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Fort Sumter.

The Uhion side, by GEN. DOUBLEDAY, Execentive OfMicer of the Fort, and by a sergeant of the garri-
8on; the Confederate side, by GEN. STEPHEN D. LEE, Aide-de-Camp to Gen. Beaurcgard, the Con-
federaté Commander, who besieged Fort Sumter.

Bull Run.

The Union side, by GEN. FRY of the staff of Gen. McDowell, commanding fhe Union forces, and by
Walt Whitman the poet, who degcribes the return of the retreating troops to Washington 18 secu
by him while nursing in the hospital; the Confederate side, by GEN. BEAUREGARD, commanding the
Confederatée Army of the Potomac, and by GEN. IMBODEN, commanding a battery of artillery.

Fort Donelson.

Graphiecally deseribed by GEN. LEW WALLACE, author of “ Ben Hur,” ete., commanding the Third
Division of the Union foreces.

Shiloh.

By GEN. GRANT, the Union Commander, supplemented by an article by GEN. BUELL: the Con-
federate side described by COL. WM. PRESTON JOHNSTON, gon of the Confederate Commander,

- Albert Bidney Johnston, killed at Shiloh—the second day’s fighting deseribed by GEN. BEAURE-
GARD, wlo took command after the death of Gen. Johnston.

The Fight Between the ¢ Monitor?’ and the ¢ Merrimac.”

By o LIEUTENANT ON THE ** MERRIMAC " and by THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE '* MONI-
TOR." Capt. Ericsson tells how the * Monitor” was invented, and a suryivor of the crew describes
her loss in a storm off Hatteras. -

The Peninsular Campaign.
By GEN. GEORGE B. M'CLELLAN, who commanded the Union Army, with a eupplementary article
by PHILIPPE COMTE de PARIS, of Gen. MeClellun's stafl, and articles on the various battles of the
campaign —Seven Pines, Hanover Court House, Gaines’ Mill, Malvern Hill, The Seven Days’ Fight-
ing, by generals on both sides, including FITZ-JOHN PORTER, LONGSTREET, D. H. HILL, GUSTA-
YUS W. SMITH, and JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON.

The Capture of New Orleans.

The Union side, by ADMIRAL PORTER, who commanded the mortar fleet, and by COMMANDER
BARTLETT, and CAPTAIN KAUTZ; the Confederate side.by CAPT. BEVERLEY CANNON, and hy
George W. Cable, the famous novelist, who was a lad in New Orleans at the time of the capture.

The Second Battle of Bull Run.

,?glﬁlfg&-é%fg\l POPE, Union Commander; the Confederate side by GEN. LONGSTREET, and GEN.

Antietam.

The Unlon side, by GEN. M’CLELLAN, with notes by GEN. JOSEPH HOOKER, the story of the hatile
48 jeen troul‘th(a ranks by a private, and an army correspondent’s account of it by Charles Carleton
Coffin; the Confederate side, by GEN, LONGSTREET, who commanded the right and center, and “*A
Southern Woman's Recollections of Antietam.' >

From Corinth to Murfreesboro’.
Including t]m' Battle of Tuka, by GEN. HAMILTON ; the Battle of Corinth, by GEN. ROSECRANS ;
Murfreesboro’, by GEN. CRITTENDEN, commanding the left wing; the Contederate side by COL. UR-
QUHART, of Gen. Bragg's staff, <

Fredericksburg. ;

The Union side; by GEN. COUCH, commanding the Becond-Cor 8, and by GEN. AMES and GEN. REY-
NOLDS; the Confederate gide, by GEN. M'LA;\?V.S l:mc! other Canfedcrn!e officers.
Chancellorsville.

The Uhion side, by GEN. PLEASONTON, commanding the eavalry, hy GEN. HOWARD, commanding
thirlell-‘.:r-:g}ttlh (-?tm. nn;i btx%' LIFU'!;.-COL. JACKSON, of t:onl. Nc-\\'tnn{l’;i Rt:allfF;I{EP Confederate side,
With special reference to the death of Stonewall Jackson, described by the Y. JAMES POWE

SMITH}: Stonewall Jackson's aide-dé-camp. v b tiad i j : WER

Gettysburg.

A wonderful deseription of this great battla by leaders on hoth sides, with couneceting notes by GEN.
DOUBLEDAY, making the whole gtory of thie battle easily nunderstood, The articles are by GEN.
LONGSTREET, commanding the First Corps of Lée's army, GEN. HENRY J. HUNT, chief of artillery
of the Army of the Potomac (Union); GEN. ALEXANDER, chief of Longstreet's artillery; GEN.
KERSHAW, who commanded Kershaw's Confederate brigade; GEN. E. M! LAW, who commanded &
Confederate division in the assault on “Round Top™: GEN. IMBODEN, commanding a Confederate
cavalry brigade; LIEUT.=COL. RICE, U. S. A., ete,, ete.

Vicksburg. .

The Union side, by GEN. GRANT, commander of thf“hu*r‘-irgill: armies; the Confedernte side, by COL.
LOCKETT, chief engineer of the defenses of Vicksburg.

Chickamauga.

- The Confederate side, deseribing the great attack, by GEN. D. H. HILL, commanding n Confederats
corps; the Union side, by GEN. OPDYCKE, who Colonel of the 125th Ohio in the battle, by GEN.
;'IU[(.:LEIRTOtN.l\\'hu was Gen. Granger's chief-of-stafl, and by GEN. THURSTON, who was on Gen.

¢Cook’s staff,

Chattanooga.

By GEN. GRANT, commanding the Union Avmy : the assault on Missionary Ridge described by GEN.
FULLERTON, Union, and by GEN. BRAXTON BRAGQ, Confederate.

Operations on the Atlantic Coast.

The Burnside cx]}cdiuou, described by GEN. BURNSIDE ; the attack on Charleston, by GEN. QUINCY
A. GILLMORE: Fort Fisher, by CAPT. SELFRIDGE, commanding a naval division; the Confederate
ram ‘“ Albemarle,” by her builder, Gilbert Elliott, with the thrilling story of the destruction of the
“ Albemarle,” h)!' COMMANDER CUSHING, who led the éxpedition fo sink the ram.

The Wilderness.

The Union side, by GEN. GRANT, GEN. ALEXANDER 5. WEBB, GEN. MARTIN McMAHON, GEN.
'tWM. F&ARIIZ}AR SMITH, and others; the Confederate side, hy GEN. E. M. LAW, Geo. Cary Bgeles-
on, and others.

Sherman’s March.

Including a great article by GEN. SHERMAN, with articles by GEN. 0. ®. HOWARD and GEN.
HENRY W. SLOCUM ; the Confederateside, by GEN. JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, who 0})1)0.5(3(1 Shérmnn‘s
march to Atlanta, and others.

Sheridan in the Shenandoah. :
The Union side, by GEN. WESLEY MERRITT ; thic Confederate side, by GEN. JUBAL A. EARLY.

Petersburg.
By MAJOR POWELL, who describes the Battle of the Crater; GEN. HENRY G. THOMAS, and others,

The Fight Between the ‘‘Alabama ’ and the ¢ Kearsarge.”’

A great story of this famons fight, related by THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE “ ALABAMA "'
and by THESSURGEON OF THE ** KEARSA!’{GE."

Five Forks and Appomattox. ‘

By GEN. HORACE PORTER, of Gen. Grant's staff, with articles on the fall of Richimond by a CON-
FEDERATE CAPTAIN, and the om-.u}mrinn by A MEMBER OF GEN. WEITZEL'S STAFF : with an
article on “The Last Days of the Confederacy,” by the Confederate GEN. DUKE, and the story of the
grand review in Washington, by GEN. SLOCUM. §

In addition to the baitles and campaigns deseribed above, there are papers on many other jm-
portant engagements, such as the Battle of Mobile Bay, the Pea Ridge Campaign, by Gen. Sigel, 1a-
mous eayaley raids deseribed by their leaders, Hood's invasion of Tenness¢e, numerous articles by
privates on both sides deseribing the life in the ranks, ete., ete.

A Superb I’qpular Edition of the world-famous “ Century War Book,” including all the' most .striking features of that great
work, with the connecting material condensed for popular reading. Including, also, all the important illustrations.

COMPLETE IN TWENTY PARTS.

Copyright, 183, 185, 1855, 18z, by The C. entury Co.
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MAJOR-GENERAL PATRICK R. CLEBURNE,
C. B..A,
Killed at Fraonklin, November 30, 1864,

congideration that Thomas would immediately
overrun Alabama, if we marched to confront Sher-
man. I had fixedly determined, unless withheld
by Beauregard or the authorities at Richmond, to
proceed, as soon as supplies were received, to the
execution of the plan submitted at Gadsden.

At this juneture I was advised of the President’s
opposition to the campaign into Tennessee previous
to a defeat of Sherman in battle. The President
was evidently under the impression that the army
should have been equal to battle by the time it
had reached the Alabama line, and was averse to
my going into Tennessee, He was not, as were
seneral Beauregard and myself, acquainted with
its true condition. Therefore, a high regard for
his views notwithstanding, I continued firm in the
belief that the only means to checkmate Sherman,
and eodperate with General Lee to save the Con-
federacy, lay in speedy success in Tennessee and
Kentucky, and in my ability finally to attack Grant
in rear with my entire force.

Although every possible effort was made to ex-
pedite the repairs upon the railroad, the work
progressed slowly. Heavy rains in that seetion
also interfered with the completion of the road,
On the 13th I established my headquarters in
Florence, upon the north branch of the Tennessee,
and the following day General Forrest, with his
command, reported for duty. On the 15th the ve-
mainder of Lee’s corps crossed the river and
bivouacked in advance also of Tlorente. Stewart's
and Cheatham’s corps were instructed to cross.
About the time all necessary preparations verged
to a eompletion, and I anticipated to move for-
ward once more, heavy rains again delayed our
supplies. Working parties were at once detailed
and sent to different points on the railroad;
wagons were also despatched to aid in the trans-
portation of supplies., The officer in charge was
instructed to require the men to labor unceasingly
for the accomplishment of this important object.
In the mean time information had reached me that
Sherman was advancing south, from Atlanta. He

marehed out of that fated city on the 16th. Thus
were two opposing armies destined to move in op-
posite directions, each hoping to achieve glorious
results.

I well knew the delay at Tuseumbia would ac-
crue to the advantage of Sherman, as he would
thereby be allowed time to repair his railroad, and
at least start to the rear all surplus material. I
believed, however, that I could still get between
Thomas’s foreces and Nashville, and rout them;
furthermore, effect sueh manwcuvers as to insure
to our troops an easy victory. These convietions
counterbalanced my regret that Sherman was per-
mitted to traverse Georgia unopposed.

General Beauregard had moved in the direction
of Georgia to assemble all available forces to op-
pose Sherman’s advanee.

On the 19th the cavalry was ordered tomove for-
ward. The succeeding day Lee’s corps marched to
the front about ten miles on the Chisholm road,
between the Lawrenceburg and Wayneshoro’
roads. On the 20th of November, Stewart’s corps
having erossed the Tennessee and bivouacked sev-
eralmiles beyond onthe Lawrenceburg road, orders
were issued that the entire army move at an early
hour the next morning. Lee’s and Stewart’s corps
marched upon the Chisholm and the Lawrenceburg
roads, and Cheatham’s upon the Waynesboro’ road.
Early dawn of the 2Ist found the army in mo-
tion. I hoped by & rapid march to get in rear of
Schofield’s forees, then at Pulaski, before they
were able to reach Duek River. That night head-
quarters were established at Rawhide, twelve

miles north of Florence on the Waynesboro’ road.
The march was resumed on the 22d and continued
till the 27th, upon which date the troops, having
taken advantage of every available road, reached
Forrest operated

‘olumbia, via Mount Pleasant.
in our front against
the enemy’s cavalry,
which he easily drove
from one position to
another.

The Federals at Pu-
laski became alarm-
ed, and, by forced
marches, reached Co-
lumbia, upon Duck
River, in time to pre-
vent our troops from
cutting them off.

1. THE CARTER HOUSE, FROM
THE CONFEDERATE SIDE,

THE SIDE TOWARD THE TOWN.

Colonel Presstman and his assistants laid the
pontoons [over Duck River] during the night of
the 28th, about three miles above Columbia; or-
ders to move at dawn the following day having
been issued to the two corps and the division above
mentioned, T rode with my staff to Cheatham’s
right, passed over the bridge soon after daybreak,
and moved forward at the head of Granbury’s
Texas brigade, of Cleburne’s division, with instrue-
tions that the remaining corps and divisions follow,
and at the same time keep well closed up during
the march. . . .

THE UNION SIDE AT FRANKLIN AND
NASHVILLE.

BY HHENRY STONIE, BREVET COLONEL, U. 8.V,
A member of the statt of General Thomas,

Nork.—Schofield retivred from Columbia to Spring
Hill, on the road to Franklin, where he was almost sur-
rounded by Hood's army, and was compelled to cut his
way out on the night of the 20th, By severe marching
his troops reached Franklin, on the south bank of the
Harpeth, during the 3oth, and had barely completed aline
of ficld-works when Hood’s column rushed to the attack.

.+ . The head of the ecolumn under General Cox
reached the outskirts of I'ranklin about the same
Lour that the rear-guard was leaving Spring Hill.
Here the tived, sleepy, hungry men, who had fought
and marched, day and night, for nearly a week,
threw up a line of earthworks on a slight emi-
nence which guards the southern approach to the
town, even before they made their coffee. Then
they gladly dropped anywhere for the much-needed
“forty winks.,” Slowly the vest of the weary
column, regiment after regiment of worn-out men,
filed into the works, and continued the line, till a
complete bridge-head, from the river-bank above
to the river-bank be-
low, encireled the
town. By noon of the
30th all the troops
had come up, and the
Wagons were crossing
the river, which was
already fordable, not-
withstanding the re-
cent rains. The rear-
guard was still out,
having an occasional
bout with the enemy.

2, THE CARTER HOUSBE, FROM
3. FRONT VIEW OF THE CARTER HOUSE.
From photographs taken in 1884,
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MAJOR-GENERAL JAMES H. WILSON, U. 8. V.
Commanding the Union Cavalry.

