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AFl'ER T UE BL\ T'.rLE -POSITION OF TUE CO~­
F E DElU..TE B ATT ERIES IN FRONT OF 

DUNKER CHURCH _ 

Dul'ing the progress of the battle of Sharpsburg, 
Gcncral L ee and I were ridiug a lollg my line and 
D, H , H il)!s, when we received a report of move­
meuts of the enemy and star ted up the r idge to 
make t ~ r econnaissance, General L co and I <lis­
mounted, but Hill declined to do so , I sa id to Hill , 
" If you insist on !'iilillg up thcre a nel drawing the 
fi re, g ive us u. 1i ttlo inter val so t hat wo mn.y not be 
in the line of t he firc when they opcn upon 1'011." 
GenCl'al L ee :L1l d I stood on t he top of the crost 
with om' glasses, looki. ng at t he movements of t he 
Pederal s on tho real' left, ,iV ter a moment r t lll'ued 
my glass to the right-the F edel'al left . As I did 
so, I noticed a puff of white smoko f rom the mo uth 
or a Clumon, " '1'here is a shot fol' YOtl," I said to 
Genora l Hm, T he gunnel' was a mile awa,y, I1n<1 
t he cannon-shot callle whisking thl'ough tho ail' for 
throe 01' fom seconds find took off the front legs 
of t he horse that H ill sat on and let t he animal 
dowu upon his stumps, The horse's head was so 
low :lIld his croup so h igh that Hill was in a most 
lud icrons position, With ono foot i n t he stir ru p 
he made several efforts to get tho oLher leg over 
tho croup, but failed, Filially we prevailod upon 
h im to try the athol' eud of the horse, and he got 
clown. He had a t hird horse shot under him bo­
fo re Lhe close of the ba ttle, That, shot at Hill was 
t he second best shot I evor saw. 'r he best was ut 
Yorktown. '1'l1ero u. P cclel'al officer cnme out in 
fl'out of our lill e, and sitting down to h is li ttle 
p lntt ing-tiLble beg:LIl t.o make a llmp, Olle of 0111' 
ollicer !'; carefull y s ighted a gUll , touched it off and 
w'opped t~ shell i nto the ha nds of t he man nt t he 
little t ab le. 

\\'ll eu t he bl1ttle was over and night was gathcr­
ing, I stu r ted to L eo's headq uar ters to mnko my 
repor t , In goi ng through t he tOWII , I passed a 
bouse that had been set afim and was still hurning, 
'I'ilt' fa mily was in great distress, and 1 stopped to 
do whaL I could fo r them. By tha t I was deta.inecl 
until :lftcl' tho other officers had renched head­
q1l ar ters and made their reports . My dela,y ca.used 
some a.pprehcnsion on t he purt of Genera l L ee that 
I hacl heen hurt; in fllCt, such a repor t hlld been 
sent him. "When I rode up and dismollu ted ho 
seemed much rolieved , a nd , comi ng to me vcry 

]0 

NOTE TO )lAP, 

On the a ft cruoon or Sep tcmber 16th , H ooker's eor!l~ 
crossed lit tho t wo fonls and t il e br idge north or Mc­
Clell au's hcadquart crs, 

A.-From II car fllllls<ot t ill dark Uool;:cr cngagcd 
Hootl's dh'is iou (or Longst rcot's corps) nllOHt the 
"Ea!<t Woud," marked A on the map. fIuod WIlS 1'0' 

liel'cd by two bl'igadcsof J nck;wn'seorps. w hich was In 
and behind thc Dullkcr Cbll rch woot! {or Wcst Woo(i) ,C_ 

B .- At dawll on the }illl, Hool;:cr and .T aokso n be­
.t;a ll a lcn ilJlo contcst wh ich raged ill aud a hout the 
fam oHS corn-fl cld, H, ami ill t he woods , A aw l C. ,Taol!­
SO IL' f! I'O!'cr \'cs rcgai ncd thc corll-Held. Ha l'tsnff s 
brigade, or Hooker·s COl'll!', and Mall !3 l! e ltl's COq 1S 
ehnrgetl throlll;ll the corn-lle hilu to t ho Dullkcr Church 
wflod, General Mn lls tl cltl he ing morlaHy woundcll In 
frouL of the East Wood, 

.1:1 cl;1'01l , wil'll t hc ail! of H ood , ami a IJU l't or D, If, 
HIl I's dlvlB iou, IIgai n clenrcd 1iJc DUn1;:cr ChurciL wooll . 
J. G. Walkcr's dh ' i"iou, takcn from thc cxtl'e ll ie r igh t 
or t hc CO llfcdCl'a tc linc, clmrgcd in support of ,Jackson 
aut! Hood, 

C,-SnHJUCl"S corps for mcd Ii nc of battlc III th e ccn­
tel', Scd","wlck't; dh-isioll facing t hc East Wooll , th rough 
wh ich itchnr/:cd O\'cr t hecoru-ilcld :lJ,!nin, and t hrougb 
Dllukcr CIlllrch wood to the cdgc of the fi eld " bcyond_ 
l\I c Lnws's dh-Isioll (of Longstrect 's COI'P8) , j ll:>t. IIrri \'cd 
from Hli Tl ICr's .Fc l'r r , assil< lcll iu dl'h ' ilig Ollt Scd~wicl;:. 
wllo was forccd to r ctl'ca t llorthwnrd by tho Hagcrs­
town pl kc, 

D , - Allout t he t h ue tllat Scd~wick chargcd , French 
a nd Richardson. of Smllncr's COI'l)S, dis lodgcd D . H. 
BIIl'Ii line fl'olU Boulctte 's housc. 

E .- Dill rc-formed iu t he SII UkCII I'Ollil . sln cc lmo wn 
ali th e" Bloody Lane," wbcm ILis l)Osi llo n wus ca rried 
by F rench and H icha nlson, thc lattcr bcl us: mOJ'tally 
wOIIJl{)cd In thc corn-fl cld , E. 

l~.-Tl'w l ll a nd ]~rooks , of Franklin's COI] 18, moved to 
t ho SIlPIIOl' t of Frcnch and Hi(:hat'Clson, At the 1iOillt 
F , Irw in's bri g-adc was rcpelled. 

G,- D. U , D il l, rei nfo rced by R n . . Andcrson's d ivi­
sion ofJ.ongstl'ect.'scorlIS, fought for t hc g l'O lllu l alloll t 
P ilICl"t; hOll se_ 

n .-Stll ll l' t a ttelU ptcd :t tl ank mO\·CIll Cllt IlOl't h or tl lO 
Duulccl' Chul'ch wood, bUL w as drh'CII ll:wl( by t ho 
t hi r t,y gll l18 lUlticr Donhlcday. 

J,- Pl casoll toll, with a part of his cl~nl1ry and SC\-­
crallJattcrics, crossed thc Bonnsboro' bridgc as a f1 anl;: 
SUI1)l0I't to R icllanlsoll, amI to B uru side all tho sou th . 
Se\·crnt battalious of regul a t's from Por lc r's COI'I)S 
camo to his assist a li ce, and maue tllcil' way wcll llp to 
t hc hill Which is 110W thc Satioual Ccmetel'Y_ 

K.- '1'oomlls (of Longst l'cct) had defcmlcd the lowcl' 
bridge uutil Bllrusido wovcd R odman aIIII SCH ullIlon to 
thc rOl'dJi bc low_ 

L.-'!' hcll '1'OOlul>S h ur r icd sonth to 111'0tCCt t he COli­
fcdCl'nte f1 aul;:. St nrgis and Crook charged ncross tho 
Bllrusitic bri dge a nd guiu cd Ule heights . Toombs was. 
drivcn away f rom tho fo nls, 

]\f. -Aftel' :1 o'clock, DB.m s idc·s lilies , bCi ng re­
fOl1ucd, COllllllctc(1 the dcfeat of D. R. ,Toues's (livls loll 
(or Longstrcet), a nd 0 11 thc r i~ht gaincd t he out.s.ld l'ts 
of Sllll l'Jls llllrg, '.roombs, and t he nlTh'i ug br igadcs or 
~\, P. Hill. or J acksou's corps , savcd the " iIIage mut 
regalncd !~ pnr t of thc lost, gr01llUl. 

hlU'l'iellly for one of hi s (l ignified ma.uner , t hrew 
his rll' lll s..&!J.)on my sboulders a nd said : 

" H ero IS myoId wru'-borse at last," 
' Vben a ll the reports were in, Gellol'al Lee de­

cided that ho would not be prepared the lIext d n.y 
for offensive battlc, und would p repare only for 'l'UE FIE J~D OF AN TffiTAM. 

defense, as 'wo bad been doing. t r ibu te t he fuilure to the L ost Despatch ; tbough I But at Sharpsbmg was sprung the keystone of 
Tho next dny [the 18th] the F ederals fa iled to believe he was mOl'e incli ned to attri buto t he loss t he arch upon 'which t he Confederate enuse rested. 

advance, and both armies remain ed in pos ition. of tho despatch to the fault of a cOUl'iel' 0 1' to othel' J ackson was qui te satisfied with tho campaign, as 
Dur ing the day some of t he Federal s calllO ovtJr negl igence t,h:tll tha t of the officer to whom it wns the Virgin ia papers made him the hero of J:[:u'pcr 's 
uncleI' a Hag of h uce to look after thei r deud Ilnd dir ected, Ft'!'ry, nlthough the greater dtl nge l' was with Mc-
wOllnded, 'r he follo wing night we withdrew, pnss- OUI' men came i.n so rapidly after the hattie t hat Laws, whose se rvice was tho severor t\ lld maI'o illl-
ing the Potomac wi th OUI' cntiro nrm y, . , . rcnowcd hopo of ga.thering his army in g roa t pOl'tan t . L ee lost nea rl y 20,000 by siTaggling in 

Genera,l Lee was not satisfied with the result of s trength soon caused Lee to look fo r other a lld new this campllign - almost twice us LUa uy us were 
t he Maryla nd cam paign, a.nd seemed inclined to at- prospects, and to lose sight of the lost campaign , eaptm ed at H arper's F e!'!'y . . 
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BURNSIDE'S BRIDGE AT AN'l'illTAl\I-I. DURNS[Dl:'S BUIDGE-II. 
' I' h ls plctllfe . nfwr n ]lhotogl'aph takou In 1S85, Is n -vI ow 

o! the C •• onfe.Je mte I'0sltloll from t il l) 8\0IU)o f 1110 ],111 ocCuple!l 
II}" th e Union !Ja UeI'I!! !! lIcforo a Cl'o!!Slu g W:\ I,I cllcct c,1. At 
the lime o f l h o hattie tile I.mlhH II J.;'S lla,\ lmt been creole.\, 
a mI tho Coufe.\c ratc Ilill _S llic was co\'crc,1 w ith t recs. L\ 

THE UNION SIDE. 

IN TH E RAN KS WIT H RAWKI~S'S ZO UAVES A'l' SOUTH 
;UOUNT AIN A..,\,"D A:."'iTI ET A.-'L 

BY DAVID L. THOMPSON. CO. G. !nil NEW YO UK 
\"OUJ~TEERS. 

ON UtOIDI 0'" 11,\ WRIN S'S 
ZOUAn ·:s. 

" 

ON t he 5th of Septem­
bOI', 1862, Hawkins's 

Zouaves, a s a. pnl't of 
Burnside's corps hom 
Fredericksburg, landed 
n.t 'Washington to assist 
ill the defense of t he cnp­
ital , then threll.tened by 
Lee's fil'st inVILs ion of 
Maryland, and , as events 
proved, to join in the 
})Ul:slli t of the invadcrs . 
B cl'l:', in 1)tIl's lUlnce of [L 

measure rot' sllOr tenillg 
t he bagguge-tl'nin wh ich 
hall ' lately heen dec ided 
Oil , \\' 0 \\'e ro deprh'ed of 
01\1' Sibley t ents - t hose 
cumbcrsome, conical 
eal'l~ \· u.lI sa l'i es, ill which 
cightecn men li e upon 
t hegroun<1 wi t h t l1 eirfect 
toward t he ccu ter .... 

COllfctlcmt c lJattcr YOIl tllo loncnfiladc ll tllo croSSin g . Ulllo ll 
a lnU'I)·shooters took :I<}\-antago of t he Htuno wnlt 011 1110 r ight 
of tho ll]llironch to the iJl'i,\).:c . Tho contlnu a tloll of Ille roa.1 
t o ti lHU']Js lmrg is seen on tho rlg llt a CfO SS the IJrhlgo. [Seo 
notc8111ulcr c ulli on I'nge Iii 1, :1IU\ IIltlj) RlI.1 nut I) 011 I'ngo 14ft. ] 

We marched at last, nnd on tho 12th of Septe m­
ber entered Fredcri ck, wondering all the wnywhat 
the enemy meant . We of the ranks IiLtlo sus­
pec ted what sheaves he was gatherin g in at Har­
per's Ferry, behind the curtain of hi s main body. 
'Va guessed , however, as usual, and toward C\'cn­
ing began to g et our ans wer. Hc wns ri ght ahcnd, 
hi s rear-guard skirmishing ,dtb our advanco. W e 
camo up at tile close of t ho fight a t Frederick 
and, formin g line of battIe , went at doublc-quick 
through cOl'll-fie l d s ~ potato patches, gardons , a nd 
backyards - t he German washerwolUcn of tho 
103d New YOl'k regiment goi ng in with us on tho 
run. It was only 11 n~oasU1'e of precaution, how­
OVCI', the cavall'Y havmg dono what littlo thoro 
was to do in tho way of driving out of the city 
n. Confederate rcar-gufll'd not much inclilL cd to 
s tay .... 

'l 'ho 14th of Septemher we crossed t ho CI1tocti n 
rilll go of mouutains, reaching the summi t :tbout 
1I00n, and descended its western slope into tho 
beautiful yalley of 1\l idd le tow n. Ra lf-way lip t he 
vall ey's wes tel'll s ide we ba-lted for a rest, and 
t urned to look back on the moving host. It was a 
scene to linger in tho memol'Y. 'I'he valley in 
which Middletowu lies is foUl' 01' five mi les wide 
a s I t'emembel' i t, and runs ulmos t duc 1l0lth nllcl 
south between the parallell'a llgcs of Ca toctin ItlHl 
Sout h Mountains . From whero wo stood t he lund­
seH-pe by below USJ the eye comlll!lIHliug the 0ppo-

This pIcture, after a l,hotog' J'aph take n In ISSS. Is a "Ie \\" 
o f the t;uloll I,os illoll fmlll ttl(! 1,111 wl,e re COllfcll t'l l1lt o ar lll · 
ICI'Y was plall l t'l ilio cufil:-ulc til " 1JI·ll \ gC. 1-'1'0111 a \.01111 below, 
tl lO :;:,\ M:II' \'I :llul :11111 liL061iL ~cw Jl alll l,~hlro c ha l'gctlll il Iho 
1'0: 111, hilt tilCY were s woI, t IJ)" s u ch a IIIUl'lle rOlls li r e that 

s ite slope of the valley almost at poillt-lJlank. An 
hour beforo, from the same spot, i t hact beon morely 
a. scene of qui e t pas toral beaut y. .All a t once, 
along its east ern edge tho heads of the columns 
began to appearJ and grew and grew, pouring. o~er 
the ridge and dcscending by cn~ l'y road, hlllllg 
thom completely and scarring the surface of the 
gentle lamlsca.pe with the angry welts of war. By 
tho farthest northern road - the far thest we could 
sce - moved the baggage wagons, the line stl'cteh­
ing fl'om the bot tom of t·he yalley back to t he top 
of the ridge, a nd b eyond, only tho canvas covers 
of t he wagolls l'eYeal ingthcir chnl'fl cter. 'Ve knew 
1'Imt each dot was a hertvily loaded army wagoll , 
drawu b y s ix mules and occupying forty feet of 
rond itt icast. Now they looked like white beads 
on a. stl'ing. So fa r itway were they that lIO motion 
was pel'ceptible. 'l'he constant swelling of tho 
cnd of tho line doml i ll the valley, whero the tenms 
turned in to the fields to park, gave evidence th:1. t 
in thi s way it was being slowly reeled along the 
wl~y . 'l'ho troops were marchi ng by t wo roads 
far ther ~onth. The Confedera tes fi~htillg on tho 
wes tern summit must have seen them plainly. 
B aH It. mile beyond us the column broke :\bruptly, 
tiling off into li nc of baLtic, r ight and left , across 
the fie lds . From t ha t point backward and down­
ward, ne l'OSS tho vall ey and Hp tho far thel' sIopo, it 
s tre t ched with scarcely it gap, every curve and 
zigzag of the wny defin ed lUore sharply by its som-
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0111)' n fe w renchc~l t111~ b"ltlge alHI !lolI /.:ht Sh e lt c r h e ll Inti tho 
s lun c wnll alJo\"e. ~ II IJ !l Cq ll tJlllly, Ihe 1J1'111J;o was carrIed 
It)" th~ 51s t yellllsyl"nll in. Colonel ltolJtwt U . POtt CI·. :111111116 
foi s t :Sew \ ol'k, Colon e l J ohn F. llartmurt , chnrg hlJ; ( 1'011\ 
the 1,II1cs 011 th e hlll ·sltle. 

~er presence . _ Here, ~oo, on :t 11 the di s tan t POI'­
hons of the hne, mohon was imperceptible but 
could be iufel'l'(l{l fl'om lhe casual glin t of 'SlUl­
Jight on a musket-bUtTel miles a.way. It wa s 3 
o'clock wuen we resumed our murch , t Ul'u.ing our 
backs upon the beautiful, impressh 'e picture ­
each column n. mOll st l·OUS, el'a,wling , blue-b lack 
snake, miles long, quill ed with the s ilver s lant of 
muskots at a "shouMe!'," its s luggish t a U writh­
ing. slowly up oyer. tho. di stant eastcl'It ri dge, its 
bl'Ulsed head weltcrlllg III the ~'oal' and smoke upon 
the crest a.lJoyc, ,.,-here was bemg fought tho bl1ttle 
of South .Molilitalll . 

We woro now gctting n earer to the da.ng el· line , 
the rnttle of musketry going on incessa ntly in the 
edges of the woods, nne! behilill the low stano fences 
that scam ell t he mOlllltn in-s illo_ 'I' hen We en.me 
upon the fr inges of tho contest - s lightly wOlluded 
lUeu scat tcred along tho wincUllg rond all the ir 
WILy to the hospital, and lIOW lind thc n a. squad of 
lll'isoners, wounded and unwoulIlled toget hel', going 
under guard to the rcur. 

