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• \ F E W clay · h for Dr. R ohen ' . ~medley'::.: l1cnth 

which occurred early m .Jnnuary of' thi::: y cn r, h e re­

c1ue:-:tccl thal the prc..:en t cclit o 1~ be n~kcd to prepare 

thi :-; hii.:to ry fo r the pre.::<:. ThC' ra:::k thus unexpectedly 

g i\'C!l Lh em, hn.:: been p erformed in the best manner 

po~~ih l c unde r t he circum,-tnn cC'~. )fony pn(Ye..: 1111\'C 

be n nli rcly r written, considerable malt 1· has b een 

:uld cl, nncl but one account. that of Zebu lon Thoma 

ha!; he n abrid o- d, a l th r que:L of the famil)-. The 

edit or~ arc r e p on ihl e only fo r tho ::;1at ements or 

a ceount inserted h)· them, they g i \'ing the r es t of rhe 

b oo k to the world ju t m; the R. uthor left ir. The con­

tinued ill ne .. s of one of them will , t h ey trust, b e nc­

cept.cd as an apology fo r some errors that will be 

not iced. 

R OBERT P URVI , 

l\IARIANNA GIBBONS. 

PHILADE1 .. rnrA, June 30, 1883. 
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.1\ F EW cl:iy::; before Dr. Rohen C'. ~medley':;; death 

which o •cu1T d rnrl y in Jn1111:Hy of this yenr he rc­

que:;tecl that the p rc~ent edi tor:' be n::;keLl to prepnre 

thi::: hi!'tory fo r the pres::. The tnsk thus unexpectedly 

g i ,·en them, h:1:: been perfo rmed in 1 he best mnnncr 

po~ :-:ibk under the eircum='tnnce.::. )[nny pnge~ hnve 

been entirely rcwri tlC'n, conj dera ble mncter hn;:; been 

nddecl, nnd hu t one aecount, th:1t of Zebulon Thom:1 

ha · hccn abr idged, at th request of the family. The 

edit ors arc re ponsible only for the st:11 cments or 

nccoun ts inser ted hj- them, they gi,·ino- the re-1 of the 

book to the world just n-.: the nuthor left it. The con­

tinued illnc!'. or one of them will , they t rust, be ac­

cept ed as nn apology fo r some errors that will be 

noti ced. 

ROBERT PUR.YI , 
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PREF..::\. E. 

"l'C'nCl' h n th h C'r ,· ictoril' .. 
X u k,~ rc 11o w11\'d thnn wnr:· 

\\'11 r-:x thl' authnr h t'g:111 this wo rk. it wn.:-::imply with 

the \·it•\\. of'writilH! a nt'w~p:lpl:' r :1 r1idc o n rhc m11in liuc· 

nnd ge nera l n1:111:1geme11t of the l -n<iPrg round Railroad 

111 'lw:-:tcr eounty. . '11b111i1ting what he had wri trcn to 

l lic a~<'n L g i\·ing ihe i11 fo r111:1tion ( to he 11.·.-ured thntthc 

:-;lalement · co11t:1i11etl thc rl:'in were correct) he mt~ 

f'urni :-;hcd with the n:tmc- of::.:c \·cntl oth er~, whose cn rncst 

nnd ndiYc labor ' in the c:1we shou ld not, it wns snid . go 

lll1r 't:o rdcd. l•\ 1r lht' r inqui ry in to the cour;:;e pu r:=:ued, 

and the chantC'ter of the per::ou- cngnged in the wo rk, 

re \· ea led ::;u ('h we! 1-c,.;tu b 1 ished a nd we ll-conducted p Ian , 

: ueh 11ob lencs of pu rpo.-e, ~mch n n nmo u n t of secret 

char ity and un recomp •nsed labor:; free!:· g i,·eu, t ha t t he 

idea sugge ted itc.:e]f that the true hrUinn p rinciple 

nnd conmienclnb le works of those uoble phiJnuthropi ··t;;, 

should not be a llowed to clie with the t imes in which 

they Jived. l\[:111y who had g iyen largely of secr et aid 

to th e fu~i ti ye, had alrendy pnssed :iwny, nud soon the re 
A'r< 
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would he none left buL their clc . .:ccnrlant:: lo tell of' tht• 

pe ril:: and pri \·a t ion:: th ey end ured to n•li(•n and ='l'I 

free a " hrol hC' r in t hai11,;:,' ' while th<·y were c·o11fro11 tl'1l 

hy a (;o,·crn 111c11t, and ::u1-ro11 ndccl hy a pl'npl<· acl n •r."'<' 

to ll C,!! l'O liberty . 

To ,·i::it lite :t;_!<'d t hroughout the c·<1 11 11 t ry wli 11 1·11uld 

relat e their cx peric111·<·:: better than wri t<· tlH•111 , tu 1·11 r­

n ·::p11nd wi tit of h(•J'.-; who w ·re co11 m•c·tccl wi I h I '11· wo rk, 

and t hm; to ~lea n rc111i ni ,.:1·cnct·:: of'fal'! :; a 11 d rcr·1J rd thc·111 

iu a 11 i1ncre::t i11g 111a1111cr, wor thy of' prc . ..:pn ·a t i11 11 , wa,.. 

a tm•k the writer folt lt i111:-:elf' unable to lll' r fim11 a,.: f'ul ly 

as t li e in lri11:-:ic meri ts of' the c·a11:-ic !':t ll l'cl for. But, 

ad 111 irin~ the 1111,.:elfi:-:hne:;,; :rncl sy·111 pall1izi11 g- :-ipi r il ol' 

lh o,.:e nohl c-l1 c1trled men and wo11 H' ll who :at·rifi('ed 

comfort a nd imper iled property to :i. icl lh l' f'u~ i t in · tn 

f'reecl o111, endured ob l11q uy and ni ai11 t:1i11cd th eir i11clc­

pendcncc a11cl fi rm11 c.<:,; in the fa c·c of' all oppn!iit io11 i11 

p leading fo r t,hc r ig hl>i ofa 11 op pre,.:,.:ccl :1 11 <1 cl own-I roclrl (' 11 

race, lie commenced the work , hu111hly l l'll: t ing t l1a t l1is 

Jabrir:; in collecti ng and wri t ing th is l rn<li l io11 a l history 

mig hL p ro,·c in tcrc.:;t i11g to t he reader, and rc•:-:e11e fro111 

oh li,·iou the works of n. qui et, unprctc11cl i11g, lihc rLy­

loving an<l Chr isLinn people. 

H eroes h ~L\·e had their deeds of b rave ry upon battle-

\ 
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fi C' ld>' c111hla:t.t1J1 C'd in hi::tory, :rnd their rountrymcn hn ,·c 

cl elig htccl to do t ht' lll hn11or ; :0tat C'i'lllt'n ha,·c heC'n rc­

nowm·cl , and thC'ir nnm C',.: ha \·C' hl'<' ll cng ran •tl upon th e 

end uring tab let;; of' fame ; phil:rnth ropi::t.:: h:\\·c had tht'ir 

a<"I:-: of' liC' nC' \·n lC'nt·c and eh:i r ity prot'laiml'd 10 1111 :1 ppn'­

e i :1t in~ world ; min ist r,.: . pu re and ,.:int'l' l'l' in t hl'ir !!11,.;pel 

l:il lll r::, han• had th ·ir ll'al·hi n)-.'::i ('ollet·tt•d in reli!!iou:; 

h1l0k:-: that )!l'nt' rat ion:: 111 ight profit liy th t• rt•nd ing ; hllL 

t ill',.:<' 111nr:d hC' ruc',.: . 011t of !ht' ii11l11 C':::." of tlll' ir IH':trt::. 

with 11c it ht• r c:q 1N·t:ll ion of' reward nor hupl' of' l 'l' llH' lll­

hrn 1a·r , h:1 n ', wit h i 11 I he pr i \":t t·y of' tl1t•ir 1mn h11 111 t'i', 

al an hour when th • ou t:<iclc world wa" lol'ked in ::lumhl'r, 

clulhecl, h i, a nd in the d:1rk 11 c ... of' u i!!hl. whether in 

ca lm or in ~ t u n11:; , itN' i· tcd poo r,clegrnclcd . hunted hu 111:111 

hcing:: on t heir \\:t ,Y to li be rty, dc:;pi!c the he:1,·y 1w11 :d­

t ic: f-ix ccl hy l1tw fo r ::o doing . Ht he Gl>Ycrn111ent w11,.: 

wrung, 11 : they cl:1 i111 cd, in hold ing one rate in ho11 d11gc 

f'o r t,hc c111o l u 111~n L :1 11d a!!g r:rnclizemcnt of' a fow- :ind 

th11 t upnn no other g ronnd · th au the color of their ::;kin­

th cy cou ld not taeit ly acquie' CC in tha t inj ust ice, buL 

p rompted by their conscient iou::; eonvict io11:; of d11 ty , 

raised Lhcir voices aga in t it, ancl adYocnted uniYcr!;n! 

freedom and equality befo re t he law. 

IL is not the object of the wr iter in this work to treat 
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of the an t i-s lase ry principl es a nd moYemenl in genera l, 

no t· of t he pro-shi,·ery p rinc·iple cornbaLted, except :-:o far 

as t hese re la te Lo, or ha \'C a di rect hea ring 11pnn t he 

management of t lti :; f'ec rel pa:;:;age of' the s la,·e lu free­

dom. Nor was it t he in tention a t fi r,.:L lo ente r i11l o a 

deseri pLion of t his route of th e assis t a nee g i \'en f'u g i l i \' ('.-;, 

ex.cept incidentall y, beyond t he limi u of 'heste r t:m111 Ly . 

Bu t the :ection ·of t he l ine in cont ig uous counti c>. be ing 

such important pa rls could not be omiLLed. H e11<·e lh • 

lahors of the au t hor in collecting rem iniscence:;, and the 

size of the volume, h~tvc been proport ionately incrca:;ed . 

H e has endeavored to g lean only well-a11Lhen t ica ted 

facts, unadorned b y t he g lowing co lors of fa ncy, wlti ch 

lend such a cha rm nnd fa~cination to many d c...;c r iptions 

of adventu res. 

As t he nar ration of incidents, amus lll g and pathetic, 

of well-devised plans, prom pLn ess of acLioo, a nd hai r­

breadth escapes, arc as necessa ry to a history of t his 

k ind as t he descr iption of battles is to t he h isto ry or a 

war, the au thor has endeavored to h e pun c~i l i ousl y exac t 

and truthful in relating those events as descr ibed to hi m 

by th e fam ilies having immed iate knowledge of t he 

transacti ons, or who were t hemsel ves par t ic ipators in 

them. 

P RI-: F . \ (' E. XUI 

J l i;; \\'ith l t't~l i116~ of 11111eh ~ratilirar i on thnt he is able 

to pr<'."'<' llt tn th <' 1'\':tdl'1':' tht' purtr:t it:: of 1111111y of the 

lc:i rling: 111c 11 :rnd ''omen whu were :tt·tin!ly t' ngnged iu 

llH• " l -11clC'1"'l"Olltlll Hnil r11:1d." whu tl:ircd to open their 
"" 

hou:-:e:-: to tht' f11g iti\'c ,.:l:tn'. and w d1) unto him ns they 

would he done hy'. '\\'ith tht' t'Xl'l'plio11 of n fow cuts, 

f'ttrni,:IH'd thniugh the kindnt•,.:....; nf' W illiam ~ti ll, nil 

ha \'C lwcn e11~r:t \' P d ex pre,;.,,! y for t hi:- wo rk from the 

hc,,;l likenc,;,;(',; i11 t h<' pl':'.."'(•,.:....:ion of the familic."'. 

\Ylwn we e•111:-:icl t· r tha t from the hcg:iuni11!! of the 

a n li-:: ln ,·pry eonflil'I until :dlcr the hn•:1k i11g out of the 

H cbc ll ion, the \\'h ole .Xorth wn:: . h.'· :i \'!1$t 111:1jurity pro­

:;)a\' ·ry; wh en aholiti uni:;l.,; wcr <' iudi,·idu:1lly re\' ilcd 

11 11cl pcrset:11lctl, ewn by· churc:hc' of' :ill dl·uo!ninnriorn: : 

wh en the ir <.:oun t ry nH'cti ng:; were frcquendy broken up 

by ndli:tm:, nnd Lheir C' ity tOll\' l'J1 t io11;; d i:.;pcr;::ed by mob,:; 

" ·hen Fnneuil H nl l, the" rndl e of' Amerie:m Libcr Ly ," 

was re f'u::cd by lhe B o:i rd of .\ ldc rn1cn to nbolit ioni::t.s 

for holdi ng a con \'en t ion, nm! nfte r wnrds used for pr o­

s la,·cry p11rpo ·cs; when but Lhree ministe rs in :111 Do:;tou 

could be found wh o wou ld rend to their cong rcgatiou 

a a otice of an an ti-slavery 111 eeti11g ; when .i\Iiss Prudeucc 

Crandall, of Can terbury, Co11 u. 1 who op ened n. sch ool 

for colored p ersons, wns rcfu :>ecl nil su11plie:; nn cl nccom -
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modations tn th e lown, wa."' arrested and imprisonC'cl 

acco rding lo a law pa:-::<cd by the Legi=- l:uur of thnL 

, ' tate, after the commenccmcnL of her ::l'lwo l, c:rprc.~sty 

f or the 7mrposr; of .mpprrw1i11g lite c<lucatio11 of Ilic colored 

p eoplr:, nnd that, loo, in int clligcnl .:\cw Eni.dnnd , wh ere 

a Fyslcm of public st"hool cduC'atio11 rcl'cin·d it;-; r :irli <'=-L 

supporL; when a com·cnt ion fo r the pu rpl)se of' f"orn 1i11 g 

a S tate Anli -sJa,·c ry • 'ocicty in l ' til'a, !\. Y., was lirnk l'n 

up a nd cl i pcr=-ed h_r a 111oh, headed hy a fo n 11r r .J udge' 

oi' t he county; when newspaper:; re f'u ::erl to puh li ,;h ant i· 

sJa,·ery FpccC'hc=-, but poured fo rth :-:ul'h dcnun<'iatiom; 

as : " T he people wi ll hcrenfter con::idcr aholitioni:-<l>< as 

oul of the pale of lega l and co11 ,·cnLiona l prcJleC' lio11 

which ::ocicty a ffo rd:: lo it: honr:.:l and wc ll-lllra 11 i11g 

member:;," that, " they will he treated as roblic rs Hiid 

p irates, anc1 as th e enemies of the human ki nd ;" whr 11 

the offi ces of anti-s lavery papers were b roken in fo Hiid 

t he p resses nnd the type <lest roycd ; when "\Villi ani Lloyd 

Ga rrison, then edi to r of 'l'he L 1 berator, was ::cized a nd 

d ragged bareheaded through the st reets of Boston hy 11 

mob, many of whom sought to k ill h im; when E lijah r. 
Lovejoy, fo r the same offence of ed iting an a nt i-s lave ry 

paper, was mobbed and shot to <l ea.th 111 hi:; o ftice in 

A lton, Ill. ; when Nor thern mer chan ts ex.tensi vel y en-

I 
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ga;.r1•d i11 :-:ouliH· rn tr:tdl' . tnld ahnl i1io11i,.1;: thnt n;: their 

pcC'unia ry intl' rl·:-1' were l:ir.!.!'l'ly conm·~tl·cl wi th tho ·c of 

f he :-:out h, ll1t·~· c11u ld not afford to allow thl' lll to :-11 e-

1·1•1•d i11 t lH'ir t·fli> n ,.: 10 on•r1hrow .-:la,·cn ·. that milli on;; 

upon rnillim1:-< of'd nll:ir.~ were due them fr1u11 :-::ou 1hern 

1111•1Th:111t,.:, !ht' p:1_r11H•nt of'" hid1 would hr jropHrdizrd 

liy :111y l"ll)'tllrC l1dwc•t•11 1111.' :\orth nnd :-:ou th. and that 

t h1'_,. wou Id put lill'lll dmrn hy fair 111r :1n;: if' t hl'_Y enu Id, 

hu1 II\· li1ul nw:lll" if thl'_Y 111u;:t · with all 1hi:: ,·iolc>nL 

pn1·:-' la\'!'l"_Y ,.;pir i1 ex i..:1in;.r 1hrou1 . .dwut tin' :\or1h. nnd 

tlw 1"11.!.!itin• :--:J:l\·c Law. like a :0\n1nl of p1nn ' r in the 

ha 11d =- of' =- 1:1 ,·e-lwldc•r:-:. read_,. IO he wi t> lclC'd hy t hl' m 

:wain:-:t 1111y onl' :1 :-:~ i:-: t i110.r a i::la\"C' to freedom. we mu::r n . 

c·ont'edr that it required the manhood of' a man, 1111d th e 

11 11 tlin C' hing fo rti tud e of :1 woman, upheld h_r a full nnd 

fin 11 C'liri:-<t i11 11 foith, to be :tn abol it ioni;,:L i11 f hu=-e day;:, 

and rspcC'ia lly an l~ncler~rou nd Hai lroad a.!.!'Cll t. 

It nrccl st a rC'cly he reiterated lh:tf this malcYoh•n t 

spir it wn:; \\' l'Oll ,!.!'ht up io wh ite hent in the ~o u th . . i\11 

a.lwlit ioni,.:L l'Ou ld not tr:n·el there without pcr.-eeution 

:wd threa t,; of' dcnth ; fro m fi rn to twenty Lhous:rn I 

dollar:; rewa rd wa:=; offored at dittc renL lime:< by ~out hem 

gentlemen fo r the arrest nnd dcJi,·cry into their lwrnl::: of 

\Villi um L loyd <..: arrison, Arthur Tappa u nud other::;. 



-

XVI PRE FACE. 

Y ct : la ,·c-holdcr:: could tra \•el through the Xo rlh without 

a ny fea r of pcr::onnl or phy:;ica l ,·iulcn<"C frulll aliol ition­

i. t r-:. T hci r prin{'i pie:; an cl thci r teaching:- wcr(' :tgain::t. 

ur-:iug brute force or encourag ing a fee ling of' hatred for 

t.hci r nch·c1·,:a ri c::=. 

A: idc from the d irccL an tagoui:< t:> l o Hn ti-:·daYery, 

t.hcrc were :q iath t ic people who hcurcl rccitnl,; of ta lcs 

of tor ture infl icted upon ,; la \·c.-;, of the labor:; of' aholit iou­

ist" to ed uca te people against the tyranny of'tlH' ,;)·stclll, 

l t i el.,ecutions infli <"tcd upon Ll1 cm for so doing, a nc 1c p ~ 

' LI , g·1,. ·11w 'l tho1wht or mani fes t ing :t frcl ing upon w1 1 ou ~ o • o 

either s ide. \\"ill iam Lloyd Garri:-:011 became qui le 

warm iu conYcr:-:ation one time whcu a ll udi ng to l11c:-;c 

t wo cla::scs and the s in of sla,·cry. His fr iend , • 'nmucl 

J. May, said to him: " Do try to keep cool, my fri end ; 

why, you a rc a ll on fire." J..1ay i11g his ha nd upon ~lay':-: 

shoulder with a k ind and sympathe ti c pre8:;urc, lie : aid 

· I d not.ion· " B rother i\ fa)' , I slowly, and wit I a ecp c1 . 

ha ,·e need to be alt on fire, fo r I ha,·e mountain: of' ice 

a bout me to melt." 

Thanks to an 0 ,·er-r ul ing P rovidence, tho::;e mou11 tai11:: 

1 It 'd -111cl their clear wa tcr::i have dc.-;c:cnclcd Lo 1a ve me c , · 

Southern fi elds of recen t carnage, and washed 1iway t he 

· ta·111-- of" fratricidal war g rowing ou t of t he enmson s ::. •• 

J 
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i n::tit 11tin11 of' :-:l:t Yt:'r_,·-a re hellion a~irut the Go,·ern­

me11t whi<·h hnd rerngn izcd :ind protected the ~y::: t em , 

:ind '"till ofli: n•d prnll•ction tn it that the l"nion might he 

prc:-c n ·cd. By t la' Proclnm:ition of L incoln. :~ n 

mean:- to :1eq11irc ,· ittor~·, to hasten the ter111in:11iu11 of 

war and to L':-t nhli:-:h :t pcacr, the fot tcr:; of four million 

of human hcinµ:: Wl' rc :-:t ru ck off and they were de<:la reLl 

hcn(·l'for lh :111d fo rcwr free. 

'l'IH· st :tr:-: :1 nd :-t ri pr.~ of • \ mcr ic:rn Ii be rt y n re 11ow no 

lon!!:er fa nned lw the min .. lcd breath of master and 
~ . 0 

:-:l:tY<', :ind the .\ mcric:rn eagle looks down exulwntly 

from h i~ mnje::l ic ~o:uint-~ upon a brond. frrc country, 

of wh ieh he i:-: the prnucl and h1morcd ?\nt ionn l emblem. 

Thl' 011c ~rent cau~e of' scctioun l n11imo~ity being now 

ren111,·ccl, leL 11: dernully hope that a ll will be uni ted in 

0 11 co111mon brother hood, nctunted by ouc common 

pu rpt>He-Lhe prosper i t~·, welfare n11d happiue::s of the 

whole people liYing under the protection nud regulation 

of a wise, well-ndm i11 istercd, general Goycmmcnt. 

Tnrtiug thnt thi yolume may fulfill the limited 

mis ·iou for \rhi c:h it is designed, it is humbly submit ted 

Lo the public ns :L brief record of n, fow incidents in the 

live::; of those who, al though enYironed by constant 

clanger in tbe da.ys of slavery, succc.."'Sfully man aged tho 
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Und.?rgro11ncl R nilroad in C'h~ lcr a nd adjoin ing count ic:", 

uni.ii univcr~a l fr~cdom made it. no longer a nece.«.c:a r_r 

pathway of the ·la\·e t.o Jibert.y. 