The Columbia Pike bisected the works, which at
that point were Dbuilt just in front of the Carter
house, a one-story brick dwelling west of the pike,
and a large gin-house on the east side. Between
the gin-house and the river the works were partly
protected in front by a hedge of Osage orange, and
on the knoll, near the railroad cut close to the
bank, were two baiteries belonging to the Fourth
Corps. Near the Carter house was a considerable
thicket of locust-trees. Except these obstructions,
the whole ground in front was entirely unob-
strueted and fenceless, and, from the works, every
part of it was in plain sight. General Cox’s divi-
sion of three brigades, eommanded that day, in
order from left to right, by Colonels Stiles and Case-
ment and General Reilly, oceupied the ground be-
tween the Columbia Pike and the river above the
town. The front line consisted of eight regiments,
three in the works and one in reserve for each of
the brigades of Stiles and Casement, while Reilly’s
brigade nearest the pike had but two regiments in
the works, and two in a second line, with still an-
other regiment behind that, . . .

General Wood’s division of the Fourth Corps
had gone over the river with the trains: and two
brigades of Wagner's division, which had so
valiantly stood their ground at Spring Hill and
covered the rear since, were halted on a slope
about half a mile to the front. Opdycke had
brought his brigade within the works, and held
them massed, near the pike, behind the Carter
house. Besides the guns on the knoll, near the
railroad-ent, there were six pieces in Reilly’s
works ; four on Strickland’s left; two on Moore’s
left, and four on Grose’s left—in all, twenty-six
guns in that part of the works, facing south, and
twelve more in reserve, on or near the Columbia
Pike.

As the bright autumn day, hazy with the golden
light of an Indian summer atmosphere, wore away,
the troops that had worked so hard looked hope-
fully forward to a prospect of ending it in peace
and rest, preparatory either to a night march to
Nashville, or to a reinforeement by Smith’s corps
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canten Wouse [unpem sTEEsLE). GIN-MOUSE.

and General Thomas.
But about 2 o’clock, some
suspicious movements on
the hills a mile or two
away—the waving of sig-
nal flags and the deploy-
ment of the enemy in line
of battle— caused Gen-
eral Wagner to send his
adjutant-general, from
the advanced position
where his two brigades
had halted, to his com-
manding  general, with
the information that
Hood seemed to be pre-
paring for attack. In a
very short time the whole
Confederate line could be
seen, stretching in battle
array, from the dark
fringe of chestnuts along
the river-bank, far across
the Columbia Pike, the
colors gaily fluttering and
the muskets gleaming
brightly, and advanecing
steadily, in perfect order,
dressed on the center,
straight for the works.
Meantime General Scho-
field had retired to the
fort, on a high bluff on
the otherside of theriver,
some two miles away, by
the road, and had taken
General Stanley with
him. From the fort the
whole field of operations
was plainly visible. Not-
withstanding all these
demonstrations, the two
brigades of Wagner were left on the knoll where
they had been halted, and, with searcely an apology
for works to protect them, had waited until it was
too late to retreat without danger of degenerating
into a rout.

On came the enemy, as steady and resistless as
atidal wave. A couple of guns, inthe advance line,
gave them a shot and galloped back to the works,
A volley from a thin skirmish-line was sent into

HILL NEAR NASHVILLE FROM WHICH BATE’S CONFED-
ERATE DIVISION WAS DRIVEN ON DECEMBER 16.
(SEE PAGE 280.)

From a photograph taken in 1854,

ROPER'S WNOB.
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THE BATTLE-FIELD OF FRANKLIN, TENNESSEE, LOOKING NORTH FROM GENERAL

their ranks, but without eausing any delay to the
massive array. A moment more, and with that wild
“rebel yell” which, once heard, is never forgotten,
the great human wave swept along, and seemed to
ingulf the little force that hadsosturdily awaited it.

The first shoek came, of course, upon the two
misplaced brigades of Wagner's division, which,
through some one’s blunder, had remained in their
false ]Sosibion until too late to retire without disas-
ter. They had no tools to throw up works; and
when struek by the resistless sweep of Cleburne’s
and Brown’s divisions, they had only to make their
way, as best they eould, back to the works, In
that wild rush, in which friend and foe were inter-
mingled, and the piercing ““rebel yell ” rose high
above the * Yankee cheer,” nearly seven hundred
weremade prisoners. But worst of all for the Union
side, the men of Reilly’s and Strickland’s brigades
dared not fire, lest they shonld shoot down their
own comrades, and the guns, loaded with grape
and canister, stood silent in the embrasures. With
loud shouts of ““ Let ’s go into the works with them.,”
the triumphant Confederates, now more like a wild,
howling mob than an organized army, swept on to
the very works, with hardly acheek from any quar-
ter. So fierce was the rush that a number of the
fleeing soldiers —officers and men—dropped ex-

278

hausted into the diteh, and lay there while the ter-
rific contest raged over their heads, till, under cover
of darkness, they eould erawl safely inside the in-
trenchments. . . .

Colonel Emerson Opdycke, of Wagner’s division,
as already stated, had brought his brigade inside
the works,and they were nowmassed near the Carter
house, ready for any contingeney. Two regiments
of Reilly’s brigade, the 12th and 16th Kentueky,
which had reached Franklin about noon, had taken
position a little in rear of the rest of the brigade,
and thrown up works. As soon as the break was
made in the lines, all these reserves rushed to the
front, and after a terrifie struggle succeeded in re-
gaining the works. Opdycke’s brigade, deploying
as it advanced, was involved in as fierce o hand-to-
hand encounteras eversoldiers engagedin. The two
Kentucky regiments joined in the fight with equal
ardor and bravery. A large part of Conrad’s and
Lane’s men, as they eame in, though wholly dis-
organized, turned about and gave the enemy a hot
reeeption. Opdyeke’s horse was shot under him,
and he fought on foot at the head of his brigade.
General Cox was everywhere present, encouraging
and cheering on his men. General Stanley, who,
from the fort where he had gone with General
Schofield, had seen the opening elash, galloped to

e

CHEATHAM'S HEADQUARTERS.

fire, the muskets of Stiles
made fearful havoe:

the front as soon as pos-
sible and did all that a
brave man could until he
was painfully wounded.
Some of Opdyeke's men
manned the abandoned
guns in Reilly’s works;
others filled the gap in
Strickland’s line. These
timely movements first
checked and then rve-
pulsed the assaulting foe,
and soon the entire line
of works was reoceupied,
the enemy sullenly giv-
ing up the prize which
wassonearly won. Stew-
art’s corps, which was on
Cheathaw’s right, filling
the space to the river,
kept abreast of its valiant
companion, and, meeting
no obstacle, reached the
works near the Union left
before Cheatham made
the breach at the (o-
lumbia Pike. Owing to
the peculiar formation of
the field, the left of Stew-
art’sline was thrown upon
the same ground with the
right of Cheatham’s ; the
two commands there be-
came much intermingled.
This accounts for so
many of General Stew-
art’s officers and men be-
ing killed in front of
Reilly’s and Casement’s
regiments,

Where there was noth-
ing to hinder the Union

’s and Casement’s brigades
; while the batteries at the rajl

road-cut plowed furrows through the ranks of the

advancing foe.
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this blinding mediy
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the greatest. Here fel]
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More than one color-hearer was shot,
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ate the fierce energy with which
soldiers, that short November
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the west of the pike Strahl and Gist were killed,
and Brown was severely wounded. General G. W.
Gordon was captured by Opdyecke’s brigade, inside
the works. . . .

Schofield retired his army during the night to Nash-
ville, uniting with Thomas, who occupied an intrenched
line inclosing the city on the east, south, and west, with
the flanks resting upon the Cumberland River. On the
1st of December Hood’s columns took up positions on a
line of hills confronting the Union works, and threw up
intrenchments. The interval between December 1 and
9 was passed by Thomas in organizing his forces for a
decisive battle. His movement was further delayed by
a severe storm of freezing rain, which set in on the 9th,
and rendered the flelds and roads ice-bound until the
14th. That night orders were given to attack next day.

It was not daylight, on the morning of the 15th
of December, when the army began fo move. In
most of the camps reveille had been sounded at 4
o’clock, and by 6 everything was ready. If turned
out a warm, sunny, winter morning. A dense fog
at first hung over the valleys and completely hid
all movements, but by 9 o’clock this had cleared
away. General Steedman, on the extreme left, was
the first to draw out of the defenses, and to assail
the enemy at their works between the Nolensville
and Murfreesboro’ pikes. It was notf intended as a
real attack, though it had that effect. Two of
Steedman’s brigades, chiefly colored troops, kept
two divisions of Cheatham’s ecorps constantly busy,
while his third was held in reserve; thus one Con-
federate corps was disposed of. 8.D, Lee's corps,
next on Cheatham's left, after sending two brigades
to the assistance of Stewart, on the Confederate
left, was held in place by the threatening position
of the garrison troops, and did not fire a shot dur-
ing the day. Indeed, both Cheatham’s and Lee’s
corps were held, as in a vise, between Steedman
and Wood. Lee’s corps was unable to move or to
fight. Stcedmn.nmuintainedthegrotmdheoccupied
till the next morning, with no very heavy loss.

When, about 9 o’elock, the sun began to burn
away the fog, the sight from General Thomas’s po-
sition was inspiring. A little to the left, on Mont-
gomery Hill, the salient of the Confederate lines,
and not more than six hundred yards distant from
Wood’s salient, on Lawrens Hill, eould be seen the
advance line of works, behind which an unknown
force of the enemy lay in wait. Beyond, and along
the Hillshoro’ Pike, were stretehes of stone wall,
with here and there a detached earthwork, through
whose embrasures peeped the threatening artillery.
To the right, along the valley of Riehland Creel,
the dark line of Wilson’s advancing cavalry could
be seen slowly making its diffienlt way across the
wet, swampy, stumpy ground. Close in front, and
at the foot of the hill, its right joining Wilson’s
left, was A, J. Smith’s corps, full of cheer and en-
terprise, and glad to be onee more in the open
field. Then came the Fourth Corps, whose left,
bending back toward the north, was hidden behind
Lawrens Hill. Already the skirmishers were en-
gaged, the Confederates falling back before the
determined and steady pressure of Smith and
Wood.

By the time that Wilson’s and Smith’s lines were
fully extended and brought up to within striking dis-
tance of the Confederate works, along the Hillsboro’
Pike, it was noon. Post’s brigade of Wood’s old di-
vision (now commanded by General Sam Beafty),

which lay at the foot
of Montgomery Hill,
full of dash and spirit,
had sinece morning
been regarding the
works at the summit
with covetous eyes.
At Post’s suggestion,
it was determined to
see  which  party
wanted them most.
Accordingly,acharge
was ordered —and in
amomentthe brigade
was swarming up the
hillside, straight for
the enemy’s advane-
edworks. Foralmost
the first time since
the grand assault on
Missionary Ridge, a
year before, here was
an open field where
everything could be
seen. I'rom General
Thomas’s headquar-
ters everybody look-
ed on with breathless
suspense, as the blue
line, broken and ir-
regular, but with
steady persistence, made its way up the steep hill-
side against a fierce storm of musketry and artillery.
Most of the shots, however, passed over the men’s
heads. It was a struggle to keep up with the col-
ors, and, as they neared the top, only the strongest
were at the front. Without a moment's pause, the
color-bearers and those who had kept up with them,
Post himself at the head, leaped the parapet. As
the colors waved from the summit, the whole line
swept forward and was over the works in a twink-
ling, gathering in prisoners and guns. Indeed, so
large was the mass of the prisoners which a few min-
utes later was seen heading toward our own lines,
that a number of officers at General Thomas’s head-
quarters feared the assault had failed and the pris-
oners were Confederate reserves who had rallied
and retaken the works. But the fear was only mo-
mentary; for the wild outburst of eheers that rang
across the valley told the story of complete success.

Meanwhile, farther to the right, as the opposing
lines neared each other, the sound of battle grew
louder and louder, and the smoke thicker and
thicker, until the whole valley was filled with the
haze. It was now past noon, and at every point
the two armies were so near together that an as-
sault was inevitable. Hateh's division of Wilson’s
eavalry, at the extreme right of the continuons line,
was confronted by one of the detached works which
Hood had intended to be ¢ impregnable”; and the
right of MeArthur's division of A. J. Smith’s in-
fantry was also within striking distance of it.
Coon’s cavalry Dbrigade was dismounted and or-
dered to assault the works, while Hill’s infantry
brigade received similar orders. The two com-
manders moved forward at the same time, and en-
tered the work together, Colonel Hill falling dead
at the head of his command. In a moment the
whole Confederate foree in that quarter was routed
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Commanding the provisional detachment.

and fled to the rear,
while the eaptured
guns were turned on
them.

With the view of
extending the opera-
tions of Wilson’s eav-
alry still further to
the right, and if pos-
sible gaining the rear
of the enemy’s left,
the two divisions
of the Twenty-third
Corps that had been
in reserve near Law-
rens Hill were or-
dered to Smith’s
vight, while orders
were sent to Wilson
to gain, if possible, a
lodgment on the
Granny White Pike.
These orders were
promptly  obeyed,
and Cooper’s brigade
on reaching its new
position got into a
handsome fight, in
which its losses were
more than the losses
of the rest of the
Twenty-third Corps during the two days’ batile.
[This brigade had not been engaged at Franklin.]

But though the enemy’s left was thus rudely
driven from its fancied security, the salient at
the center, heing an angle formed by the line along
Hillsboro’ Pike and that stretehing toward the east,
was still firmly held. Post’s suceessful assault had
merely driven out or captured the advance forces;
the main line was intact. Assoon as word ecame
of the successful assault on the right, General
Thomas sent orders to General Wood, command-
ing the Fourth Corps, to prepare to attack the
salient. The staff-officer by whom this order was
sent did not at first find General Wood ; but see-

ing the two division commanders whose troops
would be called upon for the work, gave them
the instruction. As he was riding along the line
he met one of the brigade commanders—an offi-
cer with a reputation for exceptional courage and
gallantry —who, in reply to the direction to pre-
pare for the expected assault, said, * You don’t
mean that we ‘ve got to go in here and attack the
works on that hill?” ‘Those are the orders,” was
the answer. Looking earnestly across the open
valley, and at the steep hill beyond, from which
the enemy’s guns were throwing shot and shell
with uncomfortable frequency and nearness, he
said, “Why, it would be suicide, sir; perfect sui-
cide.” “Nevertheless, those are the orders,” said
the officer; and he rode on to complete his work.
Before he could rejoin General Thomas the assault
was made, and the enemy were driven out with a
loss of gunsg, eolors, and prisoners, and their whole
line was forced to abandon the works along the
Hillsboro’ Pike and fall back to the Granny White
Pike. The retreating line was followed by the en-
tire Fourth Corps (Wood’s), as well as by the cav-
alry and Smith’s troops; but night soon fell, and
the whole army went into bivouae in the open
fields wherever they chanced to be.