'fhe brigade was ordered to the 1e rt of the road 
to support a regu lar l)attel'y posted nt the top of a. 
s teep slope, with n. corn-field on tho loft , and twenty 
yards ot' so in fro nt, n. thin wood. " '0 formed be­
h ind tho batt.ory alld IL Ii t tlo dowll the s lope -the 
89th on the lef t, t.h e 9t.h next, then the l 03d. 'Vo 
had been ill l)osit ioll but 1\, fe \\' minutes whe n a 
s tir in front adyisell us of something 111ll1Sual 

1 , 



BUHNSIDE'S A'l"f.A.CK UPON SHARPSBURG. 
THE CHARGE ACHOSS THE BUJl,NSIDE BRIDGE. In this nllack Willcox's ,1I"lslolI (the right of tlm lIne ) 

chn.l'go(l hao tllo "mag-e, Colollcl Fah'cli lltl, COlUItl:lIllll ll g 
a b.l'lgrulo In nOtlmau'IIIII"lslou, on tllo left of 1110 line (which 
lllcltl(lcti Hawkins'a ZOUHI'OS, acon nt tho s lon o wnll in 010 
1,l ol.llro) . Iloscl"llJcs :IS follows In Ills !'C jlOrt thu a. IVtlJ1CO 111'011 
S llIl rps hnl"g aflCI' tho hill abo\'o tlLo lJ l'hib'0 ila(1 hoe n satllctl: 
.. \\'0 conthlllCll to ad,anco to tho 0]11'01'1110 hill IIIHlol' a 
trCIllCIHItlIlK llro from t ho onomy's bal terlcs, II I' SICCI' e m , 
lJallkmCllts, Arrlying: Ileal' a 8tO llO fCllce, tho ellomy _ It 

hrlgado COlll lloscd or South Carolina ami Goorgla I'cg l­
mcntil-ollClICII 011 u~wlth lIluskotry. .\ h c r I'CIUl'nl llS thc lr 
flrc 111I1I11011l:1\01y ortlercti n chargc, whlcll th e wholo brlgallo 
j.!'allrllltly rOIlIIOll(lo(1 to, mod llg with alnc rlty atu\ fHc :lClInCIIS, 
Arrh'ln g at the fCJlcl!,1Jehin.1 whic h Ihuc nemy Were awaiting 

Jl llllsl'CIJOrtGcuCI'n.1 S tul'gls dcscri bcs asfollo\\'s tho Cllnl'J;'o 
aCl'OS8 t Ile IJrhlgo: "Ordcl'S anh-ctl fl'om G(mcral UHrllsldo 
to Clln'r thc bt-hlgo at nil Il[l~anls, I tbclI sc\cctc(\tho FUty. 
fil's t Now YOl'k allti tlio Fifty_firs t P Ollusyl'-llnla fl 'OIll tho 
SccolltlBrlgrule,aml (1Irocto(\ them to chnrgcwith the bayonet" 
Thoy sta rted 011 their mlaalon of death lull or ellthuslasm, 01111, 
taking a rOlltelcss CXIIOSCI\ tJlIlll thol'cgimcnts [Sceolltl )[nl'r 

afoot, and the ncxt moment tho Confederates hurst 
out of the woods, an(l made a dash at tho battory, 
'Vo had just oboyed a. hastily givon order to lio 
down, when the b ullets whis tled over our heads, 
and fell far down the slope behind us. 'I'hen the 
guns opened at short l'tlnge, fuLl-sllOtte(l with gl'ape 
and canister, The force of the charge was easily 
broken. fol' though it was ... igorously made it was 
not sustained - pcrhaps was not i ntended to be, 
as the whole day's l}attle had been mel'ely au effort 
of the enemy to cheek our advance till ho could 
concentrate for a general engagement. As the 
Confederates came out of the woods thoir line 
touched Olll'S on th~ extreme left only, and thc1'e at 
an acute augle, thell' men n~a1'lytreading on thoso 
of t he 89tb, who WCl'e on t heir faces ill tho eol'll­
field , befol'othoydiscovcl'cdthem , Atthntinstnllt 
the situation just there was ideally, cl'uclly advnn­
tngcous to li S, 'l'hc Confederates stood b'efol'o us 
not twenty fect away, the full intention of destruc­
tion on their faces -:- but helploss. with empty 

' muskets , The 89th Simply rose up and shot them 
down. 

Tt was in t his ehargo that I first heard the II rebel 
yell" j not the deep·breastcd Norlhel'll cheer, g i\'cn 
in lmison and after a. struggle, to s ignify an ad"nu­
tage gained, bu t l.t high slll'ill yel p. uttel'ed without 
eonccrt, and kept up continually when thc IighUng 
was ltppl'oachinga cLimax, as an incen tive to fUI{hcl' 
effort. 'l'his chtll'gc cnded tho contcst for the dll\' 
OD that pnl't of the line, Pickets wcre set weil 
forwal'd in the woods, and we remained some time 

hlml [uul S ixth nCII' Hampshirel wJJlch ha.1 ma,lo tho oll'ol't 
!Jcrore t1Jcm. rus hc.l at a (lou!Jlc_'IUick OVCI' Iho 11101'0 iClllllng 
to tho bl'ltlgc iIllll o\'cr tho bt'itigo IlSCJr, with nn hllpoLllos ily 
which tho ellcmy cOIII,1 not r csist, HII, I 1110 Stars rtlltt S lrll'eS 
w ero Illail lol l OTI the OPIJos ito brmk at 1 o'c lock 1', 31,. nmltl tllO 
Illost cnthnslastio chccrillg from o,-cry Iltll't of tllO 1Jelll from 
whCl'e thoy could lJe accll_" 

in pos ition. waiting. TIowa trivial thing-wi ll ortcn 
thrust itself upon tho attention in :l supremo mo· 
ment was well exemplified hcre. All about us 
b'1'ew pcnnyroyal, bruised by tho tramping of a 
hundred feet, and the smell of it has always been 
associated in my memory with that battle , The next morning, receh"wg no orders to march, 

Before the sunlight faded, I walked ovel' the nar- we set to work collecting t he arms and cquipmenl s 
row field . All around lay the Confederate dead- scattered about the field, and bur};ng the dead, 
lUldel'sized men mostly, from the coast dish'ict of Tho weather being fine , bowers were built in the 
North Curolina, with sallow. hatchct faces, aud woods - gencrally in fence COl'llel'S- for sllch of 
clad ill I' butternut" - a color l'LUluing all the wa,), the wOlmded as could not be mo\'cc1 wilh safety j 
from a deep cofTee·bro\\'n up to the whitish-brown ot,hel's.after stimulauts bad beengivell , were belped 
of ol'(linftl'Y dust. As I lookcd down 011 the poor, down t he mountain to the rude hospita.l s . Before 
pinched faces, wom-with marching and sC<lutfal'e, we left tbe spot, some of the country people living 
nIl enmity dicd out. There was no" secession" theroabout, who had been sCal'cd away by the fir­
in those l'igi(l forms, nor in those fixed eyes 8t:~ring ing, V(\ ll t ured b a,ck, lllftkillg big eyes Itt nil they 
hhmkly Itt the sky. Clcal'1y it Wit S not II their Sltw, and asking most ridiculous questions. Ono 
war," Some of our men primed their muskets was, wbethel'we wero from Mexico! 'l'hoso belated 
afresh with the li_ller powdcr from the cartridge- ocl1oes , it seemed, wel'e st,ill sounding in the woods 
boxes of the dead , With this exccptioll, ench l'e· of :Maryland, 
mained IUltonched as he had fa llen. Dal'kness At l~nti etalll our corps - the Ninth tUlder BUI'Il­
came on l'a.piclly, and it gr ew very chilly, As li ttle s ido - was on the extreme left, oppo;ite the stone 
could l)e clone at that, hour in the 'my of bUl'ia l, wo br idge, Ourbl'igado stole into Jlosition about huH­
unrolled tll6 blankets of the dead, spread the m }last 10 o'clock on the night of t ho 16th, No lights 
0\'01' tho bodies, and then sat dowu ill line, munch· were permitted, and all conversa.tion ""'as eanied 
inga. littl e on our cooked ra.tions in liell of supper, on in whispcrs. As the regimen t wns moving past 
and l istcning to the firing. which was kept up Oil the 103d New York to get to its place. thcrc oc­
the ri ght, pel's istently. By D o'clock tillS ceused cll11'ed, on a small scal e and withoutserio1ts results, 
elll-iroly. Dl'3.wing 0\11' blunkets ovel' us, we went 0110 of those uuaccolmtahle panics often noticed in 
to sl~ep, lyi ng upon 0111' fir ms in line as \\'e hnd erowds, b~' which euch man, howevel' bt'lwo il1di­
stood, living Ynnl.;ee and dead Confellerntc s ide .... itluully. merges his indh'idl1ali ty for lhe moment. 
by side, nnd indistinguishable . 'l'his was Sundn.y. and sUl'renders to un uttel'ly ea.useless feal', "When 
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liS, r ccch'ing their nrc, losi ng largo lltllUbers of 0111' m on, we 
ohargcll o\'cr tho fOIlOO, IHslo,lglug thc lll awl d l'h-lllg t hem 
from tholr Ilosltions ,Iowu tholllJ1 town I'll tlu! , -n la!;e, a staml 
of I'egimc ntal colol's IJClonglng t o a South Cal'olluJi I'CJ.,::lmcnt 
\.l clng takcn by Prh'ato Thomas Hare, Cont lmny D, S!l th 
now York Yolllnt ocr s , who was aftorwflnl klllc!I, \Vo COil_ 
Iiullcil to pllrl'!lI P tile O Il CIII~'liown Iho 11 111. Discovcrln!; that 
thoy WCI'O III!l S5ing fl"Csh 1I"00l'S fill 0111' left, I WClil \.lack amI 
l'OfluostCli Gcncl'nl Ho,lman til b t'lng lip raplilly tile Second 
Drlga(lo to 0111' s up]lort, which he (Ill!, th('~- c ngngins tho 
enOllly, h o SOOIl nftCl'warl \ failin g bllllly woull,h'!II, , , , 
Tllo largo fOl'ce mh'anclug 011 OHl' Ic n flunk cOlllpcllo,lllS t o 
rClh-c from Iho lJosltlol1, which wo COli III Imvc he.!11 hml wo 
bccn Ilropol'lr Sllll llorl etl." 

everything was at its darkest nnd stealthiest one 
of the 103d stumbled 0'\"'01' the r egimentnl dog. 1111<1 
in tryiug to avoid h'eading on it, staggerecl agaillst 
a s tack of muskets :md knockod them over. 'l'he 
gh'ing way of the two 01' tbree lieD upon whom 
they foll was eOlllmunicated to of bel'S i ll a sort of 
wave movement of constantly increasing magni­
tude, l'eulforced by the ever-present appl'ehension 
of attack, till two regimonts were ill conf-usion, 
In a few seconds order was restored, and we went 
on to OUI' placo in the lino - n. field of thin COl'll 
slopiug toward the crook, whel'o wo sat dO,wn on 
the plowed ground and watched for tt willIe tho 
dull glare on the sky of the Confederate camp­
fi1'es behind the hills, 'We W01'O hungry, of comse, 
but, as no {hes were allowed, we could only mb: 
OUI' grouud coITeo and sugar in om' hauds and cat 
them dl'Y. I thinkwe wero themol'o easily inclined 
to this crude disposa I of our rations from n feeling 
thut for many of us the need of drawing them 
would cease fore\'er wi th tho following day. 

All through tho evening-tlt e Sh irting and placing 
had gone 011 . tho moving ml1~ses being dimly de­
scribed in t ho sf l'ange half Iighl.sof ~tll'th anc1 8 1,~-, 
'fhere was somethillg weirdly impressive yet lIllI'eal 
in the gl'adual drnwing together o[ thoso whisper­
ing armies under cover of the lIight- something of 
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awe and dread, as always in the secre t prepnrat.ion 
for momentous deeds. By 11 o'clock the whole 
line, fOllr miles 0 1' more in length, was s leeping, 
each corps :l.llpr ised of its appointed task, ('aell 
batte l'Y in plnce. 

I t is :l.stonisili ng how soon, and by what sl ight 
callses, l'eglilurity of formation and movemellt m'e 
lost in actua l battle. Disintegl'~Ltio n begins with 
the first shot. '1'0 t he book-sold ier all order seems 
des tToyeci, months of drill appare ntly going fol' 
nothing in a few minntes . Next aftel' the most 
powerful factol' in t hi s derall gemcut- t he c newy 
- come nat ura l obstacles and the inequalities of 
the ground. Olle of the commonest is n. pa t ch of 
t.rees, An advancing liue lags there ine"itltbly, 

COS IIEDIWATE D EAD (O.F D. II . IIII. I:S D1nS IO:-;l 
IN THE SIJ:-;K I~:-; n OAI) . 

the rest of t he line swing illg around insensibly, 
with the yiew of keeping the ali gnment, Itlld so 
losing direction . 'fhe st ruggle for the possession 
of sl1ch a point is sure to be pcrs is teut , Wouuded 
mell crawl to IL wood for sheltCl', broken troOI)S 
re-form behi nd it, a b:1ttel'Y planted i ll its edge will 
sti ck there after other parts of tho lille luw e g ivcn 
way. Oeteu n. slight rise of g l'Ol1lHl in "'II opcn 
fie ld, )lot lIoticc:tble a tholl sand Y~l'lls aW:ty, he­
comes, in the keep of a. st ubbol'H rcg iment, It pow­
erfu l head-lu.nd against wh ich thc wavcs of battlc 
roll aud break, requiring new disposit ions a nd 
much timo to clear it. A s tronger fortrcss than 
a casual ra ilroad embank-men t oftc n provos, it 
would bc difficul t t o find j and as for It s lUlken road 
what possibilities of victory 01' di saster lio in t hat 
obstruction let Waterloo and F rcdcri cksburg bear 
witlles" . 

At Antictam it was n. low, rocky lcdge, prefaced 
by 1\ corn-field. '.rhere were .woods, too, and knoll s, 
and there wero other corn-fields ; hut t ho student 
or that batLle knows one corn-field only _ fh e coru­
field , TlOW hi stor ic, lying u quarter of n. milo north 
of Dunker Church , and east of n.lld bordcr ing tho 
Hagerstown road. About it and across it, to and 
fl'O, tbo waves of l)attl e swung almost from the 
firs t, t ill hy 10 o'clock in t he mOI'fling, when thc 
s t l'uggle was oval', hundreds of mcn lity dead Ull\ong 
its peaccful b ladas. 

While t hese things wero happening on the ri gh t 
the lef t wus not without its cxcitemen t . .A COll~ 
federate battery di scovered our pos ition in OUl' 
earll-fie ld , as soon as it was light enough to sec, 
and began to shell liS. As thc runge becamc bet­
ter we werc moved back a.nd ordered to boil coITee 
in the protection of a hollow. 'I'he general pla n of 
hatt ie l.I})peul's to have bcen to bl'eak t hrough thc 
Confelierate left, following up t'he advantage with 
a cons ta ntly increasi.ng: force, sweep hi m away 
from t he ford s, and so cl"owd hi s whole nrmydowll 
into Iha lI arrow peninsula fOl'llJa li by tho Potomac 
flll rl Antie tam Creek. Even t.ha 1I01l-milibll')' eye, 
howe" el', can see that the tendency of such a plan 
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would be to brillg the two armies upon concentri c 
arcs, the inncr 111lc1 shorter of wh ich IIIUSt bo held 
by thc enemy, nn'ording him the oppor t.unity for 
raiuforcement by iuterior lines -an immcilse ad­
vantage only to' be coun teractcd by the utmost 
act ivity Oil Ollr part, who lIIllSt a t tack vigorously 
wherc attacking at all, and whero llot . imminentl y 
tlll'enten. Certaillly t hera was no im minenea ill 
tho threat of aliI' ccnt.er 01' lef:t-lloIlO wlmtcyel' of 
t.ho I('ft, only :L vague consc iouslless of whose ex­
istence aye n se{\ms to h:w e beell in tho enemy's 
mind, fo r he flouted us all the mortli ng with hm'elly 
more thau 1\ maager skir mish line, whi le his Com­
ing troops, as fas t as they arri\'ed upon t ho ground , 
were sent off to the Dunkar Church. 

So the morning wOl"e away, and the fighti.ng on 
the right ceased entircly, Tha t was fresh aux iaty 
- t hc scales were turning perhaps, hut wh ich way 'i 
Abo ut nooll tho bat tle bcgan afl'esh. This must 
h twc been Franklin's lU en of tho Sixth Corps, 
fa t' the fil'ing was nem'er , and they came l ip behind 
tho cente r. Suddenly a Stil' beginning far up au 
the r ight, and r unni ng lika a. wa ve nlong thc liue , 
brought the regiment to its feet.. A sil ence fell on 
everyone at ollce, for each felt t ha t thc mome n­
tOllS " 110W" had come, Just as we sta r ted I saw, 
with n.li t tlo shock, a. line-oflieer tako out hi s wlttah 
to note the hOIll" as though t he alTair berond tIle 
m'eek were a. hus iness appointmen t which hc was 
goin g to hep. 

'VlJOn we reached the b row oC t hc hill t hc fringe 
of trees a.long the cl'eck screened th.., fighting eu­
tirely, aud we were deployed as skirmishers uuder 
their coyel'. "We sa t t hal'c two hours . All t hat 
timc t he rest of the corps hall been mO"ing 0 " 0 1' the 
s ton e b"idge and goi ng into pos ition on the ot her 
s ide of t.he creek . Then we W(' I'e ordered O\'e1' a t a 
fo rd which hat! been found b (' low thc lH'idgc, where 
t he wu ter 'was waist -dC' ep. Onc ma n W fl S shot in 
mid-sb'ca.m. At t he foot of t he ~ l op(\ on the op­
posite side the line wus formed anti wo 1110\'od up 
through t·he thin woods. R eachiug the leyel wo 
lay down behind a hattery which secmed to havo 
been di sabled. There, if anywherc, I should have 

rememberell tha.t I was soaking wct from my waist 
down. So g l'eat Wfl S t he cxcitement , howe y e1', that 
I hn.ve lle\'e ~' been a.blo to l'eCltil it. Hore some of 
tho meu, gOlllg to the renr fOl'W,'le,' ,lo s " I " 

• , I co" e l'e( III 
the a shes of somo hay-rie-ks " 'hich had been fired 
~y om' she ll s the eharted l'ema,ins of sevcral Con­
fedemt,es, .tV tel' 10110" waitiwr l"t I'cc ' "d 

• · 0 . ::. ~ ;.lna nOIse 
along tho h ne that we were to tako a bat tel,), tll<tt 
was at wOl'k several hundl'ecl )'lll'lls 'lllen 1 t l 
t r I "II ' ['h' • (all Ie op 0 a II. lS narrowed tho '"'01 1 1 h I . . ( I all( 1'0110" It 
us to conSHlel' t he wOI'k before II " 'UO"o a t t t" "I r' 1 ... . e ll ,,·c y. 

" g It across our front, t wo hundred fe et 0" ~o 
awn,y, ran It couut l"y rand bOl"ll a l'cd on each ~iL1 e 
by ;\ snako fe nce. Ba)'ond thi s l'o"ld st t I I 

1 "1"1 1 . • rec lec a p 0 \\0( lie ( seyerul htmd.l.'ed fce t" I tb I " 
t I 111 eng . s Opll:g 

up OtiC batterv which '\". 5 ' "' ,Id" " 
• , . ." w en III a aOl'll-field. 

