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Battles and Leaders of the Civil War. 

THE CENTURY WAR BOOK. 
IMPORTANT FEATURES OF THE "PEOPLE'S PICTORIAL EDITION." 

Fort Sumter. 
Tho muon Ride, hy GEN. DOU8LEDA Y. Exccutivoomcer or 1ho Fort, nnll hy::t f;cI'J,:'cnnt of th l' ~n rrl ­
son; the Co nfederate t<ldc, hy GEN. STEPHEN O. LEE, .Alde-dIH~lllllP to Gem. Bc:ml'cgnru, tho CUIl­
rcllerat<: Commander, who besieged Fort SlUutor. 

Bull Run. 
The Union sille, by GEN. FRY o.t triO l'Itnff or Gen. ?! renowell. eommnndlng tho Un,i0n ;forecfl. and by 
Wnlt \\' hUman tho. poet. who. dct;erit)cl! thc rotlll"1l of tho rerrcatin~ troops to. "' aslulI~ton us toec!! 
by him while nursing III the hO~]llIal; Ble t:onfederntc Elide, by GEN. B~AUREGARD, commlUullllg tho 
Conrcdcroto Arms or tbe Potomac, and by GEN. IMBODEN, commanding n battery of urtillery. 

Fort Donelson. 
Gmpblcally deserihed h\' GEN. LE\V \VALLACE, author or" Ben TIm'," etc., comlllilnding 1110 TWr{l 
DiVision of the Union forcos. 

Shiloh. 
By GEN. G~ANT, the Unlotl Commander, 8uPlliementcd l.Jy an article by GEN. BUELL; tho. COli· 
feder nto Aide dCScrlbed lJy COL. WAl. PRESTON JOHNSTON, SOil of tho Coufcdcrllto CouHluulI.lcr • 

• Alhert Sidney JOhll RtOll,ltll1cd at Shllo!l - tlIC ~ccolHl day's figbting dcseribed l.Jy GEN. BEAURE­
OARD, who. tOOk (JomlUlmd ufter tho dcnth of OCII. Johnston. 

The Fight Between the Of Monitor" and the" Merrimac." 
13y n. LIEUTENANT ON THE" MERRIMAC" aucl by THE EXECUTIVE' O~FICER OF THE " MONI­
TOR." Capt. Ericsson tells how tho " Monitor " wlia lIH'(lllted, and nsurvlvor of tho crow dcscrlhC8 
bel' loss in no s torm off .EIattera,'l. . 

The Peninsular Campaign. 
By GeN. GEORGE 6. M'CLELLAN, w bo commanded tho Union Army, with n RnPlllcmcntary arllcle 
by PHILIPPE COl\olTE de PARIS ot Gell. McClellnu'l; Bln1f. and artJcles ou the VUri0t16 battles of tho 
enmpn.ign - 80yon Plno!<, IInnovor Court Houat', Galucs'l\lilT , 'Malvern Ein. Tilc Seven Duys' Fight­
iug, by generals on both sides , illehl(lIng F ITZ-JOHN PORTER, LONGSTREET, D. H. HILL, GUSTA. 
VUS W. SMITH, and JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON. 

The Capture of New Orleans. 
TIIO Union side. by ADMIR.AL POR.TER, who comm nnded the mortal' fleet. nml by COl\1MANDER 
BARTLETI, and CAPTAIN KAlITZ; tho Confedernte side. by CAPT. BEVERLEY CANNON. n.U{1 by 
George W. Cable, tho. fnm01l811ovol1st . who was a lad ill Now Orleans at tho time of the cnpture. 

The Second Battle of Bull Run. 
By GEN. JOHN POPE, Union Commnnder' the Confedcrate @ido by GEN. LONGSTREET, !lnd GEN. 
TALIAFERRO. ' 

Antietam. 
The Union Ride, byGEN. M'CLELLAN, with nntcs bT' GEN. JOSEPH HOOKER, the tttory of tbe batHo 
nK t!ecll from tb~ nmks hy II p rlvatc, and an army C()1TeapOlldl'nt'8 nceonnt of It by Ch a rles Carleton 
Coffi n; tbe Confederate IItdl!. by GEN. LONGSTREET who eommllllded the. right and center, Ilml . , A 
Southern Woman's ReCOllections of Antldnm." ' ." 

From Corinth to Murfreesboro'. 
fncludlng tho BatHe of Iuka, b )' GEN. HAMILTON; UlO BaHlo of Cnrlnth , by GEN .. ROSECRANS; 
Murfreesboro', hy GEN. CRIT'TEN DEN, eommnndLng the lett willg ; the Cuniederato aulo by COL. UR~ 
QUHART, of Gen. Bragg's stafl'. . 

Fredericksburg. 
Till) UnIOllllldt,. by GEN. COUCH, eommnnding tbe F.teeond CorpP

I 
nndhyGEN. AMESnn(1 GEN . RE Y­

NOLDS; the Confederate side, by GEN. M'LAWS a nd other Con edcratll officers. 

Chancellorsville. . . 
Tho PniOI} side, by GEN. PLEASONTON, commandIng the eal"nlrV', hy GEN. HOWARD, COmmnlHl1ng 
tlu~ Elt" "entll (.'nrps, nud ~y LI EUT.-COL. J ACKSON. or Geu. N<:\nnn'l; Iltntt'; the Con(t'd('rnto Elhll\ 
'\1th "pcciai retorCDl.'C to tho Mnth of F;toncwlIU .Jnck~l1, dcscribed by tbo REV~ JAMES VOWER 
SMITH, Stonewall Jackson's nlde~de-camp. 

A Superb Popular Edition of the world-famous" Century War 
work, with the connecting material condensed for popular 

Gettysburg. 
A woudcrful <.lC"'Cri~t iOll of this grent baUle h r lemlel's on hoth ~td('!'I. with f'01lncctinj! notes hl" OE/'i. 
DOUBLEOA Y. DllLk ilL:' tll(' w hole ~IOl'Y of the battle ca."Uy unders tood. 'I'he :l'rtlolc. .. nrc by GEN. 
LONQSTREET. cOluuiilll{li ng tim .FiI'!>l Corpij or Lee's nrm:\". GEN. HENR.Y J. HUNT, elliet or nrlillcrs 
of tho Army of tho rotomno (U,lliOll); GEN. ALEXANDER. chi ef" of Lon~.:trcct '~ l\rUI1(1r~'; GEN. 
KERSHA W, who ('omlU(llldcd K('~hIlW'S COllrederil t e brlgudc: GEN. E. 1\\ . LA \V, w110 eOllnnnudcd a 
Collfcclemte dh'!sion In thu nss;n1l1t on "Hound '.rop" : GEN. IMBODEN, commllu{ling n Co.utcdcrnto. 
cavalry b'rlb-ndc ; LIEUT.- COL. RICE, U. S. A., etc., etc. 

Vicksburg. , 
Tho. Unlon@lde. b,' GEN. GRANT. cnmm:\lul(' r (If the ll(.' sieg"iIlS aMllicl'I; tbe Confedl·t"fLtQ eldo, by COL. 
LOCKETf, chief ellglnccr of tho dcrcn,.c,; l,t Yick",1)urj.!. 

Chickamauga. . , 
• Th e Con tedernto slae. desc.riblug tho. b"l'f'nt attack. by GEN. D. H. HILL, commanfUng n Confederato 

corps; t ho Union fii dc, by GEN. OPDYCKE, whn wa" Colonel of the 12Mh Ohio in lho battle. by GEN . 
FULLE~TON. who was Gen. Gr nugOr'l:J cblcr·ohtaff, nUll lJy GEN. THURSTON, who was ou Gen. 
McCook's staff. 

Chattanooga. 
n.,· GEN. GRANT, commanding tho Ullin" Army: the ru;.~nu1t on MiFoI::ionnry Rh~e tlel'Crlbc[l br OEN. 
FULLERTON, Ullion, nnd by GEN. HRAXTON BRAGG, ('oufcderate. 

Operations on the Atlantic Coast. 
'1'11 0 Burns ide ex-pedI11011, described hy GEN .. BURNSIDE; t im att.nek nn Obnrieston, blV GEN. QUINCY 
A. GILLMORE: Fort FI~her , h y CAPt. SELFRIDGE, commamling n ntINul d ivl>:IOII ; he Confederate 
ram" AJl)emarle." by bel' Imilder, Gilbert Elliott, with ZI6 t hrillfng sto ry of the de;;tructioD of tho 
"Albcmnrle," b1 COMMANDER CUSHING, w bo led tlio xpcdition to sJuk tho ruw. 

The Wilderness. 
Tho Union ald o, by GEN. GRANT. GEN. ALEXANDER S . WEBB, GEN. MAR.TlN McMAHON. GEN. 
WM . FARRAR S~UTH, nnd othel'S; tlle Confc(loral e side, hy GEN, E. A1. LAW, Geo. Cary Egglcs. 
t on, o.nd others. 

Sherman's March. 
Including n great artiolo by GEN. SHERMAN, with article.;; by GEN. O. e. HOWARD antI GEN. 
HENRY W. SLOCUM; tho COllte(ioraW8Ide, brQEN. JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, who opposed Shenllllll'g 
march to At1nnttl, and others. 

Sheridan in the Shenandoah. • The Union side, by GEN, WESLEY MERRITT; the ContOOl.'nlte Folde, b,K GEN. JUBAL A. EARLY, 

Petersburg. 
ny MAJOR POWELL, wbo flCllcribOM 1110. BllUlc of t he Crater: GEN. HENRY O. THOMAS, and othcl'fl. 

The Fight Between the .. Alabama" and the" Kearsarge." 
.A Jtl'cnt story of thl ll famons l1~h t, r clni NI hk THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE" ALABAMA .. 
/lutI by THE SURGEON OF THE" KEARSA I GE." 

Five Forks and Appomattox. 
By GEN. HORACE PORTER, of Gen. Grallt'p Rtn.f1', with articles on tile tnn o[ RielimolHl by n. CON­
FEDERATE CAPTAIN, all(1 tho occur,nllon by A i\1EI\o\BER OF GEN. WEITZEL'S STAFF: With an 
n rt.le le nn "TIl e LUllt Day", ot tho Con edol'l1cy," by tbe Coufc<leratc GEN. OUKE. lIud the storr of tho 
gralld rmiew In W:lI~hiugtuu, b.r GEN . SLOCUM. 

In o..ddltion to tho hnttlc.'" rmd ullmpnl .... '1IS dC.fIcrihcd BOO\'C, thc-l'('! nrCl pn.pcl'S on many otller lIn. 
pOl:tant enJ.,'tl.gemenUo, 8uoh {II! till' llutUe or Mobile Bnl', tbe Pea. RillJ,ro C/ulllmljtll, hy (;".'11. Fllj.:c-l, tn, 
mnlls eo.n~lr)' rlUIDI d(l..'lctihe(l hy theil'}cnd('r1I, Hood's III\'u!<ioD of TellueHtocc, uum~rOU8 artidos hy 
lU'in~tes on both aldes dCi!(.lrlblug Wo Ufo. III the rank", etc., etc. 

Book," includin g all th~ most .striking features of that great 
reading. I\lcluding, also, all the important illustrations. 

COMPLETE IN TWENTY PARTS. 



MAJOR-GENERAL p.t\'I'RrCK R, CLEBURNE, 
C. S . .d, 

K i lle,1 aL F ranklin, :'\'l,I\'(, llllo.·,' 30, I$/ll. 

consideration tha,t 'l'lt omas would immediately 
overl'un Alaba.ma, if we marched to confront Shet'­
mn.lI. I had fixed ly dete rmined, ulil ess withheld 
by Bf'anl'egard or t he author ities :It HiciLmoud , to 
proceed, as soon as s uppli es wCl'e recei\·ed

J 
to t he 

execntion of the plan Sliumitted at Gadsden. 
At th is juncture I was ad\'ised of the President's 

opposit ion to t he campaign into Te ll !lessec previous 
to <t, defeat of Sherman in battle. 'l'he P resident 
was eviden tl y u nder the impression that t he army 
s hould have been equal to battle by the lime it 
IH~d reached the Aiftba,m;l linc, and was [werse to 
Hly going into Ten llessee. H e was not, as wel'e 
General Be.Hu'egard a nd myself, acquainted with 
its true co,ntli tioll. There fore, R high regard [01' 

h is views notwithstanding, I continued finn ill the 
belief t hat t he only means to ched\lua,te Sherma.1t , 
:lnd coopemte wi t h Genera.l L ee to save t he COIl~ 
federacy, Jay in s peedy success ill 'l'enn essee alld 
K ent ucky, and in m y :1bility finally to attack Gmnt 
in rear wi th my entire force. 

Al tho ugh every possible effo r t was made to ex­
pedite the repab's upon the l'ailroad, t he wOl'k 
progr essed slowly. H en,vy rains in that sect ion 
also illt,c l'fered wi t h the cOlll li letion of the road. 
On tho 13th I es tabli shed my headquarters in 
Florence, upon t.he HOlth branch of the Tennessee 
and t he folJowi ll g da y General F Ol'l'est, wit.h h i~ 
com mand, reported fo r du ty. 0 11 the 15th the re~ 
mai ndel' of T .. ec's corps (' rossed the river nlld 
lJ ivouacke(1 in advance :Ll so of F lorence, Stewll r t's 
and Cheatham's corps were inst;rllct.ec1 to cross. 
About the t ime all necessary 1)1'e plll'lltions vel'r'NI 
to a complet ion, lLn d I auti cipatcd to move [01'­
w lud once mOl'e, heasy ra.in s ag:Li n delayed our 
s llppli es. ' Vorking pa r t ies were ILt once detail ed 
nnd sent t o di ffe rent points on the railroad' 
wagolls were also desp a t cbed to l1id ill t he tl'a.n s~ 
porl. l~l;ion 0 1' s uppl ies. 'l'ho ollicol' in chal'ge WH S 

instrncted to I'cqnire t he me n to htbol' un ceasingly 
fot' t·he accomplishmen t of thi s importtl,nt objcc t, 
In t he meatl t ime infol'lllation had reached me t ha t 
f:) hel'lllan was ad v.tn cing sout.h , f rom Atlanta. He 
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marched out of that fa ted c ity ou t ho 16th. 'l'Il11S 
were two opposing al'lni e~ destined to move in op~ 
posite dil'ectioll s, each hoping to :lchieve glorioll s 
l'cs ul ts. 

I well knew t he deln y :1t TusclImbi,t would a~~ 

Cl'1I0 to tho ;lcl\'n utagc of S herm:ln , a ~ h e would 
thel'cby b e ,dlowed time to rcpair hi s mill'oad, alltl 
nt least stIn t to the real' nil su ;'plus mater ial. 1 
lJel ieveu, howc \, cr, that I could s till get uetweell 
'rhomas's forces ami Nasln'ille, a llll rout t hem j 

f urt herm ore, effect s uch mall ccn VCI'S flS to iIlSIll'O 
to 0111' troops :111 easy vi cto ry . 'l'hese cOllv icHoll s 
count(,I'bal:tn~ed my regret t hn .. t Sherman wns pel'­
mitted to t t'ayel'se GOOt'g i<1 ullopposed. 

Genet'nl Beaul'eganl had moved in th o dircctio1l 
of Georgia t o assemble nil availablc forces Lo op­
pose Sherma n's advnnce. 

On the IDth the c:wall'Y was orll m'ed to moye for­
wa rd. 'l' ho s ucceeding day Lee's corps lll a l'ched to 
the front about ten miles on the Ch isholm rOHtl, 
b et;weeu tho Lawrenceburg and ·Waynesboro' 
roads . On the 20th of No vember , Stowart's CO l'pS 
hadllg C'.l'ossed t.he 'l'ellUessee and bi "ouacked sev­
eral miles b eyond on th o Lawl'encebUl'g road , or(l cl'S 
were issued that t he ent ire arm y move 'Lt an early 
hOllr the llext m01'll ing , L ee's tLtld Stewart's eOI'ps 
marched upon t he Chi sholm ami t he La,wrellcebtll'g 
roads, aud Cben t ham's upon the 'Y:l)'llesb ol'o' road, 
Ea.l'iy dawn of t he 21st found tho army in mo~ 

t ion. I hoped by :L l'U,pid mal'ch to get in real' of 
Schofield's forces, then nt Pu laski, be[ol'c I,hoy 
were able to reach Duck River. That Bigh t. head· 
qual' te rs wel'e estn.bl ished at R awhide, twclve 
miles uorth of Florence on the 'Vn..rnesboro' road. 
'fhe mal'ch was resumed on the 2~d and continued 
t ill the 2ith. upon which da te th e troops, ha,ving 
blken adva ntago of e \' cl'y :lyailable road, reach ed 
Columbi:l, VioL Mount Pleasant. F OI'res loperat ed 
in out' front against 
t he enemy 's cavall'y, 
which he efl~ il y d.rove 
from one position to 
another. 

'1'he Federals at Pn­
lasld became ahl r ll1-
ed, a.lld , by forced 
march cs, rcached Co­
lumbia, upon Duck 
River, in t ime to pre­
ven t our troops from 
cutt.ing them off. 

Colonel Presstman and hi s a ssistants laid the 
p ontoons [o\'er Duck H.h·el'] liming the night of 
the 28th, a bout t lll'eo miles abo\'e Columbia j 01'­

de t's to 111 0ye at li:l \\,11 tho followiug day h,t\'i ng 
b een issued to t he t wo eOl'ps 111111 t he tlivi s iotl :Lbo \' e 
meuLioned , I rotIe with my stall to Chea.tham's 
l'i :;h t., pa ssed on~r tho bridgo soon aft.et· d:1ybreak, 
:ll1d 1l10yed forward at. t hc head of Granbury's 
'Texas b rigade, of Clebum e's di\' is ion , with ill struc­
tions that t he l'emailling tOI'pS amI di\'i s ions [a llow, 
aud at t.he same t ime keep well closed up tlul'ing 
the llHll'ch , .. 

THE uNION SIDE AT FR.ANKLIN AND 
NASHVILLE. 

BY lI]~N RY STOXE. BHEVET COLONEL, U. S. v. 
" 1111'11110.:1' "r lli e "In l\' o f (:enu]'a l T lllJllIOI i! , 

XII'I'E.-Sd iOtlu!(l rClil'C(\ f!'Om Colll lllbi:~ 10 Spring 
I·Jill. 011 the l'uad 10 Franldin. wll ~re he W:l i> allllost,8I11'­
l'"uudcd by Dood's aflll)'. amI wa s COHlpcllcd to c nr his 
w a y out Ull th c Hight o t' Ih~ 2glh. By SC\'ere m al'C,hiu!; 
his troops l'cachc/\ Fl'alll.:1 in. on thc "on tll lJauk: or tllc 
Hal'pclh, (I m 'i ug th c30\.h . 11111111<1(\ han~lr compl etcd: ~ lille 
uf lleltl-wol'li s wh ell J food's coluUllt rnshcd to the attack. 

.. , 'l'he head of the column llll clOt' GUlleral Cox 
reachcd tho outskirts of Fntllldill :tboul t ho same 
hour t lmt t he rClll'-g ual'l1 was leaving S pring' Hill. 
H ere t he tired , sleepy, hungl'y men, who had fought 
find ma rched, day and Hight, for neal'ly a wee'!\, 
threw lip a line of eart hworks on a s light emi~ 
n ence whicb guards the sO llt;hcl'll ap proach to the 
tow n, e\'e ll b efol' c t hey made t.heir coffee . Thell 
they glad ly dropped anywhere for the much-neelled 
,I forty winks." Slowly the rest of the weary 
colmlll1 , regiment aftel' l'egimen t of worn-out men , 
fil ed into t,he "'ol'ks, amI ~on t inll ed t he line, t ill 1.1 

complet e bl'idge-head , from the l'iver-buuk lLbove 
to the ri ve r-bank be-
10 \\' , e ncircled t he 
to wn. By nOOIl of the 
SOt.h all t. ho troops 
had come up, and t h e 
wagons were cl'ossing 
t he r iveI', \vhil'h was 
already fOl'dable, llot­
wi thstanding tho re­
cent mins. '1' he real'­
guard Wfi S sl ill out, 
h:Lving an occnsional 
bout wi th tIle enemy. 

1. 'l'HE CARTEH HOUSJ~ , FHO M 'flm SI DE 'l'OWAHO T HE TOWN, 2. 'I ' HE CA RTER 1:1008£, FROl\f 
'.fHE CON lrEDJmA'l'E SIDE. 3, FRON'!' VIEW Q.P THE CARTER HOUS E. 

Frl,llll 1,llOtOgrtll'llS tllke n i ll 188-t, 
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l\.I .:\ .l o n·GENEH.U , .T.:.\i\rns U. WU .SOX, t;. s. Y. 
('l,Illllllan,ling lh u Union ('aval l'Y, 

The Columhia. Pike bisected the wOl'ks , which at 
t hat, point were built just in front of t he Ca tte r 
house. a one-s tory br ick dwellin~ west of t.he pik e, 
and a. Inrge g in ~ho u se on the east s ide. Between 
t he gin-h ouse and the river the wOt'ks were partly 
protect ed in fl'Ollt by 11, h edge of Osage ol'ange, and 
011 th e kn oll, neal' the l'flilroall t ut c lose to the 
b alik, w('l'e two ba tter ies b elonging to t he FOllrth 
Corps. Neal' tho Ca l'l e r house was a. ~ollsiderahl e 
th ickct of 10c1lst-trees. Except t hese obstructions, 
th e wholo gl'oullli in front was eut h'e ly ulIob ­
s ll'uct ed and fell celess, and, from t h{· works, eyer), 
p:ut of it was ill p lain s igh t. Gcneral Cox's did~ 
sion of three brigatl es, commanded t ha t dil,~', in 
order from left to r igll t, by Cololl e ls St iles and CnsC'­
mcnt. a nd GenC' ra l R eilly, occup ied the gl'ound be­
t ween the Cohnnbi a. Pike and t he r i \'cr abo\'o the 
tow n, The front line eonsist ed of e ight regiments, 
th ree in t he works and on e in resel've fo r each of 
th e brigades of Stiles and Casement , while R eilly's 
brigade ncarest th o pike had but two regiments in 
the wOl'ks, tllld t wo in a second line, \Yi th st ill all­
other regiment behilld t hat. ' .. 

General " rood's divi sion of the Fotll'th Corps 
h ad gone over the river wit.h t he t rains j f1l1 d t wo 
briga.des of 'Vagner's divi sion , whi ch had so 
valia,uUy stood t.heir g ronnd n.t Spring Bill n.nd 
covereu the ren r s in ce, were hnll.ed on a slope 
ttbout half It mile t o t he fron t . Opdycke had 
brought hi s brigade wi t hin the works, and held 
them massed , lI en,l' the pike, b eh ind thc Cnrter 
house. Bssides t he g UllS on the Im01l, nea l' t he 
railroad-cu t, there were s ix pieces ill R eilly's 
works ; foUl' on S ll'i ckland's left ; two on Moore's 
le Ct, ILud four on Grose's left -in ali , t.wenty-six 
g U1JS in t hnt par t of the wor\, s, faci ng sou th, find 
twelve more in resol'\'O, on 0 1' Il eal' t be Colul11bilL 
Pike . 

