'CI' 131 fI ' c t . II.\" wllich. 
'I'clcg- l'a]lh l'ua,l . At tJ' ll llase "r tll c llill, l hL~ .~i'h: of the stCllIC :lllil l,y tl, u I<t l'cct i n tI ll) l'l!! l" Hr tI l£.' l ,lctuI'C, tho U Il IOl I fut'ces 
wall. h; ~"I' 1l :111 (':II'!l, IHOI'I;: wll!.,;h was a II:In of I he !' ,-O:;ow i IIll),\ Ulll to (HI'm fur tll c a :<,,:l lllt. 

THE BATTLE OF FREDERICKSB URG. 

THE UNION SIDE - TEl8 STORMING OF ilIARYE'S HEIGHTS . 
.BY D I!..RIUS N, COUC H , i'lL\ .l QR-GE::\E1UL, U, S. Y. 

CUllllllaIHlcr of thc S\,:cUll11 e;1)l']' iI at ! be 1m!! Ic of Frctlt; I' lcI; ,~ uul';;, 

ON the evelllng of October 15th, 1862, a, fe w 
days after McClelhtn bad placed me ill 
command of t be Sccond Corps, then at 

IIal'pcl" s Ferry, t he (;olUmanding general sent a ll 
order [01' Hancock to take his division the next 
morning on a recon lloissall zc toward Charlestowll, 
about tell mil es d ist:Lllt. '!'he divis ion st'Lr teti in 
good seasou, as directed , Abollt 10 in the morn.ing 
Geneml McClella,n reined up at Illy headq ua rters. 
a,nd asked me to go ou t with him to see "'hat t he 
troops were doing. Om people had met the enemy's 
out.post five miles from the Feny, amI, while ur! il­
lery sbots were being exehanged , both of l IS dis­
mounted , walked away by ollrselvos, :lnd took 
seat.s 011 a ledge of rocks , After a li ttle while 
McClollan sen t to an aide for a map of ViI·gil.lia. 
Spreading it befol 'e us, he pointed to the strategic 
features of the vn,Uey of ShonundO:1h, and indica ted 
the movClIlcuts he intendcd to make, which would 
ha ve the effect of compell ing Lee to concen h'ale i n 
tho d ciJlit,y, I t h in k, of Gonlollsville 01' Charlottes­
ville, \\'hero a,gt'oat bn.Ulo would be fought . Cont inu­
ing t il e cOJl\'e rsa tion, he said. "Bll t I ma.y n ot hnvc 
cOIllIlla.lld of the al'my much longer. Lincoln is 
down on me," n.nd, taking a pUpet' from hi s pockf' t, 
he g:tve me 1lly til'i; t intimat ion of t he P resident's 
inmon::; le tter , H e real) it aloud vcry ca l'eflllly, 
and whe u it "WitS fini shed I told h im 1 t,hou!!llt 
there was no ill· [eel ing in tho lone of it . He 

thougllt there wns, nud quickly added, "Yes, 
Couch, I expect to be re lie"ed f ro rn t he Army of 
the Potomac, a.nd to h'1\'e a, CO lll mand in the West ; 
amI I am going to tltke threo 0 1' foUl' witb me," co111-
in'~ 011' by t heir lIames [OUI' prominell t officers. 1 
q l ~l' i ed 'if HSO and so" would be taken alou!;, 
nn millg 0110 who was geno rally thought to bo a 
great f:lsol'ile wi th i\JcClclla.n . His c ll rt reply was , 
"No, I slm 'n' t 11ave h im.n 

'l'his br ief eonve l'satioH opened It new world fo r 
me. 1 had never before been to any extent his 
coufidant, :1nd I poudered wbether Oil a change of 
the commanders of t he Army of t he P otomac the 
'War Department would a,lIow h im to choose t.h e 
generals whose B:LmeS hnd been men tioned. I 
wondered Whitt would bc t he future of himself a nd 
those who followed hi s fOl·tunes in that untr ied 
fiel d. 'l'hese i\,nd :t cl'owd of othel' kill dl'ccl t houghts 
quit.e op pressed me for severn I dnys , But a s thc 
t ime WOI'C OU, ;tlld preparations 1'01' t he innlsion of 
Virgill ia WCI'O allowed to go 011 wi thont let 01' hi n­
dranco frol11 Washingtoll, I llatm 'ally und gladly 
inCen ed t hat, l\fcClelliln's fears of hostile work ing­
agaiw;t him w('re groundless. However, the bl0,,, 
cnme. an d soon e nough. 

On t.he 8t.h of November, .iust nt clark, I had dis­
Illollllted, and , standillg in the SIlOW, was supcrin­
tend ing t.he camp armngcments o f. my troo ps, Whell 
McClellan ca.me up with his staff, accom pan ied by 

III COIlIlIIaa,\ <or Ihe Union rul'{: c;; at FrCtlcricksbur;;, 

Gcnera l BlI l'II s ide. lleClell an dl'cW ill his horse, 
and the first thiug he sa id was : 

II Couch, I am I'elievcll froUl the commalld of the 
army, (wei Burlls ide is my s llccessol',l1 

I stepped up to him alLtI took hold of his h a. ll d, 
and said, II Gen eral McClellall, I am son y for it." 
'f helJ ~ go illg al'oulltl t he head of hi s horso to BlIl'n­
shlc: I sa itl, ;, General Burnside, I cOllgl'atuln.te 
YOII .)' 

Bnl'uside heal'll what hai(1 1,0 Gencra I :.r eClellan j 
lH! tU l' lI cd away bis head , .:nd lHa(\e:.t broad gesture 
as ho (;XClllilllcll: 

II Cottch, don't sny :t wOl'd about. it." 
His mauuer indicated t hat he did 1I0t w ish to ta lk 

about t ho chnnge; that he thought it W:IS Hot good 
poli cy to do so, 1101' the place to flo it , H e told 
me nftl'l'\mrd lhnL he did lIot Iil, c too tnke tho com­
mand , hut t hat li e did ~o to kecp it from go ing to 
somebody mlllliff'stly IIl1tit fol' i1. 1 :lssu lll ed that 
hc meant H ooke r, T hose or IIi< who wel'e well 
acquainted \','i th BUl'lls icl e k 11 e \\' that, he was rt 

bl'ave, loyalmitn, but we tlid not th ink that he had 
the military abili ty to commaud the Army of the 
P otolllae . 

McClcllall took leave on tlle 10th , Fitz-J ollll 
PorteI' sont lIotes too t ll o corps eommauders , in­
forming t hem that l\l tClellan was going' a way, ::Utl 
suggosting Iha t we r ido abOIl! with him. S ti ch a 
Sceno as that leave-t:lId ng had Il e \' e1' bean kHOW ll 
in our army. 1IJen shed teal's, anti there was great 
excitement amOlig the t roops. .' 

I thiuk the so ldiel's hnd an id C'n that, l\IcClellnn 
would ta ke caro of t hem - would 110t. p ll t them 
in places whe l'o they wou ld be uunecesslI l' ily Cllt 
liP; and if a, ge nera l has t he eou ficlc ll oe of his 111 c n 
he is pret.ty strong. But officers auel men W(,l'O 

det.t' l'mi ncd to sel've BUl'nside 10,)'1I1Iy. 
A <1:n· 0 1' Iwo a[tel'\\'!t.l'll Burn s ide c:il led t ile 

corps e~llIlllandc l 's together, ma,ppcd 0111 11 (,OIlI'S(' 
that he illtf'lId Nl to plII'SlIt", nnd ulll olig other thill g::; 
he sa id that he intcl ,dcd 1'0 double the army corps 
and he proposed to (':1,11 t he three llOW (:olUlU:1l1ds 
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-or doubles - " gmnd 
div is ions':' U ncIc r this 
:UT:1. llgement In y corps, 
the SCl'ond. a nd Will· 
cox's, t ho Ni nth, whicil 
had bcen Burns idc's , 
formed the R ight Grand 
Di\"i sion und cr GC ll cral 
Sum ncr. ,Vhen Sumuer 
:.llld I il rl'i n !d n car Fa,l· 
mout h, oppos il"c Fred· 
e l'i cksburg. N O\'c mbcl' 
U th, we fou nd tho 
enmn.r iu smail forcc in 
readiucss to oppose our 
crossiug' thc Ra.ppahan. 
noek. Everybody knew 
that Leo would rush 
rig ht in; we could soe 
it. If the pontoons had 
been there, we might 
ha\'o cl'or.:sed at ollce. 
Yet we lay t he re lIea rly 
:t, mOll th, while tbey 
were fortifying before 
Olll' eyes j bes ides, tho 
wcat hcr was against liS. 

UUdCl' date of December 
7th, my tliary conta ins 
Ihis cnlTY, "Vcry colcl j 
plenty of SIIOW. )'1ell 
suffcri lI;; j cold outdoors, 
icc illdoo1's ill lily room." 

SumllcI"s headquar. 
tel's wel'o at the Lacy 
HOllse, wh ile t he Sccond 
Corps lay back o[ tbc 
brow of the hill heh ind 
Falmout h. 

On the night of I he 
9th, two nights heforc 
t he crossing, Su mnel' 
call cd a council to dis-
cuss what we wel'C t o do, the corps, di \' ision, and 
br igade commanders being present. The result 
was 11, plain , freo talk all arouud, ill which words 
werc 1I0t mi uced, for thc conye rsatioll SOOIl drifte rl 
iu to ;L nUlI·kcd disapprobation of the mauncr in 
which Burll s ide conte mplat.ed mceting t he e ll emy. 

Sumner seenlf'd lo fecI badl y t,hat the ofiiec rs did 
110t ag ree to Burnside 's J~lOde of advance . 'fhat 
noble old hero was so f:lIth (ul a nd loyal that he 
wanted, cven against imposr.:ihi lities. to C1trry out 
e\'crything BUnisidc suggcs ted. I should doubt if 
hi s judgment cOllcUlTed. It was ouly chivalrous 
attachment to Burnside, or to any communder, 
But there wcrC Hot two opinions among the su1)­
orclillate omc(']'S ns to t he rHshness of tho uncleI" 
bking. 

SOlllobodyto lcl Bllrns ide of olll' Yiews,awl he was 
in-ita.tell . H e :lsked us lo meet h im thc ncxt night 
ut the J ... nc)' H ouse. H o !omid hc lIudel'stood, ill a 
gcneral w~y, t h tlt we wc rc opposed to his planR. 
TIe seemed to 1)e rathcr Re"ere all Hancock-to 
my surprise . for I did not think tha t oflieer had 
sa id ItS mil ch ai-l mysclf ill oppos it ion to Hw pIal] 
of Ilttl\CI;:. Burns ido Sljlltc d t hat he had form cd hi s 
plans, ulld all he wanted was t ho dovotioll of his 
mell. HlUlcock mu(Ie 1\ r cply ill which he di s· 

. -
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elaimed an)' personal di scourtesy, a,nd su itl ho kllCW 
there was a. line of fori ified heights ou the oppos il:c 
s ide, and l:i lll.t i t would bc protty difTicu lt for liS to 
go oye r thcre and take t hem. I rosc after him, 
k nowing that I wus tho more gui1t.y, aud cxprcssed 
n dcsire to ~er\'e Burns ide, sn-yi ng, a.mong othc]' 
t hings, that if I had (ovor dono n,nythiug ill :1.1\)' 

battle , in t h is 
one I intcnded 
to do twicc as 
lil li Ch, Frcnch 
came in while I 
was talki ng. He 
was rathcr lat.o, 
a nd in hi s blu ff 
wny exclaimed : 
I< Is this a Meth. 
od ist cllmp­
mceting ' II 

matcd sccnc, bccausc the troops worc mostly h i.d. 
den. 'I'he bombardment (or the purpose of (h s· 
lodging Iho sharpshooters, who \UHler co\'e1' of thc 
houses were delaying the br idgc-making, was ter· 
r ific, wh ile Ihc smoke set tled down a nd "eiletllhe 
scene. After thc hombardm en t h nd fa.iled to di s­
lodge Ihe enC'my , the 7th Michigun and tho 10th 

and t he 20th 
Massachus e tt s 
of Howard's di­
vi s ion spruug 
iuto the pan. 
toons, and 1·0"'· 

ing t hemseh es 
oYel'drove away 
BU l'k s d:\l c's 
sharpshooto I ' s . 
'I'his gallant ac· 
t ion ena.bled t he 
e ugince rs to 
complete the 

TllC heights 
on t hc morning 
of thc 11th, l)e , 
foro the bridg-er.:. 
were thrown 
across, did Ilot 
olT('r a "<'I·Y nni, 

T IlE p[[ILLn~S H OUSE. BURNSUJ£'S [J l!:ADQUAR'fERS. 

bridges. How­
at·d's divi s ion 
was the fil'st to 
cross b~' the IIp, 

per bddgt' . h is Frum n pilotog l"ll l'h lakcli whllc till" h1l1l 1l1' WHS lmrlllll:;. 
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advancc Il:lYing a livcly 
figh t in the str(>ets of 
F rederi cksburg. Haw. 
kins's briga(l c of Will­
eox:s corps occ upied Ihe 
lower part of the town Oll 
the r.:allle cyC' ui ng, and 
the l owli was llOt se· 
c urcd withou t desperate 
fighti ng. I went over t he 
n ('xt morllillg. :Friday. 
the 12th. wit·h Hancock's 
aud Fre nch's di vi s ions. 
The remainder of Will­
cox's corps crossed and 
oecupicd the lower part 
of the tOWll. 'I'here was 
eons ille l'ablc looting. I 
placed ;\ proyost ·guard 
a t the bridges, wit h or· 
ders t hat n ob ody sh ould 
go back with p lunder. 
A.n enormous pile of 
booty Wll S collect.ed 
there by c vclIi ng. But 
therc came fL t ime whon 
we were too bnr.:.\' to 
guard it, a ud I S' ll;p ose 
it was fillalh' ca rded of( 
b y allot.her ~et o r spoil­
e rs. 'rhe troops of tho 
two corp::; biYolHlCked 
that lli glt t in the s treet s 
and wore not perm itted 
to lllilke fil'es. Late on 
t hat clay we had orders to 
b o roatly to cr oss Hazel 
Run, wh ich mcant that 
we were to join Franklin . 
That was the ouly p ropel' 
m ove to make, s ince wo 
had d Olle jus t what t he 
enemy wanted us to do 

- had diyjdcd 0\11' army. 'rho conditions were 
fasom.b le for It change of pos ition unknown to t h(' 
cuem?', s ince . tlte 11ight was llal·k :u 1CI tho next 
Il~O~'lLlHg was loggy. B ut it would haxe becn ver y 
d.lnle~llt to make the lUO\·cment. I was much W01:. 

l'ICd III l'eganl to building t he necessa ry bridr..es 
over Hazel HIII~ , an~ t he clangors nttelHli ng a fh;;lk 
movement at lIlght III t he pl'esence of t he enemy. 
But the ord.er to march n enn' ca.me. 'rhe orders 
that, wcre gl\·cn by B ll1'ns i(l e showed t lmt he had 
HO flx cd plan of battl e After r..ott·, . t l f 

f ·1 • . . • I:> ng 111 Ie ace 
o. t 10 e ll cm~ '. lus Illt·cntions scemed to be C011-
tlll ually c-hung lUg. 

~~I'ly t.h e ~lext morning, Satu1'(by, t b o ]3th , Ire. 
cel\c.d. Cldms to mako an n~salllt in FrOl t H • t t· f C . l. illy in­
S rue lOllS ?lll llO rom ~(:II (:ral Sumner , who did not 
cross the r]ver tl uring the nr..ht OW"llg to .·. 1 

1 t d·· "" , IL specl .! 
UlI( crs an Ing With which I I,·,' loll· t 1 l ' , . . . U l \lng 0 (0, and 
w lI{Jh l'eh~t etl to hi s ~IIP Jlosc(l I'lls hll ess , At Fail' 
Oaks, AutlChllll, a nd 011 othe l' ba t tle-Helds he h'ul 
r.:ho wlI that he Wa s a hard fighto,· R . ' • 1 11" . . c \\'a s agl'all( 
so ( leI', full o.r hO.llor and gallan t l'y, and n, lnnn of 
g rcn t c1 etCl'Bn llall o lL • 

. A, S I ha.vo ~:li.ll, Oll that Sal u r<Ill.Y m ortling '\'0 
\\CI O cnveloped III n. heH v" fo r.. F 1 

1· .1 1:>... . ' ]·C'II C I WfiS 
at once (u-ectcd to 1)1'(: I)lu·0 h', " ,1'·'··'5' . II 

,~ IOU In . n ee 
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bl'igucle lili es for tile udvIIll ce, and Hallcock was to 
follow with hi s div is ion in the same orli cl'. 'rhe 
dis tance bebveeu the brigade lines was to b e a.bout 
200 yards . 

'i'award 10 o'clock the fog begau to lift j Frellch 
reported t hat he was rcoul}" I s ignaled to S UlIlll e r, 
ILUd about 11 o'clock t he movement was ordered to 
begi ll . Frouch threw OlLt 11 strollg body of skir­
mishers , and his brigades filed out 0[tOI\'II:18 l'apidly 
as possible by t wo pal'n.ll e i street s, the olle on th e 
righ t, which was Hanover stroet, rUllnin g into tho 
'l'clegn tph road, and both leltdillg direct to i\lul'ye's 
Hill, t he stro llgho ld of the enemy. On the out­
skil'ts of t ile town t he troops cncolm tC l'cd lL ditch, 
or C1LIW. l , so deep as to b e almos t im passa.ble ex­
cept at t he street bridges, and, oue of lit e latte r 
b eing partly torll up, the tl'OOpS had to cross single 
file on t he stringers . Once across the cllmLl, the 
attacking forces deployed tlud er t he ba nk border~ 
iug the pla.in o ve l'which tiJ('Y were to charge. Thi s 
phti ll was obstl'uc tCtl here a ll d there by houses and 
fences , nota bly a,t, a, fOI'k of t he 'l' e legl'aph road, in 
the nanow iLII g-les of wh ich was a. c luste l' of houses 
and gardens ; <lnd al so on th e parallel ,road just 
south of it, where stood n.largc square brICk h ouse. 
This ClustCl' of houses a nd the brick houso were the 
rn.llyiug~points for parts or our d isordered lines of 
a thwk. '1'he fo rk in tho road a,ud t he brick house 
were less t ha nl:iO yal'd::; from t he ::;toue-wn,ll , wh ich 
covel'ed a lso as lUuch mOl'e of the plain to the left 
of t he brick hOll se. A little in ad vance of t he b ri ck 
h ouse a sligh t ri se in the g l'onnd all'orded protec­
tio n to men lying down against t he l11t1 siwti',Y b c· 
h illd th e s toll e-wail, b ll t not agai nst the c0l1Vergil1g 
(ire of the :ll'tillel'yo ll Hie he igllts . My hcu<lqllartel'S 
were in t he field on t he edge of t he tO Wll , ovel'look­
iug t he plain. 

A few minutes :.ifler noon l!" l'e l](~h's div is ion 
cha.rged ill Ole order of Kimball's , Andrews'f.;, and 
P:dmer's brigadcs, a, purt of K imbnll's mcn getting 
into t Le Cl ustCl' 01: houses ill t,}1C fo rk of j-he road. 
Hancock followcd t hem ill the Ol'fiCI' of Zooli's, 
:Mcaghel" s, and Caldwcll's brigndcs, the 1"\\'0 fo rmer 
getting nearer to t he stoll e~wall tlmn a ny who had 

HUT \\'OIlK F O il II ,\ZAUD'S llA'ITEIlY, 

gone b e(ol'c, except It fcw of Kimball's mell , and 
nearer than :tuy brigado 'whi ch followed them , 

Without no clem' idea. of the s tate oj: afta.il's at thc 
fron t, sinco tho smoke a,lId light fog voil ed evol'Y­
thing-, I sent word to Preuch nud Ifall cock to calTY 
the cnemy's wOl'ks by s torm. Thou I climbed th o 
steeple of t he cOllrt~house, alllI fl'om :Lboyo t he 11117.e 
and smoke got:t clear vi ew of the field. H oward , 
who was wi Lh me, says I exclaimed, II Oh, groat 
God ! see h ow OllI' me n, on r pOOl' fellows, m'o fall­
ing!" Il'emembCl'tha,t t ho whole plai n was covcred 
with mOll, prostrate a1l(1 droppillg, t hc l ive Ilion l'lLII ­

nillg horo auti there, and in front clos illg upon each 
othcr , and the wOLlnded coming back. 'fho com~ 
mands seemed to be mixed up, I had nevel' before 
seen figh ting like that, not hing approach ing it ill 
te rrible Upl'O:tl' and destruction. There was 110 

cheori11 g on the par t of t he men, bll t :t stuubol'll 
detcrminatioll to obey ord er,.; :lnd do t heir duty. 
I dOIl't lllink thol'e wus mlleh fceli ng of Success. As 
t,hey chnrged, the artillery fire would break their 
formajion alld they would get mixed; thon they 
would close lip, go forw n.nl , }'oooive the wHhel'iug 

infn.ut ry fire, Hud those who 
wo rc ablc would run to i ho 
housos a,n d figh t as best th ey 
could; a.nd t hen t'he next bl'i~ 
gada coming up in s llccession 
would do its duty a11(l melt, like 
SliOW com ing dowlI on wa,rm 
ground, 

I was in t,ll e steeple harLlly 
tell seeollds, fOI' I saw at n 
glancc llOw t hey were b eing 
cut d o-wl1, ami was COllvinced 
that we could not h e s uccessful 
ill fro lit, and th,tt 0 111' only 
chance l:ty by t he }'ight , J im­

'fIn: N f NTU CORPS CHOSS IXG BY 'HIE POXTOON·BnIDGE TO THE 
STE.I.\i\rBO:\'r l.ANDING A'f '1'111-: LOWER BND OF TITE TOWX 

mediate ly ordered H oward to WOrk in on t he right 
with the brigades of Owe II all d H all, and attack the 
enomy b ehind th e stono wall in fI :\llk, which wus 
don e , Before he could beg in t hi s movemcnt both 
T:ittllCOck and Pl'ench had llotifi ed mc that they 
mus t hlwe support 0 1' tiley would not b e rcspO ll s i~ 
ble f or t he main te1lilllce of their pos iti oll. Sturgis, 
of \Villcox's corps, who had bcen support ing my 

left, seut t h e brigades of F el'rero and Nagle to the 
fruitless charge, . 