..A. stone renca, hreast-lll n-h inclo'cd tb fl Id th I rt db ' . 0 , ~ . 0 10 on 
e e • an e lllll(l i t lay t\ regiment of C uf d 

ates "I "ld - 0 e cr-
• ,\\ 1O " ou ba (hl'eatl)" 0 " II k" "I II . 0111' an - If wa S lon ( :\ttompt tho s lope '1'1 
from encoll.ruginO" but t1 . IC P I'ospect was far 
for the attempt, e. 10 ord er came to ga t ready 

DIU' kuapsacks weI'e left au t l . . 
u s . At t ho word . Ie gl ollnc1 behmd 
Tho I' _ . . n. I'ush was made fot" t he f ences . 

m e "US so lll sordm'Cll b ' th . 
fen ce was passed tl t . J. 0 tllllC t he second 
low uuciul:1,tioll :1, ~~w\\:hlUTl ed for ward to t1 shal­
among tho ftu'l'ows to l' ee.t ,n-h ead: !t ncl In.y down 
iug lip into lin e \ 1 ·-ll.olln, dOlll g !-i0 hy c"ra.wl-

. . . .h. l Ull( red fcct 01" 'b \ a snllllttr ulHluhtiOl t I . so.1, eUl was 
shettal'. 'l'he b~~tte/' O ,~\: .I; c1l '~'e mil fOl' a second 
to noti ce liS 110\ ' .\," .l le I I~t hrs t had not seemed 

, \ , appri sed of . t I fire Upo n l, e \"'-7 I S (Unger, ol)ened 
~ . " e wera ge tt' 

ehargo In ol'"l' b" t . .Ing r ead y now for tho . " ere 51tH I . 
Lieu tenant-Co lonel y' l ' YlHg on o ur faces . 
down t he line '1'1 '-ll ~~l )a ll was ra mping up and 

• 13 t I ~e l'e . t . 
fen ee was s ilen t No \\' e I"cgllnaut beh ind t he 
the m cut the air ~vel' ou ' and t hen a bullet from 
were l"e!':e I'Vi,, ~ tl, . " " t he: lcl :::, but gencl'all)' th (' ,-

~ e . II' 11'0 fo ' tI t 1. " 
thay kn ew t hey wOtll~l .... ~ .I , In., l)c tt~l' shot wh ich 
batter y howeyel' I oe ... III ,\ lew Il)II1utes . 'l'he 

. , , w lase shot t I" 
our he'lds h" '1 1 8 It H'st weut o\'a l' 

< , .... ( epressecl its n-
the smfaee 0" tl e ilUS so as to s llm-e 

' L Ie ground It f' 

H.i 2 
to tell. I rem ember 1 k: 8 ~I'e was bagillllillg 

00 lUg helHuc1 a ud see inn- fiU 
e 
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officer riding diagonally across t he Heltl- a most 
inviting target - instinctively b ending his head 
down over his horse's n eck, as though he were rid­
ing th rough driving ra in. \ -V?ile m y eye was 0 11 

him I saw, bc tween me a nd hlln, it roll ed overcoat 
with its strlLps on bound into the air and fall amoHg 
the fU l"l"Ows. One of the enemy's gmpe-shot had 
plowed a groove in tho skull of a young fellow a nd 
had cut his ove rcoat frolll hi s shoulders. He uever 
s tirred from his p osition, but lay there face down­
ward-a dreadful s pectacle . A moment afte r , I 
heard a man cursing a comrade for lying ou him 
heavily. H e was cursing a dying mall. A s t.he 
ranO'e 'grew better, the firing becl1lne morc rapid, 
t he ~ituation d esperate a nd exasperating t.o thc last 
degrec. Human nature was ou t he rac l~ , amI j,here 
burst fo t·th from it the most veheme nt , terrible 
swearing I have ever henrcl. Cer tainl y t he joy of 
conflict ,vus not ours that day. '1'he s usp ense was 
o nly for a mome nt, howevcr, for the order to charge 
came just afte r. \ Vhether the regiment was th rown 
in to disol'del' or not, I n eve r kn ew. 1 only remem­
ber that as we rose aud shu·te,l all t he fil'e t hat, bad 
been held back so 10ll g was loosed. I II no second 
the air was full of the hi ss of bulle ts and t he hmtlo 
of gr a.pe-shot, 'l'ho menb~l strnill W~IS so gre~.t t hat 
1 sa,w : ~ t that moment the slltgulat" el1cct men tIOned, 
I th ink, in t he life of Goethe.oll i1 similtlr occasion 
-the whole la.uJscn,p e fo t' an lll staut t ll rncd slightly 
l'cLi . I see tlgain , as I saw it then in a flas h, a man 
'ust in frollt of me dl'0p hi s musket and throw lip 
JI ' 5 I .... n.l s stullO' into vigorous swear ing by a, bullet 
It ,,~ " . '" " . 
behi nd the cal'. }\[a11 Y mell lfll~ gOlUg lip th e hill , 
but it seoma,1 to h e all ovel' III a 1ll0)11ellt, and 
T fOllnd m yself passi ll g :~ hollow whel'o a dozen 
wo uuded men hLY-lI1ll0ng th em Olll' se ]'gen.nt~m a­
jor , who was calling Inc t o come dowll . H e had 
caught s ig ht of the blallkct roll ed across my back, 

10' 

and called me t o unroll it and h elp to curry from 
tho field one of Olll' wounded lieu tenants . 

When I retm'ned from obeying t his summons the 
regiment (') was not to be seen. It had gone iu on 
the l"1l11,-wimt tho!'e was left of it,-lLnd had disttJ)­
poared in the corn-fi eld about the batte t-y. '1'11ere 
was nothing to do but lie t here :ttl{l ltWa it develop­
ments. Nearly all t he men in the hollow were 
wounded, one mun-a. recruit mUlled Devlin, I 
think -frightfully so, hi s arm being cut short off. 
He lived a fow min utes only . All were call ing fo!' 
water , of course, but nono was to be had . We lay 
there till dusk-perhil,ps an hour, when the fight­
illg ceased. During that holll', while t h o bu llets 
snipped t he leaves from a young locust-tree grow­
ing at t he edge of the hollow aud powdered liS with 
the fragments, we bad time to speculate on many 
t hings-among others, on the impatience with 
which mon CI:l.lllOt·, ill d ull times, to be led into a 
fight . We heard aU tlu'ough t he wn,r tha.t th e army 
" was eager to h e led agai ll st the enemy." It must 
IULye been so, fo l' truth'ful eonospondents said so, 
flud editors confirme(l it. , But when yOIl came to 
hunt fo ]" t his particular itch, it was always the 
next regiment ti l:tt had it. T he truth is, when 
hullets are whack ing against tt'ee-tl'llllks, and sol id 
shot flre cracki ng skull s l ike egg-shells, the COI1-
::;uming pasHio ll in the breast of tho ;,nrerago mUll 
is to get ou t of t he way. Between t he physical 
fear of going forwa rd and the mot'al fear or t 1ll'ning 
hnck, thero is n, predicament or excep tional awk­
wardness from wh ich fL hidden hole in tho ground 
wonld be a wOJ]rl et'fully welcomo on I-lot, 

N igh t fe ll , prevent ing further struggle. Of GOO 
men of tho regiment who crossed the creck, nt, 
3 o'clock tha t llftel' lI oon, 45 wC I'e killed an ti 1.76 
wounded . 'l'he Conl'edera_tes had possess ion of that 
par t of t he field over which we had moved, and just 

after dusk thoy sent 
out detachments to 
collect arms and bring 
in prisoners . "'11en they 
eamo to our h ollow all 

~~ .... "'-

the unw01Ulded and slightly 
wounded t here were lim'ched 
to tho l'ear - pri soners of the 15th 
Geat·gia. _ _ . 

The noxt mOl'lling w e wero I1Hl.rehed - about, 
six hundred of us, fragment s of a dozen different 
comma.nds - to the Potomac, passing th rough 
Sbar psburg, \Ye crossed t he Potomac by the Shep­
h erdstown ford , and hivouackeu in th e ym'd of a 
house near t he river, remaining thero all day. 
'l'he next mOl'lling (the 101;h) s hell s begau to eome 
from oyer t he rivc]', and we were 8tarted on the 
road to Richmond wi th a mixed guard of cavalry 
and infantry. When wo reached \Vinch~ster we 
were quartercd fOl· a Hight in the court-houso yard , 
where we were heset bY:L moUey crew who Wore 
eager to exchange t he prod uce of t he rcgio n for 
greenbacks , , . , 

From Winchest er we were marched to Sl.,mnton, 
where we were pu t on board cattl('-CllrS a nd for~ 
warded at, nigbt., by W:1y of Gordonsyille , t.o Ric h­
mond , where we entered Libby Pl'i son . Wo were 
not. h'('atcd with s peci:tl severity, for Libby was not 
at that time th e hi SSing it afte rward became . ... 

HOOKER'S BATT f"E 01'1' TH E COHN-FIELD. 

Of th e carly morning fi ght fot' the control of t he 
corn-field , Ge]]eral Hooker says in his report : 

"Wo llIId nut In'of'eeded fill ' be foro I di sco\'c]'ctl that 1\ 

ilcu.vy forr'C of lilc Cllcm~' h:H1 tnkf'll 110Sf<m:,sion of a 1-111'11-
fi eld ([ hn.\'c s in eu icarncll ahout a thil'ty-ac t'c iteld ) in 
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SHARPSBURG BRIDGE OVER TAE ANTIETAM, 

my immClliatc it'ont, nml, from t he SIlIl 'S rars falling on 
thcir bayon c t s 1l1'Ojc("ting nbo,'o the co m, cll uld scc tbat 
the li ehl was filled with tho Cllc my, w ith arUlS ill tllCir 
li n lid s, "t auditlg- HllP:Jrclltlr at' s npport arm s.' Tn struc­
tinn s wo rc inHllc dilit cly g i'lcn for t hc a ssl'lllblagc of all 
of Illy i;p al'O baUct'ics IL eal' a t. hnlLd. of which I tbink 
th crc wcre 1I,·c or s ix , to spring into 1l:1 tl f'ry 011 t h c rigltt 
ot this lI ell1, al il l to 0llCU wilh canist.or at once. In the 
tilllc! am wl'iiingcycr,\' stllll{of COl'll iu tho nOr{hCl'U awl 
great er part of thc tl eld was cut ns clll,~elr as could imyc 
been don c wil h n kll ife. alld tho ;;.Iai u la y in rows jll"C­
l'iHcly as thcr hall slOoll in th ei ]' rani, ;; II few momellts 
berm"c. 
"n was n eycr my fort ullc to willle;;s a. morc hloody. 

dismal h aUlc- Helil. Tho!'!o t ha t o:<ctl]lCII fleel in fhe op­
}l11:<U.O lli l'cctioll I'l'o m 0111' adnHlcC, null f:o llghl; I'cfugc 
b cl lilllt the trec;;, fe ll ccs, ailtl "tOllf' lCllges lLl'arly on IL 
li nc with th e Dllll kcl' Clml'eb, e lc. , a s tllcl'e WflS no resist­
ill;':- this lon'cn t of d ca lh-Ilc alillg mi;;f: i\'t~s. Tho 
wholl' llw l'niu g had b CClt OIlC of nl lllslIal Hllil nationlo m c, 
fili(I f l":llIg ht w it h t1JO g r atuleR t,e Yl' II IS. TiloeomJueto f lll Y 
t l'OIl pS W:l;; f;llhli lll(', alII! t ho occa s ion :Ilmost li fted 1110 
to tile sti cf!, Il nd il s IILcnlol'i el'l will c,'or \'C'lnllin lINu'me. 
Myeolll illami fullowcl l the (II I-rtf I\"c ::; c!oijclr 1I11111 we I] a d 
passed Ihe COl'n-1lolel a qu art er o( it tlllhJ OJ' JUO]'I' . WhCll 
I wail I'CIllO,'ctl 1'],0\11 my ::;a{! rll o ill the tHlt of f:tJlill ,C" oul; 
o E it fl'o m Ins;; of billoli. h avi llg PI'C\"jously bcell struel, 
witho ut Illy kuowlctlgc." 



UNION HOSPITAL 1:." A BARN NEAR ANTIETAM CREEK. 
A ftCI' a sketch m ade at 111 0 IIIII(l . 

A SOUTllEHN WOMAN'S HECOLLEC­
TIONS OF A..t'i' TIETA~f. 

B Y :'I rAR\:" BEDINGER MITCB.EI~r. . 

011 t he Hth of Septelllber cloudy sIdes 
looked down upon the two al"ll~ ies fac ing each other 
all the fields of l\Ial'ylund. It seems to me now that 
t he roar of that day begau with t he light, nnd all 
th rough its long and drngging hours its th under 
formed n. backg round to om pnin and tenol'. If 
we hud been in doubtas to Ollt' friends' whel'en.bouts 
all Sunday, there was 110 l'OOIll for doubt no w. 
'fh el'e was no s it ting at tJlC windows now and COlln t­
ing discharges of guns, or watching the cm ling 
smoke. \Vo went about our work witll pale faces 
and trem bling hands, yet t rying to appea l' com­
posed for lhe snke of o,l~r pn tients, '~'h o were much 
excited, " '0 could heal' t he ' ineessallt explosiollS 
of nrtillel'y, tho shrieking whistlcs of t he shell s, 
a nd the sharper, deadli C'l', mOl'e thrilli llg 1'0 11 of 
m usketry; while e \'el'y 1I0W and then the echo of 
some eha rg ing cheer wOlLld come, borno by t he 
wind , a nd as the hUllla ll voice picrced that demon­
iac:!1 clall~o l' wc would catc h 0111' brea.th a llu li sten, 
ami t ry Hot to sob, a lid tUl'1I back to t he fOl'lol'll 
hospitals , to the suITel"i llg at out' fect and hcCore 
Olll' eyes, wh ile i magination faiuted at thought 
of those other sccnes hidden fI'om us beyond the 
Potolllac, 

On 0111' side of the riyer t bCl'e wcre noise, con­
fusion, dust j tlJI'ongs of s lmgglcl's j horsc lllen gal­
lop ing a bo1l t ; wagoll s b locking each other , and 
,'ca lll s tcr::; wl'flug liug : alltl 11 contin ued d in of shout­
ing, swearing. ancl l" tl mbling, in the midst" 01' which 
men were tlyi ll g, fresh \\"ollJlticd al'ri \'ing, s Ul"geons 
amputa.ting limbs and dressing: w(lullds, women 
g:oing in a nd Ollt with bandages, lint, medici nes, 
food. An (,YC I'-pI'Psent sell foOe of angllish, dread , 
pity, and I fe:l l', hatred -I'hese are my I"ecoll cc­
tions oJ: AId ie la m, 

Whcn lIi ::rht calll e \\"e could st ill hem' the sulle n 
gUllS anu hoarse, indefi n itc Illll l'mlll':; that succceded 

the day's turmoil. That night wus dark and lower­
iug and the air heayy and dull. Across t he ri yer 
inn umerablc cump-fi res were b lazing. and wo could 
but too well imagino the scenes thnt they were 
light ing . 'Ye sat in SilCII CC, looki ng iuto elLch otber's 
til 'ed faces. 'fbere were no impatient words, few 
tenrs j only s ilence, aod n. dl'a;wi ug eloso together, 
as it (01' comfort. ' Ve were almost hopeless, yet 
clung with despemtion to the tho ugh t t hat wc were 
hoping, But ill OU1' hca rts we could not belieye 
t hatnnything hllllltm could have escaped (rom that 
appalling fi re , On 'fhlL rsday tbe two armies lay 
i dl~' fac ing each OthCI', bu t we could lIot be id le, 
The \\"otUlded contin ued to arrive tmtil t he town 
was quitc unable to hold all t he disablcd and suf­
fe r ing. They fillcd every building and onrflowed 
into tho countr,\' round , i uto fa rm-houses ~ bal'lls, 
corn-cr ibs, c:t bills-whCl'c"cr fOllr wall s and a 
roof wcro found togetho l', 'l'hose able to travel 
were sent Oll to ' Vinc hester amI other towns back 
from the r iver, b ut t heir departu re seem cd to make 
no apprcciablcdifIel'cnce. Therc wcresix churclles, 
and they WCI'e :1.11 (ull j the Odd P ellows' H all , 
the Freemasons', the litt le Town Council room, 
t ho barn -like p lace kno wn ItS t he Drill R oom, nIl 
the privilt"e ho uses aitel' t heil' capac ity, t he shops 
and empty hll ild ing"S, the school-houses - eyel'Y 
inch of f.:. pace, and yet t he CI'\- was fOl' room , 

The 1I1lfillished 'fown Ha.ll I~ad s tood in naked 
ugliness 1'01' many a 10llg day, Somebody threw a 
few rough boal'(ls across the beams, placed piles of 
sll'::tw o\'er them, laid down single plalll;:s to walk 
upon, and la, i t wus I1 lio!'Jpitu l a.t once , 'l'be stOlle 
warehollses down in the l,twine a nd by thc rin'r 
had becn passed by, uec:l uf.:.e low and damp and 
undes imiJle as sanitariums, hut now their doors 
and windows werc throwlI wide, n.nd, with barely 
time allowed to swcep them, they wcro al l occu­
p icd, cven the" old hl nc factory/' a n Iln l.iquatcd , 
crn.zy, di smal build ing of blue ' stucco that pecled 
011' in fP'{Jat b lotches, wiJich hn.d bef' 1I sh nL up fot" 
yea l'S, and was in the last stages of di lapidation, 

SOU'l '.EJ.-EAS·l '£RN 6TRI!:TCll OF 'I' ErE SUN KEN ROAD, OR "llLOOny LA NE," 
Fl"Om :~ pliot ,)/!ral )1i taken In I~. 

On 'fhursday High t we hca l'd more than usual 
sOllnds of disturbance nnd mo\'ement , a nd in the 
mOl'ning we found the Confederate army in f ull 1'0 -

tt'ellt . Gencml L ee crossed tho P otomac uuder 
cover of t he darkness. aud wheu the day b roke t he 
grcater pnr t of h is [OI'CC - or t he morC orderly POI'­
tion of it-had gOlle 011 towa l'd K Ctl m cysYille and 
Lcetown, Genel'aJ1\IcClellan followed to the 1'ive!', 
a nd withou t crossing got fI. battery in position 011 

Douglas's Hi ll, and beglln to shell tho retreat ing 
army, and, in consequencc, t he town. ' Yhat be­
fo ro "'liS eoufusioll grew WOl'se j t ho r etreat b e­
camo ft, s tampede. 'l' he battery lU ay 1l0t have dOliO 
a \'c IT great deal of cxecution , but it. mado a fear­
ful 1I0ise. It is cur ious how much louder gllUfs 
SOlUld when they nrc painted li t yon than wben 
turned the other ",a.y ! All tI t he shell. with it::; 
long-dmwll screeching, though 110 doubt less terri­
fyi ng j",ha.n the s ing ing ill i1li 6 ball , hil S n, WH,,)' of 
ma king one's hah' staH ll on end , 'l 'hen, too, eycry 
one who has had any eXl)cl'ienee in such things, 
knows bow infect ious fear is, how i t grows when 
yielded to, and how, when ~'o u OIlCC begin 10 
1'1111 , i t 50011 seems impossible to I" UII fast enough; 
whcl'cas, if you can manage to st.and y0 1l1' grollud, 
t he lil liI'm lessens and sometimes d isappears , 

Some one suggested t hat yellow was the hospital 
coloI', and immediately eyerybody who could lay 
hands upon a. yellow rng hoist.ed it o\·el' the house, 
'r he whole town WlIS ,L hospital ; there was scurcely 
a. build ing that cOllld not with truth seck protection 
under that p lea, lind the fanta stic littl e s trips werc 
soon fl au nti ng the il' i nc tTec tualremonslranee from 
e \'el')' l'oof-trec find ehil lllley, ' Vhe lL this spceiG e 
fail ('(l the excitement heca me wild lind lIugo\' e l"ll­
abl('. It would howe been lud icrous h:ll! i t notpl'o_ 
duccli so much suffcl'iu:;, 'fhe dangel' was less 
than it seemed, for M.cClellan, a fter nIl , was not 
bombardi ng the tow lI , b ut. the ;1I' m ~' , :"I nd most of 
t he shclls f1 cw o\"el' liS :"I nd exploded ill the Helds; 
b ut ni m ca nnot Ill"'nys be sure, and enough she ll s 
fe ll shol" t to eon\'ill C'C lite lel't'ilic(] c it izC'lls t hat 

Hi·1 

their homes were nbout to be battered down over 
their ears . 'fhe better people kepl some ou t­
ward coolness, wit h perhaps a feel in" of "lIoblcssc 
obligc",. but tho poorer cla sses acted ~s if the to\n.\ 
,,"e l'e ah'~ady in :1 l}laze, aud l' ushed from their 
houses wl,th th ei ~' families nnll household goods to 
make theIr wa y m to t he country . The road was 
~ h l'ouged, t he st ~'eets blocked j mell were voeife l'ut­
IIl g, women er.nllg, ch.ildl'elJ screnru in .... ' W'I .... OllS 
ambulanecs, g UllS, ca issons horsemen" ' foo't" , 

11 ' 1 ] ', lllen , 
a mmg_ ~( -llt1y, evel~ wedged l111d ja mmed to-
gethcl'- m Olle stl'uggb ng, shouting m ass, '1'he 
Hogroes wer e the wors t , and wi th faces of a "hastly 
: ~sh , colot', Ul~<l stari ng eyes, t hey swar lUed i~lt~ the 
fleldfoO, cun YlIlg t heir b ahies, t he i.r clothes th " 
pots an~l kettI ei", fl eei ng from the Wra th beh i~l!~ 
them. !hc compari son to a.l lornet·s' llest att;\cked 
by boys I S HOt ft, ?ood oll e, fo l' th ere was no H n •• } t" 
shown j b ut a di st urbed :ult -h ill i ~' ',Itogetl 1:1 I. ' 
, I t '1'1 . .., " le1" 111 -
,I( equa e. ley fle t! '\' iell--Iv " ,,1 -I 

. ' l ca ll1pet out of 
l'rI uge, n~r would they ve Hh ll'e back for d:t\'s. 

