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IMPORTANT FEATURES OF THE “PEOPLE'S PICTORIAL EDITION.”

Fort Sumter.

The Union side, by GEN. DOUBLEDAY, Executive Officer of the Fort, and by a sergeant of the ;.':n_rri—
son; the Confederate side, by GEN, STEPHEN D. LEE, Alde-de-Camp to Gen, Beauregard, the Con-
federate Communder, who besieged Fort Sumter.

Bull Run.

The Union side, by GEN. FRY of the staff of Gen. McDowell, commanding the Union forces, and by
Walt Whitman the poet, who deseribes the return of the retreating troops to Washington ns seen
by him while nursing ifi the hospital; the Confederate side, by GEN. BEAUREGARD, commanding the
Confederate Army of the Potomae, and by GEN. IMBODEN, commanding a battery of artillery.

Fort Donelson.

Graphically described by GEN. LEW WALLACE, author of “Ben Hur,"” ete., commanding the Third
Division of the Union forces.

Shiloh.

By GEN. GRANT, the Union Commander, supplemented by an article by GEN. BUELL; the Con-
federate side deseribed by COL., WM. PRESTON JOHNSTON, sou of the Confederate Commander,
Albert Sidney Johnston, killed at Shiloli —the second day’s fighting described by GEN. BEAURE-
GARD, who took command after the death of Gen. Johnston.

The Fight Between the ¢ Monitor’’ and the ¢ Merrimac.”

By a LIEUTENANT ON THE ‘* MERRIMAC'* and by THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE ** MONI-
TOR.' Capt. Ericsson tells how the “ Monitor" was invented, and a survivor of the crew descrihes
her loss in o storm off Hatteras,

The Peninsular Campaign.
By GEN. GEORGE B. M'CLELLAN, who commanded the Union Army, with a supplementary article
by PHILIPPE COMTE de PARIS, of Gen. MeClellan's staff, and articles on the various battles of the
campaign —Seven Pines, Hanover Court House, Gaines’ Mill, Malvern Hill, The Seven Daya' Fight-
ing, by generals on both sides, including FITZ-JOHN PORTER, LONGSTREET, D. H. HILL, GUSTA-
YUS W. SMITH, and JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON.

The Capture of New Orleans.

The Union side, by ADMIRAL PORTER, who commanded the mortar fleet, and by COMMANDER
BARTLETT, and CAPTAIN KAUTZ; the Confederate side.hy CAPT. BEVERLEY CANNON, and by
George W. Cable, the famous novelist, who was a lad in New Orleans at the time of the capture.

The Second Battle of Bull Run.

By GEN. JOHN POPE, Union Commander; the Confederate side by GEN. LONGSTREET, and GEN.
TALIAFERRO.

A;'ltietam.

The Union side, by GEN. M'CLELLAN, with notes by GEN. JOSEPH HOOKER, the story of the battle
as seen [rom the ranks by a private, and an army correspondent’s acecount of it by Charles Carleton
Coffin; the Confederate slde, by GEN. LONGSTREET, who commanded the right and center, and **A
Southern Woman's Recollections of Antietam."

From Corinth to Murfreesboro’.

Including the Battle of Tukn, by GEN. HAMILTON ;- the Battle of Corinth, by GEN. ROSECRANS ;
Murfrocsboro’, by GEN. CRITTENDEN, commanding the left wing; the Confederate side by COL. UR=~
QUHART, of Gen. Brage's staff,

Fredericksburg.
The Union side, by GEN. COUCH, commanding the Second Corps, and by GEN. AMES and GEN. REY~
NOLDS; the Confederate side, by GEN. M’LAWS and other Confederate officers.

Chancellorsville,

The Union aide, by GEN. PLEASONTON, commanding the eavalry, by GEN. HOWARD, commanding
the Eleventh Corps, and by LIEUT.-COL. JACKSON, of Gen. Newton's staff; the Confederate side,
with special reference to the death of Stonewall Juckson, deseribed by the REY. JAMES POWER
SMITH, Stonewnll Jackson's aide~de-camp.

Gettysburg.

A wonderinl deseription of this great battle by leaders on both sides, with connecting notes by GEN.
DOUBLEDAY, muaking the whole story of the battle easily understood. The articles are by GEN.
LONGSTREET, commanding the First Corps of Lee's army, GEN, HENRY J. HUNT, chief of artille
of the Army of the Potomace (Union); GEN. ALEXANDER, chief of Longstreet's artillery; GEN.
KERSHAW, who commanded Kershaw's Confederate brignde; GEN. E. M. LAW, who commanded o
Confederate division in the assault on * Round Top™: GEN. IMBODEN, commanding a Contederate
cavalry brigade; LIEUT.=-COL. RICE, U. S. A., cic., ete.

Vicksburg.

The Union side, by GEN. GRANT, commander of the besleging armies; the Confederate side, by COL.
LOCKETT, chief engineer of the defenses of Vicksburg,

Chickamauga.

The Confederate side, describing the great attack, by GEN. D. H. HILL, commanding n Confederate
corps; the Union side, by GEN, OPDYCKE, who was Colonel of the 126th Ohio in the battle, hy GEN.
l\"UléLEkF-ETON. who was Gen. Granger's chief-of-stail, und by GEN. THURSTON, who was on Gen.
MoCook’s stall,

Chattanooga.

By GEN. GRANT, commanding the Union Army: the assaunlt on Missionary Ridge deseribed by GEN.
FULLERTON, Union, and by GEN. BRAXTON BRAGG, Confederate.

Operations on the Atlantic Coast.

The Burnside cxllmdition, described by GEN. BURNSIDE ; the attack on Charleston, by GEN. QUINCY
A. GILLMORE: Fort Fisher, hf' CAPT. SELFRIDGE, commanding a naval division; the Confederate
ram “ Albemarle,” by her builder, Gilbert Elliott, with the thrilling story of the destruction of the
* Albemarle,” by COMMANDER CUSHING, who led the expedition to gink the ram.

The Wilderness.

The Union side, by GEN. GRANT, GEN. ALEXANDER 5. \\}EBB. GEN. MARTIN McMAHON, GEN.
:\’M. FéaRtl]EJAR SMITH, and others; the Confeéderate side, by GEN. E. M. LAW, Geo. Cary Eggles-
o1, and others. \

Sherman’s March.

Including a great article by GEN. SHERMAN, with articles by GEN. 0. 0. HOWARD and GEN.
HENRY W. SLOCUM ; the Confederateside, by GEN. JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, who opposed Sherman’s
march to Atlanta, and others,

Sheridan in the Shenandoah.

The Union side, by GEN. WESLEY MERRITT; the Confederate side, by GEN. JUBAL A. EARLY.

Petersburg.
By MAJOR POWELL, who describes the Battle of the Crater ; GEN. HENRY G. THOMAS, and others.

The Fight Between the ‘“Alabama * and the ¢ Kearsarge.”

A great story of this famous fight, related by THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE *' ALABAMA "
and by THE SURGEON OF THE ** KEARSARGE."

Five Forks and Appomattox.

By GEN. HORACE PORTER, of Gen. Grant's staff, with articles on the fall of Richmond by it CON=
FEDERATE CAPTAIN, and the oceupation hy A MEMBER OF GEN. WEITZEL'S STAFF : with an
article on “‘The Last Days of the Confedéracy.” by the Confederate GEN. DUKE, and the story of the
grand review in Washington, by GEN. SLOCUM.

In addition to the battles and campaigns deseribed above, there are papers on many other im-
portant engngements, such as the Battle of Mobile Bay, the Pea RidgetCampaign, by Gen. Sigel, 1a-
mous eavalry radds described by their leaders, Hood's invasion of Tennessce, nimerous articles by
privates on both sides describing tlie life in the ranks, ete., éte.

A Superb Popular Edition of the world-famous “Century War Book,” including all the most striking features of that great
work, with the connecting material condensed for popular reading. Including, also, all the important illustrations.

COMPLETE IN TWENTY PARTS.

Copyright, 183y, 1857, 1883, 18y, by The Century Co




BREVET MAJOR-GENERAL HENRY G. THOMAS, U. 8. V.

proposition was received with disfavor. Matters
remained in statu quo until about 2 p, 3., when the
enemy’s anticipated assault was made.

About 9:30 a. M. General Meade had given posi-
tive orders to have the troops withdrawn from the
crater. To have done so under the severe fire of
the enemy would have produced a stampede, which
would have endangered the Union lines, and might
possibly have communicated itself to the troops
that were massed in rear of the Ninth Corps. Gen-
eral Burnside thought, for these and other reasons,
that it would be possible to leave his command
there until nightfall, and then withdraw it. There
was no means of getting food or water to them, for
which they were suffering. The midsummer sun
caused waves of moisture produced hy the ex-
halation from this mass to rise above the crater.
Wounded men died there begging piteously for
water, and soldiers extended their tongues to
dampen their parched lips until their tongues
seemed to hang from their mouths. Finally, the
enemy, having taken advantage of our inactivity
to mass his troops, was seen to emerge from the
swale between the hill on which the erater was
situated and that of the cemetery.  On aceount of
this depression they could not be seen by our ar-
tillery, and hence no guns were brought to bear
upon them. The only place where they could be
observed was from the erater. But there was no
serviceable artillery there, and no infantry foree
sufficiently organized to offer resistance when the
enemy’s eolumn pressed forward.  All in the era-
ter who could possibly hang on by their elbows and
toes lay flat against its conieal wall and delivered
their fire; but noft more than a hundred men at a
time could get into position, and these were only
armed with muzzle-loading guns, and in order to
re-load they were compelled to face about and
place their backs against the wall.

The enemy’s guns suddenly ceased their
long-continned and uninterrupted fire on the
crater, and the advaneing eolumn charged
in the face of feeble resistance offered by the
Union troops. At this stage they were per-
ceived by our artillery, which opened a mur-
derous fire, but too late. Over the erest and
into the erater they poured, and a hand-to-
band confliet ensued. It was of short dura-
tion, however; crowded as our troops were,
and withoutorganization,resistance was vain.
Many men were bayoneted at that time—
some probably thatwould not have been, ex-
cept for the excitement of battle.  About 87
officers and 1652 men of the Ninth Corps were
captured, the remainder retiring to our own
lines, to which the enemy did not attempt to
advance. Among the eaptured was General
William F. Bartlett. Earlier in the war he
had lost a leg, which he replaced with one of
cork. While he was standing in the erater, a
shot was heard to strike with the peculiar
thud known to those who have been in action,
and the general was seen to totter and fall. A
numberof officers and men immediatelylifted
him, when he eried out, “Put me any place
where Leansitdown.” “Butyouarewounded,
General, are n't you?” was the inquiry. “My
leg is shattered all to pieces,” said he. “Then you
can’t sit up,” they urged; “you’ll have to lie down.”
“Qh, no ! exelaimed the general, ““it’s only my cork
leg that 's shattered ! ..

THE CHARGE OF THE COLORED
DIVISION.

BY HENRY GODDARD THOMAS, BREVET MAJOR-
GENERAL, U.B. V.
Commanding Second Brigade of Colored Troops at the
Battle of the Crater,

-+ . For some time
previous fothe explosion
of the mine it was deter-
mined by General Burn-
side that the eolored di-
vision should lead the
assault. The general
tactical plan had been
giventothe brigade com-

manders (Colonel Sigfried and myself), with a
rough outline map of the ground, and directions
to study the front for ourselves. DBut this
latter was impracticable exeept in momentary
glimpses. The enemy made a target of every
head that appeared above the work, and their
marksmanship was good. The manner of study-
ing the ground was this: Putting my battered old

GUIDON OF THOMAS'S BRIGADE OF
THE COLORED DIVISION = SHADED
PARTS, GREEN; THE FIELD, WHITE.

hat on a ramrod and lifting it above the
sunpart just enough for them not to dis-
cover that no man was under it, I drew
their fire; then stepping quickly a few
paces to one side, I took a hasty obser-
vation. . . .

About 11 p. 3., July 29th, a few hours
before the action, we were
offieially informed that the
plan had been changed,and  *
our divisionwould not lead.

We were then bivouacking on
our arms in rear of our line, just
behind the covered way leading
to the mine. I returned to that
bivouae dejeeted and with an in-
stinet of disasterfor the morrow.
As Isummoned and told my regi-
mental commanders, their faces
expressed the same feeling,

Any striking event or piece of
news was usually eagerly dis-
eussed by the white troops, and
in the ranks military eritics were
as plenty and perhaps more vol-
uble than among the officers.
Not so with the blacks; impor-
fant news such as that hefore us,
after the bare announcement,
was usually followed by long si-
Ience. Theysat about in groups,
“studying,” as they called it.
They waited, like the Quakers,
for the spirit to move ; when the
spirit moved, one of their sing-
ers would uplift a mighty voice,
like a bard of old, in a wild sort
of chant. If he did not strike
a sympathetie chord in his hear-
ers, if they did not find in his utterance the expo-
nent of theiridea, he wounld sing it again and again,
altering sometimes the words, more often the mu-
sic. If his changes met general acceptance, one
voice after another would chime in; a rough har-
mony of three parts would add itself ; other groups
would join his, and the song would become the
song of the command.

The night we learned that we were to lead the
charge the news filled them too full for ordinary
utterance. The joyous negro guffaw always break-
ing out about the camp-fire ceased. They formed
cireles in their company streets and were sitting
on the ground intently and solemnly “studying.”
At last a heavy voice began to sing,

**We-e looks li-ike me-en a-n-marchin’ on,
We looks li-ike men-er-war.”

Over and over again he sang it, making slight
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SONG OF THE COLORED DIVISION BEFORE CHARGING INTO THE CRATER.
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RELICS IN THE CRATER MUSEUM.
- 1. Musket-barrel with bullet-hole at the muz-
T zle. 2, Musket burst by two bullets meeting in
the barrel, a bullet having entered the muzzle as the gun
was discharged. 3. Musket struek by six bullets, one em-

bedding itself in the barrel near the bayonet. 4. Musket hent
after having been cocked and eapped. 5. Musket-stock covered
with blood, found in & bomb-proof. 6. Sword found in a bomb-proof. 7. Broken sworid.
8. Lining of a eaviridge-box. 9. Canteen perforated by bullets. 10, Shovel having
bullct-holes, found on the Union picket line in front of the crater. 11. Frying-pan
having bullet-holes; taken out of the crater.

changes in the melody. The rest listened to him
intently; no sign of approval or disapproval es-
caped their lips or appeared on their faces. All
at once, when his refrain had struck the right re-
sponse in their hearts, his group took it up, and
shortly half a thousand voices were upraised ex-
temporizing o half dissonant middle part and bass.
It was a picturesque scene—these dark men, with
their white eyes and teeth and full red lips, erouch-
ing over a smoldering camp-fire, in dusky shadow,
with only the feeble rays of the lanterns of the
first sergeants and the lights of the candles dimly
showing through the tents. The sound was as
weird as the secene, when all the voices struck the
low E (last note but one), held it, and then rose to
A with a portamento as sonorous as it was clumsy.
Until we fought the battle of the erater they sang
this every night to the exelusion of all other songs.
After that defeat they sang it no more. . . .
Finally, about 7:30 A. M., we got the order for
the colored division to charge. My brigade fol-
lowed Sigfried’s at the double-quick, Arrived at
the erater, a part of the First Brigade entered.
The erater was alveady too full ; that I could easily
see, I swung my column to the right and charged
over the enemy’s rifle-pits connecting with the ern-
ter on our right. These pits were different from
any in our lines—a labyrinth of bomb-proofs and

19




7 N : ST
R LAY '/,..‘\w,;\‘ g&‘% ks, NS
e TR LN U 'RW Tg -l iy, |
‘ ™ %‘*‘mm’\ -nﬁﬂﬂﬂ'q&:‘lp\mﬁm\%ﬁ{(af\l|\\".ﬁ-- R _‘\
LA A i

THE CRATER, AS SEEN

FROM THE UNION SIDI.