About two o'cloek General Hooker , who was lU 

command of the Centcr Gra nd Division (Stone­
mnn's and Butterfi eld's eorps) came UpOll t he field. 
At llll earli er hotu, ,Vhipple's division of SI011<'­
lll:m's corps lmd cl'ossed th e I'ivc l' <lnd re lieved 
Howard Oil the right, so that the latter might join 
in the a t tack in th e center, and Grifl1n 's dh-ision of 
Butterfi e ld's corps h ad come ovcr to t he support 
of StUl'gis . Humphreys nnd Sykes, of the la tter 
corps , c!tme to my support. 'I'oward 3 o'clock I r~­
ccived t he fo llo wing dcspal'ch: 

" II I':,U)QUAHTEHS. HI (: llT GlI Axn DI\' ISIO,; , An~ty OF 
TilE POTO~I.\ C , Dec. l :3tll , 1862,-2 :40 ]' , M. GI:XEIt ,\1. 
Couen: Honl,or lias b..:ell ordcl'c(\ to pilI ill c ' -C'I 'y Uli llg, 
You lllll st hoW Oil until hc CP1IJef' in, By cOlllllland 
of BI'c\'ct lHaj lll'-Gcncra l :--U~IXEll. \\'. G, .TOXES , Lient., 
.Aidc-dc·camp, etc." 

THB GROUND BETWEEN FHEDEHrCK :--BURG A N D l\IAHYE'S EmIGElTS_ 
1'1'<>111 a '1':11'-<111'" ,,11"10;:'1' :1]1h. 

H ookc\' was the ranking gcncm l, a,lId as I under­
f.;tood th at he was to t ake eOllllll :tlld of the wh ole 
light iug lille, the pu tti ng ill of bi s fresh mell be~ 
s ide mine might make H s uccess. His \'e ry oom.i llg 
Wll S to me, th OI'pforo. like I he bl'caking Ollt of the 
sun in n. st ol'm. I rode back to meet him, told him 
wha,t Imd been donc, ILlld sa id , " I cll n't cuny Umt 
hil\ by lL front ilsf.;ault; t he ollly ch:tnce we have is 
to h'y to get ill on t he l'ight. " H ooker replied, "I 
will ta,lk wit,h Ebllcock." H e t alli ed with Hancock, 

1(;7 



CONFEDERATE WORKS ON WILLlS'S HILL, NOW THE SITE OF TUE N.<.\.TlONAL CE:>.IE'rERY. 
FmlU a wal·.tlmc phutngJ"a JlJI. 

FRANKLIN'S BAT'fLE·FIELD AS SEEN FIW]\[ H .:.\':'IHLTON'S C HQSS [NG. 
Fr .. ,I",·ic·ks!Jnrg Iltc l' ph ·>! ill 11111 ,l\s talH'C. (FI'"m a sk l·t ell 1I1:14\r- ill 188.1. ' 

:\11(1 :\[1('1' a, few minutes said , j , Well, Conch, things 
a rc in snch :~ st:~tc I must go over and tell BUl'll­
side it is 110 lise h ying to cal'ry thi s line hcrc,"- or 
wortls to t hat clTcct, - and then be went of 1'. H is 
going tlway 10ft me again in command. Burnsido 
was !lea l'lv two miles distant. It W:lS not much 
after 2 o'~lock when he wellt away, and it was 
abont 4 whell he retu rned . 'l'his was aftor HUIl!­
phreys hu(l made his charge and t he fight ing fo r the 
tiny wa s substa ntially fi nished. "'0 were holding 
OIL l'lines , 

H ooker lcft word that Hu mph reys, whose <1ivi­
sion was ready to advance, should tako hi s cue from 
me. Butterfield also gave Humph reys ordors to 
that effect, Aftc r a lull in tho batt lo General Cald­
well, :1. bl'igado commander under H ancock, sou t 
word to t he la t ter that t he CllOmy wore retrelLting 
(I'om i\Iarye's house, It was proba.hly only n. sh ift ­
ing of til e ell e my's troops for the l'elict of t ho frout 
lillf'. But, assliming th :Lt the report was true, I said, 
H Genoml Humphreys, Hall cock I'CP OI'ts t he e ll cmy 
is fallin g back; now is the t ime for yo u to go in P' 
Ho was ready. a nd his troop!'! around him wCI'e 

rcady, '1' he ordcr had ev idently bcen c.'q)octed, :llld 
aftor an inten ·:,.l o f. moro t han twenty-fil'Q yoa rs I 
well recollect the grim determination which ~cttlell 
0 11 lhe face of that gallant hero wh('n he received 
the words, c. Now is the time fOl' you to go in!" 
SpHl'l"ing to h i!-i work he led hi s two lJrigati ('s, who 
charged o,·er precisely t he same grollnd , but, who 
did not get quite so Il ea l' to the s tone wl! lI lls some 
of Frel.lch's and H ancock's men. 

'l'he musketry fire was ,'cry heavy, aud the art'it-

Icry fire was s imply terrible, I sC'n t won1 sevc l"al 
times to 0111' :lrtil lery on the right of F ulIIl nlltl I tl l;1t 
thoy wer0 firing in to us tl1ld woro tCliring" 0 111' 0"'11 

men to pieces. J thought they hnd mnlie a mistake 
ill t he range. Bll t I leal'ned later that the fi l'c camO 
from tho "nns f)f the cnemy on their ext reme left. 

Soon aflor 4 O'clock, or n.bout Sli ll sC t , whi le Hmn­
phrcys was a t WOi"k, Getty's division of 'Willcox's 
CO I·pS was on io l'ed to the charge 011 OHl' left by the 
Ullfllli shod I'ailroad . I could see them ho iug (Ii'eall­
fnlly cut tip. although t l)('y had Il Ot ad,'a )Iced ns fa l' 

as our mon. I determ ined to send a batt cry IIpon 
1"11 0 plain to s~I(:o l1 the line that wa s doing them so 
milch harm; so I ol'lle l'ed :til nide to tell Coloncl 
Morgan to send :t batte l'Y across tho Oll nn! and plant 
it Ileal' the brick bouse. Morgan camQ to me and 
saitl. , " General, a b:lttory can't Ji\'e therc." I re­
plicd, "'l'hon it must die t here!" 

Hazard took hi s ba.ttc l·Y out in galla nt !"tyle und 
ope llcll fi re Oll the e nemy's lines to the left of l hc 
Marye HOllse , l\Ien nonr fought more ga ll:lutly, 
and he lost a great many me n and horses, \\Then 

.. : 

FHANKLIN'S MEN CHARGING ACROSS THE lUI.LRQAD. 

lOS 

~o~k~r came h~ ordered Fl':1l1k's bn t l Cl"Y to joiu 
HazaHI. But tillS ] n ~t efTOl"t did 110t I· t I I 
t l .. . . . U ~'. n 

Ie mHlst o~ It I rod e to the l)rick 1'0 0 
. 1 b el . usc, nccelli­

palll~( y 0 ollcl Franc is A. "ralke r. Lieu tenant 
Cll slllng, and IlW ordel"l)' Ton.... TI I I 

• . ".J "' . .Ie S1110 ,e ay so 
tlllC~ that we could not s('e the enomy, and I think 
t~I Cj c~uld not sec ~I S, but we wero ;\\'.·al'o of the 
f.lct th,lt somehou\' III 0111' fl-Ollt " .. , I' 
I I .• , s (0111 .... a .... I·eat 

l ea o[ shooting. I foulld the bri .... k I 0 0 
··tl . " lOUse packed 

" I 1111 0 11: and behllld i t tho dead " " '\ II I" '. . II' k • Ie l\'llig \\Cle as II C - as thoy coulll he el'o,,"do(l 0.... • 
The dead \\'(,:'0 roll ed out fo1' shelt " I t locthe!. 
ho··· . " I f 01: .lnl t Ic uead I:;es " elO lIsee o)" breast wOl'ks I h _ . 
to sheltol' mysel f behind tho brick 'hOllS~I ~)~ltI/rl e~ 
I coulduot, on a ccount of t he I ' .oun 
'I'" I' I I mon :1 ready thero uo p am lOreabont"s Was dottod w i I ,... 
I star ted to cr oss t·o t ho fCII.1;: of th , ~ Il 01.1\' f~tl1 c n, 
men, 1IIIder Coloncl John R B ~ I O.l( "hOle our 
the cluster of houses. . 1'00 '::0, WOI·O holding 

\Vhen it becamo dark tho w II 
bl'~llg~lt off the plain, and HOOk~~I,~~, Cl~, W.~l'O heing 
I·cilevlll .... m y men '", f· t b .\~ t.tll.lngabout 

. "' . 1 on Y Pllttll ..... S I l\n'is ion and I s'lid .j X I N .I", 11 1 .' Y ~cs's 
place or' t ho 8('c'0IH1 C· ,o~ 10 lnon shall t ake t.he 
g ives t he orde l·s It °II)l lS ~lIIl osg Genera l S umn er 

" Ins !ou .... ht 'II c1 . I " ground and it shall hold · t Il j . I ga lll oe tuat 
[01' SyJ,es to l'('line tl, o 'S'o "n

l
lC'1' th e ol'del' came 

, eOIl( COl'lls '1 ' I done about ] 1 o'c lock. ' " lIC I was 
'I' hat night wa s bittcr ' 11 

fOI' t he fl·o nt line IlliI"P ill t lCO (, and :l. fea r fu l one 
a nd for the wouncl~~ "~l o l e, h o~\o\\'s ln t heg-round, 
It was a ui,.,ht of d l'o" If Icon { .not b o renehed. 

, '" • ( II sulIerm ,., 1\'[ I' 01: wounds and exposllre . 1 · 0 ' 1 nlly ( led 
, all( as fas t itS lIlon died 



THE GUA.l\D UEYlliW AT :F.A..L:UOUTJI DUHL'{G PRESIDEKT l.L."'{CQLN'S VIS1T. 
Frum :t Wllr·time sket ch. 

AB.t'u"\'DONI~G 'rUE WINTER CA:'oIl ' AT FAL1\IOU'l'H, 
Fl"llm a wal"-Iilll" !>kctch. 

they stiffeIlcd in the win try ail', and on the front 
line were rolled fonnu'd fo r protection to t hc living. 
Frozen men wel'e phtced for dumb scntri cs . 

My corp!) again bivouacked in tho town, and 
they werc not allowed firos lest they sbould draw 
the fire of tho cnemy's artillery. 

At 2 o'clock ill the mOl'ning BUl'lIsido came to 
my heudqlUlI' t.crs ncar the con tor of the town. I 
was lying down nt t he time. He II sked me to tell 
him about the battlc , :Uld we talked for abont an 
houl'. I told IJim everything that had occurred. 
"Ami now/' I said, U General Burllside, YO H must 
know that c\'el'ything that could be dOll o by troops 
was done by thc SecondCOl'P!';." no said , Ie Couch, 
I know that j I run porfeetly satisficd tha t yOIl did 
your best." H e g:we no intimatioll of h is plans fol' 
the next day. He was cheerful ill hi s tOlle, and did 
llOt see III ~1'c:tt1y oppressed, but it was plain that 
he felt It o had led us to a great disastcr, and one 
knowing him so 10llg rLnd well as myself could sec 
that he \\;shctl his hody was also lying in fl'ont of 
Mal'ye's H cights. I lIe"el' felt so badly fol' a man 
in my li fe . 

The next day, Sunday, tbe U th, am men begau 
digging trenches along t"he edge of tho town. We 
wel'c on the alcl't, fot' thel'o was somo feRI' of all 
assault. Of cou rse thcl'e is no noed of dcnying 
tba.t aftcl' t·he ba ttlo the men boc:tme stra ined. 
The pl'essUl'O of It fight canios you thl'ough, but 
aftor it is :t1l over and you have becn whippcd, you 
do not fcel \'ory pugnacious. '1'hc men, knOWing 
t bat they had boen ullsllecessful, wel'o in a. nervous 
state, and olliec l's suJfel'ed also from the rcaction, 
the WOI'St of it beiJ.lg' that the mass of tho army had 
lost confid cnce ill its commaudCi', 

About midday of thc 14-th Burnside c:tlled n. COH n· 
cil of war, in which it, was dee idcd to fall back, but 
to hold FI'cde l'ickSbul'g . No a tJack WtlS made by 
liS tha.t da.y, though BUl'us idc had .~ai d t,hat he 
should l'enOW the assa.ult on Mal'ye's Hill, with his 
old Nin th COI'PS, a nd that ho would place himsclf 
at its head . Gcncrltl Getty of t.hat COl'pS, a. VCI'.Y 
gallant officer, touchcd me as 1 passed him and 

::'1 '" 

said: II I undersland tha t BUl'lIs id(' has gi\'en out su rpriscd j I t hink the superior ofilccl's did not I'c· 
that he intcnds to lead se\'entee n rcgiments to the gard him competent fo\' the tnsk. He had fin e 
attack." H e urged me strongly to dissuade him if qualities as nil oflicet'. but not tlt o weight of char· 
possible, as it would be a porfect slll llghtCl' of actCI' to take charge of that army. NcYel'theless, 
mcn, nndel' hi s :ldmillistrH,t ion the lM'my assnmed WOll-

At t he coullcil Hooker expressed himse lf as (ler (ul vigol'. I ha.ve nevel' k ll OWIi mc n to chaugC' 
against tlie m ovement of retrcat, saying, <I We from n. condition of t he lowest depress ion to that 
must fight those peop le. We are oYor there and of a heal thy fighting state in so shol't a time . P l'esi. 
we mlls t figh t them." But, as I remcmber, he did dent Lillcoln , with hi!; wife, came down to spend 
not advocato thc plan or holdi ng Fredericksburg It fc w days with General Hookcr, and to see tho 
if we wcre Ilot.lo I'ene\\' t.he light. Imged t.hntthc different oni cers and talk with them. '.fo furthcl' 
army was 1I0t in :L condition, aft('1' OUl' repulse, to t h:lt Gencra l Hooker ga\'o a ~l i llllCl' party, at which 
renew the a ssault, but t hat we ou~ht to hold Frcd. all the corps commaudel's were prescnt, a nd also 
ericksburg at all hazards. I Illld an nrgument with i'll', Li ncol n. l\(r, L incoln woultl t nlk to the olliceri; 
Geller:)l BUl'nsi(lc IIpon that point, telling him that au the subject that was uppermost in Ollr mi.nli s 
I was williug to have him throw all the I'esponsi· -how wo w(> I'e to get tho bettcr of the enelll~' 011 
bility upon me j Hla t if we held the town we should the opposite hill s . Before he wen t ;l,way he Sfnt 
h:wo a littlc somet.h ing to show 1'0\' thc sacri fi ce of /'01' Hooke l' 1llld for mc, I being seeollll in com· 
the day bcl'o rc j that tlte people would f:ecl wc had mund, and nlmosthis last injullction was, uGent le. 
IIOt failed IIltedy. It W:l!:i agl'eed thnt Fredericks· men, in your next battle Jlllt in (1/1 yOIl J' 11ICII." Yet 
burg shollid he held, 'Thcn Burnside dismisscd that is exactly what wc eli .lllot do at Chancellors· 
liS, a nll SCllt Hooke l' and my sc: lf to Frcdericksburg vill e. 
to arl':luge for thc defense. 'Ve heM a. COli neil at 1"le had n, grand re\-iew of the army in bOllol' of 
thc COl'uel' of Hanovcr stl'eet. the Pres ident. 'I'he Second Corps p:ll'alleu with 

It was decided that Hookel"s t.I'OOpS shonld hold Howard's El evcnth Corps, 1 think j fol' al1el' I had 
the town. The question was howmanymcll wOllld salut.cd at thc head of my cOl'p~ I I'odo to t ile side 
he lcrwc fot' thut purposc, opinions varying from of lhe PI'esident , who was on horseback, anti while 
lCll to cighlcClI thollsalld, My limit was t cu thou· neal' him Genoml Schurz :lppronched ut the head 
sand mCll. Ge.llcra.1 Trier tUl'llcd 10 me and said : of his tiiYis ioll. I sahlI Ii MI'. Lincoln , that is Gen. 
"Make it highct', G(>II~l'ftl." ",\Tc compromised on eral Seiturz ," pronoullcing it 8 111(,.8, a£ter tho 
twel\'c thOUSlllld. We I'emaiucti itl the town 011 the Amcl'ica.ll fushion. )h'. Lin('oln tUl'ned to mc ami 
14th, and that evcn ing my corps nnd the Ninth said," Not SIIIII'S, Genel'lll Couch, but Shoo/,{:," 
Corpsl'ccrossedtltol'iYer. NextmOl' lli ngwefollnd But he did it very plea<;" lI lly, fLlId I wns just a. 
that FI'ederi('ksblU'g had bcell evacuated. ·Whcn liItie 8111'priscd that our " 'esterll Pl'esido nt should 
'Villcox and I lefl, \\'c thought, of coursc, it would hn \'e the ad\'l\lltnge of mo. It WIIS :L bcautiful day, 
bc held . rl'hc talk was that (lI lt'ing the night and thc l'c\'icw was a stirri ng s ight, .l\h·. Lincoln, 
Hooker ])l'e\,lIiled upon BUl'Il f'i<iC' t o evacuatc sitting thero with hi s hat olr, hcad bent, alHI 
thc town .. ' Aftel' the l):lltle BllI"nsilie tried scemingly meditltting, suddonly tUl'uoli to me and 
to l'egain t ho eoufidence of the nrlllY, and therc !'i:1,iLl/ I; Gcllcml COlleh, what. do you s llppose will 
is no doubt that 1::iumner did a good deal to help bccomo of all these mcn whcn Ihe WHI' is over Y" 
him, . . . And it struck mo us \"Cry pleaSllnt that somc-

WllCll Hooker, on January 25th, was placed in hody had fi ll idea that thc war would some time 
command of t he army, ma.ny of us wcre vCl'y much end . 

lGO 

THE CONFEDERATE SIDE. 

Tilt: DEFE!\ SE OF ~IABYE'S HEIGHTS Asn THE 

STO);"E WALL. 

BY r.AFAYE'l'TE lllcLAWS, :\I .:.\JOR-GENEHAL, 
C. S. A. 

l:"llIl11Hllll cr of :'II cL:l\\,s'" Dlyll!i on nI Fre.lcriekslml'g". 

ON thc ~5th of NO\'ember, 1802, my diyi sion 
marchcd in to }' I'edericksbllrg. and shortly 

after, by direl'tiolL of GClleral Longstreet. I occu· 
pied the city with ono of Illy bl'igalies, find pickett'ti 
thc l'i\,CI' with strong detnc:innents fl'om thc clam 
at Falmouth to a qUllrl er of a mile bclo\\' Deep Hun 
l'l'eck, tlte enemy's pickets being just across thc 
l'iYe1', within :1, stone's thl'Ow of minc. Detach­
lUents \\'c I'e immediately set. at \\'01'1;: digging riil e­
pits closc to thc edge o( the bank, so closc thatoll\' 
mell , when in them, could commund the riYCI' ami 
the shores on each s ide , '1'he cf' llH1's of t he hOll se~ 
HC:II' the riYel' werc made a\'ailable fol' the use of 
rifleme n, and zigzags were construct cd to enable 
the l11en to ge t in and out of t.ll C l'if1e·pits ul1{ler 
coyer. ...\11 tllis was done at night, lind so secreUy 
and quictly tlmt 1 do 11 0t bolic\'o t.he ellemy lWd 
allY conception of tho minuto nn(1 ca rcful }ll'epn.l'U · 
liolls t hat had bcen mflde to llefcfLt any :lttempt 
to cross the l'in1' in my fl'ont. 1'0 pro\'ision was 
made for the lise of artill cl'Y, as the ellemy had an 
enorm01lS army of thcir ba tt('l'ics all the heights 
abo\'e the town, aull could lm\'c demolished ours 
in fi" e lIlillUtes. 