Ha d th iS bee II all, we could 'Iffo,',] t I h' 
b ttl ' 0 aug now 
,\I ,1(Ire was an ~ther s ide to the p ictul'c t ha t lent 
It ullllltensely palll J:ul nSl1ect. I t -, II I ' 

I . ' \\, \S IC Itll"l')' l lig crow( s of wOll udetl A h me I tl ' 
I I I · , " . . 10SO m a llned '1 11£1 
} cee lIlg fug itives ! "\Vhe ll LI c f' " . ' 

U I ' I Illllg comm enced IC lospltals he .... a n to e ml)t\" \ 11 -I _ 
t eo" J \ \ 10 \\erc '1.hle 
a pull one foot afte r another, or Could bl'ib~ ot' 

beg comrades to cany them lc rt' I _[ , , ' . , . , 111 las e_ I II '-:nn 
\\ 0 1 ~)pI~r~d thel ~ 1 ~o f.:. tay; ill ya in we showed them 
the toll~. , the SiliC ide, o f t he 'lt t eml}t ' 'I " 
"rr 1 ' I I . ' . ,11 \ H I II \ \ '0 
,Il ..., ne(, ea'Jo el , l"h l'entelle(l , l'id iculed ' p oi nted t 
that we were re mai nill g and that th~ l'e \\"'\ " til . 
danger herc t han o n tho road , 'l'hct' i . ' tI, (,f.:.S 
01' re ason in It ]>:llli c rrl,O ca" e S 110 sense 

, " nou WOI'O b ello " 
~' POntDI oug!as'f's H ill , t he shell s whistlin .... :ll id f.;h:~i~~g 
lUg, Ie :Ul' ull of 'I [ ,..... -

S lUll S nlld (:1'1('5 ' we h'ld t 
Scream to make Olll'Sel \"('foO he' 'cl '1'1 ' '. 0 
that the" Yankecs" Wei' ., ,:11 .,. : .If' m e lll'c-pl led 
WflS to be b Ul" ned' I I" t : t l o~I"I"g ; that thl~ town 

, ,1 I! C . '011 l l lot h ' ~l . 
Oilers , IlHt t hey cou ld' tl [ e lll.ll e pl'IS-

, , . , III ,anyh ow tlie,' _ 
gOlllg as lal' as the ,' could w'llk ',I. ' .' \ \ (' 1'(' 

, ,,01 u(' e al'I'IN1. . ' . ' 



ANTIETAilI SCENES. 

BY CHARLES CA.HLETON COFFIN. 

(A1"my C:oncsponolcut. j 

THE callDon were thu ndering 
when n,t, early morn , Scpte mbc]" 

17t l.l , 1862, I mounted my bOl'SO at 
Hage r stown, wh er e I had nrt'i vcd 
the preceding day, as an firmy cor­
respon dent, upon its c,'ac tlutioll uy 
t he Confederates. '1'110 peopleo! the 
tow n, aroused by t he Cltnnonndc, 
wel"e at· tho windows of tho hOll ses 
01' i u the streets, standing in groups, 
listeui ng to the rc\-cl'hcl'utioll s 1'011-
ing along the yalley . 'rhe 1\illd was 
south-wcstl the clouds hanging low 
ttndsweeping the tree· tops on South 
Mountain . 

The cannon ade, l'c \·cl'bcl'at.ing 
from cloud to mountain and from 
llIounta,in to cloud, became a COl!­
t inuouS 1'031', like the un hl'okelll'oll­
iugof a thunder-s torm. '1'he breeze, 
be i llO" in OUI' direct ion , mado t ho 
bn.tt~ seem mueh nea rer than i t 
was . I was fully seven miles from 
H ooker's battle-field . 

I tllrtl ed down tho IIngerstowJl 
and Sba.rpsburg' turnpike at:t brisk 
gallop, although I knew that Lee's 
army was in possess ion of the tll,or­
oughfare by the to ll-gate Wl ll Ch 

theu stood abont t wo m iles lIol't h 
of Sharpsburg, A. eitizen who had 
left hi s home, to h e beyond hal'lll 
during the b~Ltt.}e , hnd g iven me the 
informa.tion. 'I'he thought npper­
most in my m ind waS to g:ti n the 
left flank of the Confeder fLte :ll'm?" 
mill",ie witb the c itizens, and so Wlt-
nessOthe ba.ttle from t he Con fedel'~te .. 
side . It would be agra,nd accompl ishment I~ success­
ful. It would g ive me ,1, splelHhd OPPOl'tullI ty to see 
the ma.ke-up of t he Confederate army. It wo uld be 
]'ke "'oing behind the scencs of a thca ler. I was 
i:1 c i tize ns' dr"ess , splashed wi th mud, al1d \\'ore a 
d iJapidn.ted hat. 

Wbile \\'on (lel'illg what would b e t ho outcome of 
tbe venture, I came upon a. f:,'1.'OIlP of fa rmers, who 
were li stening with llazec1. eO\llltenances to the 

.0"" Illomcntal'ilr iucl'easlng In volume, It was upl , , . . b 
110 longcr a.lone the boom ofltlhe h n.tter.les, ] u t a 
ratt le of Illu skctry-:~t first lie paltcl'lug (r?pS 

o ,.oor · tbe n a roll, crash , I'o;n', and rll sh, lIke upon <~ , . • I 
a mi o-h ty ocean billow upon t he shol'e chafing t Ie 

bl~es wave 0 11 wave,-with deep an d h en.vy ex-
pe " . 1'1 t l . h' of )losions of the b;Lttf'I'leS, I;:e IC cr.as , IIlg 
~hlln llerbol ts . I thillk the. cU!' l'e llt ~ of 1\11' must 
IHt\'c had something to do \nth tho eOect of sO llnd. 
T ho ftwmers w ere walking- about nOI'vollsl),. lI nde~ 
cided , evidentlYJ whothel' to He.o 01'. to l'e.m~ll1: 'J 

" I would n't <Yo clown the pJ!w If r " et c ~ Oll, 
' I 0"0 "(lllre~s i nO" me "YOll will ride ri gh t sa Le , • "t:> ' 

into t he R ebs." 
;, 'fh nt is just,yhere I wo ulll.li ke 10 g~." , . , 
"YaH can't pass yourse lf ofl fOI' a, Heo j t ,he~· 11 

see the instant they set eyes Oll yo u, tha.t you are 
a.. Yank , 'fhey' \1 gol)1)lo yo u lip 1Hld btko you to 

BETWEEN THE LINES DURI NG A 'fRUCE. 

Ricbmond," said the second, N o doubt I a cted 
wisely in leav ing tlle turnpi ke and riding to gain 
t he l'ight flnnk of th e Union line .... Ammu­
ni t ion tra ins wCl'e whlding lip the hill fr01ll t. li e road 
lead illg to K eedysvillc, 

Striking across the ficld s, I soon came lIpon the 
gl'otlmls on Hotl'man's farm selected for the fie ld­
bospi tuls . Even at tha t hour of the morning' iL 
was un appall ing s ight. The wounded wel'e 
lying in rows awaiting thei r tUI'll a,t t he 5111'­

geon's tables, The hospi tal stewfH'ds had a col'j)s 
of mell di str iiJuti ng slmw Ovc r t be fi e ld fo r tbe ir 
comfor t . 

'fUl'JlilLg from t be scenes of t he hospita l, I as­
cended the hill and came upon t he men who bad 
bcen the firs t to sweep across th e H agerstowll 
p ike , past the toll-g1~te, and into t he Dunkc l' 
Church woods, only to be hurled back by J ackson, 
who had estnbiishcc1 his lill e in a strong position 
b ehilld outcropping limestone ledges. 

'''fllel'e a1'C not many of u s len," was the 
motlJ'J)(u l 1'ema l'k of nll officer. 

I Jeal'lleLl tbe story of t h e mOl'ning's C'ngagemcnt , 
and then rode to the line of i)n,tte1'ies ou the ridge 
by the hOllse of J . Poli'cnbergcl'; if Ill)' memol'y 
ser ves lne t hcre W C1'e t hirty guns ill p osilio ll 
the l'e, pointing south-west. 'rhere was a l ull in the 

stl'ife. All was quiet in t he woods a long the turn­
pike, a.n d in the cOl'n~fie1d b eyoud D. R. l\lilI elJs 
bO llse,-so q ui et thnt I t hought I would ride Oll to 
t.he frou t linc, not knowing t hn.t the brigade lying 
lIpon tho ground lIenr I;ho ca,nllon was t he advanced 
lillO of t he army. I rode through PotTenbeq;er's 
door-yard, a,nd uoticed tlmt a Cen fed era to can­
ll on-sbot had ripp ed through tbe bllildingj a n­
ot.hel' hall . upset n, hive of bees, and t be a ngry 
insects h ad takcn t h ei r revenge Oll tbo :,ooldi e l's . I 
walked my hOl'so down t ho piko past t ho toll-goa,to . 

iI Hold on!" It was the p eremptory haH oC a. 
Union r;olclier c ronching un der tho fC ll ce by the 
roads ide. "Where arc you go il!'" 1" 

II I thought I would go out to tilC h ont! " 
l:ffhe front! you have passed it . 'I'hi s is tho 

picket li ne. If you know what is good fo r your­
self, yo u 'll skedaddle mighl~' quick. The Rebs are 
in tho COl'!} r ight out t here." 

I adell upon the timely ad"ice and l'etre;ttcd to 
il more r espectful distanec ; and none too soon, 1'01' 
rt, HlOlllcn L later t he uproa r began ngain - solid shot 
tearing through the woods a nd cl':lsh ing am ong 
t he trees, and shells exploding ill un expected 
plaeos. I l'ecl111 :L round shot t hat came ri cochet­
t,ing ovo r the g!'OlUltl , cutting 1it,1ile furl'ows, toss ing 
the earth into ("be a il', as the plow of tho locomotive 

Hili 

t Ul'n s its wuite funo\\' aftcr a suow· 
storm. Its specd gradua lly dimi n­
ished, and :L soldier was about to 
catch it. as if he were at a game of 
baseball, bu t a uni t.ed yell of :l Look 
out l " <I Don 't. !" .• 'I'ake care ! J' 
" Holtl on! " c;l \L scll him to des is t. 
HaLi he nttcmpl ed it, he would h:l\'c 
b cen knockcu ove1' instan t ly. 

'l'm'lIing from U10 cOllflic l 011 the 
r ight, I l'odo dOW1J the line, to ward 
the centCl', Cordcd the Antietam null 
nsccllded t ho lull east of i t to the 
la rge square mn ll sion of ![1'. Pl'Y, 
wh el'O Gencm l ~JcClel1an h ad es~ 
tabli shcll his hoadquarters. T he 
gell e!'al wa s s it ting in :111 a r m-chai r 
in fl'ollt of the house. His staff were 
a bout him j th eir hol'scs, saddled 
U,lHl bridled. we1'O hitc hed to t he 
t rees and fcnces . Shtkes had been 
ell'i n n ill thc ea r t h in fro nt of the 
hOllse, to which were strapped the 
hcadquurters telescopes, t lu'ough 
which a vic \\' of the operations aud 
monments of tbe two armies co ul d 
be obtainell. 

'1'he FiHh Corps, und~r Fi tz-John 
P orte r, was behind the ridge extend ­
ing so ut h toward t b e bridge, where 
t he nrtillery of th e Ninth Corps was 
thuudering. P orter, I r emember, 
was with McCle lla n , watching the 
movement s of the troo ps across the 
An ticbm - Frencb's aud R.i chard­
son's di\'i sioll sJ which were COl'ln illg 
in t ho fie lds east of Roulette's and 
l\Ium nm's houses . '''bu.ta splendid 
s ight it was ! ITow beautifully t he 
lines deployed ! The clouds which 
had hung lo\\' all the morning had 
lifte tl , and t,ho sun was sbining 

t hrough the rift sJ its bright beams fa lling on t he 
fla gs and gli ll ting from gn u-barrel and bayonet. 
Up on the c rest of t be hill son th of Ute D un!ier 
Cburch, I could see Confeclel'1ltcs on horseback, 
gullopiIlg) evidently with orders ; for , a few mo­
ments later, thcre was anoth er glcam ill the SIilI­

shine from the bayonets of their troops, who wero 
appal'enUy getting in to p osition to l'('sist t he 
threa,telled mO\Temont of French and Richardson . 

1\I emol'Y reca lls the udvan ee oC tho line of mell ill 
bluc across th e meadow efist of Houiette's. T bcy 
rcach th e s pacious bn.l'll, \\'hi ch divides t he line of 
men as n. rock pill·ts th o ClllT<.'nt of a. river , flowing 
arountl i t, but unit ing beyond. The orcbard aronnd 
the house SC l'ceus t he mOYe meu t in p ar t. I 'see t he 
blue uniforms beneath t he :tpplo· h'ccs , '1'ho line 
hnlts fo l' a li gnment, The skirmishers arc ill ad­
va nce. ThCl'e M'e isolated pull's of s mokc, tl oel the n 
the Confederate skirm ishers scamper lip the hilt 
and disn.ppe!~r, U p the s lope 1110"es the line to t he 
topof:l.knoll. Ah! whn t acl'Il sh! A whi tecloud, 
gleams of light ning, II, yoll, a hurrah , and I,he n up 
in t.be cOl'Il-fi eld :1, gl'ClLt, commotion, men firing 
into each other's faecs, lh e Confcderate li ne brenk­
ing, the grollnd st l'e wn wi t h prostmi"e Cor illS. rJ'l lC 
Confec1f'mte l ille in " Bloody La ue" has bcon allui­
hilatcd , t he cen ter piel'ced . . .. 

n 
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FROM CORINTH TO MURFREESBORO' (STONE'S RIVER). 
BR AGG'S INVASION OF KENT UCK Y AND THE PERRYVILLE CA MPAIGN . 

NARRATI VE OF EVENTS. 

D III' iug the SlU tlUU' r ur 18(j::!, Wllilc tile Coufclicr atc 
I1 rlll le8 u udol" GCIICl'Hlii .T. ]~. Joh n s (OH a mi R . E. Lee, nUll 
t he U il ion :mnics u ntlet' Generals l\Ic(:1c11:l.ll nud Pope, 
COlltclJ(Icll ill the Eas t. the mllirnrysitll:ltioll ill tho Wes t 
was COIL1J):l ra t j \-cl y 1lIlc\"cn f f ll i. 'l ' l lO first illlportaut co\­
II slo l1 nfter Shil oh ill\'o!\' illJ; t he nn tagoll i;; ls of t hat. de­
cish 'c IIc ltl. toul;: 111:1CO :lI' Inka . !til l's., Septem b er HI, two 
il ll.y;; nfl e l' .t\ n tic l;UIl. 

Th e ha llie of S h il oh (A pr il r. nllli G) 1'0.';1111 0,1 iul llo r e­
trellt or the Coufctl cml e;.., ICII by llc:lul'cgn n1. to COl'l llth. 
GCllcmi lialleck , 1I1<1<1I 111 111J; i1ct'ilonnl comman tl of the 
Unilln fo rce:, opposed to llcnnrcgnnl, immediately ho­
II legetl COl'illth, whore all or tho Confedera te troops ill 
th o south west were asscmhled, Hallcek's army co m­
pl"isetl the nl'mies ullller Oranl ,Ulle1l, a1lt120 11c, Bellurc, 
glt rd evacuat ed Col"i ut.JI ,May 30, nut~ fe ll hn?k southW:II't!. 
it lt li iug at Tupelo, H a lleck occupied Cor lllth, l'cpau'ctl 
tho i\)('!llilhis lUHI'Cltarlcstoll n.n.. and sent Buell along 
that li ne cnstwul'(l to th rC:llclL Chnttanuoga. On .Tullo 
2j, Gonel'nl Braxtoll Bragg s ucceeded Beaurcgarti In 
commnlld of t ho CUllfe(iCl'lIt o forces III i\Uesissll))Ii. 
Abont, thnt ti me Hallec!;: amI Popo werO tl'fl ll Sfel'l'ed 
from tho Corinth army to :I notho1' fi eld, amI Graul. AIIC­
ceeded to the chief eOlllllHlllt1 ill l\(i!u;issiPlll. Lmo ill 
Julr 11ragg set out. to lunulo the North, nud proceelletl 
wit h 35 000 mon from TUJleio 10 Chnttnnoo/!'Il, 'l'cllllessce, 
{Sco C~loncl UrfJ uhart's article, .. Drngg'S-Ad'~lI?O alit! 
Reh'cnt ," pago 159,] 'I'he Coutcdcrntcs rcmallllllg In 
Mlsslsr.;\llpi :lftel' l ]ragg's della l'turo wero Ic(t muler the 
eOllunautl of GCllcrals Van Do]'u and Price, who lIad 
OJ'osse(1 to tho cast of t ll e i\tiSSliiSipplllftcr the hat,tl e of 
Pea Ridge, A_r knusas (Mn rch 8) . 

Buell was placed on tho defensivo h y 13rnb!;' S ll orth­
wll rti movcment, allll gradu all r fell hack from the 
Alauallla /lmI 'l'cUlLes8CO bonkl';; toward 1I is base at 

THE BATTLE OF IUKA. 
BY C. S, llA..:.\IILTON, MAJOH.-GEXE RAL. U. S. ' -. 

ComlJmmh:r .. r 11 ,lh- I~I(\11 at JLlk~l. 

I UK A is no littlo "m age on the Memphis and 
Charleston railway, i ll northern Mississi ppi , 

abo ut t hhty miles cast of Corinth, III Septemb?r, 
] 862, t h o COllfedorat o authorities, t o prevent r eUl­
forcomen ts bei ng sent by the Pederal commfL ]](l or 
In Mississippi to Bucll in Ke nt ucky, sent Gcnoral 
Sterling Prico with his firmy. corps to I uka. A 
l'c'"'imcnt of Union troops statIOned at Iukn. c ,-ae­
uated t he place, lea.ving n. considerable q ua nt ity of 
army stores, as a lso quito fin amount of cotton, 
'r ho latter wa s destroyed, tho former made u se of, 
and Price settled clo",t, :t]lpal'en tiy :tt lii s leis ure, 
unde ]· the nose of G]'ant's forcc , wllose h eadqu:u­
ters WC 1'C at Corinth. As soo n as dcfinite in form n­
t ion was had of t hi s pos iti on of P ri ce, Gm nt took 
immcdiftte steps to b ent him lip, A com bi ncd at­
tack was planued , l)y whi ch Hosecrans with hi s 
t wo divisions (H ami lton's and Stanley's) was to 
mo"o on Iuku. D'om tho south , while Orci, 'wi th :t 
s ilO iI :lI' columll, was to approach l uk:1. f ]'olll the 
west. '£h is h c did, tnking p osition withi n about 
s ix milos of thc vili:lgl.', wh('ro ho was to :twait 
Rosecra ns's attack. 

fGonoral ITnmiltnn Jl ~r~o l1 a lly leel the troo));; widell 
oJ)etloll Ute fi ght; nlll l Wil E! a u <'yc-II'irucsf> of a ll th at ho 
Itel'o describes.] 