As t he bright autumn (by, hazy wi th t he golcle n 
light of 1111 lntli ltll summer atmosphel'e , wore l),way, 
t he troops t.hat harl worked so hu rd looked hopc­
f11lly forward t o It prospel' t of endin~ it in pence 
aml rest, pre pnmt.ory eit;her to a nigh t lllm'eh to 
Nashville, 01' to n. r e inforcemen t b y Smith's corps 



und General Thomas. 
Bllt about 2 o'clock, some 
suspicious movements on 
the hills n. mile or two 
a wn.y-the w~wingof sig­
nul flags and the deploy­
ment of the enemy in line 
of ba.ttle-cn.used Gen­
eml Wagner to selld his 
adjutant-general, from 
the :I{lYall ced pos ition 
whel'o his two bdgade!; 
hat! hal ted, to his COUl­

mundillg genel'al, wit h 
t he info rmation t hat 
Hood seemed to be pre­
paring for itt,tack. III a 
very short time t he whole 
Confederate line could bc 
scen, s tl'etching in battle 
alTay, from the dark 
fringe of chestnuts along 
the river-bank, far across 
the Columbia. Pike, the 
colors gaily fluttering and 
the muskets gleaming 
brightly, and adnlllcillg 
s tead.ily, ill perfect order, 
drcss(ld on the center, 
stra,ight ror the works. 
Meantime General Scho­
fi eld had re t ired to t he 
fot'l" , on a, high blllff on 
tlw othel'side of t he river , 
some two miles away, by 
the road, and had tuken 
General Stanley with 
him. From tbe fort tbe 
whole field o[ operations 
waS plainly visible, Not­
withsbuilling all t hese 
demonstrations, the two 
brigades of -Wagner were left a u t he knoll where 
t hey bud beeu ha.lted, and , with scarcely unllpology 
(or works to protect them, had waited until it was 
loo late to retreat without danger of degenel'atiug 
into a rout. 

the (ra nt :1 S soon as pos­
s ible ullll <lid nil that 3. 

brm'e mall cOllld until he 
was painfuLly wouuded. 
Some of Opdycke's mell 
maIlll ed the n.bandolled 
guns ill R eilly's works j 
others filled the gap ill 
Str ickland's Ii_ne. l'hese 
timely movements firs t 
chccked and t hcu 1'C. 

pulsed the a ssault ing foe, 
a nd Soon t he e ntire liue 
of wo rks was reoccupied, 
the cnemy sull cu iy g iv­
ing lip the prize which 
wll ssoneal'lywOlI , Stew­
art's corps, whic h was on 
Cheath:uu's r ight, f:i1 l illg 
t he space to tile ri vel', 
kept abl'ea st of its vuliant 
companioll, and, mcct ing 
no ob~taele, r eached the 
works neal' the Union left 
before Cheatham made 
the hl'eaeh ut t he Co­
lumbia P ike , Owing to 
tho pec llJ im' forUlat ion of 
the Held , the left of Stew­
art!s lino was throwll upon 
tho Sltme gr ounu with the 
right of Cheatha,m's; tile 
t wo comlUands t here be­
came much ill ter lUingled. 
This accounts for so 
m:llly of General Stew­
art's offieei's and lUeu be- ' 
ihg killed in i-l'ont of 
Heilly's and Casement's 
r egiments. 

Till:; BATfLE-FmLD OF FRANKLIN, T ENNESSEE, LOOKING NORTH FHOM GENERAL CfJEATH /\ l\['S ll);;A.DQUAU'J'EHS. Wbel'o there was lloth-

. iug to hinder the Union 

On cume the enemy, as steady and resis tless as 
a t idal wave. A couple of gun s, ill the UCl\' IUlCC liue, 
glLve them n. shot and galloped back to the works. 
A valley (rom a. th in skirmish-line was sent into 

UILI. X.: ,\lt X ,\ S II\TI LL.; F!tOll Wil lOU BATE'S COlon' EO. 
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t heir ranks , but without cuusing nny dela,y to the hausted into the ditch, and lay t here while t he te l'­
massive ar ray. A moment more, and with that wihl I'ificcontest raged over their heads, till, under cover 
i' rebel yell If whicil, once heard, is never forgo tten, of darkness, they could crawl safely inshl e the in­
the g reat Ul1lntl n wave swept alollg~ and seemed to t renchments ... . 
iugnlf the li ttle fo rce that had so sturdily awa ited it, Colonel Emerson Opdycke, of Wngner's dh.-j sion, 

The first shock came, of com'se , upon the two as alreudy stated, had brought hi s brigadc inside 
misplaced brigades of Wagner's diviSion, which , theworks,und theywero now massed l10ur t he CILrter 
t hrough somc one's blunder, had remained in their house, ready for any contingency. Two regimen ts 
(alse position un til too late to retiro withou t disns- of Heilly's brigade, the 12t,h and IGth K entucky, 
te l'. 'rhey ll ad no tools to tlu'ow up works ; and which had reached Pranklin tLbout nOOIl, bad taken 
whon st l'Uck by the r csistless sweep of Cleblll'ne's p05il,ioll n, little in ren-r of tho res t of the bl'igade, 
and BI'owu'sdivisiol1s, t.hey li nd only to make t he il' und thrown up works. As soon as t ho bl'ea.k was 
Wlty, as best tiiley could, back to t he wol'\;:s. In madc in lhe lines, a.ll these rcserves ru shed to the 
th:~t wild ru sh, in which fri end :lIld foo wel'o in ter'- front, Iwd nfter:b terri fi c strugglo succeeded in re­
mingled, and the piercing II rebel yell " rose high gaining the works. Opdycko's brigndc, deploying 
:Lbovc tho I; Ya.nkee cheer, " nenl'ly Scven hundl'cd as i t ruh-anced, was involved in a s fi erce a, hand-to­
werc made p risoners . Blltworst of all for the Union hand Cll eoull tCI' as ever soldiers engaged ill. The I,wo 
s ide, tho mon of Beilly 's and Str ickland 's brigades Ken t ucky regiments joined in the fig ht wit h eqlla I 
dlll'ed 1I0t fire , Icst they should shoot down their IInl Oi' and bravery. A large part of COll rad's alld 
own comrades, and the gUllS, loaded with gra})e Lane's JUell, as they came in , though wltoHy di s­
und ca nister , stood s ilent in the embrasllres . 'Yi th OI'gallized, turned about and gave the enemy It hot 
loud shouts of c. L et's gointo the wol'ks with them," reception . Opdyeke's horso was shot lUidel' him, 
the h'iuUlpha lltCon(oclemtes, lI OW more like a. wild , lind he fought on foot at tho head of hi s brigndc. 
howling mob thnu an orgauized arm)" swept On to Gell e l'Ui Cox was overywhere I)l'esent, encourag ing 
tho vel'y works, with ha.rdly a.check from any (/llar- and cheering on hi s mell. Genernl Stanlcy, who, 
tel'. So fierce was t he rush tha.t a number of the fl'om thc fort where he had gOlle with Generu l 
fleeing soldiers -officers and men-(\l'oppcd ex- Schofield, bad seen t he opening clash, galloped to 

278 

firo, the muskets of Stile~'s and Casement's 1>riglldes 
made feurfu] havoc; whllo the batteries at tho rail­
road-cut plowed flllTOWS through t he ranks of t he 
advanCing foe . Time aftcr time they cam e up to 
the -v~ry works, but they n evcr crossed them except 
as }H' lsoners, More t han one color-bearer was shot 
down on the parapet , It is impossible to exagger_ 
ate ~h e fierce energy with which the Confederato 
soldIers, t hat s~lOrt November afternoon, threw 
t hcmselves agalllst the works, fighting with What 
seemed the ver }' madness of cle"})" "I' " ' I 

• . .-, ,~. .I. ICI'O was 
not a, bre ath of \~.-jnd , n.nd tho donse smoke settled 
~low n I~pon th.e fIe ld, so tha,t .. after t he firs t nssu.ul t. 
It ~\'as l.mp.osslble t? see :Lt n.ny lli s tance, Through 
tillS bhndmg mClhum. as.<lault aftcr nss:L1I l t was 
made, several of the U nion OffiCCl'S (Ie I ' , tI . . c armg lU 
. 1? Il' repo~·ts. that their lili es rcccived a s Illlln y as 
thu'tCflll dl sttnct atta ck~ . 

Be.tweon tho gin-hous;'all(l the Co itLJn bi:L Piko t he 
fi ghtlllg was fiercest, and t he Coufed el'<Lte- lo:sses 
the greates t. H ere fell most o[ til e C f I t on O ( ern, e gC ller:~I~ .'~ho: thn t fl.ltc[ul afternoon , madl y gliNe 
lip I !ICIl II'-os, Adams of Stcwm'l's corps _ his horso 
Il stl'lde thc works and himsel[ " -l'tl ' f 
I ' J ill n. "ew feet of t leul. Cockrell und Quarles of tI 

I . , Ie Same corps 
WC'l'e se\'e l'e y Wounded . In CheH.tlUtm's COr)s Cle: 
burlle and Grunblll'ywOl'e kill ed !le" J'I II ' 0 

" I' Ie pi {C, n 



,..--

the west of the pike Strahl and Gist were killed, 
and Brown was severely wounded. General G. W . 
Gordon was captured by Opdycke's brigado, inside 
the ·works. . . . 

Schofield retired his army during the night to Nash­
ville. uni t ing with 'fhomas , wlto occupied an iub'cllch ed 
line inclosing tho city OIl the cast, SO 11th, and wes t, with 
We fl unks res ting upou tlle Cumberland Riyel'. 011 the 
1st of December Hood's COIUlUlIS took up positions on a 
Iinc ot hil1s confron t ing tllO Union works, aud throw tip 
intl'c ll cltmcu ts. Tho inte rval between December 1 alltl 
9 WfiS passed by Thomas in organizing his forces for :t 
decisive tlfltt lc. ilis movement was flll'thcr dcluycd by 
!\ severe storm of freez ing ra.in, which set in 011 tho Oth, 
nnd rendered tho fie lds and roads icc-bou.llll utltil thc 
14th. That night ordcrij WCL'C givcn to nttack ucxt dar. 

It was not daylight, on the morning of tho 15th 
of Decemb er, when the army begnn to move. In 
most of the camps reveille had been soundcd at 4 
o'clock, and by 6 everything was ready. I t turned 
out a wann, SUllny, winter morning. A. dense fog 
at first hUllg over t he valleys and completely bid 
aU movements, but by !) o'clock this had cleared 
away. General Steedman, on the extreme loft, was 
the first to draw out of t he defenses, and to assail 
the enemy at lheir works between the Nolonsville 
and Murrreesboro' pikes. It was not intended as a 
real attack, t hough it had tha t effect . 'fwo of 
Steedman'S b rigades, chiefly colored t roops, kept 
two divi sions of Cheatha m's corps constantly busy, 
wh ile his t hird was held in I'esel've j thus ono Con­
fedorltte corps was disposed of. S. D. Lce's corps, 
n ext on Che:~tlmm's left, after sending two bl'igades 
to the assistance of Stewart, Olt the ConfederlLto 
left, was held in place by the tlu'eatening position 
of the garrison troops, ami did not fire a shot dur­
ing tho dILY. Indeed, both Cheatham's and L ee's 
corps were held, as in a vise, between Steedman 
and "\Yood. L ee's corps was unable to move 01' to 
fi ght. Steedman maintained the ground he occupied 
till t ho Dcxt morning, with 110 very heavy loss. 

When, about 9 o'clock, the SUIl began to burn 
away the fog, the sight ft'om General Thomus 's po­
sition wus inspiring. A li ttle to tho left, on Mont­
gomery Hill, the sali ent of t he Confederate lines, 
and not more than sLx hundred yards di stant from 
Wood's salient, on L awrens Hill, could be seon tho 
advance line of works, behind which an unknown 
forco of t he enemy In.y in wait. Beyond, a nd ldong 
tho Hillsboro' Pike, were stretches of stano wall, 
with hero l~nd there a detached earthwork, t hrough 
whose embrasures peeped the tlll'ea.telling arti llery . 
To the ri ght, along t he valley of Richland Cl'eele , 
t he dark line of Wilson's advancing cavalry could 
bo seell slowly making its di fficu lt way nel'ORS tho 
wet, swampy, stumpy ground. Close in fl'ont., :md 
at the foot of tho hill, its right joining Wil~on's 
left, was A. J. Smith's corps, full of eheel' and ell­
terprise, a nd g1:ul to be OIlCO mal'O in t he open 
field. Then camo the Fourth COl'PS, whoso lert, 
bOD(ling back towru'd the north, was hidden bohind 
L awroll s Hill. .A lready the skirmishers We1'O 011-

gaged, the Confederates falling back beforo the 
determined and steady pressure of Smi lh anel 
Wood. 

By the time thnt "\Vilson's and Smith's UJ)es were 
fully cxtended nllel brought up to wi thin shikingdis­
tancoof the Confedcl'ate works, along tho Hillsboro' 
P ike , it was noon. Post's brigado of Wood's old di­
vi sion (now comma nded by Gencral Sam Beatty), 

a ntI Hell to the real', 
while t he captu red 
guns wero turncd on 
them. 

iug the two di,'i sion commanders whosc troops 
would be called upon for the work, gave thcm 
tho i usti·uction. As he was riding along the li nc 
ho met oue of t ho brigade cOlllmanders -an offi­
cer with a l'eputatioll for excep t iona l courago and 
ga ll a ntry - who, in rcply to the direction to pre­
pare for the e)..llected assault, said , "You don't 
menu that we ' ye got to go in here and attack the 
works on tha.t hill 'I" "'I' hose are t he orders," W:1 S 

the I~n swer. Lookiug ca,rues tly across the open 
yalley, aud at t.he s teep hill beyond, fl'om which 
the enemy's g uns wero throwing shot fi,nd shell 
wi th uncomfortable frequency a nd nea rness, be 
said, Il "\Vlly, it would be Silicide, s irj perfect sui­
cido." HNevertheless, those nrc thc 01'ders, 1l sa id 
tho officer j and ho 1'odo on to complete his work. 
Before he could rejoin Genera l 'l'homas t he a ssa,nlt 
was made, and the cnemy wcro dl'l\'en out with a, 
loss of guns, colors, amI prisoners, and their whole 
lino was forced to abandon the works a long the 
Hillsboro' Pike and fnll back to the Grnnny While 
Pike. 'rhe retrcati ng Iino was fonowell by tbe en­
tiro F ourlh Corps ("\"\' ood's ), as well as by tbe C8,\'­

aIry a nd Smith's troops j but uigh t soon fell, and 
tho whole army went into bivouae in the open 
fi elds where\'er they chancod to be. 

which l:ty at the foot 
of Mo ntgomery Hill, 
full of clash and spiri t, 
had sinco moruing 
been regarding the 
works a.t tho summit 
with cO\'etous eyes. 
At Post's suggestion, 
i t was dete rmined to 
see which party 
w:tll ted them most. 
Accol'diugly,acllal'go 
was ordered-and in 
:~momo )} tthe brigado 
was swarming up the 
hillsido, stmight for 
t ho enemy's advanc­
ed works. FOl'almost 
t ho first t ime s ince 
the grand assau1 i!,.pn 
Missionary Ridge, a 
year before, here was 
an opcn field wherc 
everything could be 
seen. From General 
Thomas's headquar­
tel'S everybody look­
ed on with breatbless 
suspense, as the blue 
1ino, broken and ir­
regular, bu t with 

l\L.\JOR·GE.NlmAI~ J . n. STEEDMAN, U. S, V. 

'Vith tho "ie w of 
extcnding tho opera­
t ions of \Vil son 's ca v­
airy s till further to 
tho right, and if pos­
s iblo ga ining the roar 
of t ho enemy's lert, 
the two div isions 
of the 'l'wenty-tbird 
Corps that had been 
iu ros01'\'O neal' La w­
rCllS Hill wero or­
dered to Smith's 
r ight, while ol'del's 
wcre sellt to 'Wilson 
to gain, if possible, a. 
lodgmcnt 011 the 
Grun ny Whi te P ike. 
'I'hese orders were 
promptly obeyed, 
and Cooper's brigade 
on reaching its llew 
position got in to a 
handsomo fight, in 
wh ich its losses wero 
more t h:Hl the losses 
of the rest of the 

At dark, H ood, who at]2 o'clock had held au U1I· 

brokoll, fortified lino fl'om the l\[mfl'oesboro' to the 
Hill sboro' P ike, "ith an advanced post on Mont­
gomery Hill and five strong redoubts along the 
Hill sboro) Pike, barely maint ained hi s hold of :~ 
line from the l\[urfreesboro' Pike to t ho Granny 
"\Vhito Pike, n eal' which on t wo large hill s the left 
of hi s army had taken r efuge when drivcn out of 
t heir rcdoubts by Smith a,ll(l "\Vilson. These h ills 
were mOl'e thau two miles to tho real' of his morll­
ing posit ion .. .. 

C01IL11111111111lJ.; Ih o Ilru\"I~lo llill llc l :1CIIIllCllt. 

steady persistence, made its way up the steep hill· 
side ag:dllst n. ficree storm of musketry and ~l.1'til1ery. 
Most of tho shots, howcver, passed over the men's 
honds. It was a struggle to keep up wi th t he col­
ors, and, as they neared tho top, ollly the strongest 
were at the front. Without a moment's pnuse, the 
color-bel1 re1's and those who had kep t up with t hem, 
Post himself at the head, leaped the p:w:npct. As 
tho colors waved from the summit , the whole line 
swep t forward and was over t he works in a twink­
ling, gathering in prisoners and gun s. Indeed, so 
largo was t he mass of t he prisoners which a. few min­
u tes later was seen heading toward out' own lines, 
that a number of officers at General Thomas's head­
quartet'S feared tho a ssault had failed and the pri s­
oners wero Confcderato reserves who hnd rallied 
and retakell the works. But the fear Wfi S only mo­
men tary i fol' the wild outbmst of cheers t hat rang 
across the vaUey told the s tory of complete success. 

Meanwhile, farther to the right, fiS tho opposing 
lilles neared each other, the SOllnd of bnttl e grew 
10udel' llud louder, and tho smoko thi cker and 
tllicker , ul1 t il the wbolo valley was filled with tho 
ha.ze. It was now past noon , and at cvery point 
the two aI'lnies were so nenr together that an as­
sault was incv ita.ble. H at.ch's di \7isioB of Wilson's 
cavalry, at tho extreme right of the conti nuous li ne, 
was confronted by one of the detached works whic h 
Hood had jnteBd~d to be <C impregnable" j and the 
right of McAI'thul" s divi sioll of A . J . Smith's in­
fan tl·y was also within striking {listance of it. 
Coon's cava lry l)rigade was dismounted and oi'­
dcred to assault tho works, whHe Rill's infan tTY 
brigade received simBal' orders. Tho two com­
manders moved forward at the same time. and en· 
tm'ed jJle work together, Colonel Hill fa lli ng dead 
at the Iwad of his command. In!~ momeut t he 
whole Confederate forco in that quartor wus ron ted 

Twenty-third Corps during the t wo d:~ys' battle. 
['fhis brigade had not b een eugnged at Franklin.] 

But though tho enemy's len was thus rudely 
driven fr0111 its fa·ncied secul'ity, the salieut at 
the ccnter , being:tn angle formed by the line nlong 
Hi ll sboro' Pike and t.hat stretching toward tho ca st, 
was still firmly held . P ost's successful uss!w lt had 
merely (h'iven out 01' captured the advance forces ; 
the main line was intact. As soon as word como 
of the successful assau lt on the right, Genera l 
'I' homas seut orders to Genera l \Yood, command­
ing the F ourth Corps) to prepare to attack tho 
saliout. Tho staff-officer by whom t his order was 
sont did not at first find Genel'al "\Vood j but sec-

'fho morning was consumed in moviJlg to Dew 
l)Qsitions. Wilson's clLvalry, by a wi.do detour, had 
passed beyond the extreme Confederate left, and 
secm ed a lodgment on t ho Grl1llny White Pike. 

vmw OF l'RE WIXS'l'E .I.\.D nn.r.s, FRANKLIN, \\' HER}; H OOD FOBl\I]<: D illS U NE 0 1;' HAT'l'LE. 
Frm tl II IJlinlogmllh. 

'1'11 0 right or \Vagnc r' s t wo "rlga .I!!S. III t hc nll nUlcCI\ }losllioll, \\,;111 110!!1o·.1 lJc hlllIl tll o S((\1I0 wnll III t ho rlll'('gl'oliluL 
T hc Colnmhi:'! P Ike is IIhowli passi n g {I\'cr Iho hills nil tIm h'ft or the I,jct lll'c. (:-::ce IlflJ.{C8 :!'" :!78.) 
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But one avenue of escape was nov.-open for flood­
the Frankl in Pike. Gen Thomas hoped that a 
vigorous assa.ult by Schofi eld's corps against Hood's 
left would break t he line t bere, and thus enable the 
cavalry, relieved from the n ccessit,y of operat ing 
:lgaiust the rebe l Ha llk, to ga llop dOlm the Granny 
W hite P ike to its junct ioll wi t h the F mllklin, somc 
s ix 01' e igbt miles below, and plau t itself square 
across the ollly rCluaiuing line of retrcat. If thi s 
scheTlle could be eal'l'i ed Ollt, 1I0t ilLng but ca.ptul"e 
or surrender awa ited Hood's whole army. 

Meant ime, on t ile NlLtional left, Colonel Post, 
who hnd so gallantly cal'l'icd Montgomery Hill tbe 
morning before, had made :1 c<lrcfull'ecOnlloi!::sanee 
or O\'Cl' t011'S Jiill , t he strollg position on H ood's 
right. ,As the result of hi s obser vat ion, h o reported 
to General \Vood, his CO I'pS commander, that an 
assault would cost dea l', h il t ho beli e \'ed it could 
bo made sncccss fully; at u,uy ratc he was ready to 
try it. 'fhe orLler was accord ingly given, a.nd 
everything IlI'epal'ed. 'fhe brigade was to be sup­
ported on eitllel' s ide h y frcsh tl'OOPS to be held in 
readiness to r ush for the wOI'ks the momen t Post 
should gain t he parapet. 'f he bugles had not fin­
ished sounding the charge, when Post's bri g~de, 
preceded by a, strong Iill e of skiJ'misil ers , moved 
fOrWll1'd , ill perfec t s il e ll cc, wit h ordcrs to Iml t 
for noth ing, but to ga.in t he works at:l. run, The 
men dashed ou, Post leading, wi th a ll speed through 
a, shower of shot untl shell. A few of the skirmishers 
reached the paflLpet; tbe ma in lino came within 
twenty steps of the works, when, by a concentrated 
fil'c of musketry and artillery from evcry lW:lila blc 
poiut of the enemy's linc, the adntuce was momen­
taril y cbecked, n.nd, in another instn.nt, P ost was 

brought d own by a 
wound, at firs t re­
por ted as mortal, 
'l'his s light hes itation 
and the disn.bling of 
Post were fn.tal to the 
success of the as­
sa,ult. The lea,(ling 
and alJimating spirit 
gone, t he li ne slo wly 
d"ifted to its Ol'i gi-

Jo~I'OIl\ a 1lllOtOgl'JtpiL. 

']'lto v iow i8 towanl tI,O Imlllt,-t\chl, Neal' tho hase 
of tl,o Ill's l, cnlulIlli \;0 l1COII ill 1110 ,li l1 \alH.:l' 

th e nag of 1"(1,-1 Nt'g"'r. 

nal position, los ing in t hose few llliuutes llcarly 
300 Bl en; whi le t he supporti ng hrigado ou its left 
los t 250_ 

beyond t ho extreme leit 
Halik of the e uemy, aln d 
y,-as 111 0viug' ll or t llW;\rd 
ov{' r t he wouded hills di­
rect to tho real' of the 
extreme rebel left. 