'1'\\'0 01' three e \'en ings ])1'e\-iolls to the F ederal 
attempt to cross, I was with Gencral Bal'ksdu.lf', 
and \\"0 wcro att.ractcd "by one 01' 1lI0l'C of the en· 
cmy's bll,lllls phtying :~t their cnd of thc raill'oad 
bridge . A number of t hei!' officers and:t cl'owd of 
tihoir men \\"('I'e about tho baml cheering th('ir nl\_ 
liO U:1I airs, Ute 'ISlaI' Sprwgleti BallllCl', )) "Hu.il 
Collllnbia," and others, onee so deal' to liS all. ]I; 
seemed as if they cxpC'ctcd some I'C' Rpollse from U~, 
bnt llOlIe was gi\'cll until. finally, they st ruck lip 
"Dixic," and then both sides ebc('red, ,,;th mueh 



10 A. M., when suddenly tho tre­
mcndous array of the F edo ral fi r­
t illery opened fi re [rom t he heights 
a.bove t he city , 

It is impossible litly to descri be 
the effects of t hjs iron hail hurled 
agains t the small band of defend­
ers and in to the de\"oted city. '£ho 
roar of t he Cu,nnOIl , the b urs tillg 
shell s , tho fa ll ing of walls :tml 
chimneys. and tho flyiug bdcks a ncl . 
other material dis lodged fl'ol11 t ho 
houses by the iron balls and shell s , 
added to tho tire of the i nfnnlry 
from both s ides and t ho smoko 
from t he glWS a nd f rom t he blll'll­

ing hOll ses, mado ;1, seeuo of inde­
scri bable conf us ion , enough to ap· 
pal t he stoutcst hcarts ! U nder 
cover of t his bombardment t be 
F ederals renowed their efforts to 
cons truct t he bridge, b ut t he littlo 
band of l\lississippians ill t he r ifle· 
pits u ndel' Lieutenant-Colonel 
John C. Fiser, 17th Mississ ippi , 
composed of his own reg iment, 10 
sharp-shooters (rom tho 13th :Mis­
s issippi, and 3 companies from t ho 
18th l\Iississ ippi (Licutena ut-Colo_ 
ucl Luse) , held t lJ ei l' pos ts , and 
successfull y ropclled every at­
t empt . 'fhe enemy had been COIll­
mi tted to that poin t, by h ltvi ng 
used half t heir pontoo lJ S. 

l\[ AJ OR-G]::NEHA L LA_FAY Jo:'l"l 'B !lLc LAWS, C. S. A. 

About 4 :30 P . l\I. t ho onemy be­
gan crossing in boats, and the COIl­
centrated firo from all arms, di­

rected agains t Barksdale's mell in the r ifle-p its, be­
came so severe t hat it· wus impossible fo r them to 
uso their rifles with effect. 

In.-ughter, Surmising t hat this serenade menn L mis· 
chief, I close ly inspected a lii' bank of the ri ver, 
and a t nigh t caused uddi t ion a.i l' ifle-pits t o be cou­
sh'uctcd to guard more sccurely tho n.ppl'oaehes to 
the bridge. 

Ear ly in the night of the l Oth Gene ml Barksdale 
repol·ted that h is pickets bad heard noises, ns if 
t he cnemy wcre hauling pontoon-boat s t o t he brink 
of the r iver. A dense fog had p l'evcllted It clear 
vicw. A bout 2 A. M. of the 11t h, General Barks­
da le notified me that the movemcnts on the other 
s ill e ind ic:l t cd t hat the eue my were preparing to 
lay down the pontoon-br idges. I toM hi m to let 
the bridgo bu ild i_ug go on until t he e nemy were 
committed to it and the constl' llct ion pa r tics were 
within cas)' ra ngc. At 4 :30 he reported t hn.t the 
bridge waf:! beingmpidlycoll !':i tl'u ctetl and wlI 511 ea1'ly 
half dOllC, and he was n,bo ll t t o open fi m. I t hen 
ordered t he s ignul t o bo f,'; VCll by li r ing two g nns of 
J. P. W. Read's baltery , post ed on t he highest poin t 
alo ng my front, on the edge of the hill s alongs ide 
the main road run ning to the city . 

P revious not;ice had beeu sent t o General L ee 
and to corps hendqu:lrtel's I hat the bl'idge was being 
constructed. W ith t he SOli lid of the caunon was 
ming led t he rat tle of the rifles of the Mississipp i 
men, who opened a conccn t ra t ed fire from the rifle­
p it s Hnd swept t he l)l'idgc, now cl'o\\,ded wi t h t ho 
constr uct ion pIlI·ti cs. Nino d ist inct lind desperato 
attempts worc IMuie to eomplct p tho b r idge, but 
every ono was attended wit h such heavy loss f]'om 
our {i re tllllt the efforts werc a.bu ll doll (>d unt il about 

As the main pmpose of a determi ned defense, 
which was to gai n t ime fOl' t he other troops to take 
position , had heen accomplish cd, Colonel F iser 
was directed to draw h is command back from the 
r iver nnd join t he brigade in the city i and j us t in 
t imo, for t ho enemy, no longer impeded by Ollr fire, 
c rossed t he river rapidly in boa ts, un d, fo rmi ng on 
t be flanks, r ushed down to captl11'e Lho men in the 
rifl e-p its, ta.ki ng them in tho roa r . Somo of t he 
men in t he cellars, wbo did not get the ordor to re­
ti re, were t Lms c;1.ptm ed, but the ma.in body of 
t bem rejoined t he br igade on Princess-AlI llO street, 
where it had beeu assembled , :t ll da.l l llttempts made 
by t ho onemy, now crossing in litl'ge n umbers, to 
gain possess ion of the city WCl'O defeated. The fit' . 
illg ceasod by 7 o'clock, and as t he gmud division 
of F mnklin had effected a crossing below tbe mouth 
of Deep Run , and t hus couh'oll ed g l'olmd wh ich was 
higher t ha.n tho ci ty, and other t roops had crossed 
a.bove t he city, where, a.lso, t he ground was h igher, 
so t hat our position would become un te nn.blo in the 
morning, I directed General Barksdale to retir o to 
a s trong pos ition I had notieed a long a sunken 
road cut through tho foot of 'Maryo's Hill and 
I'lmning perpendicular t o the li no of the enemy's 
advance. . . . 

0 11 t he 12th close and hcu.vy skirmishi ng was kept 
u p between my adv;Lll ced par ties Rnd t he enemy, 
and whole di vis ions were employe(l in fortifyillg 

R UINS 01" " MANSFlELD," ALSO IL.'O'O WiX AS T HE ;'BEHN AHD H OUSE ." 
From :l war·IiIllO l)hutogl~l l 'h . 

t heir positions ::Llld p reparing for the eomiug as­
snults . 'fhe grounds in my front had been well 
studi e(l by myself, ill company with my brigade 
commanders and coloncls of regiments , and all t he 
de tail s for the supply of ltmmunitioll , p rovisions, 
wn,tor , caro fot' the wou nd ed , :tud OthOl' necessary 
arrangemen ts had bcen attended to, so t hat we 
waited fo r t ho enemy with pot'fect cn.l mll ess and 
\\it h con fidence in ou r a.bili ty to repel them. 

A heavy fog h ung O\'CI' the vall ey, conccaling t he 
tOWll from our view, a nd uutillate in the dn,y t ho 
banks below were not v isiblo. As I was a.IL-Gously 
inquir ing for some news from t he p ickets, s iLlce t he 
poin t of attack had not yet been developed, my aide­
do-oamp,Captain H. L . P. King, volUllteered togo to 
the rivcr and colleetiufo r lUation bypel'sonnl obser­
vation, a.nd I consented to hi s going, b ut did not send 
him . H e rode off, and in about two hours returned, 
reporting t hat he had r idden doml D eep Run as fa r 
as he conld go in sufety 0 11 horseback , and, d is­
mount ing a nd conccal ing h is ho]'so, had gono on 
foot down the rilll t o i ts mouth, and from t here he 
had watched the enemy crossing t he r iver on two 
bridges. One 0 1' two hlUldl'ed yards below the 
month of the run largo bo(li es of iuflLll try, a r till ery, 
and some cavulry had crossed, while he:wy fo rces 
on the opposite side were waiting their hll'n t o 
cross . On hi s return he hud gone iuto a t wo-story 
wooden dwelling on the banks of the river , and had 
t aken a leisllrely view of t be whole surround ings, 
confi rming his observatious t aken from the mout h 
of Deep Run. T his wa s a during reconnoissance, 
as, at the t ime, nOll e of OlU' t roops wero wit hin a 
mil e of him . Up to th is t ime the enemy had not 
shown us any ycry largo body of h'oops, either in 
F redericksb urg, on t he oppos ite s ide, 0 1' b elow. 

On the 13th , during t he eurly mOI'n ing, a t hick 
fog en veloped t he town in my front a nd t he valley 
of the r iver , but bet wcen !) and 10 o'clock it li fted, 
a nd we could see on out' r igh t, below Deep R Ull, 
long li nes of the e nemy s ll'e tching down the ri ver , 

and .neal' i t , bu t llOt in motion. R econlloitel'ing 
par tIes on. horseback were exam ining t he gr ounds 
III .ft·on t of our :tl'my, coming wi t h in l·u.ngo ,yithon t 
bel ~,l g, .fired 0 11. A fte r t hey retired a s t rong b od 
of m fantry acl\'aneed f rom a poin t on t he rivel~ 
somewhat below m y extre me l'i ""bt as 1· [ t . ' . e ,ogaln 
p.ossesslOll of t he Bel'll a rd woods, b ut I h ad se ven 
rifle-guns ,on t he hill ;tboyo those woods to mcet t his 
Yery.contlUgen.cy , a lld, t hese open ing ou t h is nd­
~' ::mcl~lg ? ody, It f ell back to t ho r i vel' befor e com­
lUg wlthlU rea ch of Barksdale. 
. As the fog lifted higher , an immense column of 
IUfan~ry could be seen hal ted on t he other Side f 
tbe lwer, along t he road l eading from. t he 1 il~ 
beyonc~ ~o tl~e 'Pontoon-br idges in fTont of t he to~\'D_ s 
and e:::tencliu g back for miles , as it looked to us' 
aull still we eOlLld not see tho end I J k ' 
ft t h ' n ao 'son's 

'on t e enemy had Ild vnn ned an,l tl . [ . r . "' , leu' Ol'mUlg 
mes were p lnUll y Vis ible, while ill L onffs t l'eet's 
fr~ll t we eOl~d see no body of troops on the F red­
orleksbmgSl(le of the l'iver Tile · t· t· th J . . inC Jea Io ns were 

at . ackson was to receive t he firs t blow and 
Ge,nClal L ongstreet came to mo and sa id h ~ was 
SthOlD.g over t o tha t fla.nk . I cnlled h is att ention to 

e IIn meuse column of t . . . , l OOPS Op pOSIte us, ou t he 
ot her sule of the river with its I d t tt b ,. d,.,. c: • ' l ea n, Ie pontoon_ 

II ",e~ , CroSSlllg to Fredcri eksblU" , . 
(linte fr ont d t . g IU om l IDm e-

, , a u old hIm t ha,t ill my judgmen t t he 
mos~ d esperate assa ul t was to be m ade ou h is f ront 
aud It would be do\~eloped close t .·tl ' 
k nowi u"" that it wn' . , . 0 u s , \\1 lOut our 

t . 0 s fOI mlllg, nor should we know 
W IOU It commenced to movo u ai 
~ssaul tt'~'tulddbe sudden, a nd ~'e ~~~ l~l~i::~~:~; 
o mee I , an that t here were eert'linl 

of t ho e.nemy ill that column threat~nin y a s man y 
peared III the lines opposite G . I J g us as np-

. I L t eue l a a ckson. Gen-
el a ongs reet ngreed wit h m e ad· d 

N t If ' n l'emaUle , o ong a t el', t he g rand d' . . 
F ran k lin , ill plain view [ 1.OID ·IIV ls lon of Ge. neral 

. W lore we s too 1 . 
seena(} vanc ing intwoli ]les .I ..... li ns t J .l ek " [' was . I ' . . e ' , son S Tout 
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check could I observe ill the adv3.llce, and the first 
line in good order entered t:he woods and was lost 
to om' view. But t he immediate crash of musketry 
and the thundel' of artille ry told of a. desperate 
conflic t, and we wa.ited anxiously for some s ign of 
the result. Soon masses of tho enemy were seen 
emero-ino- from the woods in ret reat, and the wholo 
body °of the enemy marched back in tho di.rection 
they eamo from , in excellent order, and Yery de­
libera.tely. Now begftn the trial against Long­
street's lines j but our confidence in our ability to 
resist aU assaults against us had been wonderfully 
increased by seeing t he repulse of Franklin. [Soe 
the narrative by Genera'! Reynolds on page 177.] 

My line of defense "was a brokon one, l'lUlning 
from the left along the sunken road, near the foot 
of Marye's Hill, where General Cobb's brigade 
(less tlJ~ 16th Georgia) was stationed. During the 
12tIJ t he defenses of t hi s line had been ext.ended 

beyond the hill by au embankment thrown up to 
protect tho right from sharpshooters, as ulso t? re­
sist assa.ults that might be made from that direc­
tion and t hen the line was retired a hlUldred or 
mor~ yards to the foo t of t he hiUs in t?e real', 
alono- wh ich was extended Kershaw's brigade of 
Son tIl Carolina troops, and General Barksdale's 
Mississippians, b 'om left to right, the brigade of 
General Semmes being held in r eserve. 'fhe Wash­
ington Artillery, under Colonel :-Valton, were in 
position on the crest of Marye's BIll over the heads 
of Cobb's men, and two. brigades under Ge~eral 
Ransom were held here III reserve . The heights 
a.bove Kershaw and Barksdale were crowned with 
18 ritle-guns and 8 smooth-bores belonging to bat­
teries, and a number of smooth-hores f rom the re­
serve artillery. The troops could not be well seen 
by the enemy, and the a r t illery on m~ rear line 
was mostly concealed, some covered WIth brush. 
'rhe enemy fTom their position could llOt see tho 
sunken road near the foot of Maryo's Hill, nor do 
I think thoy werc awa,re, until it was mad~ kn own 
to thcm by our fl1'e, that tbCl'O WIl,S nn mfn.ntl'y 

force an), where except on top of the hill , as Ransom's troops could 
be seen t here, in resel've, and t he mell ill the s unkcn rond were vi si­
ble a t a short d ista.nce only. 

Soon nfter 11 A. M . the el\emy u,pproached the left of my line by 
the T elegl':Lph road, and, dcploying to my righ t, cftm e forward !l,ud 
pIa.nted gu iLl ons or standards (whether to mark their adY:lllce or t.o 
aid in the alignment I do lIot kn ow), and commenced firing; but 
tho nre from om' artillery, :md especially tho infantry fire f rOlll 
Cobb's brigade, so thinned their ranks th ftt the line rot.reated with ­
out ndvancing, lea"ving t heir gui. 
dons planted. Soon another 
force, henNier tha.n the first, 
advanced, and 'wero (ll'iven 
back with great shughter. 
They werO met on re­
tiring by reinforce­
ments, and advanced 
again, but were 
again repulsed, 

·-;t ' :.: .... -- WITH '.rilE ARTILLERY, 
." _ ... _:",. TIlE SUNKEN ROAD UNDER l'IJ .:.\I{YE'S HU .. L, 

" Y with great loss. Tbis continued until about 1 
P.M •••. '1'he enemy, I,hen deploying in a ravine 

about three hundred yards from the stone wall, ad­
vanced wi t h fresh lines of attack at short intervals, 
but were alwa.ys ill'iven back with great loss. This 
was kept up until about 4:30 p. M., when tho as­
saults ceased for a time; but tho enemy, posting 
artillcry 011 the left of the Telegl'aph road, op ened 
on our position j however, t hey did no damage 
worth particularizing. 

The batteries on Marye's Hill wero at this time 
silent, having exhausted their ammunition, and 
were being relioved by guns from Colonel E. P. 
Alexander 's battalion. Taking ndva,ntago of this 
lull in the conflict, tho 15th South Carolina was 
brought forward .from the cemetery, where it had 
been ill reserve, and was posted behind the stone 
wall, supporting the 2d South CfLrolina regiment. 

The enolllY in the mean while formed a s trong 
column of lines of attack, alld advanCing uuder 
cover of t.heir own artillcry, and no longor impeded 
b y ours, came forward a,long om whole front in the 
most determined manner; but by this time, as just 
eA--plained, I had lines foul' deep thl'ougbolJt the 
whole sunken road, and beyond the rigllt fl ank . 
The fTont rank, firing, stepped back, and t he next 
in r eal' took its place and, :tfter firing, was replaced 
by tho n ex t , :md so on in rotation. In thi s wttytho 
volley fil'ing was made nearly continllous, and I.he 
file firing very destrllctive . 'I'he enemy were re­
pulsed at nil point.s. 
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:1:'1'0111 a.llhotogral>h ta ken 11\ ISS~, 

l'iOTE.-Tu tho b:lCkg roUIHI Is soon the COn tin nation of H:\Il· 
ovor s trcot·, which 011 t.ho Ion ascolllis tho hill to tho Maryo 
!'oIftnFliOIi. 'rho lIttlo squaro t10hlllcs in tho fork m:ulo by tllo 
fOl'lllor roall alI<I tho Telegraph road. Noal']Y all that rem ained 
in 1$ 1 of tho famolls st.o110 wall is SOCII ill tho right of tho Jllc. 
tlll'O. 'l'ho horscs aro in tll O rontl, whi ch is a cOlltlllllntloli of 
tho s treot south of IIaI\O\'cr strcct., allli 011 which Is tho brick 
hOllSO m c ntlOl\cilln Gonol'al COllch's artl clc. Tho house III 
which Gcncral Col)l) llicll wouillbe tho 1l0~t obJcctln the rlg llt 
of tho llicturo i r tl\() forcgrollllli WCI'O oxlollilcii. 

In Il ls otllelall'e!lort Goncral K Cl'SImw, wllo SIICCCCilCII Gon. 
c rll] Cobb, tlllls doscl'ibos tho si tuation during tho battle III 
t.hat )larL of tho roall seoll In tIlO IIIotlll'C, .. Tho rontlls about 
25 foet wille, ami I!! faeetl hy n. stOIlO wall 1I1J\lut 4 feot high 011 
tho cl t,y s hle. 'I'ho rorlll hil\' lng bcou cut out. of the side of the 
hill, In many places this last wallis 1101. vi!;il)IO above tllO snr. 
fa ce of tllO g'1'01i1lt1. The grounl1 falls off l':1pitlly to almos t.ll 
len:ll s urface, wllich ex tcmls about 150 ranis, theIl, with' an. 
othcr abl'nptrall of a fow fcet, to auoU le r plain wlllch extentls 
somo ~ yards, nTlIl the n falls off abruJltly Into a. witle ravlllo, 
Wlliel \ c:xt.cnds along tllo wllolo fI 'Ollt;of thee! t.)· anti tl1gehnrge8 
Into Halcl Rml. I fOUllIl, on Illy :11'1'1\'11 ], that Cobb's brig-ntle. 
Coiollol l\f eMlIlan com mf\lUUng, oecn]ll cl\ onr en t il'o front, and 
my h'OOllS coul l! only gut into ]loslt illn lJ~' Iloul)ling on them. 
Tills was accordingly tlon o, anti tll o fOl'lllatlon almlg most of 
the line Illlring the e ngagcmcnt was eonscflnCiltly fonr dcep. 
As an e\· ltlonce of thecoolllcss of thecolllmall11, Imay m e ntion 
horo tlmt, Ilotwithsta mliu g that thclr IIro w m:l tho IIlost r apid 

The las t clml'go was made a lter s tUldown-iu 
fact it was all'cudy dark ill tho vftlley. A Federal 
officer who was in that a ss:mlt told me that the 
first discharge at them was a. volley, and the bul­
lets went oyer the ir heads " in sheots," and that 
his command was ordered to li o down, a,nd <lid li e 
dOW'l1 for a. f ull half-hollr awl then retired, leaving 
t\ large llUmber of kill ed fblHI wounded. 'rho firin g 
ceased as dur]:;ness increased , nml about 7 P . i'lI . the 

a llt] contiunous 1 have 0\'01' Wi ll1 (H~SCtl , not. a man was injurel\ 
by tho ill'oot his coml~t\os, . . . ] 11 tlWItlOll1l timo line :lfl t' r 
IIno of tIm eucmy tlcJlloyetl in ti le ravine. alll i advancetl to the 
attack 111. int.e n ·als of not mOl'e thall fift e en minu t e!> until 
about ·1: 30 o'ch'ck, when tllOl'u was a lull of about n. half.houl', 
tIm'lug which a mass of lU'tillery was ]llacell til Jlos ition in 
fron t o[ the to\\'1I allll 011611ell upon 0111' llosilioll. At th is lime 
I lJrolLg lLt up Colonel De Sallss\lro'~ regiment. OUI' baU crlr.s 
011 tho hili were s ilont, ]1 :1\' i1l1; e xh:l\l sted I)wlr :lIll1lHlIIltiOll, 
lIud the \Vashillg ton Artlllcl'.r w el'e l'oliev o)d by 11 11l1l·tof Coli,· 
nel Alexalllle l" S b llttnlion. U lttl CI' CO\'CI' of this :u>tillor~' fire. 
the most formltlabl o cnlUln ll of at.tac k WIIS {ol'motl, wiliell, 
about {) o'cloek, oltleq;ctl from lite I'ftytno, lIml, 110 Ilm:;Cl' 1m. 
petletl by 0111' al'll1lcl'Y. Ilnlle tllollsl.\· a ss: till'tl (Jur \\' 11010 fl'onl. 
FI1lIll th is tilllO until aft e r G o'c1uck tho allack wa s cOllliu\\. 
OilS, aIllI the IIrc On both s iil c>! 101"l'111C. S Ollie few. elliclIl' "r. 
lieers , ~ot within 3O,1'anls of 0111' lincs. but In c n ' IT InM:'lIlCO 
their colulJins WeI'O shattel'crlby t lto timo thl')' gOl witlllU 100 
]Jaccs. Tho 1i"lng g ll1tl lla\ly subsitlml, ami by i o'clock 0111' 
pIcke ts WOI'O est:lhllshCtI Wit hili 30 yanls of tiiOliC (,f t hc CltClIl),. 