At dark, Hood, who at 12 o’elock had held an un-
broken, fortified line from the Murfreesboro’ to the
Hillshoro’ Pike, with an advanced post on Mont-
gomery Hill and five strong redoubts along the
Hillsboro’ Pike, barely maintained his hold of a
line from the Murfreesboro' Pike to the Granny
White Pike, near which on two large hills the left
of his army had taken refuge when driven out of
their redoubts by Smith and Wilson. These hills
were more than two miles to the rear of his morn-
ing position. . . .

The morning was consumed in moving to new
positions. Wilson’s eavalry, by a wide détour, had
passed beyond the extreme Confederate left, and
secured a lodgment on the Granny White Pike.
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VIEW OF THE WINSTEAD HILLS, FRANKLIN, WHERE HOOD FORMED HIS LINE OF BATTLE,
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From a photograph.

The right of Wagner's two brigades, in the advanced position, was posted behind the stane wall in the foreground,
The Columbia Pike is shown passing over the hills on the left of the picture. (See pages 277, 278)
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But one avenue of escape was now open for Hood—
the Franklin Pike. Gen Thomas hoped that a
vigorous assault by Schofield’s corps against Hood’s
left would break the line there, and thus enable the
cavalry, relieved from the necessity of operating
against the rebel flank, to gallop down the Granny
‘White Pike to its junction with the Franklin, some
six or eight miles below, and plant itsell square
across the only remaining line of retreat. If this
scheme could be carried out, nothing but eapture
or surrender awaited Hood’s whole army.
Meantime, on the National left, Colonel Post,
who had so gallantly earried Montgomery Hill the
morning before, had made a careful reconnoissance
of Overton’s Hill, the strong position on Hood's
right. Asthe result of his observation, he reported
to General Wood, his corps commander, that an
assault would cost dear, but he believed it could
be made suecessfully; at any rate he was ready to
try it. The order was accordingly given, and
everything prepared. The brigade was to be sup-
ported on either side by fresh troeps to be held in
readiness to rush for the works the moment Post
should gain the parapet. The bugles had not fin-
ished sounding the charge, when Post’s brigade,
preceded by a strong line of skirmishers, moved
forward, in perfect silence, with orders to halt
for nothing, but to gain the works at a run. The
men dashed on, Postleading, with all speed through
a shower of shot and shell. A few of the skirmishers
reached the parapet; the main line eame within
twenty steps of the works, when, by a concentrated
fire of musketry and artillery from every available
point of the enemy’s line, the advance was momen-
tarily cheeked, and, in another instant, Post was
brought down by a
wound, at first re-
ported as mortal.
Thisslight hesitation
and the disabling of
Post were fatal to the
sucecess of the as-
sault. The leading
and animating spirit
gone, the line slowly
drifted to its origi-

SOUTH-WEST FRONT OF THE CAPITOL
AT NASHVILLIE,
IFrom a photograph.
The view is toward the battle-field.
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nal position, losing in those few minutes nearly
300 men; while the supporting brigade on its left
lost 250,

Steedman had promised to cobperate in this as-
sault, and aceordingly Thompson’s brigade of col-
ored troops was ordered to make a demonstration at
the moment Post’sadvance began. These troops had
never before been in action and were now to test
their mettle. There had been no time for a recon-
noissance, when this order was given, clse it is
likely a way would have been found to turn the
cnemy’s extreme right flank.  The colored brigade
moved forward against the works east of the
IFranklin Pike and nearly parallel to it. As they
advanced, they became excited, and what was
intended merely as a demonstration was uninten-
tionally converted into an actual assault. Thomp-
son, finding his men rushing forward at the
double-quick, gallantly led them to the very slope
of the intrenchments. But, in their advance across
the open field, the continuity of his line was broken
by a large fallen tree. As the men separated to
pass it, the enemy opened an enfilading five on the
exposed flanks of the gap thus created, with telling
effect. In consequence, at the very moment when
a firm compact order was most needed, the line
came up ragged and broken. Meantime Post’s
assault was repulsed, and the fire which had been
concentrated on him was turned against Thomp-
son. Nothing was left, therefore, but to withdraw
as soon as possible to the original position. This
was done without panic or confusion, after a loss
of 467 men from the three regiments eomposing
the brigade.

When it was seen that a heavy assault on his
right, at Overton’s Hill, was threatened, Hood
ordered Cleburne’s old division to be sent over to
the exposed point, from the extreme left, in front
of Schofield. About the same time General Couch,
commanding one of the divisions of the Twenty-
third Corps, told General Schofield that he believed
he eould carry the hill in his front, but doubted if
he eould hold it without assistance. The ground in
front of General Cox, on Couel’s right, also offered
grand opportunities for a suceessful assault. Mean-
time the cavalry, on Cox’s right, had made its way

beyond the extreme left
flank of the enemy, and
vas moving northward
over the wooded hills di-
reet to the rear of the
extreme rebel left.
General Thomas, who
had been making a re-
connoissance, had no
sooner reached Scho-
field’s front than Gen-
eral DMeArthur, who
commanded one of
Smith's divisions, impa-
tient at the long wait-
ing, and not wanting to
spend the second night
on the rocky hill hie was
oceupying, told Smith
that he could earry the

high hill in front of
Couch,—the same that
Couch himself had told
Schofield  he  eould
carry,—and would undertake it unless forbid-
den. Smith silently aequiesced, and MeArthur
set to work. Withdrawing MeMillen’s (his right)
brigade from the trenches, he marched it by the
flank in front of Gemneral Coucl’s position, and
with orders to the men to fix bayonets, not to fire
a shot, and neither to halt nor to cheer until they
had gained the enemy’s works, the charge was
sounded. The gallant brigade, which had served
and fought in every part of the Southwest, moved
swiftly down the slope, across the narrow valley,
and began serambling up the steep hillside, on the
top of which was the redoubt, held by Bate’s di-
vision, and mounted also with Whitworth guns.
The bravest onlookers held their breath as these
gallant men steadily and silently approached the
summit amid the erash of musketry and the boom
of the artillery. In almost the time it has taken to
tell the story they gained the works, their flags

were wildly waving from the parapet, and the un-

mistakable cheer, “the voice of-the American
people,” as General Thomas called it, rent the air.
It was an exultant moment, but this was only a
part of the heroic work of that afternoon. While
MeMillen’s brigade was preparing for this wonder-
ful charge, Hatel's division of cavalry, dismounted,
had also pushed its way through the woods, and
had gained the tops of two hills that eommanded
the rear of the enemy’s works. Here, with in-
credible labor, they had dragged by hand two
pieces of artillery, and, just as MceMillen began his
charge, theso opened on the hill where Bate was,
up the opposite slope of which the infantry were
serambling. At the same time Coon’s brigade of
Hatel's division, with resounding cheers, charged
upon the enemy, and poured such volleys of
musketry from their repeating-rifles as I have
never heard equaled.  Thus beset on both sides,
Bate’s people broke out of the works, and ran
down the hill toward their right and rear as fast as
their legs could carry them. It was more like a
seene in a speetacular drama than a real incident
in war. The hillside in front, still green, dotted
with the boys in blue swarming up the slope ; the
dark background of high hills beyond; the lower-

280

OVERTON'S HOUSE, HOOD'S HEADQUARTERS AT NASHYV
From a photograph taken in 1884,

1LLE.

ing clouds; the waving flags
rising through the leafless ty
across the valleys; the wonderful outburst of
musketry; the cestatic cheers; the multitude rac-
ing for life down into the valley below,—so e\:L:it-
g was it all, that the lookers-on illBti'ﬂCt{\'ﬁl\'
clapped their hands, as at a brilliant and success-
ful transformation seene, as indeed it was., For
in those few minutes, an army was elmufred. into ai
mob, and the whole structure of the 1'ebelision in the
Southwest, with all its Dossibilities, was utterly
overthrown. Assoon asthe other di\"isions farth )-
to the left saw and heard the doings on their(riwh[i:]
they did_not wait for orders, Ezorvwhere bav 2;
common impulse, they charged the works i].l’fl‘(; t
and carried them in a twinkling. General Edw;‘(i
Jolimson and nearly all his division and his arti]
lery were captured. Over the very ground wi e,
but a little while before, Post’s assault had ll)ilei;

1‘!?]_1‘!11150(1, the same troops now charged with re-
;s]m ess furc_e, capturing fourteen guns and one
11(msa.m.1 prisoners.  Steedman’s eolored brigades
also rallied and brought in their share of pris{:mors

Everywhere the suceess

i the smoke slowly
ee-tops and drifting

and other spoils of war,
was complete, , . |
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FORT BTEVENS, WASHINGTON.
From a war-time photograph.

THE SHENANDOAH

NARRATIVE

The peeuliar military advantages which the Confed-
erates enjoyed while controlling the Shenandoah Valley
(also ealled the Valley of Virginia) were first demon-
strated in the first campaign of Bull Run (see p. 24 and
following). Shortly after that event Stonewall Jackson
assumed command of the Valley District. In March,
1862, Winchester was occupied by a Union foree under
General James Shields, which Jackson attacked near
the hamlet of Kernstown, March 23.  Defeated at Kerns-
town, Jackson retreated up the valley and a strong
Union force nnder General Banks was assembled at
strasburg. In May Fremont entered the valley from
West Virginia in support of Banks, and Jackson de-
feated his advance at McDowell, May 8. On the 234,
24th, and 25th of May Jackson attacked Banks on the
flank at Port Royal, Newton, and Winchester, and com-
pelled him to retreat across the Potomac. Fremont,
marching from Franklin, attempted to cut off Jackson’s
retreat up the valley, but was defeated at Cross Keys

EARLY’S MARCH TO WASHINGTON.*

BY JUBAL A. EARLY, LIEUTENANT-GENERAT,
C. 8. Al

N the 12th of Jumne, 1864, while the Second
O Corps (Ewell’s) of the Army of Northern
Virginia was lying near Gaines’s Mill, in rear

of ill’s line at Cold Harbor, Ireceived orders from
General Lee to move the corps, with two of the
pattalions of artillery attached to it, to the Shen-
andoah Valley; to strike Hunter’s foree in the rear
and, if possible, destroy it; then to move down the
valley, cross the Potomae near Leesburg, in Lou-
doun County, or at or above Harper’s Ferry, as T
might find most practicable, and threaten Washing-
ton city. I was further directed to communicate

« condenged from General Early's “ Memoir of the Last
Year of the War for Independence in the Confederate
States of America.” Lynehburg: Published by Charles
. Button for the Virginia Memorial Association, 1867;
here printed by permission of the author.

VALLEY CAMPAIGN.

OF EVENTS.

June 8th, and Shields’s division, marching to form a
junetion with Fremont, was defeated at Port Republic
on the 9th, Soon after these successes Jackson’s army
joined Lee in front of Richmond to take part in the
“Seven Days’” campaign (see p. 82 and following),
The route of Lee's army lay through the valley during
the invasions of Maryland and Pennsylvania in 1862 and
1863. At the beginning of Grant’s campaign against
Richmond in May, 1864, the Union troops in the valley
were commanded by Sigel, the Confederates by General
J. D, Tmboden. Sigel attempted to advance up the val-
ley. He was defeated at New Market on May 15th by
TImboden and resigned the command to General David
Hunter. Hunter moved on Lynchburg, where he was
met by General Jubal Early, with a part of Lee's army,
and compelled to retreat westward aecross the moun-
tains. Early then marched down the valley, on his raid to
Washington. Sigel, who had been retained in command
along the Potomac, retired all his forees into Maryland.

with General Breckinridge, who would cotperate
with me in the attack on Hunter and the expedition
into Maryland. . . .

At Lynchburg I had received a telegram from
General Lee, directing me, after disposing of Hun-
ter, either to return to his army or to carry out
the original plan, as I might deem most expedient.
After the pursuit had ceased I received another des-
patech from him, submitting it to my judgment
whether the eondition of my troops would permit
the expedition across the Potomae to be earried
out, and I determined to take the responsibility of
continuing it. On the 23d the march was resnmed,
and we reached Buchanan that night. On the 26th
I reached Staunton in advance of the troops, and
the latter came up next day, which was spent in
reducing transportation and getting provisions from
Waynesboro’. . . .

During the night of the 4th [of July] the enemy
evacuated Harper's Ferry, burning the railroad
and pontoon bridges across the Potomae. It was

not possible to oceupy the town of Harper’s Ferry,
exeept with skirmishers, as it was thoroughly com-
manded by the heavy guns on Maryland Heights;
and the 5th was spent by Rodes’s and Ramsewr’s
divisions in demonstrating at that place. . .

On the 10th the march was resumed at daylight,
and we bivouacked four miles from Rockville, on
the Georgetown pike, having marched twenty
miles. MeCausland, moving in front, drove a
body of the enemy’s cavalry before him, and had
a brisk engagement at Rockville, where he en-
camped after defeating and driving off the enemy.

We moved at daylight on the 11th, MeCansland
on the Georgetown pike, while the infantry,
preceded by Imboden’s ecavalry under Colonel
Smith, turned to the left at Rockville, so as to
reach the Tth street pike which runs by Silver
Springs into Washington, Jackson’s eavalrymoved
on the left flank. The previous day had been very
warm, and the roads were exceedingly dusty, as
there had been no rain for several weeks. The
heat during the night had been very oppressive,
and but little rest had heen obtained. This day
was an exceedingly hot one, and there was no air
stirring. While marching, the men were enveloped
in a suffocating eloud of dust, and many of them
fell by the way from exhaustion. Our progress
was therefore very much impeded, but I pushed
on as rapidly as possible, hoping to get into the
fortifications around Washington before they could
be manned. Smith drove a small body of eavalry
before him into the works on the Tth street pike,
and dismounted his men and deployed them as
skirmishers. I rode ahead of the infantry, and
arrived in sight of Fort Stevens on this road a
short time after noon, when I discovered
that the works were but feebly manned.

Rodes, whose division was in front, was
immediately ordered to bring it into line
as rapidly as possible, throw out skirmish-
ers, and move into the works if he could.
My whole column was then moving by flank,
which was the only praectieable mode of
marching on the road we were on, and be-
fore Rodes’s division could be brought up
we saw a cloud of dust in the rear of the
works toward Washington, and soon a col-
umn of the enemy filed into them on the
right and left, and skirmishers were thrown
out in front, while an artillery fire was
opened on us from a number of batteries.
This defeated our hopes of getting posses-
sion of the works by surprise, and it became
necessary to reconnoiter.