From a sketch made at the time,

In October, 1887, Major James C. Coit, of Cheraw, South
Carolina, wrote as follows with regard to this picture, and
the Confederate battery, under his command, bearing on the
crater:

1 am satisfied that I made that sketeh of the crater. T
had sentthe sketeh home after the battle, and had given some
of the officers on the lines copies. It was made when I was
in front of the Iederal lines under the flag of truce for bury-
ing the dead. One gun that was blown up by the explosion
fell between the lines, as represented in the sketeh,

“ My guns [Coit’s battalion] were all upon the front line up
to the time of the explosion of the mine. After that time one
of my batteries v placed upon a second line, upon the
Jerusalem plank-road immediately in rear of the crater. I
also had a mortar-battery between the erater and the ceme-
tery, about 150 yards in rear of the battery that was so effective
on the day of the explosion. This battery [Wright's), where I

magazines, with passages between. My brigade
moved gallantly on right over the bomb-proofs and
over the men of the First Division. As we mounted
the pits, a deadly enfilade from eight guns on our
right and a murderous cross-fire of musketry met
us. Among the officers, the first to fall was the
gallant Fessenden of the 234 Regiment. Ayres
and Woodruff of the 3lst dropped within a few
yards of Fessenden, Ayres being killed, and Wood-
ruff mortally wounded. Liscomb of the 23d then
fell to rise no more; and then Haeclkhiser of the
28th and Flint and Aiken of the 29th. Major Roek-
wood of the 19th then mounted the crest and fell
baek dead, with a cheer on his lips. Norwere these
all; for at that time hundreds of heroes “carved in
ebony” fell. These black men commanded the
admiration and respect of every heholder.

The most advantageous point for the purpose,
about eight hundred feet from the crater, having
been reached, we leaped from the works and en-
deavored to make a rush for the crest. Captain
Marshall .. Dempey, and Lieutenant Christopher
Pennell, of my staff, and four white orderlies with
the brigade gnidon accompanied me, closely fol-
lowed by Lieutenant-Colonel Ross, leading the 31st
Regiment. At the instant of leaving the works

i the engagement, was just across the 1'.'u'_inu to our
]t"fl: :)!;‘::f;gcmter?uul]ust in rear of our infantry line, about
300 yards distant from the crater. It was erected there to
defend Elliott's Salient. It bore directly upor} the crater, ;u_u]
was the only battery which could reach the ¥ ederal tmul'm in
advancing to our lines and after they om:u;pin_:d t._he crater. It
commanded the ground from the Federal main lin u)tr_b lh.e ..Ic-
rusalem plank-road in rear of the crater. General 1 Ullel‘\\ as
unable to silence it, or even to do us any serious mjun_ , be-
cause he could not fire directly upon its frm?t. Trom this po-
sition, which was very elevated, I had a view of the whole
field from the Federal main line to the ridgoe or pl:mk-ruu.d._ i
saw all the movements of the Federal troops Ir.mn the hog:'m-
ning to the end of the fight. I remember particularly being
struck with the gallantry of one of the F‘vﬂvrul officers, with
aflag in one hand and waving his sword in the other, mount-
ing our works.”

Ross was shot down ; the next officer in rank, Cap-
tain Wright, was shot as he stooped over hi'm. The
men were largely without leaders, and their organ-
ization was destroyed. Two of my four orderlies
were wounded : one, flag in hand; the remaining
two sought shelter when Lieutenant P(?nnell, res-
cuing the guidon, hastened down the_lmp outside
the pits. With his sword uplifted in hisright hand
and the banner in his left, he sought to call out the
men along the whole line of the parapet. Illl a
moment, a musketry fire was focused upon him,
whirling him round and round several times hefore
he fell. Of commanding figure, his hravery was so
conspicuous that, according to Colonel Weld's tes-
timony, a number of his (Weld's) men were shot
because, spell-bound, they forgot their own shelter
in watehing this superb boy, who was an only ehild
of an old Massachusetts clergyman, and to me as
Jonathan was to David.

The men of the 31st making the charge were
being mowed down like grass, with no hope of any
one reaching the erest, so I ordered them to seat-
ter and run back. The fire was such that Captain
Dempey and myself were the only officers who re-
turned, unharmed, of those who left the works for
that charge.

THE CONFEDERATE LINE AS RECONSTRUCTED AT THE CRATER,
From a drawing made by Lieutenant Henderson after the battle,

We were not long back within the honeycomb of
passages and homb-proofs near the crater before I
received this order from the division eommander:
“Colonels Sigfried and Thomas, if you have not
already done so, you will immediately proceed to
take the crest in your front.” My command was
crowded into the pits, already too full, and were
sandwiched, man for man, against the men of the
First Division. They were thus partly sheltered
from the fire that had reduced them coming up;
but their orgamization was almost lost. T had
already sent word to General Burnside by Major
James L. Van Buren, of his staff, that unless a
movement simultaneous with mine was made to
the right, to stop the enfilading fire, I thought not;
a man would live to reach the crest; but that I
would try another charge in about ten minutes,
and I hoped to be supported. I then directed the
commanders of the 23d, 28th, and 29th regiments
to get their commands as much together and sepa-
rated from the others as possible in that time, so
that cach could have a regimental following, for
we were mixed up with white troops, and with one
another to the extent of almost paralyzing any ef-
fort. We managed to make the charge, however,
Colonel Bross of the 20th leading. The 31st had
been so shattered, was so diminished, so largely
without officers, that I got what was left of them
out of the way of the charging eolumn as much as
possible. This column met the same fate in one
respeet as the former, As I gave the ovder, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Johm A. Bross, taking the flag into
his own hands, was the first man to leap from the
works into the valley of death below. Ie had at-
tired himself in full uniform, evidently with the in-
tent of inspiring his men. He had hardly reached
the ground outside the works before he fell to rise
no more. He was conspicuous and magnificent in
his gallantry. The black men followed into the
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Jaws of death, and advanced until met
in foree from the Confederate lines.

I lost in all 36 officers and 877 men,—total, 913.
The 23d Regiment entered the charge with eighteen
of?wers; it came out with seven. The 28th entered
with eleven officers, and ecame out with four. The
31st had but two officers for duty that night.
: N()Tlt{].— The battle of the * Cratep”
reing the attempts o Grant to take Petershur, by di
helx b ] L f1d rect
assault. Hancock's corps, Grege's cavalry ﬂivi:ioi, anda
force from }Zutler's army advanced up the north bank of
the .Tm_nes in August to threaten Richmound, and at the
i)nme time Warren's €orps marched out of the works at
Tetersbllrg and seizeﬂ_ the Weldon Tailroad, at Globe

a'\rfm, south of the city. The Confederates made re.
pe.l. ce} and desperate attacks to dislodge Warren, but
.\Tvc:o repulsed. Later Hancocl and Gregg recrossed the
rnm{za rund 1).roceeg1(.:d to destroy the Weldon road be-
yond \\' Arren’s position. A desperate battle ensued at
Reamés s Station on August 20th, -

In September operations were con tinued north of the

James, 1;_‘1]11 Corgs, under General D.
y g °nth, under General E. 0. C.

S;I(':}.u ?a{? L:Ed :Fort Harr SO1, opposite Drewry's Blufls, 3?3’
Foom, v..ere Tepulsed in g desperate assault on Fort

I[rlmg(,:ta ls:tlf)ng Work nearer to Richmond.

PP t?: oe; mfll c.l\.pecm‘mn under Hancocl attempted
1'00.(1’ sy D!.l _1E_sulc railroad, a line west of the Weldon
» but it proved to he Wwithin the enemy’s intrench-

ments and the expedit; retire p
Hateher's Run, 11"111'&111?31; retived after a sharp battle at

1808 5 movements on the left were
Eél‘?isi\l pﬁ?étl{:}l, ?{)ccem}:er Tth to 10th, under Warren, by
el mellrtrm nuquad was destroyed as far as
s nmiér ;*. i h? combined movement, February 5th
i Nu’\'emher ﬂ.I'll;‘l.l and Humphreys (who on the 28th
P whin;h ﬁ‘ucccedec} to the commang of Hancock’s
e ’t e 11]1 cs}lllted i extending the Union intrench-
i h Ochm sRu‘n. after some severe fighting with
e - P.Hil and Gordon. The renewal of
el Fn‘l -1&»; nsslln tll.l(: SPring of 1865 led to the campaign
e Mm‘ch.ﬁ;th l[?llnlildml‘a cavalry joined the besieging
'.u‘]r\»ruml o l‘iglit ﬁ:m;};\ the 20th started on the march
eanwhile, on ¢ 5
Grant's lines at Fm"t}B{-Stfz‘:ltl}il;m?nrdml,
trenc_hments continued untiy t
terminated the sieg
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This sketch was made from a photograph (of a drawing)
which Captain Semmes gave to a friend, with the remark
that it was a correct picture of his ship. On the stocks, and
until she went into commission, the Alabama was known as
“No. 200,” that being her number on the list of ships built by
the Lairds. According to the volume, “ Our Cruise in the
Confederate States’ War Steamer Alabama,"” she was a bark.
rigged wooden propeller, of 1040 tons’ register ; length of keel,
210 feet; length over all, 220; beam, 32; depth, 17, She car-
ried two horizontal engines, each of 300 horse-power ; she had
stowage for 350 tons of conl.  All her standing rigging was of
wire. She had a double wheel placed just before the mizzen-
mast, and on it was inseribed the motto, * Aide toi et Diew
traidera.”

THE CONFEDERATE CRUISER “ ALABAMA."

The bridge was in the center, just before the funnel. She
carried five boats; cutter and lnunch amidships, gig and
whale-boat between the main and mizzen-mast, and dingey
astern. The main deck was pierced for twelve guns. She
had an elliptic stern, billet head, and high bulwarks. Her
cabin accommodations were first-elass; and her ward-room
was furnished with a handsome suite of state.-rooms. The
starboard steerage was for midshipmen, the port for engin.
eers. Next came the engine.room, coal-bnnkers, ete.; then
the berth-deck, accommodating 120 men., Under the ward-
room were store.rooms, and under the steerage were shell-
rooms, Just forward of the fire-room came the hold, next the
magazines, and, forward of all, the boatswain’s and sail-
maker’s store-rooms. ‘The hold was all under the berth-deck.

THE DUEL BETWEEN THE “ALABAMA” AND THE
“KEARSARGE.”

Note.—The Confederate Government sent out during
the progress of the war a number of eruisers to attack
the commerce of the United States. Most of them were
built abroad ; several of them in England. The most fa-
mous of these was the Alabama, which sailed from Liv-
erpool on the 20th of July, 182, on the day that the law
officers of the Crown rendered an opinion that the vessel
was clearly intended for warlike use against the United
States, and recommended that she be seized at onee,
She was fitted up in one of the islands of the Azorves, and
for two years was i terror to the commerce of the United
Btates, until finally sunk by the Kearsarge.

FROM THE DECK OF THE “ALABAMA.”
BY JOHN McINTOSH KELL, EXECUTIVE OFFICER
OF THE “ALABAMA."

. . . Ourlittle ship was now showing signs of the
active work she had been doing. Her boilers were
burned out, and her machinery was sadly in want
of repairs. She was loose at every joint, her seams
were open, and the copper on her bottom was in
rolls. We therefore set our course for Europe, and
on the 11th of June, 1864, entered the port of Cher-
bourg, and applied for permission to go into dock.
There being none but national docks, the Emperor
had first to be communicated with before permis-
sion could be granted, and he was absent from
Paris. It was during this interval of waiting, on
the third day after our arvival, that the Kearsarge
steamed into the harbor, for the purpose, as we
learned, of taking on board the prisoners we had
landed from our last two prizes. Captain Semmes,
however, objected to this on the ground that the
Kearsarge was adding to her crew in a neutral

port. The authorities conceding this objection
valid, the Kearsargesteamed out of the harbor, with-
out anchoring. During her stay we examined her
closely with our glasses, but she was keeping on
the opposite side of the harbor, out of the reach of a
very close serutiny, which aceounts for our not
deteeting the boxing to her chain armor. After
she left the harbor Captain Semmes sent for me to
his eabin, and said:  “I am going out to fight the
Kearsarge ; what do you think of it?” We dis-
cussed fhe battery, and especially the advantage
the Kearsarge had over us in her 11-inch guns.
She was built for a vessel of war, and we for speed,
and though she carried one gun less, her battery
was more effective at point-blank range. While
the Alabama carried one more gun, the Kearsarge
threw more metal at a broadside; and while ouy
guns were more effective at long range, her 11-ineh
guns gave her greatly the advantage at elose range.
She also had a slight advantage in her erew, she
carrying 163, all told, while we carried 149. Con-
sidering well these advantages, Captain Semmes
communicated through our agent to the United
States consul that if Captain Winslow would wait
outside the harbor he would fight him as soon as
we could coal ship.

Aeccordingly on Sunday morning, June 19th, he-
tween 9 and 10 o’cloek, we weighed anchorand stood
outof the western entrance of the harbor, the French
iron-clad frigate Couronne following us, The day
was bright and beautiful, with a licht breeze blow-
ing. Ourmen were neatly dressed, and our officers
in full uniform. The report of our going out to

REAR-ADMIRAL SEMMES, C. 8. N.,, CAPTAIN OF THE “ALABAMA.”

From a photograph taken in England after the loss of his ship.

fight the Kearsarge had been eireulated, and many
persons from Paris and the surrounding country
had come down to witness the engagement. With
a large number of the inhabitants of Cherbourg
they collected on every prominent point on the
shore that would afford a view seaward. As we
rounded the breakwater we discovered the Keear-
sarge about seven miles to the northward and east-
ward. We immediately shaped our course for her,
called all hands to quarters, and cast loose the star-
board battery. Upon reporting to the eaptain that
the ship was ready for action, he directed me to
send all hands aft, and mounting a gun-carriage,
he made the following address:

“ OFFICERS AND SEAMEN OF THE ‘ALABAMA’: You
have at length another opportunity of meeting the en-
emy—the first that has heen presented to you since
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you sank the Hafteras! In the mean time you have
heen all over the world, and it is not too mueh to say
that you have destroyed, and driven for protection un-
der neutral flags, one-half of the enemy’s commerce,
which at the beginning of the war covered every sea.
This isan achievement of which you may well be proud,
and a grateful country will not be unmindful of it. The
name of your ship has become a houschold word wher-
ever civilization extends! Shall that nume be tarnished
by defeat? The thing is impossible! Remember that
you are in the English Channel, the theater of so much of
the naval glorvy of our race, and that the eyes of all Eu-
rope are at this woment upon you., The flag that floats
overyouis that of a young Republie, which bids defiance
to her encemy's whenever and wherever found! Show the
world that youn Imow how to uphold it! Go to your
quarters,”

In about forty-five minutes we were somewhat
over a mile from the Kearsarge, when she headed




KEARBAKGE.'

for us, presenting her starboard bow. At a dis-
tance of a mile we commenced the action with our
100-pounder pivot-gun from our starboard bow.
Both ships were now approaching each other at
high speed, and soon the action beeame general
with broadside batteries at a distanee of about five
hundred yards. To prevent passing, each ship used
a strong port helm. Thus the action was fought
around a common center, gradually drawing in the
cirele. At this range we used shell upon the en-
emy. Captain Semmes, standing on the horse-
block abreast the mizzen-mast with his glass in
hand, observed the effect of our shell. He called
to me and said: “Mr. Kell, use solid shot; our
shell strike the enemy’s side and fall into the
water.” We were not at this time aware of the
chain armor of the enemy, and attributed the fail-
ure of ourshell to our defective ammunition.* After
using solid shot for some time, we alternated shell
and shot. The enemy’s 11-inch shells were now
doing severe execution upon our quarter-deck see-
tion. Three of them successively entered our 8-
inch pivot-gun port: the first swept off the for-
ward part of the gun’s erew; the second killed
one man and wounded several others; and the third
struek the breast of the gun-carriage, and spun

*On the coast of Brazil we had had some target prae-
tice at one of our prizes, Many of our fuses proved defec-
tive. Upon visiting the target I found that one of the
100-pound shells had exploded on the quarter-deelk, and
I connted fifteen marks from its missiles, which justifies
me in asserting that had the 100-pound shell which we
placed in the stern-post of the Kearsarge exploded, it
would have changed the resalt of the fizht. I at once
examined every fuse and eap, disearding the apparently
defective, and at the same fime made a thorough over-
hanling of the magazine, as I thought; but the action
with the Kearsarge proved that our entire supply of
powder was domaged. The report from the Kearsarge's
battery was elear amd sharp, the powder burning like
thin vapor, while our guns gave out a dull report, with
thick and heavy vapor.—J. Mol K,

FIGHTING IN A CIRCLE.