Steedman had promised to eool,cmte in t h is as­
sault, and accordingly 'l'hompson's brigado of co~­
ored troops was ordcl'ed to make :~ deUlOll stl':t t ion at 
t he 1ll0meut Pos t'Stluvuuce begilll. 'l'hese j roops hall 
lleVel' h erOl'o been in action aml wcro now to test 
theil' mettle_ '1'hol'o bud heen 110 lime [01' a recou­
noissance, when t hi s order , \'a s gi\-en, el se it is 
likely no wll,y would havo bcen found to turu tho 
enemy's exl:l'emo r ight fl a ll k . The colored brigade 
movcd forwa rd against t bo works CHst of t he 
F ra uldin P iko and Hearly pal'allel to i t . As t llt'y 
advanced, thoy beca me excited, and what was 
iu tc nded merely as :t demonstration was un in ten­
t ionnlly converted into an actual assault. 'l' bomp­
son, fi nding hi s men rushing fot'ward a t t he 
double-quick, gall ant.iy led them to tho very slopo 
of t he int rcnchments. But, in t heir advanco across 
t he open field, the continu ity of h is li,lI e was broken 
by a, large fallen tree. As the men sepa ratcd to 
pass it, the eDemy openeli an en fil ad iug firo on tho 
exposed flank s of t he gtL}> thns created, wi th telling 
effect. In COli sequence, at t he vel')' moment wheu 
n. fi rm compact order was most needed, the li ne 
came up ragged and broken , Mean t ime Pos t's 
assaul t was repulsed, and lile fire which had been 
concentrated on him was turned agains t '1'homp­
SOIL Nothing was left, t herefore, bu t to wi thdraw 
as soon a s possihlo to the orighml POSil:iOli . '1'his 
was UODO witholl t panic or cOllfusion, aftel' a. loss 
of 467 mell from t he three l'e{:,'iments composing 
tho briga.de . 

Geneml 'fhomus, who 
bad been making H, re ­
con noissance, hnd no 
soonCl' reached Scho­
field's fl'ont t han Gell­
eral l\icAl'tlHlr, who 
commanded one of 
Smit'h'stlivisiolls, impa­
t ient at t he 101lg wai t­
ing, :t.nd not wa u ting to 
spend the second n ight 
on t ho l'ock~' hill he was 
oceupyiug, told Smi th 
t bat he could carry t he 
high hi.ll i.n front of 
COllch, - thc same that 
Couch h imse lf had told 
Schofield ho could 

OVERTON'S nOUSE, HOOD'S HEADQU ARTERS .AT NAS II.YlLLE. 
From a pliotogT:q,h 1:lkctl jll I SS,I. 

'When i t was seen thn.t u. heavy assault on his 
ri ght, ut Overton's Hill, was thrcatened, Hood 
ordcred Cleburne's olll divi s ion to bo scnt ovor to 
the exposed point, from tho extremo left, i n fl'out 
of Schofield. About the same timc Ge neral Couch, 
command ing one of the d iyisions of the Twellty­
t hird COI'P:O:, told Gcneral Scho field that ho believed 
he could carry t he hill ill his frout, but doubted if 
he could hold' it wi thout assistance. '1'he ground ill 
fl'ont of General Cox, on Couch's eight, a lso ofl'ered 
gra.nd Oppol't unities-fOl'u s ll ceessful assaul t . Mean­
t ime t ho cavalry, 011 Cox's righ t, hall made its way 

clllTy,-and won ld u nder take it unless fO I'bid­
den . Smith s ilen t.ly acqu iesced, and McArthur 
set to work. Withd,rawing hlel\tille n's (hi s right) 
brigade fl'om tho t renehes, lIe marched it hy t he 
flank i.ll front of General Couch's pos ition, and 
w ith orders to the men to fix bayollet s, 1I 0t to fire 
a shot, and nei ther to halt not' to chcer until tlley 
hml ga.ined t he enemy's works, the charge was 
souu ded . '1'110 gallant brigade, wh ich bad served 
and fought in every part of the Sou thwest, movcd 
s lyiftly dow'Jl the slope, across t he lllll'I'OW vall ey, 
and began scrambling up the steep hills ide, on t ho 
top of which WfiS tho redoubt, held by Date's di­
vision .. a.ncl mounted a.l so with WlLi tworth gun s. 
r1'he bravest onlookers held their breath as these 
gallant lUe u s teadily and silently approached tho 
summit amid the crash of muskctry and the boom 
of the artill ery. In lllmost the t imo it has taken to 
t ell tho stot'y they gained tho works, their flags 

_,,'ere wildly wavillg from the para.pet, and t ho un­
mi stakable chcer, lithe voice of - tho Amel'ie!tu 
people," as Gencral 'l'homas culled it, rent t he ail'. 
It was un exultant moment, but this was o lll y a 
par t of the heroic work of that aftel'llool1. While 
.M:cl\Iillen's brigade was p reparing fol' t his wonder­
ful charge, B atch's division of cavuh'Y, dismollnted, 
had al so pushed its way thr ough the woods, and 
had gained t he to ps of two hills t ha.t commauded 
t he rem' of tho cuomy's works , Here, with in­
credi ble labor, they had draggcd b y hand two 
p ieces of arlill ery, and, jus t as McMillen began his 
('hurgo, these opcned on the li i.1l where Bate was, 
up the oppos ite slopo of which tho in fantry woro 
scrambling. At tho sa.mo time Coon's brigado of 
Hatch 's divis ion , with resounding ell ec1's, chal'ged 
upon the enemy, and poured sHch volleys of 
lllusketry from t heil' repea.ting-l'ifles a s I havo 
llever heard equal ed . 'l'h us beset on bo th s ides , 
Bate's people broko out of tho works, and run 
dO\ .... '11 th e hill tow:1rd their l'ight aud l'eal' as fast as 
tlle ir legs could cnrry t hem. It was more like a, 
scene in a. spcctacular drama th:ll.l a real incident 
in W'1I·. 'rhe hili s iLle in frollt, sf ill green, dotteJ 
with the boys in blue swarming up tJ1 0 slope i t ho 
lIar!, bae\,groll ud of high hi lls beyond; the 10wel'-
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i~~ clouds; t he wa.ving flags i t he smoke slowl\-
1'ISlllg through the lea fl ess t rce-tops aud drift ill:'.. 
across t he ,-alleys; t he wonderf ul outburst of 
~nuskeh'?,; t he e('static cheel's j the lUultitude 1'1lC­

lllg for hfe down iu to t he vallev b e]o,\' '] " ",- so eX('1 _ 
IIIg wus I t .nll , that the lookers-on instillctiye l\' 
cln.pped theIl' huuds , a s at a brillian t '111d ' 
fi t f t' < < Sllccess­
. u raus'orm:1 .. lon sccno, ns indeed it was. POl' 
III t hose few mlllutes, :tn annv W'18 el,o ]' t ' 

b ] h ,, < <~ugel In 0 a 
mo ,all( t e wh ole s trncture of the r e bell' . I 
South t 't1 II' Ion Ul t Ie 

_ , ~es., WI 1 a Its p OSSibilities, was utte l'l­
O\'el th l 0 \\ n . As soon a s t he other dh-,' " '0 f t h l 
t tl I f t :,; liS 'ur ' er 
o Ie e sa.w l.111d heard tho doinO'~ ou tl ' 'h 

t l ] '1 0:'; lell'l'I ',P t 
ley ll ( not wait for orders, Ever\-Whel'e b"' , ; 

comlllon,impu.l se, t hey chttl'ged t he W~l'ks i.u 'f') t 
and carrI ed them in a twinkling Ge ] E ]Ion , J 1 . :-r nera '( ward 

o IIl son and lIea l'l y all hi s divi s ion a.n I ] . .n 
lery were eapt lll'otl. O\-e1' t b " ', ' l liS al 1-

but a. little wbile b of61'o Po:t': e~'~sglOl\t\llhd ,]vhel'e, 
I I II , . ~ au a ( been 

repu SO(, 10 salU e t roops now eh ' I ' 
s -s tl 1 Ul ger WI t h l'e 
less orce, eltpturill O' fourteen UlIg' -

t honsatl~l prisoners, St:oum:1ll's corored ~~~~~ ouo 
al so mIlled a.llcl brought in tbeil' sha' f " ",atles 
and other spoils of war, Everywhe~: ~b Pl~SOnel'S 
was complete. . . . e ~uceess 

NOTE.-The repulse of nooa vil'tu . 
in tho West north of 'l 'culJess 'e n: " . alll' enlled thc Wllr 
a t Nashvillc, antI SCh OUt'l t1 ~\- ithl~~l' TholUWH'Clllaillctl 
was l'iCll t to Nor t h Carolina', e Army of t he Oh io, 

ITooll rctrea ted to'1'llI'Clo, a ull I -t " 
went to Mobile and t o j Oin Jo~u~<;~'ldl1~cutSOf hbarl UY 

In J a nnary t lto Sixteenth C ' : ()~,l III tho t?al'olina:::. 
tI'OOl)S in Thomas's dC}lartll'e~:f~ \\ ,u. orgullIzc tl from 
lell llS IIndcl' GCUC1"11 ..A T R . ,{ ,Hul seu t to New 01'­
lIJolJile . l\Iohil u wa~ IIef~l;tl c" lnlul I, to join i n atta ukill ,r 
D 1 I I )y ill! 'n'luy U 1 G 0 umc,}' L l\Iallry, awl tll c f1 ect of c" III Cl' cueml 
( :enoml E. H. S. Caltby who l;'ul OtltlllOdol'e Farrand , 
ycste~l tIte 11laee , awl' on til ~ 8t~ :1 ~C~(! t1Cd Baul,;;, in­
~pan 1f'h Fort aud PO l't Blal,el ' f .tlt(~ !lI lt o f April, 
,md as:;:mlt , aull tho ~it.r w ~_ ell b~ hOll1banhnCll t 

1\1c:tHWililc, Wilsoll s tart_as e~a tmatCd ou thc 11th. 
'l'clln e!<see ill Mil l'ch' h',d ;1I}. 1'1I1t) tho balll; s of the 
Alal.mlua,. He dcre';te l Il~ ll \e" FI'l'I'c"t i"t.o ccntra l 
A1Wil 2 and cntol'cll il r~ I li lt :llHl cnJlllll'cll SCilll 't on 
Canhy g-:lhh:tl1'fobile I F l,l ;'!Oltll'l'Y on lllO 11 th the' (h \_ 
e'lst -, l ' . ' 10 m i'tToUL<'OIU I'I'Y ""I ' '. 

• - \\:11'( IItto Gcorgia, whel'(~ hi S'" " " I, SHIl llI(wet] 
t ho flight of ,Te ne l'soll D' _. - tlO(11)CI'S IlIte l'cop tl'd 
Calthy l'ccdved the 8ttl'l:(~~1~r ' ( ~l'e Jl. :120.) 0 11 i'tTa\'" 
fOl 'CCS ill Alahama 1\I.Hl :r-.Ii' ; 1' .0 .Illl tho COlll'ed cl':;tCl 

S8 IS!< IJllH. 
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Fonrf STEVENS, WASIHNGTON. 
}'r01II a Wfll·.tiIlIc ]lhoto;;I'lt] lll. 

THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAlGN. 
NARRATIVE OP EVENTS. 

TIle llccutial' mi litury atlvantagcs which tbo Confcd­
cratcs cnjoyed whilc cOlltrolliug the ShclI::mdoab Vallcy 
(also eallcd tho Vnlley of Virginia ) wcro first <lcmon­
strated ill tllc Ilrst eatllll:li;;11 of Bull RUll (SCO p. 2·1 and 
following). Sbortly after that e\'cut.Sto.llewnll Jackson 
assumcd CO!lllllllll(l of the VaUey DH;i l'let. In ?IarclJ, 
1862, Winclic;:tel' was occupied lJy It Un ion forco undcr 
Gencml ,Tamcs Shields, which JackROll attacl(cli Ileal' 
the hamlet of KCl'll stown, M:lI'ch 23. Dofontell at Kcrlls­
towII, .T:u;I,sOIi r etrcntcd 111) tile valley and It strong 
Uuioll forcc Iludcr Gencral Banks was Ilssomblo(l at 
Strflsbm g. Til Ma.y Fremont Clltercd tho "nlley from 
West Virgilli:~ in Rnllport of Banl,;s, nnd Jackson do· 
fea ted his ad\"llllCO at McDowcll , May 8. On thc 23£1, 
2,1th nlHI 25th of ]\fay Jackson atl.acJ.:cd Banks on tbe 
f1allk at Port Roya l, Newton. find Willchcster, amI COIll­
IJcll cd him to reh'cfLt acrOf;S tho l"otOlllac. FrClUont, 
m:ll"cbing" from Frauklin, attoml)ted to cnt off Jackf'.o n's 
reLl'ca t up tbe vaIle~', but was dcfent.;;ll at Cross Koys 

EARLY'S MARCH TO WASHINGTON." 
BY JUB.AL A. E.AULY, LffiU'l'E.NANT-GENERAL, 

C. S . .A. 

O
N the 12t h of June, 1864-, wh ile the Second 

Corps .(EwelJls~ of tho A~'my of .No~'them 
Virgillill. was lYITJ glleal'Galnes's Mill , 1111'eo1r 

of Hill's liue at Cold Harbor , I received orders from 
General Lee t o move the corps, wi th two of t Ile 
battalions of artillery attached to i t , t o the Sben­
a ndoa,h V alley; to strike Hunter's force in t ho real' 
and, if p ossib le, destroy it; then to m ove down the 
valley, c rosS t he Potomac 11Oal' Leesburg, in L ou­
doun County, or at or above Hurper's F elTY, as I 
might find most practicable, and Hl]'(mten Washing­
tOll city. I was further directed to commu nicate 

* COlldcI18Cd fl"Om Gcneral Endy's " MOllloil' of tho Lust 
Ycn r or tile War for Jmlc]lcndcllco ill .thc COllfc(\cral'o 
State!; of America."- LYIlChhlll'g: PUhl H!hcll hy Charlcs 
W. But,toll fO l' til e Virginia Mcmori lll Assoelutlon, 1867; 
here printcd b~' pcrmission of t he author. 

June 8tb, aud Shields's divisioll, lllarcbing to forlll It 

jnuctioH wi tb FI·Clllont. was dcfca ted at Port RClmlJlie 
au the 9th. Soon after thesc Sllceesses Jackson's army 
joineu. Lce ill front of Richmond to tal,e Jlart in tho 
" 80" 011 Days'" campaign (sec p . 82 aud following) . 
Tho routo ot Lcc's army lny through tho valley dnring 
th o im'asiolls of :Harylaml nud PCllllsylYaItia i1l18G2 aull 
ISG::!. At thc beJ;inning of Grant's ealllpaigll agaillst 
Hieilmolltl in May. 18G4, the Union troops ill the "alley 
·were cotnm:lllued by Sigcl, tile Coufclicl':lt.cs by Gencral 
J . n: ImbodCIl. Sigel attcllllltC(l to nllvallce lIll tile val­
ley. TIc was dcfcatc(l at New Marl.:ct on May 15th by 
Imbodcn nml rc~igncll the eOlllllland to General Dn,-hl 
HUlIter. HUnter Illoycil on Lrnchlmrg, whcre be was 
mot by Gcncral Juba] Enrlr, with n. part of Lec's army, 
:Iud cOlllpclled \'0 retrcat wcstward acl"Oss thc mOllu· 
tains. Early theu mnrehcddowII tho yalley. 011 hi s raid to 
Washington. Sigel, who had heen reta incd in comm:md 
nlong the Potomao, retired all his forccs into Marylanll . 

with General Breckil1l'idge , wllo would cooperate 
with me in the attack on Huntel' ;L1HI the expedition 
into Maryland .. .. 

At L)'lICbburg I had received a telegram froln 
Gen eral L e(', directing me, after uisposing of Hun­
tel', ei ther to l'etUl'1l to hi s army or to carry out 
thc original plan, as I might deem most expedient. 
After the plIl's u.it had ceased I l'ecei\'ec1 another des­
pa.tch from him, submittillg i ~ to my judgment 
whether t he condition of my troops would p ermit 
the expedi t ion across tho Potomac t o ue carl'ied 
out, and I detcl'millcd to take the respollsi bi1i ~y of 
continuing it. On the 23c1 tho march was resumed, 
and we roached Buchauflll that llight. Ou the 26th 
I !"Cached Stan.nton in ad,'ullce of the troops, and 
the lattc r came IIp next day, which was spent in 
redllc illgtl'allSpOl'ta.t ioll and getting provi sions f.rom 
'Va.ynesh oro' .. . . 

During the ll ight of the 4th [of JUly] the e llemy 
evacuated Hlwper 's Ferry, burning the rl1ilroad 
am1 pontoon bridges across tho Potomac. It wus 

not possible t o occupy the town Qf Harper's Perry, 
exccpt with skirmishers, as it was t horoughly CO lll­
manded by the beavy guns on Maryland Heights ; 
a.lltl the 5th was speu !. by Rodl's's and R:lIDSel.l r's 
d ivi sions in demons trating at t.hat place ... . 

Ou the 10th the march was resllmcd at daylight, 
alHi we biyouaeked four mil es from R oekYill e, on 
the Geol';;etown llike, h:t Ying marched twenty 
miles . l\IcCausland, moying in front, dro\"o a 
body of the enemy's cavalry b efore him, and had 
:t brisk engagcmcnt nt Rockville, where bo ell­
cmnped after d efeating :llld dr iving off t he enemy. 

Wo moved at daylight 011 the 11th, i\[cC;tu~lalld 
on t he Gcorgetowll pike, while t he infant ry, 
}In.·ceded by Imbollen's cn.\"nhy lIuder Colouel 
Smi th, tlU"lled to t he le ft at Rockyille, so as to 
rench t he 7th street l)ike which rHU S by Silvo!' 
Springs into 'Y~l shiugtol1 . Jackson's ca.vall"ymoved 
on the lcftfl:Lnk. The pl"e"iolls day had b cen ve ry 
warm, fmd the roads were exceedingly dusty, as 
thel'e hall b een 110 l'uin for se"eral weeks. 'fhe 
bea t during the nigh t had been 'Very oppressin:-, 
and but little rest had b eon obtaincd . '£his day 
was an exceedingly hot ono, and thore W:1 5 1]0 air 
sti rrin g. Wbile marching, the mon wore em'eloped 
in :1 s ulTocating cloud of dust, and many of them 
fell by the way from exhaustion, QUI' progress 
was thor ofore very mil ch i mpeded, but I push ed 
on as rapidl y as possible, h oping to get into t he 
fOl-tifications around Washillgton before t hey could 
be ma.llned. Smith drovo n. small body of elLYul!'y 
beforo him into the works on t be 7th street pike, 
und dismounted bis m Oil and deployed them as 
ski rmishers . I rode ahead of the infa.nt ry, und 
arrivcd in sight of F ort Stevens on tbis road n. 
short time after nooll, when I di scovered 
that t he ·works were but feebly manned. 

Rodes, whoso division was in front , was 
immediately ordorell to bring it iuto lin e 
<IS rapidly as possible, throw out sk irmish­
ers, aIHl move into the works if he could. 
1\1y whole eolulUll W:lS the l1 1l10ving byflallk, 
which was t he only practicabl e mode of 
marChing on the l'oad w e were on, and be­
foro Rodes's division could b e brought up 
we saW:1 cloud of dust in the rear of the 
works toward Washingtoll , and soon a. col­
UTlm of the enemy filed il)to them Oll the 
right and left, and skirmishers were thrown 
out ill fron t , while rm artill cry fire was 
opened on us from a number of batteries . 
'l'his defeated Our hopes of getting posses­
sion of the works hy surpri se, and it became 
necessary to reconnoite r. 

formidable obstacle, and e\'ery possible a.pproach 
was ·rakcd by artillery. On the right was Rock 
Creek, rllnning through a deep ra.,;ue which bad 
been rendered impnssn ble by the felling of the 
timber ou ellch side, and beyond were t he works 
Oil the Georgetowll pike, which had been report('d 
to be t he strongest of all. On the left, fl S far as 
tho eye could rench, the works appeal'ed to b e of 
t he same i mpregnable character. .... 'rhi s recon­
na issance consumed the balance of the d ay. 

.. GClloral Barllllnl. ill his "Dcfellccs of ,nlsbington," 
thus liescrihes tlle ,,'o rl, s : 
" ]~ \'ery IH'Ollli ucli t point, fit illtCITUls or ei;;ll t hUll ­

drcd to OIlC thousalli.l yanla. was o(;cupied hy au incloscd 
lield·fort: eycrr import:llI r, approach or dcprcsSion of 
gl'ouml, unsecu from thc fort s, swopt by :l hattcl"Y fO l' 
!lold-guns ; ami thc wholo eOllncctC{l by l'il\c·irCllf'iles 
which wcro ill f:lct lines of infantry llara pcts, fur nishing 
cUlplaccluellt tor t \\"0 ra I) ki:! of 111CI1 . nut! :l florllill;; COYcl'cd 
enmllllluiea t iOIl alollg tilc l ine. whiifl I'oads were ollencd 
wllcl"c,'cr lIecc;:S:l ry, "0 tll:l t t l'OOpS HI III artillcry cOlllcl 
be mo\"cll rapid ly fl'om 0110 poin t of tbc immensc po· 
riphcry to :1 1.lot11c1", or uuller eO\"(;I', I'rom point to point 
nlol);; thc lillC. The COUl)tCL'SC:lrps werc i; lIrroumicd by 
abat is ; llOl11b-I'1"1l0fs wcrc IH"oyidcc\ ill HC:I!"I.r nIl thc 
forts; all ;:;tIllS lIot 801el.,· intcnded. for distant firc lllaeell 
ill cmhrasures ami welt tra\"ersl"ll. All cOlllln:llIdillg 
point s 011 which IIll cucmr ,,"onlel he likcly to COll centrate 
artillery to oyel'])ower that, of one or two of ollr forts or 
battcries ,,"cro sUhj ccted 1I0t only to the firc, di l'cc l :Iud 
("ross , of ll lll llY llOilltS :llollg tilo li llO, hut also frOli1 hca,T}" 
rifl ed g ill);,; froll! llisla llt poiuts Ullut taiu:lblc hy the 
cllelllY's fl chI·gulls. Wi th nll thcse llcyc.10111uents, the 
lincs ccrtainly Hilproxilliatcll to t bc maximum dClfree 
'of strength wh ich can 1J0 attaincd from Ulll'c\"ctted earth­
works. In:ll\cquat el.r mannc(l as they wcre, the fo rtin· 
cat.iOIlS COlll llcllcd-ab lcusli-':5"cbncclltl'lltioll alld an ar­
raying of forcc 011 th o part ur thl' a~sail:lllt s, ami Llllls 
gavc tillle for the lU'I'ival of succor." 

Rodes's ski rmishers were thl'O"'ll to the 
front, driving those of the enemy to the 
cover of t he works, and we proceeded to 
cxamino tbe fort i fi en.tions in order to as­
certain if i t was pmcticnble to ca rry them 
hyassault. They were found to be exceed­
ingly strong, and consisted of what ap­
pea red to bo inclosed forts for heuvy ar­
tillery, with a ti er of lower works in front 
of each, pierced for au immense Hum her of 
guns, the whole being connected by CUl"­
t:tins with ditches in front, a.nd strengtb­
ened b y palisades and abatis. 'l'he t imber 
had been felled wi thin cn.nnou l'allge all 
around and left on the ground, rua.king a. 