Rodes’s skirmishers were thrown to the
front, driving those of the ememy to the
cover of the works, and we proeeeded to
examine the fortifications in order to as-
certain if it was practieable to earry them
by assault. They were found to be exceed-
ingly strong, and consisted of what ap-
peared to be inclosed forts for heavy ar-
tillery, with a tier of lower works in front
of each, pierced for an immense number of
guns, the whole being eonnected by cur-
tains with ditehes in front, and strength-
ened by palisades and abatis. The timber
had been felled within eannon range all
around and left on the ground, making a
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formidable obstacle, and every possible approach
was raked by artillery. On the right was Rock
Creek, running through a deep ravine which had
been rendered impassable by the felling of the
timber on each side, and beyond were the works
on the Georgetown pike, which had been reported
to be the strongest of all. On the left, as far as
the eye could reach, the works appeared to be of
the same impregnable echaracter.® This recon-
noissanece econsumed the balanee of the day.

*General Barnard, in his “Defences of Washington,”
thus deseribes the works:

“Iivery prominent point, at intervals of eight hun-
dred to one thousand yards, was oceupied by an inclosed
ficld-fort; every important approach or depression of
ground, unscen from the forts, swept by a battery for
ficld-guns; and the whole connected by rifle-trenches
which were in fact lines of infantry parapets, furnishing
emplacement for two ranks of men, and affording covered
communication along the line, while roads were opened
wherever neeessary, so that troops and artillery could
be moved rapidly from one point of the immense pe-
riphery to another, or under cover, from point to point
along the line. The countersearps were surrounded by
abatis; bomb-proofs were provided in nearly all the
forts; all guns not solely intended for distant fire placed
in embrasures and well traversed. All commanding
points on which an enemy would be likely to concentrate
artillery to overpower that of one or two of our forts or
hatteries were subjected not only to the five, direct and
cross, of many points along the line, but also from heavy
rifled guns from distant points unattainable by the
enemy’s ficld-guns. With all these developments, the
lines certainly approximated to the maximum degree

‘of strength which ean be attained from unrevetted earth-

works. Tnadequately manned as they were, the fortifi-

cations compelled-at least-w concentration and an av-
raying of force on the part of the assailants, and thus
gave time for the arrival of succor.”

TFrom a photograph.
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The rapid marching, and
the losses at Harper’s Ferry,
Maryland Heights, and Mo-
nocacy, had reduced my in-
fantry to about 8000 muskets.
Of these a very large number
were greatly exhausted by the
last two days’ marching, some
having fallen by sunstroke,
and not more than one-third
of my force could have been
carried into action. I had
about forty pieces of artillery,
of which the largest were 12-
pounder Napoleons, besides
a few pieces of horse-artillery
with the cavalry. McCaus-
land reported the works on
the Georgetown pike too
strongly manned for him to
assault. After dark on the
11th I held a consultation
with Major-Generals Breck-
inridge, Rodes, Gordon, and
Ramseur, in which I stated
to them the necessity of doing
something immediately, as
the passes of South Mountain
and the fords of the Upper
Potomae would soon be elosed
against us. Afterinterchang-
ing views with them, I deter-
mined to make an assault on
the enemy’s works at daylight
next morning. But during
the might a despateh was re-
ceived from General Bradley
T. Johnson from near Balti-
more, that two corps had ar-
rived from General Grant’s
army, and that his whole army
was probably in motion. As
soon as it was light enough to gee, I rode to the
front, and found the parapet lined with troops. I
had, therefore, reluctantly to give up all hopes of
capturing Washington, after I had arrived in sight
of the dome of the Capitol, and given the Federal
anthorities a terrible fright.

Some of the Northern papers stated that, be-
tween Saturday and Monday, I eould have entered
the city; but on Saturday I was fighting at Mon-
ocacy, thirty-five miles from Washington, a force
which I could not leave in my rear; and after dis-
posing of that force and moving as rapidly as it
was possible for me to move, I did not arrive in
front of the fortifieations until after noon on Mon-
day, and then my troops were exhausted, and it
requived time to bring them up into line. I had
then made a mareh, over the cireuitous route by
Charlottesville, Lynchburg, and Salem, down the
valley and through the passes of the South Moun-
tain, whieh, notwithstanding the delays in dealing
with Hunter's, Sigel’s, and Wallace’s forces, is, for
its length and rapidity, T believe, without a parallel
in this or any other modern war. My small force
had been thrown up to the very walls of the Fed-
eral eapital, north of a river which could not he
forded at any point within forty miles, and with a
heavy force and the South Mountain in my rear —

the passes through whiech mountain could be held
by a small number of troops. A glance at the map,
when it is recollected that the Potomae is a wide
river, and navigable to Washington for the largest
vessels, will cause the intelligent reader to wonder,
not why I failed to take Washington, but why I
had the audacity to approach it as I did, with the
small foree under my eommand. Tt was supposed
by some, who were not informed of the faets, that
I delayed in the lower valley longer than was neces.
sary ; but an examination of the foregoing narrative
will show that not one moment was spent in idle-
ness. I could not move aeross the Potomae and
through the passes of the South Mountain, with
any safety, until Sigel was driven from, or safely
housed in, the fortifications at Maryland Heights.

After abandoning the idea of capturing Wash-
ington I determined to remain in front of the for-
tifications during the 12th, and vetire at night.
Johnson had burned the bridges over the Gun-
powder, on the Harrisburg and Philadelphia roads,
threatened Baltimore, and started for Point Look-
oub; but the attempt to release the prisoners was
not made, as the enemy had received notice of it in
some way. On the afternoon of the 12th a heavy
reconnoitering force was sent out by the enemy,
which, after severe skirmishing, was driven back
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by Rodeg’s division with but slight loss to us.
About dark we commenced retiring, and did so
without molestation. Passing through Rockville
and Poolesville, we crossed the Potomae at White’s
Ford, above Leesburg, in Loudoun County, on the
morning of the l4th, bringing off the prisoners
captured at Monocaey, and our captured beef cattle
and horses, and everything else, in safety.

SHERTDAN IN THE SHENANDOAH
VALLEY.

BY WESLEY MERRITT, MAJOR-GENERAL, U. 8. V,,
BRIGADIER-GENERATL, U, 8. A,
Commanding the First Division of Cavalry,

P to the summer of 1864 the Shenandoah Val-

ley had not been to the Union armies a for-
tunate place either for battle or for strategy. A
glance at the map will go far toward explaining
this. The valley has a general direction from
southwest to northeast. The Blue Ridge Moun-
tains, forming its eastern barrier, are well defined
from the James River above Lynchburg to Har-
per’s Ferry on the Potomae. Many passes (in
Virginia called “gaps”) made it easy of access
from the Confederate hase of operations ; and, bor-
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dered by a fruitful country
filled with supplies, it offered
a tempting highway for an
army bent on a flanking
mareh on Washington or the
invasion of AMaryland or
Peunsylvania. Forthe Union
armies, while it was an
equally practieable highway,
it led away from the objec-
tive, Richmond, and was ex-
posed toflank attacksthrough
the gaps from vantage-ground
and perfect cover,

It was not long after Gen-
eral Grant completed his first
campaign in Virginia, and
while he was in front of
Petersburg, that his atten-
tion was called to this famous
seat of side issues Dbetween
Union and Confederate ar-
mies. With quick military
instinet he saw that the val-
Iey was not useful to the
Government for aggeressive
operations. He decided that
it must be made untenable for
either army. In doing this he
reasoned that the advantage
would be with us, who did not
wantit asa source of supplies,
nor as a place of arms, and
against the Confederates, who
wanted it for both. Accord-
ingl}‘,insh‘ucti(mswcrodr;u\'n
up for earrying on a plan of
devastating the valley in a
way least injurious to the
people.  These instruetions,
which were intended for
Hunter, were destined to be

£
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carried out by another, and how well this was
accomplished it is my purpose to recount,

Hunter's failure to eapture Lynchburg in the
spring of 1864, and his retreat by a circuitous line
opened the valley to General Early, who had gone
to the relief of Lynchburg. Marching down the
valley and taking possession of it without serious
opposition, Early turned Harper's Ferry, 'which was
held by a Union force under Sigel, and erossed
into M:-u-g.-']ﬂml at Shepherdstown. The governors
of New York, Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts
were called on for hundred-days men to repel the
invasion, and later the Army of the Potomae sup-
plied its quota of veterans as a nueleus around
which the new levies could rally. General Early
marehed on Washington, and on the 11th of July
was in front of the gates of the capital. The fol-
lowing day, after a severe engagement in which
the guns of Fort Stevens took part, he withdrew
his forces through Rockville and Poolesville, and,
erossing the Potomae above Leesburg, entered the
Valley of Virginia through Snicker’s Gap. After-
ward, erossing the Shenandoah at the ferry of the
same name, he moved to Berryville, and there
awaited developments.

After the immediate danger to Washington had
passed it became a question with General Grant
and the authorities in Washington to select an of-
ficer who, commanding in the valley, would pre-
vent further danger from invasion. After various
suggestions, Major-General Philip H. Sheridz}n was
selected temporarily for this command, His per-
manent oceupation of the position was opposed by
Seeretary Stanton on the ground that he was too
young for such important responsibility. On the
Tth of Angust, 1864, Sheridan assumed eommand
of the Middle Military Division, and of the army for
the protection of the valley, afterward known as
the “Army of the Shenandoah.”

Naturally, on assuming command, Sheridan
moved with caution. Hewas ineited to this by his
instructions, and inelined to it by his unfamiliarity
with the country, with the command, and with the
enemy he had to deal with. On the other hand,
Enrly: who had nothing of these to learn, save the

mettle of his new adversary, was aggressive, and
at once mancuvered with a bold front, seemingly
anxious for a battle. The movements of the first
few days showed, however, that Early was not dis-
posed to give battle unless he could do so on his
own conditions.

On the morning of the 10th of August, Sheridan,
who had massed his army at Halltown, in front of
Harper's Ferry, marched toward the enemy’s com-
munications, his object being to ocenpy Early’s line
of retreat and foree him to fight before reinforce-
ments eould reach him. The march of my cavalry
toward the Millwood-Winchester road brought us
in contact with the enemy’s eavalry on that road,
and it was driven toward Kernstown. At the same
time a brigade under Custer, making a reeonnois-
sance on the Berryville-Winchester road, came on
the ememy holding a defile of the highway, while
“his trains and infantry were marching toward
Strasburg.” As soon as the retreat of the enemy
was known to General Sheridan the eavalry was
ordered to pursue and harass him. Near White
Post, Devin eame upon a strongly posted forece,
which, after a sharp fight, he drove from the field,
and the division took position on the Winchester-
Front Royal pike. The same day my division had
asevereaffair withinfantry near Newtown, in which
the loss to my second brigade was considerable,

On the 12th of August, the enemy having retirved
the night before,the cavalry pursued to Cedar Creck,
when it came up with Early’s rear-gnard and con-
tinued skirmishing until the arrival of the head of
the infantry eolumn. The day following, the re-
connoissance of a brigade of cavalry discovered the
enemy strongly posted at Fisher’s Hill, About this
time Early received his expected reinforecements.
General Sheridan, being duly informed of this,
made preparations to retire to a position better
suited for defense and adapted to the changed
eonditions of the strength of the two armies. . . .

About 2 p. 3. on the 16th an attack was made
.« « which resulted in the battle of Cedarville. . ..
The Confederates were thrown into confusion and
retreated, leaving 300 prisoners, together with two
stand of colors, . . .
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[Several other engagements took place hetween the
troops of General Sheridan and General Early, leaving
Sheridan master of the sitnation.]

On the 12th of September Sheridan had tele-
gfaphed Grant to the effect that it was exceedingly
diffieult to attack Early in his position behind the
Opequon, which constituted a formidable barrier;
that the erossings, though numerous, were deep,
and the banks abrupt and diffieult for an attacking
foree; and, in general, that hie was waiting for the
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chances to change in his favor, hoping that Early
would either detach troops or take some less de-
fensible position. His eaution was fortunate at
this time, and his fearlessness and hardilhood were
sufficiently displayed thereafter. In the light of
eriticisms, then, it is curious that the world is now
inelined to call Sheridan reckless and foolhardy.
At 2 AL 2 of September 19th Shevidan’s army
was astir under orders to attack Early in front of
Winehester. . . . At daylight Wilson advaneed




BRADLEY T. JOIINSON,
BRIGADIER-GENERAL, C. 8, A.

aeross the Opequon, and carried the earthwork
which covered the defile and captured part of
the force that held it. The infantry followed —
Wright's corps first, with Getty leading, and Em-
ory next. Between two and three miles from the
Opequon, Wright came up with Wilson, who was
waiting in the earthwork he had eaptured. There
the country was suitable for the deployment of the
column, which commenced forming line at once.
Ramseur, with the bulk of the Confederate artil-
lery, immediately opened on Wright's troops, and
soon the Union guns were in position to reply.
Wilson took position on the left of the Sixth Corps.
Then followed a delay that thwarted the part of
the plan which contemplated the destruction of
Early’s army in detail. Emory’s command was
crowded off the road in its march, and so delayed
by the guns and trains of the Sixth Corps that it
was slow getting on the field, and it was hours be-
fore the lines were formed. This delay gave the
Confederates time to bring up the infantry of Gor-
don and Rodes. Gordon, who first arrived, was
posted on Ramsewr’s left near the Red Bud, and
when Rodes arrived with three of his four brigades,
he was given the center. This change in the situ-
ation, which necessitated fighting Early’s army in
his chosen position, did not disconecert the Union
commander. He had come ont to fight, and though
chafing at the unexpeeted delay, fight he would to
the bitter end.

In the mean time the eavalry, which had been or-
dered to the right, had not been idle. Moving at
the same time as did the rest of the army, my divi-
sion reached the fords of the Opequon near the
railroad erossing at early dawn. Here I found a
foree of cavalry supported by Breckinridge’s in-
fantry. After sharp skirmishing the stream was
crossed at three different points, but the enemy
contested every foot of the way beyond, The cav-
alry. however, hearing Sheridan’s guns, and know-
ing the battle was in progress, was satisfied with
the work it was doing in holding from Early a con-
siderable force of infantry. The hattle here con-
tinued for some hours, the eavalry making charges
on foot or molnted aceording to the nature of the

PHILIP H, SHERIDAN,

HENRY E. DAVIES, JR. D, MCM, GREGG.

WESLEY MERRITT. A. T. A. TORBERT, JAMES M. WILSON.