** ALADAMA,"

around on the deck until one of the men picked it
up and threw it overboard. Our decks were now
covered with the dead and the wounded, and the
ship was careening heavily to starboard from the
effects of the shot-holes on her water-line.

Captain Semmes ordered me to be ready to make
all sail possible when the cirenit of fight should put
our head to the coast of France; then he would
notify me at the same time to pivot to port and
continue the action with the port battery, hoping
thus to right the ship and enable us to reach the
coast of France. The evolution was performed
beautifully, righting the helm, hoisting the head-
sails, hauling at the fore try-sail sheet, and pivot-
ing to port, the action continuing almost without
cessation.

This evolution exposed us to a raking fire, but,
strange to say, the Kearsarge did not take advan-
tage of it. The port side of the quarter-deck was
80 encumbered with the mangled trunks of the
dead that I had to have them thrown overboard, in
order to fight the after pivot-gun. T abandoned the
after 32-pounder, and transferred the men to fill up
the vacancies at the pivot-gun under the charge of
young Midshipman Anderson, who in the midst of
the earnage filled his place like a veteran. At this
moment the chief engineer eame on deck and re-
ported the fires put out, and that he could no longer
work the engines, Captain Semmes said tome, ““ Go
below, siv, and see how long the ship can float.”
As T entered the ward-room the sight was indeed
appalling. There stood Assistant-Surgeon Llew-
ellyn at his post, but the table and the patiert up-
on it had been swept away from him by an 11-inch
shell, which opened in the side of the ship an ap-
erture that was fast filling the ship with water.

It took me hut a moment to return to the deck
and report to the eaptain that we could not float
ten minutes. He replied to me, “Then, sir, cease
firing, shorten sail, and haul down the eolors; it
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will never do in this nineteenth century for us to
go down, and the decks covered with our gallant
wounded.” The order was promptly executed, after
which the Kearsarge deliberately fired into us five
shot.* Tordered the men to stand to their quarters
and not flineh from the shot of the enemy; they
stood every man to his post most heroieally. With
the first shot fired upon us after our colors were
down, the quartermaster was ordered to show a
white flag over the stern, whieh order was executed
in my presence. When the firing ceased Captain
Semmes ordered me to despateh an officer to the
Kearsarge to say that our ship was sinking, and to
ask that they send boats to save our wounded, as
our boats were disabled. The dingey, our smallest
boat, had eseaped damage. I despatched Master's-

*In Captain Winslow's letter (dated Cherbourg, June
21st,1864) to the Seeretary of the Navy, he says: “To.
ward the elose of the action between the Alabamaand this
vessel, nll available sail was made on the former for the
purpose of again reaching Cherbourg. When the ohject
was apparent the Kearsarge was steered neross the bow
of the Alabama for a raking fire; but before reaching
this point the Alabama struck. Uncertain whether Cap-
tain Semmes was using some ruse, the Kearsarge was
stopped " —and, I may add, continued his fire, for by his
own words he thought Captain Semmes was making
some ruse.  The report that the Alabama fired her guns
after the colors were down and she had shortened =ail is
not correet, There was o cessation in the firing of our
guns when we shifted our battery to port, after which
we renewed the action.

Almost immediately afterward the

mate Fullman with the request. No boats appear-
ing, T had one of our quarter-hoats lowered, which
was slightly injured, and I ordered the wounded
placed in her. Dr. Galt, the surgeon who was in
charge of the magazine and shell-room division,
came on deck at this moment and was at once put
in charge of the boat, with orders to *‘take the
wounded to the Kearsarge They shoved off just
in time to save the poor fellows from going down
in the ship.

I now gave the order for every man to jump over-
}.\om'd with a spar and save himself from the sink-
ing ship. To enforce the order, [ walked forward
and urged the men overhoard. As soon as the
decks were cleared, save of the bodies of the dead,
I returned to the stern-port, where stood Captain
Semmes with one or two of the men and his faith-
ful steward, who, poor fellow! was doomed to a
watery grave, as he could not swim. The _lla-
bama’s stern-port was now almost at the water’s
edge. Partly undressing, we plunged into the sea
and made an offing from the sinking ship, Captait‘t
Semmes with a life-preserver and I on a grating

The Alabama settled stern foremost, ]a;nehinr:
her bows high in the air. Graceful even in hc;
death-struggle, she in a moment disappeared from
the_fn_ce ofthe waters, The seanow presented a mass
of living heads, striving for their lives. Many poor
fellows sank for the want of timely aid. Near E.]E I
saw a float of empty shell-hoxes, and ecalled to one

engineer reported the fires put out,
when we censed fiving, hanled down
the colors, and shortened sail. There
wis 2o gun fired from the Alabama
after that. Captain Winslow may
have thought we had surrendered
when we eensed firing and were in
the aect of shifting the battery; but
the idle report that jumior officers
had taken upon themselves to con-
tinue the action after the order had
been given to cease firing is not
worthy of notice. I did not hear the
firing of a gun, and the disecipline of
the Alabama would not have permit-
ted it.—J. MeL K.

In the letter from which Captain
Kell quotes, Captain Winslow does
not speak of “continuing his fire.”
But in his detniled rveport (dated |
July 30th, 1864) Captain Winslow says | ¢
of the Alabama, after she had winded A
and set sail: “ Her port broadside
was presented to us, with only two
guns bearing, not having been able,
as Ilearned afterward, to shift over W
but one. I saw now that she was at
our merey, and a few more guns well
directed brought down her flag. I
was unable to ascertain whether it
hiad been hauled down orshot away;
but a white flag having been dis-
played over the stern our fire was
reserved,  Two minutes had mnot
wore than elapged before she again
opened on us with the two guns on
the port side. This drew our fire
again, and the Kearsarge was imme-
dintely steamed ahead and laid
across her bows for raking. The
white flag was still flying, and our
fire was agnin reserved, Shortly
after this her hoats were seen to he
lowering, and an officer in one of
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of the men, a good swim-
mer, toexamineit; hedid
so and replied, **It is the
doctor, sir, dead.” TPoor
Llewellyn! he perished
almost in sight of his
home. The young mid-
shipman, Maffitt, swam
to me and offered his life-
preserver. My grating
was not proving a very
buoyant float, and the
white-caps breaking over
my head were distress-
ingly uncomfortable, to
say the least. Malffit said:
“Mr, Kell, take my life-
preserver, sir; you are
almost exhausted.” The
gallant boy did not con-
sider his own condition,
but his pallid face told
me that his heroism was
superior to his bodily sui-
fering, and I refused it.
After twenty minutes or
more [ heard near me
some oune ecall out,
“There is our first lieu-
tenant,” and the next
moment I was pulled into
aboat, in whieh was Cap-
tain Semmes, stretehed
out in the stern-sheets, as
pallid as death. He had
receivedduring the action
a slight contusion on the
hand, and the struggle in
the water hiad almost ex-
hausted him. There was
also several of ourcrew in
the boat, and in a few moments we were alongside a
little steam-yaeht, which had ecome among our float-
ing men, and by throwing them ropes had saved
many lives. Upon reaching her deck, [ascertained
for the first time that she was the yacht Deerhound,
owned by Mr, John Lancaster, of England. In look-
ing about [ saw two French pilot-boats engaged in
saving our crew, and finally two boats from the
Kearsarge.  'To my surprise I found on the yacht
AMr, Fullam, whom [ had despatehed in the dingey to
ask that boats be sent to save our wounded. ITe
reported to me that our shot had literally torn t'he
casing from the ehain armor of the Kearsarge, in-
denting the chain in many ]'Jlau:esI which explained
Captain Semmes’s observation of the effect of our
shell upon the enemy, ‘that they struek the sides
and fell into the water.” .
Captain Winslow, in his 1'0pm't_, Htaf;_es that his
ship was struck twenty-five or thirty times, and T
doubt if the Alabama was struck a greater number
of times. I may not, therefore, be bold in assert-
ing that had not the Kearsargeheen protectedbyher
iron eables, the result of the fight would have heen
diffevent. Captain Semmes felt the more keenly
the delusion to which he fell a vietim (not know-
ing that the Kearsarge was chuiu-cln‘d) f:l'om the
fact that he was exceeding his instruetions in seek-
ing an action with the enemy; but to seek a fight

THE ELEVEN-INCH FORWARD PIVOT-GUN ON THE “KEARSARGE" IN ACTION.

with an ironelad he conceived to be an unpardon-
able error. However, he had the satisfaction of
knowing she was classed as a wooden gun-hoat hy
the IMederal Government; also that he had in-
spected her with most excellent glasses, and so far
as outward appearances showed, she displayed no
chain armor. At the same time it must be admit-
ted that Captain Winslow had the right unques-
tionably to protect his ship and crew. In justice to
Captain Semmes I will state that the battle would
never have been fought had he known that the Kear-
sarge wore an armor of chain heneath her outer
covering.® Thus was the Alabama lost by an error,
if you please, but, it must be admitted, a most
pardonable one, and not until “Father Neptune”
claimed her as his own did she lower her colors.
The 11-inch shells of the Keursarge did fearful
worlk, and her guns were served beautifully, being
aimed with preeision, and deliberate in fire. She
came into action magnificently. Having the speed
of us, she took her own position and fought gal-
lantly. But she tarnished her glory when she fired
upon a fallen foe. It was high noon of a bright,
beautiful day, with a moderate breeze blowing to
waft the smoke of hattle elear, and nothing to ob-
*Surgeon Browne points out that the advantage de-
rived from the chain armor was immaterial. It was a
device that Captain Semmes also might have employed.

struet the view at five hundred yavds. The very fact
of the Alabama ceasing to fire, shortening sail, and
hauling down her colors simultaneously, must have
attracted the attention of the officer in command
of the Kearsarge. Again, there is no reason given
why the Kearsarge did not steam immediately into
the midst of the erew of the Alabama, after their
ship had been sunk, and, like a brave and generous
foe, save the lives of her enemies, who had fought
nobly as long as they had a plank to stand upon.
Were it not for the timely presence of the kind-
hearted Englishman and the two French pilot-hoats,
who ean tell the number of us that would have
rested with our gallant little ship beneath the waters
of the English Channel? I quote the following
from Mr. John Lanecaster’s letter to the London
“Daily News”: “I presume it was because he
[Captain Winslow] would not or could not save
them himself. The fact is that if the eaptain and
crew of the dlabama had depended for safety alto-
gether upon Captain Winslow, not one-half of them
would have been saved.” *

f}!'n his report of June 21st, 1864, Captain Winslow
sand :

“It wasseen shortly afterward that the Alabame was
lowering her boats, and an officer eame alongside in one
of them to say that they had surrendered and were fast
sinking, and begging that boats would be despatehed im-
mediately for the gaving of life. The two hoats not dis-
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The following is an ex-
tract from Mr. John Lancas-
ter's log, dated ‘*‘Steam-
vacht Deerhonnd, off
Cowes":

“SUNDAY, June 19th,
9 Auar

“Got up steam and pro-
ceeded out of Cherbourg
harbor, Half-past ten ob-
served the Alabama steam-
ing out of the harbor toward
the Federal steamer Kear-
sarge.  Ten minutes past
eleven, the Alabama com-
menced fiving with her star-
board battery, the distance
between  the  contending
vessels being about one
mile. The Kearsarge im-
mediately replied with her
starboard guns. A very
sharp, spirvited fire was kept
up, shot sometimes being
varied by shells. In ma-
neuvering, both  vessels
made seven complete eir-
cles at a distance of from a
quarter to half a mile. At
12 a slight intermission was
observed in the Alabama’s
firing, the Alabama making
head-sail, and shaping her
course for the land, distant
about nine wiles, At 12:30,
observed the Alabania to he
disabled and in a sinking
state, We  immediately
made toward her and in
passing the Kearsarge were
requested to assist in saving
the Mabama’s erew. At
12:50, when within a dis-
tance of twohundred yards,
the dlabama sunl. We then
lowered our two boats, and
with the assistance of the
Alabeona’s whale-boat and
dingey, suceeeded in saving
about forty men, ineluding
Captain Semmes and thirteen officers. At 1 P M. we
started for Southampton. ™

When Mr, Lancaster approached Captain Sem-
mes, and said, * I think every man has been picked
up; where shall T land you?” Captain Semmes
replied, “I am now under the English eolors, and
the sooner you put me with my officers and men on
English soil, the better.” The little yacht moved
rapidly away at onece, under a press of steam, for
Southampton. Armstrong, our second lientenant,
and some of our men who were saved by the I'rench
pilot-hoats, were taken into Cherbourg. Our loss
was 9 killed, 21 wounded, and 10 drowned.

It has been charged that an arrangement had
been entered into between Mr. Lancaster and Cap-
tain Semmes, previous to our leaving Cherbourg,
that in the event of the Alabama being sunk the
Deerhiownd would come to our reseue, Captain
Semmes and myself met Mr. Lancaster for the first
time when rescued by him, and he related to us the
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abled were at once lowered, and as it was apparent the
Alabeona was settling, this oflicer was permitted to leave
in his hoat to afford assistance. An English yacht, the
Deerhound, had approached near the Kearsarge at this
time, when T hailed and begged the commander to run
down to the Alabama, ns she was st sinking and we
had but two boats, and assist in picking up the men.
e answered afficmatively and steamed toward the
Alabame, but the latter sank almost immediately.”
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circumstance that was the occasion of his coming
out to see the fight. Having his family on board,
his intention was to attend church with his wife
and children, when the gathering of the spectators
on the shore attracted their attention, the report
having been widely ecireulated that the Alabama
was to go out that morning and give battle to the
Kearsarge. The boys were elamorous to see the
fight, and after a family discussion as to the pro-
priety of going out on the Sabbath to witness a
naval combat, Mr. Lancaster agreed to put the
question to vote at the breakfast-table, where the
youngsters carried their part by a majority. Thus
many of us were indebted for our lives to that in-
herent trait in the English character, the desirve to
witness a “ passage at arms.”

That evening we landed in Southampton, and
were received by the people with every demonstra-
tion of sympathy and kindly feeling. Thrown
upon their shores by the chances of war, we were
taken to their hearts and howmes with that gener-
ous hospitality which brought to mind with ten-
derest feeling our own dear Southern homes in
ante-bellum times. To the Rev. F. W. Tremlett,
of Belsize Park, London, and his household, T am
indebted for a pieture of English home life that
time cannot efface, and the memory of which will
be a lasting pleasure till life’s end.

FROM THE DECK OF THE
“KEARSARGE.