LIEUTENANT-GENEHAL JUB.c\L A, EAHLY, C. S. A. 
F )'OlIi :I phO!flgl·:L}lh. 
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del'cd by a. fruitful COlUlh,), 
fi ll ed "ith supplies. it offered 
a. tcmpting highwtly fo l' a ll 
nl'my bent on a flanki ng 
march on 'Yashington or the 
ill \"a ~ ioll o( ::\In l'y land 01' 
PClllI S)"1 \'ullin . J'OI' 1he Lnion 
armies, wh ile it was an 
equal ly pract icnblo highwa.y, 
it led away (1'0 1ll t he objec. 
li\"o, Hichmolld , and was ex­
posed to flank a ttJl cks thl'Ollgb 
the gaps from "alltnge~gl'O\l ll d 
o,nd pt'l'fect COyer. 

'rhe l'(l.~) iu lllun:hillg, and 
the losses at Harper's Ferry, 
Maryland H eights, a nd Mo· 
noelley, had reuueed my in· 
fan try to about 8000 muskets. 
Of these a very large nu mber 
we re greatly exhausted by the 
las t t wo days' marching, some 
having fall en by sunstroke, 
~llld not more than one-third 
of my fo1'cO could havc been 
carried into action. I had 
a.bou t for ty pieces of a.rtill ery, 
of wh ich tho larges t were 12-
ponndel' N:tpoleons, b esiues 
n. few pieces of horse-a r tillery 
with the cavalry, McCaus· 
laud r eported the works on 
the Georgetown pike too 
st.l'ongly manned for h im to 
assault. Alter dark on the 
11th I beld a consultation 
with Major-Generals Breck­
inridge, Rodes, Gordon, and 
Ramseur, in which I stated 
to t !.J cm the necessity of doing 
something immediately, as 
the passes of Sonth :Molllltai.n 
and the fo rds of the Upper 
Potomac would soou beelosed 
against li S. After interchang­
ing vie ws with them, I deter­
mined to rnn-ke an assault on 
the enemy's works at daylight 
next morlli ng, But ,luring 
the nigh t a despa tch was re­
cch'ed froIU Genel'al Brudley 
'r. J ohnson fl'orn ]le tH' Balti­
more, that two corps had al'­
l'h'cd from General Grant's 
army, anti that his whole army 
was pl'oba,bly in motion. As THE BATTLE OF WINCHESTER-RICKETTS'S ADVANCE AGAINS'l' RODES'S DIVISION ON THE MonNING OF SEPTEMJmn 19, 1864. 

It wa s n ot 10llg after Gen­
eral Grant completed hi s fi rst 
campaign in Yil'g illia, and 
while he W!i S ill front of 
P etersburg, that hi s ntteu­
tiol) was called to till s famous 
scat of ~id o issues between 
Union and Confederate ar­
mies . 'Vitlt quick military 
instillct he saw tha.t the val­
ley was not usefu l \"0 the 
Go\'el'nmcll t for aggl'cssh 'e 
operations. He decided tbnt 
it must be mude untenable for 
either army. In doi ng thi s he 
reusoned that th o :lchantage 
would be wi th li S , who did llot 
'nmtit, as :t SOlU'ce of supplies, 
nor us a placo of !trms. and 
ngaill st the COlll'e l1cmtes, who 
wunted i t for both. Accord­
ingly, iustl'lu:; t iollSWCl'e dl'a WII 

u p fo l' cn I'I')'iug On n. plan of 
donu. la t ing the \'all c\' in n. 
way leas t in j urious to thc 
people. 'l'hcsc ill~ tl'uction s 
which Wore intcn ded fo;' 
Bunter, Wero destined t o be soon :IS it was light enough to Bee, I rode to the 

front .. a nd found the j)al'apet lined "ith t roops. I 
had, thc1'efore, relucta.ntly to giyO up all hopes of 
capturi ng Washington, after I had :ll'rh'ed in s igh t 
of the domo of the Capitol , und giYen tho Jo"edet'nl 
authoriti es a. terribl e fright . 

Some of the Northern papers stated that, be· 
tween Saturday ::!.ud Monday, I could ha vo eutered 
the city; but on Satul'c1:ty I was fighting at MOIl­
ocaey, thir ty-five miles from Washiugtou , It forco 
which I could not leave in my rem'i mlll,tftm' di s· 
posing of t ll:1t force and moving as rapidl y as it 
was possible fOI' me to move, I did not arri ve in 
front of the for t ifi cations until after noon on Mon­
day, und then my tl'OOPS wero e:xha ll sted , and it 
l'equil'ed t ime to hring them lip into line. I had 
then made a march, over the circuitOlls l"ou to hy 
Charlot teSville, Lynchbul'g, and Salem, down tho 
vaHey und through the pa!o;ses of the Souih Moun­
tain, which, notwiths ta nding the delays in dealillg 
with Hunte l" s, Sigel's, and Wallace's fO J'ces. is, for 
its length and rapid ity, I believe, witho ut n. p!ll'allcl 
in this 01' Illl Y other modern war. My small force 
had been th l'ow"n up to the " cry wall s of tho F ed. 
eral capitnl , north of a I'iver which could not be 
forded at any point with in forty miles, nnd with n. 
heavy force Ilnd the South Mountain in my rea r -

the passes turough which mOllntain could be beld 
by a smaU number of troops. A glance at the map, 
wben it is recollected that t he Potomac is n. wiele 
riveI', and na"igablc to Washington for the largest 
" essels, will cunse the i ntclligent r eader to won dol', 
not why I fa iled to take Washington, but why I 
had the audacity to approach it as I (lid, with the 
sma ll fo rce uncleI' my commancl. I t was supposed 
by some, who were not iJ1formed of the facts, that 
I elehtyed in tho lower valley longcr than was 11eces_ 
sal'Yi bu t an examina tion of the fol'egoi llg uurmtivo 
will show that not one moment was spcut in idle­
ness. I coulc1 110t move acl'OSS the Potomnc alHl 
through the passes of the South Mountn.in, wi th 
any safety, unt il Sigel was driven froIll, or safely 
honsed in, the fOl'tifi c:l.tions at Maryland H eights, 

After abandoni ng the idea of caphllillg Wash. 
ing ton I determined to remaiu in frout of tho for­
t ifi cat ions dU1'in g the 12th, und retiro at nigh t . 
Johnson hud burned the bridges oYer Lhe Gun. 
powder, 011 the Harrisburg and Philadelphia roads, 
threa.tened Bal t imore, and sta rted for P oint ]Jook­
out; hut the attempt to release the pl'i sonel's wus 
Jl ot made, as the enemy hud receivcd notice of it in 
some way. On the afternoou of the 12th a helwy 
1'econnoi tel'ing fo rce WllS sent ou t by the enemy. 
which, nftcl' severe skil'mishi ng, wns driven back 

by Rodea's divi sion with but slight loss to tiS. 
About dn.rk we commenced retiri ng, nnd did so 
without molestation. Pnssing through Rockville 
and P oolestille, we el'ossed tho Potomac at 'White's 
Ford , a.bove IJecsblll'g, in L ondollll Coun ty, on the 
1ll0rllillg of the 14th, bringing oIT tho prisoners 
capturcd at Monocacy, a.nd our enpt ti red beef cattle 
and horses, and everything else, iu s:tfety. 

SHERIDAN IN THE SHENANDOAH 
VALLEY. 

BY WESLEY MERRI'l"l" MA,TOH-OENERAL , U. S. V., 
BHIGADIEH.-GE'SERAL, U. S. A. 

COlllll1 :ultlillJ; tllo Flr"t J)h'l~jQU of Cavall'Y. 

U p to the sUlllmcr of 1864: tho ~hennn (~oah Val­
ley had not hecn to the UllIon armlCS n. fot'­

tunn.to place either fOI' bn.ttlo 01.' for strategy. A 
glance at the map will go far tow(ll'Cl explai ni ng 
this. The valley hns a general (lil'ection £l'om 
souLhwest to nor theast . '1'bo Blue Ridge MoulI­
tains, formin g it s eastcru banicr, nrc well defined 
from the Jamcs Rivt'1' above L ynchb urg to Har­
pcr's Ferry on the P otolllac. l\[tUlY passes ( in 
Vil'gini ll. culled lIgaps ") made it ensy of access 
from the Confederate l)ll.se of operations ; and, bol'-
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carr ied out l)y another, and how well this was 
accomplished it is Illy purpose to recount. 

Hunter's failure to C:1ptllre LYllchbtu'g in tho 
sp l'ing of 1864, and his re tl'eat by n. Cil'cuitoll s lino 
opened the vfllley to General Early, ~"ho had gono 
to the relief of Lynchburg. i\Ifll'cll.lllg dowu the 
vall ey and taking possession of it without se rious 
oppositioll E~~rly t Ul'ued Harper's F erry, ,vhich was 
held by u.'Ullio n force under Sige l, arid crossed 
into i\!;\l'ylaucl at Shepherdstown. 'l'ho governors 
of New YOl'k, P Cllll sylvani3., and Massachusetts 
were called on for htwdl'ed-days mell to ropel the 
invasion , and latcr the Army of the Potomac sup­
plied it:; quota of \'e tcruIlS as a nucleus around 
which the new lev ies could rally. General Early 
marched 011 \Vashington, and on the 11th of July 
was ill front of r·he ga.tes of the capital. Tho fol­
lowill" li:w, after a severe engllgcment in which 
the O"~IlS ~f Fort Stevens took purt, he withul'ew 
his f~l'ces thl'ough Rockville and P oolesville, and, 
crossin" the potomac above JJeesblll'g, entered t he 
Vnlloy ~f Virginia through SnickelJs Ga.p. .After­
ward, crossing tho Shcnnndoah at ~he ferry of tho 
sumo name, he moved to BerryvIlle, and thcre 
aw~t i ted de\'elopments, 

Aiter the immedia.to danger to ,\Tashington had 
passed it became a questio~ with Geneml Grant 
and the :J.u thorities in ' ·Vashington to selcct an of­
fi CC I' wbo commanding in the valley, would pl'e­
ve nt fUl·dlCl' danger fl'om invasion. After varioll s 
suggestions, i\I(l,jOl:-General ~hilip H. Shcridt.m wus 
se lected t emporal'lly for thIS command . His per­
manent occupation of the posit ion was opposed by 
Secretary Stanton on the ground ~h~~ he was too 
YOUllO" for s tich impodu.nt responslbllt ty. On the 
7th of August, 1864, Sheridan assumed command 
of tho Middle Mili ta ry Divis ion , uud of tho army for 
the protection of t he yalley, afterward knowu as 
the "Army of the Shenandoah ." 

Niltlll'nlly, on assuming command, Sheridan 
movell wi th cantion. He was incited to this by h.i s 
ins trllctions, and inclined to it by his llllf:unililll'ity 
with the countl'y, with the command , and wi th tho 
enemy he had to deal with. au tho O1"her !lI\ud, 
E :I l'iy, who hnd nothing of these to leUI'll, Sltve tho 

mettle of hi s new ndyel·sury, was aggressive, and 
at once manalln-el'ed with a. bold front, seem ingly 
am.:iolls for a battle . The movements of the first 
fow days showcd, howevcr, thnt Early was not dis­
posed to givo ba ttlo uuless ho could do so on his 
own conditions. 

On tho morning of t he 10th of August, Sheridnll, 
who had massed his army at Halltowll, i ll front of 
Harpor's F erry, marched towltrcl t he one my's com­
municatiollS~ his object being,to occupy En.l'ly's lino 
of re tl'cnt und force him to flght beforo reinforce­
ments could reach him. '1'he march o[ my cavnlry 
toward t he Millwood-Winchester rond tll'ollght us 
in contact with the enemy's ca ... ah·y on tha.t rond, 
and it was driven toward K ernsLo\nl. At the same 
time n. brigade under Custer, making :t rccon.nois­
sauce on the Bel'ryville-"\Vinchcstel' road, cnmo on 
tho oll emy holding n. defilo of the highway, while 
"his trains and infantl'y wero marching toward 
Strasburg." As soon as the retrc:tt of the enemy 
was known to Geueral Sheridan the cavalry was 
ordered to pm'suo and harass him. Ncar White 
Post, De\' in came upon n. strongly posted force , 
whicll, a[ter a sharp fight, he drovo from the fiold, 
and the di"isioll took position on t he Winchester­
Fl'ont Royal pike. The same day my divi sion had 
asevereafTail' with iufn-ntry 1I0a1' Nowtown, in which 
Lhe loss to my £ccolld brigado was considerable, 

au tho 12th of August, tho enemy 11 aving retircd 
the night befo re, the eavah'YPul'sued toCodarCl'e(lk, 
when it came up with Early's rear-guard I\nd COII­
tinucd skirmishing until the al'l'ival of the hend of 
the infantry column. '1'he uny following, the re­
COllnoissanco of a brigade of cavnJl'Y di scovcrerl the 
enemystrollgly posted at Fisher's Hill. About thi s 
t ime Early received his oxpected reinforcemcnts, 
General Sheridnn, being duly iuforlUed of this, 
made preparations to retire to a positiou bettcr 
suited for defense and adapted to the changed 
condi t ions of the s tl'Cngth of t ho two armies, . .. 

About 2 P. ?I I. on t he 16th an uttnck was made 
... which I'esultcd in the battle of Ccdarville .. , , 
'rhe COllfedel'ates wero thrown in to confusion and 
reb 'eated, leaving 300 prisonel's, together wi t h two 
st!tud of colors , . . . 

~SO\·crn l . otller engagemcnts took pl ace bet,wee n tho 
troops of General Sherid:llI ami Gencral £n1'ly, lelLving 
Sheridan master of tlIC si tuation. ] 

On the 12th of September Shcridan hnd tele­
g~'aphed Gl"tlnt to the effect tha t it was exceedingly 
d.LOleult to a Ltaek Early in hi s position hehiud tho 
Opequon, which coustituted a formidltble barl'iel', 
t hat tho crOSSings, though numerous, we l'e deep: 
and tho banks abrupt and difficu lt for an attacking 
forcei and, in general, thnt he was waiting fo r the 

2B:l 

chances to change in his (:-1,\'01', hoping that Early 
would either detach troops or take some less de­
fensiblo posi tion, His cautioll was fortunate at 
thi s time, and hi s fearlessness nud hardihood were 
suOlciently di splayetl t hercartcr. In lho light of 
cri ti cisms, thon , it is curious that the worlcl is now 
inclined to call Shel'idllll reckless and foolhurcly, 

At 2 A, M. of September Hlth Sheridan's army 
was a sti r under ordel's to nttnek EIll'ly ill front of 
Winchestel' . . .. At da,ylight Wil son advanced 
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across the Opcquon, and c:ll'I'iclI the earthwOI'k 
which covercd thc defil e and captured part or 
the foreo that held it , Tho infantry followed ­
Wrigh t's corps fi rst., with Getty leading, a nd Em­
ory next, Between two and thl'ce miles (rom the 
Opcqllon, \Yl'ight e:tmo lip with ,Yilsoll, who was 
waiting ill the cal'l lt wOl'k he had ca,p tureci. '!' here 
the country wa s suitable for tlle deployment of tho 
column, which commcncml fOl'miug Hue at once. 
Ramselll', with tho bulk of tho Confederate artil­
lery, immelliately opened 0 11 \Vri :;:ht's t roops, and 
soon tho Union gUll s wero in position to reply. 
Wil son took position on the left of thc Sixth Corps. 
Then follo\\"t'(l a. del a~- that thwartcd the part of 
thc plan which con tempbtcd tho destruction of 
Early's :lI'my in detail. Emory's command was 
crowded off the road in its march, and so dcl!lyed 
by the guns :ll.ld tI':tius of tho Sixth Corps that it 
was slow get ting 0 11 tho Held, and it was lI01I1's be­
fore the lillcs we]'e formell. 'l' hi s delay gave t he 
Confederntes timo to bring up the infan try of GO]'­
don and Rodes, Gordon, who firs t arrived, was 
posted on Ramscur's left neal' tho Red Bud, and 
when Hodes u1'l' i\'cd with three of hi s fOl1l' b rigadcs, 
he was ,g-i\'(:'ll the center. 'fhis cha nge in the situ­
ation , which necessitated fighting Early's army in 
his chosen position, d id not di seonccrt the Union 
commander , H c had come 011t to figh t , and tho\lgh 
chafillg at the ullexpected dclay, fight he would t,o 
the hittel' ond, 

In the mean time the cava.lry, which had b ecn or­
dered to the r ight, had not been idle, Moving at 
the same time as did the rest of tho army, my di.i­
sia n reachcd the ford s of the Opeqnou ncar the 
l'aih'oad cl'ossing at curly dawn, Hero I fOllnd a. 
force of cavalry supported by B1'cckil11'idge's in­
fa ntl'y. Aftel' sha rp skirmishing t he s tream was 
('l'ossed ftt t hree tlilJOl'ent points, but the ellemy 
contes ted OVOI'Y foot of the way beyond. 'rhe caY­
alry, however, hearin g Sheridl\ll'S g uns, and know­
illg the batt,le was in progress, WIl S sn.ti sfi ed ,\; th 
the work it wus doing in holding f l'om Early a con­
siderable force of infantry. Tho l)attle here COII­
tinued foJ' some hOUl'S, t he ca.valry making chargcs 
on foo t 01' mOlinted according to tho nature of the 
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country, and steadily though s lowly driving tho 
cnomy's force toward ,Yiuches tcl', l"inallyBreck­
inl'i<1ge. le:willg one brigade to assis t the cavalry 
in rctarding' Olll' advance, mo\'Cd to the 11elp of 
E:u'ly, tH'l'iving on the fleM about 2 P. M. 

It was 11:30 A . :M, before Sheridan's lines were 
rendyt.oad\':U1ce. 'Then theymovod fo rward, En1'ly, 
who had gathered :tIl hi s n,vuiln,blo s trength , met 
them with:t lTont of firc, amI tho battle raged with 
the grcatcs t fury, The advnnco wns prossed in the 
most resolute manner, and the resistance by the en­
emy boillS e(Jua ll y determiucd and both s ides fight. 
ing without covel', the casualties WCI'O very grcat, 
Wrigh t's infantry forced Rn.m sCllr and Hodes stcad· 
i1y to thc 1'car, while Emory on tho right bl'oke the 
lef t of thc c ue my's line and throw it into con­
fu s ion, At thi s time tho Confodemto art illery 
opened with cauister at short rn.nge, doing fearful 
execution, 'rhis, coupled with the wenl{cning of 
tho center n,t the junct ion botween Emory and 
Wright . and with n. ehm'ge delivered on thi s junc_ 
tion of the lincs by n. part of Rodes's command, 
j ust arrived on the field. drove back the Union 
center. At thi s critical momcnt Uussell's di\'i-
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sion of \Yl'iglIt's cOI1)S moved into the bre:).ch 
on Emory's left, and , s tr iking tbo flank of tho 
Confederate tI'OOI)S who WOI'O pursuing Grovel', 1'('­

stored t he lines and stayed tho Confederate ad· 
vance. 'rhe loss to both sidcs had been hc:).Y)". 
General Russell of the Union army, and Gencrals 
l~odes and Goll,,;u of tho Confedcrate, wero among 
t ho kill ed. 

A lull in the battle ll OW followcd, which Gcneral 
Shcridan improved to res tore his lines :ul(I to hring 
up Crook, who lInd not yet b ccH engaged, It had 
bcen tho original pll1'pOSC to use Crook on the lcft 
to assis t Wilson's eaya.Iry in cutting oII E:ll'ly's re­
t rc:tt toward Newtown, But the strcss of battle 
compclled Shcridn.n to brinG' his 1'eS01'\'O in on tho 
li no, nnd accordingly Crook was ordered up on 
Emory's right" onc brigade extcnding to the Horth 
of Red Bud Creck. At t.he samc time Emory re­
formed his lil\es , placing BI'eckiJl l'idgo's commll1l{l 
in 1'csorve. At t hi s timo i\[el'l'itt, who with J1 is 
cn.VI\1t-y had followed B I'eckLnl'idge closely to the 
fi \~ld , approached on t ho le ft real' of the Confedcr­
atcs, d I'i vi ng their flying and broken c:wull'Y through 
the infantry lines. 'rho e:wn1ry Ihen chal'ged 1'C-
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peatedly into Early's inra nh'~·, first sh'ikillg- it in 
tbo l'car, and afterward fa ce to fa ce a s it ehan .... ed 
front to repel Lhe attack. 'l'hese atta('ks '\~l'e 
made by the c;wnll'Y without any knowledge of the 
s tate of the, bnttl c :xcep t what was apparen t to 
the ey:. Fn'st Denn charged with his bri g-all c 
l'otul'Illng to rully, wi th three battle. fh::.gs and on;' 
three h undred prisoncrs , Next Lowell cl ·· I 

·tt l' b" I 1.11 gee WI · 1 IlS rl ga( e, .c;l.pI'Ul'illg flags, prisonel's , and 
~ wo g UllS, Aftel' ~lllS the entirc ('ii'; sioll w:t s forlllcd 
,llld charged to gw e tho final coup. 

At the time of thi s last charge the Union iufantl'\' 
advanccd along tho clltil'e line al,d tI, . e fi ", ' r . . '-' -nCIll'- ('l . 
III ( Isorder from the fie ld, Ull(ll1jght alonc ( fol' i t W' IS 
I!OW dark) sa\'ed E :lI'!Y's arlll)" from capt.ure . , , ' , 

Eal'lr rct-reated to Fis hcl" S TIm '1 . 81 ' 
Ilerentcll him in ba llic 011 tl lc c, ... d ~~1:~11 ~ ;e~'ldllll ll ,!.!'aiu 
t.he war uII the "all ey as far n;-Stall:t~~,g mu hotlr all 

,':'ll~~l t:lC al'mY COlU1J1 Cll eell its retUl'n march, the 
C,l.Hllt) "as deplored across tho YalIe b " 
destl'o ' t k: " y, Ul'lllllO', 
, . ywg, 01' :l 'lng' awn.y e"cl'ytbing of "n1uo e , 

IIkcly to becomo of YaIlIe, to tbo enemy, It . ,0,1 
severe lll: aSUl'O, and appoars SO\'ere1' "now i ~ a~ .t 
lapse of hmo i but it was llecessar)" as • Ie 
of 

" 
.• " TI < ,~mcasUre 

1. 10 country was f1' 'tf 1 
parad_~se of bushwhackcrs'a nd ~1:le l~:'{ll~~l(l was, thc 
comnHtted numCrous lUUl'dcl's 1 , . The) bad 
cl'ueltyon all p:l1'ties weal-el~l~; "anton ncts of 
OmeCl'S and lllen l]ad bcc • ~ . lan, t hemsel vcs , 
011 the roads, while 1)]'O~~~l;~l l'Clel'~~lthlll coill blood 
tl' 1 l lUg " l out a gU'1 'cl HOUg I au apparently pe 'l' fl' 1 
thoughtless had been l ~lI'ed ~ c~ n cou ntry. 'rhe 
when too late that " f 0 lOuses onlY.to find , 

, . .~ 00 was COne 1 I I 
rcady to take their lh'cs 'f tl' . 'ea et t ler(' , 
I t is 110t woudet'fuI tll ~ l\1 tl ~~y Id ld not SU]'I'cntl er, 
Work tho destl'ucl'io'n eon't " '1 t Ie c:n-ah'y sent to 
t" I' cn1p ated did n t ttl line 8 Irlllk from the dl t ' I' 0 a lat 
cl'cllit thn.t no l)e1'8011al I? 'I t. IS greatly to their 

. VIO cnee 0 ' 
was e\'e1' rcported , Cyen b . ,n any Illhabil'Ull t 
vallcy f l'om Stauntoll to ~~hel1' cnemies , The 
pletely de"astatetl an,1 II lllchester Was Do m-

, . , . le 'lrlU' tl 
cnpymg that Country I l' les 1el'eaftel' oc-
their supplies. Ther~ is \~~tl~O look elsewhe l'e fOl' 
enough was left in tho doubt, howcycl', thn t 

COUll tl')' f01' tl,e s llb " t . SIS cnee 



of t he people, (or this,pbcsides b eil1g contemplnted 
by orders, resulted of llccessity from the fact t hat, 
while th o work was done hmTiedly, t he citizens 
had tlmpio time to sec rete supplies, and did so. 