ROBEHT ' . . 'i\ fEDLEY. 
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'\\ ' hl' ll tit ' l'011 \·ent io11 to frnme tlH.' Co11,.:ri1 u1io11 of 
t he l'11i fl>d :-;ta le,.: lll <'l in Phi lad e lph ia in )la y. 17 ' I , 
111:111y· were oppo,.:l'd to rhc <: l:rn,.:c ,.: :11H't i1111in~ llC.',!!1'0 
8l:t\·ery. 'l'IH',r li.•lt it to he inc·1>mp:1t ihk with t he prin­
ei pk,.; of' t IH' Dt•c:.:la rnt i1111 o f' J 11dl'pl'nci<:11 cc wh ieh had 
inspired , <' ll<·o11r;1gpcl and ~u pportcd t ht•111 du ri ll!! t heir 
long :rnd :1rd11011 ,- ,.:t rnggle for ]ibC' rty.- " t h:H a'll men 

· were t' l'l':ttc'cl <'q11al : that t he \· were e11d1rn·t•cl h,· t heir 
'r<':tto r with t't•r(:1i 11 i11:tl ic11;1hl t> ri,td1t:-: ; t ha t .nmoug 

tlH'.~ t· :tn• lift•, li berty and th C' pu r,..u it oJ' happiness." 
And they {(.·It it to be :1 11 :tl>ju ra tion (If the ,.:o k•m n pro-
111i,.:c made :tL th t• c lo,.:c of tha t D cclaralio11. thn t ·'for 

t.hc :-:u pport of' whi ch, with a fir m rclinncl' 011 the p ro­
tect ion o f' D it•i11 c Proddencc, they muwal ly pledge lo 
cnch ot.hcr th ' ir Ji,·c,-, their forrunc~ . nml their ~acrcd 
h ono r. " .And t ltey fur t he r held iL to bL' inco11:;istcnt 
wi t h the p r inciples of t he free go\'Cr urucut they were 

D 
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a houL to c.~tah li ..: h , to hold any c·l:t:-:' of peop lr i11 n 
bondage more opprc•:-:- i n~, more dc•).!r:11 li11g , a11d morr 
Lyrnnnic:al tit an t hat f'riim whic·h t lll'_Y had ju,.:t <'lll:t11t'i­
pa tccl thcm;;c·ln•:- th rnu! .. dt tltc t rial.:<, ,·i c·i:-:- itu.dc•,.: :1.11d 
pr i ,·a t ion:; of a :-c,·c·n yc·:t r:-· wa r. • \ I t<·r 11n1c· l.1 cl 1,.:t· 1~ :-:- 1 0.1 1 

and cli!-:<cn:-ion, the~· yil'l<kcl to 1 lw adopt um of t h1,.: 
c lauH', with the· hope· Ll1:1t •re 1011).! LIH· wi:-cl o111 . hu111 :111it )· 
a nd ju,.:t icc of the pc•oplc• would :111 11ihi latP f.i>rcn'r tlw 
ohnox iou,.: l'y:'lcnt of l1u 111u11 ,.: la ,·ery fro111 a :-:o il tlwy had 

nobly fou g hL to make free. 
./ Tl~i s relic of :lllcic11 L dc."'poti!4m, 111llking chn ltPI prn­

>crt'' o f m:rn , ha\" ill;.! ncJ\\" been incorporntccl .:i~ a parL 
!>f t iic Con:-Li tul ion, the friC'Dthi of unin:r,.:: '. I ltl ic~rly 11,.:-

l .. . . 11·1 LI . cli rec·L ·1nt·woni::m toward it uni ti :-:mnc sumcc \Cl ) • ',.., . . . . 
. .,ec: CJ f k idnai >llilw :incl ,.:hoot ing of ft lJ.!lll\·e:.; who a t-

c.1 . ., '°' I. p . J 'C)-t. 
tempted lo e!4capc, oc·curre:l in 'olum ".n. :~'.'. :n. . . : 
'l'h is incited the people of Lha L Low 11 , \\ ho \\ C I C c.: h1d l) 
Friends or thci r cl c-...:c·r 11 cl:11 llf', to th row :1 rnu nd t he c ·~> l -

1 I ti ·t!'ll l of' J>rn tec: tion :incl e\·cn lo H:':<t: L 
or ·c pcop e H' • ' 1 I · t , . "' II><' from :' a\·cn · to :t 
t, lt o~C who were C•IH C:t \·orlll,!! 0 <>l• . , . • 

I · l I e f n •e fl u.: " :t , . ' "Cction of co u11l1T where t ie,r m1g IL > • • • • '-: • 
" · . I r ·eucl<' r111 g :11cl to liirr1-
orig i n to thaL org:1111 zc< s,r,;tcm o ' . d ,...,d 

. l I . . the" Un ergroun · t i,·cs which was a £Le rw:t rc \.J JO\\ n .1 :; 

R ailroad." · · L which Lhc o p-
_...."' 'fhe n.cti,·c a nd clelcr111i ned posit.ion ° 1 ·J 1 . . . c;e<I unc ti c a rrrc . f "l· r ry were: JJ O \\ ,ll Qll . ' "" 

poncnts o ., ,t \ c 
1 

·I 1 . d "cu lcrl in 'olumbi:t, 
I f colo red pcop c \\ 1 0 1'

1 · 
UUIU )CJ' 0 f" l fu ril i\'C to wJii •Ji Jic 

d t i t 1Jace the goa l o t 10 g l 
ma c u1 I . . " ·' t i t he re:1sonub e h ope 

. d l · · ous foot,;tcp::r " 1 1 . dll'ectc 11s aoxi · · 1 . , . : e :1icl a nd d 1rcc-
• • r t i •re he wouk J ecc1v 

that when arn vwg ic . I-I" . ux pecLnt ioos were 
t ions on bis way to freedom. is 

not disappoio tcd. 

• 

L""DT::RGROl." ~D R.\11 1.RO.\ D. 

i\forc thnn :1 pa!4.,in~ :1ll11:5ion i:5 due to C'11lumbin. :1' 

it w:1,- thl' re tlto:<P :O:l' ll t inll'IH"' Wl'l'l' fo:- tcrecl and foclin~~ 

a rnu:::cd whieh dcn·loprcl in w n :'l't'rct ancl SlH.'C'C.S"'f'ul 
plan of t r: 1 11!4port i n~ thl' :-la,·c thrnuµ-h friendly hand~ 
fro111 hond:1;.rc l~> frt'cdnm. In I / ~Ii .Tolin \\' r iµh t :ind 
Hnlwr t B:irht•r re111u\"l•d fr<llll ( 'hl'.'tl' r. P:1. . and ::ert ll•d 
there. 1 n tlw fol11l\\ inµ- ~·t• :11· :-::rn1t1l•l Bhm::tm :11:511 
n•1110,·cd t hc• rc from the !4:lllll' pl:H'l'. T hc::l' pcr::on:5 
w<• n• L;-r icnd:-:, or Quakt r:< . lb rlwr :111d Bl u11:'0J1 O\\"ll l'd 
n nuntl icr of' ,.f:l\·r:< . mn:<th· ilonw..:tic·,.: in their tiun ili l'S . 
Wltl' ll :--:a 11n1el Blu11..:011 died . in ~<'pt c111 lwr, 17-W. ho 
111:111umittcd h i:< :< Ian• . .: :ind Jll'OYickd fo r rhcm. The 
d t>,-c·e111l:1111 ,.: of Jhrhcr µ r:u lu:tlly qu it ow11inf! ~ 1: 1 ,·e~ 

a 11d came to hate. l:1n•r.'-. Tht•ir influent·l' a ud examp le 
made nn impre:<-..: ion upo n the ,-111:111 t·1>1nm1mi r.\· whi c:h 
li ,·ecl upnn t heir land:-: :u :rnd :1rouncl \\'rig ht":: F erry. 

fn l 7 '7 :--::1111m•l \\.rig h t. g-r:111d:<1>n of J ohn \\· rig ht, 
E >=q ., la id out the tmrn of ('olu mbi:1. The lots were 
di;; po>=ed of by lott er,r :llld :111 ::o ld. :incl 111:1ny >'u b::tan­
t inl person: f'ro111 B uck::, )fo11 t!.!01lll'ry :ind l'he~tcr 

coun t ies, nncl P h il:ulclphi:t ::et tled th Nc. _\. m:tjorit,r 
of th em were Q u:1kc r:5, who hnre :1 decided re~timon.r 

agni 11. f, t he hnld inµ of hu m:rn hein~ri: in :-:l:l\"cr.'-. 
Gradually nll t he ('nf1 irrd pvo pk in t h ' Yiciuity col­

lected in the northc:i::: tcrn p:i rl of' the boroug h upon 
lotf' g i,·cn th em hy the \\· r ig ht::;. Being th us brought 
in to one commu ni ty it, wa:< qu ite 11 :1 tur:t l thnr :rn,r 
st ra nge colored person,: going tha t wn.r would seek ~helter 
11 mong them. 

In 1 04 Gcncrnl Thomns Boude, of Columbia, n re,·o­
lu tio11ary offi cer of di ·tinct ion, who had been n member 
of t,he S tnte L egi: lature, nncl who hncl represented L:ll.l-
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<.:ll:'LN an cl Ch<•:-tcr l'OU 1nil•:- in ConJ.!rc''"' two f l•rm,.:. 
pu1Tha:-ccl a you11g :-Ian·, nalllcd :-:teplwn :-;111ith, of'a ~ f r. 

'od1rane, Ji,·ing a f<.•w 111i}c,.: :-Ollth of llarr i ,.:hu r~. 

. 'mi th would ha,·c been frcl' at ~x. hut w:i,.: gin·n hi,.. 
lihc•n y before that t i111c.. 111 ihc :--aim• yea r !-'lllitl1',.: 
mother ran awa~· fro111 C'od1ra11c and went to Ul'n<•r:il 
B oude',.:. Jn a fow week,; a ,.:pi11,l1·r rode 11 p lo the 
hou,.:c. di,.:mou nl<!d , and wa lked into th e kitd1c•11 wit ho11L 
an y c:eremony. Jl cct ing JI r,.:. ~111 it It ,..JH· urdl·rcd her 
to" pac·k up her clud:- ancl c:o111e with her." :\ Ir,.:. f-;111i1h 
rcf'u,.:cd, whc• reu f HJll ,.:he :-;cizcd her nnd end ca ,·ore<l to 
carry her to the h1>1·,.:e and bear her off Yo1111ir .. ·1 cphen 
ran ouL and told the :encral , who t :1111e to th e 11011,.:e 
and ordered the woman a way. Thi,; wa.· the fi r;;L c:nsc 
of attempted kidnapping that oc<·urr1·d i11 Columbia H> 

fo r as is known. The C:ene ral a fie n rnrch; purc.;ha,.:ed 
~Irs. , '1nith. 

'- Abou t thi;; time a wealthy plan ter of \" irg inia 1111111 11-
mittcd Iii · !-; ):tvc,.:, fifb·-six in nunil)Cr. 'l'hc hcirl'l c11-
de1t\·ored Lo rctai11 th~m a:; their propert y, hu t af'tl'r two 
years of lit igation the Legis latu re of' Virg inia and the 
courts dcureecl Lhei1· frc:cdum. Thc:y were brought Lo 

Columhi:.t in wagons. 
A yea r later, 'ally Bell, a Friend , of Virg in ia , cm:1nci­

pated about 75 or 100 shi,·es, who a lso set.t,lecl in 
Colurnbin. Quite n. number of s l:ivc..,; Octl from Lheir 
masters a11<l went th ere. .Frequc11 t at.tempt8 were made 
by pursuers to capt.11rc a nd reL11 rn t.lt e111 to sla very, 
some of whic:h were : ucc.;c:::sf'u l. 

...,. WI LLI.\M \\'H I Wl'I'. 

'W illiam \ \!rig ht, of Co lu111 biit, who had become nn. 
uncomp romising hater of slavery, wm; au uc:tive rnuu of 

r 
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,.:1 r1mg llt'l'\'l' power, pn:-:-c>:--:-inl! a thnron!!h knowledrre of 
t he law pl•rtaininl! w the in..;titution. a~Hl a pre:-c•n~·t• of 
lll ind l'qtt: tl to :i11y on·:1:.: i11n. lTt' :1,:-i:-tl•<I all ful!'it i\·c...; 
whn :1ppJi,'I[ to hi111 . :111d "lwn hL· hL·:tnl of :m\· lwin!! 
l':l Jll 11 n •c l. It,• lo,.:1 1111 11pp11r111ni1 y hy hi:- hron.d dt'el1 
:--f rat<'.!!.\", in l'o11r1 or our nf' i1. tu >' l't'll r~· thl' captive·,_ 
l':'l':t pc. 

011 H'\'t'nt l o<·c:1:.:ion,.: wltvn fll.!!i ti Yl'."' e:llllL' tn hi,- pl:tcc 
1·Jn,.:p)_r (Htr,.:ucd hy· illl'ir h1111tL·1-:-: . he hn::tih· clre".:ed 
thL' lll in wonwn ',.: C'lotlll':: :ind :-'l'lll tlwm io D nn iC'i 
(;ihhm 1:.:. :tl1n11t :.:ix 111ik:: t'a:-t of' L:rne:tHl'I'. 

The : Ian •-< Wt're Ill•\\' l\;c:1pin!! in :'tl<'h l:tr!!t' 1111i11her". 
1111d p:1 :-..: in.!! th r1111; .. d1 C11l11lllhi:1. that thl' :-l:t~·eh1ilde1~ de­
ft•rm inl•tl t o i1tt L'r<·1' [H t hl'lll liy t'lllploy inl! mt•n Ill wnt<:h 

tlte pla t·~ and :llTl'.'t cn• ry fu.!!itin'. They paid a man 
na111C'CI hafll n :<e\'l' r:tl hundn•cl cloll:ir:.: :t \'l':tr lll rt'main 
th ere :tll(I gin~ inft>r11ta1io11: :ind :tl,.:o :::; ipul:11ecl with 
C'hn rl <',.: Taylor, wlw cl roY<' f'IH!!C lll'twt•cn 'olumhi:i 
Y ork_ 1111d _l3a l~i1non•, for !ht' ::u;11e purpo::c. ::\otwit!t~ 
!"U111d1ng I 111::, few :11Te,;1:; \\'Cl'C' 1naclc. and of t Jw,.:c :1ppri.!-
he11clcd :-0111c W<'r" 1·""' '11ecl I · J · J 1 · · · . ' "' ' >.' t IC :l('t I \ 'C :t )\\ I I 1 0111 ::'1~ 

h<'fore I hey c·u1tld lw ret 11 rn C'll t o hn11d:1gc. T he colored 
lleo1) IP of the t ,,., · · 1· ·t [ · · . . o 1 111. 1111 (':- t'! 11 0 p:1rf 1C'111:1rh· tender 
feel111 ":< fn\\ .. trd ·1 11\· 1 i • ti · J · · . .- . · · . < 1 l i.11 e:1111 (' I 1t•1·c fo r the p11rpo:::e 
of rarry111g t lt l'll t haek int o :.: laven-. Th <' r 111ndc a 
f'Woop one day upnn a ,.:}a,·c c:1lc.hc1-, n a1;1cd I snae 
B'.'lH> k:::, hori; him t hrough a dt'ep !"Ill)\\' to the back pnrt 
of town, :I.ripped him of hi,; clothing nil{] whipped him 
011 nclly wi th It ickt1n ·-wi the~ . l ic w:r ncYcr seen in 

Colu111hin. :dlenr:u·ds.' 
The iucrcnsed rn1111 be r:; now nrri,·ing 111nde i t nece -

Sary to establ i:;h other and reliab le ngeucic.s nlong some 
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direct li rw to th e Ea:-tcrn • ' t atc,; awl Canada, whi1 hr r 
mo:"t of th<· fuf.ri ti\'('"' dc·,in·d fo ,!!<>, althoul!h ma ny prP­
f<..rred rcnrainin_g with fri l'ndly farmer,; a long" thl' road 
a ncl taking t l1cir " hall <'!'" for !':di:1y. Thi:-: li rH' \"C' t")' 

naturally :-:hapccl it,, <• lf hy way of :-:0111 (• of th r nohl t·:'L 
ltca r tc·cl , c:trn t•:-L :;_vmpathizing . \ holi tioni :- t:-: in .\ cl:1m,:, 
Y or k, L :tll('a,.:tcr, Cltc·:- tcr, )lont ,!!onH•ry, Bvrk :-: a nd 
B u<·k,; t ount ie,; to P hn•11ix,· illc, X orri:-:town, Qua k<•r­
town, Heading, Phil uclclphia and ot he r plaC'C:-'. Tlw t wo 
firs t )o:t:tt i on~ nca rr.4 t he ::.\ [a ry land line were C: c•lty,;­
burg a nd Y ork. \ \' IH·11 t"n or lwc•11 ty fu ,!!il in •,; :1ni\' t•cl 
in a ganl! at ;c1ty,.: l111rJ.!. ha lf were :-:ent to l fa rri:-:hurg 
a nd ha lf to 'olum hia . Tlt r Col11111hia hranc·h was 
·h ie lly u,.:cd a,; it had bt•ttcr fociliL ic,: fo r c,;ca pe. , ' ta-

li on:-: were e."lahli ,:h •d ,:outh wa rd from 'o lumh i:'t toward 
the i\fary lanrl line, 1111rl nor thwa rd or ca::::tward at di :-:­
tan cc,: a bont 1 () mil<"" a pa rt. 

T he princ·ipa l ag<' 11 t,: nn the li ne runni ng nort 11\ranl 
and ca. t ward were Da n i1•l (; i hlion:\ Th oni:ts Pea t·f , 
T homa:-: '\\rl1 i t"on , L ind lc•y ( 'oat<·:', Dr. E :-: lil l'1n:111. .1:t 111c:-: 
::.\foorc, ':deb '. J foocl , of J .. an(':t:-: tr r c·oun ly ; .Ta nH':< 
Fu lton , G ideon P i •n·c, .To:-:eph ll a in r,;, Thoniai' 13on:-::dl , 
G rns ner i\I :nsh, Zebu 1011 T homa,.:, Thoma:; Vic·kcr,:, 
J ohn \ iC'kCl'f; , -:\ [i c· :~j ah a nd \Villi:1 111 A . • pt•a kmnn , 
J~srhcr L ewi:; :rnd cl:tug hlcr,:, Dr. E cl wi11 Prn::::c ll, \\' illi :1n1 
Fus:"ell, Xo n i:-: ~\[aris, Ernmor Ki mber, a nd E lija h ft'. 
JJC' nnypaC' kcl', of Chef; tcr c·ounty ; He '" Samue l Aa ron, 
J f; ::rnc H ohcl't >i, J ohn H obe r t:-:, Dr. '\\' 111. Cor:-<o n, Dr. 
.Jaco b L. Pax:-:on, D a niel H oi'S, rolol'Cd, a nd ot hers of 
N or r i,:t<)\1'1 1. T hi,,: wa:-: :-: uh:-:ecJ11ent ly cal led the norLhcrn 
route through Chester coun ty . 

T hus was the Underground H nilroacl estabUshecl and I 
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put into :'U<'<'r:"::- f'ul operation until. n,.: Thomas G:nrctt 
said , " tlw l!m·crnnu.•nt Wl'l1l into the lm::-ine:<:. and mnde 
:t whole . .::1 k t•111:111cipation... .\ ml to '\Yilliam \\' r ight, 
of ('olu1 nhi:1 . :rr:ind:-:un ll f ,John '\Y riµ:h t. i;: due the 
<'red it of' lwiuµ: one of the fir,- t :rn1 i-;:\:1\'cry nch ·orntc 
who :1rr:1111!rd and pu t into pr:1cti t0l'. a t the risk of h i­
lifr . 1hi:-: Wl' ll-known hut :-:t't:rctl~· e1mcluctcd tr:rn:;it of 
t hr ,.: l:n·r from l>!llld:l.!!C to frrl'do111. 

T hr inhr n•nt :-:pirit of' l i bt•r1~· now impelled i:t ill 
fr rcatc r 1111mlwr;: alonl! tlw honh·r C\\Untic;:. and fit rthcr 
:-:ou 1 h. t n k:t ,·c t hl'i r 111:1:"! c1-;:. a ncl i 11 pu r,:11i11~ a no rt hero 
cou r:'l' the major ity of them came throuµ-h the :wut hcru 
pn rt of' L :111c·:1,.:H•r :rn<l 'hc:::lcr <'01111 t ic:;. Thr C\'er 
hL'nc,·o ll'n t a hol it ion i:-:ts n:-:;:i:;:tcrl them from f'r iencl to 
fr iend , un t il anothr r m ute. more tr:1n ' llcd than the fi r::t. 
wn:-:, :d 1110:-:t :1" if' h~· :-:ponta nl'i ty . c;:tnhli,:hcd :unon"' 
them. Thi:-: , with if;: hr:rnchc,:. wn,: (':ii led the :::out hem 
a nd mi lid le route. Br in_!! cont i~11ou:; to the horder 
"hl\·c , ' tal c,;, :1 n1picl t rnnsit of' p11:-<>'C11!!Crs h:1d to be 
11111dc. wh i<' h wn:-: not u nfrequcn t ly '.It tended wi1h excit­
in&!' incident,; of clo;:c p11 r::11 it nnd nf' 11:11Tow c:;cnpcs . 

) fa 11y wh o c:1 111e 011 th ii' route ero"::ccl the ~u~que­

h:1 11 11:1 :i t point:-: i11 thr \' il·inity of TI:tn c-clc-G r:we, :i nd 
were fi1nr:1rcl r cl hy ,fo,.:r ph . 'mi th. Oli\'c1· Furn i, ..:, :rnd 
other:-: in L :111c:1:-:t cr co1111 ty. . \. :-:ti ll g rcntc r nu mber 
en 111c f'ro111 \\' ilm in;!fnn th rough the ha nds of Thom:i 
Ganetl, B r 11j :1 111 i11, \\. illi:1m :i ncl Thoma· '\Yel>b, nnd 
J:;aac I-;. F lint. lH:tnv oth ers came direct from the more 
, 'outhcrn Sla\'e !-'tntc~. trn,·ell ing by nigh t on ly, nud 
guided : olely by the X or th :::tar- their uni,·ersnl guide-­
uu t il they r eac hed some abolit ion friends along the l ine, 
wh o fo<l t hem, secrcLecl Lhcm by day, and either took 
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t hem ti> th<' JH'XL ,.ta1io11 al ll i).!'lit, or ga\'C' thl·111 11 otr,.; 
with Lhe nanH':' ol' a;,rc•11t.: . :1 11d dircC'l ion:; how to fiud 
t hem. 

E\·e ry :-la,·c that came fro111 tlH· ~1111th knl'W thr 
Korth , "tar, and that h.r foll1mi11 ).!' it Ill' w1111ld rl':wh :1 
land of freedom. Tru:-t i ng to t Iii,. l11·:1(·11n I i.:!ht lwliin• 
t hem af.I a ce l<•,.t ia l pilot, th ou,-:1 11d , :-llct·t•,,..f"u lly 111:1dc 
their c,:cape. T he :- lan·hollll·r,.; kn ow ill ,!! tbi,.;, f'n•cly l'X­
prc...:,:0(1 t heir hat r~cl for thaL >=ta r, and dcd:m•< I. if' tlwy 
cou ld, they wou ld tear it from it. plaee in the hcan·n,.;. 
Hu i .fo . .:iah Jl c·n:-:011, who w:1,.; t ire c·h:trad c· r :-:l' ll·c·t<•d hy 
I f:t rric·t ] kl•ther. 't11wc• as" l-ndc ' l'om"' in lu· r ' · l ·1wl1• 
Tom·,.; (':1bi11, .. :":tic!, " Uh-:-..:c·d be C: rn l for ,-ct1 inµ- it 
there." 

~on1e of the lir:11whl'" of this li rw in lc· rl:it·l'd with tlH· 
nor thern ro11t 0, pa rt ieularly at tlH• P icrc·c•..: :111d lh l' 
Fu lton: i11 E n· ilclou11 ; L e,·i Coate•,.;, ll!'a1· ( 'od 1r:1n­
,· ille ; C:ranrcr .:\f:t r,.:h , ( 'al n ; F :-t l11·r LPwi,.; and dau!! lt­
ter,:, Y iru.:<'llt ; .J1, J111 \ ' ic-kN:-:, lt <'ar Li orl\· ilh•, a nd 'Elij:ilr 
F . J>en nypatkcr·:-;, near l' l1n•11 ix,·ill1•. .\t 1!ti:-; p l:i t·1• 
qui te a nu111hcr cn1,:..:t« I t lw r in•r iuto ::'llo11 t).!11llH'r.r 
county, an<l were f:e nt in cliflcr<'l1L d irec·t ion:-;, 11 1:1 11.r of' 
them to K Ol'l'i f'town. 