"Onr c hlofloss aft er 1;0111111; Into posit ion In tllO 1'011( \ wa !> 
from tho 111'0 of Shfll'IJ.sllOut ers. w llo occllJlICtl ljomo lmihlin gs 
Olt my left flanl;:lll thoclIl'Jy p:t1'to{ th ocng aJ;mncllt. [l1l(1 we r o 
only s llcnccd by CtlJltaiu [ \ V. } Wallacc, of tho ~.I n e:.,:i lllc IlI . 
tlircct1llg tILe continllOus lire of 0110 COlllpany lIpon tilt' !milll. 
In ,(;s, Gcuoml Cobb. I leaI'll. was klllCtI hy a sho t from tllat 
qllllrtcr. ']'110 r Cl! i1Ul' lIlS ()II lho hill s nllc rCtI mos t,. tiS !ll e3' 
wcrc Icss pm·foctl )· covcl'e.I ." 

pickcts of the opposing forees wero posted within 
a short distlLllCO of each athol', my pickets report­
ing noises as of move ments of largo bodies of 
troops in the city. 

Thus ended the batt.lo. 'rhe ouemy remained in 
possess ion of the city luttil tho night of the 15th, 
and then retired across the Rappahannock, 1'0-

suming thoir fonnor positions, nnd Kel'slllLw's bri­
gade of my division l'eoccupiacl t.he city. 



CROSSING THE RAPPAHAi'lNOCK. 
BY IT. G. O. WEYMOUTH, U. S. V., CA.J~TAr~ l!lt h 

MA.SSACHUSETTS nEG UlEXT. 

ON the morning of t he 11th of December, 1862, 
n.bout two hOlll's before daylight, t he regi­

mental commanders of COIOllCl Normuu J. Hall's 
Third Brigade, of Howard's Second Divis ion, Sec­
ond Army Corps, were assembled a t hrigade head­
quarters to receive preliminary orders for t il e 
approaching bat.t1c. Ow, brigade comm:l.1ulcl' ill­
(ol'med us t hat 0111' regiment was to be t.he first t o 
tross the ILpper pontoon-brid gc~ which was to be 
la id by th e engineer corps by daylight, and t hat wo 
wero to hold and occupy the right of tho t OWII Ill!­

til tile whole a rmy shou ld havo crossed , wheu th o 
R ight Grand Division, compris ing t he Scco ll d :tlltl 
Ninth Corps, would charge thc heights, supported 
by art illery in frout .:o;.d on thc right flank. On 
Olll' a rrinll at the ri\"cr at daylight wc foulld bu t fL 

\"Cl'y Slllall section of the bridge laiu, in CO ll se· 
qll e ll ce of the comman liing pos ition which tho CIl · 
cm)' held Oil the right bank of t he ri\'CI', sccl'ctcd 
[I S thcy were behind fenccs made Illllsket.proof by 
pili ng cord.wood and othcr mate ri a ls against them. 
.After I\, fruitless n.ttcmpt of cight hours' uUl'Utionto 

la.y the bridge where the enem)' ha~l absolute con· 
t l'ol of the rh'ol' fl'O llt, the idea was a balldoll ed, 
and Hotice was scnt down to us at the 1':\"('1' tb :t t 
the enomy would be shelled h'om tho heig ht s, with 
ordcrs to take to the ponloon.l>oats and CI'OSS and 
dislodge the euemy in odeI' to enable Ihe cllgiueci' 
corps to complete the hridgc, 'fhe insl:lUt the :1 1'­

lille ry ceased firing, Ihe 7th Mich igau :Iud 10th 
Massachusetts t ook to t he h oats and pol cd across 
tho ri vcr uudcr It hem'y musketry fil'e from the Cll· 

e my, 'l'he 7th Michiga.n was the HI'::it l o make 1~ 
lauding, allli marched up Far(jilltal' strcet in :t (Ii· 
reet line frem the bridge, 'fhey immediately be­
cume scvel'cly engaged, and the first two eomp:udcs 
of the IDth Massachusetts that had c rossed went 
fo rward aud joill ecl t hcm, A few minu tes Iat cl' 
the l'cmail :del' of t he 19th crossed , fo rHl ed ill !iIlC 

0 11 th c bank of the rh'cr , left resting on FIlI'CJullar 
s trcet, and a tlnll1ced, deployiug ns ski rmishc l's ilJ 
ordol' to dri\-e bac k t hc euem)' fl 'OIll th c WCSlCl'll 
PRI't of the city , We were met ~d th such resistillice 
by Bal'ks(1:tle's ud gado, very aptly styled by Gen­
oml Lon::;sll'ect :, Con fcderate hOl'lIots," I hat it wns 
ncarly dusk before we gained the I10rlh s ide or Cllro­
line street. It was 1I0W appal'cut t hat ou r t hin line 
{'ould not make any farthcr adv:t. ll ce :lgninst t he 

formidabl e barricades tbe 
euelnY Iwd crected on t he 
south' s ide of t he street , eOll­
sisting of barrels and boxes, 
fill ed with c:U'th and stones, 
p laced between the honscs, so 
as 10 fOl'1ll 3. continuous line 
of dcfense, and the left of onr 
line was forced to fall back 
dow n Farquhar strect, fully 
onc-half the di stanco from 
Cal'olino st reet. On reporting 
0111' position to 3. stafI-OmCl'r 
our brigade commandcr 01'­
dcred t he 20tll :MassaclluscLts 
to clell\' the stree ts . 'fhey 
mll rclled up Farquhar st l'C~t 
in company 0 1' divis ion (ront, 
a nd on reaching Caroline 
st reet whee led to t ile ri ght; 
but before tho full regiment 
had cnt ercd the stree t the 
cnemy, frolU their snug 1'C­
t rcats, poul'cd snch :I deadly 
fil'e 011 t.hem ns to force them 
to retire with grea.t loss. 

'l'hi s action of the 20th eu­
n.bled our left to regain our 
position ou Caroline street, 
wh ich was main ta ined lllltil 
Barksda le withdre w hi s eOIll­
nlHnd to t he heights, about 
au h01l1' a fte r dark . At a.bout 
II o'c lock GCII (:ral H oward 
c l'ossed ovor to leaI'll 0111' posi. 
tion . I llfol'ming him that the 
euemy had retircd in 0111' fl'ont , 
I asked hilll if we s hould 11I0\-C 

forward. .tVtcr making some 
ill Cjlli l'ies concerningoul' right, 
ho though t nothing would be 
gained by doing so. We re­
mai ned in th is position un til 
nbout noon of the 13t h. 

BAn"':SDA .. LE·S l\H SSISSIPPLL .... S OPP OSIN G THE L .\ YL"G 
'1'I:IE PO~TOON.BHmGES. ' , OF 
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A HOT DAY ON MARYE'S HEIGHTS. 

BY WILLIAM ) l1LT.ER OWEN, FIHS'l' 
LtEUTEXAX1'. C. S. A. 

A.1Jlllflllt, of t he :-.'o\\' O,·lc:l11 11 "\\' :l l4 h lll~ t nn ,\,'TllIery," 
at tI le lJattic of .FI'C.hl l'!ck~h11l-g. 

ON t he night of t ho 10th of Deecm bcr we of t he 
Ne w Orl eall~ 'Yashillg toll AI·tillery sat up I!ltO 

in our cflmp 011 Ma.I'Yo's H cights, e ll tel'taillillg'somo 
vi s itors in au im}Jl'o,ised thentOl' , s mokin g 0111' 
pipcs, :tIllI talking of home, A filia l punch hlLV illg 
b eon bl'ewed amI d isposed of, cyc ry body crcpt un­
dcr t he blankets and W:lS soon ill tho land of Noll , 
In lLn hour 01' two we wcro aro used by the I'eport; 
of n. hem'y gUll , I was li p in :m ins tan t , for if 
t here should hc anothcr it wou ld bo the s ignal t ha t 
the CIWIllY wns preparing to c ross the r i\'el'. ) [1', 

PlOI'cnce, a. cidliall i ll the bi\'ouuc, bOllllced ns if 
he had It concea led spring Illillc l' h is lJ1allkct, lIud 
C'ricd, " " 'akc u p! wake up ! whnt's t h.l!?" 'ril e 
deep 1'0011' of the sccond glln was hennl, aud \\'0 
knew ",liat WI:' hat!. to do. It WllS 4 o'c lock. 0111' 

ol'dcrs wero t hat u?on thc fil'ill g of theso s ignal 
g uns we shou ld at onc~ take ou r places in thc l'e-

doubts prepared for us on l1 ', ,·\·e'-' H ·,II ! . 
I . I /I •• , .. nll( await 
(C\ e opments. Boot s and s 'llidl , ~_11 • _ 

dtl , . , c'" \\ltSSotlndecl 
an · .Ie eamp was Illstautl,' astir ""(]. tl ' 
ll ' . , In Ie b'1'uy of 

10 m01' llI11 g \\'e were 011 t ho Phnk 1'0' , I I I. · 
II I ·11 TI ' . . • , l Cal Ing to Ie .11, 10 position r each ed t'. 
t h I b ' ' " uo m en made e r cc ou ts a s snug a s p OSSi ble, a nd tilld' ,'; < 

epaulc ments not to t h eir lil"u,. ' .0 ,t 1.11;:0 ~h e 
. k ' · "'1 \ II owol'kwlth 

PiC" and sh ovel thl'owiuO' the (] . ,t , I' t t l . 
I [ I ' , . .... II ,t 1 e II100li er 

llIH :IS U 0I11U ..... em bl"HHlros to f· , I j b , , , . "" . • . . Irc \I'OU g L, 'l'hc . _ 
g'mOet s obJcct ed, and said thcy W('ro "l'ui uh ~t 
~\'O~'ks,lI bu~ th ~ eann~nee rs said, ., 'Ve h 3."\'e t~~i ~e 
.ICl e, not )O U , w e will tll'I'lLIl,"e them to s ui " g t 
7~i~es .'1 And Gen eral Longs h:eet n.PPl'O\' il~""'I; s~~-

yo u sn.;;e the tingcI' of 1~ IllHU'S hand th3.t d ' 
some good , A deuse fog cO\'{"!rell I h e CO ~IIl"I' \' Oes 
we could not (liseeI'll Wh'lt.. . : ,3.od 
town. • "\\,IS gOllIg 011 III t ho 

'l'he mOl'niu !!: of the l Ot·I, · I 
~ - . \\ us II so fogg' 1 . was llOt until 2 p .... , tl . t ·, I ), ane It 

, . • 1,1 I C c 'lrod 11' _1 
we could see the Stafford H ei ..... ' . . ,0 _, ~ allu ~hen 
de nselr j};lckeu witl, t .. ",hts 1l(, 10:,sS tho l'I\'e1', 

, . 1'00ps. At 3 P ] 
c(llulUn m oved '] 0 " · ' , t I - . M. It ICll\')' 

, O \ \'U I'( 0 0 f I 
Ileal' the !ras wOl'k~ ' I I (1 , n O t 10 b ridges 

~ . • I "\\e o pc ncd . 
iug Some s plendid pl'aet ic . I upou It, mal;,_ 
them up pl'odi ..... ious ly fo ,o ... ]nul a.ppul'e nll y stit'l'ing 

::. ., I .. lC'y SOO n fio ught coole r 



loca-lit ies . , 'lhile QlII' g Ull S were 
firing t he enomy's IO ll g-range 
batteries on tho StufIonlHeights 
opened upon \I S , as mucb as to 
say, <I ,Vhat nl'C you u,bout oyer 
th~l'c ~ " 'Vc p:l id no atten tion 
to their incJldl'~', as our guns 
could not r oach t hem . 

At da-Wll t he next morning, 
December 13th , in the fresh and 
n ippi ng ai r , I s te pped upo n the 
ga il ery ovcl'looldug tho heights 
back of tho little o ld-(ash io ll cd 
tow u of Freder ickshurg . He~l.\'y 
fog and mis t hid ~h e whole plni] l 
bet ween the hClgh ts :I ud t he 
HappaiJannock, but under 00\'0 1' 

of t hat fa.... a nd w it hi n easy 
can nOll - sh~t lay BUl'lI s ide's 
army. Al ong the heig h ts, to the 
ri g ht a nd left o~ w here I \\" a~ 
standing, extcll ellll g' a length of 
nearly five mil es, la.y Lee 's al'ln y. 
'I'he bU g'les a nd the ell'lIm cor ps 
o f th e rcspcc tive nl'mies 'were 
l lOW sound ing I'e "cill e~ a nd t1~o 
t l'OOPS were preparing fol' t hCl I' 
early mea l. All kne w we shou ld 
ha.ve:~ b:1ttl e t o-d iLl', ttlld a g l'cat, 
oll e for the encmy had crossed 
Ihe 'ri ver in imlHe llso 1'o l'ce upon 
hi s pon toon s d ul'i ll g t he ldgh t. 
On t hc COllfed erate s ide all ~\'a s 
rea dy a,nd rh e shock was a Waited 
'.dth· ~tll lJ bol'll resolutio n. L ast 
nl",ht we h ad spl'clnl 0111' blanket s 
1I 1~on the ba re 11 00 1· in the parlor 
of. l\Iarye's hou:<c. a, lI rlllOW 0~1t' 
b reakfast was be iug prep:U'ec~ III 
ils fi re-p l:Lce, nnd we were ~m-
patie ll t to h :w e it 0 \·c1': A.rt CI' 'l'Im \\' ASf:l L.~G 'rON 
ha stily di spatchiug tlll S light , 

A RTILLERY OX i\LAH.YE 'S l lL LL FIHING U PON 'rUE UNION COLlJ l'>I ='S l;'O HM[ XG F OR T m :; ,,-\ SSAULT. 

road, and Ccll back in grcat con­
fus ion, Spotting t he fields in 
our f rout , we could detect littlo 
pat cbes of h lue - t he dead a.nd 
wOIllHled of t he Federal infantry 
who hnll fa ll en facing the vcry 
muzzles of our guns. Cooke's 
brigade of Ransolll1s division 
was now placed in the sunken 
road with Cobb's mell . At2p. :M. 
ot her colum ll s of t he euemy left 
the crest and llll n lll ced to tho 
attack ; i t ap pcared to us that 
t hcre was 110 cnd to t hem. On 
t hey eame in beau t. if uJ army and 
seemingly mOl'e de termined to 
hold t he l,laill than before j but 
our fir e was murderous, a ud no 
t roops on earth could s tand tho 
fell (PcJucr \\'e werc gh'ing the m. 
In the fo remost li ne we dis tin­
guished t he g reen fl ag wi t h the 
go lden htll·p or old I rela nd, and 
we k ncw it to be Me:lgher's hish 
brigade. The g unncrs of the two 
l'i fl e-pieccs, COI'pom ls Payne 
lIud Hardi e, werc direc ted to turn 
Lheir g uus ag ainst t hi s columnj 
b ut t he ga llan t enemy p ushed on 
beyond :111 former charges, and 
fought n !HI left their dcad within 
Ih e-n IId-t wcuty IHtces (If tho 
s lUl ken road. Our position ou 
the hill was now a hot one, and 
t hl'ee reg iments of Ransom's bri­
gnde werc ordered up to rem­
force the in[an lry in the road. 
" 70 wtltched t hem as they came 
marchi ll g: ill line of b a.ttle from 
t ho rear, where lhey had been 
lying i ll l'eSCr \·e. They passed 
t hroug h our works m1l1 rushell 

I I b 0 " n,.cl noru -breau , the colonel, chief bug· Inca 0 ac ' " . 
. ] I (-t he ncl J' utan t of t he battalion) moun ted 

leI all( I' \ , . ' t 
' I . os '" " Il'ocie out to ill spect our Illes . ISI -our l OI S' • . .£1 

. fi" 11 0 p os it ion of t he l O_pounder Parrott 1'1 e 
Illg IS I ' G ' ' 11 ]1 " 1 ' 

b [>1 k ,·o·,d we 10ll ud a iln nl I an( liS )0) S on t e an . • . , , I PI k 
'1 . ke'""II'I::'l.dy'fol'b us lll ess . ACl os8t le an \\, ](e 3.\\ a , • f D I I 

d . , ", ... ,·t hwol'k was t he hatte l'), 0 OWl ( -ron. , I ll ,tn ... , ~ , . , C I d 
' 11 C ",o.,oe l·S of L OUI Siana, nil reo es :Ul son VI 0 lLl . . ' . ' I 

II , le] ·,c ,'·· H id i Jl<~ to tho rea l' ofMal'ye s lOuse, 
ga a n so ~ . . "" S' ' [ '11 

. 't I' t ' lI·n the redoubts of <[II I1 'es, I I I or , we VIS I e< I II • I [ . 
I E I I " ,. 'u ld fou nd cvorytbmg reae y .01' Ill -a.n( !.oS I CIlI.. " . . lI b 

. t' 'I ' be 1UIl l1lll1l ltWU ches ts lfit cen SUl.I1t llC lOll, 
<. II the limhc!'s and placcd upon tho gl'ound 

taken 0 I 'rl I . behi nd t he t\,tLVcl'ses closo t o t Ie g UllS. Ie WIses 

d I· b 's l",el l)ee ll sont to t he l'ea l'o uLof dauger . a.n 1m et. " I . \Vc (h·ow roin a nd s poke a fe w words to CllC ) III 

, - 'IW a.nd ltt the 3d Company's rcdou bt wc wero 
pn~:--t' "1 ' 1- S"""Cftnt" B illy" E ll is to pa rtako of 11I \' l e( Jy'''' ... • ]' 

" f' ,oil· " which hi s moss bud l)l'cparo( III some ca I.l 1 , • 
, . 1 .ke t Nothing loth, we dntll k a t lll -CII P-

a hol so )II C . "'\1 I " ' '' J'' " 
I f ,I " 0' 

"'x 'Letly· .. OC Ifl, 01 ,I\ fl, fill alll OUII , ..... . 
1 " '1 1)0 " 01' IJ'M'c lt cd e OI'll . H owo\'Ol', It was 
) lI t 10:; ' ,. 11 
h t t he mOl'llin,!! was raw, a nd It d id ve l·Y \\'~ . 

o ... \ t 12 0'01001;: tiho fog Itad clea red ,. a nd WIllI? we 
w(' l.e ~ i tl i llg ill Mal'Yc's ya rd smok lTl g.oll l' PlJ)CS, 
nfler a. lunch of hnrd c rackc l' ~, :L eOIl l'le l' ca llio to 
Colone l " 'n ltoll , beari ug a. d espa tch [ I·om Goncrnl 