Ou tho l'ctU1'Il of the army after the pursuit of 
the scattered remnants of Early's force, General 
Sheridan p lnced it in posit ion a ll Cedar Crock 
north of t h o Shenandoah , Crook 011 the left t Emory 
in the ccntel', a nd Wrigh t ill l'CS(' l'YC . '1'11 0 crwalry 
was pluced on the flanks. '1'110 occupation of Collal' 
Croek w ItS 1Iot intcntlcd to be pCl'mancnt j thoro 
worC many serious objections to it as ~. positio n 
for de fense. 'rho approaches from all POlllts o f the 
enemy's sLI'Onghold at Fisher's Hill worc thl'ougll 
wooded ravines in which the growth and 1I1llIuln.­
ti ons concea led the movcmcnt of Iroops, and for 
t h is reason and its pl'ox imity to F isher's Hill tho 
picket s protectin g its front ~~llld not be thrown, 
withOll tda ngcrofcapture,s llfilclClitlyfa1'tothefl'ont 
to gi ve ample warn ing of t he :l<l.,·ullce of tho encmy. 
\Ve b::wo a ll'eadyseen how Sh el'HIun t90kadnl1ltage 
of li ke coudi t ions at Fish cr's Bill. Early was now 
contemplating thc surpri sc ~f his ant~go ni ~t . . 

On t he 15th General Sheridan, tukmg With hnn 
Torber t with parL of the cavalry, s tarted for Wash­
in rrton t he desi('11 being to send the cavalry Oil a 
0' 0 • "t 'fh" t mid to Gordonsv ille and ncml y. . e .lI·S. camp 

was lllatl e lIen r Front R.oya l, from Wl~ l Ch ~Olllt the 
ca \'nll'Y was retul'ncd to the ann y, It bClllg COII­

s idered safer to do so ill consequence of n. despatch 
intercepted by OUl' s ig na l OmC~l'S from t he enemy's 
stiLti oll 0 11 '1' hrce 'I'op MOlllltaJ11, .n~HI fo rw;'ll:dcd to 
Gen eral Shel'i dnll b y Ge ncral "right, 'llns des­
pa.tch was :lS follows : 

"'fo LIE OT E:--.\);T·G I':S E II .\ L E ,\ 1: 1" Y : B ? rca(~ .\·_ to ~no, ... c 
IlS ROO ll as 1lI.\' forccs Join y OIl. 1l1.l ll we '\ ~11 c l lI ,.. b , IIclI_ 
(lnn._ L OSOST UEET, LlcuU!llHuj·Gcllcr:ll. 

In SCIlLUJlg bnck tho en"alry .General. Sltcl'icln.n 
Wl'otc to Gcnel'a l \'\ri ght, dirceLlIlg cau t IOn on ] ~lS 

O t1 "'t l,e Illi rrh t b e duly prepal'ed to res ist pnl't, s I.. '=' '. • • 
tho n,ttack in case t he ubove d~spfi,tch \V.I S gCIlUlll e. 
Sheridan continncd to 'Vasillngt~n, and the ca~'-

1 ne,l ,'ts station in the h ne of de fense ,It :l l'y l'eSUl -' . . . 
CC~IU1' Crcel\. At t his time everytbmg was (lUlCt -

suspiciously so. . ' ' .. 
On tho l Gt h Custer made a reeonnOissance III Ill:; 

front on tho back road, bu t .found 110 enemy out­
s ide the lineS at Fisher's DIll . : . . On the l~th 
reconnoiss:1JlCeS on both fbllks discovered no Slgll 
of n. movemell t by tbe e llem)~ . . . 

'l' he re sult of thc d estructIOn o~ supplies 1lI the 
Valley W:IS no w being felt by E :ll'ly s t roops. About 
,', 1 " ' ,'J·tes· II I was JlOW compelled to t hiS t llno Ie . . . f 

, 1 I' [·01' Wtlllt o f Pl'OVISlOnS und 'omge, or mo\ e )ue \. - . . . . 1 t1 1 f 
I, t1 omy in hi s pOSItion Wit I · IC lope 0 

:tUILC \. Ie e n . I t tt k" " l ' f,'on1 it· 'wd I determ me( 0 n no . (h'l\'lIIg lIlll , < JI 
, ,t s """lc by GenCJ'nl Gordon and a. stu -} rom l'epOi . ' . 

oO'icel' who ascended 'fl~r~e Top hlounta~ll to rccon_ 
I10itcr the U n ion pos lbon, and t~IO lesult of a 
reeollnoiss:lIlCC made :I t t he same t1rne_b.y Genera l 
Pegram towll1'l1 the rig ht f1n.nk of tho Uillon army, 
Gelleral E:u'ly concludcd to attnck by secretly mov­
, f 'co to t,n'u Shel'idau's left flank at Cedar 
1lI~ a. 0 1 ' I 

Crcck. 
'l'he pla n of this attack was carefully mndo; the 

routes the t roops werc to p urs ue, cvon ~fter t.he !)at­
tlo had comme nced, wel'e cal'efll ll ydeslgJll~t~~I. r .be 
atbwk was made at ell rl y (l:t.Wll. Th,e ~tIl p l. I~~ '\,Il~ 
complote. Crook'seamp,anda ftcrwaldEmol ,) s: nns 

T il E SU n:PIUSE ,,\ '1' CEDA.R CHEEK. 
Fnlln n wm··llmo 8ke[cll. 

'I'l l(' 1"1!! [1! or 1111' II IC[11I'c Rh .... \\·~ til l! COnfel1('1':l t o ilallk lng CfJ llllll ll ntlack ill )!, the \1'fI or tllf' Kill1'I('l'lltl l Cnl']'S from 
tho r ea l'. Tho U l1 inll !mllll!!. af l e l" a ll c tc l" llll1 lCl\ r C!!IS!ll ncc , [11 01;: Jlosl !lol1 nn t Il<: (lute)' 81 ,10 of t heil' riU"' I'!t>\. 

attacked in flank and rem', und the men and oflicers artillery, ill conjunct ion wit.h Umt of the enemy. 
driven from t heir beds, mall Y of t hem 1I0t lllLviug was t urned 011 t.hem, :~lId long b efore i t was light 
the t ime to hurry into their c lothes, except as they enongh for theil' eyes, llnnccustomed to th e dim 
retreated bnlf awake aud t error-st ricken from t he light, t.o distinguish fl'i ell(l f rom foe, t hC'y were 
0\'c11)ower ing' numbers of the enemy. 'l' he il' own IllllTying to 0111' ri ght and r eal' in tent only on thcir 

VillW ON THE VALLEY ·l' URNP rK.l>: WIIE I{}: S HERIDA N ,JOl ::s' ED 'I'H B ... UtMY AT CEDAR C IUmK, 
F rom :1 "lmlogTHllh IHI;cu ill 1&&;. 
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safety. "Wrigh lls infantry, which was fnrth el' r e­
montl from the point of attack, fared somewha t 
bet t er, b ut did not offer more t han a spasmodi c re. 
s istallce. The cllyalry 011 the right was on the 
a ler t . The rule that in the ilDlDc<ii:lto presenco of 
the enClIly the cavalry must be early prepa red for 
att ack result ed in tho wbole First Dh'ision bciug 
up ",i th bl'enkfnst partly finj sh ed, a t t h e time t he 
aLlack commen ced. A brigadc sent O il l'ceonnois­
snuce to the l'ight had open ed wi th its g UllS some 
minutes b efore the mai.n a ttack on t ho left, for i t 
had met the ea.vaJr )" SOllt b y Early to make t\,dcUlon­
s tmHon 011 0 111' right. 

'fho dis illtegra t ion of Crook's comma nd dill not 
occupy mallY minutes. 'vitll a. fo1'cO of the c ll cmy 
pnssiug through it s camp o[ slcep illg lUe ll , and an­
ot her powcrful column we l1 to t hcir real', it was 
not wonderful that tho mcn :lS f:ts t :lS they were 
awakened by tho noise of l.mttlo though t firs t and 
on ly of saxillg t he mseh es il'om desh'tletion . 'rhe 
a<h 'anee of Gordon defleetcd tbis fleeing ilu'ong 
from the main road t o t be renr, and they passed 
0 \'01' to t he right of the army nnd fled a long tbe 
back road . Emory m:lli e an nttem pt to fo rm line 
facing along th e main road, but the wavo of Gor­
don's advance on hi s left , and the thunders of the 
aLtack along tbe road iTom Stra sburg, rendered the 
position untenable, and he was soon obliged 1.0 
withdrnw to saxe hi s lines from eapture. 

At thi s t ime thel'e were hundreds of stl'ngglers 
moyin g: off b y t.he right to the ren r , lind all efforts 
to stop t hem p rO\'ed of 110 :tYHiI. A lino of ciwall')' 
was stl-etched across t ho fields on (he righ t, which 
halted and formed a. respectable fol'('c o[ men, so 
fal' as Immbel's wero coneel'lled, h ilt these fi ell 
and <l isappc:l l'ed to the. rem' li S soon as the forco 
which held tbem was withdj 'a.wn. By deg rees th'9 
st.i'ength of the battle d.ied awny. 'Iho infan try of 
the S ixth Corps ll~flde itself felt on the a tlnlllcc 
of the cnemy, find a sort or coufidence among 
tho troops "'"h icb bad not fled from the field 
was b cing restored . A bl'ig:ldo of em'nll'Y was 
ordered to tho left to in tercept tho el1 e llll"s ad­
vance to 'Vinchestel'. 'raylor's ba ttery of artillery, 
be long ing t o the cayah')", mo\'cd to tho south, and, 
takin g position with tho iufllutl'Y wh ich was reUI'­
iug, opened on tho enemy. 'fh o artillery wi th the 
ea,va lry WfiS t he ouly artillery left to the army. 
'rho ot he l' gUlls bad eithel' bccn cnphlrell 01' sent 
to t he re:ll'. 'l'hi s b attery remained on tho in­
fa n try linos, a.nd did mucil toward impeding the 
cnemy's advRll ce llnt il tho ct~"ah'y chunged posi­
tion to t he Wincbester-Strasburg road. This 
change took place by direction of Genem l Torbert 
abonLlO o'clock. In making i t t ho eavn lry marched 
t.hrongh t h e bl'okeu masses of infan t ry d irect to :1 
poi ll t on the main 1'oad northeast of Midd letown. 
The enemy's a r tille ry fire wns terr ific. Not Il. man 
oC the c:tvall'y left t h e ranks u nless he was wounded, 
and everything was clone with the prec ision a nd 
quietness of tl'oops on pm·ade. Genel'lll l\fenit t 
infol'med Colonel W arner of Getty's division, ncar 
which the cavalry passcd, and which was at thnt 
ti me following the general rehont of the al'm~', of 
t he point whero t he ea.vnlry would tnke p osition 
nnd fight" und 'Wam er promised t o n otify GencI' ll1 
GC'tty, and no doubt di d so, fo r tha t, divi s ion of th e 
Sixth Corps n(]vanced to the position Oil t h e 
cavah'y's right. Then Devin and L owell charged 
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Cautry, 110t to b o out· 
dono by t h e m ouuted 
m en, moved fOl'wul'd in 
qui ck t ime alld cbu l'god 
impetuously t h o lines 
of Gordon, which i))"okc 
amI fled, It took less 
time to (lI' ivo t ho 0 11-

omy frolU tho fi e ld l Imn 
it had for them to tuke 
it. 'I' h ey seemed to 
fe el tho Changed con ­
di tions in t h e Uuton 
ranks, for thoir di v i­
s ion s hl'oke o ll e nftel' 
:Inot hel' a nd di sappear­
ed t oward t hoir I'cal'. 
'1'he cavalry rode ufter 
t hem a nd over them, 
until night feU and 
e nded t h e fray at the 
foot of :E' isbel" s Hill. 
'I'bree battlo-ilugs :lIld 
twenty-two guus w er c 
added to tbo h'o phies 
o f the cava lry that day, 
Early lost almost nIl 
hi s al' ti llel'ya lld trains, 
besides ovel'ytlling-that. 
wns captured il'OIll t he 
Union army itt the 
moruing . 

LIEUTENANT·GENERAL JOHN n, GORDON, C, S. A, 

Tbevictol'ywas d c ltl'­
ly bough t , Tho killed 
or mortally wound e d 
in cluded General Bill­
well aud Colonels 
Thobll l'lI and IG tc hing, 
besides m tlllyoth cl'ofli · 
eel'S and m ell, Among 
the killed in tho final 
charge by th e e:.w alr)' 
at Cedar Creek wus 
Colonel Charles Rus­
sell L owell, H o h ad .1"1·0)111 a 11ltolugl"1iph. 

and ll!'ove back th e adva n cing Confed erates. 
L owell dismoll.nted his b rigad e and h eld some 
stone walls whose posit ion was suited to d e fense, 
D evin h e ld on to his advance g round, H ere the 
cllcm.r's advancc Wil S checked for the firs t t ime, 
Ilnd beyond this it d.id not go, 

The e n emy's infn.lItl'Y sh elter ed themselves {-rom 
Our caval!'y attac ks in the wood s to t ho left, and ill 
the inclosllres of t,li e town of :!\licldle towlI, But 
thoy ope ned a d e \rastatiug fire of artillery , '1'his 
was the s tate of affairs when Ge n eral S h eJ'idnn 
arrivcd , 

Stopping a t Winchester ovc r night on the 18th , 
on hi s way from Washington , General She ridan 
he a rd tho lIoiso of the battle t h e following moru­
iug, and hUlTied to the field . His coming r estol'ed 
con fide n ce, A c hee r from the cavalry, which 
awakened the echoes of the valley, g]'eeted him 
and spread the good n ew s of h is coming over the 
fi e ld, [ See note at cnd of artic le.] 

b een wound ed earli e r in the day, bnt had d eclined 
to lc ave the fi e ld, 

'I'hc bn.tt Ie of Ccdar Cr eek h us b een immor tu li zed 
by poets llnd hi storians . r1'ho transition from de­
fe at, rout, a n d confusiOll to ordor nnd victory, and 
all thi s depe nding ou one mu,n, mad e tho country 
wild with enthus iasm, 'I'h e vietory was a, fitting 
seque l to Winchester, no g lorioll s prelude to Five 
Forks ::nul A ppomRttox, , , , 

NOTES ON "SHElHDA~'S HIDE,H 

In his" Pcrsonal Memoirs" (New York : C, L, Web .. 
ster & Co" 1888) , Vol. n., Gcneral Shcridan says that to­
ward 1> .\. :\1. of October l!llh wo1'l1 was brougb t to him 
tnt Winchester) ot' tllC artillcry-ttring a t Ccdar Creek, 
Betwecn half-)l!lst 8 and !l o' clock, whi lo ho wn s rillill" 
nlong thc main s tl"l'otot' Willchcster, towlll"lICctiUI' Creek~ 
the dOlllca uor of Ihe people wbo sllowed thelllseh 'es at 
the wlndow8 Cflll\' in ce<1 him that the ci tizcns hall rc­
cclvcd "ccret iurOimat ion f rom thc batt le-Ueld, " ami 
wem illl'lll'tnrc;; o,-cr SOIllC good I1OWS." The nal'rnU,'o 
t·o nlinl\CS: 

" For u s llo]'t dist ance I tra\-cled on thc l'Oad, bu t 110011 
foumllL so hlockrd with wagoll!! awl wOHmlc" IlH' 1l Ihat, 
m y J)]'UI;'·CSS wus iIllPC(\(!ll, nnd I was fOl"cel1 In tn l;:o to 
thc lI(tloi niug fi e ld s TO make has tc, ' . , 

GENERAL CUSTER'S I)[VI SION JlETIHING FUOl\[ .MOUNT JA CKSON, OC'!'OBER ";, l tiG~ . 

I lIlct It elia illaill tlig-gillg" his heels into tho Ahlcs of his 
jntlcll horse, amI maki ng for the rcnl' with nil llossiblo 
spccd. I th·cw lip fo r au in stnnt, find Int)nll·CII of hlll i how 
maU el'i! \\'C"C going atthc frollt, 110 1'01l11c1l, ' Everything 
Is lost; Imt nll will 1m ri :;ht wllru yOll ,,;et Ihel'O'; ret, 
lIotwillH, tnnding this 0:qll'e8sinll of confhl ellce in 1IIC, 
Iho lI:1I'''On at once resume(l hi .'; brealhll'/~8 pace to the 
rcal', At Ncwtown I wasobJi ged to m:lkc 11 ci l"t'ui L to Ihe 
left, to get around thc " ilIa ge. 1 coulll !lo t pass throll gh 
il, Iho s trcots werc crowdeil, bilL meellng on this d etolll' 
Major McKinlcy, of Crook's "tatl·, be s lll'call th c lIeW14 of 
Illy I'cl111·u through thc mollcy Illl'on~ tll el'f', 

"Whell ncal"iugthe Valley pike, jll:<t nortll of New10wll, 
I E<aw abouL three-fourths of a mile W('8t Of th e pike 
a hotly of troops, which p ro\-ell to bc nickells's ami 
"'heatou's <Ii\'isiollS of the Sixth Corp.'~, alllllhell lenl'ned 
til at the Nillcteeuth COrll!; had h ailed :~ little to the righ t 
awl rcur or these ; but I dill not stop, tl e;;!I'lng to ,:::et to 
the extrcme f l'Olit. ConUmliu g on para llcl with the llil;:e, 
1I11on t midway beLwcen NC\\"tOW11 :lmI Mldll1etown I 
c1"OIIscd to t,lle wcst or it, :Imi a littlo Ililer cam c 1111 in 
l·C:I1' of GClty's tlh-ision of thc Sixth COI"1)S. Whcn T :II" 
rivell, Il]i s tliyi ;;iou :lnd the ca,'alry wcro thc only troOI)!! 
in tho IIl"eScncc of and I'C I< Il'Ling- lihc encmy; they WCI"O 
11l1plll'cnl1y Hcting a f! n· re:l l"-gwml at n pOill t. nlJOllt !"I I]'CO 
miles Horl Ii of tho line wc hold nt. Ce(ln l' Crecl' WhCll tho 
hn t.tlo bej.!a11. GCllcrnl Torbcrt was Lll e flr."' t otlleer to 
mect, mc, sayiug as ho rode lip, 'My GO(\! I lUll glad 
Y OIl 've come.' , , , 

point a 14 my lIcatlquart('l·S, , . , Re turning to th c plnco 
wherc m y headquartcrs hml bee H e81nhll8li e tl , 1 met 
n car I hem Rickell s 's (liylsl oll, 111ll1c l" Gt' Her:ll Keifer, a1l(1 
Genc]·al F l'a nl;: Wheaton';; dh·lfl ion, hOlh marChin g tn Lilc 
front, Whell t.h e men of thcse di\"i;;ioll s Sll\\' m c they hc' 
gal ~ cill'eriuj.! and look n p the tlonhle-q ll icl;: to lli e fl"Ont. 
wh ile I Curued back towlInl Get!,)"s \lue to point out 
where thesc rotul'llillg 1]·0011.'; should ho placed, 

.. .:.\.\I this hat! consullIcd n brt·cal dcn l o f lilllc. null 1 
conclwlcll to vlaiL ng-ain the 110i1l1:, til the east or tho Val. 
ler }liI;:e, from \\'he l"~ I hnd Ors t ohsel'Ye<l thc enemy, to 
sce ,,:hat he .wns doms, .Arrh·etl t hcr c, I cOllhl plai nly 
sec lulU gcUm;; .rcady fOr nllad;: , :null\Irljor Forsy lh 1I 0W 
suggesled thnt It wonld \.If' well 10 rhl e alou)::" the line of 
battle bcfore Ih e ellemy :l!,sailetl liS. for althong h tbe 
tl'OollS hud learned of 111)' r eturn, but fcw of theul hall 
sceu IIlC, Following hi s 811g-gC8tiOll I s tarted ill heilitl(l 
the mcn, but wlleu It few IlHCCS had beell taken I cl.ossed 
to the fron t, hnt in h lUlt1, passed :t1 01l g" thc cntirc lon g th 
of tho il1.fnlltJ'r linc; nud It is from t hi s circumstancc 
thnt many ot' Hie oOiccl's :llld mCIl who t.hen rccci " ed mo 
wilh snch hcnrl"illess huye s incc 811111l0scd tha t Ihnt was 
my 1h·8t at)J1c:~ral1co 011 the fi eld, But at letl.'<.t Lwo houl'S 
hud elapscd 8111 CO I reached the grollnd, for it was nrtel' 
lIlhlday when tlll !,! inoi(lent of l'itiill A" dOWll t he (].out 
tou\;: plncc, n1l(1 I arrh'cd uot lal er , ccrtnlnl.\', t h flll half­
pust tcn o'clock." 