On tho h:tlti ng of my t roops, t hc battalion of 
ski r mishe rs was pushed l'jLp idly fo r ward in t h o 
ll il·ection of I llku,_ A n ad\'a l.l ce of four h lUHlrod 
ynrds brought them ill the immediate p r(>senco 

lOG 

Nnsh,-iIle. :lnd ,'cech'ed rci nfo rcemeuts from ULO Uni on 
al·lllics :Irolilid Coriuih. Uulle l' instruc ti olls fl.'o UI Bnt"'; 
tOIu-c\"ent.G rnl lt from rein fo rci ll;; Buel l, Pricc aftem llt~,i 
to march iuto We81crl.l Tenncssee, :u ul i ll Septcmbcr 
]·cached Iuka, ill Nnl'tlLel'll MissisSippi. With a ~nlall 
cnllllllll of Graul' s arm~', H:o!Jecraus detentetl Price at 
I n~m . Septc~lI~)C I" Ifj ,. amI t!t'o, 'e h im SO Ulh wartl agn itL 
rl' ~co then :Jo llled lu s forccs to Vnu DOI'lI 'S, alLll their 
ulllt etl ilrllllCS aUn ckell Hosec'·:lng a t Corinth , Octobcr 3 
and 4.. aUlI. were rcpulsed. 

i\ l eallwhil~ Uragg. prc('ctlcd hy Forrest:s lIut1Mol'''':1u's 
II.Loulltcd r:u del"scroSSCtl tln ough eastern TCI1 11e::sc~ into 
Ke ntllcky_ ITo rc.aehcli lilasgow Scptelllucr 12, and i~­
~llctl a IlrOc)am:HIOIl to K\' lI h]ckians, Ou the 16t h b e 
cn lltm'e{l tho Union )lost nt. "' uuforth-illc wi th ~O()O 
1~I: i "o lle~'i! . _ A. SUhlll'{lillat.o COI UIIl II, uutlcr GCllcral E. 
lurby Sm tth , marchcd fl'Om KlLox\-iIlC TCI1 11 CSSee . 
August, tlofented tho Union fO rcc uudcr Gener 'll ""Ii~ 1]1 
Xel'·oll 'it Riebmo I , . k ' • 1 la llL 
- :; , , . lit , ~~n t ue 'y, 0 11 the 30 th. :1I1t1 t llrll cd 
11.10 s t~:O~lg Umon pOSit Ion at CUlILberland Gnp. wh ich 
\\ as e\ ,lc nal cd ~optelll UC l' lj. At,theS:lme t'i lll c a {'Olliniu 
of Confederat.e mfa nt r..,- , a llli the CnYah-y lll'i gnt!es of Col­
ollcls ~[org:-l1 anr! Dul;:e. ma rched t o tll o west bn nk of 
tho Oh iO Hl~'cr :uul threa lCIiCti Cincinuati, Buell cou­
cell ~rnled Ius a~lUr fit J~ouis'· iIle . and marChiug from 
thclC to cope w ith Bragg, encOUn tered him Ill. Pc . . 
vlllo, Octobcr 8. I r~-

PerrY'-i11o w ali intleclsi ' -e,hut B r n .... oo l"ct l·C·1 t cd 10 K _ 
\' lIle, nnd the U u\on al'tur l ed bl,Ros· 1 nox­
• lI B ll ' . • . ccrall s, W 10 sue-ceet C{ lie Oetobcr 29, a<inlUced to Nn~ln- ille 1 
l~ecclll.ber . Brngg Ot'cupied Murfreesboro' th rca tc'lLill l! 
N m:.lL ,- ]Ilc, and l~osecl'at l S mnrchctl rrolll l\~ asl\\-iIIc 11 1; 
'.:!Gt b 10 attack 111 111 . Thetl ec i ~i"e uattle r i\[ f OlL ie 
(U nion, " Stolle's Hi\'er " j f01Jowc~1 SO 1 llI' I'ee!<bol'o' 
Kuitll n's arti cle. p. i(H. 1I 11(1 GelLcra l-Cl~i t~~II~oe ',~l.le l (,'""c. 

, ]I. 3. J 

Of. th ~ en emy, I was immediateh- in l'car of tI 
Skll'Il11Shel's, :.m d , taki ll g in the sit ll ~tion atn I , 10 
dashed back to th e he'td of the I g .Hlce, 
I Id b < co mUn , If this s IOU ecome cnvelopcd b y t h e en e _ 

ino, ·t bl j . ' 1ll),n. l'ou tw'tS 
, ' I a e, :;11<. Our (orc? would b e doubled back ~n 
Itself. I thl e" the lealli ng r O'"'i ment t ll _ 
a.cross t he r O:Hl l m OVi ng i t :t ~hort eli -t 0 <.lth Iown, 
rIght, and ordered lip the n earest b~ an~~ I.; ~he 
~t:h~I~~=:1 ,i~~f.~~:;~Oi':' ~;~:~;~o:;oa(~ '~~~~~~:O:tl;~I;~f~ 
was active in bringing u) other 1: y .o oue n.n b ol'Il 
!.ing t hem iuto lino , Ju!t as the e"=',~lll~nt~. a nd get­
p laced, thc enemy opoll ed onc f ~l'.::;t lt eglm~nt "::18 
canist or. T he ch'lr'"'e I'" s lOllS )utte l"l eS ' n th 

1 • "=' s ec Over ou\' h ends I . 
110 ( a muge beyond b ringi Ig d ' ' c om g 
and le:wes , 'r ile COl1fcde ~ j ' OW11 a~howC l' of twigs 
action, 'Wh y they did 1 at,eswcrc III line I'eady for 
t ack ' u s nt Ollee i s lI Ot 10 0 jlllOVe forwa rd fllld a t -

. I lll { erstood '1'1 ' d I wJuch ena.bled liS to (0. tl . I ell' (I It)', 
- . I Ill Ie n eurest t h ' ,. 

m ents lU 11110 of battle before l ec l eg] -
was Our sah 'ation, An earl ier t he atta ck b egn ll , 
enveloped t he h ead of II 0 I a ttack would h:we 
di sastrolls rout, , I co lllllll , and brought a 

Mea ntime not It m o ment - 1 
rcgimen t , alld tL thi ]'d w it h ~\~St os t. . .J\ secoud 
m Oll could excrc ise w~ ' , 1 ]1 1 he ra,}) ~ (h ty t h a,t 
a nd Whil e thc Con'f e(j ' 0 tn( (e< to our httle li ne i 
( er a, es were mo' t 
ron t , we h ad m mutrrecl t ' , ~ ''1ng . 0 t he 

t hree regi mcnts i nto <:> ,~get a battl e-h ll e of 
stOl'1ll of battle opel l P~S]t,~~I\. It was t h eu t he 
l ines w ere withi11 clo et , 10 OPPOSing ill fll ll t.r y 
t se mus l-ctry $1 t 0 ory wus h and led with Onol' '. ' .. 10 , lU' bn.t-
t hc cnem v. 'l' hc C f 1 gy, find d ea lt d eut h t o 
firi ng, th e ir l in e Ofof~ l C(I er~te batterios h ad eenscd 

l1'e laVlt1r. b 
• <:> ('en eovcred b~r t he 
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:FILLMORE S'l 'REE'l', CORINTH. G ROUP OP UN ION SOLDrERS A'I' CORINTl1, 

:ldvance of their infantry. Our own infa ,!try heM 
their f.'l'ound Hobly against the oVCl'whchnmg forco 
movi n" ng ainst t hem, a nd we WOI'O c lmblcd to add 
anoth~'l'egimcn t to the line of battle. At the fil's~ 
musketr)' fire of the e nemy, most· ~f the horses of 
Ottr ba,ttcl'Y were kill ed , :md the plCces could not 
b e I'cmoved (rom t h o fie ld. '1'he figh t became an 
inf:~u tl'Y d uel. I never S:lW a. hott~l' or mOl:e d?­
stl' lI ctive cuffa .... cmcnt. Genera,1 Price says In h is 
oma in i repo~t,t:>" '1'he fight began, und was '~,figcd 
with n sever ity I haNe nover scon SUl'p~ssed . .... 

S t I e ' ?l st 0111' troops worO back III theil' old , cpemJ I.- . 
en campments r~t J ac into. Just two weeks later, 
the samo di visions and brigades wC~'e measul'ed 
agninst each othCI' on thc field of COl'l nth . 

THE BATTLE OF COlUNl'H, 
BY WUJUAM S. n08ECH.:iN~,~1\ ! '! ,10H-Gl;:N.EHA.L. 

U. S, V., BREVET MA,TOR-Gb~E IU.L. V"S, A, 
t:oUlIll:tlltler of I.Ile Uuloll al'lII)' a l Th e ba il ie of Cor l nt ll, 

XOTE.-Thc battlc of Cori u tll, II-'i ,.:", .• was fOll,J;llt 011 .t.he 
, '. t it of OCfOhcr 1862 , bct.wccn tlu; cnmhll,lCd fOl ccs 
ad .I~ lfl ~ '. " :E'nl'l Vnll Dol'll :llId Stel'ii llg Price of Iho 

~~I~~~~:';:~Y' ~ Illi th~ DElli i O ~ llt(\ i,','I ~,i,ol.'O""', :r, ,G.~ II~I:~~:~c~~~;:~~ 
I · CI' I'le" 8 ' !l llll 0, ' • .. ' , 

S, Sta ll cy, r-,I.l K~'l1l' II lllier GCllcl'fl i W. 8, Hose(:l'lllll', 
Thomas 'Ir . , j TrCthe' 'filil'd Di\'isioll "f t.he Di s1.l'ict o f West 
COll llU:lIl( CI (l 

'l'~ I,llleSS~~iict 011 the ad r csll lt ed ill the U ll inll fo rce;; re­
. ~ be co COllf<,d erat cs adnlll Cillg'. CCllcml ROI)<" 

t11'1IIg' and I I.m _. t he SITII '''gle o f thc !;cCllml flar 0\'01' 
Cl'lI lI /:I dC5crlilc:; ' .... . r II 's' 
the in trenchments a l'oll u il t.he tO WII, :I S 0 0\\ . . 

As the t r o opS had becn Oll 1'Iw movc s iuce 
tI .. : ,bt oE Odobc l' 2d, and had fought all du.), o[ 

Ie llllg( I. I 'v,," so exccssively hot tlmt we wel'O the 3< W uc 1 ~ " • 

bl ' d t send w'LtCl'a l'OIllHl lll wng0 1ls), It bccamo 
o ISe 0 . '. . - I tl t th . , I t to visit thCl r hues ,LU< sco w. . e wen l) 
'tIlY 

t U Y'Cl'e s lIl'c ly ill position. I rctlll'ued to my 
roops \\ . f 0 tobcr 

t c nt at thrce o'c lock in t he m~ I'lllllg 0 c . . 

5th, ILitcr having secn evel'ythlll g llCcOmphsh?lI 
I tI ' linc iu order It wns a,boll t a. mllc 

~n< t,e tne,",,·,1 c lose to t he 'edge of thc north s ide 
III ex Cll : . 

of the tOWll. About 4 o'clock I In.y down. At 
haIr-past 4 the cncmy opcncd with ,L s ix·gull but­
tc ry . Our batteri cs, rcplying, soon silenced it , 
but I had no t ime fot' brcakfast, The t roops got 
vcry li ttle. '!'hcy 11 ad not bcon allowcd to bu_ild 
fires during thc night, and WC1'O too t ired to ill­
trcnch . 

'l'hc mOl:nillg opened clear, and soon grcw to be 
hot. It must have bcen ninety-Eour degrccs in thc 
shade. 'rhc cnemy bcg a,n to cxtcnd his illInn tl'Y 
Line across t be north of tho town. I vi s itcd thc 
lill cs and gave ol'dcl's to our sk irmishcrs to fnll 
back tbe momcnt it was seen that the cnemy was 
dovcloping a line of battlc. About S o'c lock bis 
lcft, having crosscd t he Mobilc and Ohio Haih'oad, 
got into posit ion behind a. sput' of ta.ble-lulld, to 
reach wh ich thcy had movcd by the fl rmk fo r 11bout 
hnlf It mi.lc, \Vhcn thcy bcgan to .advancc in liue 
oE IJn,ttlo tbcy wel'O not OVOl' thrcc hundred yards 
clistllnt. 

I told McKean on the lcft to bc very watchful 
of hi s front lest 1bc cnemy should tum hi s loft, 
and directed General Stanlcy to hold tbc re8e1'\'0 

"'Of hi s command roady either to help 1l0rUl of t ho 
town 01' to aid McKcall if required, I visited BILt­
tcry Rohinctt aud dil'cctcd t ho ch ief of :l l' l,illel'Y, 
Coloucl Lothrop, to sce to tho rcserve :ll'tillc l'Y, 
somc u tttt.el'ies of wh ich wcro purkcd in tho p ublic 
square of the tow n j t hen the line of Davies'S di vi­
sion , which was in llcarly open ground, wi th a fcw 
logs, herc und therc. EoI' breastworks, und thcII on 
hi s extrcme right Swccny's brigadc, wbicb had 110 

covcr sa,ye It sl ig ht rid ge, on the southwcs t slopo 
of which, nca r t he crest , the mOil wCrc lying down. 
Ridi llg along t his line, I obscrved the Confcdemte 
forces cmcrging ft'om the woods west oE thc rail­
road and crossing t he opcn gr ound towlu,d the 
Purdy road. 0111' troops lying outhe ground could 
soc thc fings of the encmy nml t ho glint oE the 
su nlight Oil t he ir u lLyoncts. It; wns ILbout· {) o'clock 
ill thc morning. 'l'be nil' wns still and fi crcc ly 
hot ... , 

'rhe Confcdera tcs, from behind 11 spur of the 
Purdy ridge, advanced splcnd idly to the a ttnek . 
'rhc unf'L\'ol':tble linc oecupicd by Davics's division 
madc t hc I'csistaHce Oil tlmt fr on t inadcquato . 
'1'he troops ga.ve wlty; the cncmy pursucd; bu t tho 
cl'oss-fire from t ho Union battcri cs on om' right 
soon thinncd t heir ranks. fl'he ir front linc was 
broken, nlld t bc hcads of t heir ('ohunns mcltetl 
ILway. Some of. tho ene­
my's SC tLttcrc<l li11 0 got 
in to t.he odge of the toml ; 
a few in to t.hc rcservc :11'­

t illery, wh ich led to thc 
imprcss ion that they had 
cnptm'cd fo r ty pieces of 
artillcry. But t hcy werc 
soon driven out by Stall ­
icy's rCSCrvC, ILnd fl cd, 
takillg noth ill g ,tway. 

At this timc, while go­
ing to o1'dol' Hamilton's 

di vision into act ion on t he enelUY's lcft. I SIL\\' the 
L -shapcd porch of no large cottage packed full of 
Confederatcs. I ordered Lieute nant L orenzo D. 
Tmmcll, with two field-picces, to give thcm grape 
aud ca ni stct'. Aftcl' OliO round, 0111y t bc dead and 
dying wcre left ou the pord). R ea chin g: Hamil­
ton's divi s ion I ordered h im to send Sullivan'S bri­
gade fOI'wnrd . It movcd ill line of b:lttlC in open 

. ---:---. -
~..:. 
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'JO OHIO . 
THE DEFEXSE OF BATTERY R OB INETT. 

F .'om a wa.'· tllllo sketch. 

g l'o lmd t1 little to the left of Buttery Powell. Be­
fo re its splendid advance the SC1LttCl' ('d onemy, who 
were endeavoring to fo rm a line of battle, about 
1 P. ) [. gave way and wcnt back in to t he woods, 
from which t hey novor again u<h-flllccd. 

Meanwhile thero had beon t er rific fi ght ing at 
Battory R olli.nett. The 1'031' of artillery nnd mus­
ketry for two 01' three hours was incessant. Clouds 
of smoke fill ed the ail' and o bscured the SUIl . I 
witnessed the first charge of the onemy 011 thi s 
part of the li ne before I went 0\'01' to HamiltOIl. 
Tho first repu lse I did not see because t he con­
testants wore clouded in smoke. It was an assault 
ill column. Thcl'c wOrc t hree or four assault ing 
columns of regiments, probably a hundred Yal'ds 
apart. 'l'he cnemy's left-lJil,nd column It:ld tried 
to make its way down into the low gl'OUlld to t he 
r ight of Robinett, but djd not make much progress. 
'fhe other two assaulting column s fared better, 
becll u:;e they were on the ridge, wh('ro the fallen 
timber was sourceI'. I ordered t he 2ith Ohio and 
11th MisSOUl'i to kueel in l'CIl I' of the right of R ohi­
nett, so as to get out of l':lnge of the enemy's fi l'e, 
:I 1If1 the momcnt he had exha usted himself to 
ch:ll'ge with the bayonet. 'fhe third assault was 
made just as I was see ing Sullivall into the fi~ht. 
1 saw the enemy come upon t he ridge while Bnt­
te]'y Robinett WH S belching its til'e at t hem. Aftel' 
the eha]'ge had fail ed I saw the 2ith Ohio a lHl t he 
11 t h l\fi sso lll'i chns ing thelll wilh hayo ll clJ:; . 

mouuted, pi:m tecl n flag-staff on the bnnk of the 
ditch, and fcll t hcl'c, shot hy olle of our drummer_ 
boys, wilo, wit h a pi s tol, W fiS helping to defcnd 
Robi nctt, I was told that Colonel Hogcl's was the 
fifth stunda rd-beu rcr who had fallen ill that last 
desperate charge. It was about as good fi ght ing 
on t he part of t he Confcderates as I eyer suw. 
The columns were plowed through ull tl th rough by 

GRAVE OF COLO:\]~L WILLTA)[ P. ROGERS. 
I.ooking 10\\' ;11'(1 Cor ill th rrom lhe (' lIIlJ:lIJkmC I11, "r Fort lIo1Jluctt. (J.' r om a I!hotograph takcn ill IS5-I\. 

our shot, bll t they s tendi ly closed lip nnd moved 
forward tllltil t hey were forccd back. 

J ust :lrtCI' thi s lnst assaul t I heard for t he first 
timc thc word ' ·I'allch. " Pussing over tho fie ld 0 11 

om'left. alJlong tho dcad and dy ing, I E:\W lean ing 
agai nst the root of fl, trec rL woul1dcd l ieutenan t of 
an Arkuusas l'eg illle ll t who had bee1l shot through 
thc foot. As IofTel'ed him sOllle watel', ho sa ill , 
Ie 'l' ha nk you, Gcncral j one of youI' meu just ga\'c 
me some." I "a id, " Whosc troops arc you ' " 110 
replied, BCabcll's." I said, "It was prclly hot 
fighting here." 110 answered , "Yes, Gcnera l, yOll 
li cked LI S g ood, bllf 'ICC {Jf/ tO you th o bes t ICC had ill 
th c1'(fllch." 

Beforo the encllw's fi rst assaul t on Robinett. 
I in spected the w~ods toward Ollr left where I 
knew Lo \'ell's di vision to be. I said to Colonel 
J oseph A. Mower, a[tcl'w:lrd commander of the Sev-

ell tooll th Army Corps, :lull familial'iy k nown a s 
1I l!"igh t ing J oe l\fowel'," I , Colonel: take t he m en 
now Oil the skirmish lino , nnd find Ollt wha t L oycll 
is doing." TIe replicd , "VeI'Y weU, Ge neral ." A s 
he was t.UI'uing' away I acldecl. "Feel them bu t 
I , . t I· , 

(011 t get lI.l 0 t lOll' fingersY He answered s ignifi_ 
c~ n tl~' : H PIf feel th em ! lJ Bcfore I left my posi­
tIOn 1\[ower had en tered t he woods, and soon I 
hea rd n treme ndous cra sh of Illll sketry ill t hat d i­
rcctiOIl. His ski rmishers fell b aek in to tho fall ell 
timbel': and t he adjutant repol'ted to me: <I Gen­
era l, I th iuk t he e nemy h:lve captlU'ccl Colonel 
l\[owel'; I think be is kill cd." Fh'c hours later 
when wc captured the e nemy's field-hospitals , we 
found t.hnt Colonel Mowct' had heen shot in the 
back of the neck and taken p r isoner . Ex])!'ess· 

. t I " ' . tng 
my JOY n J ~S safcty, b e showed that he knew be 
~lUd ~oe ll unjus tly r~ported to mo t he clny before a s 
IIItoxlcntell, by saYlllg.: "Yes, Gener al , but if ther 
~Iad reported me fOl'l>elllg' shot in t he l1CCk I to-(1:t~. 
IIl s tead of yestel'day, i t would h:we beon con cct;' 
. About 2 O'clock we found that tbe ell cn~y did l1~ t 
lIltell~l to makc anothe r altac k. F ain t from ex­
Ilt\ ~ lshon I soug ht tho shade of a tree, hom which 
POlll t I suw t hree blU's ts of smoke alld s" ;d t ' 
t fl' "Tl I . ,~ 0 HI) 

s a , ley I:\\'e h lown up Some flltllU unition_ 
wagons, a nd 111'0 go ing to l'eh'ca t. "We Illllst push 
t hel.n ." I .was all the lUorc cel'tain of thi s, bec:1use, 
han ng' fUl led, it good commaudel' like Yan D01'n 
woulllllse the ~thnost despatch in }H1tting thc for­
ests between 111m and h is llUl' f:! uing foc, , .. 