BY JOHN M. BROWNE, SURGEON OF THE
“KEARSARGE.”
ON Sunday, the 12th of June, 1864, the Kear-
sarge, Captain John A, Winslow, was lying at
anchor in the Scheldt, off Flushing, Holland. The
cornet suddenly appeared at the fore, and a gun
was fired. These were unexpected signals that
compelled absent officers and men to return to the
ship. Steam was raised, and as soon as we were
off, and all hands called, Captain Winslow gave
the welcome news of a telegram from Mr. Dayton,
our Minister to Franee, announecing that the Afa-
bama had arrived the day previous at Cherbourg;
hence the urgency of departure, the probability
of an encounter, and the expectation of her
capture or destruetion. The erew responded with
cheers. The succeeding day witnessed the arrival
of the Kearsarge at Dover for despatehes, and the
day after (Tuesday) her appearance off Cherbourg,
where we saw the Confederate flag flying within
the breakwater. As we approached, officers and
men gathered in groups on deek, and looked in-
tently at the **daring rover” that had been able
for two years to eseape numerous foes and to in-
fliet immense damage on our commerce, She was
a beaunfiful specimen of naval architecture, The
surgeon went on shore and obtained pratique (per-
mission to visit the port) for boats. Owing to the
neutrality limitation, which would not allow us to
vemainin the harbor longer than twenty-fourhours,
it was inexpedient to enter the port., We placed
a vigilant wateh by turns at each of the harbor
entrances, and continued it to the moment of the
engagement.
On Wednesday Captain Winslow paid an offieial
visit to the I'rench admiral commanding the mari-

CLOSE OF THE COMBAT—THE “KEARSARGE" GETTING INTO POSITION TO RAKE THE

ALABAMAY

time distriet, and to the United States commercial
agent, bringing on his return the unanticipated
news that Captain Semmes had declared his inten-
tion to fight. At first the assertion was barely
credited, the policy of the Alabama being regarded
as opposed to a counflict, and to escape rather
than fo be exposed to injury, perhaps destruction;
but the doubters were half convinced when the
go-called ehallenge was known to read as follows:
SR E CALABAMA, CHERBOURG, June 14th, 1864,

“To A, BoNFILS, Bsq., CHERROURG, Sir: T hearthat
you were informed by the U. 8. Consul that the Kear-
sarge was to come to this port solely for the prisoners
landed by me, and that she was to depart in twenty-
four hours. I desire you to say to the U, 8. Consul
that my intention is to fight the Kearsarge as soon
as I can make the necessary arrangements. I hope
fhese will not detain me more than until to-morrow even-
ing; orafter the morrow morning at furthest. I begshe
will not depart before I am ready to go out.

“1 have the honor to be, very respectfully,
“Your obedient servant,
“R. REMMES, Captain.”

This eommunieation was sent by Mr. Bonfils,
the Confederate States Commereial Agent, to Mr,
Liais, the Uni-
ted States Com-
mercial Agent,
with a request
that the latter
would furnish a
copy to Captain
Winslow  for
his  guidance.
There was no
otherchallenge
to combat.
The letter that
passed be-
tween the com-
mereial agents
was the chal-
lenge about
which so mueh
has been said.
Captain  Sem-
mes  informed
Captain Wins-

RETURNING FOR THE WOUNDED.

low throngh Mr. Bonfils of his intention to fight:
Captain  Winslow informed Captain Semmes
through Mr. Liais that he came to Cherbourg to
fight, and had no intention of leaving, He made
no other reply.

Captain Winslow assembled the officers and dis-
cussed the expected battle. It was probable the
two ships would engage on parallel lines, and the
Alabamea would seek neutral waters in event of de-
feat ; henee the necessity of beginning the action
several miles from the breakwater. It was de-
termined not to surrender, but to fight until the
last, and, if need be, to go down with colors flying.
Why Captain Semmes should imperil his ship was
not understood, since he would risk all and expose
the eause of which he was a selected champion toa
needless disaster, while the Kearsarge, if taken or
destroyed, could be replaced. It was therefore
concluded that he would fight because he thought
he would be the victor.

Preparations were made for battle, with no re-
laxation of the watch. Thursday passed ; Friday
came; the Kearsarge waited with ports down,
guns pivoted to
starboard, the
whole battery
loaded, and
shell,  grape,
and  canister
ready to use in
any mode of
attack or de-
fense ; yet no
Alabama  ap-
peared. French
pilots came on
board and told
of unusual
arrangements
made by the
enemy, such asg
the hurried tak-
ing of coals, the
transmission of
valuable arti-
eles  to  the
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shore, such as captured chronometers, specie, and
the bills of ransomed vessels; and the sharpening
of swords, cutlasses, and boarding-pikes. It was
reported that Captain Semmes had been advised
not to give battle; that he rveplied he would prove
to the world that his ship was not a privateer, in-
tended only for attack upon merchant vessels,
but a true man-of-war; further, that he had eon-
sulted French officers, who all asserted that in
his situation they would fight. Certain newspapers
deelared that hie ought to improve the opportunity
afforded by the presence of the enemy to show that
his ship was not a “ corsair,” to prey upon defense-
less merchantmen, but a real ship-of-war, able and
willing to fight the “ Federal » waiting outside the
harbor. It was said the Alabama was swift, with
a superior evew, and it was known that the ship,
guns, and ammunition were of English make.

A swrprise by night was stuggested, and precau-
tionary means were taken everything was well
planned and ready for action, but still no _Habame
came. Meanwhile the Kearsarge was cruising to
and fro off the breakwater. A message was
hf-onght from Mr. Dayton, our Ministey to P:ris. by
his son, who with diffieulty had obtained permis-

sion from the French admiral to visit the Keear-
sarge.,

trge.  Communication with eithep ship was pro-
lll])ll‘L?d, but the permission was riven upon the
promise of My, Dayton to return on shore dirvect]y
after the delivery of the message.  Mr, Dayvton e\-
]u‘ess§0d the opinion that Captain Semmes wouid
not fight, though aekuow]edging the prevalence of
a contrary belief in Cherbourg, He was told that
in the event of battle, if Wwe were suceessfy] t‘h(;
co]o‘l‘s would be displayed at the mizzen ashthe fla
of victory. He went on shope with the intention ogé
leaving for Paris without delay. In taking ] ave
of the French admiya] the lattor advised '\[?- Ie).'t ¥
ton to remain over night, and mentioned ‘thc.A ﬁ;)i
purpose o'f Captain Semmes to fight on the foll.o::
1]}:%‘1(;}!3;; Elﬁda}'; :;nd he gave the intelligence tha;
1ere could be no furthep communication with t}
}i_cm'sﬂrye. Mr. Dayton pass i part of Sy ol
mght tr:\'il‘lg to procure a] houetdt(‘)1;:3,:;2;“:;1'1].“:‘-
quired information, but the vigilance 'llOllfl"e t‘;t-
cna‘st made his effortg useless. He wm:\‘inedh wi]tc
:::;rtsf\t]-.:}:,:‘n];attt}o’g]tel?gmp]md the result to é;u‘is:
c(mgl‘ﬂlulutim(l}s. '@ flrst to go on houd and offer
At a supper in Cher
several officers of e
friends, the coming 1y
conversation,

bourg on Syt
; .—Huhr.'.ufm met S¥Ympathizing
(‘f(,,li]'zit.:::l I:‘E”'(f-”lw chief topic of
! . letory o
;ll;‘u::lc:;lur}lf 131:‘501” to sink the "l"ulc.l‘::l-::l]}’egr :::1(:;
.! ...z 1ey rose wit], womises t .
t:_n(lllrm\mg night to repeat t}n} I‘usti\-i:\'i?l:n\‘j'o-: ”."3‘
€ escorted to the boat, ang dep:u-tmf B Shos
and best wishes for g suecesstul yetyy kit
Sunday, the 19th, ecame; 4 fin l’llil-
l'l.”'wlp somewhat hazy, little seq |
wind, clock i s
buoy mu}fki}f:v ?l(]nl(-l\ ““.‘ @ carsarge was hear the
oy ELing e lime of shoals tq the enstwq d of
:i.‘:l )(t)l‘"g-' at a distance of about thyee milu; lf: ]n
bri"ciw:; 1:{11%1:. . T.ho tloﬂcs had beep holystoned, t(l:n-
Sht work cleaned, the guns polished, o
erew were dressed in Sunday snits .’J‘]ol " .l.lul 1'110
:B;.l:"fml atgqum‘_tel‘s and dist;liss(\d 'to :ttlfgu‘(‘lfllﬁilan-
i ]01;(; .'Ie_emu‘lgl_\ 1o one thought op the oncnnlf
g awaited and not appearing, Speculation :1;;

urday night,

_day, atmos-
light westerly

e




to her coming had nearly ceased. At 10:20 the
officer of the deck reported a steamer approaching
from Cherbourg,—a frequent occurrence, and con-
sequently it created no surprise. The bell was
tolling for service when some one shouted, “She’s
coming, and heading straight for us!” Soon, by the
aid of a glass, the officer of the deck made out the
enemy, and shouted, ““The Alabama I and ealling
down the ward-room hateh repeated the ery, *‘The
Alabama ! The drum beat to general guarters;
Captain Winslow put aside the prayer-book, seized
the trumpet, ordered the ship about, and headed
seaward. The ship was cleared for action, with
the battery pivoted tostarboard.

The Alabama approached from the western en-
trance, escorted by the French iron-clad frigate
Couranne, flying the pennant of the commandant
of the port, followed in her wake by a small fore-
and-aft-rigged steamer, the Decrhound, flying the
flag of the Royal Mersey Yacht Club. The com-
mander of the frigate had informed Captain Sem-
mes that his ship would escort him to the limit of
the French waters. The frigate, having convoyed
the Alabamea three marine miles from the coast,
put down her helm, and steamed back into port
without delay. .

The stenm-yacht continued on, and remained
near the scene of action.

Captain Winslow had assured the French ad-
miral that in the event of an engagement the posi-
tion of the ship should be far euough. from shore t.o
prevent a violation of the law of nations, To avoid
a question of jurisdiction, and fo avert an eseape
to neutral waters in ease of retreat, the Kearsarge
steamed to sea, followed by the enemy, giving the
appearance of running away and being pursued.
Between six and seven miles from the shore the
Kearsarge, thoroughly ready, at 10:50 wheeled, af
a dist:mlce of one and a quarter miles from her oppo-
nent, presented the starboard hunm'_\_', and Sll.‘l."l‘(’l]
dirveet for her, with the design of closing or of run-
ning her down. The Alabama sheeved and presented
her starboard battery. More speed was ordered,
the Kearsarge advanced rapidly, and at 10:57 re-
coived a broadside of solid shot at a range of about
eighteen hundred yards. This broadside cut away
a little of the rigzing, but the shot mostly passed

THE CREW O THE S KEARBARGE" AT QUARTERS.
From a photograph.

over or fell short. It was apparent that Captain
Semmes intended to fight at long range.

The Kearsarge advanced with increased speed,
receiving a second and part of a third broadside,
with similar effect. Captain Winslow wished to get
at short range, as the guns were loaded with five-
second shell.  Arrived within nine hundred yards,
the Kearsarge, fearing a fourth broadside, and
apprehensive of a raking, sheered and broke her
silence with a starboard battery. Iach ship was
now pressed under a full head of steam, the posi-
tion being broadside, both employing the starboard
guns.

Captain Winslow, fearful that the enemy would
make for the shore, determined with a port helm to
run under the Mabama’s stern for raking, but was
prevented by her sheering and keeping her hroad-
side to the Kearsarge, which forced the fighting
on a circular track, each ship, with a strong port
helm, steaming around a eommon eenter, and pour-
ing its fire into its opponent a quarter to half a
mile away. There was a current setting to west-
ward three knots an hour.

The action was now fairly begun. The Alabama
changed from solid shot to shell. [Commander
Kell (see p. 266) says the dlabamabegan with shell.]
A shot from an early broadside of the Kearsarge
carried away the spanker-gaff of the enemy, and
caused his ensign to come down by the run. This
incident was regarded as a favorable omen by the
men, who cheered and went with ineveased confi-
denee to theirwork. The fallen ensign reappeared
atthe mizzen. The Alabama veturned to solid shot,
and soon after fired hoth shot and shell to the end.
The firing of the Alabama was rapid and wild, got-
ting better near the elose; that of the Kearsarge
was deliberate, accurate, and almost from the he-
ginming productive of dismay, destruetion, and
death. [Captain Semmes in his official report says :
* The firing now hecame very hot, and the enemy’s
shot and shell soon began to tell upon our hull.
knocking down, killing, and disabling a number of
men in different parts of the ship.”] The Kear-
sarge gunners had been eautioned against firing
without direct aim, and had been advised to point
the heavy guns below rather than above the water-
line, and to clear the deck of the enemy with the
lighter ones. Thongh subjected
to an incessant storm of shot and
shell, they kept their stations and
obeyed instructions.

The effect upon the enemy was
readily perceived, and nothing
could restrain the enthusiasm of
ourmen. Cheersuceeeded cheer;
eaps were thrown in the air or
overboard ; jackets were dis-
carded; sanguine of victory, the
men were shouting, as each pro-
jectile took effect: “That is a
good omne!” “Down, bhoys!”
* Give her anotherlike the last ! ”
“Now we have her!” and so on,
cheering and shonting to the end.

After the Kearsarge had been
exposed to an uninterrupted can-
nonade for eighteen minutes, n
G8-pounder Blakely shell passed
through the starboard bulwarks

‘m“
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REAR-ADMIRAL JOHN A, WINSLOW, CAPTAIN OFF THE “KEARSARGI."”

From n photograph taken soon after the fight.

below the main rigging, exploded upon the quar-
ter-deck, and wounded three of the erew of the
after pivot-gun. With these exceptions not an
officer or man veceived serious injury. The three
unfortunate men were speedily taken below, and
S0 quietly was the act done that at the termina-
tion of the fight a large number of the men were un-
aware that any of their comrades were wounded,
Two shots entered the ports oecupied by the
thirty-twos, where several men were stationed, one
taking effect in the hammock-netting, the other
going through the opposite port, yet none were
hit. A shell exploded in the hammock-netting and
set the ship on fire ; the alarm ealling for fire-quar-
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ters was sounded, and men who had been detailed
for such an emergeney put out the fire, while the
rest stayed at the guns,

It is wonderful that so few easualties oceurred
on board the Kearsarge, considering the number on
the .llabama — the former having fired 173 shot and
shell, and the latter nearly double that number.
The Kearsarge eoncentrated her five and poured in
the 11-inch shells with deadly effect. One pene-
trated the coal-bunker of the Alabama, and a dense
cloud of coal-dust avose. Others struck near the
water-line between the main and mizzen masts,
exploded within board, or, passing through, hurst
beyond.  Crippled and torn, the Alabama, moved




THE BOAT FROM THE “ALABAMA” ANNOUNCING THE SURRENDER
AND ASKING FOR ASSISTANCE.
The picture shows sliot-marks in the thin deal covering of the ehain armor amidships.

less quickly and began to settle by the stern, yet
did not slacken her fire, but returned successive
broadsides without disastrous result to us.
Captain Semmes witnessed the havoe made by
the shells, especially by those of our after pivot-
gun, and offered a reward to any one who would
silence it.  Soon his battery was turned upon this
particular offending gun. It was in vain, for the
work of destruction went on.  We had completed
the seventh rotation on the eirenlar track and
had begun the eighth, when the Alabama, now
settling, sought to escape by setting all available
sail (fore-trysail and two jibs), left the eirele amid
a shower of shot and shell, and headed for the
Freneh waters; but to no purpose. In winding,
the Alabama presented the port battery, with only
two guns bearing, and showed gaping sides, through
which the water washed., The Kearsarge pursued,
keeping on a line nearer the shore, and with a few
well-directed shots hastened the sinking. Then
the Alabama was at our merey. Her colors were
struck, and the Kearsarge ceased firing., T was
told by our prisoners that two of the junior offi-
cers swore they would never surrender, and in
a mutinous spirit rushed to the two port guns and
opened fire upon the Kearsarge. [See page 266.]
Captain Winslow, amazed at this extraordinary
conduet of an enemy who had Liauled down his flag
in token of surrender, exelaimed, © He is playing
us a triek: give him another broadside.” Again
the shot and shell went erashing through hersides,

and the Alabama con-
tinued to settle by the
stern,  The Kearsarge
was laid across her hows
for raking, and in posi-
tion to use grape and
canister.

A white flag was then
shown over the stern of
the Alabama and her en-
sign  was half-masted,
union down.  Captain
Winslow for the second
time gave orders to cease
firing. Thus ended the
fight, after a duration of
one hour and two min-
utes. Captain Semmes,
in his report, says: ¢ Al-
though we were now but
four hundred yards from
each other, the enemy
fired upon me five times
after my eolors had been
struck. It is charitable
to suppose that a ship-
of-war of a Christian na-
tion could not have done
this intentionally.” He
issilent as to the renewal
by the Adlabama of the
fight after his surrender
— an aet which, in Chris-
tian warfare, would have
justified the Kearsargein
continuing the fire until
the Alabama had sunk
beneath the waters.