Gell eral Emory sars ill. hi s " Nl\ lTn tl"e" : 

H e rapidly m a d c t he chnllgcs n ecessUl'y i n the 
lines, and th e n orde re d an mJvaneo, 'rhe otlvnhy 
Oil the le ft ch Ul·ged d own 011 the e nemy ill th ei'!' 
rl'ont, scattel'ing them in all dil'ectiolH; , 'rhe in - .. My fi rs t hnltwas madcj ns t nor th 01' Ncw!.owu, whero 

" J1Ulllling my horse o\'er tho }iuQot mils , I I'odo to t he 
crest of the eloyatiou , aud thero, IlIking otl' m~' hat,. t he 
Ul ell I'OSO UJl fro m beh ind thcil· b:lrl'icadcs with ch ecl's of 
recognition. , ' . I t hcn tll.l"l1ed bad;: 10 the renl' of 
Gctty's dh·ision, :Inll a s I calllO hehlnd It a linc of regl· 
mcntal lIags l'08C np out of tho /,rt·ollllli. ns It seomcd, to 
wcleome me, They were mos tly the cnlol'ii of Crook's 
tI·oOI}!>, who had beeu II tampcdcd nnd sClI tlr l'ed ill tho 
s llrpriso of thc morllill~ , Tbccolor·benrcr;.; , 1] 11\'lll g with­
fl l.ooli the llUnjc, had forllled hehi ml tho 1I"410)lS or Getty, 
The line wit.h tlieeolol's was largel)' eomp0l<ctl or Om Ce1"8, 
HlIlOlig whom I rccoguizcd <';oloucl H. 11. ll nYC l<, alneo 
Pl·ri<i<1eut of the Unitcd Statcs , 0110 or the 1)I'I;;a<1o com· 
manuers. J\t t he close of thi;j illcicl('ut I c l'O.\laCiI th e lit­
tle 11II1"1"OW \' lllley, or l1e lll'es;< ioH, ill I'en l' of GCll ty'S line, 
nll(I.IlI ;<11lfllluling 011 Ihc ollpoalt c Cl·CSt, CShlhlishell lhn t 

" This electri~ IllCSSage [rom Gencml Sherida n put 
~"err . ll1au eulllS fect .. , , Vorl' SOOll the pieker!l. came 
I~, qlllekly followed by the eucmy's iufa ntt'l' , Our tlI'Rt 
hne [G rover] then ro~o 1111 ell IIIftsse n nd d eliyel'e ll tlleir 
lire, and the cnomy lllSl1lll1cllred, Thero was 1I0t n souud 
o~~ ~lIus~c~?r g uu fOI" twonty minutes fOllowing. Tho 
l~ lrst, D IY ]slon was dClllo:.ct1 to th e right or thc Seeond 
and the clm rge conllllcneed. . , , Tho oncmy r esist cd 
nt o\"ery strong fCllec and ditch nnd ot ll c l' Obs tnele witl 
b'"I'cat bravcry , bll t s till tho line ,,"wellt 011. TI F I ~ 
nrl g:Hlo ,(CololI.el Edwin P . DlI\' i>l ) of th e First ~~vlsl~n 
(DWight sl , wl ~lch Wli S on tho oxt l·emc r ight. wllh lIupar­
an cled illt l'cpullt,), aud lI ectllci'ls cOlUpl e tcly Cll\'OIOIlCd 
the enclll Y. S? that olle hour hefore tho Sun I<e! , .. tho 
troops wcre lIl , C01~11)l eto c01umaml . , . of t he C Ull] 1 
tho} lind oeellll1 e(l lll I he IIHH.uin:;." , 1 
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UNION BA'l"'fERY NEAR DUNN'S HOUSE, PETEHSBURG, 
FI'OIn a war_ti mc l ,hol ug l"lI l'lL, 

THE SIEGE OF PETERSBURG, 
AN D THE BATTLE OF THE CRATER. 

Tho Unioll I;O" C1" III11Cn t ohta.i ucillL foolhoht in sOll th­
easterll Virginia til' the Confcderate aba ll{lolllllcll t ot 
Norfolk ami Sllfl"ol k, dminl,; McClcllan's adnl1lce ~IP tho 
Peninsula. in J8G2. Peter!;bur g, h~)\\'e,'-cl', was all 11Ill?01'­
tnn t link: iu I he lin e of comllllllllcatJ o1l6 bctwccn RI ch­
mond and tho (':l I'olinas, ami was ca\'ly ll!nccd In astute 
of defeTlsc, 

]11 Allril,1 8G~, GClJc\':l1 Bc,J\U'egal"l~ :I!;~lIU1cd cOI~Hlalld 
of t llc ConfcllCI·at.o llcpartmcnt wlucll llIel udcd 1 clel's­
burg, and bcgan to collect fO l'ccs ~'orn tl,IO, coa,!< t for OJl­
el'alious along th e James Ri\'cr, In ~! l lIcIJlaIIOIl of .UIl 
attack by Grout sO llth of RJohmoml. Smmlt:mcous With 
tI mOYOlD cnt ot tho Al'lllY of the Potoma c.: frOIll the 
R~~idn.lI' May" , I ho ,L\ .I'my of tllo Jamcs, undcr GCIlCl"t11 

B. F. Bntlcr, Auiled from Fortrcss l\lolll'Oe II)) .T allies 
River, aUl I seized City Poin t a nd l1Cl'llluda ~ IUlltlrcd. 

The cavalry dl"I AiOllllnticr Gcucl'al A. V. Kl\ llt z,II Ii1l'ch-

TIlE 5 mG E 01·' I'ETEI~SllunG,-I. SIl A.lII'-SI.I UOT­
I;: U!:i Ol' Tim I.I NI·; OF Til E l '; IGIIT~: I,: !'1TII 

COHI'S, 2. IIIVO UAC Ol·' Til E 1'1.1"'1'11 

COll I'S Il' TIll': lUl~LE-l'ITS. 
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inS' from Sufl"olk,joi ncd on tho 10th, nfter destroyin g" Iho 
bridges on tho We1410n road, south or Petcrsbtu'g, ami 
dcl u,yi llg reill forcelllcnts tor Beanl'egn l·ll . After int renclL­
iug Bel'llll11la lllllUll'Ni, Bntler destroyed the railroad 
between Hi ciulloml aH(11~etcrsIJUrg, a lLli 0 11 the l:Jlh ami 
Htb h is troops curried :L port iLJ II of tho firs t Iinc of do­
fenses at DI'ewl'Y's llillfr,., ncar Hichmoml. 011 the IGth , 
UeaUl'eg-:u'd nltacked BnOel' alLll forcet! him bad: to his 
intl'e Il C hlllellt~ in the lHll'l'OW llecl( of lanel between the 
AllJl01LHlttO X HILtl tJl(l .lames, Bc:uII'c/-;,n l'll iutl'cm;hed ill 
frou t or 1311tJel' ill [\ manucr whkh onabled h im to IlOld 
tho liuo willi :~ sli ght fo rce and SV:LI"O tho bulk of Ilis 
army fOI' the defeUi:!C of Ri ciunoll(l. The Eig-h/ccuth 
Corlls of Uutle!"'!! arm.r reinforccd Gmn t at Cold Hm'­
bor [sec p. 2;i4J. 

On JU lie 9 nntier scnt the Tenth CO L'll!>, \lllllel' Gcncral 
Q. A, Gillmorc, aud Kaut z's e:l,' all'Y to ultnck Pctorslmrg 
lscc followIng]. Gillmorc ami Kautz rcturned to BCr­
lIluda. Hu ndred aftcr thcir fl'uitl cJ:ls Cl'l'flllll. Wltlle tlLc 
ArTIl Y of the PotolllflC was crossill g the ,Tamcs on the 14th 
and 16th ot JUlie [sco p. 255] , Smi tll's corp", which b ad re-

Jo incd Butle l', ma l'ched on Petcl'sbu.l'g a nd assaulted 
tIlc outer lino of defcnses l3.le 0 11 thc 15th, earry_ 

lug thcm fol' a. dis tance or two mileJ:l lIud a. hnl f 
in tho Ilorthcast of the cit y . ErlllI COC!{ alld 

Burnsido I"caclted the 110M that night, and 
Oil the nigh t of tho 16th tho assaults were 

rcnewcd, and Ilortiotls of tho Confcd· 
Cl 'nte sccond lIue wero captured. 

HESERVOlR HILL, WUErm KAUTZ'S ADVL\ NCE WAS STOPPED, J1J~m 9, 186.t, 
T Im 1! IIIn'~ of i' llters \JIIl"g aro scen 1.0 tlto l ort of \ h e r cservolr, 

111 frullt uf til e I'CliCI'\'oi!'ls tho 1":1\'l no tlf r.10IlLOllllllt'8 Cr eek 
\\lIIt cll ch 'cic!! \110 ca.<;tCl·u oll t skll"ts of the ci ty a1ul 1111'01'11011 

MeanwhIl e, 13calll'eg:tnl had stl'cngtlH' ncd the garrison 
by drawlug t roo!}s from tho defcnscs of Ricbmond, 
On Ihe lith the Firth Corps rcached Pctersburg n.nd 
th e assa ults were IlI'cssctl all a long the line. Burn­
sidc ca rrlell nn (Jtl\':mccd posltloll nml iutl'oncbelt I t, 
though loslllg he:iyi!y in the O}lcmtioll . Ou tho 18th 
Leo's tl'OOll!i :lrl'h-cd, :111(1 th o Un ion aSsfllllt s made thnt 
day with b~eat vigol", eSlleci nll y by l1a llcock, wero de­
cislvcly rCJlul !<ed. Sioge lincswel'e thclI established aud 
brt'ndllally extcmled cast and sOHth of t he clt.y . Butler's 
iull"ellcl\(·tl }losil"ion at Bel'mudJt llmltll'Ctl bCClIlllO l~ 
basc (01' cx tolHlcflll lo\'ClIlcnt s north li t th o .Tnmcs,whielL 
g"l"allna li r cu\,elollcd Hichmoml on th e cas t , 

FIRST ATTACKS ON PETERSBURG. 

BY AUGUST Y. K.:l.U'l''I., BH£VEl' l\fJ..Ton-GEN­
EBAJ~ . U, S. A, 

C tJlIIlIlalUlillg 1111) Cavalry Di\'lgioll , "\!"IllY or t ho James, 

TElli Ciwall'Y Division of the Al'my of the James 
Wa s ol'gan ized in th o Ja st days of Apl'il , 186-1, 
'l'hrollgh the personal applicat iOIl of Lieuten­

ant-Gene ml GmIlt I was solected :w d l)l'ollloted to 
be I3l' igatiiel'-Gc neml oC Voluntee r:; to Oi'gallize and 
COlllm1ll1(1 it. I found tho troops of whi ch itwlls to 
bo mado lip oncamped in rCllr of P ortsmouth, Va. , 
pickcting tho linc of the B lackwater Hivc l', on tho 
20th of Apr il. A s first organ izcd i t was :ll'r:lnged 
as follows : First I3rigade, 3d New YOl'k, and 1st 
Dis t r ic t of COIUlllbi:L C:walry, Cololle l S. H. Mix 
commanding, Second Brigade , 11th and 5th P elllL­
sylvtl,nia Cavalry, Colonel S. P . S petH' eOllllllulHUng. 
A secti on of 3-inch rifl es of the 4th Wisconsin Bat­
tery wa s t c mpol'arily a ss ig ned, Tho d iYis ioll nUl11· 
hcrcd less t han 2800 mcn, all laid, , . ' 

On th o ni gh t of th o 8th of June, Gelleral Butler 
lHwing perfectcd:t pl:llt fo r th o captu re of P et el's­
b urg, tho e:wal l'y mo\'ed ill conjunc tion wHit a. 
b r igtlllo o f. whit.e troops unde r Colonel J, R. H :twley 
and :t pad; of H.iuks's e olol'ed clh' is ioll; the wh ole 
cOltlllllllltl ctl by Gellc r:tl G illmoro. '1'11 0 illfa u lry 
was expee1cd to thr Cll.tell P etol's iJIII'g fl'o!ll th o City 
P oint road, w hil e tho clL\'ahy maLlO:L d6t.Olll' to the 
J erllsa lem pla llk.road , wher o tho c ne my's line was 
believed 10 be weak. It was ngt'ecfl that if the 
cavall'y clI rl'i ed thi s lillO, Gell cl'lll Gillmore was to 
assa ult th e !i ll e ill his f l'ont. Tho d istance th o 

lhc COllfellcrat es :'l. cOllocalcl1 nUll COII" CU\cu t wily by Which 
eI ther Wlll~ of thcir lili es cOIIlLl LJO "clllfol'cctI IJ)" t rOOjlS frolll 
tho othc l'. (From a photogrllpll m lli l o I u I SS~'. ) 

(!(1vaI I'Y had 10 march l ook IIp more time than was 
:lutic ipa ted, and the l in e was )lot Cllnied uu t il just 
\)efol'o n oon of the nth. anll Genel'al Gillmol'e, h a\,­
ing oxhaus ted his pa tience, Wll S fa r on his way 
back to City Point a t tha t time. Tho line, \\'he l'o 
the J Ol'us:llem 1'oad c ntered i t, was helt! by about 
t wo hundl'cd Second Class mililia , and wns easily 
ca rriell, and Lnd the iuf:llltl'Y been at hand to sup­
p ort t ho clw,lil'Y Pcter8UHl'g could h:~,-e becn take n 
aJ!(l h eld at this tim o. 'fhe CIL\'ah y Divis iOll, how­
C\-Cl', had only about thirtce u hUlld red sCl'viceable 
llIe ll 0 11 th is occasion: allll could 110t h old the ad­
Y;llltage gained \\ithont s utlieicllt i ll fnntl'Y SUppOl't. 
The ll(h ':lll ce pcnetl'atctl to tho water-works, where 
it was confron tcd 1»)":t baltel',)' i ll ))ositioll, .mel the 
1'ear of t he c,l\-alry was tlll'e a teJlcd by t he (, lI emy 
hol(ling the liJle 0 11 th e City P oiut front , and wus 
the rcforo compeUed to r et iro with tho captul'ed pri s­
ouel's, Ilnd l'etul'lled to I3el'lllucla, Hunch'ed , whe l'e 
wo :ll'\'ive d ufter dal'k. Shortl y aftel' thi s affair 
GenC I'al Gi llmore was rclie \'ed from th o eOlllm:ind 
of tho T en t h Corps. 

On the 15th of J une, the Eightec n th Corps under 
Gelleral "7, p, Smith ha"ing I'ojoincd Butler, aftcr 
i ts detachment to Cohll:Ia rboI', ullothcr effort was 
mado to tako P etersburg, with tIus d iffcrence ill 
th e plan, that whil e tho c :Ivalry should dis tract the 
c ll emy as milch a s p oss ibl e ill the dil'ection of Ihe 
J e l'lIsa lcm ))lank-l'oad, Ihe Eigh teen th COI'PS Wll S 

to cl\1'\'Y the line on tho City P oint s ide, The etL\"­
ahr, h:Lv ill g (hi\"e n in the e nemy's pickets all the 
Cit y l )o int 1'0ad, move d 10 the le ft an!l was e ugagell 
tl lO e llt ire day exposellmaiu ly t o :11'1 illery fire , with ­
out :lny apparcnt action 011 the pnr t of t ho Eigh­
tccnth Corps . "'0 bel ie\"Cd Olll'sel\"(~s a gn in desCl'tecl , 
and at sove n ill the C\'('Uill g th o eaxa ll'Y was with. 
dl'awn, :oul the COI UIIIII was just fairly 0 11 th e rc tUI'II 
Wh Cll the )I oi ~e o f th o a SSlllll t so IOll g ex pcetetl 
hroke UpOIl IL S nbollt foul' mil es to 0 111' right. It 
was all O\'e\' in no few mOIll (' lI t~ , and , ns we subse­
CjucllUy learned / Ge lleml Smith had ca l'l'i ed the en­
tire line in his fron t . '1' ho Arlll'- of the PotolUa~ 
bega n t o al'l'iYe on tho ni ght of the ]51'h , an d was 
on ha ml to s upport tho Eighlcc lIth COl'PS ill th e 
posi1ion it ha d captured .... 
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REPELLING THE 
FIRST ASSAULT 
ON PETERSBURG. 

BY R. E, COT,STON, mUG A­
DIER-GENElUL, C. S_ A. 
PI'o"I~lonlll COlllllllllulcr of the 

Post of l'Clerll lmrg. 

\. T the cud of April, 
1l.. 186.J, I was transfer­
red from tho Departmcnt 
of Georgia to thn,t of \"i1'­
gill ia :lIId was ass ig ned uy 
GCHel'al H. A. Wise to the 
l)!'O\'isiollal command of 
the post of P etersburg, 
which 1 had :llrcady held 
1'1'0111 Jallua]'Y to ~larch, 
1863. Gellcral \\"ise l'etu l'Il­
ed to Pet(>l'sburg a bout 
JUIlC 1st , ;tlld I I'elliained 
therc while waiting for 
u]lOther assigllUlcnt. 

At that time thc lines 
eoye ring Pctersburg 011 
t he south s ide of the Ap­
pomattox formed a. semi-
circleof n ball t eigh tmi les, 
doyelopment, resting upon the rivet' at each ex­
t remity. 'With the exception of n. few lunettes aucl 
redoubts at t he most cOJllllJan(ling positions, they 
were barely marked out, and n. horseman could 
ride O\'CI' them without the least difliculty almost 
everywhere, as I myself hatl clone day after day 
[01' weekt; just befol'c the fight. 'l'hey difTered ill 
IQlu froUi I he shortened :ulll formidable \\'o!'l~t; COIL­
s tructed latel' byGencrall..eo1s army. 

On the !)th ofJ line the lines were entil'oly stl'ipped 
o[ reguilu' troops, wi th the exception of \Vise's hri­
g'iHle on 0111' ext l'eme left, and of Sturdivant's bat­
tcl'Y of [0\11' gilliS, En!'y othel' regiment had becl! 
ordered across the J ames to aill General 1..('0 011 
the north s ide. A few skeleton compauies oC hOllle 
gwu'ds (Ie~s tha.n 150 llIen) occupied the redoubts 
half:L mile fl'om the I' i\'cl' 011 the left, whid] WCI'C 
:trilled with llCayy artilll:! I'.Y. Thcll came fL gap of 
:t mile and :L hal f 10 lUlIctl-e ]6: occupicd hy i.lO 
homo glllucls with 4 pieces of s lafioJl:\I'Y al'lillcl'Y. 
One mile farrhe]' to the d ght we]'e two howil )';crs of 
Stul'll.h-ant's b:tttC1'Y j one mile farth CI' st ill were 
lunettes 26, :!7, :llld 28, :Lt the jut'el'seetion of 1 he 
lines with tho J erusalem l'ont1 ; bllt neither there 
nor for foUl' miles lUore to tho r ive]' 011 0111' ri ght 
was there a man or gu n. 

During the night of JUlle 8th- Dth Gcneral K:llltz 
auel Colollc l Spear, with fOlll' rcgiments of c:\\-alr.r 
ami 4 pieces of arlillel')'. crossed the Appomaltox 
on a pontoon-b"idge, :lVout 7 miles velo\\' P ct('I'i;­
bu]'g. and on the morni ng of the !)lh th('y matic! 
their appenrauee ill front o( lhe left of om' lill(,S, 
wuile the P ederal gun-boats opelled :L he:l\-y Ih'e 
upon Fort Clifton nlH1 at her POSil iOll s 011 the rh-('r. 
'1'he nlal'ln-1>ell was rung ill the ciLy about 0 o'clOck. 
alld evel'v lIlall able' to shouiller :L l1H1sket hur]'ied 
a nt to nl~ lilies. Colonel F . H. Archei', a vetcran 
of Ihe Mexican war, who had connlHUlded Il Con­
(cdemte blLttaliOll ill my bl'igade ill 1862, bu t now 

liEADQU,ARTERS OF GENERAL GRA....'\T ... L,\D BASE OF 8UJ~PLillS. CITY POlNT, ON THE JAMES IUVER 
F I'IIIU :In oll·i,alntlng. 

cOlilmanding the Home Guards, haslened to take 
position at luncttes Nos. 27 and 28 011 tho J el'Usa­
lem I'oad with 125 men. T his forco was composed 
of Second Class HeselTes, men exempted from 
activo service on account of ago 01' inJirl1lities, and 
boys lmeler conscription age, who hnd had 110 mil. 
itary training, Very few of them wore :t uniform, 
:l1ld they were armed witli inferior muskets and 
rifles, f~r all the best arms had to be resel'ycd fOl' 
troops in the field . 

At the first sO llnd of alarlU I monnted my horse, 
hastenetl to report to General "-ise and to olfer 
lily sen'ices_ He thanked me warmly, say ing lhat 
he was just going neross lhe l'i\-er to bring up the 
1'cser\'e in1'an!t·.r as promptly ns poss ible, Logether 
wilh othel' rein(orccments, and directetl me to lake 
cOlllllla, .. 1 of all lhe forces ill tho lilies and use 
1hem aceol'!ling to my jullgmen t. with only one 
specifio order, vi)';., that IUllelto No. 16 must bo 
held at allr hawnl. He added a s he turned his 
horse's hel~Ll : flFol' God's sake, Geu(>l'll l, holll out 
fill I cOllie back, or all is lost !" 

At IUllette No.16 I found tho men at their gUllS, 
hut the (,lIemy wero lIOt yet in sight. 'fhey lllHI 
recOllnoitered from a disblllce IhepositiollS on Our 
left j seC' ing he:,L\-y gu ns on the "'''9rks, und l]Ot 
uware of: tho vcry RmaU number of the <lef{!lIdcl's, 
t hey had eOlllillued thcir reeollnoissanee toward 
the right, nearly hidden from o ur yiew hy the 
woollell aull undulating char:1<' ter of the gl'OUllll. 
'Se had 11 0 scouts or mOUlltetlmen to scnd ou t fat' 
in(ol'lnatiOIl. I had heen at lUllette 16 :Lbout nn 
hOllr, anti it was neal'ly]1 o'c lock, when t~ cOlll'iel' 
al'l'h'ed (om Pcterghlll'g with a 1I0te fl'OIll Gelleral 
"-isc, saying that the enellly wel'C at\Y:lllcing by 
1 he J crll salem road UpOll Colonc l AI't~hel"s position, 
:11](1 tha.t r('ill(orcemellts we1'e on the way. I left 
Ill)' aide, Lieutcnant J. '1' . 'rosh, in commUlid nt 
IUlletl"e Hl, with orders not to leave that posit ion 

unt il l'elieved. I galloped Oll alouo toward tho 
Jorusalcm ron £1, and when half-way thero I hcard 
the rattle of lllusketry from that po int, Being 
jll~t then at t he position of St1ll'div:t llt's sec tion, I 
ordered tho sergeant to bring on oue of h is howit­
zers to IUllette 28, and hastcned tow:Il'd it, catch­
ing gl impses of Federal cfL\'all'y st ill JUo\-iug to our 
right, parallel to our in trenchments. AlTh'ed at 
hmetles 27 allli ~8 I found that Colonel Archer hall 
di sposed hi s small foreo yery judiciously in the 
low trellches. A wagon had been o\'crtul'ned 
ncross the road and, together with n. IHl.s1ily built 
rail-fence, fo rmed a pretty good b:ll'l'ieade. A 
detaelnnent of Federal cRvalry had just made n 
spirited charge and been checked by this obstrllC­
tion and by the scuttel'iug fire of the milit ia . Sev­
eral dead horses, some s:thers nutl carbines, and It 
couple of prisoners were lhe tol, ens of Iho rep1l1se, 
autI the Blen wel'e in high ~pirils al theil' snecess 
in t his Ihcir first fight. It was cyidcnt, ho,,"e\-('I', 
that lhe enelllY hnd only been (eeling the position 
and WCl'e preparing fol' :t 11101'0 ser ious nttnek, 
'l'heir line was visible 011 the eago of Ihe woods 
back of the Grego)'y house, amI Oul' slender !'auks 
were extended to the right and left to pl'esellt nn 
equal fron t . In:t few minutes tlt e howit)';er tlmt 
I hncl ordered up came in sight and was welcomed 
",it'll cheers by our men . I placed it in lUllette 28, 
anll took my position ill the trclLchcs, which dill 
no!' co'-er liS more than waist-high. 