SHERIDAN AND SOME OF HIS GENERALS.
Facsimile of a photograph taken in 1864,

country, and steadily though slowly driving the
enemy’s force toward Winchester. Finally Breck-
inridge, leaving one brigade to assist the eavalry
in retarding our advance, moved to the help of
Early, arriving on the field about 2 p. a1

It was 11:30 A. 3t before Sheridan’s lines were
ready toadvance, When they moved forward, Early,
who had gathered all his available strength, met
them with a front of fire, and the battle raged with
the greatest fury. The advance was pressed in the
most resolute manner, and the resistance by the en-
emy being equally determined and both sides fight-
ing without cover, the casualties were very great.
Wright's infantry foreed Ramseur and Rodes stead-
ily to the rear, while Emory on the right broke the
left of the enemy’s line and threw it into con-
fusion. At this time the Confederate artillery
opened with eanister at short range, doing fearful
execution. This, eoupled with the weakening of
the center at the junetion between Emory and
Wright, and with a eharge delivered on this junc-
tion of {he lines by a part of Rodes’s command,
just arrived on the field, drove back the Union
eenter. At this eritical moment Russell's divi-
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sion of Wright’s corps moved into the breach
on Emory’s left, and, striking the flank of the
Confederate troops who were pursuing Grover, re-
stored the lines and stayed the Confederate ad-
vance. The loss to both sides had been heavy.
General Russell of the Union army, and Generals
Rodes and Godwin of the Confederate, were among
the killed.

A lull in the battle now followed, which General
Sheridan improved to restore his lines and to bring
up Crook, who had not yet been engaged. It had
been the original purpose to use Crook on the left
to assist Wilson’s cavalry in cutting off Early’s re-
treat toward Newtown. But the stress of battle
compelled Sheridan to bring his reserve in on the
line, and accordingly Crook was ordered up on
Emory’s right, one brigade extending to the north
of Red Bud Creek. At the same time Emory re-
formed his lines, placing Breckinridge’s command
in reserve. At this time Merritl, who with his
cavalry had followed Breckinridge closely to the
field, approached on the left rear of the Confeder-
ates, driving their flying and broken eavalry through
the infantry lines. The eavalry then charged re-

BREVET MAJOR-GENERATL DAVID A. RUSSELL,
U.8. V.

Killed at the battle of Winchester, September 19, 1864.
peatedly into Early’s infantry, first strikiy
the rear, and afterward face to face as it ¢
front to repel the attaclk.
made by the eavalry without any knowledge of the
state of the battle except what was apparent to
the eye. Tirst Devin charged with his brigade,
returning to rally, with three battle-flags and over
three hundred prisoners. Next Lowz‘ll charged
with his brigade, capturing flags, prisoners, and
two guns. After this the entire division wag f(.n'm(-l'l
and charged to give the final coup.

At the time of this last charge the Union infantry
iulvfmeed along the entire line and the enemy fled
in disorder from the field, anad night alone (for 11 \\“\:;
now dark) saved Early’s army from capture, i

Early retreated to Fisher's IIi11, w
defeated him in battle on the
the way up the valley as f!

1 it in
hanged
These attacks were

hiere Shevidan again
224, pushing him hotly all
ar as Staunton, '

When the army commenced its return mavel, {1
cavalry was deployed aeross the valley 'l)urn‘inn-G
d'estroyiug, or taking away (’\‘El""thil)f?-[)'f value, or
likely to become of value, to the enenbn'. ft w'\’:-l
severe measure, and appears severer now inl‘él ,
lapse of time; but it wus 1leCessary as a measy 1"’
of \va}‘. The country was fruitfu] aﬁd “'ﬂ;'rt]m
pa ':uh‘se of bushwhackers and guerriyllas- T1 b
committed numerony murders and W&llﬂ‘:()] 19:“(1111(1
eruelty on all parties wenlkeyp than the: a‘(-lh"o'f
Officers and men had been murdereq in coilﬁ ]\i‘h-
on the roads, while broceeding withount l H')Oli
through an apparently 1\03&01?111 count ﬂ g
th]oughtt]css; had been lureq to houses 01111\:‘ :m f;lx‘lhf
Wwhen too late, that g foe was c}mceﬂ&d tl ..
}:n_dy t(;; ti‘lI\O ﬂl(‘.ll‘ lives if they did not Rm'rm::]:'tl"
1s not wonderful, then, that the cavaley g '
“_'01']{ thef destruetion contemplateq c:i' 1 Ay e
iime.s:}u'mk from the duty, Tt is "I-: ;11(?1: % th:]t
ceredit that no persona] \'i'olem-o ou:‘-m?r o ]to fhon'
:‘x:]? (‘"ir reported, even by their ‘cm;\n]l]i‘c-]:‘h”'f[‘}lm
p]ut((‘-%v &zlglsf‘t{fmlntml to Winchestey Was. cnnl:-
cunying that country heo, TIHOS thereatter oc-
their ‘*uppli.os; C‘%}I“t"}'_ had to look elsewhere for
SN s. There islittlo doubt, howawvean. .
enough was left iy the countpy f s gy ) v
Ly Lor the subsistence
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of the people, for thisgbesides being contemplated
by orders, resulted of necessity from the fact that,
while the work was done hurriedly, the citizens
had ample time to seerete supplies, and did so.
On the return of the army after the pursuit of
the scattered remnants of Early’s force, General
Sheridan placed it in position on Cedar Creek
north of the Shenandoah, Crook on the left, Emory
in the center, and Wright in reserve. The cavalry
was placed on the flanks. The occupation of Cedar
Creek was not intended to be permanent; th_ere
were many serious objections to it as a position
for defense. The approaches from all points of the
enemy’s stronghold at Fisher's Hill were through
wooded ravines in which the growth and undula-
tions concealed the movement of troops, and for
this reason and its proximity to Fisher's Hill the
pickets protecting its front could not be thrown,
without dangerof capture,sufficientlyfartothe front
to give ample warning of the advance of the enemy.
We have already seen how Sheridan took advantage
of like conditions at Fisher’s Hill. Early Was now
contemplating the surprise of his ant?gom:‘st. ce
On the 15th General Sheridan, taking with him
Torbert with part of the eavalry, started for Wash-
ington, the design being to sc.ml the cavalry on a
raid to Gordonsville and vieinity. Tl.le fivst camp
was made near Front Royal, from W]}l{'ll ]?omt the
cavalry was returned to the army, it being con-
sidered safer to do so in consequence of a despnte}t
intercepted by our signal officers from the enemy’s
station on Three Top Mountain, and forv.'m-_d@d to
General Sheridan by General Wright. This des-
pateh was as follows: N
5 NT-(GENER! EARLY : Beready
'13‘ ‘saf::}:ﬁu:?; f:;‘t::vs‘ri;:il::lny\(h],:nual we \\:1;1! crush Sheri.
;Imx.—- LONGSTREET, Lientenant-General.

In sending back the cavalry General Sheridan

Wl ral Wrig] ireeting eaution on his

ote to General Wright, directing hi

part, so that he might be duly prepared to resist
b b

ack in ease the above despateh was genuine.
tSIIl::e?lt(?:n continned to “fnshingt_on. and the cn.v;
alry resumed its smtio_n in the lm.e of dEfEu‘Sc{;ﬂ -
Cedar Creek. At this time everything was quiet—
5“3:11 Ltllc:cl:gllfbirl {:o(‘:nster made a reconnoissanee i‘n his
front on the back road, but _fmmd no enemy 1(;;:1;-
side the lines at Fisher’s Hill. e O.n the : 1
reconnoisgances on llmth flanks discovered no sign

L ant by the enemy. o

01']'?111:?‘:.::3; of the destruction 0€ su‘pphes XLtlli
Valley was now being felt by Eaxly’s troops. r 10:
this fime he writes: “‘I was now colmlpeh ed to
move baek for want of provisions an 1:‘mlng;e, o;
attack the enemy in his position 1\j1t11 the 1opeko”
driving him from it; and I determined todattaf ﬁ
From reports made by Gencral Gordm? ?,nt ns an-
officer who ascended Tl%l'.ee Top Mount-.u'n r;; ec;) L
noiter the Union position, and t_he 11esuC [ a,l
reconnoissance made at the same tlme_ );r 1en.cm
Pegram toward the right flank of the Lmot]1 mmy:
teneral Early coneluded to at’tack by seex_‘et ycm:ljv
ing a force to turn Sheridan’s left flank at Cedar
LI:I‘(I\}:. plan of this attack was earefully 1ufu}e;1thte
routes the troops were to pursue, even _aftet t ;e ';‘I'II. -
{le had commenced, were carefully designated. 'm‘
attack was made at early dawn. The s‘urpnicf \\'nsf
complete. Crook’s camp,andafterward Emory’s, was

THE SURPRISE AT CEDAR CREEK.
From a war-time sketeh,
The right of the picture shows the Confederate flanking column attacking the left of the Nineteenth Corps from
the rear, The Union troops, after adetermined resistance, took position on the outer side of their ritle.pits.

attacked in flank and rear, and the men and officers
driven from their beds, many of them not having
the time to hurry into their clothes, except as they
retreated half awake and terror-stricken from the
overpowering numbers of the enemy. Their own

artillery, in eonjunction with that of the enemy,
was turned on them, and long before it was light
enough for their eyes, unaccustomed to the dim
light, to distinguish friend from foe, they were
hurrying to onr right and rear intent only on their

—

VIEW ON THE VALLEY TURNPIKE WHERE SHERIDAN JOINED THE ARMY AT CEDAR CREEK.

From a photograph taken in 1583,
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safety. Wright’s infantry, which was farther re-
moved from the point of attack, fared somewhat
better, but did not offer more than a spasmodic re.
sistance. The eavalry on the right was on the
alert. The rule that in the immediate presence of
the enemy the eavalry must be early prepared for
attack resulted in the whole First Division being
up with breakfast partly finished, at the time the
attack commenced. A Dbrigade sent on reconnois-
sance to the right had opened with its guns some
minutes before the main attack on the left, for it
had met the cavalry sent by Early tomake a demon-
stration on our right.

The disintegration of Crook’s command did not
oceupy many minutes. With a force of the enemy
passing through its eamp of sleeping men, and an-
other powerful column well to their rear, it was
not wonderful that the men as fast as they were
awakened by the noise of battle thought first and
only of saving themselves from destruetion. The
advance of Gordon deflected this fleeing throng
from the main road to the rear, and they passed
over to the right of the army and fled along the
back road. Emory made an attempt to form line
facing along the main road, but the wave of Gor-
don’s advance on his left, and the thunders of the
attack along the road from Strasburg, rendered the
position untenable, and he was soon obliged to
withdraw to save his lines from eapture.

At this time there were hundreds of stragelers
moving off by the right to the rear, and all efforts
to stop them proved of no avail, A line of cavalry
was stretelied across the fields on the right, which
halted and formed a respectable force of men, so
far as mumbers were eoncerned, but these fled
and disappeared to the rear as soon as the force
which held them was withdrawn. By degrees the
strength of the battle died away. The infantvy of
the Sixth Corps made itself felt on the advance
of the enemy, and a sort of confidence among
the troops which had not fled from the field
was being restored. A brigade of eavalry was
ordered to the left to intercept the ememy’s ad-
vance to Winchester. Taylor’s battery of artillery,
belonging to the eavalry, moved to the south, and,
taking position with the infantry which was retir-
ing, opened on the enemy. The artillery with the
cavalry was the only artillery left to the army.
The other guns had either been eaptured or sent
to the rear. This battery remained on the in-
fantry lines, and did mueh toward impeding the
enemy’s advance until the eavalry changed posi-
tion to the Winchester-Strashurg road. This
change took place by direction of General Torbert
about 10 o’cloek. Inmaking it the cavalry marched
through the broken masses of infantry direet to a
point on the main road northeast of Middletown.
The enemy’s artillery fire was terrifie. Not a man
of the eavalry left the ranks unless he was wounded,
and everything was done with the precision and
quietness of troops on parade. General Merritt
informed Colonel Warner of Getty’s division, near
which the cavalry passed, and which was at that
time following the general retreat of the arvmy, of
the point where the eavalry would take position
and fight, and Warner promised to notify General
Getty, and no doubt did so, for that division of the
Sixth Corps advanced to the position on the
cavalry’s right.  Then Devin and Lowell charged




LIEUTENANT-GENERAL JOHN B. GORDON, C. 8. A,

From a photograph.
and drove back the advancing Confederates.
Lowell dismounted his brigade and held some
stone walls whose position was suited to defense.
Devin held on to his advanee ground. Here the
enemy’s advanee was checked for the first time,
and beyond this it did not go.

The enemy’s infantry sheltered themselves from
our eavalry attacks in the woods to the left, and in
the inclosures of the town of Middletown, But
they opened a devastating fire of artillery. This
was the state of affairs when General Sheridan
arrived.

Stopping at Winchester over night on the 18th,
on his way from Washington, General Sheridan
heard the noise of the battle the following morn-
ing, and hwrried to the field. His coming restored
confidence. A cheer from the eavalry, which
awakened the echoes of the valley, greeted him
and spread the good news of his coming over the
field. [ See note at end of article,]

He rapidly made the changes necessary in the
lines, and then ordered an advance. The cavalry
on the left charged down on the enemy in their
front. scattering them in all directions. The in-

fantry, not to be out-
done by the mounted
men, moved forward in
quick time and eharged
impetuously the lines
of Gordon, which broke
and fled. It took less
time to drive the en-
emy from the field than
it had for them to take
it.  They seemed to
feel the changed con-
ditions in the Union
ranks, for their divi-
sions broke one after
another and disappear-
ed toward their rear.
The eavalry rode after
them and over them,
until night fell and
ended the fray at the
foot of Fisher's Hill.
Three battle-flags and
twenty-two guns were
added to the trophies
of the cavalry that day.
Early lost almost all
his artillery and trains,
besides everythingthat
was captured from the
Union army in the
morning.

Thevictory was dear-
ly bought. The killed
or mortally wounded
included General Bid-
well  and  Colonels
Thoburn and Kitehing,
besides many other offi-
cers and men. Among
the killed in the final
charge by the cavalry
at Cedar Creek was
Colonel Charles Rus-
sell Lowell. He had
been wounded earlier in the day, but had declined
to leave the field.

The battle of Cedar Creek has been immortalized
by poets and historians. The transition from de-
feat, rout, and confusion to order and victory, and
all this depending on one man, made the country
wild with enthusiasm. The vietory was a fitting
sequel to Winehester, a glovious prelude to Five
Forks and Appomatfox. . . .

NOTES ON ‘‘ SHERIDAN'S RIDE.”

In his “ Personal Memoirs” (New York: €. L. Web-
ster & Co,, 1888), Vol. IT., General Sheridan says that to-
ward 6 A. M. of October 19th word was brought to him
(at Winchester) of the artillery firing at Cedar Creelk.
Between half-past 8 and 9 o'clock, while he was riding
along the main street of Winchester, toward Cedar Creck,
the demeanor of the people who showed themselves at
the windows convineed him that the ecitizens had re-
ceived seeret information from the battle-field, “and
were in raptures over some good news.” The narrative
continues:

“Ior a short distance I traveled on the road, but soon
found it g0 blocked with wagons and wounded men that
my progress was impeded, and T was foreed to take to
the adjoining fields to make haste, . . .