L ongstrce t for Gonera l Cobb, b ut , for our informa- self abovc the crest of the r idge tlud advanced in 
t ion as we ll , t.o be rend and t hen g h·en to hi m. It columns of b l'igades , and at onco Out' gU ll s beglM) 
was ns follows : " Should Gell era l Alldersoll, onyoul' t heir deadly wOI'k with sholl fl nd solid shot. How 
left, be compelled to fall back to the second li ne beauti full y t hey oa,me on ! 'l'hcil' b l'ight bn,yonets 
of heig hts, you mus t COliform to his movements ," glistening ill t he sun lig ht made t ho li ne look like 
Descending t he bill in to t he su nken road, I lnaJ e a huge serpent of b lue and steel. 'l'he vory fOl'ee 
my way t hrough the troops, to a IilUe hou!i'e whcre of t heir onset le \'eled t he brond fenccs bOlllldiug 
General Co bh had h is head qunt'lel's, and haud ed the small fields and gardens t hat interspCl'scd the 
h im the dospalch , H e read it ca refully, and said , plai ll . 'We could see out' shells bUl'sting in their 
"Well ! if t hey wa it for me to fall back, t hey wi ll ra nks, 1llflkill g' g reat gaps ; bu t on they came, as 
wait a. long t ime." Hard ly had ho spokeu , wh(, 11 though t.hey would go s t l'aigh t t hrough a nd over 
:1 b ri sk s ld rmish fi re was heard iu front, t own.rd us, Now wegavethelll ell ll istel', aml thnt s tnggel'ed 
t he towu, !lml, looki ng ovcr the stono wall , we saw them, A few more paces 0 11 ward and the Georgi­
our skirmishers falling 1)ack, fil'i ll g as t hey oame ; aus in the I'oad below us rose up, a nd, gl :lllcing 
a t t he same timo the hend of a F eelend column au i ll ~tall t alollg t heir r iflo ba rrcls, let loose a. 
was seen emerg ing from one of t ho streets of the storm of lead in to tho fn ces of t.h e ndVll uce bri­
town. 'ril ey CH mo on at the double-qui ck. with gade. 'l 'h is WllS too much j the columll hesitatedJ 
loud cri cs of " Hi! Hi! Hi !1l which we could dis- and t hOll, tmuing, t ook refuge hehind the ba nk . 
ti nctly hellr, 'f hoir a rms wel'e ca l'1' ied Itt II r igh t B ut 1I 11 0tll f' 1' li ne a ppeared from uehind t he crest 
shoulder shi ft ," a nd t heir colors wcro as la nt lhe and adntneed gall l.l.ntly, and ngnin we opened 0111' 
shoulders of t he col ol·-scrgetlut s , 'fhey c I'ossed the g~m s IIpon t hem, and th roug h the smoko we coult! 
cann l :tt Lh e br idge, aud , g et ti ll g' behind thc ban k d lsce l'll tho red i)]"occhcs of l ha " Zolllwes," and 
to t he low g rou ncl t o tleploy, were almost conceal ed hammel'ed away at t.h em espcciall y . But thi s ad­
from our Sight. It was ] :? : 30 P. ;\1., and it was vu ncc , l ike t.he prcceding onc, a lt hough pass ing t ho 
cvident t ha t we were now going to lUL" e it hot a nd lw in t rcached 11y t he fi rst colmll ll, :'lIlcl cloill g a nd 
heavy . daring a ll that brave men could 11 0, recoiled u nder 

'fbe enemy, huvi ng deployed, now showed him- our can ister a nd the b ull e ts of tho infalltl'Y in t he 
17:'1 

down t ho h ill with loud ye lls, and t hen stood 
shoulder to shoulder \-.,i th t he Gcorgians. 'l'he 25th 
Nor t h Ca roliu ;L regiment, CI'OSSillg Miller's gmlS, 
hal ted upon the crest of t he hill, dressed its line, 
nncI fi t'ed a deadly .... Ol1l~y li t the cnomy at closp 
rauge, and thcn at t he command " F orward ! " 
dash cd dO\\' I1 the h ill. I t left dead men Oil Miller's 
redoubt , a nd he had to d ra g them a way from lhe 
muzz les of his guns. A t this time General Cobb 
fell mort ally wOll nded, aud GCll erul Cooke was 
bol'uO from t ho fie ld, al so wou uded . Among other 
miss iles n, 3-inch r ille-ball camo cl'a tS iling t hrough 
the wOl'ks and fell nt our feet. K ursheedt picked 
it lip and sa ill , t, BoysJ let ' 5 send t his back to t hem 
ag'nin "; mal into the g Ull i t wcnt, a lld was sped 
back i nto t he ·dcnse ranks of t he enemy. 

General K el·sh:Lw Ii0W nd vlluoed from the rear 
with t wo regiments o f hi s infa ntry to l'e inforee t il e 
men ill tho sunken road, who wel'o 1'1Ilming short 
of iMUUlIllli t ion, lmd to t ake comma nd. 

'1'he sbarp-shootel's h/LYi ng got rtLUgO of ollr em­
bl'a su l'es \\'e began to ~ Il fre r. Corpora l Ruggles fe ll 
mod ally w01ll1l\0(1, ItHd P Cl'l'Y. who se ized t he ramM 
mel' as it fc ll from Hugglcs's ha nd , received a bul­
le t ill the fi rm, Rodd wus hold ing " v(,Jl t," a nd 
n way went h is ; ' crazy bono." In quick SlH' CeSSion 
E\'erott, Hossiter , a nd Kursheed t were wounded. 

, 



Falconer in passiug in real' 
of the gtUl S was struck b e­
hind t he cal' and fell dead . 
We w ere DOW so s.hort­
handed that eyel'Y Oll e wus 
in tho work, offiCe l'S3.nd m on 
putting their shoulders to 
tho wheels and rUlluing up 
the guns after each recoil. 
'fhe frQ)-:cn grOtIll (l had 
gh'en way and was ti ll slush 
and mud. "Te were com­
pelled to call upon the in­
fantry to help usat I hOg-II I1 S. 
E shleman crossed over from 
the righ t to report his gUll s 
nearly out of ammunition j 
the ~tber ofilcers reported 
the same. 'rhcy wcre re· 
duced to a. few solid shot 
on ly. It was now 5 o'clock 
P . :'>1., and there was n.lull in 
the storm, 'fhe enemy did 
not seem inclined to ren ew 
his efforts, so am' gllns were 
withdrawn, and t he l)at­
tel'i os of Woolfolk nllll 
Mooch' were su ustituted. 

'rh~ little whit.owashotl 
brick-house to t ho right of 
the redoubt we were ill was 
so batte red with bull e ts dm'· 
ing the fOUl' b OllI'S and n. 
ha lf e ugagement that at the 
close it was tra ns formed to a 
brigbt brick-dust red. An 
old cast - iron stove lay 
against the h ouse. and as 
t be b ullets wOllld sb'ike it, it 
would gi" e forth t hcsollud of 
"bing! bing!" with different 
tones and variations. . , . 

At 5: 30 another attack was ma.de by t he enemy, 
but it wns easily repulsed, and the battle of Fred­
ericksburg was o ,-e1', and Burnsidc was barned and 
defcated. 

IN FIWNT OF THE STONE WALL. 
BY J OHN W. A.MES, BREVET nRlGADmR-GEN­

EHAT~ , U. 8. V. 
Ca ptain 11th U. S, IlIf:1lI1ry, Sccuutl Bl' i !!"nl\O or Hcgl.llnr8, 

nt the Imttle uf Frc(\t;l'ick~tJUI"g" 

ON Saturday, December 13th, 01U' brigade ha<1 
beeu held in rcserve, but late in the day we 

were hurri ed to the battle only to see a, field fltll 
of flying' men and the StU! low in the west shining 
red throu gh columns of smoke-six desc l'ted field­
pieces au n. sUght rise of grottllcl in front of us, and 
a ch eering column of troops in 1'egul al' m~tl'eh di s­
appeari11g ou our left, But the day wns then over 
and the bat tle los t. aud our line felL hm'dly bullets 
enough to draw blood before darkncss put an end 
to the uproar of l1.11 hostil e sounds, saNe desultory 
shell-Bring, For IMt haul' 0 1' two ILftcrward shells 
from Marye's ile igllis trllced brigllt l ilIes across the 
black sky with thcil' bUl'lIillg fuses. 'rhcn, by com­
mand, we SlLnk down in olll'lines, to ge t whitt sleep 
th e soggy grou nd :Mld t ho da nger might allow us. 

COBB'S :\...:. .... 0 KERSflAW'S THOOPB BEHIND TUE STONE WALL. 

We formed in two lill es,-the right of each I'est­
ing: nea.r aud in front of thi s small brick, honse , and 
tho left extending into the field nt right angles 
with the highway. Here we again bivouacked, 
finding room for OUl' b eds with 110 littl e diil1culty, 
because of t he shattered form s of those who were 
here taking their last long sleep, We rose early . 
The h e:Lvy fog was penetrating and chilly, and the 
da.mp turf was no warm Inattress to tempt u s to t1. 
morning lH~p . So we shook off sloth from ou r 
moistened bodies willingly, and rolling up the g:l'ay 
blankets sot about breakf'ust. 'l'ho bivouac b\'e:~k­
fast is n. JlenTer n.ppro:tch to its civilized congenet' 
t ban the bivouac beel. Coffee can b e made hot 
and good in blackened t,ins j pork C!"l,ll be properly 
frizzled only on a stick o,'e1' an open fire j hard 
tack is n better, sweeter lUorsel th an the average 
A.merican housewife has yet achieved with hel' 
salc rn.tu s, SO\\l' milk, fI empt'ins , II lLIHl whn.t-I~ot j 

and a pipe - who can est imate what th:lt !tttle 
implemeJlt has dOllC for mankind Y Certainly nono 
better t hnn t bose who have sought its solace after 
the bivouac break fast tha,t s ucceeds n. bivou8c bed, 
in December, 

Experience had taught liS that when the sil ent li l1e 
of fire from tbe shells had fla shed ncross thc sky 
and clisappeal'ed behind us the scream and expl~. 
sion that followed were harmless, but still it re­
quired some effort to ovcrcome t he cli scomfOl't of 
the dam p ground, and the flash and report of burst­
ing shells, and to ill'op qui etly asleep nt an order, 
W e fi ;lUlly slept, but, we wero rOllsed b efore mid. 
night, aud formed in to li ne with whi spcred com­
mands, and then filed to the righ t, and reaching 
tho highway, marched 11.Way from t ho town, 'l'here 
were Ill:lny dead hOI'ses at ex posed points or aliI' 

J urlling n.ucl many more dead men_ Bere .stood a.-" 
low brick house, wi th an open door in its gnblo end , 
from which shone n.li ght, aud into which we pecred 
wheu passing. Inside sa t a woman, ganntaud hal'd­
featured, wi th cmzy hair and n· Meg i\Iol'l'iliC's face. 
still si tting by a smoking elwell e, t hough it was 
ncal'ly two bOllI'S past midnight, But what wom fi ll 
cou ld s leep, t bough nevcr so masculine nud tough 
of Hbel', alone in a house between two hostil e ar­
mies - two nOl'pses lying across her door-steps, unci 
within , almost at hel' feet, fOIll' morc ! So, with 
wild eycs and face lighted by h er sm oky (;a ndl e, 
she stared :I (;I'OSS the dead buniel' into th c darkness 
outs ide with tho look of one who heHl'C1 and saw 
not, nnd to whom all sounds were l1. tC'l'I'or, 

'We now began to t nke nolc t hl'ongh tho mist.y 
veil of tho wreck o f: l nen ami hor!;es cumheringthe 
ground about us, ~Ild n. slight Ji(tillg of the gray 
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fog showed us the story of 
yesterda.y's rcpeated as-
8ault s :llid repea ted failures, 
"~hen our pipes were ex­
haus ted wo got lip to ins pect 
:lnd criti cise the s ituation . 
Just he l'c was t he wl.'eck of 
a. fen ce. which seemed to 
have been tho higll-tido 
lUark of our acl":lnce·wu,-e 
of battle. 'rhe fen ce was a. 
balTie r whicb. sli ght as it 
W:lS, had t urned buck the 
alrcady w.wering' and lUll· 
t il .tted liuc!' of asst1.ult. Al­
mos t all army Iny about u s 
:l1ld sca tte red back over the 
plain toward the town. Not 
on ly corpses, but mauy of 
the badly wO\Uldec1 , bardly 
di stingllishable from t he 
llead, wOl'e here too. To 
die, groveling on t h e ground 
01' falle n in the mire. is 
dreRoful indeed . The pallid 
faces, and the clammy hands 
c lenching their musk et s, 
looked ghastly l}y the fog. 
li ght. Tho new, bright blue 
overcoats only mallc the 
sight the ghas:tli e l'. 

About e ighty yurds in 
front the plowed field was 
bounded by ,1. st.on e wall , 
mal behind the wall were 
men in gr ay nniforlllS 1ll0'-­

iug care lessly about. This 
picturc is oue of my most 
di stinct meltloric~ of the ·war 
- the men in gmy bohiud 
tb is wall. talking, laughing, 
cooking, cleaning muskets 

cli cking locks - thcre they were! - Lee's s ol~ 
diel's ! - the Army of' Northern Virgi ni:L! ,\Te 
wero so absurdly neal' thi s host of yesterd ay's vic­
tors that we seemed ·wholly in their hands and a. 
par t of their grcat ma ss; cut 00: and remote from 
the Federal lmn,\', aud almost within the lines of 
the enemy - prisoners. of coul'se. rl'ha t was the 
immediate impression , as we stupitlly gazcd in the 
fit'st moment of the awk-ward discovery, 

But the sharp whistle of a bullet sounded in om' 
enrs, and n. rebel's fn.ce peered through the puff of 
smoke, flS he removed tho rill e trom hi s shoulde r· 
then rapidly IIHH adozen more bullets whi s tl ed b; 
us, and the wurlling sent u s all to earth. " 

'I'ho Cl~emy riddled every moving thing in s ight j 
horses tied to the wheels of a. broken O'ull .enrri RO'e 
behind us j pigs that incautionsly cn~lo gl'lU\ ti~g 
from ac~oss the road j even chickens wel'{: brought 
down WIth nn accu racy of aim tha.ttolcl of:~ fa.tltliy 
short mnge, and of a. better practice than it would 
bl.we beeu \\ri8,e for Olll' numbers to face , They 
n,pplallded the il' own s uccess with a hibu'i ty we 
could bl\l'dly share in . as t h eir chic kC'H -sliooting 
was across vuI' backs, leaving us no extra room for 
t.urnin g'. But t his was mere wantOll llosS of sh1.lIg11_ 
tel:. not indul¥ed .in when tho higher gl1.me ill blue 
um(orm was 111 Sight. Tho m cn ' .... h o had left our 



ran ks for watcr, or 
[rom :my ca.uso, be· 
fo re we wore p i.nned 
to t he earth, came back 
at g ren.t peri l. ludced, 
I believe not one of 
thom reac hed our l ine 
lv' ai n unhurt. Some 
\\~rc Idllcd ou t r igh t j 

othors wero mortu ll y 
wo unded , [t, lld died 
within n. f ew s teps of 
us j ~l11d s cYcl'nJ wbo 
t l'i ed to dl'ng t hem­
sc lYCS a.way fl at UpOll 
t heir faces werc put 
out or t heir misery. 
This, too, shoIVed us 
p laiuly whnt we mig ht 
ex pect, an d fixed our 
b O!IIHl s to s lIch seg­
me nts of tbe ti eltls as 
WCl'O h id ll c n f rom t he 
enomy. This was not 
ali ke t hrough out t ho 
line. A t one p oin t t he 
exposure was : ~bso­
lute, and still ness as 
absolute was the ou ly 
sufe ty. A slight bar­
ri e r was arter ward 
fCl'mod a t t his point 
by n. disposa l of t ho 
dead bod ies i n front, so 
that t he dead actua ll y 
s lJ e ltercd t lJ e li ving. 

Arter t wo 0 1" t hree 
hOIll's of t his experi -
e nce we bccame some-

... - ...:..- .. 

what accllstomed to 
t he si t ua ti ou ,- fol' ma n becomes. acc ll ~tomcd t o 

I os t 
"

" ,' t hi ng that savors of l"Outllle,- and 
am <. .. I I ' ' t' 
Ica rne t! wit h cons iderable cxa~tlless t iC Iml 1Il -

, I I ' J "'0 mi .... ht move With safe ty, and t he S ll e W lie I e. 
limi t al so of c nd ul'ltble cons tra lll t , It was sOlne­
wh a,t curi ous t o sce how strong t he tobacco hunge r 
was wi t h m n,ny -perhaps with llI ost. Mon ~\'ollhl 
' um p to t heir fee t and run t he ~ c ll gth of IL reglll1 cn t 
io borrow tobacco, a.nd in so dow :; l'un th e gauut.!et 
of :1, hund red shots . Thi s ,,:a5 so rare ly accom-

I , 1 I ' e" ti l'O safet l.' t hat It WO ll the applause p IS lOt III < ,J • 

" I ' "' ld hear ty congr~Lt lll a,tJ o lis to a nyone o ~ our lIl e • . . . 
" t t e" otl""h to s::w e bls li fe a nd s weete n I t ( 0 1' nna e I:' ' 

wil b t lJ e sa vory morsel. . 
All t hi s wo uld b~we been lud icrous bll t for til e 

actua l s utfe l'iJlg inl1ict ed upon so ma ny . ~Ie.n WCl'C 

t II h ',t <, n,l t hero was no chance to b illd 111' mol' a y " 
th ' ,Is ' t hey we re a lmost as far beyond Ollr CIt' woun , , . 
help as if they had been m~es a\\,:Ly .. A li ttle was 

l 'sl,e,1 fol' thei r r elief by ]lflSsm g can teens UCCOIl1P 1 · , 
f l'OIll hand t o h :tnd , keepl1lg them close to t he 

rOll ud alit of s igh t, a nd SOl~lO of th e wOlllld~d 
~te rc wh ere a little mau ipula tlOn ?Ollid be done III 

( t It was sad to hear the crJCS fade away to 
sa c y , ,·tl t 1 low moans, a nd t he n to s ilell cc, W I I ? U It C lance 

t I I The h~llgh OVOI' a s tl cecs!< t tl l chaso rOJ' 
OICp. · I 't 

tobacco would d ie ft Wn.y on ly t o C 11l1Jge III 0:1, m lll'-

mil l' 01' indi g nation ut ' t he next cl' ue l sla ugh te l'. 
, 01""' '-'1' bOl'ish and l' uddy, frcsh from IL i\. yo ung .,.,,-,. , . ' 

/ 
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Slowly t he s tm de­
clined , H e had been 
our fr ie nd all d ay, 
shining th rough the 
Decem bcr ai r w it h a u 
lLut Ulllll glow that al­
most wal'lI1 cd t he cbill 
earth; b u t a t his las t 
half-hour he seemed 
to h ang motionless in 
the western s ky . H is 
goillfr doWll would set 
us freo; f ree fl'om the 
fire t ha t wa s galling 
and decimating liS j 

free from t he feal' of 
gUllS on th e r ight , and 
ad yance f rom th e 
front j free f.1·om IIUlU b­
ness, a nd const ra int, 
a.nd irksomeness, and 
frec from t he cold, wet 
earth , Also it would 
b rin g u s messengers 
from the town to call 
us back fro lll t he ex-

......... . .. ,:' , posed pos iti on and t he 
field of dead b odies. 

TEm STONE WALL UNDE R ?Ol .ARYE'S J1EIG HTS. 
F I'OIII a !)ho(ogt':!ph taken Im mecll at elr a ft" r 5 cclg wlc k cnrrlccl IIHl l,os lt lon IJr a!!san IJ , at. t he 8ccOlul att a ck , )'I ay 3, 1863, 

visit home, with brighte r sword and shou.l del'­
stJ-aps than mos t of li S, ra ised h is head to look a t 
the enemy, and n bu lle t a t once pierced h is brain . 
W ilhout a word 01' groa n his head sank agai n, hi s 
rosy cheek grew Ihid, and his blood cJ'imsoned his 
folded hands . Next 3. leg 01' a rm was shattcl'e(l 
as i t became ex poscd in shi rting from t he weari­
somen ess of 0111' p osition . Presently 3. system of 
l'eporting the casualtics became established j the 
namcs of the injured were passed f rom mouth to 
mouth - ' ( Ca.ptnill AI - - , 17th, j us t kill ed " ; 
" P ri "ute --, Co. C, 11th - -, knocked o"e l'!' 
'£h08e who were fortun a.te enough to have paper 
a nd p oncil, and elbow-room enough to ge t them 
fro m pocket-dep ths, kept 3. l ist of the names of tho 
kil led and wounded j the occupation t his gfwe 
pro\'cll a b lessing, ror the hom's wel'e very long 
and weary, I suppose cll ll ui is b~\l'(l1y the word 
where nervcs a re on the rack, ILlld d anger pin ­
ions one to a s ingle spot of ea r th; ye t someth.i ng 
li ke ellllui. came over li S, . . I was called bac k 
to t he d ull wet eaJ,th nnd the cro nc:: hing li ue at 
Preder icks burg by a. request rrom Sergeant R ead, 
who" guessed h e could hit that cuss with a. spy­
glass"- pointi ug, as he s poke, to th e batteries 
tha t threa tened om l'ight f1 Ullk. Theil I sa w t hat 
t heJ'e was com mol iO IJ at t ha t, pa r t of I he Con fedornte 
works , and lt n offi cer on the plI J'a,pe t., wi th JL glass 
was tak in g' note of liS. H :td they diseoyered us at 

las t, after lett.ing us li e here t ill high noon, a.nd 
wel'e we now t o receive t he plunging fire we b ad 
looked for all the 1ll01'U illg' Desi l'Uble in itself as 
it might b e t o lin ve "th nt CliSS wi th a spy-glass 11 

remond, i t seemed wiser to repress Head's amb i­
t ion. The shooting or:lll oJliccr would di spel fLUY 

doubts they might have o[ Oll l' presen ce , and we 
needed th e b enefi t of a ll t he il, doubts . Happily , 
they seemed t o t h ink li S not wor th their powder 
and iron. 