I rode a.long the li nes of th o cOllunanL1s, told t hem 
tlltl. ~, luwlIlg' h:cn mOVi ng :11 \(1 fighting fol' three 
da~'~ and two llIg'h ts, I knew lhey required I'es t, but 
th:lt they could not rest longer than was abso­
hlt~l y ncccssa l'y. I dil'cctcd them to pl'oceed to 
t heil' new camps, provide fi \'c days' m tio ns , tok o 
some n ced ed ~'cst , and be ready early ncxt moruillt'r 
fo l' the plll·smt. <:> 

The head of the enemy's main CO IUlll ll reached 
wit hiu u few feet of B;Lttel'yRobincit, :\ud Cololl cl 
Roge!'s, who was leadi ug it, colol's iu hnnci, d is-

T H E G1WU NJ> IN l"HON'I' OF l:h \T'l 'EHY HOBIN j~ '1"l'. 

G Clle l':~ 1 McPhel'so ll . SOllt f\'olll J ackson with the 
¥ood t'eg lm~llt s to hclp Il f' , a l'l'i\'ed alld b i\'ouucketl 
III th~ l)l~bh c squal'e a little b efo re sunset. Out' 
11 11 1'Slilt of t he eHomy was immediate ami Yi go rollS, I-rom a p!lOtVb"l'lll!h take ll an c l' ti m I.m!l!c. 
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GE);'ERAL BRAXTOX BRAGG . C. S. A. 

BR.AGG'S ADVANCE AND RETREAT, 

INCl~UDlNG PERRYVILLE AND MURFHEESllORO' 
_ 1'J-lE CONFEDERATE SillE. 

RY D .\ VI1J UHQU H.:lHT, COLO:SEL C S. A. 
A 1ll"IIllwl' of Gen, B ragg's stall'. 

G
E NEHAL BRAGG'S K ent ucky ca mpnign has 

dl'a,\\'11 011 him m or e cl'i tic ism lImn a ny oU,wr 
pltl't of hi s eru'ee l' as a militnry comn~an ~l c ]' . DUI'III S' 
that me mo!'lLble march I l'ode at Ill s ~ 1 c1e (rom dn,)' 
to cia\'. all d it was ids habit to confide to me Ill s 

hopes ~lIld feal's . 
About, ! he e ud of JIl~1e , lS6~,?-el1cl'u~ BTl'agg Wll,8 

yisited by ma ll y pl'Ollunent c itizens ot h,ell t llc k~ , 
who had 'a,\):lIldOIlCd their homc~, aud who ass ul'ed 
him th:Lt K(,IIL11('kia ns WCl'e thol'ollghly ~ oya l to the 
:;(llllh, :lIltl t hat as snoll as 1'lICY wel'e ~'1 \'ell, al~1 op-

t 't, 't "-o,,It! be IH'O\'cll F il'ed wi th 111Is Ideo, POI' UIII.'" ' . ;') , 
he plfLllncd h is on'cns i"e c:unplll,!rll, 0 11 th~ _l:S! 

r J I · 1862 thc move ment of t he Al'lIIY of, i'\ fJ s-o II \, , r'l '[ I 
s i ~s i'1I',i from 'rupelo was o1'de1'ed, I Ie III all 1'." 

and it was arl'a nged that Smith should move a t 
ollce against the Pedel'al fO l'ccs ullde l' Gell cl':ll 
George W. Morgan in Cumbe1'1and Gap, In th is 
interview Genel':ll Bl'agg was vel'y c~l·taill th:tt he 
would bcgin hi s forward mo\'c intcn 01' fiftccn dill'S 
nt la.test, :l.Ild if Kirby Smith was su cccssful in his 
opel'n.tion against Morgan h e would l)e on hi s 01'­
(ensh'c against. Buell, Kirby Smith took the field 
0 11 tho 13th of August, 1862. Ou the 28t.h, a rLOl' 
somo inev it a.bl e delays, Bragg crossed tho Tennes­
sce . hi s right wing, under Polk, 13,:137 stl'ong ; the 
left wi ng, ulld(,I' H ardee, 13,763 stl'Ong,-lotn I clrec­
I i\'e, 27,320 l'ank aud file, 

GOllcl'al Bl':1ggby this t ime \\'as llcepl)' imp,'(' s::!ed 
with the magnitude of his u ndertaking, He had 
lost f:Lith somewhat in the stories t lnLt had been 
told him of K entucky's d('s il'e to join the South, 
bil l he l)l'Oposed to g ive the people a cJmnce 01' so 
doing by the presence or Southern t l'OOps. At I bc 
f< :lmo time ho was resolved to do 1Iothi ng to im­
pod l t he s:lfet )' of his al' my, \\'h080 loss, he fo!t~ 
,,"ouM be II c l'ushiJlg blow to the Col!federaey, H e 
1'eached Cilrthage on the Dlh o[ Septembel'. 011 
tho 12th he wus at Glasgow, Ken tucky, whol'e he 
issued:t proclamation to Kentuckian >; , Ahou t that 
time also the COl'pS of Polk and H ardcc wcre 01'-

UNION FORT AT MUNFORDVILLE, CAPTUHED BY BR AGG , SEl"TE:'IJBER 17, l aG::!, 

d el'eu to unite, Buell Wfi S now moving on Bowling 
Groen from the South , Ou the 16th our firmy Slll'­
rounded and invested Munfordville, n.nd Gene1'al 
Wi lder, with its garl' ison of foUl' thollsltlld m Oll, 

was forced to ca.pi tul a te , Gell ('ra.t Kirby Smith, 
h:Witlg fouuc1 Morgan 's position impreg nable, d c­
taehed a pal't of his (OI'COS to iuvcst it, tL1Hl, ad­
v/lnci ll g on Lexington , defeated the F edernl fol'ces 
encolliltered at Richmond, Ky . He was relying 
on a ll eurly jUli ction with Ge noral Bragg, 

On the 17th of September Gencl'a ls Polk nUll 
Blll'dee werc called to :L couucil at Mnnfol'ch ' ill e , 
'Vith the map and the cavnl ry despatchcs outspread 
before him, General Brngg pl:lced Gcnera l Buell 
and h is army in our real', \\'ith l\Iullfor(h 'i llo on t he 
llil'oct line of hi s march to Lonis\;lIe, tho assumed 
objective po in t of his move ment, General Brflgg 
t hen explain ing his pIau, which was di scusscd and 
approved by hi s lieutenants , Our a<1v;l UCP. witS 
t hen l'csamcd, leaving Gcncrnl Bucll to purs ue his 
m nl'ch unmolested, rrhis aet.ion was subsequeully 
seve,'c ly c l'itieizcd by mi li t fl ry 1I1e ll , and at. the time 
i t was g rcatly deplored by mUll y ollice \'s of hi s com­
mand. At ] o'dock on the mOl'ning of the 18th of 
Septembcr , indeed, Bragg was on the point of l'e­
seincl ing the order 1'0 conti nue th e march, and of 
direetillg hlstcad a n immcclin.to oll'cns ive mo\'t)­
mc nt agai ll st BuelL 'l' he impol'tanec o( recovc r ing' 
~:\sh"ilIe indueed tho proposcd ch llngo of oper­
a tion , But, u pon fllrther considerutioll, bo reyer teli 
to his l)l'evions pIa li S, saying to mo with emphasis, 
"This campaig n must b e \\'on by ma rching, Hot b~' 
fight illg." H e used s imiIaI'I;lllgu:1ge :Lt s ubsequent. 
stagcs of the campil ign before th e Im ttle of Pel'l'~'­
\'i1le. At t he momcnt hc c\' ill c('(l 110 l'cgl'f:·t at. 
ha\'lng nllowed Bacll to pass 011 au]' left lIo llk. 

The s uccess of Ole column uull eI' Kil'])l' ~mith ill 
its combat :It Richmond. Ky .. e:' l:tted him. H e:' WitS 
w01'l'it"d by Iho dela.ys that l'dal'dcd his junction 
with 11m! olli e!'!', and wus l,!l'en.lly I'el ie \'ed whOll :111 
the COll fedemte fOl'ces i ll l«' nt nckl' were unit ed nt 
Lexin~ton. 

It was now tho eve of the battle of P el'l'ydlle, 

and Kirby Smith, at Salvisa, twenty miles to the 
nOl'theast, was calling for l'e illfol'comeuts, as h e 
was confident thn t. the foint was against Pel'~" ri1l e, 
a.nd that tho main attack wonld sure ly (n.ll on him, 
'rhus urged, Gencral Bragg, against h is 0 \\,11 jlldg· 
IUent, y iclded, and detnched two of his bost. diyi­
sions (Wit he l's's and Che:~tham's) to Smith's :tici. 
The former division eoulll not be l'ecnlJed ill time, 
nnd the latter :1l'rind thc mOl'n ing of the battle. 
HM'ing placed Gell e rlil Polk ill commaud 01' the 
troops. Bl'agf! had gone to Frun kfol't, the capitnl of 
I.he State of Kelltll<:ky~ to witncss tho inauglll'Ution 
of the secessionist gO\'Cl'IIOl', Hawes. The inaugu­
rnl was being rcad whe ll the booming of canl10U, 
shortly fo llowed 'by despatches from 011 1' cava lry 
outposts, :lllllouTlced the nem' presenco of the cu ­
omy, As the hall was chiefly filled hy the military, 
who h Ul'r ied away to thcir J'cspecliYe commands, 
the gO\'Cl'llor was ohliged t.o cut sho l,t his ill:tugm'al 
add.ress. 

T ho fi eld of P erryville was au OpC II a mI beauti­
full'olling CO lUl t l',Y, and the battle lll'csented n gl'nnd 
panorama , There was dcspe l'ft.te fightill g 011 both 
sides , r s:tw a· Pedel'nl batten-. with the U nion 
flag pla nted Ileal' its gU ll S, I'epltise six sw.:ccssh'e 
Cou Ceticl'are charges before l'etiring, sa,ying :1 11 bll t 
one gUll, :wtl elie it ing praise fo r their bl'IL\'C l'Y I','om 
their d esperate foes . 

About linrk, Polk , conyincellth:lt some Confed­
('l'a.tO t roops \\'(','e fil'ing iufo caeh othC'I' , cnlltcl'cd 
up t o the colonel of the rcgiment that. W:I S firi ll g, 
alld usked hi m angl'ill' what he lIlCaut by >;hooting 
hi s own fl·i clHls . 'fhe COIOIl('I, in a tone of sm'­
pl'i s(', snill: .. I don ' t think thc l'e cnll lJe nny m i8-
b1kc n bout it , I nm Slll'l' they :Ire tho CIlC' IlI Y." 

"Encmy ! '\,hy, I 1I:I\'e just'lcft the lll llI 'ys~l r. 
Cease fidng, si r , 'Vhat is yOlll' name!" l'ejoinC'll 
the Con.fctiCl'tLle gelle ral. {' I :lUI Colouel -- or 
thc -- Indinna . Alld pm,\', s il', \\' ho al'(, you l" 
'1' 1111 >; made :t\\':\l'(, that he was wil'll tL Pederall'cgi­
mellI , amI that hi>; olll y c~c:Lpe was to b l':l7.en i t. out, 
hi s dark blouse and th e incl'easillg obscnl'il")' hap­
Vily b('fl'iclIlling him, t he Confederate goneral shook 

mo \'~ fl hy I'nil, the arti ll ery allel cav: ~ I 1'.v aC I'OH~ th e 
COllnt!'}', ]:I C'tldquai'to1'>; \\'01'0 estlLldH:h~d al CIllIt­
tl:lIIooga OJI the 29th. 011 the 30th l\ r :lJ01'-Gc lI ~1'fi 1 
Kil''',\' Smit h visited Gcnel'al B"ltgg at 1 lint pow t, 
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ENGAGE:\lEXT Ol~ Sl'AHKWEAl'UEU'S DRIGA-DE ON 'l'IlE EXTREME UNION LEl'"'T. 
General J, C, S lark\'I'Cfllhcr.ln his olllclal 1'01101'1, s:ly6 Umt. 

tlJ(~ hrigflllc, eOlls ls llng at tho tlllle of Illo ~,lt h ]11111018, 1St. 
:lilt! :!Ist Wlscolltd ll, fl ml j !lth PCllnf<}, I\'flnl:l., "flITh'CIi o n tho 
n elt! or lJatUo at fllJout 1:30 1', ;\1., lHwlng lnarcho.1 tll'oh 'o 
nillus, . . FLII.llng Iho 1,I'oollsal rotlt!y c ng ngu.1 wcllun t lill ,'lgIII, 
CculCl', nmll c fl, all .1 Ihll,killg th o cxtre mo loft l'U,~il io IlIllOSt 
accCllsi lJle, alll l, frOIl! :lPllearanccs, 0111,1 thal ll lwultl b o Ilcltl at 

his fist in t he Pedeml colonel's face, and promptly 
said: "I will show you who I aID, sir, Cease firing 
at onee ! 11 'fhen, cantering down t he line agai n, 
he shouted a uthoritatively to the mell , "Cease iil'­
iug!" The n, reaching the covel' of a small copse, 
he spul'l'ed his horse and was soon back with his 
own corps, which he immediate ly ordered to open 
fire . 

The battle of Perr.'f\;l1e, a hard-fought fight 
ngainst many odds, was merely a f:tvorlLble inci­
dent whjch dec ided nothing, Our a rm y, howevel', 
was elated and did not d,I'C:tm of a retreat, as we 
hiUl held I..ho fi eld and bh·ou3.cked 011 it. But the 
comma.nding general. full oE enre, summoned his 
lieutenant-genel'uls to a council ill which both ad­
"ised reb'eut. 

The next day General Smit h's a.rmy was ca lled 
to ilal']'odsb lll'g, where a jUllctiou of the two fO I'ces 
WIIS efrected, lind where ,L position WfiS selected to 
rece ive Buell's a t tack, 'rhis, however, no t being 
made, Bragg was cuabled to take mellSlll'CS for all 
i1ll1nedia te retl'Ograde, FOlTest wns at once li cs­
patched by forced marches t o t nke position at 
1\lurfreesbol'o', li nd prepal'e it fo r occupancy l)y the 
retreating Confede ra tes . 

The conduct; 01: the retreat was illl'l'usted to Polk. 
OUI' army fell b~ck first to Cump Diek Robinson, 
whence th t' retreat began ill om'll est, a hrignde of 
cava lry leudi llg. 

About t he 3L'it of October, IR62, Geueml Bragg, 
!Jm'illg lUnda IL short visit to R ichmond, thero oh­
ttdned the sanctiOlI of t he Confederatc Govel']]­
ment 1'01' a movemcn t i,uto midd le 'I'cnnessee , He­
t Ul'Ili ng to Knox\' ill e, Ge ueral Brngg made prep-

all ]la1.al'll~, I Illaccll my comma lill at. ol1ce in l'o~ltioll racillS 
tho c nemy'H 1'1).:'111." (';clleral )[cCook, III Iris re llOrt all t he 
11:II't, t aken 1J,r S t al'kwCalhe l" R hrign.lc.!laYH Ihat Iho:!l sL Wls­
cOII Hl u waH !!l alloIlCtI" in a curll .fi d .\ , lying IloW I1 , awaiting 
the :lpJll'Oa c h of tho e n emy, a llt\ Wlle ll h e :l\lIIl'(HlchCtl with 
his O\'ol'wlll: l1l1 l l1 g (orco ti liM !LCW regiment PO\lI'CIJ h ila Ills 
milks u nH.l ~t wlt1IC1'l ng /il'l)." 

POSITroN OF LOOMIS'S BATTERY ON ROUSSEA.U'S LTh"E. I ,OOKING .ACROSS D OCTOR'S CREEK. 

Loami!!'!! hattery occnplel! t ho Id~hest. Ilflrt of t h e r idgo r ight !lank, The nttal'k 1111011 the I1081 t l01l Ircltl b~' Loomis's 
aoovo I I. p , llot.tom's hOllse, at aboll tt h e CClltcr of HOllsseau's battery was made c h iefly frolll the rltlgo III tllo m llllUo dis. 
IIl1e. Lytic's hriglllie oxtcll lle.l from tho bnttol')' ncross tho Innce of the l)ic tlLro 011 pagc:;·., Tile COllfeliernt(ls g aill cil tho 
oltl Mackville p ike to the" \.lUl'llt !Jaru," L)' llo ' s brlgflilo was n orthoast si li o of tllllt "Iolge by follo wi n g down tiro Ilry bet.!. 
assallell rmm the .1I1'cction o f Bottom'S hOllse, nlut from tho of DoctOI"iI Creck 1II1rlc r th e s h e lt er o( II~ wi.'l:!t bauk, 

zest illc idellts of his services under GCllcrnl T n.y­
arn.tions with the utmost rapidi ty for tho advan ce 101' in Mexico. On the 26th Ge nel'a l Wheeler, com­
to Murfreeshoro', whcre General Bl'cekillridge was manding the cayalry outposts, sent desl?atehes in 
a lready posted, and General Forrest was operating qui ck succession t.o headfJ1Hl.l'te rs reporti ng:t gen­
with a stron g, active c:t\'a lr)' force . Our head- cml advance of Rosecrans's army. Soon all was 
quarters were ad vanced to 'l'u l! aholmt ou t he B th hustle and nctivity. Geneml Hardce's corps at 
of Novembel', fmd on t be 26th to 1\hu'Crcesboro'. Triull e was ordered to MUl'£l'eeshoro' . Camps were 
Notwithstanding 10llg marches and fighti ug, t he at on co bl'okeu up, :llld everything was made ready 
condition of t he troops was \'ery good; and had fo r activc service . On the 27th of Decembcr onr 
they been wcll clad , the Confedel'ate army wonld arm}, was movin g, 
have presen ted fl, fine a.ppCIl.r:mce, 0;\ SUlHlny, December 28t.h, Polk and Hardee 

On No vember 24th, 1862, the eomm:mds of 'Lieu- met :tt General Bmgg's headquarters to lenrll the 
t enan t-Ge ll el'al Pemberton at Vicksburg, aud t hat si tua ti on and his plans. Rosecrans was ndvnnciug 
of General Bragg in Teunessee, were placed under from Nashville with hi s whole army. 'VllCeler 
Geneml Jo~eph E. Johnstoll: and his ofIic ial bead. with his cavalry was so disposed at the moment 
quarters were cstnblished at Chattanooga. I mme- as to prot.ect the flank s, anll , whell pressed, to fall 
diately there:tftel' General J ohnston visited !\[ur- back town rd the main army. HUl'dee's corps, eOll­
fmesbol'o', where he passed SOme dn.ys devoted sisti ng of t.h e divis ions of Bl'eck illl'idge and Cle­
to a. thorough ins pection of the army. Our fo rces hm'nc, Wil'll Jrrckson's brigade ns n. reserve, consti­
lllunbCI'Cd somewhat o\'e1' 40,000 men . General tuted our right wing, with its right resting Oll t he 
Johnston's visit was followed during the second Lebanoll Pike and its left on the Nash vill e road. 
week in December h y that o[ President Dfl\'is nnd P olk's corps, composed of Withers'S alld Cheat­
his a ide, Gencral Custis Lee, 'l'he President asked ham's d iv isions, was to take post with its right 
Bmgg if he d id not think he could spare a d ivisiou touchi ng Hardee on the Nnshvill e I'ond,aud its left 
of h is army to reinforce P emberton, Bragg ns- resting on the Salem P ike; McCown'S division was 
sented :lIld despatched:t divil!iolt of 8000 Ille llllllder t o forlll the l'eservc lind to occupy our eentCl·. S uch 
Stevenso ll , 'l'h is step was cOlltl'i\ry to tho decided was the posit ion of the Con federate army on the 
opinio n previo ll sly expressed to ).11', Davis byGcll - 29t h of December. 
c I':\l John ston, On Tuesd ny, December 30th , R osecrans was in 

So well slltisfied was Ge nol'a.! Bragg at 11I~v illg OUl'frollt,nl1l i leand :~halfltway. At 120'clocl: a1'­
i'xtrica ted his army hom its periiollS position in tiller)' on both sides was cngaged. At:3 o'clock 
Kentu.c,];: Y, Oll'lt he was 110t nlr('ct'e(l by I'he al'tltcl;:s the F cdel'ul illfallh'y Ildviw eed and l'lttacked 0 111' 

npo]] hlln by Lit e press flll' t ho failure of tihe cam- lines , but; WOI'O l'ep il ised by t,he L Oll is inlllL a nd AI:1-
paig n. H o was cheerful, lind wou ld frequently ball1 :L brigllde, und er Colonel GibsOll, commanding 
join the staff about the citmp-fire, and relate with in the absence of. Gc ncrn l Daniel Adams. But n ight 
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soon interposell , quiet prevllil ed, and the t wo ar­
mies bh'ouncked opposite to each oilic r. General 
Bragg was on the fi e ld the entire day, but re turned 
to hi s headq.uartcrs that evening at MtII'fl'eesboro' , 
lIe ellll cd Ill S co rps eou\lllfl,ll(lcl's together a,nd in­
formed them that hi s :\dYiees convinced him tha.t 
R oseel'fin s, uuder cover of the day's attack had 
been massing hi s troops for a mo" e 0 11 o~· left 
f1nnk. It was then agreed that Hardee should at 
once move to the extr eme left Cleburne's divi s ion 
of hi s corps and the reservo (l\I cCown) and that 
next morning, ilardee should t.:~ke eo;n lllaml il~ 
that quarter and begin t h e fight . 