One l'()Ule fro111 l f: t\Te-clc- : r:i c·c \\":If.I by \\":I _\' or 
T homa..:, Eli and 'h:irl :; I-I a n1hl cto11 '" in P l'nll l own ­

s!t ip lo Erc:i ld o11 n, therH·e to Gravncr i\ lar..:h ':-:, ,John 
Y iC'kers', a nd !'O on. 'l'ho>=e who W<' re sil'k or worn out. 
were ta ken to E:-:t !ter L ewis':- and <.:aref'u lly 1111r;::cd un t il 

a hi e lo p r()cced' fur ther. 
After le:l\' ing- W i l111in~to n , t he main rnutc c:111ie by 

wn.y of Allen un<l M aria A gnew, ft;aac an d Dina h 
:Mendenhall, Dr. B::t rLholomew Fu:-::ell , and J ol111 :111d 
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Tfann uh Cox, ncn r K ennet; • imon and Sarah D. 
Barna rd E :t. t ::'l [arlhorough : Eu,.:chiu;:: nod • nrnh 
::'lfo r"h Barnard nnd \V m. Bnmard, Pocop~in ; Lnnc nn<l 
'l'hamnzin<' P. ~foredith . ) fo rdccai and },;::tber H nyes, 
l\ewlin ; Jame . .; Fulton . . Jr .. and G ide\lll Pierce, Ercil­
d0u11; Dr. E:-hel111:111. Zebulon T hom:1,.: nnd dnucrhters, 
D owning town : ~[i eajah and \\" illiam ::::penkmnu, 
P wl'hl:tn; .foh 11 Y il'k C' r:; nnd Charle~ ) Loor<', Liom·ille; 
E:-:thcr L <'wi :- a nd clau!!ht er~ . ::'lfory. Eliwhc1h nnd 
Urace:111n:1, \ \ ' illia111 Fu:::...:e ll , Dr. Edwi n F 11E::ell nnd 
Norri:-; ::'lf:tri:-;, \\' 0:-;t \ -iru:eut : Emmor K imber . K imber­
l on, a nd El ijah F . P l'lrnypacker. 11e:1 r Phn.•n ix,· ille. 

~\ nothcr branch pa . .:,:cd h~· wny of h:rndlcr D 11r-
ling lo11. l~en nct; R t·nj:1min P r ic . Ea~t Rrndfonl; tho 
Darlinf!"IO n :-i;::tc r:-; a ud A hr:1 h:1111 D. • hadd \Ye~t 

'heslcr. DiYidi ng here, 011e portion u uited with the 
northern ancl m iddle route · nt .John Yickcrs', nnd the 
other wen t to );athan E,·:rn:-: . \\'i ll i town. A gain diYid­
ing, oue b rnnch went to Phi ladelph ia, the other to 
El ijah F . r cnuy p:i ck r '~, uenr P hccn ix,·ille. 

\ Vhcn fog it iYC.5 nrri,·cd a t any of the s ra tion, iu lnrge 
numbers, a nd elo:-:e together, mnny were frequently ent 
oil' t he tlirect route lo well known nbol it i on i-t~ in order 
to elude pur,;uit :::hou ld :-:laYc-h unt er,; be on their trnl'k. 
A mong thc:;e, on the nor thern route, we re J creminh 
1\[oore, 'hri"ti:lll:t ; D r. Aug u;;;t us \ Y. Cniu, \Ve~t ....,nds­
hury ; J oseph Brin to11 , • ali::;bury, L nncnster comity; 
J oseph M oore, , :1d:-;bur)-, Lancnster county; J oseph 
F u I ton, " cgt Sacl~b 11 ry ; .T. \\-i II ia ms Thome and J nmes 
\ Vi lliams, ,_a clsbu ry- the la lter know11 as "Abolitiou 
Jim," in co11 t rndi;;t inctiou to one of snme name n enr by, 
but of oppo:i te pri nei p les--Seymou r C. W illinrnson, 

B* 
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Caln; \\. illiam T1·imhlc, \\·c,; t \ \'hitcl:111cl, and ('h:1rl(•,.; 
l\foorc, Lion ,·i ll<>. 

Alon~ t lw lower nntl<' WC' r<• :'ll:thlon :incl .\ 1110" Pn•,-. 
Lon, :incl \\.111 . . Ja('k:-1)11. near \\°c':.:t < :rci,·c·; lfruj:1111in 
nncl liannah K ent , P c•nn t<m n,..hip. :md ot hc·r,.; \\ho oc·­
ea!'ion:dly ).!:tYe willin).! aid when n •r1 11in•d, hut '' (w,.c· 
r c,,.: id(•nc·c·::; wen: not :'CJ lo('atc·<l :1;.; to g in· tlll'm :11h·:111 t:t,!!<':' 
wll(·n ·hy they could rxptclil<.: lra,·el lo th<' :-::d(·ty of the• 
fu l!i ti \'C. 

To c:onn:y pai:<:'cngc r:; i:: 11 cc·c~:.: f'ull.1• O\'Cl' t l1c g" r<•:1t 
tr1111k line;; a nrl lir:mc·hc,.; of th iH rnacl fro111 it :.: lie;.rin11i11j! 
to it>' tcr111i11u:.:, to prt•\·cnt <·apt11r<'>', and lo e,.;c·:qie ar­
r c,.;t,.; and the nllllc:ti n.!! puui>'hment ,.; atlac·hcd to :.: l:t\'l'­
h old i ng law:.:, rcq u ired men of' fi l'lllll (':':.:, c·ou r:t j!<', :.:a­
gac.:i ty, coolnc .... " ancl intrepidi ty in t i111c o f' clangc•r, pn·­
d omin:111t phil:111troph y im pclli n,!! t hc•111 lo clo 111110 the 
l i hcrty-r-:cek inµ !-= la ,.c a,.; t hc,r wou Id lie clone by 11 ndcr 
:.:imilar cir(' llll l>'lan c·e . .:, :111cl ha,·ing fir111 r(' lianc·c• on J I im 
who con1111a1Hll·cl to " undo the· l1c·ayy hurdc·n,.:, and tn Id , 
t he oppn•,.::-:cd go f'n:c." . \ nd it i,.: a 11 ot :1ltlc• f:i!'I tlt:1t 
nearly al l who t lll1:.: a:.::.:i:.:tl'cl tl1 c fu ,!!iti\'<• lo f'n•cdrn11 111 ·rc 
m ember:-; of' t he • 'oc.:iet~· of l•' r icnd" ; :1lt ho111 . .d1 the n1H­
jo ri ty of that "O<.: iely, wh ile a\·cr,.:e to R l :tn~ry , t1>ok 110 
part in the la bor:, nncl, with fow exC"eptionR, rcf'11:.:NI th e 
use of' t hci r meeti 11g-ho11"cs for an t i-Rl:t \'('ry lcd 11 n·!'. 

Jn the ea rly part of' this c·o11C·c• rtC'cl m11 11 ng<'llH'll f 
i::l:n·r:; were hun ted and t ra c:k ccl a,.; for :1i; ('11 l11n tl 1ia . 
There !he p11 r>' 11 c r,; lo:.:t a ll trace of th r11 1. T h<· 1110!-\ t 
sc ruti nizing i111jt1 irie,.;, t he mo:'t \'i_!.!orou,.: :'C':tl'<"l1, Eii lccl 
to ed uce a ny kn owledge of tl1e111. Th(• ir p111·>'11 r 1·,; :-<.:C'mcd 
to ha ve rcaehcd a n a hy,.:,.:, beyond whil'11 thc•y tnu ld 110L 
i::cc, th e depths of whi t h they could not fotlw 111, and in 
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their bewilderment nncl di~eomfiture they clcclnrccl there 
must be an w 1clcrgro1111d railr ,ad somc1ch1·rc. Thi~ ~:1 \'e 

ori~i n to t lw t 'rm hy ":hic:h thi:: ::rerr t pn::sagc from 
hond:1~c to fr l'l'dom w:i::; de::ig n:ttcd C'\'Cr :tlh•r. 



'HAPTER IL. 
f:lnn':5 F.QC'npc in l .nrgf' :'\11111l1CN fro m llnrfor<l nn<l n n ltimo re Co 11n­

liC!! , M•l.-Ai.:cn t11 nt (;(·llyi.lrnr~.-.\t York :--prillj::4.- \\. il linm 

\\·right.- Twl•nty- .'ix Fugith'l'r .- .\11othcr l'nrty of Sixt<·en .­

Anothc r of Four. - Dcath of \ \'n. \\.1<1<;wr, Y ork :--pri11g ... - AJ.:l' llt " 

in Y o r k.-:\llc mph l o 11111.'rc-l' l'L Fugit in·~ n t t 'uh1111hi11.- S ,\)ffl:1. 

\\". :\Jt Pri.1:-o. - l11c i<lc11l <1. 

The co unt i<•:-: of Frcd~riek, Carroll, \\' ai'lting lon, ] far­
ford and Baltimore, ::Uri., emptied the ir f11~i ti,·c . into 
Y ork an<l Adam:- cou 11tic:-: acrof'::; the line in P e11 n,.;y l\'a­
n ia. The latter t.wo ('Oll ll l i s had :-:ctt lt' lllent ,.; or Fric11ds 
and abol it ioni:-:t:-:. The :-ht,·c,; lcnrncd wh o the ir fri end :-; 
were in t hat pa r t of th e Free • ta lc ; a nd it. wn:- :ts 
natural fo r thof'e :tf'pi ri og t.o Ii bcrty Lo mo ye in t lta t 
direction , as fo r the water,; of brook~ to 111 oyc lowa rcl 

larger strea mf'. 
Among the mof' t adi \"C agcnb at Gclty,.;ht1 r~, the 

!'talion nen rc:t the :\fa ry la nd li ne, \l":lS a colored man 
whose residence was at t he !"out lt c rn bound:1r.r of I he 
the town, a n<l llami llo n E,·erclt, who Ii,·cd a : ho rt. di:;­
tancc north of t he su bu rh,;. Thaddeus , 'tevcns, as a 
youn g lawye r, fir:;t p ractis ing h is pro(cs. io n, r e ndc l'ed 
valuable a!"sista nce. 

Ther e was a Ycry fr iendly foe ling in G ct.tys bul'g 
towards the nboli t io11i sts. T he profc .. :ors a t the Col­
lege a nd at the T heologi ca l , em ina ry wer e ::m ti-::;ln.yery 
ju sent imen t and contribt1 tcc1 to t he cau:e; bu t they had 
t o do it cautiously, as many of th eir stude n ts were from 

the , 'ou thern . 'tates. 
At the next iruportant station, York Springs, A dams 
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county, one of the mo::t uolr rl nnd ~ ucr~ful mnnngers 
w11!' \\·n.1.r.Dr \\· mc:1rr, n Frienrl . \Y hile po:"es"illj! 
wi::clom. ::ni:racity and ti rmne:::: to an r minent clrgrcc. he 
wn. n:: un :1:-::u 111 i n~ in mnnnr r :1::: he wn.::: eiune~t nnd 
cfli cicnt in act ion. 

lI<' wa:: horn l:2th mo. (Decrn1her) 2ht. 11..: . In 
11t h mo. (Xm·cmhr r) , l1.' l I. he married Phehc \ Yi r­
mnn, :: i:>tl'r of IT:111n:1h \\·. rihhon::, the wilt' of that 
:ou~e and :<y111p:1thizing fri end of t hl' :< lnYC' , D:iniel rih­
hon:<. \ \' il li:1m :ind P hr hc \\·right rl'::ilkd during their 
cntin• li n •:< in n n ' ry old ::cttlcmcnt of F ri r nd::', nenr 
thC' !"Olltlwrn slope of :-:outh ~ fo11 n t :1in . :1 ::pur of thC' 
.:\ lleg-hanic•::, whkh C'xl cncl$ into T cnnc;;...:ec. T hi ::' loea­
t ion pl:1<.:l'd them direct !~· in the way to render ~rent 

nnd ,·nl 11 ahlc aid to fugit i,·e,-. :1$ hundred:; guided by 
tha l mounta in r:rn<•c northward . e:1me into P nwd-o . 

rn nia, and wet"' d irected to their home. 
A pu rt .r oft wenly-six cnme to Y ork :lho11t 1 ' -!:2, from 

An ne A rundel county, ?i(d . I t w 11:> one nigh t" , wnl k 
from there to \Yright:$ \·ille, the next importa nt ::rat ion. 
T he 11ight being cloudy they became bewilder cl on their 
wny, nnd ·oncluclcd they could lrn\·el in day time. T hey 
turned arou nd and were comin<• back when thev met a 

0 ' • 

colored rn n11 near Y ork \rho kn ew they were ::;l:l\·cs, 11 11 d 
told them they were going toward ~ fn ryland . H e put 
Lhe111 on t he right road , with direct ions nort hwa rd . 
Earl r next 111orn in1r, when near \\rri "·ht:::ville, ther fo l-• 0 b . 

lowed :ome warron: which they knew were rroing there. 
0 • e" 

Aller CTO:::::ing the briclrre into olumbiu ther wer<' 0 • 

ha ppy, and lay around on the gr ound, thinking they 
wer e snfo in Canada. They were spoken to by a pcrsou 
who knew the)' were fu o-itiye::; aud told of their clanger. 0 , 
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They looked :u•toni :.:lwd, and a,.:kcd if they were not in 
Canada. \\"hen told not, they were frig lllt' lled , 11nd 
!'0111c :.:tarted o il' in th· mid,.:t of Iii:.: t:dkiug, and cou ld 
!'<·:1n:cly he p<: r:-ll:tcl(·d to \\:ti t for d ir<'l'li1111 ,.;. T hey w<• rc 
armed with c·luli,.:, pi:-tob and ,!!llll:-'. 1 I<' fiually i11d 1H·t·d 
t he:m to li ,.:tcn to hi 111 l1J11.!! c·nou;.dt to :,!in• tlH•111 clin•c .. 
tio n:.: how tlw y :-:hould pa:.::: thrnugh ( 'nl11111hi:1. Hut 
thc·y :-:tarted oil' in one gan~ thrn111 .. d1 the· :-tn•(· t,.:. cl e(ring 
an~· a11tl1ority that mig ht atte:m pt ti> :tppn·lwnd tht•111. 

\\" lien nearing Lanc·a:.:tt•r they 111ct a 11111 11 ll'ho k nc•" · 
fron1 th eir appeara nc.:e that thc.r were i-da,·e ·. I le 
i;toppcd and tried to con ,·er:-c with them ; but, t her 
i;ecmcd lo d i:-tru:- t It i:.: pu rpo,.:c, and a ppc:n·<·d cletern1i 11 c~l 

to p rntcccl headlong despite all coun,.:c l. H 111 lin:illr he 
co11,·int<><l them that he wa" their fr iend, a;1d that, tiicre 
,,.a!' a la rge town a ,.: l1ort, cli:.:t:tn<:c nh cad where tl1ey 
would be in da nger 11nlc•,.:: thc•y li:.:tc•11cd lo and olwrcd 
hi:; dircc.:t ion:.:. Lfc thc·n told them how to ente1· 

0

fh c 

town, to pm:,.; the• C'ou rt-11011:.:e, nnd to l!O on 11 nti l ll1<>r 
rnme oppo,.:itc :111 o(Ji <·C'-<lc,.:('ribing it :.:o they wo11l ~l 

know it. They were then LC! ent er and walk up fo a 
J11an, who wa:.: Tl1:1dde11s . 'te ,·c11=-, and /!in· hi n1 a p11pc' r 
upon whi ch had bccu wri tten n11 a (·eotlllL of lit e men. 
They did f:o. H e Lold 1 hem to f' it clown 1111d he would 
get, them somethi ng to ca t. Aftcl' refrcRhing thcrn ,.:e l \'es 
h e gu,·e thcrn clire<"lion.- lo Daniel C ihhons. 

) )anicl was sitling on his piazza when th ey came up. 
U c acco,.:ted them "ith, "come in hoy:; I k no\\' who 

· you arc ; I ha,·e !wen looking for you ." J\ftcl' g i\'i ng 
th em food h e Feparntcd the party, all(] :;en t, t hem in dif~ 
fc rcn t d irections . 

A party of sixteen came to York about Hl-13, and were 

I 

l":\llEIH:HOl":-\D R.\II.RO.\ D . 39 

c·on:-ig nl'cl to .fovl Fi,. lwr of that pl:lt'l'. who wa:: iu con­
:.:tant t·orn•:.: p11nd1•nt·1· \\ith \Yi lliam \Yri~ht and Dr. 
Lt•\\ i,.: . nf L t• \\'i:.: ht1 q.!. \\" hC'11 tlwy arriwd. \\"illia m 
\\" ri1-d11 :111d J )r. Lt• \\ i,.: ha pperH·d In lw :It .Jud Fi;:her·­
hot1:-1'. T he 1'11.!.!itin'..: w1•n• t:1kt•11 in to :1 1wi~hlwring 

c·11r11fil•ld and hidd1•11 u ndt• r the ,.:h o<'k "'. T he followin!! 
nig ht Dr. L t• \\ i:.: pilot1·d thl'lll to lu•ar Jii, hoU"C' at L ew­
i:-lrn rg un t hl' ( 'nnt'\\ :1g11 . when• t lwy wt•n • l'Ull <.'1•:1 led i"CY­

l'l':il cl ay:.:, lh c> cl1H·t11r ":1rryin.!.! tlH•111 prm·i:.:ion,.: in hi:.: 
:-:tclclk-ha.!!>'. \\'h1 ·11 tltvir Jlllr:-'t1<.•r:: !tad 1·t•:1:-ed huntin!! 
f(1r t IH•n1 in \\" i II i:111t \ \" ri!.!h t ·,. 1wigh lrnrh1111d. ht' wt•11t 
dllWll !II I.l'\\ i:-hlln.!. :tnd in ('t1lllp:111y wi1h nr. L rw is. 
took t h<• ,.:ixt<.•1·n :H·r11,.:,., th<.• r in•r , liirdin;r it on ho r;:r ­
h:t l'k . t:tkin!.! tlH' lll<'ll :111cl w111111.•n lwh incl tht•m. and C':tr­
ryin,!! the d 1ildn•n in tlJC•ir arn1,.: . It\\:\,.; :1 glonrn~· ni!.!ht 
in :\11\·c•nilwr. Dark hl':t \'.'" C' loud:.: ,.:wl'pt : 1t•rn,.:~ the 
:-; ky, nh,.:t·t1rinir :ti int t· n ·:tl,.: t he li irlit llf' th L• 1110011. nnd . ~ r 

c:t:.:t i11;.r tht•ir :.:01uh n • :.: haclo w:.: upon !11<.' \\' :li t' !':' whil'h, 
:-:wolkn hy rCt't' ll l rain:.:, Wl' l'l' rollin[.! in :t d:111gerou:-: tor­
l'l' lll. \\"ht•11 tin' 1:1:.:t c111 e had got :.::tfi.•ly 11 \·e1". the docror. 
who profi..•to,:cd to he• :ti! at h..!i:.:t. looked UJHlll the p:1rty 
nnd their 1uid11i :.rh t :-:u n o11ndi11!.!:.:. :ind upon thr t•fforl$ 
hl'i ll ).! niacle in hL• h:tlf' of t hc::c poor t•n•:ttun':.:, :rnd from 
flt<• dt'pth of'a ht':lrf lilkd with :.:ymp:tthy h<' <.' xdaimcd: 
" (; n •al (;rnl ~ i:.: t hi,.: :t ( 'hri ,.:t iall l:1nd: :111d nre C'hri,.;­
ti :tll:.: thu:.: f(1rl't'cl to fl t•t• for their lilw rt y ?" \\" illinm 
\Yri!.!hf took the p:t r ty f11 hi :.: hot1,.:c that nigh t. :1ud c:on­
c.:e:tl<•d lh cru in a fo n ·:.:f nea r hy 11nf ii it w:1::: :.::de to :;tart 
I hc111 on their \\':t,Y tcl C:tn:td :t. 

111 t he early p:t rl or h:1n·c:.:t, 1.':")l. li.111 r ~ 1 :1\"c~ ca me 
to \V illia111 \\' ri !.!ht'f: hc•ll>'<' f'rolll J\f:iryl:111d. Thc,r were 
in :L sta te of :.:e111i-nmlity, their clot hi ng being nearly nll 
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torn off nn<l hanging in tatter::. At thi!i ho!ipit nhl C' 
home they were furni. heel with f•lothing and :;hoe11. 
L earning thal the :::ln\'eholder,; had gone to H arri!ihurg 
in search of th m, t.wo were eonrC'nl rd nf \\'i lliam 
\\' righ t's place, and tbe ot her two ,.:rnt for eorwC'al111e11t 
to .Joel \\'ierman, his brother-in-law, two milt>;: di ,.:tant. 
In a day or t.wo while \\'illiam \\'ri~hf with thC' cnlorC'd 
men ru1d E<ome workmen wa. at the. barn. a party of' 
hunters came up an<l recognized the two slan•:-: a,: hP­
long inJ! to one of thC'ir n11mber!'. T he ncg:roeE<, appa r­
ent ly g i\'ing t hem. eh·e. up, !'aid they had lcf'L their l'oat ,.: 
at the houi::e. \V illiam \ Vright told them to go and g t 
them. One wai- seen by the fa mily to take his coat 
has t ily from one of the out-hu i l<l i n ~;: . Gi,· in .~ the111 
time to geL their coats, \\' illinm W rig ht. allCl the =- laYe­
hol<lcrs walked lei. ure ly to the house. 