YelT SOOIl an ad"anee was malic l)y Ihe enemy's 
dis llloullted skinn i ~h ers . whilo n, mounted line in 
close order appeared hehind the Gregory house. I 
imp]'essed upon lhe In CH the lI ece!':-:ity o( holding 
their lire ullfilthe ellemy wel'(> at close range, nnd 
this direction W:1S well ob~el'\·(.'l1. But Ihe howit­
%cr opcned fire and Ihe F ed(,l'al Rkil'mishers fen 
back under covel' amI commenced:t continuous tire 
of small-arms. A lIumber of fhl'il' mcn hat! t aken 
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position iu Ihe Gregory 
house :lIld were shoot ing, 
from the windows and 
from the galTet, some iil·­
ing ihl'ough openings 
1ll:lde by knocking ott the 
sh illgle~. I directed the 
artillelT se l'ge:lllt to se]]~t 
a few shel ls nt the house 
10 lli slodge thCIll , but tho 
distance was tiO shari that 
t he shell s lJasscli through 
tho buildiug be(ol'o ex­
plo.ling, and fa iled to set 
it 011 lire as I had hoped . 
::\l canwhile the mounted 
line, SO]II(' thrce hundred 
yal'll s u:lck, p l'esellted n. 
templing' ltI;n·k and I told 
the s(,l'geHllt to gh-o them 
eanis1(']'. To my intense 
Yex:tlion he l'cplie tl ihat 
he had 1l0t tt s ingle eharge 
of canistcr with his piece. 
I then (lil'cctcu him to 
shell the lllowlt.ed line, 
but soyeral shells passcll 
O""el' tho lino find hlU'st 

harmlessly beyond it. I no\\' ordered him t.o cut 
the f use fit the clos('st notch, .nHll, pointing the 
piece myself very low, I lunl tho satisfac t ion of 
see ing tho shell explode jnst in fl'ont of the line of 
eantil'yand mako a gl'eatgnpin irs l':llIks, causing 
its illlllle(Uate reh'eat. 

All this time the bullets wcro flyiu g Hueomfor t_ 
ably thick :lHd close, but I saw 110 s ig nnl of tmother 
:lch·:'IIlee. l\[eanwhile our nH:> nJ c losoly hugging the 
low breas tworks nUll holtli ug back thei r fire, were 
sufferiug no harUl. I II about half lIlI hOur a can-
11011 shot was lil'ed fit us, t hen :luothel', followed 

MAJOR-GENEHAL M. C. BU'TLER. C. s. A., 

CommnmUng acn\'(\\rYlJr lglule tlurlug the siege or Peter Sbu rg. 
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vmw OF TITE CONFEDE RATE LINE TAKEN UP BY GENE HAL BEAUREGARD, J UNE 18. FROM A P Ol NT ON T ITE UNTOX l)ICKEl' LIXE TO 
THE FRON'!' AJII' D LE FT OF FOU'1' E J.\SIU~ LL. 

by others in qui ck s uccess ion. 'rho Cllcmy lwd 
pa,u sed while waiting fOJ> the al'l'h'al of their bat­
tery. So fa 1" from be ing di 1:imayed, the bmve ci\'il­
ians ill'Ollnd m e, with Coloncl .lh che r a.t t heir h ead, 
offered to charge t he hat lol,)" bu t r kn ow t ha t the 
lUomc u t they left the 00 \'01' of the trenches to er08S 
the open g l'ollJl(l they would be destroyed by the 
breech-loading ca rbines of tlt e d ismollnted men 
supporting the ba t tery :lJld fal' ovel'lappillg Dill' 
front. O lll" on ly IIOpO was i ll de lay. , .. 

But the eud was YOl'y nem', 'rhe enemy, shel­
t e red hy the Grego!'y h01lse aml t he d efectivc eO n­
s t r ucti o n of 0111' wor1;:s, which a llowed approa ch 
under coyer to within fifty .ral'l1s, r cdoubled the 
fire of t he ir s kirmishe rs and artillery j "while n. line 
ill ope n or der, overlapping both OIU' flanks, all­
va n ced, firing mpidly, The bl'flx e mili t ia lU S­
clllLl'ged t.ilCil' pieces at c lose range . Numbcrs o[ 
t lle m fell k illed 01' wounlled , allll b efore t he S lll'­

"ivors could r e load the enemy t.ul'n ed O il I' le ft flank 
and mOl'e of Olll' llI e n fe ll h y bullets that sl rll ck liS 
in t he rear fl'OIll lunett e No. ~G , whi ch we hall not 
had Jll e ll e uough to OCC llpy. Yet thos e h eroic e i t­

i 7.e llS he ld t heil' g l'OlllHl. III th e h eat of UlQ figh t 
I pic ked up a nd di scharged a t the e nemy two 01' 

t hree of the JUllsl, ets dropped by Olll' fall en men. 
,Ve \\'ol'e /l OW h e mlll e d in 0 11 throe s ides, amI only 
a nUl'l 'OW p at h leading throllg h fl ll alJl'llpt l'Ildlle 
offer ed :L wa y of escape , '1' he ho wil'i': e l', whi ch 
contillll etl i ls (he to t he la st, was capt ured whil e 
l imbel'ilw up, t he hOl'ses be ing shot ill t he ir tra ces, 
nnd t wo ~Irtill cl'.rlll e ll killed, Some of t he m ili t ia 
we l'o ldll ed 0)' w Olllld e ll wit h th o bayonet 01' car­
b in e bll tl~, ll nd Illany wOl'e ca ptu red, OUl' sha t­
tered r C' lrlll nu ts madl~ theil' way down and a cross 
t he I':w i no and r e- (Ol'med a t my conll ll a Illl on Heser­
yo il' H ill , ill order, it' 1lceded, to SllPPOJ't G )':lham's 
baHen', whi c h ba d just fil'l 'i\'C'd :llltl uillimbe\'cd 011 
t he to i, of the hill. 

A(U.! I' d r iving II :' JI'OIl1 Ihe I'l 'en ehes Ihe e nem)' 
pa,used :L\\'hil e 10 call ill Iheir di s mOIlIl1"elI 11,1(' 11 alit! 
to seud 1.0 the il' I'C:ll' Olll' wonnd C'd and pn';oncl'S, 
They Ihe n fo rm ed in m o unl"ed C01UIIlI! , wi th n, few 
m es't hl'own fOl'WHl'd in open orde l', TheY:Hh-anced 
UpOIl t he main I'oad , e \id e ntl ~' :xpeeting to e ntc r 
th e c it y without I'm'tl l!? !' opposlhml. 

'1'he mo m ent" gain (' ,l at !'I uc h fp:ll'f lll eos l' ba l'cly 
g :1.\'c t"illl e [o \' Gl'lIha ll1's b:dl'cI'Y to C I ' O!'l~ the h ridgc. 
'!'hey came up Sycn mo l'e SITccl· n,t full g:lllo p :llIcl 

Fr'Olll :L si;ct c JI 1\1;1<\0 III 11156. 

uillimbe!'ed 011 th e s ummit o f Hrsel'\'oir Hi ll jus t a s 
the head of the Fedm'a l column was comillg do\\'n 
the opposite slop e into the hollo\\'. '1'hc bnUcl'Y 
ope ncd fil'e , aud with rll,pidi ty nnd pl'cc is ioll hul'i ed 
a storlll vf shell and calli s ter UPOll the npp~ 'oach ­

ing cavnl!'.r, The e nemy, who thoug h t themseh'cs 
a lrcady in possession of the ci ty , halted in s llr­
prise. Bul just at 11Jis 1l10ment, whil e they "'ere yet 
hesitati ng , Deariug 's c :~\'all'y, whi ch haa followed 
aftel' GI'aha,m's hatl'cI'y, ehnl'ged UPOll Kaub:'s a nd 
S penr's co l umn with ilTcsistible impctllo~ity, '1'he 
h ttc!' wheclell n.hout J hut I'c-[orm ed o n Ihc top of 
the 1]('X t hill nnd gall:w tly elldcfl.YOl'ed to make n. 
slnna thel'c, h e ing jo ined by another column a d­
nmcing upon the BlallClfonI road, But t h is :'Ll so 
w a s checked by n. seclion of Sllll'di\'rLnt's battery, 
whi ch cam e on the ir flank from :lllothC\' ron d , 
U n cl eI' th e (iJ'e of artill ery and the cha rge of Dea r­
ing's cfLnt ll 'y tho cue my rctrcated , 

THE BATTLE OF THE PETEllSBURG 
CRATER. 

BY \\'ll.LfAz,( H, P OWELL, MAJOH, U. S. A, 
Alile ,clc,camp 10 Gelle l'al Leclli o clul'ill t; tilt) charge at, the 

e m ler, 

By Ihe a ssaults of Juno 17th and 18t h, 18G4, Oil 
t he CO llfe li c l'at e wor ks .1.t P ctC'l's blll'g, the 

Nin th COI'PS, ulld e r GenomI BUl'Il s ide, g:lill ed an 
:ul\'allcod position beyond lL dee p cut in the l':d l­
rontl , with in 130 YUI'ds of t he e nclllY's main li ne 
nIHI confrOll l ing tL s t l'Oll g work cnUed by the C Oll­

fetierates El lioH's Sa lient, :llld some t illlCS P egram's 
Salient. I II r elll' of that tllh':\nccd position was 
a d eep h ollow, A few tla,ys after gaining t hi s po­
SitiOll Lieutenant-Colonel H Cllry Pl ea sauts , who 
ha d been a mining e ng ineer an d who belongcd to 
t he 48th Pellll syly:tIIi:L Yoilluteel's, composed fo l' 
t ho IllOSt part of millers from t he lI pper Schuylkill 

coal region, s ugge~t­
cd to hi s diy is ion 
COlllltl:lllcl cl', Ge llc rn l 
Hobcl't. B. Pottcr. th e 
poss ibility of run­
nin g n, mine under 
oll e of the enemy's 
fo r ts in fl'out of th e 
dee p hollow. '!'hi s 
propos it ion wa s s ub­
mitted to General 
BU1'l1siti e, who ap­
provcd of the mea­
s u r e , find work was 
eomm C' nced 011 the 
~5 1h of JlIll O. If e \'C'1' 
l L man hLbol'ed lIlLlI er 
di sall\'nuhlges, tllnt, 
ilia II was Colonel 
PlcnsHnis , In hi ::­
t e!:; tim ollY be fo l'e Ihe 
COlllmit tc e Oil the 
Conduct o f t he "-a I" 
he sa id: 

CAHRY ING POWDl;; B '1'0 TElE MINE. 
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.. lII,\' r cg imellt wn s 
OIlly about fOll l' hlln-
11I'cd ;;trou g'. At (h'st I 
('TlI Jl I(l~'cd but It ff"" 
men at a time, hut th e 
IIUl ilhol' wa f! in (}\"C: :J scII 
a s the work III'o;:I'e8>'cl1, 

': I 

BREVET nHrGADIER-GENE RA 1. 
HENRY PLEAS,ANTS, U, S. V, 

linn! at last I hall to Ilse t.he whole regim ent - non,com, 
missiolled omcer,; a nd all , l ' hch-'l'cntdi Uic llILY 1 had wus 
to dispose of the material got, ont of the miue, I fo llutl it 
im110ss ible to get a uy :ls;.: is lnuee f l'OIll a uylJOlly ; I hnd 
to tlo n il the work myself, J h:u1 to l'emo\'c all the ca rlh 
in old c l':lel;cl' bo xes j I got 11ieces of hicko l'r amlllailcd 
011 the boxes in which '\\e r eceh'ed our Crackers, :llHl 
thcn iroll,clad them with h OCllS of iron takcn frOIll ohl 
llork :nlll heel ba rrels, , , , Whenevcr lill a de allllliCll­
tion 1 cou ill not get any thill ;';; although Gcneral Bul'll-
8le\c was vc r y fa\'orablo 10 il. T ll c most importaut 
thint; was to ascertain 110w far T II:Hl to min e, beca use it 
I fe n s hor t o f or went be:,olH\ 1he IlI'oper p lace, the ex , 
plos ion would hm'c uo pt'a ctical c ffe c t. Thel'efore I 
w:tnted an accllrate iusll'\lI l1cu t with widell to maim the 
n eccssarr triaugula tioll" , I had to malw them ou the 
f:J l' t.i lcSt front line, where the cuemr's sha nl,shooters 
cOlI.ltll'eaeh me. [ could not J;et t hc i.n strmlleutI wnuted. 
although there WlIS OU C at army headqn :ll'tcr ;;' ,anrl Gell ' 
eral Burnsidc had to send to Wn .<.: lJ ingtoli a nd ~ctall alii­
fashion ed theodolite, whiul\ was given tOllle, -. , , Ge n, 
cral Burn side told lIle that Gcncral Meade and lUajol' 
Dllnne. chief ellgineel' of the A !'IllY of tlie POIOtnac, saill 
the tllill g eOIl1(11101, be lloue- thatit, was all elap-tl'nl) 
nml nollscnsc; tlmt SllCh n IcnJ:lll of mil lC hnclllcyol' been 
excayatcd in military ollerntiolls, and cou ltl not, be j that 
I would e ithcr 1!et t he mell amothe recl, fo r want of ail' , 
01' 'Cl' llSheu hy Iho ffllling of the eUI't.h ; 01' the euemy 
wonhl lind it out lind it would IlmOIlU 'L to nothing, I 
could J:cLno bonl'ds 01' lumber s lI pplicd to lUC for my Oil· 
el'atiou ~ , I had to got II IKISS and sClld t.wo com pan ics 
of Ill y own reg imeut. with wagons, ontside of Olll' lincs 
to i't:lw\ saw-mill s, amI get ltll nbCl' in that war, after 
Il:l"iHg llrC\'iolls ty got wh at lumber I COll hl by tenrillg 
down all old bridge, I h ud no lIlilliu g" pic l, s furni shed 
me, hil i, hall to take comUlflll Ill'm.r pid,s aIHI havo them 
st.ra ightencd fil l' tn,"llli lliJl g llicl( s, " '1'he oil ly olnccrs 
of high l':lnk, 130 fal' as f Icarlle(l, that, fayorcd the cut.cI'­
prise werc Genel'"l Blll'l] s iile. tho corps eommall(lcl', 
and G enera\ Potter. tho diyi :<ioll cOllIm all c! c l"" 

On th C' ~3tl of .Tuly Colone l P leasants had th e 
wh ole mine I'cndy for nlO pllll'iug of the p owd er, 
\Vit lt propel' tool s awl illS!J' Il IllClll s it co uld ha\'e 
bec ll dou e in o ll (' -t-Ilil'll 01' onc -foul'! It of t he t ime, 
'.rhe, g !'ea i' est d cla y was oe('n ~ io llcd by tald,n g out 
Ih e mal e l' ial , \\!Jiplt had 10 b(' ~ al'l'i cd th o whole 
le ng th o f: th e galll'I'Y, E" c I·y nig h t I,he pioneer s of 
Colone l Pl easa,lll':, 1'C'g itll (' \lI' ha d 10 (' ut, bushes 10 
eovel' th e fl'e~h dirt a t 111 0 Illouth or Ih C' ga ll ery; 
o llt e l'wi !';c thc c ll c my co uld !tn.yC' 0 \)5(' ),\,('(1 i t f l'o ln 

trC'es iu s icl C' hi s own lili es , 



'rho main gallClT was fi lO ,i1u feet i ll 101lgth , 'rho 
left lateral gallery was Ihil'ty-soven feeL ill lel1g:th 
tllld t ho right lateml thirt,y-cight feet, '1' he maga­
zines, e ig ht ill number, wero placed i ll the lateral 
galleries-two a t each ond ll. [ ow fect ftpart in 
branch es at nendy r ight a ll glcs to tho side gn,}­
leries, find two more in each of the s ide galleries 
s imi larly placed by pairs: s iLu:tted equidistant from 
each 01 her and tho end of t he ga lleries, 

It hnd h een the inte ntion of Genoml Grant to 
make 1m nssllult 011 the enemy's works ill tho eftl'ly 
part of July; bll t the movement was deforred in 
consequence of the work on the m in c, th e com­
p letion of which was impat iently awaited, As a. 
divers ion H ancock's corps lind two d i\"isions of 
cuvalryhad crossed to tho )lol'lh side of the J ames 
a t Deep Bottom and had lill'eaten ed Hichmond, 
A part of Leo's army was sen t from P otel'sburg to 
checkmate thi s moYe, and when the mille WftS 
ready to be sprung Hancock was recalled in haste 
to Petersburg, When the m ill e was ready [or th e 
explos ives General Meado roqucs ted Gcncl'ld BUI'Il­
side to submit a. plan of attack. , , , 

W it h a view of makiJlg lho :ltt:u::k , t he divis ion 
of colored tl'OOpS, IIlldm' Genel'lll Edward Perl'cro, 
had bcen drilling fol' seycr:ll wcol;: s, General BIlI'll­
s ido thinking tlHlt they wero in bett er cOl1<lition to 
bend tt chargc t han e ither of the while dh-isions, 
They had not been in allY Ycry ac tivo servi ce , On 
the ot her hand , Ihe whito llh-is ion s had pel'iOl'med 
very arliuous duti es s ill co the beginning of t ho 
cnmpaign, and before Petersburg had bce l! ill s uch 
proximity to the enemy that 11 0 ma ll could raiso 
his head :dlO \'C the pampets without bcing fu'ed 
at . ~l'h ey had been in tho habi t of lIsing every 
p oss ible means of cover ing Ihcmse lvcs from thc 
enemy's fin~ , 

]>ROFI LE OF TEll::. (;ROUz.;"U m~'rWEE::-: THE CRATER AND THE MOUTH OF 'rUE :\[L,E, 
From n sketc h lll:lllo In 1S5(l, 

Meado's v iews, although h o subsequen tly s:dd in 
h is ev idence bciol'e the Commi t teo on th e Conduct 
of t ho 'War: 

"GClIe ral Durnsido wn_n ted to llUt Ills colored division 
in front, 1111(1 I beliovo H 110 liad 1l01lO 60 it woltld 
lULVO been It succeBS_ Still I a~l'ccll with GOIlCl'al Meallo 
a s to h is Ol}jcctions to t hat pIau, Gellcml Meadc sa.i(} 
thnt if wc put thc colored troops in r-ront. (wo had only 
ono (lhiBion) and it shoulll prove n fa il nrc, i t ,",oull1 
then bc sa ill, nIHI ycry properly, that wo wcrc sllO"ing 
IlIcse IlC0111 c nlle:ul to gct kill ed hce:u lSO we did not caro 
anythi ng about theUl, nut Wnt coulll not bo saill i.f wo 
Pll t wh ito h'oopij ill fL'''llt,'' 

'1'he mine was chargcd w ith ou ly 8000 pounds o[ 
powder, instead of 14,000, as asked (01', t he :LIllOU ll t 
11:l.Yillg h een reduced by ol'<.!.er o[ Gencra l Meade ; 
nllll Wllilo :twniting the dccis ion ofGcncml Grnnt on 
tho question of the colored troops, lwee ise orders 
for maki ng and supporting Ihe aUaek wero issued 
by General Mende_ 

lit tho aftel'lloon of tho 20th of Jul~~, - G ene l'lll s 
Potter and 0, B, Willcox mot togelher at Gelleml 
BUl' lI s ido's headquartcrs, to talk OVCI' th o plans of 
tho attack, bascd upon Ihe iden. t hat thc colored 
troops woulcll ead the cha l'go, and whilo t hero tho 
message 'wa s rcce ivell frOIll Geneml Meade that 
General GI':tl.lt di sa,pprovcd of that plan, and that 
Gcneral Burnside must dotail olle of his white di­
vis iol1s to take tho placo o[ the colMed di,-is ion, 
'1'his was tho fi rst break in t ho origi nal p la n , 'l'hero 
wero thcll scarcely twelve hOl1rs, and half of these 
:1t lIigh t, ill whieh to make thi s chauge- and n o 
posfl-ible limo i.1I which I,he wh ite troops could bo 
famil iarized with the duties expcctod of thcm iu 
conneotion with t he ass:w lt, 

General Burns ide wn,s gTeatly <lisuppoin ted by 
this Cltnll gC j bu t ho jll1111cdintely sent [01' qencl'lll 

L etllie , wh o had boon in command of t,he F il'st Divi­
s ion only about s ix weoks, Upon his nnh-al Genern l 
Burtl side dotermined thn,t the three commanders of 
h is whito divisions s hould ttpull s l1::l.ws," and Led­
lio was (liS 110 t.hought) the 1Ull l1 cky victi m, He, 
howe\'o r, took it gOOd-lI11tlll'Cil ly, and, after l'eco iv­
ing sl1Ccial ins h'nctions from Genc r:1 I Burnside, pro­
ceeded with his brigade commanders to ascerl ain 
Ihe WILy to t he point o( attack, '1'his was not ac­
compli shed until :lfler dark on t ho eYening before 
I:he oxplosion, 

'rho order of :tUac:k, as proposed by Gelloml 
Burns ido, was also changed by <lil'eation of General 
!\[eade with 010 a'l'proval of Gelleml Gran t , In­
stead of moving down to the rigllt and le(t of the 
crater of I,he mill O, for t he p urposo of driYing th o 
enemy from their intrenchments, a nd removing 1"0 
that cxtont the danget' of flank attacks, Genera l 
:\[eu<1e directed thut lhe troops shouhl push at on eo 
for lhe crest of Cometery HilL , , , 

('1'ho wr itCl' of thi s arti cle W:l S son-in g as j udge­
:UIVOC:LtC of L cdl ic's uiYis ioll, and also p crforlllcd 
tho dulics of aide-de-c:lIo}> to General L edli o a t tho 
time of tho explos ion, 'Yhell the orders were pub­
lished rOI' lhe moYcment he and Lioute nant George 
1\J, Halltlnll , a lso of 010 regular arHlY, und aide-do­
camp to Gelloral L ed1ie, were inform ed that they 
Hlust accompan y tho aclnlllce troops ill the ntlack,) 

A t 3 : 30 ,\,:\1. Lodlio's diyis ion was in pos ilion, 
111e Second Brigade, Colonel E, G, !\1:1I'sll:lll , in 
f ront, li nd thnt, of O(Jlleml 'V, J' , E:u'll et t behind i t, 
the m en ami olliecrs ill :t fevel'is h s late o[ ex pec­
tancy, tho majori ty of them lw .. vill g been awake all 
n.i ght. Daylight callle slowly, and still thcy stood 
with evory li eI've strnined preparcd to mayo fOl'­
ward Ole instan t 1111 0)'(10 1' s hollid bo g iven, }'O1l1' 

THE CON PEDB BA'I'E S rDE 01" TIn ; CHA'l'l~H. LOOKING 'I'OW.AHD THE UN[QN LI~""ES , 

.. OUTII or H,t .. ,Ht, 

o:clock :lITh-cd, ofliccl's :lluImclI began to g et lI e l'­
YOU S, h:wing been Oil t heir feet fOllr hOIll's j s till the 
mine hnd not bcen exploded, Ge neral L c<llie then 
dil'eeled me to go to Geneml BIIl'n sille :lnd l'epol't 
to him that, thc command hnd bec1l in readiness to 
moyo s ill co 3 : BO :\, :\1" and 10 imill ir e t hc CHll se of 
tho del:l.y of tlto explosion, I round Geneml B urn ­
s ide ill rea r of t he fomtecn-gun battery, llelivered 
my mess:l gc, and r eceiye<l t he rcply fro m t he gen­
eral iu[ormntioll that thero was some troublc with 
thc [usc dying out, bll t t hat fin oflicor had gone into 
the ga ll ery to ig nito it again, Ilnd that th c explo_ 
s ion wonld soon take placc. 

[SergeHnt H enry Hees entorcd tho mine and 
[01l1ld that t he fu sc h:1d <lied out at tho first splic­
ing, H c cut the [use above th e chaned p or tion j 
on his wa.y Ollt [or materials h o me t L ieutenan t 
Jacob Douty, who assisted in making :1 [resh 
!':pti cc, which was a sllccess, ] 

I retul'lIed immcli iately, and just a s I al'l'iycd in 
rear of Iho Fi t's l, Division t ho mine was spmug, It 
was 11 mag nifi ccnt s pectu cle, all<1 US lhe mass of 
eurlh went lip ill to the ai r , cany iJlg with it lIIen, 
g uns, carriage~, :Iml timbers, nlld spread out like 
an inll11ollso clo ud as it reached its a lt itude, so 
closo were the UliioH lines lhat the mass appea red 
as if it would desccnd immediately upon the troops 
wai t ing to make Ihe charge, 'l'hi s caused t hem to 
break ll!u1 sca tt er to the real', nnd ab ou t tCII min­
utcs were eons umeli in re-forming for the n .. ttack. 