,At daylight Oil t he 31st ( Wed.ues(by), Hardee 
With Cleburne's and McCown's dh'isions, attacked 
McCook's corps o[ the Federal arlllY_ For a. while 
th~ ene~lY were d isorganized, m allY of the mell 
bemg sti ll engaged in cooking their breakfasts 
but the~' vel'Y soon got lIucle r nrlllS alld in position' 
~llld r eSisted the :~tta <.:k with despcration. At thi~ 
JUllct.tu'e Polk lu h 'aneed with 'Wi thers's a nd Cil . t-
I ' I'" . a m.m s (nT) SlO~S, and u[te l' hard fighting 'McCook's 
cO,rps was dl'l\'en back b etween thrce nnd fou l' 
lIul~s. 0111' :lttae~ had pivoted t he P ederal s on 
t heil' cen ter , ben<1l1lg buck their linc, as one half. 
shut s n. knife-,hladc, , At 12 O'clock we had a lal'go 
part of t he held, With many prisone rs. CH IlIlOII 
g tlllS, IllUlllmdtiOIl, wagons, and thc ~leHd and 
wot lllded of bl)t h 11l'lll if's, 

Between ,:! and 3 o'e loe1.:, howevcr, Hoseel'uns 
ma ssc,d ar~lll e.I'Y 011 the fa.Yol'a.blo ris ing grollnd 
to wInch 111 8 11IIe lind been forced bac k . On thi s 
g t'olllld ccdar-tTees werc so t h ick t'hat hi s movo­
ments had not been perccived. Oll\'li ue acrain ad­
vu nced, Stewal't's, Chalmers's, DOl\clso~'s, a ud 
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SI' IUNG N EAR 1'l':lfRY\"ILLE. W TIIe n TIE T.PED 
TO RELI£n·; DRAGG ' S l ' AUCIlED AIDlY. 

PERRYVLLLE, KEN'rUCKY, LOOKING SOU'frrRAST FROM THE lUACKYlLLE l~lKE. impair his furthc r usefulness . On the 
4th of February Genoml Polk weut 
so far indeed as to write direct to 
Presideut Davis with l'cgn.rd to the di s­
sati sfactio n felt, mal the necessity for 
the inllllediate substitutio u of another 
commander .... 

Maney's brigades, supported by Slocomb's, Cobb's, 
and Byrne's batteries, were hurled against tIle 
Feder al line , but eouldnot cal'!'y it. Reiufol'cec1 
by Gibson's and Jackson's brigades , another charge 
was ordN'cd, but the pOSition was not carried: and 
mallY were kill ed alld wOIUlded au our s ide. 

A lJittel' cold night was now on us . We were 
mus ters of the fie ld. 'I'he sheen of a bright. mOOB 

revealed t he sad carnage of the (by, and t he bo1'-
1'01'5 of war beca,me y jd dly d is tinct. 'f lint night 
General Bl'agg again made bis headquarters at 
Murfreesboro', Wh C11ce he gtwe ordors for tho carc 
of t he wOlluded. All the churches and public 
bui ld in gs wero turned into hospitals. He an­
lLounced to Iti chmoud by t e legraph: "God has 
gra.ntcd us a happy New -¥rear." 

W e had indeed routed the Federal I'ight wing, 
but the bloody work was not over. During Janu­
al'Y 1s t Rosec rans's army 'was in trenching itself, 
but Ge neml Bragg was of t,he opinion t lw"t their 
qui e t mean t :1, r etl'eat . 

During t he lUOl'lling of the 2tl (Pl'iday) qu iet 
prevn,il('d, except some shelling ali out' right. A t 
a.bout lIoon Geu('ral Bragg determined to dislodge 
the force 011 his right. Orders wel'e gi ven to tha.t 
enel, and Ollr best troops were carefully selected. 
H a nsoll 'S, Pl'eston's1 Gibson's, ami Hunt's brigades, 
with Cobb's Ilnc! Wright's batteries, were placed 
uncleI' Major-Gener al Bl'eclcimidge . A gun fired 
by one of om' Imtteries a t 4 o'clock was the signal 
for the attack. After a. fierce fight we eal"l'icd the 
h il l. 'r he orders werc to tako it s crost, amI there 
remain intrenched. General Breckinridge en­
deavored to execute this ordel', bllt the comman­
ders of t he bJ"igadcs engaged cou ld Hot l'e~tra,in the 
al'dor of the ir mell~ who pushed 0 11 beyond support. 
'1'he Feder al blttteries that had been massed Oil 
t.he other side of the stream now opened on t,hem, 
auti drove the Coufederates back with ten'ihle 
s!<Lug htel', f ully 2000 of 0111" men heing killed a nd 
wo unded in th is :Lttack. A t ]O o'clock P. 1\1. the 
ne ws of this di sastrous charge, led by tho elite of 
t hc Confedcr:l,te army, casl; a gloom ovcr all. 

Saturday, J alllHlry 3d, the two al'm i('s fn.cell each 
other, with little fighting Oll e it her side. 

The miscarriage of the 2d determined General 
Bragg to begin to fall back au 'fullaho ml1 j but all 
day of t.he 3d Olll' fOl"ces maintn,ined their line of 
battle taken up early tha.t morning. That n ight 
the eV:lcuation of Murfreesboro' w:-.15 effected. 

General Rosecrans entered Murfreesboro' au 
Sunday, the 4th of Jan unl'Y, 1803. Meantime his 
adversary was in fulll'etreat au Tullahoma, thi r t.y­
SLX miles distant. By thi s t ime Genera l Bragg's 
corps commanders, as well as t heir subordinates 
down to the regimental ran k and file, scarcely con­
cealed their want of confidence in him as the COIl1-

mander of the army. On the 11th of January he 
invited from hi s corps, divis ion , and br igade com­
manders an expl'e:;:sion of their opinion on that 
point, ami their replies, while aHirming their ad­
miration fO l" his personal courage, devotion to 
duty, and n,bility as an organizer, frankly confes!';ed 
that his armv had lost confidence to such au exteu t 
in his capa~i ty fot· chi ef cOllllnuud as wholly to 

THE BATTLE OF STONE'S 
RIVER (MURFREESBORO')­

THE UNION SIDE. 
By G. C. KKrFFr~-, LlliUT.-COr.ONEL, 

U. S. V. 
A HlcmlH.l I· of GCllCl"fll CI·!U owlcu ·s s l;I(I". 

ON the 26th of December, 18G2, Gcn-

l'EAII-TII EE, O~E II U~DllEI) YEAHS OI. U, AT TilE L E I' 1' O F 
nOVSSEAU'S rOSITlO~, l 'I>HUYHLLE. 

eral W. S . ROSeCl"fillS, who on t ho 20th of 
October had succeeded General Buell in t he com­
mand of the Army of t he Cumberl and, set out 
from Nash vill e with thf~t al"lllywith t he p urpose of 
attacking t he Confederate forces under Genoral 
Braxton Bragg, then concentrated in the noigh ­
borhood of l\:[ ur.n:eesboro', on Stone's River, Tenti . 

., , 

, ., :':< ",.~<"",,*, . 
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The three corps into wh ich the army was organ­
ized moved by the following l'ou tes : Genera l Crit­
tCll(len by the l\1ul'fl'eeshOl'o' turnpike, aniviug 
within two llliles of Mur:LJ.:ecsbol'o' on tho night of 
tho 2Dthj Ge nera l Thomas's corps hy t be Franklin 
<unl 'Vilki nson tl1l'llpikes, thence by cross-roads to 
the :M1lI"frecsboro' pike, al'l'iving a few holU's la.ter ; 
and Genera l McCook's corps, mflrching hy the 
Nolensville pike to 'l'l'iune. and hivouacldllg a t 
Overall's CI'eek on the same night . . 

Rosecrans reportcd his force actually engaged, 
December 31st, at 43,400, while Bragg placed his 
own force at 37,712 .... 

1I0S I'IT,H. KITcnE~ . 

'The plan of battle was as follows : General Mc­
Cook was to oecupy t he most advantageous posi­
tion , r efus ing hi s ri gh t as much as was pract icable 
and necessary to secme Hi to receive t he attack 
of the enemy, or, if ihat did not como, to attack 
sufliciently to hold all the fOI·ces in his f ront. 
GCllCl'lI l 'l;holllas aud Gen('ral Pal mer were to open 
with skirmishing and engage t he enemy's eentCi' 
auci left as fa.r as the ri \'er. Cl'i ttellcle ll was to 
CI·OS S Van Cleve's divi s ioll at t he lower ford(covered 
~ul a snpported by Morton's Pioneel's, 1700 st rong ), 
l~nd to advance on Brecldnridge. Wood's divis ion 
was to cross hy brigades a t t he upper i'onl , :Llld. 
moving 011 V an Cleve's ri gh t , was to ca.rry every­
th ing before i t to Murfreesboro' , 'l'h is move was 
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GEXERAL SAMUE L BEATTY'S BRI GADE (VJ.\ N CI~EVE'S DlVTSION) ADYfu~CING TO SUSTAI X 
TH E UN rON TH GU'!' ~EAR TllE NAS[{Y1f~LE P I KE. 

intended to dislodge Brcckinridge, and to gain the 
high ground enst of Stone's Ri ver, so that Wood's 
batter ies could enfilade the heavy body of troops 
massed in iL'ontof Negley aud P al mer, '1'hecenter 
and left, using Negley's r ight as 3. pivot, were to 
swing round through Murfreeshoro' nnd take the 
force confronti ng McCook in real', dr iving it into 
the coun t ry toward Salem, '1'he successful execu­
t ion of General Rosec rans's design depended not 
more lIpon the spll'i t and gallan try of the assault­
ing column than upon the courage and obstinacy 
with which the pos it ion held by the right wi ug 
should be maill tai ned. H aving explai ned this fact 
to Genera l l\[cCook, the commanding genera l asked 
him if, with n. fu il lmowledgeo[ the g roll ud, he could 
if attacked, hold h is posit ion threo hours, - again 
alluding to his di ssatisfaction wit b the di rec Li on 
which hi s line had a ssumed, bu t , as befo l'(~, lea.\'­
ing that to t he corps COlnllltLll del', - to which Mc­
Cook replied, 1< 1 think I enn ." 

Swi ft witnesses had borne to the ellt·s of General 
Bragg the Illo\'ements of Genol'al Hosoc l'ans. B e 
hall in hi s army about the same proportion or raw 
t roops to veterans as General Hosecr:lns, and the 
armies wcre equally well armed. By a. si ngular 
eoincidenco Bl'agg had formed n. plnn h1ent ical 
with thut of hi8 antagon ist. If hoth could hnve 
been curd ed out s imultu ll eously tho spectacle 
would hnve been presen ted of t wo l arge ul'mies 
t Ul'n ing upon nn axis f l'ollllcft to ri ght . Lieuten­
ant-Geneml H ardee was p ll t in eOll'l mnnd oC the 
CO ll fedemte left wing, eonsistilJg oC McCown 's and 
Clehlll:ne's d ivisions, und l'eceived orders to attack 
at daylight. Hard eels attack was to h e taken up 
by Polk with the divisions of Cheathnlll und With-

ers in succession to the r ight fl llllk, the move to 
he'mnde by a eOllstant wheel to the right, on 
Polk's r ight flan k as a p ivot, 'l ' he object of Gen­
eral Bragg was hy an early (lnd impetuons at.tack 
to £o1'ee the Union a rmy back upon Stolle's Rn'er, 
Ilud, if practicable, by the aid of the cavalry, cut 
it off from its bnse of operat ions and supplies by 
the Naslw ille pike. 

As has been shown , the U nion a nd COllfedern.te 
Hues were much nea rer toge ther on the Union 
right thll n on the left . In poin t of filet the di s­
tance to be lll llrched lJY Van Cleve to str ike Breek­
il1l'idge on Bragg's r ight, crossing S tone's Ri ver 
by the lower ford, wn.s a mile and a half. '1'0 carry 
out the order of General B t'agg to ehll rge upon 
Roseerans's r ight, the Confederate lef t wing, dou­
bled, wi th McCown ill t ho firs t line aud Clehurne 
in suppor t, had only to rollow nt douhle-quick 
the advance of the skirmish lille n fe w hundred 
paces , to Jiml themselves in close cOll llict wi t:h 
:McCook, 

'!'he Confederate movement b egan nt daybreak. 
Ge nera l Elm'dee movcd lt is two d.i visions with the 
precision t ltat characterized that ahle commander. 
McCown, deflecting to the west" as he ndvrlnced to 
the a.ttnck, left Ull opening l)etween his r ight Ilnd 
Withers's left, into wh ich Cleb urne'S di vision [eJi , 
an cl together tl lC two divisions ehnrged upon R. ·W. 
J OhUSOll a nd Dav is, while yet the men of those 
divisions were prepar ing bl'eukfllst, '1'here was no 
s llrpr ise , 'fhe fi rst movement in theil' fron t wns 
ol)so l'\'e(1 by the Union sk irmish line . but that fi rst 
movement was a, r llsh n.s of n. tornado. 'rhe skit·­
mishers fell bnck steadily, fighti ng, upon the main 
li lle, but the main line was ovel'bol'l.Ie by t he fury 

P OSITI ON OP MENDEN R ALL'S F IFTY·EIGllT GUN S (AS SEEN FRO::\[ THE :BAS'!' B AN K ABOVE 
'l'Hl~ FORD) WH ICH R EPELLE D THE CH ARGE OP BRECKINRIDGE, .JANUAR Y 2, 1863. 

of the assault. Far to the right , overlapping R . 
W . J ohnson, the Confederate li ne came sweeping 
on like the resistl ess tide, dr ivi ng artillerists from 
their guns l1ud illfulltry rrom their encampments, 
Slowly the extreme r ight fel l back, at first contest­
ing e\'el'y inch of g round, In Kirk's brigade 500 
mell were killed 01' wounded ill a few minu tes , 
'Yillich lost ncar1y as mnny, Goodspee's batt ery, 
on Will ieh's right, lost t hree guns. 'lllle swing of 
Brugg's left fl ank toward tbe ri ght brought J\fe­
Cown's br igades upon the r ight of Davis's divis ion. 
Le:tving the detachments in R 'V. J ohnson's (li vi­
sion to the attention of two of h is brigades and 
'Vheclel" s cavah'y , ~lcCown t ur ll ed :McNair to the 
righl, where Cleburne was already hea vily e ll­
gaged. Driving Davis's sk irmishers before h im, 
Cleburne advanced wilh difli culty in lino of batt le, 
bCllri ng t o the right ove l' l'ough ground cu t lip with 
uumerous fences and thi ckets, and ea.me u pon the 
main line at n d istall eo of three-fourths of a. milo 
fl'OIll hi s place of b ivouac . It was not yet daylight 
when he hega n his march, and he struok the UUiOll 
line at six o'c lock. Goneml Dm; s now changed 
the frou t of Colonel P ost's b r igade nearly pCl'pen­
d ieu lal' to the real', 

LI front of P ost, the Confederates 1mder l\Ie­
COWlt, in command of MeNHir's b r igade of h is own 
di vision, aud Liddell of Cleu1Il'lI e's divis ioll

l 
re­

ce ived :), dec ided repulse; :0 111 Cleblll'll e was for a 
t.i me equally uli successful ill p ushing back t ho 
ma ill Union li ne. 

'1'lIl'eo successive ussa ults we re mude upon thi s 
position. In the second , Vll1 lg'lum's lind l\lalle~"s 
brigades of Cheatham's d i\' is ion rclieved T.loomis's 
and Manigault's . I II t be th in1 attack P ost's bri-
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gllde was em'eloped by H ardee's left, which, sweep­
ing toward his rear, made wi thdrawal a necessity. 
Si ll had been kill ed ill the first a ssault. Schaefer 'S 
Union b r igade was bro ught forwll rd to the suppor t 
of the fron t li ne. 'r he dying order fl'om Ge nera l 
Sill to cha rge WIlS gall an tly obeyed, a nll Loomis 
was dri ve n back to hi s first })osition, Manigault 
a.c1vanCCfl at about 8 o'woek, and a,ttacked di rectly 
in his fron t , but , m eeting with t he same r ecept ion, 
was compelled to l'e lil'e . A second a ttack l'esu1ted 
like the first. 

l~osec ran s, ha ving: arrll nged h is pla n of bat tle, 
had r isen early to superintend its execution . 
Cri ttenden, whose headquarters were a few paces 
cl istant, moull ted at G A. M., and wi Lh his sta ff 
rode to an emi.nence, whe r~ Rosee.l'ans, surrounded 
by his staff-ofi1 cers, was listening to the openi.ng 
guns on the r igh t , 'The plnn of Bragg wus in­
sta,ntIy d ivined, but no a pprehension of danger 
WIIS fel t . Suddenly tho woods on the right in tho 
1'0:\ 1' o[ Negley appeared to be alive wi th men Wan ­
dering aimlessly in the d irection of the l'ear. The 
rOlll' or art illery grew more distinct, millgle(l with 
tho continuous volleys of musketry. Tho rear of 
a li ne of battle ul\\':\,ys prescnts the p itiable spec­
tacle of It horde of skulkers, men who. when t ri ed 
ill HIe fie rce fla me of battle, find , often to their Ow n 
d isgust, t hnt they a re lac.k ing i ll t he elemeut of 
cO llrage. But the speet'n cle of~ whole l'egiments of 
soldiers flyi llg i n panic to Iho rcnr was a s igh t 
never ~ecn b): tho Ar my of the Cumberland excep t 
on t!tat occaSIOn. Capta in Ot is. [rom hi s position 
on !he ex t reme l'igh t, tlespatehed a messenger , who 
nt't'lvcd breathless, to ill COl'Lll General Hosecl'ans 
that the ri gh t wing was in l'api<1l'et l'e.-tt. The ns-
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SCENE OF THE FIGHTING OF PAL;\IEH'S AND ROUSSEAU'S DIVISIOKS. 