, 't,epping upon the piazza. wl1ere his wife was seated, 
he said, g i\' ing her n : ig ni fi cnnL and pi •rci11g g la 11 <:c, 
"Phebe, the:-:e a re .Jir. -- and Mr. -- and i\fr. -­
from Maryla nd , and l\Ir. -- from P en11sy lrn nia . 
Gentlemen, thi,.: i: my wile. These gentlemen el ai111 lo 
be Lhe owners of Tom, Fenton, ~am and George. Gen­
tlemen, be :catcd ." Taking from her husband ':; loo k 
that they were to be ente rtained and t hus delayed fo r IL 

purpo::e, Phebe \\Tright nrose in her d ignified ma nner 
and seconded her husband in hi:; in\'itation. Iler eldc::;t 
daug hter coming to the door she cast nt her 11: g lan <:e 
that to ld the ::itory. \ Villian1 ' Vrigh t :cnt fo r HO llle 

fresh water and some cherries that were nea r by in the 
din ing r oom. Afte r the:;e elaborate preli111i11 a ries, which 
too k some time, had been gone th ro ug h with, P hebe 
" ' right sn i<l, in rather a. surpri:sed tune: " Do I under-
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stand you to :-:ay tl1:1t you da irn to he the nwner;: oft hC'~e 

e~1lon•d 111<.'n '?" 011 their rcply inl! in the aftirmati,·e, 
::ht• :-aid : "Do ~·ou n•c·o,!!niz<.' tlH' !-!<·riptun• a:: thl' ~uicle 

of your Jin•,.: Y'' .. ( \ •rt:1inly. madame." :-:aid one. tl:-:"11111· 
ing :ta ,.C' ry :::111C'li111onio11:" :iir ... I am :Ill C'hlcr in the 
lbpt i::f d1 11rC'h.' ' l fl• (H"O\·c< I. although. u:-: ;:uh::C'qucnt 
cn•11t,.; :-:how('cl . a ,·c•ry had 111:111. to he not without frar 
of' the hiµ-h c• r law, fell'. wltpn Phebe \\' ri!.!111, ,.:('nclin!! for 
Ili c• Bihl t'. prnwd 111 him f'rnm it,.: p:igt':" ~ht' :'in thnt he 
w:i,.: 1·ci111 111i1 tin .!! in lwlding :-:l:tn•,.: . hi;: H'l'th ehatterecl 
with terro r .. \ fin t hn'l"lJllart<'r:-: of' an hour thn,:: :-:pt'nt, 
tl1t•.\· :1 ro:"t',.:ayi11,!!th:tt it w:ts t ime' to pr<>C'<'Cd tn hu;:ine, ". 
:11tcl :1:-k<'d \ \' ill i:tm \\"ri,!!ht to prndt1eC' thC' men. H e 
rC'pl icd : "Oh! t hat i,.: not my hu;;:ine,.:,..;; :11 :tll: if they 
:trC' ~·ou :; la,·(',.:, :1::: you :1,::;:prt. ~·o t1 =-aw t hem, it wa;: your 
husill(':':-i to t11kc lhc111." rn :111:-:wcr to their:t:"!"C'rlion that 
hl' w:1;: hiding their =- law•::. Ill' :-::iicl : "1Ja,·e11't l been 
here nll f he time? 1 low t'lln I h:1Ye eonce:iled your 
:-: Ian•,:? I f ,rou h:we your l11wfu l :n1tl101·ify here i:< the 
h1>11H~; !"ea rc:h it. T :'h11ll not help you, hut I c:1 11 't. pre­
ye11 t you ." \\' ith t his lh y ::howcd t he ir w:1rr:111t,.; :incl 
prnt'cc•ded lo ,.:ca rc:h t hC' hou::e. Afler thi" they WC'll l 
throug h th e oul-ln1ildi 11,t.,r:-;, \\' illi:1111 \\'rig ht ,.:ay in~: " I 
wi ll go wi fh yo11. Y ou C' li:trgC' me wilh be ing 1wpo11. i­
h lc• f(11· \·ou r ::la ,·c:-: · this I den\· as the,· were within 

• ' • ' . 1 

your gr:ts p hal f nn hou r ago." 'ont i1111i11g, he . nid : 
"( :cut lemC' n, I profesl. against. thi whole p roccccl ing 
:rncl consider the Fug iti,·e SlaYe J,nw no law in that it 
<.:ontrn,·enes the Jaw of God. B ut, you l11l\'e t he "·icked 
law of' tl\e Jancl on your s ide. l can't pre,·en t you." 
Of cou rse all tlii:; \ms done to deta in the shtYeholders 
nncl to g i\'e the slaves a chance to escape. In the senrch 
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they paR eel t he cn r ri 11~e-ho11 . c, wh i('h ,.:tood a li ttJe to 
onC' side of th ' path hcl wC'<' ll the h011,.:c and th <' ha m. 
They ne\·er :'C(;lllCd to tliink or cntvr i11g th i,.: b11 ildi11g . 
A f'te1· t he "carch wa:-: " ' ·er, llwy ha,·in.!.! hc•c•n incl 11C·c•d to 
cnlcr (' \·cry nook and c·orncr and to look in tu the nw:-l 
ou t-<Jf~thc-way alld ah,:urd pl:H·c·,; \\' ill ian1 \\-ri.!.!ht ,.:t11otl 
in the pa th :.i lilt ]p beyond the c·arr ia~c-hou:-c and indi­
cnlinl! it, h i:: out-huilcl in;r:: an d hou:-c wi th a :-:wc·vping 
g<': t 11 re of t. hc ha nd , ::a id : " l\ ow, ~en t le men, you wi 11 
acknowledge that .'·ou ha \'e :'CUrC'hcd my hou"e nnd out­
bu ildings to your hea rt ;.;' contc·n t. JI' yo11 a rc :'ti ll u11-
:<ali:'fied , we' ll >'<'a rc·h the barn." ~'> thc'y H•art hc•d t lw 
barn and then clcp:t n <'<l, ex pre;.::- inJ.!, with mutt <.• rc•cl 
oath:;, much di:-:c:o nt cnt at twin).!, a:-: tlH•y :-a id , " hood­
winked." 

Afte r t heir departu re, the old :-: la,·e T orn wa:-: fuund in 
the ca rriage-hou:-:c, helwee11 t he >'C':t i:' or the c·11 r ri:t ).!C, 011 
h is knees. H e ::aid thal a ll the t ime t he :-:ca rc·h w:1: 
goinp- on he w:i,.: pray ing- tha t the• Lord \\ <Hild bli nd the 
::carcher:;' eye::; and conf'u ::c their u11 dcr;.:ta 11d ing:-:. To 
P hebe \\-right's que:-:t icm, wh ether he \ra,.: a rra id , he re­
pli ed, "No, madame, no. T felt dat. de L awd wa,.: 
nbout da h." It then appeared that \ \'i ll i:1 111 \\"rig ht , as 
he was esco rting Lhe s laveholders fro11 1 Lhe ba rn to the 
house, had ::een this man's hecl>i cli!<appenring withi n the 
ca l'r iage-house dour. 

F enton, who, by the way, was the :on of Lhe Baptist 
deacon, hnd taken refu ge in a ryo fi eld . Beyond the 
house was a d itch which, a t t.hi:; Li111e, wa · oYerg rown 
wi th reeds and tall g m:;:;. Ju to Lhi s he jumped a nd 
crnwliu rr on h is hands ai td k nee:;, the d istance of one 

I:> ' 

fi eld, entered the second which was t he rye fi eld afore-
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8a id. H erC' h l~ rl'm:tined ti ll d eYen o'clock nt nigh t 
when he l':tntt' to th<' hom:e. inclil'a ted hi~ presence hy 
whi:-:t ling and rc:j11i11ecl T um. T hey were foci and ,ent 
h:tC'k to i hl' rye fi l· ld where they remained for sc,·crnl 
d ay,.: . hcinf! frd :11 11 ii . .d1t. 

T he other two were taken 111 tlw farm of J oel \Y icr-
111 :1 11 , where t hC'y rema ined eon<:e:tll'd for :'c,·eral clay:' in 
th e h:trn. One of' them, ririnf!ol' the m t >11oto11.' · hef!"Cd 
to he allcl\rt'd to i,ro i11to t he corn fil' ld whe re there wer 
:-ollll' llt (' ll at work . .T11l• I \\-ierm:t n d id not wi::h him to 
do thi :-:. hu t ht> (H' r:'i::t l'd. To t hi:-: fi l'l cl c·11mc rhe ma::tcr:::, 
frc•,;h from their :'l':trC'h :tt \\-i ll i:1111 \\-ri ~ . .dn·::. :\..:: ::oou 
:1 :-; h<' :':tw them he rnn :t('ro,.:,.: two fil•ld:;. rhey followi ng 
a t f'ull ,.:peecl . and .) oC' I \\-il•rniau hrinf!illf! up thC' rcnr. 
Coming- to a lar~l' :-: tn':lll t, he plun~ed in and r ached 
the oppo:;itc hank which m1;: \ '<' I',\' ::tccp. _\ :; he bef!:111 
lo C'l imh it. thl'.'" ::houl ed to him that if he pers i:;led, 
tlt<'y woul d :: hoot him, t hey ha,·ing fa ir a im. In d read 
of' ::uddcn death , he hc~i tntcd :rnd tltcy c:att!!ht up wit h 
:1 11 d c.·aptu rcd hi111. 1 [ i,.: h:rncb were tied behind h im, 
t lt e 111:1 ·te1· ho ldi 11~ the rope. Thu::; he was b roug ht to 
\ \' illi:tm \ Vrig ht ':-: lt nu:-:e. P hebe \\· r ig-ht quorcd Scrip­
t.u rn lo the 111 :1:-:lc r, and u,.:cd C\'l•n· :t l''"Ument she wns . ,..., 
111 if' l rc,.::-; ot~ to i11 du t·c him to pro111i :-:e not to f'e ll , am lo 
the fa r Sout h. " I n:-::-:u rc :·ou. m:tdnmc," wa ~ his reply, 
" J a nt a palc rn a l 111:1::;ter . I don't clc:;irc the money th is 
11111 11 would bri ner or ,. 11 hi :; :;erYicc:-: hut onh· lo 111nke 

~ ' .. 
him comfor lnb lc. .Just loo k at the r: 1~ he i;:; in. H e 

<:> 

would ma ke you hcliC\·e t hat he i::; kept in th is \\·ay . I 
n: sure you he i" not. H e hns run away and bidden iu 
the mou11ta i11s t ill he i:; in t h is cond ition. I sha ll ta ke 
h im home nnd clothe and shoe h im." \ \Thile thi::i was 
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i:roinl! on at the hou!'C, on<• of' tlw clau.irh ter,.; Wl'lll down 
to wlwr<• the> poor nq.rrci wa.-' t ic·d. and :-a icl. '· ~:1111 , i,.; 
your pi::to l with Ft·nt on',; thin!!:- in th <• hot1:.:1"!" ' · 'Xo, 
::\ l i:.::-:. r left Ill.'" pi,;tol in tl1 <' h:tl'll at >Ir. \ \"i<·J'll 1:111 ':.:." 
Tlwn :.:h<' fi l lc•d hi,. prwk(·t:- " it It 1·h,•1Tit•,- a 11 :.: lw 1·1111 Id 
rlo, nla:-: ! and :td\'iH•d hi111 to rnn aw:iy :t(!:tin t ln· fir:-t 
ch:1nc·c• that he had . Thi,; he· pron1 i:-1·d ( 11 rl11. Th<' 
"p:tlt• rna l" nrn:-lc•r wa,.; :.:1•en clr:tg!!in,'.! lti111 1ltrn11;.:h (: 1• ( . 

ty:lll11rg I i<'C I a:-: ha:i bct•11 dt·:.:c·rilwcl. I n:-tc•ad of' taki n!.! hin1 
to hi:-: l10n1 e in \\' n::hin;.:ton l'llUnt_\', :\fd., he• look hi111 to 
Frc<lcric·k City and :.:old hi111 to a :-: la,·e dc•aler who. at 
that tin1e wu:; !.!<·ltin ,!! up a d ro,·e filr tl1l' f:1r ~011 t l1 ! If<' 
wa:< nc,·er lwarcl of a~ain. Th e· othc> 1· thrc•c• 111c•n. with 
t he help of the n1:1n a.!!er:.: of llH· l "nrl c•rJ.rro111ul l{ail rn:JCI. 
rca<'lt ed 'anad:t in :-:afcty. 

One a11111:-:i11.ir i11 C'i<l c>nt oc·c·11r1·l'd at thi,.: l11Ht:'1'. , \ large> 
nunilwr of' fugiti\'C!:' <::till<' at on<• t in1l' 11111011•• wlton1 
mu; a moth e:r with a yo1111g <·hild. Tlt:•i t· n1:1;~c• r,.; fiil­
lowi ng thC'1n qtt i<"kly, all wen• di,.:po.-<l'd ci l' c·x 1·c•p1 t Ii <· 
in fan t, who:.:e <'l'iC>', il was ft.•:trl'd, \l·ould IPacl tn cl l't1•r·­
t ion. A st ratagem wa,.: rc,.:0 1·tcd to t l1al :-: l1!1\l'l'd t hP:'e 
an Li -s ~ a,·e i·y people were quick-w ill ed :1 . ..; Wl'l l :1 ,.; pl1i l:1 1i­
t hrop1c. A yrJung won1an slayi ng; nL th e IJ011,;c• \H•11 L to 
bed, tak ing th<- baby wit h her. \Vhcn the s la ,·c!toldc r,; 
came they wc1·(• rcq 11cstcd lo be ve: ry C':l rc f'11 l i 11 f'l' a rdi­
i ng a.· there " ·a. :t lady with :t you11g inf'u 11 (, in the lt ou:c. 
·w hen they came to the rnom in wl1i e;h this s11ppo;;it i­
Liow; recent arri nil was, t hey op<'nccl the doo r a litllc, 
the ae;t ion being ace;ompani cd with n "1-ih !" and a fin ir<'r ,.., 
up lifted in warning by their gu ide, whi le the" mother " 
p incl1 ccl the baby and made it cry in order lo con\·ince 
the unwelcome visitors that t hey \\'Cl'C not ucing <le-
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<·('in·d. Tia•:.:<' an.• a few amon•" th(• :-:co re;: of incidents ::-

that 01·<·111Tl'd in th i,; famih· :ind among tho:-c thnt 
hclpc•d thl' lll i11 thei r work . 

Wi lliam \\-rig ht lwlic ,·cd i11 politit·n l netion ll"':1inst 
,;l:1,·1·ry :111d too k con,;idcrablc p:trt thereiu. IIc wn::.< one 
11f' the ti 11111dl'r:-' of' the rrce-~uil or Libert\' l'nrtY iu 
J'l'tlll,.;y h ·:111 i:1. F o r m:rny !'C:tr~ hi:- name, with tha.t of 
:-;:1rn11el \\". ,:\l ifilin . :-:tood at the head of the Libcnr 
Party l'lt•l'lornl t i<·kl't. lk :1 t1t•1Hlcd . \ 111i-:-\l11 \·cn · a n~l 
Li lwrt y Pa rt." ~ r l'l' t i II~:' :llld ( \in n •n I ion:' wht•Jl('\:Cr hi:; 
IHt:'illl'.":' would permit . and wa,.: :t dt• lc»•ntc to m:lllY of ,.... . 
thc>'t', not:thly to the c·on,·cnt in11 that mt•t in Pirt.-::hurg 
in 1, -t -~, :111d non1 i11:1tccl Dr. F .. J. L~mo.n1 c for Go,·cr­
nor of' Pc•1111"·'· h·:111i:1, :rnd to t hat whi c:h met in Phil:l­
dclphi:1 in ,J une of J ';3(.), and nominated J ohn C. Frc­
molll and \\"illi :tm L. Dayton, for l 'rcsidcllL :111d Yicc 
l're,; idcnL of' the ·ui tcd 't:tte». 

'J'hc I on~, w •ll-,.:1icut lite of \ \" illi:1111 \\"ri <rht clo~ed 
' "" on the ~-3th of' T c11 th month (October), L (j.). llc hnd 

the :.:ati,.:fitction of ,;cei ng the pri nci pie,:; of 1 i bcr ty H ud 
jm;lice for wh ich he h:t<l la bored triumph o\·c r !--:l:1 \·cry 
:rncl op prc,;s io11. I n his dcnth he calm ly r c::: ig nc<l his 
sp ir it to Lhc .i\ lakcr whom he hnd so ca rncsth· :wd 
meek ly :-:c n ·cc.1 . · 

" .i\ l:1rk t ho pcrfod 111:rn, :111<l behold the up rig ht; for 
Lhe cud of tha t, ma n i::i pcn<:c." 

J oel F isher, a F'ricnd, li\'ing i11 Yo rk, w:t also arti\·c 
and prnminc11 L in the cau:0c. 

\\' illi111n U. Good rich, n. wcalLhy aud ,·cry iutcll igeu t 
light n1ulaLt,o mu; an ac;t i,·c and v:tluab1c ngcut :1 t tltnt 
p lace. \ \' hc11c\'er he rccci ,·eel informatiou that " baggage" 
wus ou the rnad wLieh i t was ncce~ary to h urry t hrough', 
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he . c nt. wore\ to Columbia the da.\· hcforc it ,,·n,.; cx­
p c<:ted to arriY •. Cato .J ourclon . <'olored, who d nl\·(• :t 

team which haukcl C'ar,.: O\'C•r tlH• hriduc' h1·ou•rltt :di . ,..... , .-. 

" ha;.!gagc •· ,.:afi.•ly :H·ro,.,.:, wlH•rc the· :1gc11 t,.: had :111ot hc• r 
t r11:-:ty c·olorcd m:111 to rccei\'P it. T h<' f'11gitin':: m·n· 
th 11 t:1kc•11 thnHJ) .. dt Blatk·:: hot <·I yard to :11111t h1·r por­
tio11 o f' the town, and c·on1·c•:1lt•d m·c•r 11i!.d1t; whc•11 \\"rn . 
\ \ ' ri~ln, of that p lac·c·, gP11c rn II y took .t h1•111 i 11 t ha rgc 

ancl :-:c11 t ~omc lo Dan iel C:iliho11 ~, :i nd :-:0111c rli n·c:t lo 
Philad e lphia . i11 lh<' t;d~c end of' a box C':tr, ow1w d hr 
• 'tcphcn • '111ith and \\"ill iam \\"hi ppc·r, colo red 111c11 an;! 
l umber nwrchn n t:-: of 1o lumhi:1. T hey got. off at. t he 
head of the" plan·," near P h il a11c•lplti:1, wlwrc a n agen t 
was in wa iting to rcc·ci,·e them. 

After hi: rcmu \'H I to Lan c::u•tc r 'l'haddcu,; ~tcn~ns 

ga\·c mo ney, a nd a l,:o a:::.:i::tecl tho::e who ea 111 • to Colum­
bia. :.\Ir:.:. • 'mith , who ke pL hou:-:C' fo r h im fo r more 
t han t wenty _rea r::, and 11u r:.:cd h im at ll1 c (' l o~e of hi: 
li fo, was one of t he ~Ian·,; he he lped to frcrd om. 

. A 11 o ld man nnmcd \\' allac·t', li\·ing at Y11rk , wa:-: an 
a rd en t a boli t iu11i:-:t. a 11d rcnclc rcd •llieien t aid. .:'lf:tn r 
t hreat· were made to k ill him , and hi:' li fo wu:: often i;1 
danger. 

The agents at Y o rk had p11,.:i'-wor cb , wh ie h they used 
on occn. ions w hen requ ired fo r l hc pu rpose for which 
t hey we re intended . O n e was " \ \'i ll iam P enn ." T hi: 
nam e t hey frequ en tl y s ig ned when acldre,.:,: ing note: to 
ea ch oth er. 

\ Vi llia m Yokum, con: tab le at York, wa fa \·orn.b le to 
fug i t iYes, and in ·tr um ental on va rious occas ions in 
securing their protection. H e had t he " p u:.: ::;-wo rd: ," 
und m ade good use of t h em. ·when ca lled upou by 
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~la\·c-<:atc:h cr,.; to hunt or :1rrc,:t f'u,!:rili\·e~. :incl he could 
:t:.:C'c rt:1in Ll1rou~h the :t~t·nt:: w here rhcr we re, he led 
t he hunter:.: in a diffore m din~t·tion. or m:;naged to hn\'c 
t lw :.: la n•:: rc nwn•d lwfore he n •:t<·hcd the pince. 

;\ Ian y :Ind (' tlf'iOll:' de \-i('C:' WCI'(' l'C:'Ol' l<:'d to by the 
a d iv' :tlwliticini:.:t:: to conceal fugitin>s . o r to rescue 
th<•n1 f'r o111 the h:111d::: of th<:'ir <.·aptor,:. '\\"h<:'n the ::: liwe 
c·aH·h<.•1-,.: wc r<:' takin).! .John .Jo n r::, a "n111:1way ;;: lr\\·e," 
by I ht• n•:: idl•nc·t• of I~ 11lwrt B:i rhcr, :'t>111c one tripped 
f he.• o tli t·c' r . and .fo11t':' d:1r tt>d into a11 open ccHn r-way 
1111d cr lbrlwr·:-: hou:-:c.\ :ind out the h:t<'k tloor :rnd - .. 

c::t peel. 
' l'ho111:1:: H c:::.:i('k, :t col1ln'cl 1111111 , wh o ran c:11'$ in 'o­

l11n1hi:1 , w:t:: one o f' th e bo lclt'.~t and mo::l u:;cfu l agents 
ihe rc. 0 11 o ne occ.·a::ion when the ,: la\·c-hun tcr,: we re in 
tmrn. he too k two f'll ,l! iri n•:: t h <.')' were in :.:e:treh of boldly 
to the stat ion , purc:h:i.:::ed tick •t.:::, and put them in 1t 

pn:.:;:cngcr <::tr wh ile their p11r,:uc1 ' we re i11 11 hotel 

<·I osC' h y . 
\ Vhc n . la\·e-l111n tc rs hea rd of ~ lll\'e ' bcin rr on the 

~ 

York rou te th ey h:t 'Le ned to \> lu111hia to in t •rcC'pt th m. 
A p11 rt ·' · of ::e\·c n we re on t he wn y from Y ork srn tiou 
wh e n t he ir mn;;te r::i hearing of it , rod e w ith all po..:.::ib lc 
: peed, :trriYecl in 'o l11mhi:L in :td\·an<.:e of t he m. Not 
expel'! i11g t he ir cha t le i:' fo r :t fe w h ours the_,. s tepped 
in to n hote l to "take a d rink." The n!!e lll i" there h e:1rd 
of th i. :111d wen t to t he \\' rig h t , ·ill e e~1d o f t he bridge 
jui::t in Lime to meet t he :;la \ 'C3 :1 · t hey we re nppron cbiug 
it. Thc.)r we re q ui te happy uncl j ocu nd, s iug iug songs, 
a11cl exultant in t he though t tha t n soo u a:; t hey cr o&:ied 
that bridge t.ltey " ·ou Id be free. 

" T h e ir foo ts teps m o ve d to joyous m e ns 11re; 
'l'h ei r h eo rtl! w e re tuned to n otc>1 of p lt-ns11re." 
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T he icka preYailcd to a c·on:-idernhle extent an1011~ the 
:-: l:t\'l!:' th:tL wh<·11 they no,.:,:cd the ~u,:quch:11111 a they 
were 011 free· 1trnu11d. :ind WC'n· ,::dl:. But whe.n to.lei ho~1· 

lle:t r thc·i· ~1·c rc to where their 111a:-t1•r,: were ly111~ 111 wait 
fo r tlH'll; the\' were :-truck wit h :11n:1z<•111c•11t :ind ti.•:1 r. 

Thci· ;:nor;, howe1·er, bc1·a111c• wild wit Ii c·on,:lt•rnat ion, 
and h<:ga11 ru11 11ing like fri~htc•nt•d ,;l11·t·p in ."'·c· ry cl i'.·1·1·­
liou. By ;:k illf'ul cfli>n and the a,:,;11rann• of prntl'<"I 1011, 
t he a~c:11 l,; !"ll('C:Ccdc·d in gatheri ng thc111 togct ht• r aw1i11 , 
a nd th ey we re couducted to iL pi nce of' ;:afoty. 

A ha;:e pra<:t ic·c con nected with tl1 c H lan~-hu11 ling 

bu;:ine,:,; was that of unprincipled 11 1c•11 ;:r11d i11g ~outh 
t he clc.-;cri pl ion of free colored pcr,:011 ,:, a nd h:1 l'i11.g thc,;e 
clc•:::C' ri pt ion:-i printed in hand-hill ,:, lhl'n t a pt11 ri ng and 
ca rry in~ into ,; la1·ery ,;ucl1 a;: were thu,; de,:nihecl. Th i:; 
arou:;ed the ;:yrnpath ic.-; a nd fired the hea rt ,; of' aholi­
t ioni,: t:> to more dcterrn inc:cl effor t,; to prntect the right · 
a nd li bertic,.; CJ f' t he colored peopi<·. 
~amue l \\' illi,;, of' Y or k, 1rn:-: :tl,:o one of' t he ncti l'(: 

nge11t;; aL t l1 aL place. 

!;,\:II GJ-: L \\' . .\JI FF I.I '.\' . 

, 'amuel \\T . .:i. tiflli o, son of .f onat ha n a nd . ' rn;n u 
l\{ifllin , of Colu mbia, Pa., was an aholi LionisL by birth 
and ecluca.Lion. Hi:; mother 's famil y never owned n 
slu.Ye, and h is g rnndfather, J·ohn l\ [ ifl li11, or P hilade l­
p h ia, was the fi r:>t to r e;;pond Lo the de~1ia11d of' t l ~ e 

Y early :\ l eeti ng tha t F riends should li ben~ Le Lhc1r 
s l:wc:;. H is n1other was the ,; i:;ter of tha t. e:n ly :tn(L 
earnest a bolit ionist; \Vi llian1 \ Vrigh L, of Uo lun1hi:1, an 
:went on Lhc 'Cndcrg rouml H.a il roacl frorn t he day:; of 
i~ earlic:t Lra.,·1.d . As fa r buc;l· i11 hi:> boyhood a:> he 

l 

r::-:1n:nc;nor::-:n n.uLno.\ n. 