(Immedhttely following the ex plosioll thc he:lvy 
gUllS along tho lino opened a. se \"Cre lirc,) 

Not much was lost by this el elny, 1I0wenr. as it 
took nearly tlwL ti me for the clolld of dusl t o pass 
olT, '1'110 order wn s then giV(,ll for the :l lh ' tllkO, 

.As lI O P:ll' l, of th o Unio n lillo of breastworks had 

-t -.•. 

l)eol\ r em o\-ed (which 
would h:L\-C been an Hr­
llnons us well as lmz:ll'dous 
ullelel'tak iJ lg). the h'oops 
e1ambere l1 Ovel' I hCIlJ as 
hest they eoult!, 'I'h is ill 
it sel.f broko the r:111ks. nllel 
thoy d id not slop to re­
form, b ll tpushed ahead t o­
ward tho cr:tte l', :tbout ] 30 
ynnls d istant, the debr is 
from i he explosioll h:niug: 
coYcl'ecIup the abati s and 

General )[eade objected 
to the lise of t he colored 
tl'OOpS, on I he gl'o und, a s 
h<; sta.ted, that Oley -w e l'c 
:t new dh-i sioll (111(1 h:Hl 
lIe ,'el' becn IIndel' fire , 
wh ile thi s was an opel'a,­
tion reqlliring tho vel'Y 
best lI'oops , , Gellel'nl 
B111'ns itle, !towcyel', insist­
ed upon hi s programme, 
and the question was 1'0 -

fClTed to GenemJ Grant, 
who confirmed Gonel'lll 

F,-om a Kkol Ch m:lllo ill ISSt;. takon r r'om tho r0(1t1 I.mlJk or tim or'a ter , arlll Ilearly half-way 10 thu eomOlc rT cru"t, 
for' tho cmllLl e\"-cha~;go, 

On tho lofL IS tho Bwalu wher o l\[lIilUIIO'S {r'ooIIS formerl /'/i cu(/l/ x-dc:/i"i.'1(J ill fron l" of 
the (,l1em),':;; wo,'k :;: , 
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EX PLOSION 0 1i' THE l\U NE, 
l;'rUin a IIkCICh Il1l u l ~ at 11111 IluUJ, T il l': Oll AllO}: '1'0 T if F. CHA'f'ER, 

L i t t le (lid j,hoso m en untici pate wha,t Lhey would 
suo upou l~ l ... h · iJl g 1,Ill' l 'U: an U IIOL' !UOIl t,! holo ill \,ho 
gl'OIIlHl l1bo ll t 30 fcot deep, GO feet wide, and 170 
feet 101lg, liUet! with d ust, great blocks of clny, 
I; llll ~ , IlI'okpli Clu'!'ingcM, IlT'ojocting limbOl'M, IUII I 

m CII lUH'i uli ilL \,l~ I' lulU:; \ \ ' UYI'J'- t>O IJI U' Ii jJ to 'Ml ch' 
!leeks, otltel'M to theil' \\,fiisls, nut! somo with only 
thei r feet and legs protruding from tho enl'lh, One 
or LIINH) Ilt ' l~r "H' WI~M -pul1('d 0111 , IUl d jll'O\fU{\ toilu 
I~ HocO II<l JiolltenJlllt of fho hnttf'I'Y 'whieh lInd hnoll 
bloWJl up, '1'ho fresh ail' revived Iljm, and he WII S 

soon ablo to wa lk atal talk. H e WfiS vcry b"1'fLte[ul 
l~ lI d said Ii mL ho waS lIs lccp wil ell tilo exploll ioll 
took plncc, and OIi1y awoke to find h imself wl'i g­
gli ug up ill the nil'; t hen:" few second s unel'­
WitI'd he [c i t h imself descen/i1l1 g, J\lId SOOIi lost COll ­

SCiO Ll !:l I.lC!:IS , 

'1'he whole scene oj: tbe C).l)losioll struck e"c l,), 
0 11 0 dum b with nston islllnent as we al'l'ivccl at t.he . 
cr es t of: the debris , 11; w a s impossible fol' tho t roops 
of tho Socond Brigade to lUove fon \'al'd in lino, li S 

lihoy !md advanced ; :weI, owi ng to tho b l'oiw ll state 
t hoy wel'o in, evel'y mall cl'owding up to look into 
t ho hol e, ~bnd be ing pressed by the Fi r s t, Brigade, 
wh ich was immediately ill real', it was equally im­
possible 10 movo by the fl ank, by :lny comma nd, 
Hl'ouneI the CI'n.tor, Beforo tho l)]'igado comma nd­
(J I'S eou ld r en lize th o s it uation, t he two bl' ig ;tdeR 
hoc;une inoxtricn,bly mixed, ill th e desiro to look 
into the halo , 

f[owe\'c l', Colonel 1\[ill'shnJI yellod to t ho Socond 
Bl'igado 10 m ove f OI'\\':II '<1, .a nd, t he me n d id 80, 
jUlllp ing, sliding, lind tUlllbllng lII tO the holo, 0\'01' 
tho d6bl'i ~ of nmtOl'inl. and dead amI dyi ng 1IIcn, 
:Llld h ll ge block::; or sol id clay. 'I.'hoy wel'O follow(l(l 
by GOlleral B;u'tictt's brigade. Up a ll lite oUle t' 

F~·olll 11 IIk el e lL 11I m lo ilL I ILu !lllle, 

side of t ho crat.cl' they cli ml)od , n,nd wh ile :t de­
la ulHI.lunt t; topped to p htco f,wo or "he d is llloun Lcd 
g li llS of Lho bnLto l'Y in p OSition 011 Lbo onemy's aide 
of tho crost of t he crate!', a portion of tho leadiug 
lwi!;JHlu J,nl'l't.Hi OVl:r 1.11 0 c .. o~ l, f~IU] Id,tlHrl p Lml to 1'1'_ 
f.o n n , In tl oing so mcmbcl'!'; of. lihcso l'e~ imo ll l R 

\\"01'0 kill ed by Illuskot-shots frolH the rCll r, fll'o(l 
by the Confe{lel':ttes who were still occupying tho 
LI'f~ \" "'''' UH R I I~I illl 1'(JIlCh1ll Ul1ls lo tho I'ighL l U III lun 
of Iho Millo!'. T hORO mOil had 1>('011 ILwnkollot! hy 
tho li a ise :uul shock of the explosioll, amI d uring 
tho in tel'val l)c roro t ho attack ha (ll'ecovcl'od thcir 
l:q uall im iLy, ami when Lho Unioll troops lLl.tempted 
to l'e-fol'lll 011 tho enemy's s ide of tho cra tol', they 
had faced about and de l.ive rod n fire into t ho backs 
o ( 0\11' men. 'l'hhl coming so llllcx pcc letlly caused 
the formi ng li ne to fnll back i u to th o cmtol', 

Had Gc ncml Burnside's origina l p ln n, }>l'o\' idiJlg 
that two regiments s hould sweep down inside t ho 
onemy's l ine to t he right a nd left of t ho c l'ato!', 
been sn ll ct,ioncd, the br igades of Cololl el Murslm ll 

and Gonoral BnrtJe t t could and would Iuwo I'e­
fO l'lIl od and moved 0 11 to Cemetery H ill beiOl'e t il o 
enemy rClllb;ed f ully w hn.t wns intcnded ; h il t t he 
O('~m l l1t li o l! or lil t.! II' lHldH'/j 10 Ihn "i l!:hl Ulll\ h . f L b y 
Iho e ne my Jl l'ovonled I'O-fOrlll lllioll, ull ei thoro hoing 
1./0 d lvisiolJ, c!.)I'pS, 01' firmy commllnde l' pl'esen t to 
g ive a rdors to othcl' troops to eicn r thQ t re nchcs, 1\ 

fO" l.udilll1 IU IlI ul' Jiro £ 1'0111 t ho 1' 0 11 1' Wilt,! HOll lO lil illg 

no lI'OOP8 oOllhl accolJlpli, Il , 
Ail eI' fa ll ing back into the crntor a pm'linl fOl'­

matio .. waa m a d e b y Gcneral Blu'!.1et.t fw d Colonel 
IHUI'shall with some of their t roo ps, bu t owi ng to 
tho pl'oc ipi to us walls t ho mon could find no footing 
e xeopt by facing inward, digging thei r heels in t.o 
t he cm'th, n n d th rowin g the ir bucks agaillst tho 
s ide of the crater, or squatt.in g in n, h alf-Sitting, 
half-standi ng postmo, and some of t ho mell wel'o 
sbot even thore by t he fi re from t.ho enemy in the 
tl'lWcrscs. It was l ~t t h is jlUl ctlll'e tlmt Colonel 
l\'1 u l'shnll \'eqll csted m e to go to Gencml L ed lio 1111(1 

Tfm A PPROACH TO T H E CRATE H A8 SlmN l~HO l\l A ]>OINT SOUT H,EAST o r T H E 
MOUTH a t,' 1'1:1 1;; MINK 
1~1"I' 1J1 a skCt.ch m arin In ISSI>, 
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cxpl:1in t ho condit ion of afrJl, i l'~, which he k ilO\\, t hai 
I !tad seen :Llld u nde rs tood pe l'reclly we ll. 'l' his I 
did immedin.tely. 

'Vhi \ .. t h o niJtJ\'c Wil l> Illici ll g pltll ' " 110 .. ' '1Ii ' l llY 

hnr1not h eon ifl lo. TIfI hu!l hl'oughti f!. bn.t tftl'Y from 
his loeL to ben I' u pon tho pos ition, and 3 8 I sftlltcd 
on my Cl'rand the Cl'cst of. th o CI'U.tCl' WIl !4 l)cin r; 
tlwupL willi clIuit,!tor. S pccin l a l l."'lIl lull WUII g:i \ ' C' 1l 

to thi, b"Uc,'y by Oil!' lI !'tille!',\', but fol' 801110 I'C'!SOIl 
or athol' th e enemy's guns could n ot be s ilenced, 
Pnst;iug to the "Union lincK Hudel' l,hi K Klorm of 
canistc r, I found Geneml Lcdlio fi nd a. pnl't of h is 
s taff ensconced in a pl'otected nngle of tho works, 
I gnyo h im Colonel :Marshall's message, explained 
to hi m tho sit,lItLtioll, and Colonol 1\bll's lm.lI's rcll.­
sons for not being ab le to UlO\'O fOl'wnrd, Gcnera l 
Lodlie the n dircc ted me to re tUl'1l at once a nd St~y 
to Colollel l\[ar~h all and Gonem l Bartlett t hat it 
WIIS Gencral B UI' l l s i do's ol'del' t1mt they shou ld 
move fo1'\\':11' cl immcdiat·cly. 'fhi s lll essngo was 
delivered , But the firing 011 1"110 cl'atcr JlOW was 
inccssllll t, and itwHS a s 1I0It \·)';t lire of callisler as 
was ovo r poured contin uously UPOll a si ng lo ob­
jccl"i\'o po int. It was a s utterly iltl Jl I';( ct ic:Lble to 
I'e-form :L hrigade ill that C1':1tel' liS iI, would b e to 
IIl;U'Sl llll hces in to l in o aft el' " J1sett i ll ~ Ihe h ive; 
and eq ually a s impracticlLblo to re-rorm otd·~ id e of 
the crater, uud('r th e ~eVC1'e fire ill front and r oa r, 
as it would be to haItI a dl'c~s pllrade in fl'o ll t o f a 
c harging e nemy, He l'(~, thCII , was the H'contl point 
o[ mha ll tngo lost by the ract Ihal; Ih C' I'e Was no 
]1CI'::on present with aut hol'ily to {' hangC' t he pl'O­
gmmmo to lUed t he c iI'Cmns t:III('C'S, Had iI prompt 
attac k of t ho ITOOPS to th C' \'i g-h t [md left or t.hc 
erat(' 1' been made as soon :1 S the leading bl'igadc 



had pa:;sctl into the cl'atel', 
ai' even hItcen lll iuutc :; 
afterwal'd, cl eal' ing the 
trenches aud diYCl'tingthe 
fire of the euemy, s uccess 
wouM haye been incYit­
abl e, ami pal'ti cularly 
would thi s howe been I he 
case on t he loft or th e em ­
tel', as the small fort illl­
llledi:~tely in frout of the 
Fifth COl'l)S was a lmost, 
if not entil'cly ~ tLbltlltloncli 
for a while ane l' Ihe ex­
plosion of the mine, the 
men 1'1I111llllg a\\":~'y from it 
as if they f earcd th:Lt it 
was t o be blown up also, 

\ Vh e therG cnel'ttl Lecllie 
informed Gc ncraJ BU1'lI­
side of Ihe cOlldi t ion of 
affairs as l'epol't~d by me I 
do llOt kn ow; but I th ink 
it likely, as it was not long 
a ftel'I ha ,l l'ctul'lI ed to t he 
cm t cl' t hat IL brigade of 
the Second Divis ioll (Pot ­
te l" s) Imdcl' t he comllland 
of Brigad ier-Ge llc'l'Hl S, n, 
Grinin :t(I\':t1I(; c d its ~kir­

mis he t's :Iml followed t hem 
illlllleui: Lte ly, directin g its 
CO ll rse to the ri ght of the 
cl'atel', Geneml GrifJin's 
lille, howc \'c1", o \'c rlapped 
t he crator 011 Ihe le ft, 
wh ere Iwo 01' tlll'ee of hi s 
rcgirnclll s so ught sheltel' 
ill the e r,LtCI', Those a ll 
th e rig ht passed 0\"01" the 
trenches, bu t owing to the 

UN IO~ T~OO PS , CO ~ rEo[n"TU C .... ~Gt HG, 

peculiar cha r: lC ter of the enemy's works, whi ch 
were n ot siugle, but complcx and ilw·(}lutc:d alla 
fill ed wi th pi ts, Inw crses, alld lJomh-proors, fo r m­
ing It l: tbYl'inth as difficul t of passage as I he Cl': tt E' I' 
itself, jhe br ig:llie wns broken lip , IlJld , m ee ting tho 
SOVel'e fil'e of e:lIlis le1', abo rell baok into Ihe c ratm', 
which was then fllil to s uffoca t ion, E\'ol",\" organ­
izMioll melted away, as soon as i t entered Ihi s hole 
in th e g l'ound , in to :l, mass of hum:ln b eings cling­
ing by l acs and heels to t he almost p erpendieular 
sid es , Ir a , mall was s hot 011 the crost he f cll and 
roll ed to th e boUom of t he pit, 

From the :lc tions of Ihe enemy, even at thi s 
~ .illle, ns could bo seell by hi s mo\'ing columns i ll 
front, he wus llot exac tly certain as to Ihe illt en­
lions of Ihe Uni on cOlllmande1'; he :l ppf':l1'ed to 
think Ihat poss ibly the mine explo~ i on wa s hu t :1, 
fe in t and Iha t Ihe mail! a ttack wo1l1l1 OOIl1C fl'om 
some oth ol' (jllllrl Ol', H OWeY(, I', h o massod some of 
his troops in It hollow in rl'ont of the cl':~t e l", and 
he ld them in Ih:tt pos ition , 

Meantime GCllcrnl P otter , who \\'11 " iurcal' of tho 
Union line of inl']"(: lI chme ll ts, he ing convi need that 
somet-hing onght to he lloll e to (: I'C01.l' o a, llivCl's ion 
an d dist1'act t he enf'my's lLtten t ion fl 'om th is poin t, 
ordered Colonel Zenas R, Bliss, comma nding hi s 

TilE RA'l".rLE OF 'l ' HE CRATER 
Fl,tlm nil ol] ' I,ainlill g', 

P irst Brigade, jo send t wo of hi s I'egimell ts to s up­
port Gencra l Gl'i/li n, fl.Jl(1 with the l"ema in c1(-'r to 
m:lke :tll ILl.t'n ck on Iho l'ight, Suhseqlle ll l.ly it was 
;)1'I'a11get1 t1Htlj tho two 1'egiments go ing 10 tho s up­
POl't of Genernl Griffi n shonld p ass into the crater, 
tlU"ll to j ho ri ght , u ntl s wecp down th e enemy1s 
lilies , Colone l Bliss was p:11'tly Sll CCCSRf1l1 , anll ob­
tained possess ion of some 200 01' ~OO yards of the 
line, nIHl olle of the r egiments IUl Y:lll Ccll l 0 -withill 
20 or 30 yarli s of Ihe battery whose fi re was so se~ 
yore on tho iroops j bll t it could make 11 0 fuJ"!it er 
heachnty 10 !' lack oC sHpport-it s progress be ing 
imped ed by s lashed t imbe1'J whilo fm u Hce:lsing 
fire of calli s te)' was poured into the mell, 'I'hey 
thel'efol'o f ell back t o the enemy's havcrsos and 
in tl'euchlll cllt s, 

At tho timo of ortlel'ing forward Colonel Bliss's 
commllnd GClle ra l }loUer wl"ot e fL dcs patc h 1'0 Gen­
e ral Bllrns ide, sl'a,ling that i t wll s hi s opinioll , f1'Ollt 
Wh,Lt he hotel sce ll , and from til e l'epod 's he h:ld r e­
ceh'cd I'I-om s ubordinale OmOr i'S, tha.t too many 
men were lJc iug forcCtI in lLjj Ods Ol1 e p oill !',; lha:t 
the troops I'hQl'o wel'e i ll COli fus io n, an(l it was ab~ 
sollli ely n cceSSflry Ilmt all lLtl'nck shouhl be made 
from somo other poin t of the line, in onlel' t o di ver t 
the enemy's a ttention aUlI gi\'e 1 ime to s traighten 
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out Our line , '1'0 t hat dcspateh he lleyel' r eceived 
an all s wer, Ol'de rs were, however , being COll­

s bLlltly sent to the tht'ee di vis ion eomnl:lu!iers of 
tho whito troops to pnsh t he m Ull fOl'W:ll'd liS f:l st 
a s couill be done, and thi s was, in s ubstance, about 
all the orders tha t were r ecc ived hy t hem durin g 
tho day up to the time of the ordor 1'0 1' the with­
dl'n \\'al, 

' -Yhe ll Genom l 'Yilleox cnme with the 'l'hinl Did­
sion to ~UPpOl'l; the First, he foulld t he bbli,e)' ,\l1c1 
thl'ee reg iment s of his own, toge th er wint the regi­
m en ts of JJott cr's l:)eoond D id s ioll whit'h had gone 
in 011 jho ri ght, so com pletely lillillg up th e crat eI' 
Umt TIO more t roops cou ld b e got. in t here, :lud he 
th Cl'cfOl'e ol'dered an atta.ek wit'h th e l'c llla inli cr of 
his di\'i~ i o ll on Ole works of t he cHemy to the left 
of the e l'nlel', This aHack was succe!'~ful , so far 
as to C,\I'l'~' the intrellchmeld s fol' ILbollt HiO yards ; 
bu t they wel'C held only for lb ~hor t ti me, 

Previous 10 Ihi s last lllo"clll ent r lind aga in left 
lhe e l':d or and gon e to Gen eml Letili e, Imd had 
urged him to try to have sOlll cth illg" done Oil the 
right allli len of t he c rH,t.e l' -slLying 1'Imt (-'very 
mall who gol, illl'o t-he tr enches to the r ight 01' len 
of it used them as a mean s of eseape to the crfttel', 
and the cnemy was J"eoccllp}ing them as fas t Ol s 

olll'lUenlefL AU the S<Lt.­
i ~fa ct"i on 1 reeoind was 
all ord or to go l):lck and 
ielllhc lJl" igatle eommand~ 

e l's to ge t Iheir m cn out 
nlld press [ orw:ll'd to Cem­
e te l'Y HiLl. 'l'his l':llk and 
thesc orLi cr s, oomi_ng from 
a (:Ollllll a mlel' s it tiu g in 
:t bomb-proof inside the 
Ulliou lines, "\\"(' re disgust ­
iug, I re i:m'l1 ed again to 
the cra te r tll al d eliY(-' r ell 
the onlC'I'S, whidl I ku e \\" 
b cfOl'C!r:111d couhluot pos­
s ibly be obeyed j nud I 
told Gcnera l L edli e so be~ 
fore I le ft hi m, U pon my 
re tul'n 10 lhe cratCI' I d e­
Yotetlmy alt eu tioll to the 
1Il0'-emouts of the enemy, 
who was evidently mak­
iug tli sposit iOllS for nn 
assault. 

About t \\'0 hours aftor 
the explos ion of the mine 
(' o'clock) tlmi a ft cl' I had 
I'e lm'neel to the cm tCl" r01' 
the third time, Gcneral 
Etl\\"IIl'd F en el'o, COIl1-
manding the (:oiored di­
vision of th e N inth Corps, 
I'eeeh'ed :\11 order to ad· 
yance hi s di\'i :;ioll , pass 
tir e w]lil e troops which 
had hail ed, and m ove a ll 
to Cnt' I',\" I he (: rel"t of Com­
e jcl'Y Hill at all haz~ 

,Il'ds , , , , 
Had any on e in a.uthol'-

ity been present when the 
COlO1"N1 troops made the ir charge [see p, 203] , and 
had I'hey been supported, evcn a t that I:Lte hom ill 
the d: ty, t hero would haNe been a possibility of 
success j but when they fell back and broke up in 
disorder , it was the closillg scelle of t he tl':lgedy, 
'l'he rout of t he colored troops was f ollowcd up by 
a feeble aHa ck from the enemy, 1110re in the way 
of :t rcC'ol1l1 0issance t han :L charg'(-' j bnt the attack 
was repulsed by the troops in the Cl":lt er and ill th e 
intrenchments, an(l the COllfede l':Lt es r etired , 

It wa fS no\\' (-'v illen t tha t the enemy did n ot f eul' 
,L li e lHons tl'lllioll Il'Oll1 any oj iter qUllrte r, as th ey 
began 10 col lect the ir troops fOl" f~ docisive a ss:tull. 
On obser dllg this I left the cm l cr HlIc!l"CpOl'ted to 
Goneral L ellli e , whom I foulltl sC!~j e c1 ill a bomb­
proof wilh G('nc t'al Fel"t'C'ro, !'Iwl' ~ome lllC':lnS a ligh t 
10 he de d sed for wilhtlra,\\'ing the ll1a ~~ of lllCIl 
fl'om t ho cratol' withou t oxposing them to th e l er­
rifi c nre which was },(-'pt li p by tir e e lH.! lUY j lhnt if 
:;OIllC sho\"e ls antl pi c- ks tOHlt1 be f01111d , the lIl ell in 
!Ll i hom' could open n. eo\'el'ed way by which they 
cOIlI ,l b e wilhel mw lI j tlULt the en emy w:\ s making 
eYel'y }ll"epal"ft.tion fol' a cl et cI'minod aSSlLUl t on the 
cm.tc r , and, di sorgiln ized as the It'oops were, they 
coulllmnke n o p el'lIl Hll t;;:nt res is tlln ee, Not lin im­
plem en t of any kin d (:ouhl be found; indeed, t he 
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