Boats were now lowered from the Alabama, Her
master’s-mate, I'ullam, an Englishman, came along-
side the Kearsarge with a few of the wounded,
reported the disabled and sinking econdition of his
ship. and asked for assistance. Captain Winslow
inquired, “ Does Captain Semmes surrender his
ship?”  “Yes,” was the rveply. Fullam then so-
licited permission to return with his hoat and erew
to assist in rescuing the drowning, pledging his
word of honor that when this was done he would
come on board and surrender. Captain Winslow
granted the request. With less generosity he conld
have detained the officer and men, supplied their
places inthe boat from his ship’s company, sceured
more prisoners and afforded equal aid to the dis-
tressed. The generosity was abused, as the sequel
shows. Tullam pulled to the midst of the drown-
ing, rescued several officers, went to the yacht,
Deerhound, and cast his boat adriff, leaving a
number of men struggling in the water.

It was now seen that the Alabame was settling
fast. The wounded, and the boys who could not
swin, were sent away in the quarter-boats, the
waist-boats having been destroyed. Captain Sem-
mes dropped his sword into the sea and jumped
overboard with the remaining officers and men.

Coming under the stern of the Kearsarge from the
windward, the Deerhound was hailed, and her com-
mander requested by Captain Winslow torun down
and assist in picking up the men of the sinking
ship. Or, as her owner, Mr. John Laneaster, re-

ported: ““The fact is, that when we passed the
Kearsarge the eaptain eried out, * For God’s sake,
do what you ean to save them’; and that was my
warrant for interfering in any way for the aid and
succor of his enemies.”  The Deerlonnd was built
by the Laivds at the same time and in the same yard
with the labama. Thronghout the action she kept
about a mile to the windward of the contestants.
Afterbeing hailed she steamed toward the .Habama,
which sank almost immediately after. This wasat
12:24, The Alabama sank in forty-five fathoms of
water, at a distanee of about four and a half miles
from the breakwater, off the west entrance. She
wasg severely hulled between the main and mizzen
masts, and settled by the stern; the main-mast,
piereed by a shot at the very last, broke off near
the hiead and went over the side. the bow lifted
high from the water, and then eame the end. Sud-
denly assuming a perpendicular position, eaused
by the falling aft of the battery and stores, straight
as a plumb-line, stern first, she went down, the jib-
boom being the last to appear above water. Thus
sank the terror of merchantmen, riddled through
and through, and as she disappeared to her last
resting-place there was no cheer; all was silent.
The yaeht lowered her two boats, rescued Cap-
tain Semmes (wounded in the hand by broken
iron rigging), First Lieutenant Kell, twelve officers,
and twenty-six men, leaving the rest of the sur-
vivors to the two boats of the Kearsarge. Appar-
ently aware that the forty persons he had rescued
would be elaimed, Mr, Lancaster steamed away as
fast as he could, direct for Southampton, without
waiting forsuchsnrgical assistance as the Kearsarge
might render. Captain Winslow permitted the
yaeht to secure his prisoners, anticipating their
subsequent surrender. Again his confidence was
misplaced, and he afterward wrote: ‘It was my
mistake at the moment that I could not recognize
an enemy who, under the garh of a friend, was af-
fording assistance.” The aid of the yacht, it is

presumed, was asked in a spirit of chivalry, for the
Learsarge, comparatively uninjured, with but three
wounded, and a full head of steam, was in condi-
tion to engage & second enemy. Instead of remain-
ing at a distance of about four hundred yards from
the Alabama, and from this position sendine two
boats, the other boats being injured, the Kcmz‘.sm'qe
by steaming close to the settling ship, and in the
midst of the defeated, could have captured all —
Semmes, officers, and men. Captain Semmes says:
“There was no appearance of any boat coming to
me from the enemy after the ship went down. for-
tunately, however, the steam-vacht Deeriiound
owned by a gentleman of Laneashire, Enrrlaml,
Mr. John Lanecaster, who was himself on 1:)‘0:1111:
steamed up in the midst of my drowning men, and
rescued a number of both ofticers and men from the
water. I was fortunate enough myself thus to es-
cape to the shelter of the neutral flae together
with about forty others, all told. ut this

! abo About this time
: e t]\’.,t-m.s'ru'_qc sent one, and then, tardily, another
oat. -

This imputation of inhumanity is contradicted by
Mr. Laneaster’s assertion that he was requested to
do what he could to save “the poor fellows who
were strugeling in the water for their lives.”

T_]m Deerhound edged to the leeward and stg:tmed
rapidly away. Anofficer approached Captain Y"\’in:-
low and reported the presence of Captain S(’DJI]]I;
a'm]lmnny officers on hoard the English yacht, B L
he.\-mg the information :mthemicb as 1t “'-1': I(:-
tained 1"‘1'(::111 the prisoners, he su;:g(}:qted the e‘tL Od-'—
ency .oilfn'iug a shot to bring her to, and s;ie]ti
¥]'(,"1"11]IHS1(?11. C.nptnin Winslow dcc]i;ed s:a\'in

it '\\‘IP:,S impossible; the yacht was simp]\!' comi =
l't?lll]d.' Meanwhile the Deerhound inere the
distance from the Kearsar o

to him in similay langu
ness.  Captain Winglo
man who carried the
ron could so get,

7¢: another officer spoke
age, but with more positive-
W replied that no English-
flag of the Royal Yaeht Squad-
ontinued her

The Deerhownd ¢




flight, and yet another officer urged the necessity
of firing a shot. With undiminished confidence
Captain Winslow refused, saying the yacht was
“simply coming round,” and would nof go away
without communieating. The escape of the yacht
and her coveted prize was manifestly regretted.
The famed Alabama, **a formidable ship, the terror
of American commeree, well armed, well manned,
well handled,” was destroyed. **sent to the bottom
in an hour,” but her commander had eseaped; the
vietory seemed alveady lessened. It was held by
the Navy Department that Captain Semmes violated
the usages of war in surrendering to Captain Wins-
low through the agency of one of his officers nmll
then effecting an escape during the execution of
the commission; that he was a prisoner of the
United States Government from the moment he
sent the officer to make the surrender.” . . .

The Kearsarge received twenty-eight shot and
shell, of whieh thirteen were in the hull, the most
efficient being abaft the mainmast. A 100-pounder
rifle shell entered at the starboard quarter al!ll
lodged in the stern-post. The blow s]mol_\' the ship
from stem to stern. Luekily the shell did m)‘t ex-
plode, ofherwise the result would have been serious,
if not fatal. A 52-pounder shell entered forward
of the forward pivot port, erushing the waterways,
raising the gun and carriage, and ltzrlgc‘d_. but did
not explode, else many of the gun’s erew would
likely have been injured by the fragments and
) The smoke-pipe was perforated Dy a
1 exploded inside and tore a mggoﬂ
hole nearly three feet in diameter, and carried
away three of the ehain guys. Three ‘bm}i‘,s were
shattered. The eutting away of the rigging was
mostly about the mainmast. The spars were IL:f;t
in good order. A large number of pieces of burst
shell were gathered 1'1-?111 the deek and thought-

v thrown overboard. . . .
Iciilr} Jt I]‘Il()) “P. a. the Kearsarge :111@1101:&1 in Cher-
close by the ship-of-war Napolcon, n.ml
was soon surrounded by iJoat§ n?f_e\'ery' deseription
filled with excited and inquisitive pocn[;:le. {h:.:-
bulances, by order of the French admiral, were

* The controversy in reference tf) t.l‘le 'Derrlffjrrrsz{(:i
summarized thus in aletter to the editors from Profess
James Russell Soley, U.S.N.:

« A peutral ship, in gene 'al, could have no .I'igl'lt't::'titl.}{(,:
part in hostilities even to the [’.\ItCl_lF ('}tf :l;‘:g:u!lljl:iu-fl}l
drowning sailors of ulu.-t]lgurc-ut, th‘cu Iml :lllllt‘,l:"::‘-l' o ﬁl:}
part and a consequence nl-ﬂmlmttli.. l‘ 4 dil.'(;(‘”v ine
Deerhownd, however, the I'Ilt't‘t‘f(‘I'CllC.F Tu]n.] Hiranely ].\11-
thorized by Captain Winslow's request, M'{tl-tig.n; In'cm-l;
Laneaster, and therefore ﬂlL‘-]il.t['(?l‘ (I‘.).mml Ium] ol
of neutrality in taking the ]n'mml‘m.s T(lm ‘m't‘l‘(l.ll‘i it
on hoard the English :.'anl_lt. lln\\'c“('}." .fl‘cg \:’; [h.-.nr-m--
as air.  So far from its being ﬂm_n )11_;..1 1(”1 s
}u.mmf to surrender them, the obligation .\\.]m. l;_‘kd . lr]'nqq

ther way. Their surrender would have been llh“_l,]
Aot fneutrality toward the Confederates as their
3 ‘-1[1'5{;:::;;;::(1 rescue would have been fm\':l.rll the Union
:I;!«I:‘:"e-rnnu-;n. Captain Winslow wis “m;'c’.-'"‘(.'(,]'{i:'f,':::};‘_
right in refusing to llt-fatilu t:ll:-tf:;;;ﬁgn::‘l, ;-‘1':'1';" oy
y . yacht was the necessary i o -
:::::L::r I:l!‘;l'l;: a?\\ll:t: act. The }mint wlu;t‘i(-nl:;:t“t'h N::;cl]l:]‘.\
s wrong wasi alking the reques  firs aee.
i\:,l |1,!:: 1‘:,3 :;:ﬁlndl‘iil::]\}l])]?Inm-. as Sm_',‘_'l-rm-G1'1“'-11';11(!{:-:;\;‘;:::
elearly intimates, was to have siz::nnc'(lhlfl’ .(l]"f rstendt
sinlking Alabama, and sm‘ed‘hcr ]_101;}11(‘ imself, ins
of remaining four hundred yards offt

splinters.
rifle shell, whiel

hourg harbor

It will be noticed that this {Tm[:n-ml':;r-i--::;'(-‘;-c?.,l:::
Ted the question of the right © :5 ° S
L‘l:l;)lohx:l"::nir slll‘ll'vmlul' and before delivering himself up.

THE UNITED STATES SCREW-SLOOP “KEARSARGE" AT THE TIME OF THE ENCOUNTER

WITH THIS

“CALABAMAL"

When the " Kearsarge™ was at the Azores, a few months before the fight with the * Alabama,” Midshipman Edward E.

Preble minde a mathematically correct drawing of

above picture was made. After the fight

which considerably ¢

sent to the landing to receive the wounded, and

thenee they were taken to the Hopital de la Marine,

where arrangements had been made for their re-

ception. Dr. Galt and all the prisoners except four

officers were paroled and sent on shore before sun-

set. Secretary Welles soon after expressed his dis-
approbation of this aetion. . . .

Captain Semmes in his official report says:

“At the end of the engagement it was discovered, by
those of our ofiicers who went alongside the enemy’s ship
with the wounded, that her midship section on both
sides wags thoroughly iron-coated. The planking had
been ripped off in every diveetion by our shot and shell,
the chain broken and indented in many places, and
forced partly into the ship's gide. The enemy was
heavier than myself, both in ship, battery, and crew;
but I did not know until the action was over that she
was also iron-clad.”

The ships were well matched in size, speed,
armament, and crew, showing a likeness ravely
seen in naval battles. The number of the ship's
company of the Kearsarge was 163. That of the
Alabama, from the best information, was estimated
at 150,

The chain plating was made of one hundred and
twenty fathoms of sheet-chains of one and seven-
teenths ineh iron, covering a space amidships of
forty-nine and one-half feet in length by six feet
two inehes in depth, stopped up and down to eye-
bolts with marlines, seecured by iron dogs, and em-
ploved for the purpose of protecting the engines
when the upper part of the eoal-hunkers was empty,
as happened during the action. The chains were
concealed by one-inch deal-boards as a finish. The
chain plating was struek by a 32-pounder shot in
the starboard gangway, which eut the chain and
bruised the planking; and by a 32-pounder shell,
which broke a link of the chain, exploded, and tore
awny a portion of the deal covering. Had the shot
been from the 100-pounder rifle the result would
have been different, though without serious dam-
aee, beeause the shot struck five feet above the
\\::glm'-liue, and if sent through the side would have
cleaved the machinery and boilers. It is proper,

e of 11
* Kearsarge

the ship, and from a photogr
alterations were made in the
hanged her appearance.

i drawing the

therefore, to assert that in the absence of the chain
armor the result would have heen nearly the same,
notwithstanding the eommon opinion at the time
that the Kearsarge was an *‘ironelad” contending
with & wooden ship. The chains were fastened to
the ship’s sides more than a year previous to the
fight, while at the Azores. It was the suggestion
of the exeeutive officer, Lientenant-Commander
James S, Thornton, to hang the sheet-chain (or
spare anchor-cable) over the sides, so as to proteet
the midship seetion, he having served with Admiral
Farragut in passing the forts to reach New Orleans,
and having observed its benefit on that occasion.
The work was done in three days, at a cost for ma-
terial not exceeding seventy-five dollars. In our
visit to Buropean ports, the use of sheet-chains for
protective purposes had attracted notice and eaused
comment. It is strange that Captain Semmes did
not know of the ehain armor; supposed spies had
been on board and had been shown through the
ship, as there was no attempt at concealment; the
same pilot had been employed by both ships, and
had visited each during the preparation for battle,
The Alabamahad bunkers full of coal,which brought
herdowninthe water. The Nearsarge was deficient
in seventy tons of coal of her proper supply, but
the sheet-chains stowed outside gave proteetion to
her partly-filled bunkers. . . .

This Sunday naval duel was fought in the pres-
ence of more than 15,000 spectators, who, upon
the heights of Cherbourg, the breakwater, and rig-
ging of men-of-war, witnessed “ the last of the Afa-
bama.”  Among them were the captains, their
families, and erews of two merchant ships burnt
by the daring eruiser a few days before her arvival
at Cherbourg, where they were landed in a nearly
destitute condition. Many spectators were provi-
ded with spy-glasses and eamp-stools. The Kear-
sarge was burning Neweastle coals, and the Ala-
baniee Welsh coals, the difference in the amount of
smoke enabling the movements of each ship to be
distinetly traced. An excursion train from Paris
arrived in the morning, bringing hundveds of plea-
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sure-seckers, who were unexpectedly favored with
the spectacle of a sea-fight. A French gentleman
at Boulogne-sur-Mer assured me that the fight was
the conversation of Paris for more than a week.

NoTiE.—Twelve Confederate ernisers figured in the so-
called * Alabama Claims™ settlement with England.
Named in the order of the damage inflicted by each,
these eruisers were : the Alabama, Shenandoah, Florida,
Tallahasse, Georgia, Chickamanga, Swmler, Nashville,
Retribution, Jeff. Davis, Sallie, and Boston. The actual
losses inflicted by the Alabama ($7,050,293.76, according
to elaims for ships nnd eargoes filed up to Mareh 15th,
1872) were only about 00,000 greater than those inflicted
by the Shenandogh, The sum total of the claims filed
against the fwelve ernisers, for ships and eargoes, up
to Mareh 15th, 1872, was $19,782,017.60, all but about six
millions of it being charged to the necount of the Alw-
et and Shenandoah.

On May sth, 1871, the Treaty of Washington was con-
cluded, in accordance with which a Tribunal of Arbitra-
tion was appointed, which assembled at Genevi. It con-
sisted of Count Frederick Sclopis, named by the King
of Ttaly ; Mr. Jacob Staempfli, nnmed by the President of
the Swiss Confederation; Viscount d'Itajuba, named by
the Ewmperor of Brazil; Mr. Charles Francis Adams,
unamed by the President of the United States; and Sir
Alexander Cockburn, named by the Queen of Great
Britain. The Counsel of Great Britain was Sir Roundell
Palmer (afterward Lord Selborne). The United States
was represented by Willinm M. Evarts, Caleb Cnshing,
and Morrison R. Waite. Claims weremade by the United
States for indirect and national losses, as well as for
the actual private losses represented by nearly twenty
millions on ships and eargoes.