<·nu rC'mcmlwr :-;:111111cl ":1:: :lt'l'll:-tomcd to :::ccing fui:r i­
t in•,: p:t:-:'l'd :dun.!.! hy difli..•r1.·11 t nwmlwr:- of liwir family. 
\\"l1<·n hl• :-:1w tht· t:tll f'll:.!itin• :-tridc :wr,1:-,: rhr yard in 
110111l'11',.; hahili11H'r11,: th:i; r t::tl'hl'd hut rn hi,: knee:; he 
wo11dl'n•d that :tll\' om· l'ould think him di:-~ui::ccl in 
:'Ut·h :'l10rt !!:ll'llll'lli.:'. Hut wh1.•n he ,::1w him ,:c:nt•d h.\· 
t he :-: idl' ni· hi ,; aunt 011 the' haek :'l':lt of a dl':trhorn . 
with all t he a ppear:111<·l' 111' a won1:111. it t'Xt'irctl 110 ::u:;­
pi1·io11 11r n •111a rk ot l1<•r 1h:111 that .. :\f r,:. \\' ri~.d1t w11:; too 
nn1c-l1 of' a l )11:1kt•r t11 111i11 d r idi1 w a lonL.~idc of' a 

~ ~ ~ . " 111 !.!"t' r. 

·(~1 :111 11 tl1t• r m·t·a:-: ion . when a ho\'. :1 fi1!! it in• was hid 
i11 :1 eu rn-fit•ld :111d f(>d d:11· :tfrl'1.' da ,· h~· a l'OU~i n who 
went nu t with hi:-: !!Ull. :111cl iii,: :rarm' l;:l!! iilbl with pro-
1·1:;1011 :-:. ' l'ht• :-p;1t wh1.•n· he 

0

l:1y i:; ,;,1w oet·upictl hy 
1-'upplct• ':; mat·hinc :-: lwp,: 011 F ourth :111d ::\l:1m1r :;t r1.l'I~ . 
Co lu1nh i:1. 

[ 11 t•:1 1·lr li fi.· :-;:tlllll(•f Cn!!:l!!l'd in ci1·il l' ll!!illL'Cri 11p-, 
whi ch r1.•11 ;1ired h i1 11 to he fr~11~ ho111c t h<• ~n·:1;t•r part of 
the li111c 1111 t il :dh•r hi:-: t':t thcr ':-; dL•:tlh whid1 o<·t·11 1Ted in 
l8-W. 

()11 Oil ' Of° hi ,; \' i:-: it:-: ho111c,_ ju,;t iicf(1n• hi:-: f:1 t lH' l' 0

::.' ln:;t 
illne,:,;, he fo und lli l' p:t rl nr oct·11pi0d hy t hi r tN•n fugi­
l i \'C.~!" . Tl H•y <·nr 11 pri:-:L•d t1rn fa111ili e . ..: of 111c11 . wo111e11 :111d 
t'l 1i ld n•n wlH1111 Ii i:-: e lder brot he r fou nd 11·:1 11 cleri 11g in the 
JH' ig· lihorh ood . T he window,: were c:lo,:1.•d to 1)1'e1·cut 

d i:;l'O\' ' '"' " :111d a lam p k ' J>t burni ng :di day. T hey 
were tl111,..: g u:n<lcd d ur ing t \ro clay,: a nd nig h t.:: of ,:;tol'lll,Y 

wcatl1c1· :11HL hig h w:1 ter in the Hu.::l)11eh:111nn whi c:h p re­
vented their cro:-::-: ing rho ri \'Cr. On the third n ight 
t hey were t rnn:-:forrcd to the ca re of R oben Loney who 
fo rried them 01·er to the Columbia shore. 

c 
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j\ woman with h ·r d:111glH(·r and gr:1nd:-:nll were ;:('Ill 

Llicrc one tinw f'ro111 York, and reu1ai11 c:rl n night aud :t 

day unlil 11wan,.: W<'l'l' fi>1111cl to li1nrnrd 1!11·111 to l 'l1il:1-
dciphia. T hi' (·lai111:111l 111' tl1i:-: f:t111il:· w:1:- . :1 wo111:.111 
frolll Balt i111orc· who \\:t:- d1(·n 1111 a \'i:-it to l'l11lalh·lph1:1 , 
ancl while thl'rc hoa:-t ed th:tl IH·r :-la\'C'" would llP\l' l' l'llll 
ll\\':LY fro111 ho1111'. _\ I thal :-:1111 • 11101lH'll l I hi:-: fa1 11 il :· ot' 
he r ·~ l:t\· c,.: wa,.: :-:a le i11 the ~lifilin~' ho11:-c•. 'l'IH·_'> wc·n· 
!:lC llL c1,·c·r to ( 'olu111hia , tl1 c·m·e li1rw:1rdl•tl i o J>hil:tdl'l ­
phia where 111e111lwr,; of' the Yigilnttc·t• Con1 111i ltc•c llH' I 

Lhem out:-ide thr C'il.'" 
1\ party of' fj,·e c·a111e one ,.:111n111cr night, who, i11 ~kad 

of' !-<lopping al >I iflli11 1
:'. wcul clirc<'I I:· to thl' bndgc'. 

l?CJ ur of thc•,.:e wc·rc ,.: (an'." un til th c•y :'hl111ld :trri n· :tL 
t he a~c of :l8 . T he ot he r wa,.: a ;; Ian' for li te. lk 
i;tood 'IJ:t<'k wh ile tlH· othN:' knocked :LL th<' tol l-.~at<•. 

Inirnedi:ttt'h· the k idnappc• r,; ru:-hed 011! :111d :-:l: ized Lite 

fou r, Intl tl.1c fif'th ttt:t ll j11111pt'd o\·c·r the parapet :til t! 

cli,.:appcared . T he· plac·c fron1 wltiC'h ltc' lc·:qlC'd wa.' thir ty 
foet lt i~.d1, hu t :t lot of' C'o:tl had hl'<' ll pi ll'd 11p tlH'l'<' 
to with.in l<> n lcel nf' th• lop, down whieh IH' rol l('d 1111-

inju re<l . 'J' lten <"l i111 h in~ up. at anolh<' r poin t. he n •:tdH•d 
the tow ing palh of' I he canal lir id;.!l', :111d on I h:1L 111ndc 
his way to Uolu111hi:1, whe re, ' tc- phcn S111 ith look charge 

of hin t. 
A : \a ye named P erry \Vi I k i n:ion, :t H:qi f isL prcn<' ltc1·, 

was broug ht hy :t f!Uide from York fq Samuel .:\ l iflli 11 's, 
•trri,·intr tlterc a nd :irnu !-' in~ t he fi1111i ly about 10 o'c·loC'k 
' ,., 
aL n iirht. T lt ey went down : lair,; and pi·r p:ncd a heel 
fo r hi'n1. Uc woul cl noL accept, a n .ytl 1 i 11,~ to cat. 1\ f lc t· 
r et ir ing a6ain Lh(;y lt ea rcl hi n'. p~ci n g- lhc fl '.'or as long- as 
they r emained awake. U c :;aid Ill the mor n mg he h ad not 

• • 
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"kpt au_r on :1Cl'!lllll£ of thinking of hi::: wifo and family, 
wlwn1 lw had ldi lwhind. J J,. had hct·n rite :::lnYc ot' 
\\' il ,.:on Compt on , of .\ um• _\runclel cou nt~'. )Id., and 
h:id been hired 011 l hy hi" n1:1:::tt•r for twcmy yc:1r::' on :1 

boat, whit·h ran lwt\H't'n hi:; 111:1,tl· r·,- \\h:1rf ancl Balti-
11111n>. 'I'ht' 111a,.:i c'r h:l\·ing l'l'l'l'nt ly diul. a nil the widow 
lh' ing- :tlrn11t lO l'l'llHl\'l' In B:1lt inwn•. :'hl' eom·ludccl :-ht' 
c·ould do witho11t P l•rry. and orden·d the mlmini,.:lr:t­
inr of' the (·,.:f ate to ::'l' ll h im. _\ frit•1HI of Pl' IT ,"'::'. who 
!tad a warm and pi11 u,.: l'l').!:tnl for him, lcarnin,!! of thi · 
ahoul :t week he l(1n• thl' ,.:a\c w:1:: to rake place. informed 
him of it. g :n·p him fin• d11 ll:H:-'. aud 11(1\· i,.:ed hint to 
l':'eapc. lie \rt•nt in1mt•di:1t cly w tlw ho:lt. f!llt on bc1arcl 
of' it fo r th l:i"t t i111<', :ind :1,.: :'non :1,.: hl' l:111dccl in Ualti­
ntorc :::ta rted 0 11 hi:: j ourney north, tr:n·e lling by night 
a nd hidin g in the wol)d::: hy d:t\'. 11n1il he rea c.:hcd York. . . . 
~:tlllllc' I :\fillli n µ-:tn' him in to the ca re of R obert L oney. 
Durin~ h i · 1· ·id t•ncc at the old home:: tcad from l 1,.;-W 

to l l'-W, ~Hlllll l' l i\fi fllin mt · :tdiYc in tll<' lalior of a;,::i,.:t­
ing t he libcrt_r-:'Cck ing bond man on hi:: wn_r ro freedom. 
l 11 18-!:3 he married El iza hcrh Jhow11 :\fartin d:nwht er ' ~ or \\r. A . ~ l arti n , nncl g r:1ncld:111d1ter of T l\\llll:tS Brown, 
of' Muney, P:1 ., a mc111 b<' r 1if' t he ~o('il't \· of Friend:i. 
l Ii:: wifo :'_Yn1p:1t hi zt'!l in hi,.: ,·iew:: :rnd :;:-:::i:: recl h int in 
hi::; cfl(1rt,.: fo r f he f'rccdo111 11f t he ::.:I:t ,·c::.:. ~he \\'11$ the 
molhcl' of eig ht chi lurcn, four ot' whom arc liYing. Rite 
diecl in Uol11 ml,i:t in ] l 5 ' . 

On lc:l\·i1w Yo rk coun L)' i:;:1111uel rc::.:umcd hi:i })r ofo·-. .., . ' 
,.: ion of ti \·il eng ineer, and wnti uccc::,.: ivcly empl oyecl 
in l\ f:t i11e, New York a nd P eun:'yl rnniu. Iu 18-l ' he 
located the l\fo11 11t a in Di,·i:;ion ~f the Pennsylrnn ia 
l b il rond from IIuutingclon to Galilziu. He retum ad 
to Columbia iu 1857. 
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Jt wa:" clurin/.! hi:: rc:- iclcnce in Y ork cou nty that he 
recci,·cd :t ,· i::it from ihc u11 fo r t11 natc Cha rle,.; T. T or n· ,· ·' ' 
011 h i=- way to Halti111ore to l"(':'l"ll C' fill· :t colo red 1111111 , hi :-: 
wifo, who wa,.; the11 lu·ld in ::la,·c r.'· ::11 111t•wht•re in >l a ry­
l:tnd. .\fte r ,.tay i11g wit h ~amuc•I a ll niµ- ht he ,:ta rted 
i11 the morni ng fu ll of" c11th11,:i:1:-111 a11d hope in the :-; 11 c­
c '"" of hi ,: ente r pri:'t', h11 t he 11en·r ret11rm·d. J le wa.-; 
apprchcncl c·d and i1 11 pri:'o11cd in l3alti111ore and died o f" 
co11:::u111pti o11 in pri:-011. 

fn JK(i l , i--:11111uel ,\fifllin marr ied I l a1111:1 h \\' rig ht, 
e lclc,:L daug hter of \\rilliam and J'he be \\· ie rn1:111 
\\rrig ht, of . \ d a ms (;Oll ll ty, rcm ini::C"eJH•e:; or who,.:e L"n­
cleq!rollnd Hail road work have already IH'cn g iven. ~he 
wa:; nn a lw li t ion i:: t from c·hildhoocl , t hrci11g h fami ly i11-
st ru <:t iun and inlH•rit ed prineiplc,.:. H er g rnndfi11her':; 
un cle n":; i~tccl in li1rmi11µ- the" P c11 11 :-:ylv:111i:1 ~oc:ieLy for 
Pron10ti11g the J\ l)(J lit ion of ~l :1n• r.'', a nd Proteet in g 
the H.if,!hl:; of' t lH• Free l'C'opl c of 'o lo r," of wh ielt l3en­
jan1i11 Frnnkli11 was J> rc·=- idenL I fC' r fa ther':-: two nnell•S 
set all the !' l:t\·es frcc wl111 ca me into their po,.::::e,.:,.: io11 by 
mn.rriage, alth<itt f! lt t IH•y were not F ri c• nd::. 

, 'amucl \\-_ ) J illli11 and hi:; wifo now rc•:::ide aL L o11 clla , 
D elaware coun ty, w lw l"C t l1 ey own a large fl ower a nd 
vegetable garde11 and hothou:scs. 

r I 

L .. 
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C'TT .\ PTER IIT. 
I > \ :<11 ·1 • .\:<O ll A:<:<.\11 C:111no:-~.~1 \l11: - (;inno~·<.-ln{"id!'nt~.-nnnicl 

C:ihhun-,. ~ l t: t hod ol Q11l••tioni11~ Fui.:-itin••.-Olhl'r Incident ~. 

ll.\ ~I E L (;J B 110~:-' . 

( Born 17;7>-l)i,•.t I. ·•l. ) 

T he fi r:: t ::tat ion ea::t of l'olumhia, :tnd the mo::t im­
porta 11t 011 ' in Lnnca:-:tN c·mrnty, w:1:-: tha t of' Dnnicl 
Gib bo11::. I fc wa,; i111ht1l'd from ehil<lh1H1cl with :1 r<.' puir­
nanc·P to l111n1:rn :-<l:ln'ry. and a ::::rn1p:11hy for thl' down­
t roddt•Jl or t ht• c·o l11rcd r:t ('('. 

1 [i:: father . . J:tllH'.' (; ihhnn:-< . wa,; :111 :1111i-::l:n·l'r~· :Hh·o­
«:lll', and trni k :1 cl l•ep intcn•:::t in CYcrythint! pcrtainin~ 
to hulll:111 frerd orn :111tl hulllan welfa re . 

. J.u11-:.· G 11rno~:-: w:\:-< horn in .. l'hcAcr Ctlllllt ~-. Pro­
,·in te of' Penn::yh·an ia,'· in l /:)-1.. . \ lrho11i.d1 a Friend. 
he wa,; :<1H·h :111 :1rdPnl :Hh·oc•atc of h111u:\n ri ~h1.: that 
he wa:-: ,. ry much in c- lined ro take pan in the [h•,·q­
l11tion:11·y w:1r. 1 fp wa:: ofii..· rcd t ht' po:: ition of' a c:nrnl ry 
nfli<"er, part'·'' 011 aet:o11 nt of' hi=- l:n ge ~t:1tur<' :lncl co rn­
n1ancli nµ; :tppc:1 n111('e; :111cl partly on :t('t1111n t of th 
grea t i11tcrc;-;t he took in Lhe welfa re of hi:< c:o11ntry. Tfo 
ck('l i11 r cl :t t<'l'fll inµ- the po:-:i t i11n, hc11rt• \·cr, in dcforc•nce to 
the carnc;-;t :-:o litit:1lion and prn~«·r,.; of' hi,; will'. who mis 
clen >t l'd ly aLt:t('hcd to l he " peace p ri ll l' i pie:-:, . of L• riends. 

He wa::: married at Go:-<hcn mecting-hou,.;c, Chc:-: ter 
<.:o unt.y, in 17:3G. There w:1 - a large gathe ring of Friend~ 

there, who came to b id farewell to the bride :rncl groom, 
as they were rroi no- immed iate!)' after their ma rrinJ?e • 0 0 ~ 

into the "for wild:;" to settle. orne of the you ng 
women rema rked that " not for the be t man in the 
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PrO\·incr Wllllltl they t ro into the wilclcrnc:-" to live." 
Th:tl · wil1kl'lll'"-' ., ~r:~ where the ,·illnge of l3ird-in­
I l:i nd i,: nnw ,:i111a1 C'1l. in La11t'11:-t<'r county . :39 miles 
\\ v,:t of' ( ;o,:hen llll'l'lin~-ho 11,:e , arnl ;:c,·r n miles en t of 
L :1 nc:1:-<t c1· ci I:· . 

• \hnut th C' :·t•:tr 17, n, when :l ,:i t tin:r mngistrnte in 
\\"il111in!-!lo 11 . D t•l:1w11rc. :t eolor(•tl 111:111 w:1s brough t 
\,L'fi ire hilll hy :1 pany of kidn:tpper,: . They :utcmptcd 
:1:-< 11 ,:11:d, 1 n (':t rry t hci r c·a,:c I h rn11;d1 b~- bluster. But 
hr told t lwm per t>111plnrily that ·· if they did not bch:wc 
tht•111,:ph ·t•,: lte wouhl (•ommit them." H e thr n set tho 
m:111 at li lw rl ,.. I I(• clit•d in 1810. 

D :rnit• I U ilihon,: wa,; a man of' l:1r~r firmneN', incle­
J>l'IH lvncc of' mind . tl t•nrn <';:,; of pC' rccption , di;;crcct 
pliil:111throph:·, eon,:1 ·i cn t io11,.:. :ttlt•t·iionntc in hi,: family, 
:ind :t 11t•,·011l m mher 111' the ~ot i cty of F riend,., in 
whi t·h he wa:-: :1n t•lcler fo r I wcnty-fiYc :·ea r;: p rior to h i" 
d1•:1th . I I i:-: wil", H:rnnah, w:1,; Pmi nt'n tly C'ndowcd wilh 
fi nc' in ll'l le('l u:tl c:1p:1bil it it•:-:, qu it'k pe n •t• ption . excellent. 
j 11 d)2° lllClll, am•ct io11a tc :1 11d :tllli:1hie i11 cli,:pnsition. fond 
of' lt1>111e Hllll its e1Hlc:t rn1e11 t ,: :ttlll hcnL'<' nn enrucst. 
!-')" lll pnt hizcr wi lh th e (Hior sl:wr,;. who,.:c hom es and 
IH1111c- lnYL'" \\"L'rc ,;o often !-'C\·ercd hy their being sold ns • 
('atlk in t ltc lll:trl. :--:h<' w:1i' nli'o n . iucere Chri;:tian nud 
11 ('() ll,:i:-<h:' ll t lllL' lllhC' r or the . 'ncicly of Fricn1ls, iu which 
~he, like her hui'hancl , wa8 an cl<ler during the 1:1 ' t 

l wc 11 ty-fh ' year:-: l)f her lifo. T hus were t hey adapt ed 
hy natu re In fu lfill the lifo-rnis,: iou in which J>roYidence 
ha<l called them to Jnbor coujoiu tly. 

" Oh hnppy t h C'y ! tho hnppicst o f t h ei r kind 
' \"h on1 g-cnlle s t!1 rs u nite, nnd in one futo 
Thei r hcn rt~. t h ei r fortunes n n d t h ei r bcinss blon d . " 

H er gooducss of hear t noel sclf-sacrifiei11g spfrit were 
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pn·-M11i11<·11t l.'· 111:111ifi· ... 11•d 1111 1111<' Cl<'(':t'i1111 wlH·ll a f'u: .. d­
ti n" \\t ·:u·~- . ... ic·k :111d din .'· 1·:dl1·cl at tlH·ir h1111 ... <' .. :-:lw 
:Lcl1t1i11i,..u·n·cl 111 hi,.. w:111t:'. :rncl i11 a fi·w day ... tht•rt• dc­
,-,.\111)1'cl 11p1111 tlw ,..11r1:11·1 · 111' hi:- IHuly tilt' 1111111i:-tak:tl1I<' 
:q11a·ar:111C·1· of th:tt l11:t1h ... 1111H· di 't'a ... 1· :-111:dl-pox . For 
::-ix w<·<·k .... 1111til Ill' wa:- n ·:-ton·cl. :-II<' att1·111l1·cl to him 
faithf'ully li1•r ... 1· lf'. d1 ·1·111i11!.!" it 1·xpl'di1·11t that ll1Jlll' otht•r 
!-<l11111ld han· :11·1·1 ... ,.. to lii111. fl <' r v111 :1i111·d with tht•111 

aft1·r\\":1rd=-- «iµlit1•v11 1111111tli:-: .. 
J ):u1ic ·I C; ihl>nll"' \\"a ... 1·11:..:::1µc•cl i11 :1:-::-: i,;t i11g- f'ug it i\'C!'; 

frn111 tlw ti111<· l1<· arri\'l ·d at 111a11hnod',. t·:-t :1t1• 11111i l hi:-: 
(l<-:11 Ii i11 I x:;:~-:t p c· rincl of f~/1y-.~i.r yc1tr.~. I f1• d id nol 
k <•(·p a n·1·1ml of tlH· 11111nli1·r lie p:1:-::-t·cl 1111t il l~~-L But 
p r ior l •> that ti1111· it \\a:- :-ll(>JH>,..<·d to li:1n• lit·t• 11 O\'t•r :200, 

a11d up to tl1<· ti111c• of hi:-: cl«ath li e had :1idl'd :d1011t 
I OIHI. . ·,, wi,..1• :111d 1·a11t i1111:- wa,.: lw in Iii:-: ma11:1g1 •11H·111 
t hat out of l Ii <· wholt· 1111111l1l'I' tl1al 111' Ht1·c·on•d, hut Oil(' 

or I \\'II \\'1•1·1· t:1k1·11 f'ro111 Ii i::- lt1111,.<'. 
111 1111• , .. , .... , .. 1·arl.'· da.'·"· ah•H lt ISi.'\ or l ."i'.211. :t 1·111-

on·d 111a11 11:11111·cl .. \ l1r:d1:1111 B11:-!011 1·:11111· tn Iii:-: p l:11·p 
:tncl n ·111:1i1 1<•d. [fl' \\':I:' :t n·ry ('X( '(• Jl 1· 11 l lll :t ll , :tlld 
J>:111i<•I :.!l'I·\\' to lo\'(• !ti 111 a :-: Ii <• woul d :1 h rnth1•1'. 'l'hl' 
k icl 11:1 pp1• r,.: (':t il l(' OJH' cl a.\· a nd 1·ar ri Pd hi 111 oft: Da11ic•I. 
:ti ur<':lt ri ,;k, \\'1•11t in :-'(':t l'l · h n f' hi111 lo B:dt i11111n' i\ ld 

• ' ' J 

hu t for :-:0 111(· n •:1:-:1 1n <·01il tl llC\'C r i.;et hi11 1 h:11·k. T h is 
w:1 ,.: t Ii i• 0111 .'· p<· r.~ 1111 fi ir \\'hom he C\'l' I' \\'(' Il l to :\fary­
land. 11 c· liad :1 rlc·:'l·:1:'<' in Ii i:-: feet anti lt',!J;", :111d l'o11 ld 
11 11t 1 li c• rdi1rc· ( 'II <':\<'(' jll'l':'On:d h · i 11 (!'O ill (!' wit l1 , 01' Hrt\'I' , ' .- ,.... • ' ,., l 

c:11 lorl'd p<·11pl e. Hut Iii,.: \\' i:'d 11111 and :-: hrc•\rdnc•,.: ,.: \\'l'l'C 
C\'C' I' c·1>111pclc•11 ( to d C'\' i:'t' plan ,; whiC'h uthl•r:-: wit h h cttC' r 

jJ•J\\'(' I" of' l1)('IJllH•Li o n ('OU Id CXC'C ll lC. 