“My first halt was made just north of Newtown, where
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I met a chaplain digging his heels into the sides of his
jaded horse, and making for the rear with all possible
speed. Idrew up foraninstant, and inquired of him how
matters were going at the front. He replied, ‘Everything
is lost; but all will be right when you get there'; yet,
notwithstanding this expression of confidence in me,
the parson at once resumed his breathless pace to the
rear. At Newtown Iwasobliged to make a cirenit to the
left, to get around the village. I could not pass through
it, the streets were erowded, but meeting on this détour
Major MeKinley, of Crook's staff, he spread the news of
my return through the motley throng there,

“Whennearing the Valley pike, just north of Newtown,
I saw about three-fourths of a mile west of the pike
i body of troops, which proved to be Ricketts’s and
Wheaton's divisions of the Sixth Corps, and then learned
that the Nineteenth Corps had halted a little to the right
and rear of these; but I did not stop, desiring to get to
tie extreme front. Continuing on parallel with the pike,
about midway between Newtown and Middletown T
crossed to the west of it, and o little luter came up in
rear of Getty's division of the Sixth Corps. When T ar-
rived, this division and the eavalry were the only troops
in the presence of and resisting the enemy ; they were
apparently acting as n rear-guard at a point about three
miles north of the line we held at Cedar Creck when the
battle began, General Torbert was the first oflicer to
meet me, saying as he rode up, ‘My God! T am glad
you've come.) . . .

“Jumping my horse over the line of rails, I rode to the
crest of the elevation, and there, taking off my hat, the
men rose up from behind their barricades with cheers of
recognition. . . . I then turned back to the rear of
Getty's division, and as I came behind it a line of regi-
mental flags rose up out of the ground, as it seemed, to
weleome me. They were mostly the colors of Crook’s
troops, who had been stampeded and seattered in the
surprise of the morning. The color-bearers, having with-
stood the panie, had formed behind the troops of Getty.
The line with the eolors was largely composed of officers,
among whom I recognized Colonel R. B, Hayes, since
President of the United States, one of the brigade com-
manders. At the elose of this incident I erossed the lit-
tle narrow valley, or depression, in rear of Getty’s line,
and, dismounting on the oppogite crest, established that
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point as my headquarters, . . . Returning to the place
where my headguarters had been established, T met
near them Ricketts's division, under General Keifer, and
General Frank Wheaton's division, hoth marching to the
front. When the men of these divisions saw me they be-
gan cheering and took up the double-quick to the front,
while I turned back toward Getty’s line to point uut';
where these returning troops should be placed.

“All this had consumed a great denl of time, and 1
concluded to visit again the point to the east of the Val-
ley pike, from where T had first observed the enemy, to
see what he was doing.  Arrived there, I could plainly
see him getting ready for attack, and Major Forsyth now
suggested that it would be well to ride along the line of
battle before the enemy assailed us, for although the
troops had learned of my return, but few of them had
seen me. Following his suggestion I started in behind
the men, but when a few paces had been taken I crossed
to the front, hat in hand, passed along the entire length
of the infantry line; and it is from this circumstance
that many of the officers and men who then received me
with such heartiness have sinee supposed that that was
my first appearance on the fleld. But at least two hours
had elapsed since T reached the ground, for it was after
midday when this incident of riding down the fl‘nut.
took place, and T arrived not later, certainly, than half-
past ten o’clock.” .

General Emory says in his Narrative”:

“This clectrl(_: message from General Sheridan put
every man on his feet. . . . Very soon the pickets came
in, quickly followed by the enemy's infantry, Our first
line [Grover] then rose up en masse and delivered their
fire, and the enemy disappearved. There was not a sound
of musket or gun for twenty minutes following. The
First Division was deployed to the right of the S.(-cond
and the charge commenced, . + « The enemy l'c"llBtE(i
at every strong fence and diteh and other nhst":iclc; with
great bravery, but still the line Ewept on. The First
Brigade (Colonel Edwin P. Davis) of the First Division
(Dwight’s), Whiqh wiis on the extreme right, with unpar-
alleled intrepidity and flectness completely enveloped
the enemy, so that one hour before the sun set 4 ltl
troops were in complete command , | & nl"th‘o. . =
they had occupied in the morning,"™ | J e




UNION BATTERY NEAR DUNN'S HOUSE, PETERSBURG.
From a war-time photograph.

THE SIEGE OF PETERSBURG,

AND THE BATTLE OF THE CRATER.

NARRATIVE OF EVENTS.

The Union government obtained a foothold in south-
eastern Virginia by the Confederate abandonment of
Norfollt and Suflolk, during MeClellan's advance up the
Peninsula in 1862. Petersburg, howo.\‘ct', Wis an im]?ov-
tant link in the line of communications between Rich-
mond and the Carolinas, and was early placed in a state
of defense.

In April, 1864, General Be:uu‘eg:u'(_l us.-fumcd command
of the Confederate department which ineluded Peters-
burg, and began to colleet m?c(-ﬁ f_rom tl_:c_ cm[st for op-
erations along the James River, in (}.mwlpulmu of an
attack by Grant south of Richmond. Simultaneous with
the movement of the Army of the Potomac from the
Rapidan, May 4, the Army of the James, under General
B. I'. Butler, sailed from Iortress Monroe up James
River, and seized City Point and Bermuda ![nmlrcd.

The cavalry division under General A. V. Kautz, mareh-

THE SIEGE OF PETERBBURG.—1. SHARP-SHOOT-
ERS ON THE LINE OF THE EIGHTEENTH
CORPS. 2. BIVOUAC OF THE FIFTH
CORPE IN THE RIFLE-PITS.

ing from Suflolk, joined on the 10th, after destroying the
bridges on the Weldon road, south of Petersburg, and
delaying reinforcements for Beauregard. Afterintrench-
ing Bermuda Hundred, Butler destroyed the railroad
between Richmond and Petersburg, and on the 13th and
14th his troops carried a portion of the first line of de-
fenses at Drewry's Blufls, near Richmond. On the 16th,
Beauregard attacked Butler and forced him back to his
intrenchments in the narrow neck of land between the
Appomattox and the James. Beaurcgard intrenched in
front of Butler in o manner which enabled him to hold
the line with a slight force and spare the bulk of his
army for the defense of Richmond. The Eighteenth
Corps of Butler's army reinforced Grant at Cold Har-
bor [see p. 254].

On June 9 Butler sent the Tenth Corps, under General
Q. A. Gillmore, and Kautz's cavalry to attack Petersburg
[see following]. Gillmore and Kautz returned to Ber-
muda Hundred after their fruitless errand. While the
Army of the Potomae was crossing the James on the 14th

and 15th of June [gee p. 255], Smith's corps, which had re-
joined Butler, marched on Petersburg and assaulted

the outer line of defenses late on the 15th, earry-

ing them for a distance of two miles and a half

in the northeast of the city. Hancock and

Burnside reached the field that night, and

on the night of the 16th the assaults were
>~ renewed, and portions of the Confed-
“*="<-  erate second line were captured.

287

RESERVOIR HILL, WHERE KAUTZ'S ADVANCE WAS STOPPED, JUNE 9, 1864.

The spires of Petersburg are seen to the left of the reservoir,
In front of the reservoir is the ravine of Licutenant’s Creek
that encireles the eastern outskirts of the eity and afforded

Meanwhile, Beauregard had strengthened the garrison
by drawing troops from the defenses of Richmond.
On the 17th the Fifth Corps reached Petersburg and
the assanlts were pressed all along the line. Burn-
side enrried an advaneed position and intrenched it,
though losing heavily in the operation. On the 18th
Lee's troops arrived, and the Union assanlts made that
day with great vigor, espeeinlly by Hancock, were de-
cisively repulsed. Siege lines were then established and
gradually extended east and south of the city. Butler's
intrenched position at Bermuda Hundred became a
basge for extended movements north of the James,which
gradually enveloped Richmond on the east.

FIRST ATTACKS ON PETERSBURG.
BY AUGUST V. KAUTZ, BREVET MAJOR-GEN-
ERAL, U, 8. A,

Commanding the Cavalry Division, Army of the James.

HE Cavalry Division of the Army of the James

was organized in the last days of April, 1864.

Through the personal application of Lieuten-
ant-General Grant I was seleeted and promoted to
be Brigadier-General of Volunteers to organize and
command if. Ifound the troops of which it was to
be made up eneamped in rear of Portsmouth, Va.,
picketing the line of the Blackwater River, on the
20th of April.  As first organized it was arranged
as follows: First Brigade, 3d New York, and 1st
District of Columbia Cavalry, Colonel 8. H. Mix
commanding. Second Brigade, 11th and 5th Penn-
sylvania Cavalry, Colonel S. P. Spear commanding.
A section of 3-ineh rifles of the 4th Wisconsin Bat-
tery was temporarily assigned. The division num-
bered less than 2800 men, all told. . . .

On the night of the Sth of June, General Butler
having perfeeted a plan for the capture of Peters-
burg, the cavalry moved in conjunction with a
brigade of white troops under Colonel J. R. Hawley
and a part of Hinks’s coloved division; the whole
commanded by General Gillmore. The infantry
was expeeted to threaten Petersburg from the City
Point roud, while the eavalry made o détour to the
Jerusalem plank-road, where the enemy’s line was
believed to be weak. It was agreed that if the
cavalry earried this line, General Gillmore was to
assault the line in his front. The distance the

the Confederates a concealed and convenient way by which
either wing of their lines could be reinforced by troops from
the other. (From a photograph made in 1886.)

cavalry had to mareh took up more time than was
anticipated, and the line was not earried until just
before noon of the 9th, and General Gillmore, hav-
ing exhaunsted his patience, was far on his way
back to City Point at that time. The line, where
the Jerusalem road entered it, was held by about
two hundred Second Class militia, and was easily
carried, and had the infantry been at hand to sup-
port the eavalry Petersburg eonld have been taken
and held at this time.  The Cavalry Division, how-
ever, had only about thirteen hundred serviceable
men on this oceasion, and could not hold the ad-
vantage gained without sufficient infantry support.
The advance penetrated to the water-works, where
it was confronted by a battery in position, and the
rear of the eavalry was threatened by the enemy
holding the line on the City Point front, and was
therefore compelled to retive with the eaptured pris-
oners, and returned to Bermuda Hundred, where
we arvived after dark. Shortly after this affair
General Gillmore was relieved from the command
of the Tenth Corps.

On the 15th of June, the Eighteenth Corps under
General W, F. Smith having rejoined Butler, after
its detachment to Cold Harbor, another effort was
made to take Petersburg, with this difference in
the plan, that while the eavalry should distract the
enemy as much as possible in the direction of the
Jerusalem plank-road, the Eighteenth Corps was
to carry the line on the City Point side.  The eav-
alry, having driven in the enemy’s pickets on the
City Point road, moved to the left and was engaged
the entive day exposed mainly to arvtillery fire, with-
out any apparent action on the part of the Eigh-
teenth Corps. We believed ourselvesagain deserted,
and at seven in the evening the eavalry was with-
drawn, and the columm was just fairly on the veturn
when the noise of the assault so long expected
broke upon us about four miles to our right, It
was all over in a few moments, and, as we subse-
quently learned, General Smith had earried the en-
tire line in his front. The Army of the Potomae
began to arrive on the night of the 15th, and was
on hand to support the Eighteenth Corps in the
position it had eaptured. . . .
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REPELLING THE
FIRST ASSAULT
ON PETERSBURG.

BY R. E. COLSTON, BRIGA-
DIER-GENERAL, C. 8. A.
Provisional Commander of the
Post of Petersburg.

T the end of April,
1864, I was transfer-
red from the Department
of Georgia to that of Vir-
ginin and was assigned by
General . A, Wise to the
provisional command of
the post of Petersburg,
whieh I had already held
from January to March,
1863. General Wisereturn-
ed to Petersburg about
June 1st, and I remained
there while waiting for
another assignment.

At that time the lines
covering Petersburg on
the south side of the Ap-
pomattox formed a semi-
eireleof about eightmiles,
development, resting upon the river at each ex-
tremity. With the exception of a few lunettes and
redoubts at the most commanding positions, they
were barely marked out, and a horseman could
ride over them without the least difficulty almost
everywhere, as T myself had done day after day
for weeks just before the fight. They diffeved in
toto from the shortened and formidable works con-
structed later by General Lee’s army.

On the 9th of June the lines were entirely stripped
of regular troops, with the exeeption of Wise's bri-
gade on our extreme left, and of Sturdivant’s bat-
tery of four guns. Every other regiment had been
ordered across the James to aid General Lee on
the north side. A few skeleton ecompanies of home
eguards (less than 150 men) oceupied the redoubts
half a mile from the river on the left, which were
armed with heavy artillery., Then eame a gap of
a mile and a half to lunette 16, occupied by 30
home gnards with 4 pieces of stationary artillery.
One mile farther to the right were two howitzers of
Sturdivant’s battery; one mile farther still were
lunettes 26, 27, and 28, at the interseetion of the
lines with the Jernsalem road; but neither there
nor for four miles more to the river on our right
was there a man or gun.

During the night of June 8$th-9th General Kautz
and Colonel Spear, with four regiments of cavalry
and 4 pieces of artillery. erossed the Appomattox
on a pontoon-bridge, about 7 miles below Peters-
burg, and on the morning of the 9th they made
their appearance in front of the left of our lines,
while the Federal gun-hoats opened a heavy fire
upon Fort Clifton and other positions on the river.
The alarm-bell was rung in the eity about 9 o’clock,
and every man able to shoulder a musket hurried
out to the lines. Colonel F. H. Archer, a veteran
of the Mexican war, who had commanded a Con-
federate battalion in my brigade in 1862, but now

commanding the Home Guards, hastened to take
position at lunettes Nos. 27 and 28 on the Jerusa-
lem road with 125 men. This foree was composed
of Second Class Reserves, men exempted from
active service on account of age or infirmities, and
hoys under conseription age, who had had no mil-
itary training.  Very few of them wore a uniform,
and they were armed with inferior muskets and
rifles, for all the best arms had to be reserved for
troops in the field.

At the first sound of alarm I mounted my horse,
hastened to report to General Wise and to offer
my services. He thanked me warmly, saying that
he was just going across the river to bring up the
reserve infantry as promptly as possible, together
with other reinforcements, and direeted me to take
command of all the forces in the lines and use
them according to my judgment, with only one
specifie order, viz., that lunette No. 16 must be
held at any hazard. He added as he turned his
horse’s head: ““For God's sake, General, hold out
till I come back, or all is lost !”