The Tribunal decided that England was in no way
responsible for the £1,781,015.48 of losses inflicted by the
Tallalassee, Georgia, Chickamanga, Nashville, Relribi-
tion, Jeff. Davis, Sullie, Boston, and Swmler; and on Sep-
tember 14th, 1872, it awarded £15,500,000 damages for
actual losses of ships and eargoes and interest, on ac-
count of the dlabaina, the Florida and her tenders, and
the Shenandoah after she left Melbourne,

THE SHELL IN THE STERN-POST OF THE
“KEARSARGE.”

The eharge was withdrawn from the shell, which was
boxed in, and in that condition it vemained for months, until
the ship reached Boston, where, when the vessel was ro.
paired, a seetion of the stern-post containing the embedded
shell was eut away amd sent to the Navy Department, and
was finally deposited in the Ovdnance Musenm, at the
Navy Yard, Washington.—J. M. B.




MARCHING THROUGIH GEORGIA.

SHERMAN’S MARCH FROM ATLANTA THROUGH

GEORGIA

AND THE CAROLINAS.

FROM ATLANTA TO SAVANNAH.

BY OLIVER 0. HOWARD, MAJOR-GENERAL, U. 8. A,
Commanding the right wing of Sherman's army.,

N J HEN Sherman deecided to marech South
h\ from Atlanta, he ordered to Thomas at

Nashville, Schofield with the Twenty-
third Corps, Stanley with the Fourth Corps, all the
cavalry, except Kilpatriek’s division, all the detach-
ments drawn back from the railway line, and such
other troops, including A. J. Smith’s, as Sherman’s
military division could furnish. Sherman reserved
for his right wing my two corps, the Fifteenth and
Seventeenth ; and for his left wing the Fourteenth
and Twentieth under Slocum. Mine, the Army of the
Tennessee, numbered 33,000; Sloenm’s, the “Army
of Georgin,” 30,000 ; Kilpatriek’s division of cavalry,
5000 5 so that the aggregate of all arms was 68,000
men,  All surplus stores and trains were sent back
to Tennessee. The railway south of the Etowah
was next completely demolished. Under the ef-

RAISING THE UNION FLAG OVER THE OLD STATE-
HOUSE, COLUMBIA.

ficient management of Colonel O. M. Poe, Sher-
man’s chief engineer, all that was of a publie nature
in Atlanta which eould aid the enemy was de-
stroyed, Wreeked engines, bent and twisted iron
rails, blackened ruins and lonesome chimneys sad-
dened the hearts of the few peaceful eitizens who
remained there.

Behold now this veteran army thus reorganized
and equipped, with moderate baggage and a few
days’ supply of small rations, but with plenty
of ammunition, ready to march anywhere Sher-
man might lead. Just before starting, Sherman
had & musenlar lameness in one arm that gave him
great trouble,  On a visit to him I found his ser-
vant bathing and eontinuously rubbing the arm.
As Iunderstood the general’s ruling, I would com-
mand next to him, beeause I had from the Presi-
dent an assignment to an army and a department.
I was therefore especially anxions to know fully his
plans, and plainly told him so. While the rubbing
went on he explained in detail what he proposed
and pointed significantly to Goldsboro’,North Caro-
lina, on his map, saying, “I hope to get there.”
On November 15th we set forth in good earnest.
Sloeum, Sherman aecompanying him, went by the
Augusta Railroad, and passed on through Milledge-
ville. I followed the Macon Railroad, and for the
first seven days had Kilpatriek with me.

Notwithstanding our reduction of the impedi-
menta, our wagon trains were still long, and al-
ways a source of anxiety. Pushing toward Macon,
I found some resistance from General G. W,
Smith’s new levies. The erossing of the Oemulgee,
with its steep and muddy banks, was hard enough
for the trains. I protected them by a second
demonstration from the left bank against Macon.

RAILWAY DESTRUCTION A8 A MILITARY ART.

Smith erossed the river and gave us battle at Gris-
woldville, It was an affair of one division,—that
of Charles R. Woods,— using mainly Walcutt’s
brigade. Smith was badly defeated, and during
the mélée our traing were hurried off to Gordon
and parked there in safety. Here, at Gordon,
Sherman, from Milledgeville, came across to me.
Slocum had enjoyed a fine mareh, having had but
little resistance. The stories of the moek Legisla-
ture at the State eapital, of the luxurious supplies
enjoyed all along, and of the constant fun and
pranvks of ** Sherman’s Bummers,” rather belonged
to that route than ours. Possibly we had more of
the throngs of escaping slaves, from the baby in
arms to the old negro hobbling painfully along the
line of mareh — negroes of all sizes, in all sorts of
patched costumes, with carts and broken-down
horses and mules to mateh.

We brought along owr wounded (over 200, T be-
lieve) in ambulances, and though they were jolted
over corduroy roads and were mueh exposed to
hardship, and participated in the excitements of
the mareh, they all reached Savannah without the
loss of a life. Our system of foraging was suffi-
ciently good for the army, but the few eitizens,
women and children, who remained at home, suf-
fered greatly. We marehed our divisions on par-
allel roads when we eould find them ; hut some-
times, using rails or newly cut poles, made our
roads through swamps and soft ground, employing
thousands of men. Arriving at the Oconee, Oster-
haus found a wooded valley, with lagune bridges
and a narrow eauseway, on his road. A division
of Hardee’s, who himself had left Hood and gone
to Savannah to command what Confederates he
could hastily gather, had marched out to meet us
and was intrenched on the east bank. Artillery
and infantry fire swept our romd. Osterhaus, ex-
cited by the shots, came to me shaking his head
and asking how we could get any further. * De-
ploy your skirmishers more and move till there is
no reply,” I said. He did so. A half mile above
he was able to send over among the cypresses a
brigade in boats. The Confederate division gave
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way and fled. Then shortly our bridge was laid on
the main road and we marched on. Blair, who had
returned from his furlough before we loft Atlanta

crossed and kept the left bank of the Ogeeuhee’
and Sherman usually accompanied him. Blnir’;
knowledge and hospitality attracted him, So the
armies went on meeting an inereased resistance, but
were not muech delaved till we got to the Savannah
Canal. Captain Dunean from my eavalry escort
had earried Sherman’s messages down the Ogee-
chee in a boat past Confederate guards and tol;pe-
does, and gone out to sea, He was picked up by a
United Statesvessel and his message taken to the
admiral, Hence navy and provision ships were
waiting off the headlands, uncertain just -where
Sherman would secure a harbor,

Owing to swamps and obstrueted roads and Hay-
dee’s foree behind them, we could not enter Savan-
nah. Our food was getting low. True, Sherman
had sent Kilpatrick to try and take Fort Mc-Alli\-hl'r
a strong fort which held the mouth hiee.
But as its eapture was too mueh
T asked Sherman to allow me to take that fort wit}
infa._ntry. Hazen's division was selected, Mvellietl‘
engineer, Reese, with engineers and pione(;ra; m]‘l
plenty of men to help hin et

1. in three days repair
: ! ¥ aired
the burnt bridge, over 1000 feet long, near %{inn-’s
house. Hazen, ready at the by &

id ‘ e
over and took Fort MeAllister b%e ‘11{;22::1?“[\1\(13:6;1
Sherman and I witnessed from the rice miil S . 1
miles away on the other hank of the O . .‘10111(
Now we connected with th oo

. ¢ uavy, and our suppli

flowed in abundantly. Slocum soon put -:pl?m](os
J - g ot
beyondthe Savannal. Hardee, fearing to he 1)l'l!l]E(L1

up, abandoned his works and fleq during the nie)

before Slocum had seized his last roaq Fo the l-lg .
On December 21st the campaign vulmin'(t-r(lus-t.-
Sherman entered Savannal, He sent the fo(lll g
tlesPntt']! to President Lineoln, which he re st l-ng
Chr}stnms Eve: 1 beg to present to 0109.“9Il
Christmas gift, the city of Savanngly {vitl!' R
hundred and fifty heavy guns anq plvnt;r of mlm(:::le

nition, and also about twenty-fi
-five
o o an ¥ thousand bales

of the Ogeechee,
for the cavalry,

——-—'_'—-—-___.
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FROM SAVANNAH TO FAYETTEVILLE.

BY HENRY W. SLOCUDM, MAJOR-GENERAL, U. 8, V.
Commanding the left wing of Sherman's avmy.

. . . About one month was spent i.n Su}'u.mmh
in clothing the men and filling the trains with au'u-
munition and rations. ThE!J comm'ence_d the move-
ment which was to make South _Caro‘lmn feel the
severities of war. . . - On leaving Bavmn‘mh our
right wing threatened Charleston _aml thc}ett again
tln-enteue'd Augusta, the two wings l_mmg again
united in the interior of South C:u'o]_ma, leaving
the Confederate troops at Augl}sta \\.-nh almost !E
certainty that Charleston m}l:‘-t 1:1]‘1 “'lﬂlo‘llt fl_h]m\‘
from Sherman. On the arrival of the left wing at
Sister's Ferry on the Savannah. instead nt'l hnu.lmg,
as was anticipated, a river a few yards in “1(].”:
which eould be e:lsil_v.cmssed, they i"o:_n.ul a~1~)-)'|0i11
expanse of water which was utterly 11:!1»:1;?5’..: I);.
The continuous rain-fall had czmsel‘l the n\.u. 0
overflow, so that the lowland on the f;nuth (‘-:unllmln;
side was covered with water, oxtmu]mgna:n‘lly‘ !II:.- I]
a mile from the river. \‘V(\ were tlo_layvd 50V ('>1 ;].
davs in vain efforts to (l'ﬁect 8 (*1"ossmfg:, llllt!. \1\(‘1(
ﬁli‘:l“\' compelled to await the falling 0-1 T]w \\-il. .01 .s.i
Our f)onhmu-hridgo was ﬁl::]]l_\' om'ns-tmc-tm'..tdju
the crossing commenced. Baeh l'egnu_vnt’ :}-h\l ({l-
tered South Carolina gave three cheers. l 1 l.l‘.LE n
Jize that at last they had set foot on
the State whieh had done more than :1f]l ."lt.]'l]w:.t,:,
bring upon the cnunh'_\'_ﬂm horrors c} (l\l \t.;"..
In the narrow road leading from the ferry ;):l] .
South Carolina side torpedoes ll.illl heen ?lnn 1(.' I. ].H(:
that several of our men were killed or x\lmmrt(‘x f:':.
treading upon them. This wa.f'unflm‘m‘n]s:):q f‘:r
that section of the State. Pl:En.tmg tn!p:| .(.. ot
the defense of a position is log1t3:nnft: \\‘:l;}fﬂli,i;un
our soldiers regarderd the aet of plaeing then ‘

seemed to re:

SHERMAN'S ARMY LEAVING ATLANTA.
From a sketeh made at the time.

highway where no contest was anticipated as some-
thing akin to poisoning a stream of water; it isnot
recognized as faiv or legitimate warfare. If that
section of South Carolina suffered more severely
than any other it was due in part to the blundering
of people who were more zealous than wise.
About February 19th the two wings of the army
were reunited in the vieinity of Branchville, a
small village on the South Carolina Railroad at the
point where the railroad from Charleston to Colum-
bia branches off to Augusta. Here we resumed
the work which had oceupied so mueh of our time
in Georgia, viz., the destruction of railroads.”
Having effectually destroyed over sixty miles of
railroads in this seetion, the army started for Co-
lumbia, the eapital of South Carolina, each corps
taking a separate road. . . . During the night of
February 17th the greater portion of the eity of
(‘olumbin was burned. The lurid flames could
easily be seen from my camp, many miles distant.
Nmn:l:' all the publie buildings, several churches,

*A knowledge of the art of building railvoads is cer-
tainly of more value to a country than that of the best
means of destroying them; but at this particular time
the destrnetion seemed necessary, and the time may
aerain come when such work will have to be done.  Lest
the most effectual and expeditions method of destroying
railroad traeks should hecome one of the lost arts, T will
here give a few rules for the gnidance of officers who
may in future be charged with this important duty.
1t shonld be remembered that these roles arve the
result of long experience and close observation, A de-
tail of men to do the work should be made on the even-
ing hefore operations are to commence. The nnmber to
he detailed Deing, of conrse, dependent upon the amount
of work to be done, T estimate that one thousand men can
ensily destroy about five miles of track per day, and do
it ﬂu'n'um,-..rhl,v. Before going ont in the morning the men
should be supplied with a good breakfast, for it has been
discovered that soldiers are more eflicient at this work,
as well as on the battle-field, when their stomachs are

GENERAL SHERMAN SENDING HIS LAST TELEGRAM BEFORE CUTTING THE WIRES

AND

ABANDONING ALL COMMUNICATION WITH THE NORTH.
From a sketeh made at the time.

full than when they are empty. The question as to the
food to be given the men for hreakfast is not important,
but T suggest roast turkeys, chickens, fresh eggs, and
coflee, for the reason that in an encmy’s country such n
breakfast will ecause nounpleasantness between the com-
missary and the soldiers, inasmuch as the commissary
will only be required to provide the coffee. In fact it
has been discovered that an army moving through a
hostile but fertile country, having an eflicient corps of
foragers (vulgarly known in our army as “bummers"),
requires but few articles of food, such as hard-tack, cof-
fee, salt, pepper, and sugar, Your detail should be di-
vided into three sections of about equal nnbers, T will
suppose the detail to consist of three thonsand men, The
first thing to be done iz to reverse the relative positions
of the ties and iron rails, placing the ties up and the rails
under them,  To do this, Seetion No, 1, consisting of one
thousand men, is distributed along one side of the track,
one man at the end of each tie. At a given signal eaeh
man seizes a tie, lifts it gently till it assumes a vertieal
position, and then at another signal pushes it forward
so that when it falls the ties will be over the rails. Then
ench man loosens his tie from the rail.  This done, Sce-
tion No. 1 moves forward to another portion of the
road, and Scetion No. 2 advances and is distributed
along the portion of the road recently oceupied by See-
tion No. 1. The duty of the second section is to collect
the ties, place them in piles of about thirty ties each—
lace the rails on the top of these piles, the center of
ench rail being over the center of the pile, and then set
fire to the ties. Section No. 2 then follows No. 1. As
soon as the rails ; sufficiently heated Seetion No. 3
takes the place of No. 2; aud upon thiz devolves the
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most important daty, viz., the effectual destruction of
the rail. This seetion should be in command of an effi-
cient ofticer who will see that the work is not slighted.
Unless elosely watched, soldiers will content themselves
with simply bending the rails around trees.  This shounld
never be permitted. A rail which is gimply bent can
ensily be restored to its original shape. No rail should
be regarded as properly treated till it has assumed the
shape of a doughnut: it must not only be bent, but
twisted. To do the twisting, Poe’s railroad hooks are
necessary, for it has been found that the soldiers will
not seize the hot iron bare-handed. This, however, is
the only thing looking toward the destruction of prop-
erty which I ever knew oman in Sherman’s army to de-
cline doing. With Poe's hooks a double twist ean be
given to a rail, which precludes all hope of restoring it
toits former shape except by re-volling. —I1. W, 8,

HOOK USED BY GENERAL SHERMAN'S ARMY
FOR TWISTING AND DESTROYING
RAILROAD IRON.




an orphan asylum, and
many of the residences
were destroyed. The city
was filled with helpless
women and children and
invalids, many of whom
were rendered houseless
and homeless in a single
night. No sadder scene
was presented during the
war., The suffering of so
many helpless and inno-
cent persons could not
but move the hardest
heart. The question as
to who was immediately
responsible for this dis-
aster has given rise to
some controversy. I do
not believe that General
Sherman  eountenanced
or was in any degree re-
sponsible forit. Ibelieve
the immediate cause of
the disaster was a free
use of whisky (which was
supplied to the soldiers
by citizens with great
liberality). A drunken
soldier with a musket in
one hand and a mateh in
the other is notapleasant
visitor to have about the
houge on a dark, windy
night, particularly when
for a series of years you
have urged him to come,
so that you might have
an opportunity of per-
forming a surgieal opera-
tion on him.