Were we reaBv d esti ned to see t he friendly 
shadcs of night e~llle on :lnd b l'iug us release rrom 
our im pr isonment II 1"01' t ho firs t ti me wo began 
to feel it l))"olm.ble ,,,ben t ho fP'oups left th e g l1nS 
without a. shot. I g rew ell sy enough ill mi nd to 
find that sloop was possible, und I was g lad to wel­
come it as a surer refuge fTom the SUlTolUidings 
tha n t ho scrap of newspap er . It was a. littl e dis­
com'aging to see a sleeping offiee r uetlrme a wakened 
by a bullet, bu t liS hi s on ly m isfortune , b es ides a 
di sturbed n ap, seomed t o b e a t orn Cltp lLud 
scratched face, he soon wooed back the stll.r tled 
goddess_ I had en joyed s leep fo l' i ts qu ie t li nd 
rcst, but never b efo re for mcrc oblivion. 

Wh en I retu rned to consc ious ness I fou nd j he s it­
ua lion uncha nged , except LlIlLL I he list of cll su:Llti es 
had boon swell ed b y the cOll s lllllt l' ifl o-prnct ice, 
which was s till as pi t iless and as cont inuous 
as before. . , . 
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Bnt h o lingm'od and 
stood upon t ho order 
of his going, until it 
seemed as if a J osh na 
of t he Con federates 
h ad caused him to 
s tand stilL 

Whon at las t t he 
great di sk stood , la rge 
and red , upon t he hori­
zon) every face was 
t urned t ow(ud it, for-

ge tting cons traint, th ir st, tobacco, and reb el fi r e, 
ill the eagerness to see Lhe end of a clay that had 
brought li S a new exp er ience of a sohlie r's h fe, and 
had combined t he dangers of n. battl e-fi eld and the 
discomfor t of a wint e r's bivouae with many new 
hOlTol's of its own. 

A t last t be li nger ing S Ull wen t down, December 
tWilight-a a rc short; t ho 1i'ederal li ne s prn ug t o its 
fee t wilh al most a shout of relief. The rebel fu'e 
g re w bri sker a.s they sn·w s uch a s wa rm of blue 
coats r ising from t he grou nd, but it was too late 
t o see t he fo resigh ts on t he rifles, and shots un­
a.imed were not so t erribl o as the hated g round. 
So we contemptuously empt ied our rifl os nt t h em, 
aud befol'e t h c smoke roll ed mmy th e coming clark­
n ess h ad blotted out th e wnll and t h e h ostile line. 

Wi th onr Hne rose a lso a fe w men fl'OIu t h e 
ghast ly p ile of yeste rday's dead, who h obbled up 
on muskets used as cru tches . These pOol' fe llows 
had b onnd li p tlle il' own wOHuds , and t he coffee we 
had g iven them had cheol'ed th em iu to life Ulld h op e. 
'£hei t' cheel'fnl n ess grew in to hil fLri ty lt11(1 merri­
men t as they foun d Ihemselves clea r , at la st·, from 
t he dead, and fac ing to wll l'd home, ·with a hop e not 
by an y m('Il JIS so impossible of realization as it had 
seemed ll Ot 10ll g before . P OOl' fellows ! th eir joy 
was 1l1 00'e tOllching thau t heir s uffori ngs -which , 
indeed , they seemed t o low e forgotten . 

I II Olll' OW Il br igad e we found we had los t n ear ly 
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150, out of n. present.fol·. duty stl'ell~t h of about 
1,000 men. 'fhi s would hrwe been a fail' u"erngo 
loss in a ny ordiuu,I'Y battle. but we had suffered it 
as we lay on tbegrolUHl inactive, without the ex­
citement and dasll of battle und Iw'itll ont-the eha-nee 
to reply: a. s train upon nerves and pbysical endur­
nnce which we a fterward r emembered as severer 
than many mOl'e fatal fields. In the midst of our 
buzz of relief and mutual congratulation, t he ex­
pected summons camo for liS to fall back to the 
town. Onco mOl'c we fOl'llled n.u upright li ne of 
bn.ttle, then fac'cd by t he rear runk and march cd 
in retrel~t, wi';h ll1ufl1ed cantecns and many hnlts 
and fac ings nbout towanl a possible pursni t. 
Reaching It s light ban k, we dcscended to tho 
meadow throl1gh which the Fredericksbul'g race­
way was dug, und h(: l'e wc changed to n. flank 
march and filcd iuto lhe highwn.y. 'fh e highwn.y 
soon became n. stl'eet , and we WCl'e ouce more in 
Fredel' icksbul'~. , . . 

DRIG L\DIER·GENE HAL ROBERT RANso:-.r, 
C. S . A. 

BRIGADmR-GENEHAL THOJ[L\ S R. H. COB B, C. S. A. 

HAYS'S mUGADE OF S'l'OXEWALL JACKSOr\"'S CO IU)S, A'l' HAMILTON'S CROSSIXG. 

J ,ICKSON AT' HAMILTON'S CROSSING. 
ny ,1. H. MOORE, C. S. A. 

THE morning of the 13th [of Dccember] da wn cd 
with n. llc lIse fog enveloping the plain :lnd city 

of Fredericksburg, through which t hc brilliallt mys 
of tho sun struggled ;~bo u t 10 in the morn ing. In 
fl'ont of the right o( t ile COllfcl1cr:l.to ;trmy was d is­
playcd the vast force of F ranklin, mal'chillg and 
count erm:u'ching, hastily scekiug the places as­
s ig'ned for the coming conflict. H CI'c was n. vast 
pla in, no w peoplcd with all army wOl'thy of its 
grand dimensions. A slight but tlaz,ding SIIO W bc­
neath , and a. l}l'illiant sun a,bon, in te nsi{icd t.he 
leaping l'cflcct.ions from thousnnds of gleaming 
ba'yonets. Officc rs, on restless horses, rushed from 
poi nt to point in ga y uni form s. F icld-artillcry was 
whiskefl iuto position ns so many f l':1gile toys. 
Rank and filo. foot a nd horse, small-aT1l1s and fiold­
ordnancc prescntcd so magnificcnt a pageant as to 
call fOl'th t hc unbounded nd mi ration of their ad­
vcrSll ries , In a, word, th is was the gl'a ll dost mllr­
tinl scene oithe WlLI'. 'l'he cont rast bet.ween Sloue· 
wall J :tckso ll'~ corps :tnd Fra l1k1inl~ grand divi s ion 
was vory marked, and so far fi S appcarances went 
the former was hur(Uy hctter t.han n. caricat1lro of 
the latter. 

When all wa s in rcadincss, adjut a nts stepped to 
the front, and, plainly in om' vi ew, read the or<lc1's 
of t he tIny. 'l'his dOIlO, the fMI~l advanco across the 
plain commCllccd. " ' ilh g:~y pcllnan ts, State, rogi­
mental. and hl'igado pennant.s tlying , t h is magn ifi­
cent lumy Ild\'nnced in thl'cc closcly compa,cted 
lines of hn.ttlc. At, ill lC'I'\'f\.ls, ill front. prccodecl 
by horse :lrtillcrYl and llankccl on (lither side by 
nnmcrOIlS fi eld·pi ccc!'>, hundrcds of: heavy fi eld­
pieces n'om thn nor t.h ba,llk of the Hltppfthallnock 
bclched forth th eir missiles o[ dcstruction and 

swopt the plai n in flch-anco of Fl'Illlklill 'S columns, 
while a,t the same moment hi s small cr field-pieccs 
ill f l'ont auel on the flanks jcrinell in to swoep tho 
opcn spacc on all s idcs. This mighty CIUlllonnd­
ing was answcred hy tho Confedcrate ordnancc, 
Onward , steady and mnnwcring, these t hreo Ji nes 
adv:l nced , pl'e ~cdcd by l~ hem')' ski l'mish-linC' , till 
thoy noared the railroad, whe n Jncl;:soll's r ight n.nd 
d ght CClltCl' pOUl'cd in t.o these st.u rdy ranks It 

11cndly volloy frOIl1 small-arms. !:;paces, gaps, and 
will e chasms instantl y told tho tal e of a most fatnl 
cncountor . Vollcy :lft er voll ey of small-arms con­
tinucd the work of des tl'Uctioll , whil e Jacksouls 
nl'titl cry posted on tho P cderal left and at right 
angles to t hoir lino of advance kcpt up n wither ing 
fil 'o 0 11 the lessC'ning ranks. 'rho enemyadva ncod 
far i ll (ront of the Rh-er road [a nd cross ing tho 
milroad charged tho slopcs upon wh ich Ollr t roops 
wC'l'e post.ed] , but I~t length wlLvcr ed, halted. nud 
suddenly rctreateu t.o the proteetion of t he railroad 
cmbankments. 'l'ho s truggle was kept up by shar p­
shooters fOl' somo time, when another gcnerltl 
n(]vltUCO wus made nga ill st 11. f Ul'ious c:ulIIonado o f 
small-al'lll s and artillery. Again t he scene of de­
F-tl'uction was l'cpel1tC'd ; s till the F edernls crossod 
t.he railr oad, whe n n g:LJl ill Jfl cksOll'S li ne be­
t wcen Archer's and 'rllO mas's brigades was dis­
cO\-en~d by some of thc a;.;sa ilants. This int cn 'al 
was l'ushed for by I~ part of Pran\;:1in's troops ns n. 
haven of s fLfety, whil e tho rcst of hi s com mand 
wore repulsed in tho utmost confusion. 

The extreme leH of Archer's brigade, :l1lcl tho 
cxtreme 'ri ght of 'l'homas's brigadc, t ha.t is , the 
14th Tennessee ltnd 1!J1.l1 Geol'gi:~, commanded by 
Colonel Forbes, and IL pa rt of the 7th 'l'ennessec , 
commauded by Colonel Goodncr, of: the fOl'mel'bl'i­
gade, believing they were ILbou t to be sHlTonnded, 
gave way. Theil' cOlll l'aoes on the right, unaware 
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of t.he condition of nffnirs on the left , lw d seeing 
t he enomy routed i n their fro nt, Wel'O amazed at 
this confusion. OflIcers and men on tIl{' righ t werc 
cnraged at what seemed to he cowardi ce, amI, rush­
ing toward the bl'okon l ines, officers leveled t bC' ir 
p istols a nd, with IUUlly privates, tircd into t hese 
{l eeing COlUl'flcJCS. 

Pl'escnlly the tr ue condition of aJIa.il·s appearcd 
whe n tho yictoriOIiS brigadcs of Franklin emcrged 
from tho woods, L ine :md fi eld officers rushed to 
fi nd fro, wi ld ly shout ing, " hlto line, in to litl e !" 
:tnt!, o" cn in the faco of It fl ank ing foe , the gallant 
Colonel Turlley, who temporari ly comma nded Ju'f! h­
cr's uri gncle, succeed cd in re-forming his l'e~illl ellt s 
at l'ight angles to the fOl'ln el' li ne of attack . 'l'his 
gnve It brief check t ::l the victors. Still the infa n. 
h'y and nrt illery fire scolll'ged the line , The rou t 
or enptLl re of Ihe Confedera tes seem~d ine ,·it aule. 
'rumoy was s tr llck by a Millie ball. which cnt-el'cd 
hi s mouth lind camo out nt his neck l and his ap­
pat'eully Hfcless body was hlllTied ly placed 0 11 :], 

blanl{ct , :Il.HHolll'Of hi s devo t.et1 followcl's l'Lttempted 
to ea r l'y lnlU to the r CIlI'. 'l'hcy had not proceedell 
fal' whon It. shell hu rst among thcm, and the y ill 
turn la,y helpless by t.lIC side of theil' bleeding ~0ll1-
mlllldcr. Colonel Goollnel' al so did galla nt sC' l" ' ice 
in l}l'e" enti ng a rout, for , with t he pa rt of the 7th 
th :tt. st ill hel(~ its grounli , hc formed a. line at righ t 
:tugles to t.hell' forlll er pOSition, and nided in check­
in~ this liangerons 1'(' \'e1'5e. 

Up to lhe t ime of tho break in our line no Olle in 
tbe ran ks appl'chend ed a ny daugcr. '1' l\oso ill fl'Oll t 
and Il Cttr thi s scenc of defoat and confusion mad f> 
dcspcra te otTorts to I'Hlly Ihe mcn ttnd pl'(>vent <L 

stampede. for we looked for nothing but, defea t or 
capt;U1·o. ",Vo were unaware or the fa ct t.hn.t we had 
any I'CSCr\'es , Presently E arly' s divis ion , ill t he 
vcry Il~OOtl and spil'it, that IllH1 c'hnrnetel'i %cd Arch_ 
er':; "br Igade ~cfol'e th e breaking of th e lines, came 
nt dou"b}e-qmck to om' reli ef, jesting and yellhw 
at us : ' H ere comes old Jubal! ]Jct old' JUbal 



TITE PQNTQQN-BRIl)GES AT FIUXK Ll i'i'S CHQSS I X(L 
TIll' hil i" fI<;CIl ]l i , '<1 lor SI"11I'Wall .faek;ill!I'I! ""lI1l11nTlll m'll ".'cn ill Ihc .li -" I :llu:(,. 

strai g ht e n Ih:lt fOllco ! Jllbal's boys :I I'O always 
go t t iu .... H il l out 0' t l'oll blo!" 

A d~s IJO!'atc e ll COllnter followed, 'r ho P ederals 
fou .... ht ma,n flllly , bll t th(> a rlill ery o n our ri ght, to­
get/he r with t he s mu ll -arms, litel'll1ly mowed th e m 
down, Office r s and m CIl los t oou rage a t t he s ig ht 
of their lessening ranks, and in tho ul"mos t co n­
fus ion they again so ug h t t he f< h e ltcl' of the l'tlil l'ou fl. 
Arche r's In'ig:tde. of Jackson's corps, waso n t he e x­
treme ri"ht of A , P. Bill's front lino, composed o f 
th e t'ollo~' ill g r eg im ont!-;, posted in tho onlc l' Ham ori: 
Wtlt GOO I'gi:t , H th 'l'cn ll c;;seo, 7 th Tenllessee, 1s t 
'I'c n llessee, and cxtolll1('d from the i ntOl"va l or space 
left ull occ ll p icd by G l"egg's b ri gfLd e to t he ra.i l-
1"0:t<1 Clirve neal' H amiltoll 'sCrof'si ll g. \Vo occ u pied 
.... I.ollml s li .... htl y hi g her t han t he le\'C1 of t he p l:tin 
~\-el' whicJ~ tho F ede l'al s hat! to pass, In 0111' im· 
mediate 1'0;11' ;lnd Iidt was :til irre gular growLh of 
limbe r of varic.l s i:r.o, which o\)st"l'lI c t.::li the vie w ill 
tho direct io n of the G" ('gg interva.l. 

A s th e battle opened in th o morning. t i! c e ne my 
was plainly in 0 111' \' ie,,", ~'HI we?olllddistinctly seo 
t hei r approach to tho l'a tlro:1(1 III 011 1' front a nd to 
t ho le ft, whC'l'o in O\'('1'y nttempt to a d vance t hey 
ha.l tell. 1\ow and t.he n th ey woult! m a l,e fin effo rt 
to atlv:lnce from the 1': lill'o:ld j'o OIL I' l:n08, 'Vo 
who wel'O Oil th e ri ght had no trO ll1Jlo j'O r epu lso 
those in OUl' [I'onl", an d , in fnot, we successfully n:'et 
e \'ol')' assa ult m:ldc 011 the right, all~l t ha.t , 100, .~~'lth 
littioorTl O loss. W o r eg:u'ded t ho eno l,ts of t ho I.' et\­
orals, so fal' a s IiIw ri ght \\':.18 concer ned, a s.fu tilc il~ 
t ho oxtr eme, Tn fa Ct". thc lI' aSRa ll lt~ Oil t illS part 01 
the line a.ppca. I'N llike the 1U:1l'c h.ing()f m O,n to.C'er. 
tain d e fen.t n nd s laugh t er . Olll' IlIfftlltr.r fll'(' :l.Id('(1 

by fjftec lI piocc's o f artillery p la ccd a t 0111' right, d id 
terrible exocution as the pOOl' fellows emerged frOIn 
a, s light raih'oad cut in fron t of :t part of 0 111' l in e , 
[Soe tho II nl"l'fL! i\'e by General HOYlIold s followi ng. ] 

On t he JllOrni l l~ of the 13th Genem l Jack­
so n rode dow n hi s line!'! (}l'csspd in a ne w sn it, 
l)]'esc n tetl to h im, :1 5 w e 1I 11 derstood, by Genoral 
StU;lI't. SOllla o f OUI' m cn f:lce t io usly l'em.uke(1 
t hat t hey profcn ed seeing him with hi s r ush' 
o ld cap a ll , as t hey fe are.l ho would n it get tl OW;1 
t o wa r :':, H e in s pected all o f hi s positi ons, 
r iding al ollo. Alle l" hnl t,in g ncar the oxlt'eme 
r ig ht, the fl. r tillery fire Wl1 S begu ll, nnd h (, I'o I had 
a.n oxcellcn t opport'unity to soc him 11 1](\1'1' fi re, 
r watc hed him close ly and was unable 10 detect 
t.h o s lig h test eh:l l1ge in h is d e meanor. In n fow 
minutes he rode off ill t ho d.ir ect iOIl of L eds he ad­
quarter s , 

A \'ery g e neral impressio n pro\·a.il s, :LIlt! it is ill 
~L g reat m ea$1U'O c onfirmed b y wril e rs Oil Preder­
icksburg. that Jackson's lines we1'O stl'ongly for­
tified, 'I' hi s i s not COlTeet : wo had no ti m e to 
cOll s tructnnything like fortifiC:Ltions, D, H , Hill'~ 
dh' i:,; ion lind hee n nt Por t R oyal. eighteen m iles 
bclo w Freder icksburg, to 1)l'C'-e ll t the Federals f l"om 
cr oss in g fit t hn t point; he left Port Royal 11 Her th o 
enomy had .Lbandolle d tho project of cl'oss ing til orl', 
11nd did not reach the pORition assig ned him \lntil 
abollt d ay l ight o f t he mOl'llin g of the battle, 

'I' he next Illorn iug t he seeTl cs of carnago wcre 
hcart-s icke n ing. T o illtellsi fy th e honiblo p ietlll'e, 
t he denrl nnrl t ho mortallv wo und ed WOI'O in ma n \' 
ins tances hurTl et! i ll t ho s~d g(' .g ":l ~S, which Wli S Re't 
Oll fire by hlll 'stillg s hell s , 