At lunette No. 16 I found the men at their guns,
but the enemy were not yet in sight. They had
reconnoitered from a distance the positions on our
left; seeing heavy guns on the werks, and not
aware of the very small number of the defenders,
they had continued their reconnoissance toward
the right, nearly hidden from our view by the
wooded and undulating character of the gt-;mnd.
We had no scouts or mounted men to send ont for
information. I had been at lunette 16 about an
hour, and it was nearly 11 o’clock, when a courier
wrrived fom Petersburg with a note from General
Wise, saying that the enemy were advancing by
the Jerusalem road npon Colonel Archer'’s position,
and that reinforcements were on the way. I left
my aide, Lieutenant J. T. Tosh, in command at
Iunette 16, with orders not to leave that position

o

HEADQUARTERS OF GENERAL GRANT AND BASE OF SUPPLIES, CITY POINT, ON THE JAMES RIVER.
From an oll-painting,

until relieved. I galloped on alone toward the
Jerusalem road, and when half-way there I heard
the rattle of musketry from that point. DBeing
just then at the position of Sturdivant’s seetion, I
ordered the sergeant to bring on one of his howit-
zers to lunette 28, and hastened toward it, eateh-
ing glimpses of Federal eavalry still moving to our
right, parallel to our intrenchments. Arvived at
lunettes 27 and 28 I found that Colonel Archer had
disposed his small forece very judiciously in the
low trenches. A wagon had been overturned
across the road and, together with a hastily built
rail-fence, formed a pretty good barricade. A
detachment of Federal ecavalry had just made a
spirited charge and been checked by this obstrue-
tion and by the seattering fire of the militia. Sev-
eral dead horses, some sabers and carbines, and a
couple of prisoners were the tokens of the repulse,
and the men were in high spirits at their suceess
in this their first fight. It was evident, however,
that the enemy had only heen feeling the position
and were preparing for a more serious attack.
Their line was visible on the edge of the woods
back of the Gregory house, and our slender ranks
were extended to the right and left to present an
equal front. In a few minutes the howitzer that
I had ordered up eame in sight and was welecomed
with cheers hy onr men, 1 placed it in lunette 28,
and took my position in the trenches, which did
not eover us more than waist-high.

Very soon an advance was made by the enemy’s
dismounted skirmishers, while a mounted line in
close order appeared behind the Gregory house, I
impressed upon the men the necessity of holding
their fire until the enemy were at ¢lose range, and
this dircetion was well observed.  But the howit-
zer opened fire and the Federal skivmishers fell
back under cover and commenced a continuous fire
of small-arms. A number of their men had taken
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position in the Gregory
house and were shooting,
from the windows and
from the garret, some fir-
ing through openings
made by knocking off the
shingles. T directed the
artillery sergeant to send
a few shells at the house
to dislodge them, but the
distanee was so short that
the shells passed through
the building before ex-
ploding, and failed to set
it on fire as I had hoped.
Meanwhile the mounted
line, some three hundred
yards back, presented a
tempting mark and I told
the sergeant to give them
canister. To my intense
vexation he replied that
he had not a single charge
of canister with his piece.
I then directed him to
shell the mounted line,
but several shells passed
over the line and burst
harmlessly beyond it. I now ordered him to eut
the fuse at the closest noteh, and, pointing the
piece myself very low, I had the satisfaction of
seeing the shell explode just in front of the line of
cavalry and make a great gap in its ranks, causing
its immediate retreat.

All this time the bullets were flying uncomfort-
ably thick and elose, but I saw no signal of another
advance. Meanwhile our men, elosely hugging the
low breastworks and holding back their five, were
suffering no harm. In about half an hour a ean-
non shot was fired at us, then another, followed

MAJOR-GENERAL M. C. BUTLER, C. 8, A
Commanding acavalry brigade during the siege of Petersburg,




THE RAILROAD CULVERT BECAME A UNION PICKET POST.

GRACIE'S SALIENT.

VIEW OF THE CONFEDERATE LINE TAKEN UP BY GENERAL BEAUREGARD, JUNE 18. TFROM
THE FRONT AND LEFT OF FORT HASKELL.
From a sketell made in 1886,

by others in quick succession. The enemy had
paused while waiting for the arrival of their bat-
tery. So far from being dismayed, the brave eivil-
ians around me, with Colonel Archer at their head,
offered to charge the battery, but I knew that the
moment they left the cover of the trenches to eross
the open ground they would be destroyed by the
breech-loading carbines of the dismmmt?d men
supporting the battery and far overlapping our
front. Our only hope was in delay. . . .

But the end was very near. The enemy, shel-
tered by the Gregory house and the defeetive con-
struetion of our works, which allowed approach
under cover to within fifty yards, redoubled the
five of their skirmishers and artillery ; while a line
in open ovder, overlapping both our ﬂ.:m}{s, ad-
vanced, firing rapidly. The brave n:]]itla. dis-
charged their picees at close range. Numbers of
them fell killed or wounded, and before the sur-
vivors eould reload the enemy turned our left flank
and more of our men fell by bullets that struck us
in the rear from lunette No. 26, which we had not
had men enough to oceupy. Yet those heroie cit-
izens held their ground. In the heat of the fight
I picked up and discharged at the enemy two or
three of the muskets dropped by our fallen men.
We were now hemmed in on three sides, and only
a narrow path leading through an abrupt ravine
offered a way of eseape. The howitzer, which
continued its fire to the last, was eaptured while
limbering up, the horses being .ﬁhot in their traces,
and two artillerymen killed.  Some of the militia
were killed or wounded with the bayonet or ear-
bhine butts, and many were captured.  Our shat-
tered remmants made their way down and across
the ravine and re-formed at my command on Reser-
voir Hill, in order, if needed, to support Graham’s
hattery, which had just arvived and unlimbered on
the top of the hill.

After driving us from the trenches the enemy
paused awhile to eallin their dismounted men and
to send to their rear our wounded and prisoners.
They then formed in mounted column, with a few
ﬁlesltln'u\\'n forward in open order. Theyadvaneed
upon the main road, evidently expecting to enter
the eity without further opposition.

The moments gained at such fearful cost harely
eave time for Graham’s battery to eross the bridge.
a‘lzeg' came up Syeamore strect at full gallop and

unlimbered on the summit of Reservoir Hill just as
the head of the Federal column wus coming down
the opposite slope into the hollow. The battery
opened fire, and with rapidity and precision hurled
a storm of shell and canister upon the approach-
ing eavalry. The enemy, who thought themselves
already in possession of the eity, halted in sur-
prise. Butjust at this moment, while they were yet
hesitating, Dearing’s cavalry, which had followed
after Grahiam’s battery, charged upon Kautz’s and
Spear’s column with irresistible impetuosity. The
latter wheeled about, but re-formed on the top of
the mext hill and gallantly endeavored to make a
stand there, being joined by another column ad-
-aneing upon the Blandford road. But this also
was elieeked by a section of Sturdivant’s battery,
which eame on their flank from another road.
Under the fire of artillery and the charge of Dear-
ing’s cavalry the enemy retreated.

JARRYING POWDER TO THE
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COLQITT'S SBALIENT.

Safl jras 12,

A POINT ON THE UNION PICKET LINE TO

THE BATTLE OF THE PETERSBURG
CRATER.

BY WILLIAM H. POWELL, MAJOR, U. 8. A.
Aldede-camp to General Ledlie during the charge at the
Crater.

Y the assaults of June 17th and 18th, 1864, on
the Confederate works at Petersburg, the
Ninth Corps, under General Burnside, gained an
advanced position beyond a deep cut in the rail-
road, within 130 yards of the enemy’s main line
and eonfronting a strong work called by the Con-
federates Elliott's Salient, and sometimes Pegram’s
Salient. In rear of that advanced position was
a deep hollow, A few days after gaining this po-
sition Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Pleasants, who
Lad been a mining engineer and who belonged to
the 48th Pennsylvania Volunteers, composed for
the most part of miners from the upper Sehuylkill
coal region, suggest-
ed to his division
commander, General
Robert B. Potter, the
possibility of run-
ning a mine under
one of the enemy’s
forts in front of the
deep hollow. This
proposition was sub-
mitted to General
Burnside, who ap-
proved of the mea-
sure, and work was
commenced on the
25th of June. If ever
a man labored under
disadvantages, that
man  was Colonel
Pleasants,  In  his
testimony before the
Commifttee on the
Conducet of the War,
he said:

“My regiment was
only about four hun-
dred strong. At first I
employed but a few
men at a time, but the
numher was incereased
as the work progressed,

MINI.

BREVET BRIGADIER-GENERAL
HENRY PLEASANTS, U. 8. V.

until at last I had to use the whole regiment —non-com-
missioned officers and all. The great difficulty I had was
to dispose of the material got out of the mine. Ifoundit
impossible to get any assistancee from anybody; I had
to do all the work myself. T had to remove all the earth
in old eracker boxes ; T got pieces of hickory and nailed
on the boxes in which we received our crackers, and
then iron-clad them with hoeps of iron taken from old
pork and heef barrels, . . . Whenever I made applica-
tion T eould not get anything, although General Burn-
side was very favorable to it. The most important
thing was to ascertain how far T had to mine, becanse it
I fell short of or went beyond the proper place, the ex-
plosion would have no practical effect. Therefore I
wanted an aceurate instrument with which to make the
necessary triangulations. T had to make them on the
farthest front line, where the enemy’s sharp-shooters
couldreachme, Tecounldnot get the instrnment I wanted,
although there was one at army headquarters, and Gen-
cral Burnside had to send to Washington and get an old-
fashioned theodolite, which was given to me. . . . Gen-
eral Burnside told me that General Meade and Major
Duane, chief engineer of the Army of the Potomac, said
the thing could not be done— that it was all elap-trap
and nonsense ; that suceh alength of mine had never been
excavated in military operations, and could not be; that
I would either get the men smothered, for want of air,
or ‘crushed by the falling of the earth; or the cnemy
would find it out and it would amount to nothing. I
could get no boards or lumber supplied to me for my op-
erations. I had to get a pass and send two eompanies
of my own regiment, with wagons, outside of our lines
to rebel saw-mills, and get lumber in that way, after
having previously got what lumber I conld by tearing
down an old bridge. I had no mining picks furnighed
me, butf had to take common army picks and have them
straightened for my mining picks. . . - The only officers
of high rank, so far as I learned, that favored the enter-
prise were General Burnside, the corps commander,
and General Potter, the division commander.”

On the 23d of July Colonel Pleasants had the
whole mine ready for the placing of the powder,
With proper tools and instruments it could have
been done in one-third or one-fourth of the time.
The greatest delay was oeceasioned by taking out
the material, which had to be carvied the whole
length of the gallery., Tvery night the pioneers of
Colonel Pleasant’s regiment had to eut bushes to
cover the fresh dirt at the mouth of the gallery;
otherwise the enemy could have observed it from
trees inside his own lines.




CRATER,

The main gallery was 510 feet in length. The
left lateral gallery was thirty-seven feet in length
and the right lateral thirty-eight feet. The maga-
zines, eight in number, were placed in the lateral
galleries—two at each end a few feet apart in
branches at nearly right angles to the side gal-
lerieg, and two more in each of the side galleries
similarly placed by pairs, situated equidistant from
each other and the end of the galleries.

It had been the intention of General Grant to
make an assault on the enemy’s works in the early
part of July; but the movement was deferred in
consequence of the work on the mine, the com-
pletion of which was impatiently awaited. As a
diversion Hancoek’s eorps and two divisions of
cavalry had cerossed to the north side of the James
at Deep Boftom and had threatened Richmond.
A part of Lee's army was sent from Petersburg to
checkmate this move, and when the mine was
ready to be sprung Haneock was recalled in haste
to Petersburg. When the mine was ready for the
explosives General Meade requested General Burn-
side to submit a plan of attack. . . .

With a view of making the attack, the division
of colored troops, under General Edward Ferrero,
had heen drilling for several weeks, General Burn-
side thinking that they were in better condition to
head a charge than either of the white divisions.
They had not been in any very aetive service. On
the other hand, the white divisions had performed
very arvduous dnties since the beginning of the
campaign, and hefore Petersburg had been in such
proximity to the enemy that no man could raise
his head above the parapets without being fired
at. They had been in the habit of using every
possible means of covering themselves from the
enemy’s fire. i

General Meade objected win#E i
to the use of the coloved 3%
troops, on the ground, as
he stated, that they were
a new division and had
never heen under five,
while this was an opera-
tion requiring the very
best  troops. General
Burnside, however, insist-
ed upon his Programme,
and the guestion was re-
ferred to General Grant,
who confirmed (eneral

PROFILE OF THE GROUND BETWEEN THE CRATER AND THE MOUTH OF THE MINE.
From a sketch made in 1886,

Meade's views, although he subsequently said in
his evidence before the Committee on the Conduet
of the War:

“ General Burnside wanted to put his colored division
in front, and I believe if he had done so it would
have been u suceess,  Still I agreed with General Meade
as to his objections to that plan, General Meade said
that if we put the colored troops in front (we had only
one division) and it should prove a failure, it would
then be said, and very properly, that we were shoving
these people ahead to get killed beeause we did not care
anything about them. But that could not be said if we
put white troops in front.”

The mine was charged with only 8000 pounds of
powder, instead of 14,000, as asked for, the amount
having been reduced by order of General Meade;
and while awaiting the decision of General Grant on
the question of the eolored troops, precise orders
for making and supporting the attack were issued
by General Meade.

In the afternoon of the 29th of July, Generals
Potter and O, B, Willeox met together at General
Burnside’s headquarters, to talk over the plans of
the attack, based upon the idea that the eolored
troops would lead the charge, and while there the
message was received from General Meade that
General Grant disapproved of that plan, and that
General Burnside must detail one of his white di-
visions to take the place of the eolored division.
This was the first break in the original plan. There
were then scarcely twelve hours, and half of these
at night, in which to make this change—and no
possible time in which the white troops eould be
familiarized with the duties expected of them in
connection with the assault.

General Burnside was greatly disappointed by
this change; but he immediately sent for General

THE CONFEDERATE SIDE OF THE CRATER, LOOKING TOWARD THE UNION LINES,
From n sketeh made in 1856, taken from the road back of the erater, and nearly half-way to the cemetery crest. On the left is the swale where Mahone's troops formed

Ledlie, who had been in eommand of the First Divi-
sion only about six weeks. Upon his arrival General
Burnside determined that the three commanders of
his white divisions should “pull straws,” and Led-
lie was (as he thonght) the unlucky vietim. He,
however, took it good-naturedly, and, after receiv-
ing special instruetions from General Burnside, pro-
ceeded with his brigade commanders to ascertain
the way to the point of attack. This was not ac-
complished until after dark on the evening before
the explosion.