From Columbia the
army moved toward Fay-
etteville—the left wing
erossing the Catawba River at Roeky Mount.
While the rear of the Twentieth Corps was
crossing, our pontoon-bridge was swept away
by flood-wood brought down the river, leaving
the Fourteenth Corps on the south side. This
caused a delay of three days, and gave rise to some
emphatic instruetions from Sherman to the com-
mander of the left wing—which instructions re-
sulted in onr damming the flood-wood to some
extent, but not in materially expediting the
march.

On the 3d of Mareh we arrived at Cheraw, where
we found alarge supply of stores sent from Charles-
ton for safe-keeping. . . . The mareh through
South Carolina had been greatly delayed by the
almost ineessant rains and the swampy nature of
the country. More than half the way we were
compelled to corduroy the rouds before our trains
could be moved. To aceomplish this work we had
been supplied with axes, and the country was cov-
ered with saplings well suited to the purpose.

Three or four days prior to our arrival at Fay-
etteville General Sherman had received informa-
tion that Wilimington was in possession of General
Terry, and had sent two messengers with letters

GENERAL WM. B. HAZEN,
GENERAL 0. 0. HOWARD.

GENERAL JOHN A. LOGAN.

GENERAL W. T. SHERMAN,

GENERAL HENRY W. SLOCUM.
GENERAL JEFF. C. DAVIS. GENERAL

From a photograph.

informing Terry when he would probably be at
Fayetteville. Both messengers arrived safely at
Wilmington, and on Sunday, the day after our ar-
rival at Fayettevilie, the shrill whistle of a steam-
boat floating the Stars and Stripes announeced that
we were once more in communication with our
own sriends. As she came up, the banks of the river
were lined by our soldiers, who made the welkin
ring with their cheers. The opening of communi-
sation with Wilmington not only brought us our
mails and a supply of elothing, but enabled us to
send to a place of safety thousands of refugees and
contrabands who were following the army and
seriously embarrassing it. We were dependent
upon the country for our supplies of food and for-
age, and every one not connected with the army
was a souree of weakness to us. On several oe-
casions on the mareh from Atlanta we had been
compelled to drive thousands of colored people
baek, not from lack of sympathy with them, but
simply as a matter of safety to the army. The
refugee-train following in the rear of the army was
one of the most singular features of the mareh.
Long before the war, the slaves of the South had
a system of communieation by which important

information was transmitted from one section of
the country to another. The advance of Sher-
man’s army through a seetion never before vis-
ited by a Union soldier was known far and wide
many miles in advance of us, It was natural that
these poor creatures, seeking a place of safety,
should flee to the army, and endeavor to keep in
sight of it.  Every day as we marehed on we could
see, on each side of our line of mareh, erowds of
these people coming to us through roads and across
the fields, bringing with them all their earthly
goods, and many goods whiel were not theirs.
Horses, mules, cows, dogs, old family earringes,
carts, and whatever they thought might be of use
to them was seized upon and brought tous.  They
were allowed to follow in rear of our column, and
at times they were almost equal in numbers to the
army they were following. As singular, comieal,
and pitiable a speetacle was never before pre-
sented. One day a large family of slaves came
through the fields to join us. The head of the
family, a venerable negro, was mounted on a mule,
and safely stowed away behind him in pockets
or bags attached to the hlanket which eovered the
mule were two little pickaninnies, one on each
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side. This gave rise to
a4 most important inven-
tion, i. e., ** the best way
of transporting picka-
ninnies.”  On the next
day a mule appeared in
column, covered by a
blanket with two pockets
on each side, each con-
taining a little negro.
Very soon old tent-flies
orstrong canvaswas used
instead of the Dblanket,
and often ten or fifteen
pockets were attached to
each side, so that noth-
ing of the mule was visi-
ble except the head, tail,
and feet, all else being
eovered by the black
woolly heads and bright
shining eyes of the little
darkies. Oceasionally a
cow was made to take
the place of the mule;
this was a decided im-
provement, as the cow
furnished rations as well
as transportation for the
babies. Oldstages, family
carriages, carts and lum-
ber wagons filled with
bedding, cooking utensils
and “traps” of all kinds,
with men, women, and
childven loaded  with
bundles, made up the hal-
ance of the refugee-train
which followed in oup
rear. As all the bridges
were burned in front of
us, our pontoon-trains
were in constant use, and
the bridges could be left
but a short time for the use of the refugees. A
seramble for precedence in crossing the bridge
always occurred. The firing of a musket or pistol
in rear would bring to the refugees visions of guer-
rillas, and then came a panie. As our bridges
were not supplied with guard-rails, oceasionally g
mule would be crowded off, and with its Precious
load would float down the river,

Having thoroughly destroyed the arsenal build-
ings, machine-shops, and foundries at Tayetteville,
we crossed the Cape Fear River on the 13th and
14th and resumed our march, We were now enter-
ing upon the last stage of the great marel which
was to unite the Army of the West with that of the
Tast in front of Richmond. If this march could be
sunecessfully accomplished the Confederacy was
doomed. General Sherman did not hope or «:'xpect
to accomplish itwithout a strugsle, He anticipated
an attack and made provision for it. He ordered
me to send my baggage-trains under a strong es-
cort by an interior road on my right, and to‘koc-p
at least four divisions with theip artillery on my
left, veady for an attack, . . . Oup mareh to this
point had been toward Raleigh. We now took the
road leading to Goldsboro’,

J. A. MOWER.




MARCHING WITH SHERMAN THROUGH
THE CAROLINAS.

BY DANIEL OAKEY, CAPTAIN 2D MABSA-
CHURETTS VOLUNTEERS.

. . . Wewere proud of our foragers. They eon-
stituted a picked force from each regiment, under
an officer selected for the command, and were re-
markable for intelligence, spirit, and daring. Before
daylight, mounted on horses captured on the plim-
tations, they were in the saddle and away, covering
the eountry sometimes seven miles in udvunlce.
Although I have said “in the sa.d.(llu,l” many a for-
ager had nothing better than a bit of earpet uml.n,
rope halter; yet this simplicity of equipment did
not abate his power of carrying off hams and sweet-
potatoes in the face of the enemy. The foragers
were also important as a sort of advance gl_l:n‘d, for
they formed virtually a curtain of mounted infantry
seréeninq us from the inquisitive eyes of p:u‘ti?s of
Wheeler's eavalry, with whom they did not 11031{ate
to engage when it wasa question of arich plantation.

When compelled to retire, they resorted to all
the tricks of infantry skirmishers, and sumlmouetl
reinforcements of foragers from otlm}' regiments
to help drive the *Johnnies™ out. When suceess
crowned their efforts, the plantation was promptly
stripped of live stock and eatables. The natives
were aceustomed to bury provisions, for they feared
their own soldiers quite as much as they fenr_ed
ours. These subterranean stores were readily
diseovered by the practised “Ya_ukm- g eye. T.he
appearance of the ground and a hlt-tle probing with
a ramrod or a bayonet soon decided w}mthe.r to
dig. Teams were improvised ; earts and Yc]nc!es
of all sorts were pressed into 1'h.c service s}n.d
loaded with provisions. If any antiquated militia
uniforms were discovered, l]lt‘j: were promptly
donmned, and a comical proeession escorted the
valuable train of booty to the point wlmro_ the
brigade was expected to bivouae for the night.
The rvegimentals of the past, even 'to those of
revolutionary times, were often econspicuous.

On an oecasion when our brigade had t_he ful-
vance, several parties of fn!‘ﬂgEI'S, consoh:lu-tmg
themselves, captured a town from Flm enemy’s cav-
alry, and oceupied the noig!ﬂmrmg ]llmltﬂ!’l.()l'ls.
Before the arrival of the main eolumn hostilities
had ceased; order had been resﬁorcd. and mock ar-
rangements were made to receive the army. ) Our
regiment in the advance was confronted by a luclu:t
dressed in continental mnfnrm,l who waved his
plumed hat in response to the gibes of the mer,
and galloped away on his bareback mule to apprise
his comrades of our nppmacl‘l. We mau-u.hed into
the town and rested on each side o‘f .tI!e main sh-e_rzt.
Presently a forager, in ancient militia uniform in-
dieating high rank, llel)ouc:hed from a side street to
do the honors of the oecasion. He was ].llﬂllllf(‘(] on
a raw-boned horse with a bit of carpet for n.s:uldlo.
His old plumed chapeaun in hand, he rode w.a.lh gra-
cious dignity through the street, as if reviewing the
brigade. After him came a family ('n:'l']n_r_ru_l'zt.don
with hams, sweet-potatoes, and other provisions,
and drawn by two horses, a mule, and a cow, the
two latter ridden by postilions.

The mareh throngh Georgia has heen :-a!]m_l a
grand military promenade, all novelty and exeite-

ment. But its moral effect on friend and foe was

CONTRABANDS IN THE WAKE OF SHERMAN'S ARMY.

immense. It proved our ability to lay open the
heart of the Confederacy, and left the question of
what we might do next a matter of doubt and
tervor. It served also as a preliminary training
for the arduous eampaign to come. Our work was
incomplete while the Carolinas, except at a few
points on the sea-coast, had not felt the rough eon-
tact of war. DBut their swamps and rivers, swollen
and spread into lakes by winter floods, presented
obstructions almost impracticable to an invading
army, if opposed by even a very inferior force.
The beginning of our march in South Carolina
was pleasant, the weather favorable, and the
country productive. Sometimes at the midday
halt a stray pig that had cunningly evaded the
foragers would venture forth in the belief of hav-
ing escaped “the eruel war,” and would find his
error, alas! too late, by encountering our column.
Tustantly an armed mob would sef upon him, and
his piercing shrieks would melt away in the
seramble for fresh pork. But the midday sport of
the main column and the happy life of the forager
were sadly interrupted. The sun grew dim, and the
rain eame and continued. A few of our excellent
foragers were veported eaptured by Wheeler's cav-
alry, while we sank deeper and deeper in the mud
as we approached the Salkehatehie Swamp, which
lay between us and the Charleston and Augusta
railroad. As the heads of column eame up, each
command knew what it had to do. General Mower
and G. A. Smith got their divisions across by
swimming, wading, and floating, and effected
lodgments in spite of the enemy’s fire. An over-
whelming mass of drenched and muddy veterans
swept away the enemy, while the rest of our foree
got the trains and artillery over by corduroying,
pontooning, and bridging. It seemed a grand day’s
work to have aceomplished, as we sank down that
night in our miry bivouae, The gallant General
Wager Swayne lost his leg in this Salkehatehie en-
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counter. Luckily for him and others we were not
yet too far from our friends to send the wounded
back, with a strong escort, to Pocotaligo.

We destroyed about forty miles of the Charleston
and Augusta railroad, and, by threatening points
beyond the route we intended to take, we deluded
the enemy into coneentrating at Augusta and other
places, while we marched rapidly away,leaving him
well behind, and nothing but Wade Hampton’s eav-
alry, and the more formidable obstacle of the Saluda
River and its swamps, between us and Columbia,
our next objective. As the route of our column
lay west of Columbia, I saw nothing of the oft-de-
seribed and mueh-discussed burning of that city.

During the hasty removal of the Union prisoners
from Columbia two Massachusetts officers managed
to make their escape. Exhausted and almost
naked, they found their way to my command. My
mess begged for the privilege of earing for one of
them. We gave him a mule to ride with a com-
fortable saddle, and scraped together an outfit for
him, although our clothes were in the last stages.
Our guest found the mess luxurious, as he sat down
with us at the edge of a rubber blanket spread
upon the ground for a table-cloth, and set with tin
cups and platters. Stewed fighting-cock and bits
of fried turkey were followed by fried corn-meal
and sorghum. Then eame our coffee and pipes,
and we lay down by a roaring fire of pine-knots,
to hear our guest’s story of life in a rebel prison.
Before daybreak the tramp of horses reminded us
that our foragers were sallying forth. The redlight
from the countless camp-fires melted away as the
dawn stole over the horizon, easting its wonderful
gradations of light and color over the masses of
sleeping soldiers, while the smoke from burning
pine-knots befogged the ehilly morning air. Then
the bugles broke the impressive stillness, and the
roll of drums was heard on all sides. Soon the scene
was alive with blue eoats and the hubbub of roll-

calling, cooking, and running for water to the
nearest spring or stream. The surgeons looked
to the sick and footsore, and weeded from the am-
bulances those who no longer needed to ride.

It was not uncommon to hear shots at the head
of the column. The foragers would come tum-
bling back, and ride alongside the regiment, adding
to the noisy talk their account of what they had
seen, and dividing among their comrades such
things as they had managed to bring away in their
narrow escape from capture. A staff-officer would
gallop down the roadside like a man who had for-
gotten something which must be recovered in a
hurry. At the sound of the colonel’s ringing voice,
silence was instant and absolute. Sabers flashed
from their seabbards, the men brought their guns
to the “carry,” and the battalion swung into line
at the roadside; eats, fighting-cocks, and frying-
pans passed to the rearrank; officers and sergeants
buzzed around their companies to see that the guns
were loaded and the men ready for action. The
color-sergeant loosened the water-proof cover of
the battle-flag, a battery of artillery flew past on its
way to the front, following the returning staff-offi-
cer, and we soon heard the familiar bang of shells.
Perhaps it did not amount to mueh after all, and
we were soon swinging into “route step” again.

At times when suffering from thirst it was hard
to resist the temptation of erystal swamp water,
as it rvippled along the side of a causeway, a temyp-
ting sight for the weary and unwary. In spite of
oft-repeated cautions, some contrived to drink it,
but these were on their backs with malarial dis.
ease ab the end of the campaign, if not sooner.

After passing Columbia there was a brief season
of famine. The foragers worked hard, but found
nothing. They made amends, however, in a day
or two, bringing in the familiar corn-meal, sweet-
potatoes, and bacon.

We marched into Cheraw with musie and with
colors flying. Stacking arms in the main street,
we proceeded to supper, while the engineers laid
the pontoons across the Pedee River. The railing
of the town pump, and the remains of a buggy,
said to belong to Mr. Lincoln’s brother-in-law, Dr,
Todd, were quickly reduced to kindling-wood to boil
the coffee. The necessary destruction of property

vas quickly acecomplished, and on we went. A
mile from the Lumber River the country, already
flooded ankle-deep, was rendered still more inhos-
pitable by a steady down-pour of rain. The bridges
had been partly destroyed by the enemy, and
partly swept away by the flood. An attempt to
carry heavy army wagons and artillery across
this dreary lake might have seemed rather fool-
hardy, but we went to work without loss of time.
The engineers were promptly floated out to the
river, to direct the rebuilding of bridges, and the
woods all along the line of each column soon rang
with the noise of axes. Trees quickly became logs,
and were brought fo the submerged roadway. No
matter if logs disappeared in the floating mud;

thousands more were coming from all sides. So,
layer upon layer, the work went bravely on.  Soon

the artillery and wagons were jolting over our
wooden canseway.

As my regiment was the rear-guard for the day,
we had various offices to perform for the train, and
it was midnight before we saw the last wagon over




bacl through the mud, to direct the arriv-
ing teams into their places. But it all
died away in the distance as we marched
on to find the oozy resting-place of the
brigade. The army had been in bivounac
some hours, and countless eamp-fives
formed a vast belt of fire that spread
out into the blaek night.