GEXERA I .. REYXOLDS'S ACCOliXT 0)" TIlE EXGAG E­

;\IEX'l' AT UA;\lILTOX1S CROSSrxO, 

Th e l"e]lort of Genera l .follll F, Roy-nol(is, cOlll mand­
in).:" t hu Fi !"i;t CO l'"". eOlltaiul! t he followill ;.! account of 
the cngag-culollt o f Ilis 11"1111(11) :It, Il allliltnl1's Crossi ng- : 
"About ~ : :IO A, ),1. Mcmle's l\ivi;;ioll :ui\'III1t'ClI n"I'Oili!J Il e 
SlIIithllelLl 1':l\'hHJ, forilled ill COhUlI1I of two twig-adc", 
with t ho rll'!.iJ[CI"y hetwocn theUl, tllo Third Bl'igaLle 
marching hy tlw t1:1II],: on the left :11111 I"cal". It III11 \,c.1 
dow n the ri\'cr SUIII O:-.oo or GOO .ra l.,ls, whcll it tlll'llod 
I< harp to tho r igh l ami cl'os.~f'il the Bowling GT'~cn rO:HI. 
TILO OIlCIIIY'S :LI'I il\el"), 011Cllc11 II rc from tlLO crest alll\ tlto 
:111:.:-le (It' Ihe Bo wli ng GI'C(' II roall. I .\irc~tct l (;CIICI':II 
l\Il'adc to ]lilt, hi" colnmll liircl; Il~' for the lIea rcst, ]mi ll t 
of \,'ood, :tILd , htW ing g:lillc.1 tho e l'O"I', to cxtolld his 
attad;: :illlng it to tho exlrell lO poillt of th o \LI'i:,dl ls, 
wllcro mo,,1 of 1 he cnemy's HI'! illcrr was lIo;:tetl, As t.he 
cn\lllIlll C1·os.~cl lt l J(} Bowlill:; (i reen 1'0:111 tho :l1·t illC!·y of 
his lI i\' i$ion W:1S onll'l"c.1 il li o pO!'il iOIl Oil th e ri.;.e or Ih o 
g l'olllltl 1.1<:1,\\"<:<:11 tlds road tI lL ll t ho ":li ll"o:lll; Cooper's 
:twl H:l ll som'.'I hatt cric!', to tho (I'oll r, 1<0011 Jollle!1 by 
Amstll'lI'S to 01' ]10"0 t hose of tho l' II I' IHy 011 the c l"est , 
while. Si UL]1S0IL 'S hall to bo thro\\"n ,to tl ,c left, to npllOSO 
that, OIL the. Bo\\"li ug" {3rcC u roall, ",hidl w:u; !aldng" t he 
enllllllll ill f1 :IH k. Hall's \.mllcl·," was nt tlLo ":Lllle timo 
tllI'OW I! to th e frout, on Ihe left of Gihhou':! lli\"h:.ioll , 
whi ch wa.'l mh':\Iu·iu!! in Jiue 011 l'I e:Hl c'" l"i .dLt. 'fhc 
artillCI"Y cOl1lhal hel';:; 1":I;.!cti furiously for sOllie t imc, 
IImil that of ti L(' CIIC!m,' was "ilC1H.;ell, \\' holl nil or ollr 
hattcl'ics W('I'O l!i rcdell to .'I lIell th e wooll , whcl'O his 
iufan!"!·.}" wa ;::; I'Uppo,.:ctl to hc pos tell , '1'hi" wa s con· 
l illllt:ll i-i () IIlC hlllf-l lCl lII', \\"IL(' 1] r" .. . · I."'~ . :y 
the cn\J1IL1IL or 31 C::1l1l', :](1- I 
\· ll1l ci ll ;.: in tln c nl'l lcr :11\(1 ! <b 
wit h ;.!:lllan t t1dCI'ulillatioll, 
WHS llil'Cf'!ctl int o the point 
0(\\"0011 which oxlewh!ll Ihis 
!'ido or tho raili'o:HI, with in­
;::; tl"lIction s, whcll thcy ellT'-
1"icd the Cl'e!-lt and ront! 
which 1':1H alou;.: ii, ill th eil' 
fT() lI t , !O 1110\'0 Ihe Fi1";;t Bd. 
~adc nlol l;.:' Ill e rond, tllc Sec­
owl Bri;.!atle to all n lllce :lml 
hoh! tho mall, whilo til l' 
Thi]'(lmon'ti :It','OI'" tho " pell 
fi eld, 10 >l IIIIJlO\·1. the Firs t in 
('nnyi]];.! th !! ('X I"l'CIIIO Jloi ul 
ot' tho I'il!g"l' , AI, th is timc 1 
.'>cnt, onler", tn {il'lLcra\ nih­
hon to lHI\,:11l cc, in conllee­
tion wi th GClleral )Icndc, 
and (;:1I'IT Ihe wootl in his 
fl'ont. Tho :llh':IIICO was 
mall !! HIllI er til(J IIrc of tho 
cllcmy';j h:ll"t e l"l cJl. on llis 
ri ght mIL l frOllt,!1l \\'h ich (lib­
hnn's ha!ICI'ie;; I"cplied. whilo 
those of Smith JOilled in 011 
th e ri::ht, 

J.,'Teat Slllrit for a shor t ti me. whcn Meado's column was 
\'igorotlslr nssailctl hy tho enemy's maskcll foree, and, 
aftcr a ;;c,-crc ('outest. forccd !Jack. Two regime nts of 
Berry's IlI'ig":HIl', BiI'lIcy':,; tli"is iol1, :lI"ri\-c(1 about Ihis 
ti llH'. alltl WCI"C illllll edi:ltcly lILI'OWII inlo the wood on 
Gihhou'i-\ Ic ft, 10 Ihe s UIL Po r t, of th e lille : hill" t hl'Y, 10 0. 
were ;t()(l lI o\-erllowel"{;d, ami t.il e whole line rcti l'Cil frolll 
tho \\'0'111. 3lca tl t;'S ill l<Ollle confu"io ll, ami, a rler :ln ill­
c.tTcctLla l c nol·t hy Gellcr:tl 31e:lllc :1I 1t1 IIIYSC.lf to rally 
tll(,111 11I1L1e]" the ClIOHtY's th·c. th at of thc :lrtilh::I'" ha \-iu!! 
rCSnlHeti almost i15 ol"iginal illt ell:; ity, I IlircclC(i GClle!":;i 
3.l e:ltl~ 10 l'e-fol'lII his dh'Isloll aeros." t ho Bowlin!! Grcen 
mad, ami or.ll'I'C.l th ... relllaindcr of B('ITY'S hr i:.::ade, 
whit- h h:1I1 CIlllle II I' , to the !< t1j1pvrt of li1 e hall el'ies, 

"The l'll elllY, !<how iu;.! hilLl-"clr in s tl"ClTl g" fo\", 'c in the 
" 'ootl, l'ee uL I'l i di;; \IOSC'l1 to follow Olll" rcl iJ"iu;.:' troupl', but 
the :l ITh':ll or lhe othel" hri ).!"ilt!Ci-\ of Bil'lIcy's dh' is ioll 011 
t he ;.:'1'0\1 lui fit t hi;: cl'it iea I 1lI0111CIlt. to Ol'I 'IIJ1Y OUI" lim; of 
haUlo lLIaicriaUy aitled in !':I\' ill!! IbU' ,; hattery, whieh 
\\":lS 1I0W I<I'rlo\l;.; ly IhrC':l lf'nel l by t he CIII'III~' , a nti. 10-
:.:-et\lf'r with our al"til1 el'~' tin', l'001l 1\1'0"0 him to his 
"he llel·l,.1 posit ions a Tl11 CO\'c r, from which h is illf:l utrr 
lli,llIot :I ;.:aill :lp]lI'al', ' 

" Cc lI. 'ral Gihhon';; .\i"\;;ioll W:1 5 a~ailcd In lur ll in 
the ;< tlllll) lIIaTlllel', alld cOII Ll'clled to l'ct irc J"rum th e. 
woo(1 ~U('II :Lftl'1' 3Ic:llle' ,:;.," 

Gonera l Coul':Lll Fe;.!ci' .1acksOll, COHlTl1:l lltlill;.! the 
Thi!'d Bl'i;.!nlic or McadC'1I t1h'i-" lon , W;\;t l;il.lcd wit hin 
t he CIII' lIIy'S lill e;;. GC'neral ,Iae];:soll wa;; a uath'e or 
PC II II " ~-h'a llla, :\1111 \\":1" appoin tcli cnlonel nt thc ~t h 
l~CIIIL ;ty h' alLi!l BC-"c l" 'cs in 18Gl. H I' eOl1llll nllll eti a bri­
gUile ill Pm'I ol"'s Co rps Itlfth) ill the Pcui us lI.ln, 

I; >' 

"3' calle' Jl. lli \'1!'ioIlI' IICC(!I'''­
fully earrlcd Ihe wootl in 
fl'o nt, CI'O;t"cd tho ra ill"O:1d , 
cllar;.!ell Ilil the fO lnpc of Ih e 
hill, alltl g"ll itu'( \ t.h c road awl 
ellge or !'he wood, (Il·i\"iu;.! t ho 
encmy fl'O Il] hl;t "Iroll .~ }los i­
tiOllS in th e IIIlt-hcs and mil­
road cnt. el l lit Ill 'iug th e nag-s 
of two l'l';.:'illll'U! !l and "cnd­
ill .~ ahout200 IlI"i -"ll uers to !he 
rear. Att.h o!'a mo tilll eG ih_ 
hOll's (lh'l-" ioll IUIII ero!'!'-!!II 
Ihe raill'oall Hlld " ntl']"pd t.ho 
wnod, dri\'i ng- had. the flr-" t 
lim' of the I' II CI1) .\' and l'll p­
tllr ill .~ a IIl11ll her of 11!"i;;01l-
1'1';: ; hUI, fro m II Lc dClll<O 
1·!L:II·ad. ·!" of t iiO wooll , tl lc 
t'ouncc!ion hct"'cclI his tli· 
\" Isioll n ILII 1'Ic:lllc'l' W;L 8 
hroken, Tho infa ut ry COlli­
b:1t wa s hcro Iwpt Ull wilh 

MA .roH:-GENERA r, w, B. F IHNKLl N, U, S, V. 
COlll1tl!uullll g the Io·ft g- rlIlI.\ .\il"i l< jnH ttt i"1·1'.11 ' I" h-k !! iJlI l"!;. ( 1'1'(1 111 a I'hlllOlil·tLllh lul"' 11 

tLiJ"II L 1&:1 1. ) 
Ii7 



l'UE RIGHT WL~G OF nOOKER'S ARMY OHOSSING 'rUE RAPPAHANNOCK A'r KELLY 'S I~ORD, 

THE BATTLE OF CHANCELLORS VILLE. 

THE UNION SIDE. 
BY ALFRED PLEASONTON, llREVE'r l\I,,-\.TOR·GENERAr~, U , S, A, 

(;O Il1Ularlll~ 'r of Illt' {':n>ahT on Illt> "'h'\, \ at. Clr:lIlccllors\'i11e, 

. , 

I K the la~t cr P:1~,t 
o[ Apr]I, ] 8G3, 
Gell cml Rooker 

decided to ull {\ ertnke 
an oITf' lt si\'c campaig u 
with tlt e Army o[ the 

mHOS C,\\, ,\LItY-)1A l"S H AT, Potomae against tlte 
J\.J'my of Northcm 

Virginja, uudel' Gcneral Lec, At this t ime th e 
two armies fa ced each ot Itc!': L ee's, llUmbel'ing 
ILbout 60,000 nH'n, bcing at Fl'edc I'icksburg, and 
the ArulY of thc Pot omac, !Iumbcring about 130, · 
000 \lIell , at l"almollth, 0 11 thc 1I 0 dh s ide of th e 
Rappaha nnock Hi \"Cr opposit e FI'edeli cksbul'g, 
Hookel' directed t,hree ONpS of tlte army, the 
First, the 'I'hird, aud the Sixth , compl'iiing 50,000 
men, Hudel' the cOmllltllHl of Geueral Scdg wick, to 
cross t he Rappahallnock River h elow Pl'cderi cks· 
burg :\lId hold l,co's army in t hat posit.io ll , whilo 
he h imsclC movod secretly and with celerity throe 
corps, the Fifth , th o Eleventh, :lnd the Twelfth , 
uumbering 4-2,000 men, up the river, c ross ing it and 
concentl"Ltillg them at Clmncellorsvill e , tOil lnilos 
west of Frederickshurg, with the purpose of mo\'­
iug down upon General L ca's m'm y t'o take i t ill 
real' lind flank - two dh' isioll s of. tho Second Corps 
b eing plllcod to covel' Ballks'" F Ol'fl , Iho t h ird di vi­
s ioll heing left :ttj Falmouth, while a bl'iga,dc nnd 
baU,CI'y were stationed nt, Uni ted States POl'd to 
(acil itat'e Ihe cl'o!':sing, '1'hc Cln'all'." Cor)) l':, with 
Ule exception of: olle 1': ]11:111 l)l'i g:u ll' 01: tliroe I'('g i­
mellls lLlld :t batl'rl',\' of hMI': (' arlilll']'.", whidt was 
left Hlldf'I' my commal14l with Ihl' a]'III.", was or~l e n,a 

tmder the command of General Stoneman to make 
a, raid in renl' of L ec's arlllY, and destroy his rail­
roads and his communicnt i011 1': wilh Hichmond, ' , , 

'rhe right wing of t he :\I'Illy CJ'ossed K elly's P ord 
on the morning of the 2!)lh, aud th e Elenut h and 
'l'weWh corps rcached Gel'lnanna. Ford th:lt even­
ing, I had the adYa ll ce of this column with two 
regiments of c:loya lry and :lo ba.ttc I'Y of hOl'se adil­
lery j the third regiment of thc c:mllry brig:lde 1 
sent with the Fifth Corps to E ly's Ford, III tho 
aftcrnoon , a.t GCrtnHIllllt POl'd, I s lll'pl' iscd ltlld eap­
t urcd:1. picket 0[ some fHty of Stuart's cavall',\' sol­
lli cl's, ',Hh them was an eng incer omccl' b clong. 
ing to Stuart's starr, On sem'ching th e pad y, as is 
done with all priSOIlC]'S, I fOlllld 011 this (, Il gincc]' 
officol' a. "-ory bulky volume, which p roved to be tt 
diary that he llad been keeping throughout tho WHI', 
I spent the grcater pHrt of the Hight ill r('ading it', 
ill hopcs of: finding something tlmt would h e O[ ad· 
ntulage to 11:-; j 1101' was Illi sa.PPoi ll ted , 'l'his liiary 
s lated that in the firs t wcek in March a, cOtlllc il o[ 
\\'al' had I)cen held at GencI'HI Stuar t's hC:t(lfllwri CI'S, 
which had been a.ttend('t\ by GCIl OI':! IsJncl, so ll, A, p, 
Hill, Ewcll, alltl StuH I't. 'I'hey W('l'e in C01lfc ]'e IlCO 
OVOl' fh-c hOlil'S, and came to 111 0 <l ec h,doll t haL th e 
next baHle ,,"oultl ue at Ot' ncar ChallcellOl'Svillc , a,lld 
thnlj Ihat posit ionl1lul':t h e p]'cpared, T he next· day, 
th c 30lh of April, I H1o\' ('(1 on towan1 Cha ll l:cllors. 
ville, and at J o'clock i ll th e day T captllrc~ I :\ courie l' 
or onlC'l'iy from General L cc, who hall it tlt' l':patch 
f]'o lll Lee, dat ed at J..'n'(\Pl'icksl)UI'g', 110011 oC Ihat 
llay, :lnd addrf'ssetl to 1\la.ior-Gelle l,:t1 ]\[c] ,:1\\,:-;, sl;tt­
illl! that hf' ha rl jll~t h l'f'n illforme.l Ihat th o ('nf'my 
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had cOllcelltl'atccl in fol'co n car Chall cellol's\' ilIc, 
inquiring why he hnd Ilot been kept adviscd, and 
sa,yi ng tlllLt he wishcd to seo McL:\ws as SOOIl ns 
pos:::iblo at hcadql1artel's, At 2 o'clock p, )1., Olle 
hom later, I I'cpOl'tcd to Gen('l'ill Hookcr at Chan· 
ccllors \'ill o, nnd s ubmittcd to him the diary and 
Gell c rnl Lec's dcspatch, both of wh ich he rctained, 
nnd I s uggestcd tlmt we had c\' identl,\' smpl'is('(l 
Gellcl'al 1 ... oe by 0111' ra pid 1II0Ycmeni s :lc ross the 
I'i\-cl', :lud, as Lee had preparcd for a. bat tic at Chan· 
ccllol'syi\le, we hnd better anticipate him by mov­
ing on toward P l'cdc I'icksburg, A march of t hrcc 
0 1' foUl' miles woulC] hlko li S out of. t he woods into a, 
moro opcn coullt-JT, where wo could f 0 1'1ll our linc 
of battle, and whc1'o 0111' artillc ry eould be uscd t o 
advantagc j wo would then be pl'epa l'ed to moye 0 11 

Fredcl'i cksuurg in tho morning , Besidcs, such a 
movcment would ellttble us to uncoyer Banks's P ord, 
which would shortell our communication wit h Gen­
cral Sedgwick oyer [) milcs, and h ring liS within 3~ 
miles of ]~almollth hy that FOl'tl, , , , 

(Gencral ]~Icnsolltonts c:n-ah'y all the c\-cuill~ at 1110 
30th dc\'clollCd tho IU'CSCIICC at 8t nart.'s Cou(e<lcrates on 
the ri ght !'Car of Hool.er's arl1l~' t masking Stonewall 
,Ta c ll'SOIl's movcment s, '1'lle 11l(I'l'a ti vo I)),OCCCtls wit.h the 
o\-ellts in tllO Union Hiles aftcr t hai information reached 
GcuC!'nl Hool\CI',1 

rl'o lllo,'e the tll'rny down Oil l"l'eder ickshurg with 
::1l1 unknown force 011 its l'ear and Hallk wns a. haz­
HI'dollS expcl'imcn t , "'hat cou ld havc bcen dOlle 
with safety tho day hefOl'c now beeamo doubtfu l, 
:1 114] it was this ull cel'tainty thal' pa ra lyzt.'fl I he vigor 
and action of GCllcl'al H ookl'l' t itl'OUgitOllt the ,h\ 
of 1\[ay, Although hc s bu'l ell lhe Sccond, Firth , 
'l' welrt h, HUt! 'J'hirtl CO]'Ps ill the direction or: '1'a.bcl'­
Hacle Church 011 t.he way 1"0 Fredcricksburg, t ll c 
1lI0\'CIll0l1l. own s llflt o( snch lL cha ractcr as to hring 
sn(~cc~s , l lpon II1 ce l ing a s tuhborn rcsis tance from 
Of' IIC'ral .1:1('1, ,:on's forcc!':, :'T1Il1 fl'aril1,g that if he 

should b ecome dec ply cngaged a fO l'ce fl'011l Spot­
syh':utia. would lake him in th e 1'('ar and fl ank. he 
wit"hdrc \Y tll(' :l],]II Y and pla ced it' in positioll at 
Chal1 ccllol's\'illC', 

From that t illlC' the whole s it uation was chauged, 
Without s triking a. blo w, thc army was placed 011 

thc defens ivc, 'l'he golden momcnt had bcell lost. , 
and it 11 C'\-C1' nppe:ll'cd agai n to the samc extcn t 
aftcrwa l'd - an ill ustration tha t soldiC'l's' legs havc 
as lUllch to do with willlliTlg ..-i c tori cs as their al'lnS, 

Genel'lll Lee kn ew f'11:lt Gcneral H ookcl' lUld t:lkC'n 
his al'my hack to its po:-;ition at Chnll cC'lIOl'svilJe, 
The '1'hil'll Corps had ail'cmly been t aken 1'1'0111 Gc n­
eral Sedgwick a t FredC'l'i ck :-;hul'g. aud at ~ olc lock 
on the morning of 1\lay ~d the J ' irs t Corps was al so 
orciel'cd lip to Chanccllorl':Yil\c, leaying S c.I!;wick 
wilh the S ixth Corps, '1'I]('se 1ll0\'C'Il1C'Il!s did 1I0t 

escape the attention of Gellf'ral Lcc, so he tl cc il.led 
to assume the ofTc \J s iyc nntl put in opc]'alion the 
plan which had becn s ugge:-; leclll\- f:eneral s Jack. 
SOli, A, p, Hill, Ewell, allil S t llHl< aL theil' eOllll e ii 
of W:l1' ill th e fil' i; twcek ill 1\I:1rch, H e left :L sum­
cient force at Frcd eri ckshurg t o wnteh Sedgwi('k, 
while wilh the bulk of 11is arlllY h o m oved 011 Cltan ­
CCllOl'fwille, scnd ing :1 force lIutIer Ge neral ::; Jack­
SOil , A, P,llill , :11Iel Stuart, io make n. turn ing movf' ­
menLalHl to attack thc U lliouforcl.:·s in the rcal' a ll11 
right fi :mk, nnd 1'011 them lip, LC'c llilllsclf, ill the 
meau time, with the l'emaiudcr of lti:-; forc('s, OI'CU. 
pied the <"LUCHt iOIl 0[ I he l('fl and 1' l' ll lf')' of Bookf'l":-; 
arm~-, to prcycnt allY i ll ll'l{l'l'C'IH.'t' with tho flank 
1IlO\'(' ]lHmL Gl'lll'I'al L cc':-; I':tmfl'l;.r was the s nme 
t ha t ] looker hali cat'rie li 0111 1':0 ~IH'I'N'~ [IIIIY lIul i l he 
s topp('d tit Chancellol's ,-ill(', L f'l' was N\;ml ly ~mc­
ceSl': fu l ill his 11l0YCIl1('III I': . all.1 \\'t' will 1I0\\' iuycs ti ­
gato tho ClLIt S Pf.:! of hil{ f:lilul'l' t o g h-p the Arll l,\' of 
I"lIC Potolllac a 1'1'U:-;iJ ill g' Illo\\', 