\\' he n a tap wn" hc:i rd 011 th e wind ow a (, nig h t, :di 

HA~~Art W .. (H BBO::-.':-s. 

' ' 
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the fomih· knew whnt it me:rnt. The fugiti\·e;: were 
taken to the harn; and in l11c morning were brought to 
thC' hou;:(' >:t' parnlel:r, anti eaeh nnC' wa:: a::kcd hi, u:-ime, 
ag •. the name of hi ;: ma;:1 cr. what nn111c he proposed to 
takr, a;: Daniel ~11n• th 111 :111 m' w nnme::. and from whnr 
part of" the country hC' e11 me. 'l'h<.'i'l' que::tiOn$ with the 
an::w •r:: lo l':t l"h wen• recorded in :1 honk which g rndu­
al ly ;.;wt' lkd to qui te a larw• ,-olumc. .\ ftl•t\ thc pa§ af,!C 
111" t IH' F ug-it in• ~l:i\"e Law he h11rne<l it. 

\\' lwn a c·n11q1:111y of' rn lurcd pc1>ple eamc lt1 hi:: lwu;::c 
he a:-:kt•d wha t their :-:i111ation w:1:-: and wlwther th C'_,. ex­
P<'c ·t ed their ma:-: tt•r:=: :-:non. lf" not. t hC>y would get work 
i11 I hl' 1wig:hhn rhnod fi1r awhik. If the n1a:oter~ were 
l'XjH'l°l l'd in :1 \ "l' I"\" :-horl tinll' . 111:1kint!" it th.'tC'~a rr for 
tlH·111 to ha:-:t cn on: thl'Y were 111:1dt• :-:nr". in the fiel<l>: or 
I ht' liarn, or, i l" it, wa . ." :u1t1111111 , in the <·orn-::hoc:ks fo r n 
Ii.•,,· hour;.;, and then tak l'll to the turnpi ke road thut 
le-ad:-: lo Headinl!, and hurriccl on lo the nexl ;::fntion 
whieh w:1 ;-; t It h 1~ 11 :-:e of" :1 Vricnd n:1mcc1 Jackson who 
li n •d 011 the c·nnfine.· of" wha t w:1:-: then k nowJJ ns " The 
F'orc:-:t ," in Hubi n ·on tow11$h ip, Dc1·ks coun ty. Thi ~ wns 
prior Io 1, ' :27. Aft r th:i t, he :-:en t 111:111 r to Thomn:: 
H1lll:-::t ll , I 1i11tllcr Coale · and othe r~. . 

He \\":t;; \"Cry s
0

lj lfu I i 11 clctcct i 11g t he n r t i fices of decoys 
or pretended r1111:1w:1\":; whom t he kidnappers at t imes 
;;cut Lu hi: hon:c, :tl t h~>ul!h he w:t · occa:-ionnl ly p11z1:led 
i (" they cn111 c, 01· prete 11~1cd Lo come, from pnr!s in t he 
• 'outh un k 11 om1 to hi111. Yet C \"CI")' device of their· to 
gain inforn1nlion rcb t.i\·c to the . mnn:1gcmc11 t of the 
" roarl," or to irnpo:c upon hilll, was :is readi ly foiled by 
li is euu11i11g m; t he stl'oke of the uovice is p:tniccl by 
Lhc cxpcricncccl .,,·onl :::mnn. 

c* 
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.\ lll:\11 (':Lilli' to hi,.. pl:11·c· :ll fill(' I il lll' fi1r thl· 0:-IC'll"I· 
hl l· purpo:-1· of' h11yi11!! a hor:-<" Da11it•l 11l1:-vrn·d 1"lo:<1•ly 
('\'C•ry look, 111ntio11, :111d th1 • i11tu11:1ti1111111' hi:- \'o ic·1-. and 
:-11:<p<•<·t1·d that hi,.. d1·:- i!.!11 \\:1:: 111 l1111k :1f'lvr :-Ian::-. I k 
had 011<· 111' tl11·111 \\11rki11;.! fi1r hi111 ,,h11111 1h1· :-tr:lll!!l'I' 
h:tp)l•'ll1·d to :-1'1'. \\' ln·11 lu· l1·h. I b 11 i1 ·l had ilu· :-la \'I' 
rc•1H11\'l·d to a pla1·<' of' :-afi·ty. :\<·xi day. a 1·11n:-1:dil<· 
1·:11111· fr11111 L:ull':l,.ll'I' to arn·,..l hi111; 11111 , lik l' l':1dd."°:­

fl< •a, "ii<' w:1::11 't t lwn .. " 
11 wa" h i,- prime· 11l1jl'1·t to c·arr~· 011 <'\'l• 1·y thi11.!! q11ic·tly, 

lho11J.!h 1·xp1•dit i1111:-ly; :ind \·cry ft•\\ 11:1rrow t·:<1 ·:1jll'" :II'<' 
10 IH' rcl·11rdc·11. . 'l:1\·1·-ln111 t<·r:: c·:1111C· oil<' day a f't1•r a 
:--l:i\·1· wl10 h:qipc·11ed :1l thc• tinH' lo lw i11 thl' hn11H'. 
\\-hill' he d<·t:1i11c·d t ill'lll h~· t:1lki 11 J.! :ind a::ki11g q11c•::-
1.,i011::, hi :-: \\·ift· ha,..til_\' :-:J ipp<•d t]H' f'llJ.!ili\'l' 11111 th1• h:H·k 
door a 11d 11 11dc·r :111 i11\·cru·d rai n l1 0.!...r,.:IH·:1d . I k 1 ll\' 11 
poli 1<· I ~· a<·1·0111p:111i c•d th c• 111 t h rnug-h till' hou,.:l', :111d ~:l\' l' 

th l'lll frc•c• ac·c·<•:-:' to c•\'<' I'.\' ap:1rt111<·11 l. T lt c·y lt-t'l :<ati :<fil'd 
that D:llli l'l \\' :l,.. not l1arliori11.!! th<• ir :-l:t\'('. 

Dr . . Jo:<cph <:ih h111t" :i""i:'ll'd hi:< t:1tl H· r. d11ing 11111:<t 111' 
Lhc a<:li \·c work hi111:<l' lf', 111\·ing- 10 Iii :< fat l11•r ':< ph,,·::i .. :il 
in firlllity, a nd lhc11 ;.;111·c·cL•dccl hi111- 111aki11g- I hn•e g<•11 <· r­
:tLio11,.; of c•arm•:' I, zc·:tlou:: and :-:11cc·P:<:'f'11 l l ' 11 cl l' r" r11 11 11d ,.., 
l{.ai I roac1 111:u1:1ger,; i 11 one f':t 111 i I y. · 

A f'ric11cl , clc-..:cr i lii 1 1~ l he f'1 111N:tl of Dan ie l Gihh1111:-:, 
wrote a:' fo li o\\':' : " \Ve lur11C•d a11d 111i11gled 011r 
\'IJ ic·c•;; wi th the \'O il'C'=' 1Jf' I hC' cart h and air, :111d li:uk 
1tin1 ' I fail~ ' a nd ' F :11·e \\'C• ll !' F:t rt'\\'l' ll, ki nd and lir:l\'C 
olcl 111:111; the \·oi <·t·:< of' th•J,:e wli o111 th11 11 h :ti-i l n•dcc~ 111cd 

\\'l'kome tltt·c Lo llit· l ·~lcrn al ( ' it ,._" 
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.J w·l' f>h c;ili li11 11 ,. , :-1 111 111' l >:111il ·I :111cl l l :11111:tl1 \\" i,•r-
111:111 ( ; jfifin 11 ,.:, \\':I:' l111rn :11 I 111· fa111il.'· lt111!1('.•l\ ':ld . IH':ll' 
th t• ,· ill:1g1• 11 1' Bircl-i11 - l l :111d. l .:111t ·:1:- t1·r t•1111111y. l \·1111-
~yh·: 111 i :1 . I-: i: .. d 1tlt 111.0 11 1lt I-Ith. l ;·q."· I I v i- tl11 • nnh· till(' 

o f' ll1n 'l1 l'h ildn·n. :d i :-111 1.-. tlt:11 :-11 n ·i ,·t'l l i11 t:11 11 ·,·. T lil· 
pla1'l' wl11•n · lt v \1':1:- fi , 1r11 i:- p:i rt 111' :1 t r:11 ·t 111' 11lll' 1 lto11,.:­

:1 11ol :tt·r1•:- 111' l:111cl .. au d :1llnw:1ut ·1·- ·· l':trt 1.'· :tl'l(llin·d hy 
pn rt' lta,.:t• an d pan ly dl•vdl·d 111 h i,.: ,!!l'l':1t-gr:111dt:1tl1l·r. fi1r 
wl11Jlll IH' \\':t :' 11:1111l'd . II\· .Jol111 :111d Hi!·h:trd l \ •11 11. in 
I IH· ,rt•:11· 17 1 :;. 

111 Iii.-; y o11 tl1 he ""'"' :'<'Ill to ho:1rdi11g :-dwol li1 r a 
1i11 t(", lo .J o . ..: ltu: t I l oopl':', in \\·t·."r C lt t•-"l t' l'. :i nd : d:'rl in 
1 ltc l:1t e .J t1 11:1th:111 (::1 t1 :'C'. in \\rl':'l Hr: td fonl. ( 'li l'-" il' I' 
t•ou11t y . A t t Iii,.: t illl l' . too, nd L' rgro11 11< I li:1iln1:1d wo r k 
wa.· t:t rri C'd 011 wit It gT<':t t a l'! i,· it y in L11ne:1,.:t e r :rm! 
C lt C':-; lc r cou11 t i1•,- , :1 11d ,fo,-1•ph ( ; jhh11 11:-: wa,.: Iii,.: fa t he r ',.: 
foitlil'irl :t:':" i,.:ta n t , t:1ki 11 g- the :td in .' p:1rl tlt:t t Dnr ii<•I 
Ui bbc111,.:' ill Irc:tl 1l1 pn•,.t:n tcd Ii i" la king . To :tn ex c i1 ing 
ntidni •-lt L " r1111 " ll' i tlt :t pa rty of flr ,!Yil i \·(',-, 111ad c ll' h<'n 
h e wa7 about ,.: ixtct•n }'C:tr." old . clw ,.; 11hjeC'I o t' 1 lt i"' "k t•rc:h 
a LL1·ihu fc,.: it tcndcrn c,.:·,. i11 the lcec :rncl diHicril ty in w:d k­
i11g Llt :i t ha,·c I rou blcd 11i111 C \"C I' :' in c:c. 

At t ltc age of 1,1·c11 t_r-on c J o:-:cph (; iblJt 111 :-' joined :1 
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tC'111p<' ralH'l' ,: 1wi1 ·t~', 1111d f'rom that t im(' down to the 
p rc,,.,c• 111 It!• ha,.: lwt·11 :1n t·arnl>.'t and :t<·L in· wo rkc· r in 1 hl' 
tl'1npl' r:111e·c· <':tll:-<· i11 hi,: 11:tLin• 1·011111y :1 11d ~lat e. 11 1• 
w:t-< al,:11 01w of th1· 111•1:- t :-ll':11lf:1,,.,1 :11h·o1·:111 .. .: 111' cltt• 1·11111-
111011 ,:1·!111111 :-_\':-fl•flt i11 l'1·1111 .... yh·:u1i:1. T iu· ,,,·,.:11•111 of' 
l1a\'il1,!.! 1·111111 ty :-111 H·r in ll· 111 l\·111 ,.: ,,·:1 . .: :11 fir,:t \'l' I'_\' 1111-
P"f>1ilar in l ,:1111·a,,.,11· r 1·11111lt~'. .J n:-l'jlh ( ;ihl11111:- \\'l'lll 
arn1111d in hi,.: 1·arriagt· ' ' itl1 LIH' fir:-L 1·"1111ty :-11pvri11 11• 11-
d <• 11 f , gi,· i11 ,!! h i111 hi,.: 1·1111 1111·11:1111·1' and :-: 11 pp11rt. Oil<' nf' 
t li t• fir . ..;t tl':u·lll' r,:' i11,.:1 it <1t1•,.: i11 t lt1· 1·111 111ty wa." ht· Id nt 
Jtj ,: li 1111:-('. 

.f11:-'1·plt ( : ilih1111:- 1•arly hP1·:1 111l' a 11 H· 111 lwr of' ti ll' F rPc 
~11il or J .ihl'l't_\' !'arty , \'11t i11 .~ fi1r it,: pn•:- ide111i:il C":t 11d i­
da tc•,.: from I ·' I-I d11\\'ll 111 tlu· till ll' wl1t•fl it \\·a,.: llH·r,!.!l'd 
into t lt c· P 1·p11 hli1·:111 l'ar ty . 111' :tL!l'ndl'd tl1c c·11 11 \·1· 11-
fi 11 11 lwld i11 l 'i tt ,.: h11 1',!! in 1,· -1- -1- 1'1:1t 1111111i11 at <'d Dr. P .. J. 
);t•1Jl fl_\'11 C, :t:-' j ,jl H· r ty l 'a r t_r C":111cl idal<• fii r (; n \'(' r llOI' of' 
J 'c·11 11..:y h ·a11i :1. 111• w:1 ,.: 11 11 p of' t ill' fi11111d 1•r,: of' t he f{l' jlllh­
lic·:111 1»arty i11 l'<· 1111:-y lrn11i:1. 111 1Kifi, wl11·11 .fof111 ( '. 
f.'n•111011 t a nd \\' illi:u11 L. Jb yt11 11 \\·1· r1• 11111ni11af1•d :1 1 l ' hi l­
adcl pl1i a by tha t l'arty :1~ it,; c·: 11 1did at e . .: fi 1r P n •,: id c• 11t 
:rnd \ ' i<'C Prc;; idc11 f o f' t lte l ' 11i tcd ~t at e=-, .Jo:.:l'plt (;ih­
lions wa;: not ycL f 11 i r ty-c ig lt L year;; of' age. I 11 t lw 
p r i111 c• of a e..- i~o rnu,; n1:111ltood , he ~ltrcw l1i111 :-:clf in to 
that "('a111 paig11 ,'' with all th e ardor of' a te111pc: r:1111en t 
na i,u r:tlly ,:a 11~ui11e :111cl c: 11 t hu :.: ia,;t i<· and :t :-:0 11 1 i11 ,:pirl•d 
li r fo,·c of frccdolll :incl " lteart-hat rt'd " o f' e ,·r1'.\' fo r111 

0 i· opprc: . .:,: io11 . H e d ist ri bu tcd t housa 11d:-: of p:11 11 pld c: t,: 
and doc;111 n~ 11 f..:, :111d rode ni.trhL :111d da y :1 ttc:11cli11g 

fl l(•<: ti 11 g,.: . 

A lt hotwh ,·i<.:ton• d id not crown f he::;c effor li;, they ,., . 
were of the g rea te:;f he11 clit. i11 nr11 11 ~ i11g the peo ple to re-
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,,.,i:: t 1hL' <'nt·rn:whnll'nf . .- of tlw ::lin·e pilW<'r and prcpnring 
t h1• way li1r tltl' 1 ri11111ph 1l11n ( '1lllll' four ~·cm-:-; Inter. 

( ;oinJ.! h:tt·k :t li•w H:lr:: it i:: to lw 111HL' d thnt J n~C'ph 

( ; ihhon,,.,. :1fr1•1· ,:111d,,:i11,!.! hi ,: profi..,..:i1111 in the ollkc nf 
t '1 1• d i,.:t i n!,!11 i,,.,l11•d pit y,.:i l· ia 11. Dr. Fr:uwi, ~. Burrow<'::. of' 
L11111·:1,,.,tL'I'. took a Inn!! <'IHll':-l' lll .J,•lll•r,,.,011 :'ift'tlic:tl t'ol­
h\!.!l'. P hilnddphi:t. :1°11<1 ~r:11l11:111•d 1hl'l'l' in 18.t.=;. £11 
t IH• :1ut 1111111 of' I·" f.) h1• marril•d l'h1•ht'. ddt•,.:( d nufrhl er 
111' T ho111:1,.: :111d ;\ 1111·,· l·:arft.. of' P hihdl'lphi11. Tlw11111:: 
l·::1rlt• w:1,.: a di,:t in1!u.i,.:ht•d :1111 i-,.:la,·t•ry lawyer. t":t lldidnH' 
li1 r ,· i1·1·-pr<',.:idt•111 011 1 ltc Lilwrty 1':1n.' · t iL· k1•1 with 
.J :t ll ll'"' ( ; , BinH·y. in 1.·-1-0. or tlH· li\·c· ehildrl'll of' 
.) o,:<•p lt :t 11d I ' ltt• lw E. ( ; i hho11,.:. liiu r !-111'\'i \'C'. 

111 1.1..\ / 0, :111 :1rti1·lc In- P la•lw E . ( ; ihho11,:. c111itlcd 
.. P(•11 11,:y h·:111i:1 D11klt .' : :1pp1•an•d in tlw .. _\ tl:1n1i(· 
~ fo11 t hh· . " f1 wa,.: fo llowed ll\· 01 hl'r :1r1 i<·lc•s th:u up­
p •:ired 

0

i11 " I f:trpl·r·,.: ~ l omh ty"' :ind other fll' r iod ie1'.I,.:, 
11 11d \\' rt' orut ltcrcd h\' their :1 uthor into :1 n1lumc : l fr w 
,·ear:; l ater~ u11d •r t It ~ t itle of' " P c: 1111,.:yh·:111i11 D utc·h :incl 
C)t lr cr E :,:,.::1 r::." A ,·i,:it to En ropC', 111 11de i11 ti t ' ,:111111111' 1' 

:ind au t11111;1 o f' I ' 78 , rc:'ult cd i11 t he eo111r iln1t i11g of' a 

11 111 11hcr o f' :1rti c.: lc:-; to the 111:1g:1 zi11(',.:. 'l'he,,:e :111d orhl'1-s 
we re C"o ll 'c·ted, ,:0011 :d'tenr:ird, in to :1 ,·,>lt1111e under the 
f if le of' " Frc11d1 :111cl H0lg i:1n:-:." Hot h thc:"C works 
wl' rt' p11 hli:'hcd hy J. B. Li ppi11rott & Co., of P lt il:1del-

phi:1. . . . . 
Dr. ,Jo:'e ph G ihlio11:-: p racticed h1:' prnfc;:.::'IOll for ahouf 

(h·c re:tr=' a ft er hi~ 111nrria~c. ·For fo ur year~ . from the 
Ei !.!'.l;th 1110111 h of l ~G l to about. th ' e fo,:c~ of H~ti-i, ~1c 
w:;:.: 11 11 oflieer in the 'ustom [fou:-: t' in Ph il:1delpl11 :1 . 
f<'o r :;ouie )'C'!lr:< prior to 1 78 hi :.: nttc11tio11 lta~l b.cen cl i-. 
1~ectccl to the lack of n li tcrn t.ure in the • ocicty of 
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F'ric·nd,; t hnt \\1111ld ma k(• i1 .: pri111· ip l1•, :i nd 11·:.:1imt11iil':' 
fam ilia r to 1111· yo1111t! Ji_,. pn·.-1·111 in,!! llH·lll in :111 in ll' l'l '., l­
i11~ f',,n u and c·1 11 11 li i111·d \\ ith ,·:d11:tl1l1• rl'adi11~ 11 f' a "l' ll­

c·ral <·h:1ra1·1<·r. 11 1· f(·lt that 1h i,. l:ll'k ,, r :-11 i1 :1 lil v 1iti·r-
a tul'C ·. l'.'"'IH'< 'i:tll \' of' a IH' ri11d inl k 1' 111 I ,, .. 1 1 1· I • • • • ,. fl II ' II I H' 

l':u1:-:1•:- of' tlH· dc·c· li 111· 111' i11 11·r l':.:t :'1·1•11 in t Ill' :-:1wi1'1 ,. :ind 
it :.: failul'C · 111 i11c·n·a:-1· i11 1111 111IH·r:'. '1'111·:-i· r(' ll ('i ·ii11.11,, n ·­

:-1il tvd i11 th e• c-.,t:d1li :-: h11H ·11 1. t':trl .' · i11 I .'\( :;, 11 (' 'J'lw 
J fJ ll l'lttd. a wv1·k I y pa pc· r dl•\'oll-d 10 t lt1· i 11 f(•n .,, t,: of' !Iii• 
~flc i c ty of' F ri1·11d:.: a nd 10 t h1• <·u lt i\·:11 ion o l' Ji ii·i·an· 
ta:'\1'. a nd tlH· di:-:'<·111 i11:1tio11 of' ~l'J H· r:tl i11 fi1r 111at ion of' ·a 
u:-:1·1'11 I c·harn c·tp1· :1111011 !.! it:-: 1111·11ilH"r" 1 t · t . . . "" 111 111 () 
" l·' r i1·11 d:-:, ~l i 11 rl th e: J,iorh t ".:hnw.: 1l1 L· l1'l11•1"1I · · · ' . . . . ,.... . . . . :-: p1 I'll Ill 

wl11 t"h 1t ~ ,; 1·d 1u·d. ( '0 11,. ide ri 11J.! t hat it j,. :111 incli ,· idu a l 
e1111c·1•n1 111 whic-11 .Jo:-:<' ph ( ; iliho11:-: :i nd hi.- 1;1111 ih· h:t \ '\• 

labo r ·d with n·r.\' li t t ll' a.-:-:i:- t:11H·c f'n 1111 0111.:idi· ,.:;, 11 n ·c·:-: 
iL ha:.: <·11 jon·d a c·1J11 :- idl· ralik .:uc·c·p-.: ·1111 1 )1-1 · 11 1' · · ' · · • • "" : 'Cl ll :-('I 

11 1u<·h in t<·rc·:.:t i11 tl H· ~ol' icty of' F ri1·11 d:-: . I 11 t IH· i·d it in or 

of' 'l'~w .Jour11fl l IH· ha:.: hec·11 a:.::.: i.-t vd 1,,,. Ii i:-: d a u g-lii v i ·~~ 
c,,.; p~·e 1:dl .'· t he• t• ldl'."'t , \rlt o . .:c• f rai11i11g· a nd t'X f>l' ri eJ1c·i• 
wl11l e co1111cdcd wil11 da ily JH·w:-: p:ipt· r:-: li:t\' \' fif f Pd lt c•i· 
for thi,; wo rk. 

Two or three 1 mit " i11 the d1·1rnt·l l' r ol' J • I ( " I • • O" l' f' I tl 1-

l~Oll :-: _ma?' lie " '' '.rLl1 y of' 111 cnt i11 11 i11 tl1i:; 1·01111 ce t ion. The 
lir:-;1, 18 111 8 co11:;1r; lc11 t <::t rr ri1w 011 L of' 111' · '" Ll'I \· I .· · . ,...., "~ · ll l lH'l-

plc . .:. E'.lu t a l ·d hy hi :-: pa ren t,; i11 a 11 in lt·n:-:1.! oj1po:-:it j 1111 
to .A111c r1C·a 11 ~ l:i,·e ry, lie al \\' :ty,; :uh·ocal cd it ,: 1•x t in c·tion 
by po li t i('a l adio11 , to " ·l1i t: '1 n1:111y of Iii:-: fri end,: w<• n • 
oppo~ecl. H e did 11 11t, i11cl t•cd , ca:-:t hi:; fi 1A p n·:-: idcnt l:il 
,·ote 1'.1 1 ' ..j.() l_i ir the (':J ndidatc;-; of' tl1e Liht• r ly ] ':irt v, 
t hen lrr;;t ~tr)m111a ted , liet:au ,;c lie \\';t:; 1101, i·oil\·in t'cd ~> f' 

t he ex ped 1e11 cy of formin g a third po li Li t:al [llt t'l \' bu t· . ' ' 
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rn t ltl' .''L':ll' 1,' .t..J.. h i:; d oubts h:\\' in rr hN'n removed, he 
'"' ,·1111•d fo r BinH'." :ind :'il o l'l'i~ . To h i:: fa ithful nd herencc 

to tlH' L ilwrty :11111 F n •t• :-:nil p:trt ie" i" due tht• foct thm 
In• 111•\'l' r \'nt t•d fi1r a :'llt't'l\ .:fu I p rc:.:i1lt•111 ial r aotlidnte 
u 111 ii I h l• l' h·c·t i11 11 of .\hrnh:1111 Lillt·ol n. 