The order of attack, as proposed by General
Burnside, was alse changed by dirveetion of General
Meade with the approval of General Grant., In-
stead of moving down to the right and left of the
crater of the mine, for the purpose of driving the
enemy from their intrenchments, and removing to
that extent the danger of flank attacks, General
Meade dirvected that the troops should push at once
for the crest of Cemetery Hill. . . .

(The writer of this article was serving as judge-
advoeate of Ledlie’s division, and also performed
the duties of aide-de-camp to General Ledlie at the
time of the explosion. When the orders were pub-
lished for the movement he and Lieutenant George
M. Randall, also of the regular army, and aide-de-
camp to General Ledlie, were informed that they
must accompany the advanee troops in the attack.)

At 3:30 a.y. Ledlie's division was in position,
the Second Brigade, Colonel E. G. Marshall, in
front, and that of General W, F. Bartlett behind it,
the men and officers in a feverish state of expee-
taney, the majority of them having been awake all
night. Daylight eame slowly, and still they stood

with every nerve strained prepared to move for-
ward the instant an order should be given.

TFour
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CRATER,

MOUTH OF THE MINE.

o’clock arrived, officers and men began to get ner-
vous, having been on their feet four hours ; still the
mine had not been exploded. General Ledlie then
directed me to go to General Burnside and report
to him that the command had been in readiness to
move since 3:30 A, AL, and to inguire the cause of
the delay of the explosion. I found General Burn-
side in rear of the fourteen-gun battery, delivered
my message, and received the reply from the gen-
eral information that there was some trouble with
the fuse dying out, but that an officer had gone into
the gallery to ignite it again, and that the explo-
sion would soon take place.

[Sergeant Henry Rees entered the mine and
found that the fuse had died out at the first splie-
ing. Te cut the fuse above the charred portion ;
on his way out for materials he met Lieutenant
Jacob Douty, who assisted in making a fresh
splice, which was a success.]

I returned immediately, and just as I arrived in
vear of the First Division the mine was sprung. It
was 4 magnificent speetacle, and as the mass of
earth went up into the air, carrying with it men,
guns, earriages, and timbers, and spread out like
an immense clond as it reached its altitude, so
close were the Union lines that the mass appeared
as if it would descend immediately upon the troops
waiting to make the charge. This eaused them to
break and seatter to the rear, and about ten min-
utes were consumed in re-forming for the attack,

(Immediately following the explosion the heavy
guns along the line opened a severe fire.)

Not muech was lost by this delay, however, as it
took nearly that time for the elond of dust to pass
off. The order was then given for the advance.
As no part of the Union line of breastworks had
been  removed  (whieh
would have been an ar-
duous as well as hazardous
undertaking), the troops
clambered over them as
best they eould. This in
itself broke the ranks, and
they did not stop to re-
form, but pushed ahead to-
ward the erater, about 130
yvards distant, the débris
from the explosion having
covered up the abatis and
ehevaur-de-frise in front of
the enemy’s works.

MUSEUM,




EXPLOSION OF THE MINE.
Trom a sketeh made at the time,

Little did these men anticipate what they wonld
see upon wrriving there : an enormous hole in the
ground about 30 feet deep, 60 feet wide, and 170
feet long, filled with dust, great blocks of clay,
gung, bhroken carrvinges, projecting timbors, and
men - buried in various ways-—some' up to ‘their
necks, others to thelr waists, and some with only
their feet and legs protruding from the earth. One
of these nenr me was pulled out, and proved to be
a second lientenant of the battery which had heen
blown up. The fresh air revived him, and he was
soon able to walk and talk. He was very grateful
and said that he was asleep when the explosion
took place, and only awoke to find himself wrig-
gling up in the air; then a few seconds after-
ward he felt himself deseending, and soon lost con-
seiousness.

The whole seene of the explosion struck every

one dumb with astonishment as we arrived at the .

erest of the débris. It wasimpossible for the troops
of the Second Brigade to move forward in line, as
they had advanced; and, owing -t.o the broken state
they were in, every man crowding up to look into
the hole, and being pressed by the First Brigade,
which was immediately in rear, it was equally im-
possible to move by the flank, hy any command,
around the erater., Before the brigade command-
ors could realize the situation, the two brigades
beeame inextrieably mixed, in the desire to look
into the hole.

However, Colonel Marshall yelled to the Second
Brigade to move forward, and the men did so,
jumping, sliding, and tumbling into the hole, over
the débris of material, and dead and dying men,
and huge bloeks of solid elay. They were followed
by General Barflett’s brigade. Up on the other

gide of the crater they climbed, and while a de-
tachment stopped to place two of the dismounted
guns of the hattery in position on the enemy’s side
of the crest of the erater, a portion of the leading
brignde paesed over the erest and attempted to re-
form, In doing so members of these regiments
were killed by musket-shots from the rear, fired
by the Confederates who were still oceupying the
troversosn and intrenchments to the right and left
of the erater, These men had heen awakened by
the noise and shock of the explosion, and during
the interval before the attack had recovered their
cquanimity, and when the Union troops attempted
to re-form on the enemy’s side of the erater, they
had faced about and delivered a fire into the backs
of our men. This coming so unexpectedly caused
the forming line to fall back into the crater.

Had General Burnside’s original plan, providing
that two regiments should sweep down inside the
enemy’s line to the right and left of the erater,
been sanctioned, the brigades of Colonel Marshall

CRATER

THE CHARGE TO TIHI CRATER,

From a sketeh made at the time.

and General Bartlett could and would have re-
formed and moved on to Cemetery Hill before the
enemy realized fully what was intended; but the
ocenpition of the trenches to the vight and left by
the enemy prevented re-formation, and there being
no division, corps, or army commander present to
give orders to other troops to ¢lear the trenches, a
formation under fivre from the rear was mmwlhlug
no troops could accomplish,

After falling baek into the erater a partial for-
mation was made by General Bartlett and Colonel
Marshall with some of their troops, but owing to
the precipitous walls the men could find no footing
except by facing inward, digging their heels into
the earth, and throwing their backs against the
side of the crater, or squatting in a half-sitting,
half-standing posture, and some of the men were
shot even there by the fire from the enemy in the
traverses. It was at this juncture that Colonel
Murshall requested me to go to General Ledlie and

THE APPROACH TO THE CRATER AS SEEN FROM A POINT SOUTH-EAST OF THE
MOUTH OF THE MINE.
From u sketeh made in 1886,
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explain the condition of affairs, which he knew that
I had seen and understood perfeetly well, This I
did immediately.

While the above was taking plonee the onomy
had not heen idle,  He had hrought o battery from
his left to bear upon the position, and as I started
on my errand the erest of the erater wns being
swept with eanister.  Special attention was given
to this battery by our artillery, but for some reason
or other the enemy’s guns could not be silenced.
Passing to the Union lines under this storm of
canister, I found General Ledlie and a part of his
staff ensconeed in a protected angle of the works.
I gave him Colonel Marshall’s message, explained
to him the situation, and Colonel Marshall’s rea-
sons for not being able to move forward. General
Ledlie then directed me to return at once and say
to Colonel Marshall and General Bartlett that it
was Genergl Burnside’s order that they should
move forward immediately. This message was
delivered. But the firing on the crater now was
incessant, and it was as heavy a fire of canister as
was ever poured continunously upon a single ob-
jeetive point. It was as ufterly impraetieable to
re-form a brigade in that erater as it would be to
marshal bees into line after upsetting the hive;
and equally as impracticable to re-form outside of
the erater, under the severe fire in front and rear,
as it would be to hold a dress pavade in front of a
charging enemy. Here, then, was the second point
of advantage lost by the fact that there was no
person present with anthority to change the pro-
gramme to meet the eirenmstances. Had a prompt
attack of the troops to the right and left of the
erater been made as soon as the leading brigade




" after I had returned to the

had passedinto the crater,
or even fifteen minutes
afterward, eclearing the
trenches and diverting the
fire of the enemy, suceess
would have been inevit-
able, and particularly
would this have been the
case on the left of the cra-
ter, as the small fort im-
mediately in front of the
Fifth Corps was almost,
if not entively, abandoned
for a while after the ex-
plosion of the mine, the
men running away from it
as if they feared that it
was to be blown up also.
Whether General Ledlie
informed General Burn-
side of the condition of
affairs as reported by me 1
do not know; but I think
it likely, as it was not long

crater that a brigade of
the Second Division (Pot-
ter’s) under the command
of Brigadier-General S. G
Griffin advanced its skir-
mishersand followed them
immediately, directing its
course to the right of the
erater.  General Griffin's
line, however, overlapped
the crater on the left,
where two or three of his
regiments sought shelter
in the erater. Those on
the right passed over the
trenches, but owing to the
peculiar character of the enemy’s works, which
were not single, but complex and involuted and
filled with pits, traverses, and homb-proofs, form-
ing a labyrinth as difficult of passage as the erater
itself, the brigade was broken up, and, meeting the
severe fire of canister, also fell back into the erater,
which was then full to suffocation. Every organ-
ization melted away, as soon as it entered this hole
in the ground, into a mass of human beings eling-
ing by toes and heels to the almost perpendicular
sides. If a man was shot on the crest he fell and
rolled to the hottom of the pit.

From the actions of the enemy, even at this
time, as could be seen by his moving c¢olumns in
front, he was not exaetly eertain as to the inten-
tions of the Union commander; he appeared to
think that possibly the mine explosion was hut
feint and that the main aftack would come from
some other quarter. However, he massed some of
his troops in a hollow in front of the erater, and
held them in that position.

Meantime General Potter, who was in rear of the
Union line of intrenchments, being convineed that
something ought to be done to ereate a diversion
and distract the enemy’s attention from this point,
ordered Colonel Zenas R. Bliss, commanding his

UNION TROOPS.

THE BATTLE OF THE CRATER.

CONFEDERATES CHARGING.

From an oil-painting,

First Brigade, to send two of his regiments to sup-
port General Griffin, and with the remainder to
make an attack on the right. Subsequently it was
arranged that the two regiments going to the sup-
port of General Griffin should pass into the erater,
twrn to the right, and sweep down the enemy’s
lines. Colonel Bliss was partly suecessful, and ob-
fained possession of some 200 or 300 yards of the
line, and one of the regiments advanced to within
20 or 30 yards of the battery whose fire was so se-
vere on the troops; but it could make no further
headway for lack of support—its progress being
impeded by slashed timber, while an unecasing
fire of canister was poured into the men. They
therefore fell back to the enemy’s traverses and
intrenchments.

At the time of ordering forward Colonel Bliss’s
command General Potter wrote a despateh to Gen-
eral Bornside, stating that if was his opinion, from
what he had seen, and from the reports he had re-
ceived from subordinate officers, that too many
men were being foreed in at this one point; that
the troops there were in confusion, and it was ab-
solutely necessary that an attack should be made
from some other point of the line, in orderto divert
the enemy’s attention and give time to straighten

202

out our line. To that despateh he never received
an answer. Orders were, however, being con-
stantly sent to the three division commanders of
the white troops to push the men forward as fast
as could be done, and this was, in substance, about
all the orders that were received by them during
the day up to the time of the order for the with-
drawal,

When General Willeox eame with the Third Divi-
sion to support the First, he found the latter and
three regiments of his own, together with the regi-
ments of Potter's Second Division which had gone
in on the right, so completely filling up the erater
that no move troops could be got in there, and he
therefore ordered an attack with the remainder of
his division on the works of the enemy to the left
of the crater. This attack was suceessful, so far
as to earry the intrenchments for about 150 yards;
but they were held only for a short time.

Previous to this last movement I had again left
the erater and gone to General Ledlie, and had
urged him to try to have something done on the
right and left of the erater—saying that every
man who got into the trenches to the right or left
of it used them as a means of escape to the crater,
and the enemy was reoccupying them as fast as

ourmen left. All the sat-
isfaction I received was
an order to go back and
tell the brigade command-
ers to get their men out
and press forward to Cem-
etery Hill. This talk and
these orders, coming from
a commander sitting in
a bomb-proof inside the
Union lines, were disgnst-
ing. I returned again to
the erater and deliverea
the orders, which T knew
beforehand could not pos-
sibly be obeyed; and I
told General Ledlie so be-
fore I left him. Upon my
return to the crater I de-
voted my attention to the
movements of the enemy,
who was evidently mak-
ing dispositions for an
assaulf.

About two hours after
the explosion of the mine
(7 o’clock) and after I had
returned to the erater for
the third time, General
Edward  Ferrero, com-
manding the colored di-
vision of the Ninth Corps,
received an order to ad-
rance his division, pass
the white troops which
had halted, and move on
to carry the crest of (lem-
etery Hill at all haz-
ards. . . .

Had any one in author-
ity been present when the
colored troops made their charge [see p. 293], and
had they been supported, even at that late hour in
the day, there would have been a possibility of
suceess ; but when they fell back and broke up in
disorder, it was the closing scene of the tragedy.
The rout of the colored troops was followed up by
a feeble attack from the enemy, more in the way
of a reconnoissance than a charge ; but the attaclk
was repulsed by the troops in the erater and in the
intrenchments, and the Confederates retived.

It was now evident that the enemy did not fear
a demonstration from any other quarter, as they
began to eolleet their troops for a decisive assault.
On observing this Ileft the crater and reported to
General Ledlie, whom I found seated in a bhomb-
proof with General Ferrero, that some means ought
to be devised for withdrawing the mass of men
from the erater without exposing them to the ter-
rific fire which was kept up by the enemy ; that if
some shovels and picks eould be found, the men in
an hour eould open a covered way by which they
could be withdrawn ; that the enemy was making
every preparation for a determined assault on the
erater, and, disorganized as the troops were, they
could make no permanent resistance, Not an im-
plement of any kind could be found; indeed, the
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PART NINETEEN WILL CONTAIN

The Great Story of

THE DUEL BETWEEN
The ‘“Alabama’” and the “Kearsarge

The Union Side
as seen from the Deck
of the
‘“Kearsarge”’
Described by

John M. Browne

Surgeon of the
‘‘Kearsarge”’

The ‘‘Alabama’s”’
Side Related
i By
John Mclntosh Kell

Executive Officer of the
Confederate Cruiser
¢ Alabama?”’

E SINKING OF TH

Sherman s March “from mAtlanta to the Sea”

BY

MAJOR—GENERAL 0. 0. HOWARD AND MAJOR-GENERAL HENRY W. SLOCUM

With an Interesting Story of the Famous March as Seen from the Ranks
Related by a Captain of a Massachusetts Regiment

¥ The Beginning of

GENERAL HORACE PORTER’S ACCOUNT OF
Five Forks and the Fall of Petersburg
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