011 t hc ::!tl ti:I,'- 0[ l\ la y litt , rig'ld ur ti ll ' 1-"'IIlY of 
the PotoH1a~' W:l 1': t hI' ];:It'Y(,lttlt ( ' 111')1:-; , ill thf' wooLiI': 
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'l'ErE 2!ITH PENNSYLVil'IA (OF KANE'S BUIGADE, GEAll.Y'S DIV ISION, 'l'WELF'rrr CORPS) IN 'I'HE 
'I'HENCf:lES UNDER AH.·I'IJ~ l,lmy F u m , MAY :3, 

ncar Do wda ll's 'l':L\-ern (Mclzi Chn ll cello l"f< ) ; the 
'l'h ird Corps comlCctecl it with the 'fweHth Corps at 
Li'ai rvi cw a mi Chancellorsville, facing south towarll 
the woods ; while t he SecolHl :lIl d tho F i [t h COl'pS 
wel'e posted to prcycn t l ill y altaek taki ng t he ]Jo" i­
tion in t.herear allll ll :lllk fl'om Ihe cast, 'f hrollgh­
Oll t fh e morning of Ihe ::?tl of J.\Iay, ntta(:ks wel'e 
mado on d iffe rent p Ol,tio!H; of Ou r liuo from tho cast 
t,o the wcst, '1'hel;e a tt ack" OCC lIlTCd a t in tervals 
of lin h 01ll' 0 1' morc, bit t nlways rm,thel' t o the wcs t, 
[ waS satis fied t h is was dOHe 10 wit hdraw Olll' ILltclt­
t ion fl'OIll t ho real poin t of n t tack, and I ment ioneli 
t his to H ooker , who had become more :'lIl d moro illl­
p resseJ with t he belief tha t t ho infol'llmtion CO II­
l:ti ned in thp, lii a l'Y of Stll a r t'!i eng ineer officer was 
(:O ]' I'ect, :l11d that L (:e had adopt ed tt plan to carry 
it out , 

gum'd , H azel 0 1'0\'0 was tho highest grolllld in tho 
neighborhood and was tho keyof our pos it ion, and 
I SIL\\' tha t if Loe's (OI'COS g:Lined it tho AI' I11Y of t ho 
Potomnc would ho WO]'l;tod, 

[II the aft.c l'Il OOII o( May 2tl O en er, ~1 Sickl es, COl Il ­
nmnd ill g t he 'fhi !'! l CO I'l)S, sent in wo1'(1 that t he 
e]IClny were rctrcat ing t?w<ll'd GOl'donsville, and 
t1wt the il' wago ll s a nd 11I't lil el'y couitl bo seen pal;s­
i ll g iJy tho F Ul'll aco road some t hl'eo miles to t ho 
sout h, Gener:li H ookel' sent (01' me 011 I'ecei\·ing 
t hi!i report, and staled t hat he was not suro tho 
enemy wcro reb'ea tiugj t hat he wantcd an olli ecl' 
of exper icnce in t hat PIll't of tho fi cld, ll nd Ihat he 
wished me to t ake my COlllmH nd t hcl'e and keep him 
pl'ompl"l y in(orlll cd of ovcl'ytl li ll g that was go ing 
Oil , I :l.slwd him if ho considCl'cd mo to bo 1II111('1' 
t he onlel's o[ an y 0110. H c replied qui ckl y, " Yo n 
111'0 II ndel' my o1'de]'s on I)' ; lI~e yo III' best judgmcut 
ill doing wlmtc,'c r yOIl t hink ought to be dOll c_" 

Gelleml Sickles wan!·ed somo ctw nlry to protect 
h is fla nks, :L lld I g:\ye hi'llt he Gth New YOI'k , 'l'hi s 
loft me with ollly Iho 8th a mi lith P ell ll syh-a nia 
l'cg iments and iIlarLin's New York batt.ery o[ hOl'so 
arti lle ry, I posl:ed I his comma nd nt tho ext reme 
west of tho CIOtH'i ng, a bout t.\\'o hundred ya rds 1' ]'0 111 

the woods in wh ich lho Elc'·en lh COl'pS was e ll ~ 
cam pcd , 'I'h is po:-:it iO I] a t H azel Oro\'e wal; a bont tt 
qUllrter of a, milo in extent, ru nni ng lI o:tr! y Ilo l'l h~ 

cast a nd soulliwest, but was ill 110 placo fn !'lhcl' 
!hnn two hU lldl'eti yards (rom t ho wood 1; , a lld Oil 
t ho ~outh anti O:lst it. iiloped off into a. mal'!:!h and IL 
creek , It cOlllmilllllcd the po~ i tioll of the :t l'llI y at 
F a.iJ·v iew and CIm.ll ccllol's \' ille tlllrl onlil ad utl 0111' 
linc, Tho lliovill g out to tho F uruace of tho t,\\" o 
d h' is ions of the 'l'h i]'d Corps left a gap of abou t a 
milo f roUl H azel 01'0 \'0 to t ho right of t ho 'r \\'e lfl"h 
Corps, Shortly :1. (tCi' Gell eml Sickles hall beou 
engaged n. t the li' IlI 'IHlCC, he sont mo word t hat the 
cnomy wel'e g i" ing way and cant il')' coult! bo u!:!ed 
to Illlnllltugo in p ursuit. Befol'o moving my com­
malld I rode out. to t he F lIl'uaco to CO IllI))'ohonc1 t he 
sit u,Lt ion, I t was 11 0 p laco rol' c I~ytl1 l'Y to opom.te, 
awl as I could hear s p;L1t.e l'i ng s llol S gOill g" 11101'0 alii! 

r RO" " .... OTOCiR" ..... 

011 a l'l'ivi ll g at FIazC'1 0 1'0\'0, nbout one milo from 
Chlll lcc llol'"ville, I fOll nd tha t GCll eral Sickles was 
mo vi llg t wo of fh e lli\'i :.-: ioll s of I'he 'l'h ird Corps ill 
t ho d irect ion of Cntil er illO P Ul' lIfl Ce, auel shor tly 
'Iftc!' he beca me eng'agelllh t'I'(' wit h a, st l'OlJ g rell l'-

//~4-r 
more t.owal'd t'hOll ol'l.h wes t, I was satis fi ed tha t Iho boca me stuck :in t ho m ud, and othel's coming on 
e ll emywol'e 1I0t ]'ctrca.ti llg, I has te lled back to my cl'ushed t hem down, so tha t whon tho Jigh t was 
command :Lt Hazel 01'0\-0 j when I reached it, th£' oyer t ho p ilo of debr is ill the marsh Wl.l S lUally feot 
EloYent h Corps 10 0111' 1'0:11' a lill our righ t Wl.l!i ill high, I 8 M'- t ha t someth ing had to be clolle, and 
(ull Itight, p:lllic-st.rickeu beyond desc]'i plion, 'Wo 1hat vcry quick ly, 01' t he Army of t ho Po tomac 
fa ced about , lun-ing Iholl tho marsh beh inli U8_ 11 woultll'ecei,-o :L c l'ush ing d eCent. Tho two clLy:\l l')' 
WitS un IIgly marsh, ahOllt fifly yards wid(', :\ 11 (1 i ll \'cgilllcnt s wero ill the ~a d dl p , Hn d as I rodo (orward 
tho shu npedo oC t he Eleven1 h Corps, beof ca ttl t', l\lajol' Keenan of the 81h PC' lInsylvltui lL calll o ou t t·o 
a mbu l:ll1(:es, lIlules, a r tillery: ·wagons, a lill horf<('S meet me, whell I o]'dol'e,1 him to hi ke t he I'egi lll(' nt. 
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chtLrgo in to tho woods, which, as we Ii /lel previously 
s t.ood , wore to 0111' r ell r, antI hold tho enemy in 
check lUl l i1 I coulll get some g Ulls in to posit ion, 
H e replied, wi th lL smi le :l,t the s izo of t ho t,a sk, 
t hat he would lIo it , and st:n-ted off immediately. 
Thirt,y mOil , includ ill g M'ljOl· K ecna n, Cn pt ai n A I'­
l'owsmil h, a nd Adj ll hl nt Haddock, ne\-el' camo back, 
I tbell (!il'o<.:l'e(l Cllpl ll in l\ hll'l in to b r ing Id f< g"IIIlS 
into bnttOl'," , lonli wilh llouule cha l1!('!'; of ell ni !'; tCl', 



and aim them so that the 
shot would hi t tho grolwd 
half.wt~y between the guns 
and the woods. I also stn. ted 
that I would give the order 
to fire. Just then :t haud· 
some youug lieutenant of 
tho -Ith U. S, Artillery, 
Frank B . Cr08by (SOil of ;1, 
ui sting uislied \awycr of 
New York City ), who was 
kill ed tho n ext day: ga I· 
loped lip and snid , a Gen· 
ern 1, I h;wo a. ba lt ery of 
s ix gUll s j whore shall I go? 
what 8ha11 I do '?" I told 
hi m to p lace his batter.'" ill 
line on the ri ght of )[;u'· 
tiJ] 'S ba ttc)'y, a ud g;w e h im 
lhe same insh'uetioll s I had 
gi" en ?rartin as to how I 
wanted Ilim to scn-e hb:; 
gUllS, '1'lI eso 2 ba t tcrics 
gtwe me 12 g U1I 8, and to ob­
tain morc I then charged 3 
squad rons of the 17th Penu­
sylva nia, C;l\'a h'~' on the 
st r:1gg1cl's of t he Elevent h 
Corps to clea!' the g)'Oml tl. 
,md winL the a f<i:i is lance of 
Ute rest of the l'cgirncll t 
s l1 cceeded ill placing 10 
maI'O pieces of arl ill cry ill 
li ne , '1:'h e line was then 
ready fol' Stonewall Jack­
son 's onset, It was dusk 
,when hi s mell s\\'arlll cd ou t 
of the woods rot' a, Cjmu'tel' 
of:t milo in OUI' fl'ont (om 
I'Cll l' te n miJl utes befol'c) , 
rl'llCY came on in line th'c 
and six deep, 'with bu t one ft ag- 1L Union fla g 
dropped by tho Eleycnth COl'PS, 

I s lI spected deception alaI was read y for it , 'l'he)' 
c,l11ed a lit not 10 shoot, they WOI'e fr iends; :1t the 
Sll lllO timo t he,\' gaye liS a \'ol ley from at least fi\'e 
t housand muskcts , As soon as I saw t he fb sh I 
ga\-e t he comm:llld to fi l'e ~ and t he whole line of 
nrtill e l'Y was <l ischlnged a t Oll ce, I t fa irly swcpt 
t hem from t ho el1l'th j before they could 1'ccover 
thcmselves tho line of artill ery had b ccn loaded 
and was r cady fOl' ,L 8ecolill at1.:;ek, .Aftcr tlt o sec· 
oml di sch:ll'gO, slL spect ing that thcy might play the 
tl'ick of ha\'i ng their mon li e do wn, d l'a w the fire 
of the lu-t ilJe'I'Y, t holl jump up and chm'ge befol'e the 
piec('s could lJc reloaded, I pOlll'ed in tho cani ster 
fO l' a bout t wc nty mi nnles, a nd t ho a lTai l' was OYOI', 

" 'hc ll ihe Elc \'cnth Corps W:1 S I'outed, the situft· 
UOH WlI S thi >: : 'fh e H can~s t illf:!llt" " to mo was tho 
rig ht. of tile 'l'wolfl It Co!,),!'; , 0\'('1' a ;llilo 01T, and eu­
gagNt 11)' 1 he fOl'ces Hlldc l' GCllel'nl l...cc, who wa i:i 
try ing to Ill' t' \'e ll t thelll fl'oll] illl\1('iling the mo\'f' . 
lll entl'! of l; l' II t' I':t! JH Ck';OII. Til t· t wo di\' is ioll s of 
the 'l'hil'd COl'PS wen: llPlll'i y a mi le 10 lil e wes t. :I t 
the l-'III 'Il ;U:C, Jfali ,la ck,-;olJ ea ptlll'('t\ i ho pos ition 
flio ].l lt>'.(' l GrQ\·C, these two di visioll s would have 
been cut 01I from i he ann." , H e woult! IHt\'c seon 

REPUI~SE OF .JACKSON'S )IEN A'r HAZEL GHOVE, BY .AUTILLERY UNDER GEXERAL PLEASOX'l'O~' , 

Genoral n ool,er ,md lli s staii g-c t.!i ng what iI'oops 
he cOllla to pl'e\'ent the rout ed ElC\'C"u1'l1 Cot'Ps fl'om 
delliornli>'.ing the res t of the army, au(\ tho fabll 
positioll which t ha t pOl'Hon of lit e al'llly occupied 
rendered it lUI easy task to ha n cl'Il shed it , }.Teithcl' 
the Second Corps 11 01' the 'J:\\'elfth COl'ps was ill posi. 
t ion to have defended il>:eH agaiust nn a tt ack b \' 
Jackson (rom Hazel GI'O\·e, ' 

F or half an houl' Gencral Jac!.:son hat11hc Anll\' 
of Iho P otomac a,t his lllC'I'ey, 'fhnt he halt ed t~ 
re- forlll h is 11'00ps in tho wootls, ill stc:1tl of fOl'g ing 
aheati iuto the clcaring, where he eouhlre-forlll his 
t roops llIore r:l pidly, ll llt! whel'o ho could haye se(,11 
t ha t he w:\s master of tho s it IHlt ion , tll l'll cd Oll t to be 
oll e of those fa tali t ies by which the most bl'ilIiant 
Jl I'O~ pC'c t s arc sac rifieed, ",hell he ati \';IlI CC'llupO ll 
the ;u,tiller.'" a t H a zel GI'o \'e J ack,-;oll had anot h('l' 
oppOl-tunity to win, if his infaIJlI'y had be('n prop. 
cd)' handled, '1'ho firo of hi s infant I')' W;IS so Ilig-It 
it d id no hltrll); they shoulli h:L\'U bec n orLiereli to 
fire f<0 low as to di s,Lble tho call1lOlleel'i:i at ihe g UlI i:i, 
] lad hi s iu fa 11 fry firo been as cITecth'o Il:-; that of Olll' 
al'liller,\·, JackSOIl would h1l \'e ca rl'ied the pOf< it iull, 
'l'ho HI'till cry fi l'e wa s ofl'ccl i\'e beca use [applied to 
it tha t Jlri nciple of dynamics ill which the angle of 
incidence is equal to the :Ing le of l'c fl ection,- t hat 

is to say, if the muzzle of:L g un is throe fce t from 
t he ground anel it is di i:ichal'gecl so t hat Ow shot 
will strike tho ground nt :Ldistnnce of one hUlHll'ed 
Y:ll'li s, it will glance from the enl'th at the s;\me 
:lngle a t wh ich it s truck it, :l nd in :lilother one llllll· 
drell ranIs will be three feet fl 'OIll the ground, I 
kn ew· Ill'- first yolley lllllst be :~ Cl'ushing Oll e, 01' 
Jael,son; with his SIlPCI'iOI' lllllllbers, would chal'ge 
across the short di sta llce which sep:\l'at ell us and 
('nphll'o the nl'tillel'Y beforo tho glUli:; couill bo l'e· 
loath'd, 

A.il t' J' tho figh t tLt Hazel Gl'o\'e I sent into the 
woods ftnd capt urod It 11lllll1)el' of Jackson1s men, 
I asked them to what COlll lllnllll they belonged , 
Oll~ of lhcm said to GClI eml A, P. Hill's corps, llIill 
added, It 'l'hat WilS a prct ty tr ick yOll p layed us t his 
e \'c llillg ,1I I asked to wha t he rcfe rl'ed, H e repliell , 
It By wi 111111'1l wi ng yOllr i nl';lIli 1',\', allli ell leh i ng liS on 
)'0111' g IllIS,II_ thIlS !'; ltO\\'illg tha t tho fligh t ot tho 
Elc\'(~ nth ('NPS was looked upon a s n rusc, '1'0 lll~ ' 

question , if ihcy Ilali !';ufl\' !'cd much, ho s:li,\ that 
they Iiad becn ba dly cut Ill' i 1 hu t GCllcral Ja(,\,son 
had been hadly wOUlHl eli j also Gencra l A, p, Hill, 
nnd thpir chi ef of adil1ci'\-. I a ~ked how he knew 
GenCl'al Jackson had bC~ 1l woulltl cd. H o s tat e\t 
tha t he s; ~w him whcn he wus c,\ l'I'ied off the fie ld 
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in a litter, This infor­
mution I ill1llleclia,tely re­
portoll to Geneml Hooker , 
when ho directed 1Il0 to 
withdJ':1w my COllllnallll 
frOm that posit ion :llld go 
int o camp 011 t he 1I0l'lh 
s ide of the Rappahan nock 
River, I t "'"S .J- A , :\1 . o( the 
~d of )Iay WL Cll I ltlo\-ed 
fl'om Haze18ro\'e. Sickl cs, 
with tho t wo dh'isioll s of 
tho 'J' hil'd Corps, I'cll ched 
Ha ze l Gro\'O frOIll the 
!='I\l'u:lee betwC'e ll ha lf · past 
uill o and tell Oll the Iligh t 
of t he ~d of )[ay, Somo 
o r hi s troops had fig ht ing 
in t he woods before Ilcft. 
bu t I am una ble to Sa r 
wha t waS it s Ch:lI'Hcter, ' 

On tho mOI'lIing ot tho 
3d of )Jay (Sunda,y) Gen­
cmi St uar t was iu CO \ll· 
maud of Jackson's fOl'eos, 
Jackson and A. 1:>, lliH 
ha \'i llg' been wounlied, as 
report ed by the prisoner 
take n the llight bcCol'e , 
Stuart Pl'CPlll'Cll. wi th hi s 
Il sual impetuos it~" t.o re­
new 1he attack eal'iy tha t 
111ol'lling, and b y 0110 of 
those unfort una te OCCII I'­
rences so prc \'al cnt during 
t he wal', ho caught the 
Third Corps in motion to 
t;ll.: e up tt llewposi tioll . COIl­
necti ng wilh tho '1' ,,:eHth 
Cot'PS a t Fain'iew, and 
fa cing to t he west, 'l'hi s 

w ithdrawal enabled Stuart to take the pos ition at 
Hazel GroY(' from which Jackson had been I'cpulscd 
the e" enin g' bO(o1'o, H e Sft W its :ldvant:lges at ollce, 
amI, placing !':01ll0 thil't~- pieces of nl' t ilIery there, 
he enfiladed tho 'l'wclfth Corps a t Fain·iew :1)1(1 
Chancellorsville. alill pun ished the 'l'hil'd Corps se. 
vCI'ely. 'rhe 'l'h il'd CO II)S was figh t illg t hroughout 
the day under g" C;lt lli sad\,a utagcs , '1'0 add to t he 
elllbnl'l'aSS llle llt s of t ho nrtll Y, General T:lookel' Illat 
lllol'lliu g was di8ablcd 1),)' ,L couCUSS iOll , and the 
ann,)' was vil'llIall y without fI, II ~ad , tho dilfol'e ll t 
COI'\,S C.ollllll:llldel's fig htillj! thoi,· COlllllllllllls On the 
dcfcll !';i\'e. S uch extl'ltol'llillal'Y eO Il (lit ions forcctl 
the A rmy of the Potomac to (all baek from Cha n­
cC'llol'sdll e and F nin'iew, ,mel f01'1ll a ne \\' l illO of 
ba ttl e to tho nor t h a lill somo dis ta llcc from Chan. 
eel1orS \' ille, 'J'hi s lino prcscll ted a fl'Oll t to the Cil. 
clll y that couill not bo enfiladed 01' tm'll etl. ])os lll . 
101'." fighting, cspeciall,\" with 1II'tillel',\·, was kcpt lip 
on the ~th O[)[ilY j bll t H ooker'!,: battlo cnded oillhe 
3d, nncr the al'my had gaincd it i:i nc \\' po.o.: ition. 

It is ll :.;c less to spC'culat o wha t, GCll(,I';\1 1I 0o\;:e}' 
wou ld Itayc dOll C if. he hilil not been di s:abioti, L'p 
t o t he cvelling of. Ih (· ~il of )[:1Y t he e1lem,\' hat! 
sufl'ol'('d 80\'c I'ol,\', whil e the Army o f the 1:"OtOlllllC 
had cOlllparati\'ely bu t fow killed ntHl wounded j 
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The Continuation of the Story of 

The Battle of Chancellorsville 
The Union Side, by General Oliver O. Howard, and Lieutenant=Colonel 

Huntington W. Jackson 
Of General John Newton's Staff 

W ITH 

The Graphic Story of the Death of General Stonewall Jackson 
Told by General Jackson's Aide=de=Camp, the Rev. James Powerl Smith 

In this number will begin 

The Century War Book's Great Account of 

The Battle of Gettysburg 
With accompanying notes which make this famous battle easily understood 

The Events of Each Day are Described by Leading Contestants on 
Both Sides 

With Fifty=five Illustrations 
A Magnificent Panorama in Narrative and Picture , . 

To be continued in Part XIII 

THE DE VINNE PREss. 
\ 

" 

II 