Il l' lta,.; :11:.:0 n •111:1i11 t•d t·nn:.:i::-t t'llt in hi:' oppo~ition lo 
i11ll·11 qH• r:t 1H·t'. 11pp11,:i 1i1111 w wh id1 lw lc:1 n11.~d ns soon as 

IH• \\'a,; :tlill' 111 lt•:t l'll 1111\·t hi n~ from hl':t rin!! the :'uhjecl 
di:-1·11 ,.,:t•d h~· hi,; pnn•111 ~ nt h.olllt'. I Lt• h:1; p11rlit·ip11tcd 

i11 111:1 11 .'· d t•h:1ll':' 011 thi,: ,;uhjl'l'I . hu t ha,; :tl wny,: ft•lt t h:tt 
it would lw unwi,:t• 111 :t lll' lllJ>I thl' fo u111li 11)! of 11 ,:pp:1-
r:t t1• !l' 111 pL' l':ttH'l' po litil':d p:1r1y. the pnlit it'H l nrµ1111 iz11 · 
ti n11 that :-:11 ,;t:1i11:-: tht• ri !..d1t,.; o f' hi:-: e11l11rl'd ll•llow-l'it izc11,: 
lit· i11 .~. in hi:-: npi11io11 . \\.'11 r thy o f' hi:.: n1tc :111d continued 
('O il Ii< lt• ll t'l'. 

I t may i11 tc rc:.:t :.:11111t• to lt•:t rn that . h rouµ ht up hy 
p:t rt•n! ,; wlw \\' N l' hot h •Ide r,,.; i11 t hl' :-:ocit'ty of F rit•nd,:, 
:1 11d wit h warn1 ,;m·i :d foci i n~~ :111tl no ti ll)!l' 111' :tfl'l'I it·i:'lll . 
ht• h :t:-; 11 ' \'Cr dru uk :t ~1:1 :-:." ol' :1nlt•11 t :-:piri t". llC\'l' I' u::r1l 
to h:1 et·o iu :1 11y fo rm , 11C\'Cr hecu wit lii n 1 h • w:tll,; of a 
thc:1 t rc (' \'Cl! when :1 Jlled ical :-:t ude nt :tnd in fou r \'C:1r:-: 
o f' pu bl ic o flfrc i11 Phi ladelphia ) . 11 C\' l' I' p l:t)·ed 11 ~:111 1 c 
of ca rd ,: and 11e \'c r rc:1cl :t no ,·c l. 

l) lL .I. K. E~ll L E;\!.\ :\ . 

(!lo r n ;\fn n ·h :!ti . I I(), ) 

Dr .. J. K. E :-:hlL' nt:1t1 , :1 wa rlll :-:.\'l11p:1tlt izc1· \\' it h the 
11 eµ:ro in liond:t.!!C, :ind :1 wi llinµ: :1,:..:i:-:t11 11 L t11 t ho:::e who 
'~·ere csea piug, li Yed a nd p r:1c li:::ecl hi :.: prolc:-:.-<ion 11c'.1r 
~I ra:-:h1tr!!, L a n t·a.,tc r coun t\'. T-I i:; 11dcrg ro1111 d R11 d­
ro:tcl wo~·k hc•rirn in ] 8 -1-0 . · .H e wa:; p lt,,·:.:: icinn in the 
famil y of' Tho~i:t :-: \\' hit,:on , wh o:.::c labor,; in tha t line of 
t.r:l\·el began a bou t t he s :1111e t ime. T hey "·e re wnrrn 
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pt> r:-1111al fri <'nd,.: . nnd frl'r11 u·11 t ly vi,.i t1·d r•:u·h ot lH•r :-cwi­
a lh·. Y1·t. :t:- T hn1 11:1 . ..: \\" l1il :-• 111 wa:- vx tn•nn·l.\· rl' ti n•11 I 
11pn11 l "11rl1· r.f!l"11 11 11d liailroarl 111:1tt1• r,.:. tl11 • :- 1rl1j1•1·t \1:1..; 
rare· ! ~· . i f" l' \"<"r :1ll11d1•rl tn i11 :111y .. r rhvir 1 .. 111\·1·r,.::1 t i11 11,. . 
altl11111;.d1 it \\:t .' 111 hi lll tl u· dcwtnr 'l" ll t f°ll :!it in·' . 11 1' 
n•1·l' ivPcl tl 11•111 fr11 111 l>:1 11i1·I c ; ihho11 ,.:. 

T ill• 1w i.! . .d il111rhood i11 whir·h It (' lin·cl 1·•111ta i111·d 111 :1 11 ~· 

lii ttc·r 0J 1pc1 111·11t:- ,,,. t lw :111ti-,.l:l\·1·ry 1·:111 ,.:1• \\ 1111 :-1111 ).!lr t 
copp11rl1111i t.\" i11 :1 11110.' · :111d p1·r;1•1· 11 t1· :1 linli t i1111i,.: 1,.: i11 :111.r 
way wl1i1·l1 «01 dcl g rat i(r t l11·ir :111i11111:- it _r, 1·n•11 to tl l!' 
c•x t1·11 t of b11 rni11 :.r tl1cir l1:1r11 ,.:. .\ rid1 fi1• ld fiir tl 11• l' ll ­
joy 11w 11 t o f" t lwir «•1:1 r,.:1• :111d lawh·,.,.: pr11pl'11,.: it i1•,.: wa,.: in 
t he• cli ,.: u 1rbi 11 ).! :111cl l1n•:1ki11.!.! 11 p of" llu·..:1· :111 ti-:.: l:1 ' ·" ''.'. 
lll l'(·Lin ;t..:. ()11 one n1T:1:- i1111 wlH•Jl Li11d l1•y ( '0:111•,.: tonk 
Chari<-..: C. B11rl vi,!.!h 111 l1·t·tun• in I hat ,.it·i11i ty a 1111111· 
he r of thi ,.: !"1:1 11 p1· lted 1 !11·111 will1 d1•1·a.r1•d <'!.!!!" a nd tl1rl'w 
:.: loll<':' t h r1i11g h th1· c1 11·t :1i 11:..: of' l lH·ir ca rriag<' 011 lhc· ir 
\\':t .\' I 1C)111 l ' . 

T he· dod or r: trl' I.'· e•n• r :1:- kl•cl f'll .~itin·,.: :tn.r q11 1·:..: f ion,.:. 
l fo t :tn•d Lo lrn ow 11 11t l1i11.!.! :tl111 11 l llH•111 , l"trr lhvr th:1 11 lo 
:t:'C'l' rla i11 who :.:c·nL Ll1c• 111 . ff' t h('y l\'l' re ll H'll , LIH·y .!.!<· n­
c ra ll y t llll l(; 011 foot, Wit ft :l ,.: fi p of" pa per l'Ollta i11 ill,!.! 
d irc•l'tio11;; and ll' lli11.!.! whe re they ca me l'rn 111 . ff wo 111e11 
a nd c: hil d rc11 , they wc1·0 IJ rou~h L a lways in <' lo,.:c 1·:1r­
riag<':..:, if d :t 11).!(' r wa: i 111111cd ial c, and w1·rc c·o11 H',Yl'd 

frn 111 hi :..: phtC'<' to ot her :.: talion,.: h.'· I lie ,.::1 111c 111e:111,.:. 
Jn f, ' .. J..l:i he rclin1p1i:.:lt c·d praC'l it'C and n10\·cd 11c•:1r fn 

D ow ni11glow11 , in C he,.:Ll' I' <·ounly. [fore he ret'ein:d 
fu g it iw;-; fro111 :t)!cu t,.: in bot h 'hc,;tc l' a nd L:tnc.:a:;ter 
coun Lic:;, and in \·ariahl.\' :.:c11 L l helll lo .John V iC' kc r:;, 
eithe r 'Jn the n ig ht they :t r ri,·ed o r the f(Jllowi ng n ig hl. 

L ike al l ol ltcr:; wl 11> n:;:..: i:; ted l ite fl eeing :: Ia n \ he 
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pn . . eel t h l'ou~h many excit ing- :111cl clnn~cnms _cene:-:. bm 
di::t' l'l' l io11 a 11 cl p ro111 pl 11e . ..:;: of flC' tion carried him :::nfcly 
th rot1).!h the pt' ri I:: l' \"l' ll of :--:('y 11:1 :t nd C'h:H~· lid is where, 
<')WC' i:1lly in l:tt l· r time:: . the F11,!.!itin•-:..:l:1\"l' Law onvnc i'idC', 
:111d «ln::c pll l':'Uit 011 t he otht' r. required ,.:kilful pi lotin~. 

_\ t 0110 t ime :t ft t•r 111ovin:r to C he::: tC'r t'< lllllly. he had 
ol'e:t:..: ion to driH' to Lk lle _\ ,.l'.' l' i11 ) [:1rd:1nd. l le o,·er­
fook a yo11 11 µ- n1:rn 11<':t r tl;c B ri t·k )l~eti nµ--hou::e , and 
inqu in ·d nf' hi111 t lw w:t~'. T he ma n ::aid he w;t:' i:o i n~ 

nrar tl H'l'l', a 11d if 1111t c' 11 e·rn:1C·h it1 )! on h i;: k indn<'::'" he 
wou Id he ,!!l:id Ill rid l• . The d 11etor tonk him in. Ou 

I I l ' l'l1c the way t IH• :-11hjt•t·t of' :.:la n ' ry w:1,.: al \H Cl to. 

)·01111g man :.::1id ·' it w:1,.: :t n11i ,.::1nt·c :111d t hnt :::l:tn•holcl­
cr,.: were hetil' r off \\i t lwm t lwir :.:1:1,·e;: ... in wh ich opin­
ion thr ci.11ct or hl':trt ily t·onc111Tl'<L H e :..:a id ic w·~s 011ly 
n·1·t•11tly that th0 l:i,.:t of tltt' ir:' r:111 away : they clid not 
pu r:- 11 <' the111: t he,· we re ,.::1 f i:.:l ic'd I n let them go. rt 
h:i p pt>ncd lo he 1i1c \"NY Int the cl0C'lor hucl helped :l 

,.: llO rf t imc lwfo r . 
J\ col nrC'd mu n in l he \\' ..:tern port ion of 'h<';:IN 

l't11111 ly w:1;: i11 t he pr:t t'! ice of µoin~ into :\fa ryl:tnd to 
,.:e ll ,.:11 lvc;-;. \Vhilc thl'n.' he obtained frn 111 ,.: l:tn' hohkr;: 
:1 d1•..:1' r iptio 11 of' :tll t h<' i l' r1111:1way ,.:lave..:. O n hi ,.: rc­
lt trll. if' he :.:aw p1' r..:on,.: :d ong· the norlh l•rn nrnt c,.: l ' OtT<.'­

"l1011di11)! lo th e d e:..:niptil>ll:' µ: iven. he in fo rm ed the 
ow 11 l·r:..:, wh o :r11 t n co11:.: t:1h le, hacl t ht> m taken lcgnlly 
:t nd :old to go , "c)lllh . H e fol lowed th i:,: fo r a n um ber 
of yc:n;:;. F in:tl l r h i,.: treachery wa,.: d i:.:covcred, :incl n 
nu111hcr of co l or~d people :1..:,.:cmb lcd 11 11d g :\\"C J1im a 
terr ib le bcntin .~, front the cflects of w hich he nc ,·er fu lly 
r eco vered. I Iis last il l nc;os was :;u ppo~cd to hiwc been 
the re ·ult of t his seycrc punis hmen t. 
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A f'tcr th<· ( 'hri:-1 i:111a rint I hn•<• 11wn who hacl IH·1· 11 c•n­
~a~Nl in it 1·:urn· to Dr. E~hl •·111:111 · ,. pl:wl', w1•n• k1·pt in 
the har11 until 1H xi 11i:.dit. :ind tlll'n "1·111t'11r1h1·r1111. 

:\ wh11l1• f:1111il~· 1·:111H· in a 1:,11r-h11r:-" w:J'.!1111 ju~t :1f'11·r 
tl11• ha1tlc• of (; ,.11~·,..h11r;.! . Th1·y had fi11·111('rl~· lw1 ·11 
~ 1:1,·1·..: . hut :11 that t i11ll' 11\IJl!·d a 1:1r111 l1l'l\lt '!' ll Y11rk 
:111d < :d1y--l111r).!. Th1·~· w1·n· ,·1·r.'· 11111<'h fri'.!l1t1 ·111 d, :11111 
fh1111'.!ht if tlH·~· r..i11ai11 ·d at 1!11111" tlw_,. 1ni'.!lll }, .. kill1·d, 
• ti' if' thl' n·l11·l-. ).!:ti 111·d 1'1·1111 ,-.drnnia tln·y 1ni;.!hf all ht· 
madt• ::' la\·t·~ :1;..rai11. Tl 1<·~· pro1·1·1•1 lt·cl :J::' filr a,.: ?\11rri . .:­
t,,w11: and 111·ari11'.! 1hl'1·1· that tht' n ·IJl·b h:1cl li1•1•11 n·­
p11l::'1·d. t 111·~· n·i 11 r1H·1I. 

, \ f't1·r l >r. l·:,lil1·111:111 11111\·1·d 10 ( 'hv.,11· r c·111111ty,Tho111:1" 
\\'hit..:011 11111n·d 111 m ·: 11· ( 'hri:-1i:111:1, a11d tll( ·ir 1: 1rnH·r 
,.i ,.it:- w1·n• ('011ti11111·d . 

I J i:-: IJ,,11,1· w:i" 1·,·1·r "1'1·11 IP t 111· H11rki;..rh:- and a ll 
ot lic·r kl'I 11r<·r.' 1111 :111li-:-la\·1·n· :111.! lv111p1·ra111·1'. 

• 



T H O::\rA s wrrrrso~. 

< 'l I.\ PTEH Y . 

'l'1to'I , .... \\·1111~0~ .-) tl•111h~ · r of F i r 't ='ntio u nl .\ut i-:-'h\ \' '' r~· ( "01n·t.-..n -

I ion .- l 11 <'icl<'nl,, - .I .\ <'Oii Bt·, 110"<:,-l iw id Pnt,, .I r1: 1.'ll \ 11 ::\loo 1n:. 
- l nc.- ith.•nt..:. 

'1' 11 0::\f .\ ,.; Wlll Ti':U~ . 

( fl., rn S1·n•nt h 11w. :.!d, 1 7!~; O ii•tl 1-:h'\"t•nlh n10. ::1th. 1'61.) 

Th o111:1:-< \\" liit ,.:o n . o f' B :tl"l. L:1111·:1:"t <.' I' nnmty. \\":I,. (llH' 

111' th<• 11111,-t pro111i 11 v111 a11d re,-pt'<'ll'd d1:1mpiou,.; of th <.' 
:t 1lt i-:-< l:t n ' ry <':tll ><l' . I i i:-< c·1rnncd i11 n wi th th<.' l'nde r­
,l! l'o t111d Hailr11:al ltt',!!::lll ah1111t. or prio r t 1). 1c.. 41. ~\I ­

t lwuglt lit• pa:-<:;<'d gn•at n11111hpr,.: of :-< l:tH•:> . i t wn:: q11id l,,­
d tln l', :111d h11 1 f(·,,· re111 ini,-ee11 l'C':-< an' to he gka nccl of lti" 
wo k i11 t h:1t cl ired ion . Hi :-< gn':tl l•:-<t la hor:: W<'n' :1c-
l'11r11pli :-< h<'<l abore !!roun d. ...\ m i11i,-ter onc0 $aicl. =-pcnk-
i11g nf' llit• l ife· uf .T<':-iu:-< Chri=-1. " f t e:in be !!in.•11 111 a 
1(., ,,. word ,; ' 1 k w1.• 11 l a bou t doi11 .~ _good. " Tli e l ifo of 
Tl 1om :1~ "\ \'J1 il:-:011 rnig-h t. be t•o1H lcn:-<ed 111 a :-<imilar 
lll :t ll ll('r. 

I fc a ltc•1Hl t>d :111d :-< JH•k ' nl :111 t i-:-<l:l\·c1·y t1H'Clin~:-< 

t lirn11 _!!·l10 t1 L i lie c·m1nl ry: w:i,- c lorp1cnt and eo~cn t in 
t li oll g lit , :-<u11 11d in lnf!' iC' , \\ i:-:e in eo uu,;cl, :1nd hi,; hroad 
:111<1 :1ch:1 n1·cd l111m:1ni t:1r i:1n Yi cw::: commmHlctl fo r l1i111 
the re,.;pcct of' a ll , :1nd placed hi n1 in th e forcrn o:::& nrnk 
of the carne,:t n1Hl :1blc opponent_o;: of ncgro slnYcry. 1-Ic 
wa:- de c iclc<ll ,r ori.!.'."inal, witty , jocof:c, one of the mo- t. 
app os ite i n tli o11g li t and expre:-::; ion , nnd had n. g r eat 
facul ty for " sp l itti ng h nir;;" in a. close a r g u ment . \ n icn 
h e and L indley Uoatcs, wh o was nlso r emark able for 
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thi ,: t:-t l<•n t, were engaged on oppo:.: it c- Ficlr,: in <l r hnte, 
tlH·ir fi1H· drawn cl i,.tin<·tion:-, ('1 11,:c• q111·:.: t ion:.:. 1<' 1':'(' :111-
,.:\\' t• r:.: . ancl <·ll'a r rati1H' i11at io11 fr11m irn·fraga hl <• fa!'! :.: acl­
d1wccl. \\'l' r<• at 0111·<· :111111:-i ll !.!". <•d it:\'i ll !.!' a 11 d <·x:1lti11 !.!'. 

.\1a1·011 \·1·111io11 wlH·n · lt1., \\' il li:1111 J,loy cl (;ar ri:.:011 
a11cl ot lH•r,. :-:pr1 kP, Iii:- :-1H ·<·c·l1 w: 1 .~ <·ltara r·t <· ri zvd hy ,: 11 (')1 
n fl ow of' wit . J!IH1cl 1111111111" !'!<•:tr lo,!!ic-. :.:1•111 1•111 i1>11:: <'X ­

pn•:-::io11 ,: , :111<1 :-c11Jl(·t i111<""' :-arc·a:-111 wlt t·11 I It!• :.:11hjl'< 'l 
c\·okC'd it. tltat <:arri::on :i rn:<<' at tlw C'l 11:-:e of' tht' 1111•l·l ­
i11g a11rl :-:aid " tltc -'1u.:erh of the day 11111:., I d L'<·i dl'dlr hL· 
:11·c·on!Prl to \\'hit :.:011." 

I fc l1:1d 11 ot thr a<h ·antaµ:t• i11 C':trly lilt• of' :tC'411 1iri111! 
111on· tlta 11 lit <' rucli111<•11 t,: of' :111 c·d111·atin11 . . \r ri\'i 11g :1 1 
m:111h1 1111 1':-: c·,.:t:tH'. he :.:tudi <'< I tit • pr i11<·ipk:.: :111cl nlij eet:.: 
pc· n:1i11i11 .!! to t h<> lti.td tl' r Wl' lfa n• of' ma n, :1:.: pn•:.:<•11t c·d to 
hi tn i11 !t i:.: claih· oli,.:c·n ·ntion :-: a11cl i111<•n·our:.:1• wit It llt t·n. 
d c• \'1•lopi11.!! hi,;. 0\\'11 fa!' u lty for ori ;.ri nating thn11 ;.d11 , i11 -
Flc•:1rl of' rlirc•ctin;: hi:.: ti1 11t· and a tt l'1tti 11 n to tltc· :-t ud y of' 
wri t tc•n lort' . 011c· a11111 :.: i11g f(:a t 1m • 111' hi :.: :.: p1·1·1·lH•:.: \\':t:-: 
tha t, lti:-: yrmm1w r "·a:: c•xc·lu:.: in·ly hi:.: mrn. It l.·11e11• 110 

rule.~. ll O J' d id ltc tare fj ir :111 ·'" 
Bc11ja11ti 11 :--: .. Jo11 c•:-: :-:aid of' hi m i11 :t littl e· \'olt1111t• of' 

wonl-pi1·Lurc."' of tl1 e pro111i1w11t :1 111i-,: l:t \'t• ry Jc.:id t·r,:: 
Fri1·11 d \\"hitH,>11, F ri 1.•1ul \\' hit 'io11 , 

J.ik•· ·· d1111dl..' r nn d hlit 4'.l' H,'" 
Th y n.,t"" a n d thy word ... ho t Ji ( ' Olll L' <I0\\"11; 

J\ di:i111011d t h o u 11rl. 
Th<•' 11111wlis lt c d c·n<·h p11rt, 

Yet w<1 rtlt ~· a pl ucc i11 th e c ruw11, 
f'ri c 11d \\"It it ,;u 11 ! 

Yet w o rthy a placl' i11 the c r u w11 . 