In UIO tl islanco h c;twc(lu the railrn,H! 011 tho le ft :\1\1\ tho 
plke In the center wag I hO liI"s t 11081t101l of Hazen's bri;..:ado o[ 
Palmer' s tUvisloll 011 nee.:l1. 111 tho CCIIIU!! 011 the l'iSl l1 Neg. 

toull(ling intelligence was confirmed amoment later 
bya staff-officer f l'om l\fcCook, calling for reinforce­
ments. " Tell Gencl'al l\IcCook," said Rosecr:lll s, 
jj to contest every inch of grouud. If he holds 
t hem we will swing iuto Murfreesboro' nnd cu t 
t hem off." 'f hcn UOUSSClLU, with his 1'0501'\'e5, was 
sent into the fight, and Van Cleve, who, in the 
execution of the initial movement on the left, had 
crossed Stone's River at 6 A. ~I . at tbe lower ford, 
aIH! wus marching in close column up the bill be­
yond the river (preparatory to fot'ming a line of 
battle for a movement to the right, where Wood 
was to join him in :l,n assault upon Breckinr idge), 
was n.rrested by an order to return and take pos i­
tion on tbe turnpike fac ing to ward the woods on 
tbe right. A few moments later t hi s gallnnt divi. 
sion cn.me da!:lhing across the fields, with water 
dripping from theil· clothing, to take a. ha.nd in the 
frn.y. Harker's bl'igade was withili':1wn from the 
left and sent in on Rousseau's right, and Morton's 
Pioneers, relieved at the ford by Price's brigade, 
were posted all Hurkee s ri ght. The remaining 
briga.des of Van Cleve's dhis ion (Beatty's and 
Fyffe's) formed on the extreme right , and thus un 
improvised line half a mile in extent presented a 
a new and unexpected front to the appl'oaehing 
enemy. It was a t rying posi tioll to these men to 
sta nd in line whUe the pallic·stricken soldiers of 
McCook's beaten I'egiments, flying in terror through 
the woods, rushed past them, r:rhe Union lines 
could not fire, for their comrades were h cbveen 
them and the enemy. Rosecl'aJls seemed ubiqui­
tous. All these dispositions had been made under 
his personal superdsion. While r iding l'ltpid1y to 
the fron t, ?ol?nel Gal'esche, hi s chief·of.sbLff, was 
killed at Ins Side by It CUllllon·ball. Find ill<' Sheri. 
dan coming out of the cedars into wbich R-~usse~l.U 
had just e ntered, Rosecrans directed Sheridan to 
the a mlDlmition hain, with orders to fill his car­
tridge-boxes a.nd uH1rch to t he support of Hazen'S 
brigade,now hotly engaged all the edge of the Hound 
Forest. The le ft was now exposed to attack by 
Brecki.lll'id?,e, aud riding mpidly to the ford , Hose­
crans mqUlred who commanded t be brigade. " I 
do, sir,1t said COlOllCl Price, "Will yo u hold this 

ler's ,11\'151011 alltl the I·cglllar .. ~ of HOllsscan'g tli\"is\oll were 
roug hIY " :\1I<1Ie.1. In tho foregTolllltl al'e SCCIi tho tJattcrio~s 

or Loomi s ,lILtI Guenther. 

ford ~" " I will t ry, sir." II 'Vill you hold this fOJ'41 ~" 
'I I will die l'ighthere." II Will you hold this ford ~" 
for the third t ime thundcr ed tlle general. "Yes, 
sir ," sa,id the colonel. I, 'l'hat will do" i and away 
galloped Rosecrans to Palmer, who was contend­
ing agai nst long odds fol' the posscssion of Round 
Forest . ... 

ADY.tiKCE OF COLONEL 1\1 , B . WALKER'S UNION BRIGADE, AT STONE'S RIVER, ON 
THE EVENlNG OF' .TA..t.~UARY 2, 1863. 

\ValkCl··S posi tion Is in tho cellars nCllr tho 1"i;..:ht o f Rom seau's Ilnc . In Iho rig-ht o[ tho l)iClllro Is scen tho .lIh !\richl:;::-an 
Han~ IT. Tin:! [I"(lln , lillo WIIS compose!1 or tho :!1 st a1111 171h Ohio, m ill iJhl sccolltllino M tho S'.!lllnlliatUl a lHl3Sth Ollio. 

[The COIlfctlCI":Ite attack of Dcccmber 31 w ns finally re· 
pulsed at the Ilist position tal.:cn by the Union forccs 
south nnd west of the cem ete r y. Tlw de cisive comhnt 
Loolr pln ce .TllllllUl'Y 2 on the e a st b:lnlr of t,il e river.] 

sl1 ccessive stroJ, es from r ight. to left of Bea.tt.y's 
line . Overborne by numerica l s trength, t ho Union 
brigades of Price and Pyffe were forced back upon 
Grider, in reserve. t he righ t of whose b r igade was 
rapidly being tU1'l1 ed by H anson, th reatening to 
cu t t he division off f rOIl1 tho river, Beatty ordered 
retreat, aud assa.i1allts aHel assa il cd moved in a 

Geneml Bmgg confidently expected to find the mass toward the l'iver. 'rhe space between the 
Union t roops gone fr om h is front on the morning river bank and the l' idgo occupied by Grose now 
of the 2d, His cavalry had repor ted the t urnpike presented a scene of t he wildC'st confusion. The 
full of troops and wagons moving toward Nashville, pursuit led the Confederat.e column to the right of 
but t he force east of Stolle's River soon attracted Grose, a.lId Lieu tenant L ivingston opened upon it 
his attention, Rcconnoissanee by staff-officers re- wi th hi s artillery, but he waS q uickly ordered across 
"ealed Beatty's line, enfilading Polk in his new the ri ver, Cl'ittendeu

1 
turuing to hi s ch ief-of'Ul'til­

position, It was evident that Polk must be ,\ith- lery, said, II Mendenhall , YOll must co\'er my mon 
drawn 01' Beatty dislodged. Bragg chose t he latt~r with youI' gUllS." Nevel' was thero a mO l'O effective 
alternative, and Breck iu ridge, against his earuest response to such a request; the batteries of Swal­
protest, was dirccted to conceutl'ate hi s division low, P a rsons, E step. Stokes. Stenns, Standart, 
and assault Bcatty. 'ren Napoleon guns were Bradley, and Livingston clashed fonvard, wheeled 
added to hi s com;]land, and the cavalry was 01'- into pOSition, and opened firc. In all, fifty-eight 
dered to covel' his right. The line was formed by pieces of nrtille r,\" played upon the enemy. Not 
placing Ha.nson's brigade of Kentuckians, who hnd less than one hlmdl'ed shots pcr minute wcrc fir ed. 
t hus far b orne 110 part in the engagement, on the As the lllass of mOll swarmed down the slope they 
extrcme left, supported by Adams's brigade, now were mowed clown by the score. Confederates were 
commanded by Colonel Gibson. 'I'he Confederate pin ioncd to t he earth by falling branches. For a 
Palmer's brigade, commanded by Genem.! Pillow, few minutes t he bravo fellows held t hei r grouuel, 
took the right of t he line, with Preston in rese rve. hoping to advnuce, but the west bank bristled with 
The artillCl'y was ordered to follow the att ack and bayonets . 
go into position Oil thc summit of the slope when Hanso ll was mortally wounded, a nd his brigade 
Beatty should b e driven f]'om it. The tOtltl lost over 4.00 lUell; the loss in the divis ion was 
strongth o[ t ho assa.ulting column was estimated 1410. There was no thought lIOW of attacking 
by Bragg at six thousand men, His eayalr.y took Grose, but one gencral impulse to get out of t he 
no part in the actioll. . jaws of death. The Union in fa ntry was soon or· 

In the assault tbat followed n. lm cf ea·unonade del'ed to Charge. Colonel John P . Miller with hi s 
H auson's left was t.h.l'OWJl forW fLl'l1 close to t he riYcr brigade and two regiments of StU-lIley's was tho 
bank, with ordcrs to liro OliN', t heu charge with the first to Ct·oss the ri Yer, on the extreme left. ITo 
bayonet. On the ri ght of Bentt~y was Colone l S. was quickly followed on t he ri ght by Davis and 
W. Price's bJ'igade, and the chal'ge made by TIfln ~ 1\[orton , :wdbyTIazenin t.hecentcr. Beattyquickly 
son's 6t,h Ken tucky was mot by Price's 8th Ken- l'e·formed his division and recrossed the rivcr and 
tucky regiment, followed by HanSOIl nndPiliow in joined ill the pmsuit. The. ar tillery ceased fir ing, 
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and the Union line with louel cheers dashecl for­
ward , firing volley after yolley upon the fugit ives, 
who rallied behind Robertson's battery a lld Ander~ 
sou's brigade in t he nar row skirt of timber from 
which they had emerged to the assault. The Union 
line advanced a·nd took possession of the ground 
from which Beatty had been driven n.n hout' b e­
fore, and both ar mies bivouacked upon the battle­
field . 

THE UNION LEl<'T AT STONE'S RIVER. 
BY THOMAS L. CRITTENDEN,MAJ OR-GEN., U. S. Y. 

Comnmlliliu l;" the left willg at S toIlO'S Rivc!". 

THE bat tle of Stone's Rh-er , 'l'enllessee, on the 
31st of December, 1862, and t be 2d of J anu­

ary, 1863, was one of the most fiercely contested 
and bloody confl.iets of t he war. '1'ho two armies 
thn.t mot in t.his conflict were made up of soldiers 
who, fo r the most part, had been d isciplined by 
capable instrllctors and ht~rdenod by sel'\' ice in 
the field , both Im,ing made many long marches, 
and neither ha,Ying been stl'allgel'S to the pcrils of 
the battle-Held. illor00v(,I', these a1'mies were ably 
commanded by g raduates of the 1\[ilitary Academy 
at\Vest POint-lLmilit,l\l'Y school , I think, notsul'­
passed, if equaled, a.nywhere olse. The chu'atioll 
of t he hattle, and tho long list of tho kill ed aud 
wounded, show the stuff of which the two armies 
were composed. I do not th ink tllat two b etter 
armies, a s numerous unci so nearly matched in 
s trength, o"er met in battle, 

I had the good fortun e to command the loft wing 
of oUl'arm y, and, thanks to t he skill fi nd bravery of 
t he officers and mell of my command, t ho enemy 
wel'e not ablo to drive t hom from our first line of 
bat t le. Oil the 31st of Decemhcl' my extl'emo left 
W:1 S strongly posted, bllt my righ t was in an open 
field back from the s tl'enlll. St ill it was a fa irly 
strong posit ioll by reason of the raih'oall and t he 
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railroad cut und the woods. 'I'homas's position in 
the centel' wn.s not so sh 'ong as mille i of McCook's) 
on 0111' right, I knew nothing i that it was less 
strong than Ollrs, I prcsume from the fact t hat in 
spitc of the most stubborn resistance McCook was 
driven back two miles 01' more, the whole right of 
t he arlUY hinging on its ceuter: while the left held 
its g round. 'l'homas, with Rousseau's division, i.n­
cluding a brigade of r egulars (Lieutcnant-Colonel 
O. L. Shepherd's), undertook to suppor t McCook, 
butthey wel'e alldrh'en along. Every time the r ight 
was driven ill I thoughl; (and I now think) that 
nothing but n, most extl'uol'diu:1ry blunder on the 
p:u't of a. soldier of the experience of Bl'ngg hin­
dered him from bre:tking Rosecrans's army in two 
and leaving mo standin~ with my troops looking 
at Mmfrceshol'o'. It is a pretty well-estahlished 
maxim in milital'y tactics that you sho1l1d a,lways 
prf' ss yo ur advant.age, Bragg had t he advantage j 
all that he Imd to do (it seems to me) was to pur­
sue it nnd leave me alone with my success. I ll­
stead of tlmt, he a.ttempted to drivo the lcift ; but 
he could not drivc us j and meanwhi le our right 
\\,:IS reol'gauized, Idid not know on the 31st when 
thcy wo uld come right upon onr real', I was fac­
ing Mnl'freesbol'o'. My right division under Palmer 
cbtmged its place somewhat, to eonforlll to our 
movemcnts on the right, but that l ine was main­
tained by stubbol'll fighti ng. Thomas was then 
Ii0t fnl' bu,ck, I~nd thut helped me more. (McCook 
was too flU' [tway for a,ny protection to my flank.) 
HOUSSCl~lI'S mcn were <h'iven out of tlle woods, a 
regular d ense th icket, and Shepherd's regulars suf­
fered fearfully iu t hcre. 'rhC'y moved in by the 
head of co lumn. There was 110 fighting of conse­
quence on the 1st of J annary , 

'rhe last attack made by the enemy was upon my 
extL'eme left, on the 2d of Jauuary, and it was dis­
astrOUS to t hem. Van Cleve's divi sion, unde)' Colo­
ncl Samuel Bel~tty, h:td crossed the r iver on the 
1st, anti Groso a,nd Hazen had followed with theil' 
brigadcs on the 2d. The fight opened Oil Colonel 
Ben.t.ty's line l1nd lasted a bout twenty minutes. Be­
fore this battle T had been inclined to unden:tte 
the importance of artillery in OUl' war, but I nevcr 
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knew thnt arm to rcnder s lich important ser\'ice as had bcen killed , I d id n 't know tlIis nt t he time I 
:tt this point, '1'h<': sound judgment, bravery! and ate it, 
ski ll oi ~Ia.jol' John Mendcnhall, who was my chief- On t hc njght of the 31st fI, wagon·train arri\'ed 
of-artillery, enn.blcd mc to open 58 gUlls almost from Nasb\ille escort.ed by It thousand men, Ilnd 
s imultaneously 011 Breckiul'idge's men, a.ud to turn these mCll, I learncd, ·were sent back. I won't say 
n, dashing charge iuto a su(hlcn retreat and rout wbom they wero u nder, but I know I i elt and 
in wh ich lhe enemy lost 1700 01' 1800 men in a fe \;' thought it was unwiso that It thousand mcn who 
momcnts. I witnessed the effect of t h is cnnnonadc had n't bcen in the fight lit It II should bc selltawil.y. 
upon the Confedl'rate advaneo. Mendenhall's gUllS All the wagons in the world would n't ha\'e nmde 
were about 100 yards back fl'om the l'ivel', Van 111e send back a t.housll ucl fresh mcn. They could 
Cleve's divi s ion of my comma.nd was retirilw down I.H~YO stayed there n,nd eltten horse for a wb ile u ntil 
the oppos ite slope, before ovel'\vhelming lll~mbers they hac1 won the fight. 
of the enemy, when the glUlS, the fire ofwlIich had I regard Hosecl'tlns as of the first order of m.il i­
been hcld t ill 01Ll' lllen should no longer be e:\."})osed b1ry mind. He was both bl':1.\'e :md generous, nu­
to it, opcned upon tlle swarming enemy. The Vel'y p ul s ively so j in fact, in h is impulsiveness lay a 
forest seemed to fnn bcfore OUr fi re, mul not a Con- milital'Y defect, wh ich was to issue too many 01'­
federnte renched the ri vel'. :Mendenhall clid 110t del'S while his lllell WC I'O fighting. 'Whcn I met him 
receive udequatc rec.ogni t ion ill the I'eport of Gen- on tbe field on t he 31 st I saw t he sta ill s of bloo(1 
eral R OSeCl'all s. 0 11 his breust , and exclaimed: "Are yon wounded , 

As to 0111' genera l's plan of bILt,tie, I don't remcm_ General til II0h, no," said he, II t hat is the blood 
IJel' that I was ever advised of it. 'rho battle was of pOOl' Garesche, who has just boc il killed." 
fought a~col'd:illg to the ylft.ll of General Bragg. After the fight on t he n ight of the 31st ;~ UIIIll-
Inrleed,OllL'lI1llformeXpel'ICIICewas_atPerryvill e bel' of general officers were assembled by Hose-
at Stone's Rh'Ol', at Chiekamn.uga_ that whelleve~' crans's ordor inchtding McCook, 'l'homas, Stauley, 
wo wcnt to u.ttack Bragg we were attacked by him, Rnd myself, ' There was somc talk of falling back. 
and so anI' plnn had to be extemporized, I kncw I do not rcmember who stul'ted the subject, but 
Bl'agg. His rcputation wus that of n, mal'tinet. H e I do remcmber that I exprcsscd the opinion that 
was a severe discipli.nal'ian, 11 good soldier, and a my mell would be v('ry milch cliSeOlLl':lgcd to have 
hard fighter. to abandon thu field a[ter their good fight of the 

DUl'i.ng the fight I liad the expedenco of eathlg I~ day, during wh ich tbey hnd uniformly heM thcil' 
h.orse-steak, the only oue I eyer t asted ; it was position. I spoke of til e p t'opos it,ion as resembling 
Si mply because although we had supplies t hero we the suggestion of General 'Vool to General 'l':tylol' 
could )I't get at them, I had to go to s leep with- at Buena V ista, when rI'ILy lot' responded: " My 
out my wngon, and as I said somcthing about being wouuded are behind me, and I ,.,.; 1.1 lIeyc}' pass 
hungry, one of the men said: II Gencl'IlI, I will get them alive ," nosecrans call ec11l,fcCook to accolTI­
YOlllL first-rate becfsteak." Next m01'lling I fmmtI pnny 11im on a. r ide, direclill~ us to rema·in until 
that the st enk lIad been cut from a. horse that their l·etu rn . McCook has since told me th;lt t he 
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pm'pose of this ride W:I S to find n. pos ition beyond 
Overall's Creek to which the nt'my might retire. 
Upon approaching the creek Hosecrans, pereei \'­
iug mounted men mO\'iug lip and down with tOL'ClleS, 
said to McCook: II They have got entirely ill Our 
rcar and are forming n lille of battle by torch­
light.'l They returned then lo where wa were, and 
Hosecrans told us to go to OUl' commands and pro­
pare to fight or dic. 'I'he explana.tion of t he 
torches is that the men were mnkiJlg Ihes, ancl t he 
torches were til'il lg-brt1nds b eing carried from olle 
point to nnother by cava lryme n. I had rCceived 
nn order from General Rosecrans not to allow tilC' 
men to make fires j but upon looking out of my 
quU\'tel's I diseo\'ered that the fircs werc already 
made from one end of my line to the other. I sent 
Rosecrans word thnt as the men were cold aIHI werc 
not bei.ng disturbed b y tho enemy) aud as it would 
take all night to put out tho fires. we had bettel' 
le:Lve them. T he Ulon would have sutTered vel'y 
much if they had stayed l'IlOrc all nigllt without fh'C' 

The battle was fought for t,he possession of mid­
dle 'l'cnuessee, We went down to drivo the Con­
federates out of Murfreesboro', and we drove them 
out. They went off It few miles and camped again . 
A.lld we, although we were tho victors , vii'LunUy 
went into hospital for s ix mon t hs b efore we could 
mareh after them Ilg:1in. " 'llcther we would take 
MUl'freesboro' or go back to Nnshville wus uOllbt­
f ul until the last momeut. As in most of our ba t­
tles, very meager fruits resulted to either sillc from 
such partial yictol'ies as werc for t,he most part won. 
Yct it was a h'iumph, It showed that in the long 
run the big purse Rnd the big bllttn.lions - both on 
OIU' side - must win i and it proved tbnt there wer(\ 
no better soldiers thun 0 111'$ . 

'rho results of the battle were not what we had 
hoped, and yet there was a general feeling of ela­
t ion. One day, aiter we had gone into MUI'fl'ees­
boro', I accompanied GenCl'n l Rosecl':lns in a ride 
11boll t 0111' camp. " 'e had ('oille fleross sOllle r egi_ 
ment 0 1' brignde thnt Wfi S beillg dr illed, and they 
ra ised a shout, find liS ho rod e alollg h u took oIT h is 
C:LP a nd said : II All ri ght, boys, all right j Bragg's 
:L good dog, but Hold Fast's a better." '1'his Wt,~ ll 
expressed my feeli.ng ns to the kind of ,ictory we 
had won. 
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