As we advanced into the wild pine
regions of North Carolina, the natives
seemed wonderfully impressed at seeing
every road filled with marching troops,
artillery and wagon-trains. They looked
destitute enough as they stood in blank
amazement gazing upon the *Yanks?”
marching by. The scene before us was
verystriking ; theresin pits were on fire,

DESTROYING A RAILROAD.

the bridge by the light of our pine torches, It
seemed as if that last wagon was never to be got
over. It eame bouneing and bumping along, its
six mules smoking and blowing in the black,
misty air. The teamster, mounted on one of the
wheelers, guided his team with a single rein and
addressed each mule by name, reminding the ani-
mal of his faults, and accusing him of having
among other peculiarities, *“a Dblack military
heart.” Every sentence of his oath-adorned rhet-
orie was punetuated with a dexterous whip-lash.

At last, drenched to the skin and covered with
mud, I took my position on the bridge, seated in a
chair which one of my men had presented to me,
and waited for the command to * e¢lose up.”

As we passed the wagon camp, there was the
deafening, indeseribable chorus of mules and team-
sters, hesides the hoarse shouting of quartermas-
ters and wagon-masters plunging about on horse-

and great columns of black smoke rose
high into the air, spreading and mingling
together in gray clouds, and suggesting
the roofs and pillars of a vast temple. All traces of
habitation were left behind, as we marched into
that grand forest with its beautiful earpet of pine-
needles. The straight trunks of the pine-tree shot
up to a great height and then spread out into a
green roof, which kept us in perpetual shade. As
night came on, we found that the resinous sap in
the cavities cut in the trees to receive it, had
been lighted by ¢ bummers ” in our advance.
The effect of these peculiar watch-fires on every
side, several feet above the ground, with flames
licking their way up the tall trunks, was peculiarly
striking and beautiful. But it was sad fo see this
wanton destruetion of property, which, like the
fiving of the resin pits, was the work of *bummers,”
who were marauding through the country com-
mitting every sort of outrage. There was no
restraint except with the column or the regular
foraging-parties. We had mno communications,

and could have no safeguards. The
country was necessarily left to take
eare of itself, and became a “howling
waste.” The * coffee-coolers” of the
Army of the Potomae were archan-
gels compared to our * bummers,” who
often fell to the tender mercies of
Wheeler's cavalry, and were never
heard of again, earning a fate richly
deserved.

On arriving within easy distance of
the Cape I'ear River, where we ex-
pected to communieate with the navy,
detachments were sent in rapid ad-
vance to seeure IMayetteville. Our di-
vision, after a hard day of corduroy-
ing in various spots over a distance
of twelve miles, went into eamp for
supper, and then, taking the plank-
road for Fayetteville, made a moon-
light mareh of nine miles in three
hours, but our friends from the right
wing arrived there before us.

Hardee retired to a good position
at Averysboro’, where Kilpatrick found
him intrenched and too strong for the
cavalry to handle unassisted. It was
the turn of our brigade to do special
duty, so at about 8 o’clock in the even-
ing we were ordered to join the eav-
alry. We were not quite sure it rained,
but everything was dripping. The men furnished
themselves with pine-knots, and our weapons
glistened in the torch-light, a cloud of black
smoke from the torches floating back over our
heads. The regimental wits were as ready as
ever, and amid a flow of lively badinage we toiled
on through the mud.

When the column was halted for a few minutes
to give us an opportunity of drawing breath, I
found Sergeant Johnson with one arm in the mud
up to the elbow, He explained that he was trying
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to find his shoe. We floundered on for five miles,
and relieved a brigade of Kilpatriek’s men whom
we found in some damp woods. There was a com-
fort in eclustering round their ecamp-fires, while
they retired into outer darkness to prepave for the
morning attack. But the cavalry fire-side was only
a temporary refuge fromthe storm, for we also had
to depart. into the impenetrable darkness beyond,
to await in wet line of battle the unforeseen.
Those who were exhansted sank down in the mud
to sleep, while others speculated on the future.

T

ADVANCING UNDER DIFFICULTIES,




THE STORMING OF THE LITTLE SALEEHATCHIE RIVER BY WEVER'S BRIGADE OF
THE FIFTEENTH CORPS.
From a war-time sketch.

The elear wintry dawn disclosed a long line of
blue-coats spread over the ground in motionless
groups. This was the roaring toreh-light brigade
of the night before. The orders ““Fall in!” ““For-
ward!” in gruff tones broke upon the chilly air
and brought us shivering to our feet, We moved
to the edge of the woods with the cavalry. The
skirmish-line, under Captain J. I: Grafton, had al-
ready disappeared into the opposite 1?e!t of woods,
and evidently were losing no time in developing
the enemy and ascertaining his {om‘e. _'I‘hey were
drawing his fire from all points, indieating a force
more than double that of our brigade. Dismounted
cavalry were now sent forward to prolong the
skirmigh-line. Captain Grafton was reported
badly wounded in the leg, but still commanding
with his usual coolness. Suddenly he appeargd
staggering out of the wood into tl?e open space in
our front, bareheaded, his face buried in hlé:, hun.ds,
his saber hanging by the sword-klmf; fl'(}n} his \_vnsb,
one leg bound up with a handkerchief, his uniform
covered with blood ; in a moment hg fell tloward
the eolors. Officers elustered abontl'um insilence,
and a gloom spread through the brigade as word
passed that Grafton was dead. o

The main column was NOW arriving, and as the
troops filed off to the right and left of the road,
and the field-guns galloped into battery, we moved
forward to the attack. The enemy gave us a hot
reception, which we returned with a storm of Ie:ad.
It was a wretehed place for a fight. .At some points
we had to support our wounded untl.l they eould be
carried off, to prevent their falling into the swamp
water, in which we stood a.nkle:deep. Here and
there a elump of thick growth in the black mud

broke the line as we advanced. No ordinary troops
were in our front. They would not give way until
a division of Davis’s eorps was thrown upon their
right, while we pressed them closely. As we passed
over their dead and wounded, I eame upon the hody
of a very young officer, whose handsome, refined
face attracted my attention. While the line of bat-
tle swept past me I knelt at his side for a moment.
His buttons hore the arms of South Carolina. Evi-
dently we were fighting the Charleston chivalry.
Sunset found us in bivouae on the Goldshoroe’ road,
and Hardee in retreat.

As we trudged on toward Bentonville, distant
sounds told plainly that the head of the eolumn
was engaged. We hurried to the front and went
into action, conneeting with Davis’s corps. Little
opposition having been expected, the distance be-

THE ROAD FROM MCPHERSONVILLE. SHERMAN AND HIS STAFF PASSING THROUGH

WATER AND MIRE,
From a skotch made at the time,

tween our wing and the right wing had been allowed
to incerease beyond supporting distance in the en-
deavor to find easier roads for marching as well as
for transporting the wounded. The scope of this
paper precludes a deseription of the battle of Ben-
tonville, which was a combination of mistakes,
miscarriages, and hard fighting on both sides. It
ended in Johnston's retreat, leaving open the road
to Goldsboro’, where we arrived ragged and almost
barefoot. While we were receiving letters from
home, getting new clothes, and taking our regular
doses of quinine, Lee and Johnston surrendered,
and the great confliet came to an end.

CONCLUDING NOTE.

On leaving Fayetteville, Sherman directed his march
toward Goldsboroe’, his army proceeding intwo columns
on roads several miles apart. Howard commanded the
right wing, Slocum the left. Hardee’s Confederates
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BENTONVILLE THE MORNING AFTER THE BATTLE—THE SMOKE IS FROM RESIN THAT
WAS FIRED BY THE CONFEDERATER.
From a sketeh made at the time.
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from Savannal, reinforced by the garrison from Charles-
ton, slowly retreated in face of the Union advance.

On the 19th of Mareh, Slocum’s column was checked
near Bentonville by the stubborn resistance of a long
line of the enewy, strongly intrenched. A Confederate
deserter informed General Slocum that General Joseph
L. Johnston was on his front at the head of a large army,
and preparing to crush Sherman’s columns in detail.
Johnston, who was assigned to the command of the
Department of the Carolinas on the 23d of February pre-
vious, had united with Hardee’s foree, three strong de-
tachments from Hood's Army of the Tennessee, under
Beauregard, Cheatham and Wheeler, Hampton's eav-
alry and Hoke's division of infantry from Virginia and
Bragg's Army of North Caroling,* and was able to muster
25,000 to 30,000 men for battle. Slocum threw up slight
intrenchments, covering the Fayetteville and Goldsboro’
road near the intersection of that road with the one lead-
ing from Bentonville southward to Clinton, and received
the Confederate assaults. These were repeated several
times with great gallantry. During the night of the 19th
and on the 20th Howard’s advance brigades reached the
field, having marched at the sound of the firing to Slo-
cum’s aid. On the 21st Sherman’s united army enveloped
Johnston's line on three sides, and during the night the
latter retreated toward Raleigh.

From Bentonville Sherman continued his mareh to
Goldsboro’, which was alveady occupied by the Army of
the Olio, under Schofield, and the Tenth Corps, Army
of the James, under General A. H. Terry. Schofield and
Terry had oceupied Wilmington after its evacuation by
Bragg, February 22d, and opened the road to Goldshoro',
encountering Bragg on the south bank of the Neuse and
at Kingston, Mareh 8th and 10th.

Sherman’s army reached Goldsboro’ about the 25th, and
went into camp.  On the 5th of April the general an-
nounced in a confidential order to his ehief subordinates
that the next objective wonld be the union of his armies
at some point north of the Roanoke with those then
operating under Grant against Lee. The 11th was the

* After the battle of Chattanooga General Brage acted as
confidential military adviser to President Davis, and in No-
vember, 1864, assumed command of the Department of North
Carolina.




date fixed for the movement
to the new position, but on
the morning of the 6th news
of the fall of Riechmond and
the retreat of Lee toward
North Carolina was received
at Sherman’s headquarters.
Instead of marching to the
Roanoke, Sherman moved to-
ward Johmston’s bivouae at
Smithfleld, a point midway
between Goldsboro' and Ra-
leigh. Reaching Smithiield on
the 12th, Sherman found John-
ston in retreat toward Ra-
leigh. Thenext day a courier
rode through  Sbherman’s
camps shouting “Grant has
raptured Lee's army!”

Sherman at once ordered
hig troops in motion to cut
oft Johnston’s retreat south-
ward, but before the move-
ment commenced Johnston
asked for a cessation of hos-
tilities with a view of sur-
render. While on the way to
meet Johnston, Sherman re-
ceived a despateh announc-
ing the assassination of the
President. A conditional
treaty was signed by Sher-
man and Johnston on the
18th, but was disapproved by
the new executive, Vice-
President Johmson, and on
the 21st Grant ordered hos-
tilities  resumed  against
Johnston’s command., Fur-
ther mnegotiations under a
flag of truce resuited in the
surrender of Jolmston's army
on the 26th, upon the same
terms Lee received from
Grant (see p. 315). After the
surrender Sherman’s army
marched to Washington by
way of Richmond, Spotsyl-
vanii, Fredericksburg, and
Manassas.

FIVE FORKS AND THE FALL OF PETERSBURG.

BY HORACE PORTER, BREVET BRIGADIER-GENERAL, U. 8. A,
A member of General Grant's staff,

Mareh, 1865. General Grant and the officers of

his staff had bidden good-by to President Lin-
eoln and mounted the passenger car of the special
train that was to carry them from City Point to the
front, and the signal was given to start; the train
moved off —Grant'slast campaignhad begun. Since
3 o’clock that morning the columns had been in
motion and the Union army and the Army of North-
ern Virginia were soon loeked in a death-grapple.
The President remained at City Point, where he
could be promptly informed of the progress of the
movement. . . . The general sat down near the
end of the car, drew from his pocket the flint and
slow-mateh that he always carried, whieh, unlike a
mateh, never missed fire in a gale of wind, and was
soon wreathed in the smoke of the inevitable cigar.
I took a seat near him with several other officers of
the staff, and he at onee began to talk over his
plans in detail. They hadbeen diseussed in general
terms before starting out from City Point. It was
his eustom, when commencing a movement in the
field, to have his staff-officers understand fully the

IT was 9 o’clock in the morning of the 20th of

objects he wished to accomplish, and what each
corps of the army was expected to do in different
emergencies, so that these officers, when sent to
distant points of the line, might have a full com-
prehension of the general’s intentions, and so that,
when ecommunication with him was impossible or
difficult, they might be able to instruct the sub-
ordinate commanders intelligently as to the inten-
tions of the general-in-chief.

For a month or more General Grant's chief ap-
prehension had been that the enemy might sud-
denly pull out from his intrenchments and fall hack
into the interior, where he might unite with Gen-
eral Joe Johnston against Sherman and foree our
army to follow Lee to a great distance from its
base. General Grant had been sleeping with one
eye open and one foot out of hed for many weels,
in the fear that Lee would thus give him the slip.

. . Referring to Mr. Lincoln, he said: ‘The
President is one of the few visitors T have had who
has not attempted to extraet from me a knowledge
of my plans. He not only never asked them. but
says it is better he should not know them, and then

SHERIDAN AND HIS GENERALS RECONNOITERING AT FIVE FO

RKS,

he ean be certain to keep the seeret. He will be
the most anxious man in the country to hear the
news from us, his heart is so wrapped up in our
suecess, but I think we can send him some good
news in a day or two.” I never knew the general
to be more sanguine of vietory than in starting
out on this campaign.

‘When we reached the end of the railroad we
mounted our horses, whieh had been carried on
the same train, started down the Vaughan road,
and went into eamp for the night in a field just
south of that road, close to Gravelly Run. . . .

While standingin front of the general’stent on the
morning of the 30th, discussing the situation with
several others on the staff, I saw General Sheridan
turning in from the Vaughan road with a staff-offi-
cer and an escort of about a dozen cavalrymen,
and coming toward our headquarters camp. He
was riding his white pacer, a horse which had been
captured from General Breckinridge’s adjutant-
general at Missionary Ridge. DBut, instead of strik-
ing a pacing gait now, it was at every step driving
its legs knee-deep into the qguicksand with the
regularity of a pile-driver. As soon as Sheridan
dismounted, he was asked with much eagerness
about the situation on the extreme left. He took
a decidedly cheerful view of matters, and entered
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upon a very animated dis-
cussion of the coming
movements. . ., .

After his twenty-min-
utes’ talk with Grant,
Sheridan  mounted his
horse, and, waving us a
good-by with his hand,
rode off to Dinwiddie. The
next morning, the 31st, he
reported that the enemy
had been hard at work
intrenching at Five Forks
and to a point about a mile
west of there. Lee had
been as prompt as Grant
to recognize that TFive
Forkswas a strategic point
of great importance, and,
to protect his right, had
sent Pickett there with a
large foree of infantry and
nearly all the eavalry. The
rain continued during the
night of the 30th, and on
the morning of the 31st the
weather was cloudy and
dismal.

General Grant had ex-
peeted that Warren would
be attacked that morning,
and had warned him to be
on the alert. Warren ad-
vanced his eorps to ascer-
tain with what force the
enemy held the White Oak
road and to try to drive him
from it; but before he had
gone far he met with a
vigorous assault. When
news came of the attack
General Grant directed
me to go to the spot and look to the situation of
affairs there. I found Ayres’s division had been
driven in, and both he and Crawford were falling
back upon Griffin. Miles, of Humphreys’s corps,
was sent to reinforce Warren, and by noon the en-
emy was checked. As soon as General Grant was
advised of the situation, he directed General Meade
to take the offensive vigorously. . . .

I found Sheridan a little north of Dinwiddie
Court House, and gave him an account of matters
on the left of the Army of the Potomac. He said
be had had one of the liveliest days in his experi-
ence, fighting infantry and cavalry with eavaley
only, but that he was concentrating his command
on the high ground just north of Dinwiddie, and
would hold that position at all hazards, . . .

This proved to be one of the busiest nights of
the whole eampaign. Generals were writing des-
patehes and telegraphing from dark till t]&\;lig]lt-.
Staff-officers were rushing from one 110;1&1(16:11101‘3
to another, wading through swamps, penetrating
forests, and galloping over corduroy roads engaged
in earrying instructions, getting information, :Tnd
making extraordinary efforts to hurry up the move-
ment of the troops.

'Ihe next morning, April 1st, General Grant
said to me: “T wish you would spend the day
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