H e garn freely of hi:) 111can,; whene\'C' r needed'. rega rd­
ing neither t i1 11e 11 0 1'. co:)t. I~c, :tltcn dc~l t.hc f11 -.·t co'.1-
vcntion of the A men can A n t i-. h1\·c ry • oc1cty, ltc lcl m 
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Phi l:td lph ia on the -!th, .5th and 6th of D ecember. 
1, ' :1:i . of wlt ieh • \.r thur Tappa n w;1:-: pr :-: ident. ~\s :::oon 
a:-; the ·' Del' larat ion of Print ipll'" .. were adopted he 
:-:tcppccl ttp to the de:.:k and a Hixecl hi:.: :.:i~ n:uurc. as he 
had to withdra\\· from the c·unvt:11 t i11 11 i 111 11t cd i :1tcl~· to 

n·t urn lw1111.' . flc th us bcc:t me the fi t-:.: t :'i!.!ner to those 
'·Principle."' " adopted by the 11;1tio11:d 0;·~:1nih:11io11 of 
tlt c- c;1rn 1•:.: t, alik• n11d i11clcfat igahk Hlh·ot·:ttC'S of' uni,·cr­
: a l lilwr1y- pri11 l' ipk" whi l' lt gaint'd warn1 morn! :1d­
ht'l'l' t11 :.: :111d :-: t t• :ulfa :.:t fri end:-:, hut wlti clt met wit h the 
:-:t:1111H·ht':.:t oppo.~i t i o n th rnuµ hom the ent ire X ortlt. :1:; 
\\'t•ll a:-: in tlt e Sout h. unti l t he m;1nd11re of God. "Let 
my peopk go fr •e," went for th and w:t:o: ohc-yecl by :1 

n:1t io11 th en de lug i11µ it,.: :'oil in fra t ritidal hlood. 
.A:.: :111 l11t!Prg rou11 d Rail road :1gc11 t Thoma:: '\\' hitsou 

w:i,.; rc•111;trk:1blr rclic:c11t. IlHndreds of f'ug iti n •:; were 
tnk e11 t are of' 1~11d a::::o: i:::t d 011 their war. bll t no record 
w:ti< kept. The cit i Id rcn "':t w col1ll'ed 

0

Jlt'llplc there fre­
q ue11 t I y , bl! t t h y wer not permitt ed to n,:k a ny que.s­
Lion:; or lo kn ow :uirthiw• abou t the111. H e spoke of 

' • .::> 

h iH n1 11 1wgclllc11 t. Lo bu t ,·cry fow friend:;. 
T he i'ug iti ve:; who came to hi · p l:ttc a t nig ht were 

l'hi cfl y f'Cnt. by Dan iel G ibli ill 11s, in care of a trnsty 
eolored 111:111, who kne\\· how to :1w;1 kc-n Thomns wi t hout 
:trolls iug others of the fa mil y. Th1>!"C who cnmc i11 day­
t ime from D:111icl G ibbo11 :-; had :1 ::: lip of paper upon 
which was wri tten, " Frie11 d T homas, ·omc of my fricuds 
will be with thee to-nig ht," or word:; \':try iug, bu t of 
s imi lar import. Ko name wn :;ig ncd. The gencrnl 
advice of Daniel Gibbons to the colored peop le wus to 
"be civil to all, and auswcr uo qucstio11:; of tmngers 
who seemed ca•rer to o-et iuforn111tion." 

b b 
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Thoma,; frcquc11tly proeurccl plaC't'>' for t hC>11 1 to work 
in the n<: i;.!hhorho11d. . \ lthou!.!h widl'I\' k1111\\ 11 :1,; :111 
:u1li-,;la very 111:111 hi,; prc•111i,;1" '' t•n• 11 <· \·~·r :-1·:1 r< ·h l'd In · 
:;ht,·c-hu11lc r>' . E\'1' 11 th<.: 11 0111riou,. \ \"illia111 lb<·r , wit;> 
hu11 lccl up a11cl rcport<·cl f'u;.!itin·,; in tlw 111·i!.!h lu1rl1111HI, 
ne \·c r :q1prnad1t cl t ht· pn·111 i:-i·.. 111' 'l'h11111:1 ,; \\'It it:-on. 
1\f'tcr th e C'hri,.1i:111a rior. wh1·11 ">')ll'<·i :d c·1111-.t:1hl<>'." 
furni,;h cd with wn rr:t lll :' and pilot1·cl b.,. pro-:-l:l\'l' r~· 

111 <: 11 of that ;;:eel i'>n, ,,·ere H·cittl i11;.! tl1 v c·1n111 t n · :ind 
r:t11:':H·ki 11g the ho11 :'e,; of' a boli tioni,. t,; and 11 <',!.!l'O~' . .:, his 
hou,;c wa:; 11ot. mol<:,.tc·cl . On h t·ari11~ tl1at a p:i rty of' 
tltc,;c deput iz<'d oflicial,; ,,·en• t:trry i11;: oil' :1 c·olorccl 
man who had workt·<l for hilll, ht• p11r,;ued and o\·crlook 
t hc111 , and a;;kcd fi1r t he J11a11 · . .: n·il-:t>'<' . They rd'11;;1·d t 0 

g rnn t i t. O ne of th e111 011 hcin,t; told wl1 0 .ht• wa,; nd­
\·:tnced tc1wanl him with a ,·o llt-y of Hill i11g,;~:1te, and 
flouri ,;hing a ren>f n ·r m-kecl i f' h<' \\'t'rc not on • of' t he 
abolitic1ni,;t,; c1f' th:11 11e ig hborh11c1d. 

" J. a111," ,;aid 'J'li on1:t:', " and I :1111 not :1f'rnid of' t l1 v 

;;hoolit1,!! me. ~" tl1<·<~ 111:1y :1,; w<•ll p11t thy 1• i;o; t11 l d11w11.;, 
The oflieer e111ll i11 11ecl hi ,; i 11 ,·1·1·ti\'l', and tu rni 1w to 

""' a1wth er, ,;aid : "~ha 11 I :'hoot hi 111 ·~ " 

".Xo," was th e i1111ncd iatu rt·spon,.:e, " I t the old 
Quak ·r go;·" a nd Liley left him, eo11v in('ed that he w:1,; 
not it 111:111 to he fr ightened li,v bluste r or Lo r •11ouncc 
u.11rinc ipl c in the face of :1 11 <; nc· 11 1)" H e w •nL 11cxL 
m orning Lt> a neig h bor who l1 ad ,;ee11 the eo lol'ccl mn n aL 
the hour the rioL was ~oing 0 11 , "'l'\·crnl 111il<•!-i cli~ ll111t. 

from t l1c ~ec 11 e of' lhe tra,!!<'11 .'·, :1 11 <1 in eo111 pa11y \\' it h 
him wcn L lo wh ere the oflicer,; hml the man u1H l<'I' g ua rd , 
proved that he hacl no eonneclion with Lhc riot :1 11<1 ob­

tai ue<l his release. 

u~oi-:nonoc:-;n 1:.\HLnO.\.D. i1 

(l:orn :-'t•\'enth 111.,. 7th. bl:l.- llll'<I Fiflh 111'" :!'th. I' 1. ) 

.Jac·11li Bu,;holl).!. nf Ba rt. L :rnt·:t:'l l' l' t·ot1111 y, a <ju il' I 
h11t di•\'t>lt'd l:1hon•r i11 th1• 1·:111,.c of' fr,•cdo111 . rel:1t<' >' the 
l':t;o;l' of' 1111c l1 :1111ilton :'l lourl' who :-t' tt11.'d in hi,; nc icrh­
liof'!1111u!. llt• w:I:' pt':l('C:thl1• :i ncl l'L':'Jll'<'INI. and to~ll 
:tpp<':tl':tlll'C:' n \\h it<' m:111. ~ot :t t illgl' of . \ fri t·:rn 
blood \\':I:' di:'t·t•rnihlt..' in hi,. 1'.11J1p ll•xio11 . nor had Hll \ ' 

0 11l' t h1• k :1:'t :-: 11 :-pi1·io11 t li:tt t li vn' w:1,; :111y. I [p mani c~l 

a wlti tv wc1111:1n :111d ht•1·:111H' tli v fathl' r of thn•c th ildn'n . 
,\ f't<·r t Iii' l:q1:'1' of' ,.l' n •ral ,Y<':t r:- :1 1111111lwr of men c:lme 
''' Iii,; dw<'llin,!! :111d d :1i1m·d him :1:< a r1111:1w:1,· ,;Ja\'C. 
tlt1· l1•:1der of thi:' ,!.!::Ill.!! lll'ill ).! ll amilto11 _:\lo11rc·:'· fi1thcr.· 

.:\I thoug h th:1t w:1:' :t pre -.-lan·ry c·nmmu nit y. the 111:111 ':; 

lllll'<' ly .\ 11 ,!.! I O-~:IXO I\ :1 ppe:1r:tll l'C :tlld !!OtHI ch:u·:1C.'IC'r 
had :-n won t hl' c>'ll'l'lll o f' hi,; IH' i.U"hhur,; rhm t)wy would 
ll ot ;-; ullll1i l tn wha t lhL'~· tc rr11l'd :111 out rngc u p~>n him. 
h11 L :11·0,;e <' fl 111:1;;,;l' a ncl l'\':'<' t1 t•d hi Ill from hi~ captor,;. 

l fo w: t:' th en I :i ken Io t h<• hou,;c of U cn ry J3u::;lw ng, 
.T:t ('o fi' .-; fot lie r , in . \cl:1111,; c·o11111.r, who a. "i:::tcd him ton 
plac·p of ,!!l'C:llCr :-:ct·urity. 
. . \bou t, the .'·ca r Htn, :1 1w 1·:'n11 cn lli11g- hi111,;c lf \\ril-

11:1111 \ \rall :1<.'C, hut \\'ho;;c :' la,·e nnmc wa:' ·•~no\\'," cam e 
lo \ \'rn. Kir k ';.; in \\re;;t L:1111pt'lcr tow11:'l1 ip. J_,a uc:-tstcr 
co1 111 t y. J ierc he wo rked for :'0111c ti me. then went to 
J n: l11m G il hcrl':; in Harl town,;hip, a nd aftern·ard::; wn::; 
en1ployc<l by IJcnry B11 ;;:ho11g, who had n ow rcmo,·cd to 
Hn1'L tuwn,;hi p. and wh o;-;c pl:1 1; beca me ont' o f' the n­
d c1·g rou11d Rai lroad !';(at.ion::;. Alle r r cm:1i11i11g t he re 
two yea r,;, hi: wi fo and child were broug ht to him from 
one of t,hc Cn roli11a;;. IIc t hen took n. tennnt 11011se 011 
the plncc, in which he and hi:; fa mily re:l ided t wo ycm·.,, 
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\\" hilc thcrl' :1notlwr <'h ild w:t:' ho I'll to lo11ge r. 
tl1c111. 

f n the ::u 111111c·r of' I ~:).) wh il<• hl· and .J a('ob H11:-:ho11g 
w<• rc al work in the h:tl'll t lll'y oh:-<·n·t·rl four mv11 i11 a 
lwo-hor:'C waw111 dri\·c in to t l1t• l:ttll', :tn ·11mp:111 i<·<i hy 
two m .11 on hor::e-h:u·k . .J ac·oh li111U!!lll tl1t·m :L • · ,..11s­
pi<·iou,; lookin,!!' c·rnwrl." :1111! told \\.n ll:tvt• to ke<· p 1111l of' 
s i.(!hL while he wc·nL 011 L to 111 c•Pt tlw111. Thi·.\· i11quin·cl 
if ;\ Ir. \\':tll :tt·e li\'cd 1h c·1·" .Ja('oh rc•pli t'd i11 tht• 11 c·g11 -
t ivc, Futi:-f\i11g his ('1111,;c; icn('C h~· 111 earn; of' th · fa d 
that \\-illi :1111 Ji,·cd al the lc·11c•111 c•11 t h011,;e, h11t wo rked 
for hint. J>oi11 ti11)! towarcl:: \\·:1ll:11·c··,., ho11::c th c•y a:-< krd 
if' his familr lin ·d there ; to whicl1 hc> 111:ulc 110 r('ply. 
Lea \·in!! th~ir lwr:.:<•:-< i11 cha r~<· of two of the 111cn, U11·y 
wcut tc; t11e lwu,;c·, tier! hi ,; wifr, hrot1)!ht her :111d tl1t• 
olde,.;t child to the wagon, loadc•d thl' lll in , took thPnt to 
th e J_,anc:a:-:H' I' C'ou 11 ty ,ia il, an d lod).!c'< l thc111 lhcrc. 'l'lte 
yuu n/!e:.:t child l>ci n.(! horn 011 f'r<·e "" ii wa:-: k•f'L wit h a 
;.olorcd wo111a 11 who ha ppened to lit' in I It<' l111u,:c :ti tl1 C' 
ti 111e. F ro111 tlH·n· tlH'y went lo .John l'ril·k':-:, a ('nlorcd 

111 an, who;;e wi!C had C:'(':tpc·d f'ron1 :-: l:l\'l' l'Y with \\ral­
laec's wi fe. They bound her, look her lo jail al..:o, a11d 
had the two " ·0111 11 placed iu the :-::1111c C'cll while they 
stn rted ouL 011 anot he r hunt. 

'J'he Ftartlin.(! 11cw,.; Foo11 spread tl1ro11 glwut the C<J t111-
Lry, :rnd waF immediately carried to tha t forcn1 0:-:t f'ri t>11d 
of' the shi,·c, Danie l Gibbon:-:. \ 'cry •arl~· next morn­
ing the two wonic11 c.;amc to hi: house. The fa~ll.il y 
would not h:1XC bce11 more :;urpri ,:cd had an :1ppant1011 
come sudden ly i11 to their 111id:-:t. \\r l1e11 a:-:ked how Ll1cy 

ca rne, one of tl1e111 sa id, " I broke .iniJ." 
" H ow did you do it ?" 
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" I fouud :t ea::<e-k ni fc. and !!Ot up from one room to 
a 11orhcr until I got next the r~of, when I cut the !nth 
and :-:hingfe,; :111d hruk • throurr11 · !!OL out :1nd down to 

,-. ' . 
the roof of :rn adj oini nQ" hou:-:c. and thence from one 
hou:-:c to :1nolhl' r until 'r (·amc to one that wa~ low 

11cmgh, and th<'n I jumped from it to the ground." 
Thc>y w •1·e taken to t he wheat field and pro\' idccl with 
lil:t11ket · and food. a nd next n iirht we re taken h,· Dr. 
.J o:<cph :ibhon:-:, Daniel\: :-:on, i~Hl Thoma" P eart: ~C\'C­
rn I mi le:- to I he hou:-:c of J c:.::-:e \\· eh:.:tcr. From there 
Llt c•y were tak e11 to Thoma,; 13on:-:alr.;:, thence to J ohn 
\'i d ::e r':-:, and thu,.: on to other ::t:1t ion.;: . 

The :t<.:<.:ount g i,·en by the women .;:cemecl ::o .;:t rnn!!e 
and in(Tcdihle that ]Jr. bihhon:-: intcn·iewecl that ecce~­
Ll'ic; charnder " D evil-Da\·e" ~f ille r, who wa then 
sherifl; and li\'ccl in t he j ail. \\· hen ~1.;:ked how it hap­
pened tha t he :tllowed two ne!!t'O women to ::; lip throurrl1 
h i.· f-ii1gcr::;, he wi11ked a nd l:n~gh cl. I t \ \':1$ aft:en rnrc1 
tli"'co,·ercd that he opened th~ jail d oor 1111d let them 
wal k out. Th i:; was the only hl:1ck woman known to 
D11n icl and hi:; ·on who per~isted i11 k eeping her owu 
.·ec1·et. 

In 1 ' 32, :~ co l o red wom:111 nnd her dntwlt ter c:1me to 
Hemry Bush~ng':-: . T he hack of t hi ,.; poo7- womn n was 
a mo,;t rc ,·o l tinµ :;pectac le fu 1· ' h l'i:;tinu eye.,; to behold. 
~ t hnd been cuL in to ga:-:hes with the ma,;ter·::; whip until 
ti. wa · a m:t:3s of laccraH' cl fl c::;h and run uing SOl'CS. H er 
owne r was exasperntcd to thi · deed of c ruelty on ne­
c.;ouut of one of her child ren having sucee$fully .e.,;enped, 
:tud ·he, knowing it:; wherenbout , refu eel to tell. T o 
?0111pel her to reveal tlti::; secret, they bound her down 
111 :~ bent position, and fh e hund red lashes , rith a. cnt-o-

D 
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nine-tail :; were infl idt·d upon IH·r naked hack . Yet 
w ith the faithfu lrH•:::: and clen1tion of a mothe r'~ Jo,·e 
: he endu red it a ll. f-:cl' in j.! t hat no :1111ou n t of' wh ipping 
could incl uc·c- her lo lwtray he r c·hil d 11 11d tllll ~ r turn iL 
from freedom to !'lan•ry. and foarin:,r he r own lifo mig ht 
he l o~t by furth c·r i11 fl i(·tion , t he_,. c·c•a::<·rl plying- the l:i ~h 

upon t hat qu i,·e r in_(! hac:k, whidt wa:: now :t 111:1::,; of' 
m:i.ng lecl fl c."h and j el I icd h loocl. . \ ,; :-:01111 a,; :-:he had 
s ulfi eic11 t ly rec·on:rc•d i- lt e de t0n11i11 <"d to ri :-: k her li fo in 
a n :tUempt to frC'e her::clf' from the c: rur ll_,. a nd tor ture,; 
of a !' l ~l\·ery li ke tl1i:-:. Afte r !J('ing k indl y a nd tende rly 
cared fo r in t he ho rn t• of lI e:n n· H u:;hon:.r ,;he wa,; ta ken 

to a :tation fu rt he r •:1,;t. 

About t he i;:u11c rc·a r t he re came two ~ Ja,·c:: , na med 
G reen • ' tau nton an.cl :\fo ... e . .; .Jo lrn,;on, belong ing to d iffe r­
en t ma."ter:;. They had heen !'old lo s )a ,·e-traclc r:; nncl 
lodged in t he jai l a l J· rcde ri c: k, !\[cl. , fi1 r !'a IC-keeping 
du ring the nij!hl; t heir owner:; !' Jeeping in a n :tpn1:t111cnt 
a ho,·e them. \\.ith pock •t-k ni n •s :u1cl other s111all 11 11p le­
ments they co111 mr n c:ccl nl once pi c·k ing out mor ta r nnd 
rc mo,·ing Htones, cl •tcr111inecl if po~,;ih le to e:;eape befo re 
morn ing . They suc<:('eclcd , and hoLh men ra n to the 
p lantation of . 'taunton 's father, who ltacl beCJ~ his 111aster . 
1\[r. S tlrn n ton h nd not in tenclecl to :ell him , but being 
on t he b ri nk of ini'u lvc11 cy wa:; com pell ed to d o it. 
H a ving cum1x1!':ion fo r hi111 he ga ve them both vi ctuals 
a nd assisted t hem on t heir way to D :wiel G ibbons. 
.From there .Joh nson wen t to A lien , '111 ith's, and 1 ' t:-um­
ton to G eorge \ Vebster 's, b oth in lln rt townshi p. After 
some t ime J ohnson r emoved to T homas J a ckson 's, a t 
t he "Forest," in the n orthern part of L ancaster county, 
a nd Staun ton , r emaini11g in t!te n eighbor hood, sen t to 
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)f:trylancl fo r his wi fe, who was a free woman. In 1 3;) 
he removed to t he tenement of .Ja cob llu:'hOnf!. ,J u:'t 
a t clay lig h t on t he n1o rn inf! of A ugu::;t 31. t, 1 37, >: ix 
men entered hi :-; h ou~c, t ied and gago-ed hi m. H i wifo 
i11 f'u r intcd at thi ::; a~nult. >:c ized :111 axe and was abou t 
to cleal a b low upon the head of one of t he n~"a ilant -, 

when s he W:li' r :u 11.:d1t. t h rown to thc fl oor. :i ncl held rhcre 
u nt il her hu,;h:111d W:ti' hom e a wa y . H e wn;: p laced in 
Lancn,;tcr coun ty j a il to awn it f'urc hcr act ion. 

The new:-: o f' h i::; a·-rc:-:t wa. con,· red a t on ce thr ou o-h-
• I:' 

oul the n ci~hhorh oocl . l-'e,·ernl of h is fr iend - wh o hncl 
long known him n:-: :m honest, pe:1ceable aucl inclu~t rious 

ma n, could n ot allow him to he c:t rri cl hack into s la very, 
clepri ,·eel of t he r iirht · of nrnn hoocl. to be old mid 
dri,·en to work like hea"t" of the fi e ld. if :rny effor t of 
theirs could prevent it. A ccord ing ly Lindley Contc.s, 
G eorge \ Vebstc r, Geor o-c \\rcb:;tcr, J r. , \ Villi:un Rnkc-
traw, H enry Bu::;hong, Jacob Bus hong-, J ohn Bushong, 

, amuel l\I ick lc, G a iner M oore a nd ,Jo hn Kidd, E c:q., 
ngrced to collt r ibu te whatever ::;u m 111 i,rrh t be n eeded to 
p urchase his frccc10111. They went to Lancaster, had 
an interv iew with h is mn ter , noel secured hi man u­
m ission upon the prtyment of six h un dred and sevcn ty­
five dolla rs. H e re.t u r ned to h i homc, :in cl r esoh-cd to 
compeni;a te h is f r iend · as far a:; po;:sible fo r t he a moun t 
they h ncl paid fo r h im. • hor tly nfter th is, h is wife died. 
H e ma rried aga in. H e rema ined a t th nt place several 
yea rs an d then remoyed to Councla, nod died. B efore 
he left, h e hncl reiobursed his fr iend to the amount of 
on e hundred nnd for ty dollars. 

lVIoses J ohnson return ed from the "forest" in the 
spr ing of 1836, nnd wns working fo r H enry Bush ong 
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at thC' ti me of , 't:rnntnn':- <·a ptun•. l fc.a ring of it, and 
knowii w tlw p:t rt ,. w:i:- ,.:(•:tr(' hi11 g- fo r h i111 . hl· rcquc:'l cl 
:-omc r..i':·nd:: to 11;·:.roti atl' with tlH·111 fo r hi:-: frl'L•do111. . \ n 
int<·n ·i(·W \\ :l:' had \\it h th<· :-bv<·holdl·r:-: . :t11d :1:-: he w:l:' 
not vd in their l'"' .. 'l':-:-i .. n. :incl tl1<·n • w:i,.: :1 cl o11 ht li ngcr­
in..,. in their 111i nd .- :I:' to " h<·tl1t·r cir not hl• would he. 
t h;.,. :torrel•d to :\('('(' f' t ,.; .l(J(I, wh i1·h W:t:' p:ticf. _( Il H frW 
r<·:;r,., !iy i11c111 :-:tr~· :\lid (·( ·o Jl OI Il~-. 1w n·turn t·d 1ht· ru11 
;1111011nt, :ind th<·n :1<·1111irl'd :: ufli<·i('n\ <·apital to purt ha,;c 
a ,.: 111a ll far111 with .!!ood h11i lcl ing,;. Lh· d iC'd in 1 ' i:3. 

.\bou t tl1<• .n·:ir P\-1.' I here lin·d i11 " \\-ol f' H ollow," 
Il ·ar J> inP ( ;r0 ,·c Forg<-. I ,:111 (':1 . ..:[(· r < ·0111n ~-, a free rolored 

111:1 11 • wh1, had m:irri<•d a :'l:t Vl' wo111:111. The~· ha<l :-c\·­

•r:il l'fi ild n ·ii. E arly oiH' 111orn ill).!. ah <• r he had gone 
to IL 1wiirhhor·" to work , :" 11111<' n11 ·n d rovt' up i11 a co\·<' rccl 
wa.ron ,~·n t<·n •cl th<· ho11:-:c•, drn:.q.,:-l'cl th · wi fe and d1ild1·en 

0 11~ 0f bed , i,111111< 1 tl1 v111, lo:1dl'd thP111 in tlH· wago n \\' ith 
otlwr,.: t h<•\· had kid11:q >f'l'< \, ,.:0 111 • o f \\' IH11 11 we re f're ', 
:uid d ron: off at a rapid ra te towa~·d i\ f:t r.\·l:t 11d , t· ighL 
mi lt-,; d i,.:t:i nt. T ht· ir :u· t i11 11 ,.: wc· n· \\"l l1 H•,.:,.:ecl by :t per:'oll 

nea r fl\", who i1ni11<·d iat cly in fil rnH·cl th e 11 c·i.!!hhor:', and 
.Jo,;epl; C. T ay lor, .):1 111<·;-; \\rood ro\\·, .Jn:-:eplt Peirce :~nd 

ot her:-: 111ot11ttccl t he: ir hor:-=t·:; and gan : ehn,.;L·. On~rtak JJ1g 

t hc111 nea r the :\ f:i ry la 11d li ne, Tay lo r d :1 :-:hcd by, thcu 
whee.din" h i;; hcir,.:e and faeing l he111 , he rnised to h i: 
;;hou lde~ an old 111u,; k<.:L with 11uL a lock, and unl~· rcd 

t hem to :-ur rcndcr. Xot liking t hC' :tppen ran<.:e of lhe 
deadl y look ing wc:1po11 point ed a t th en ~ , t huy ha lted , 

l t i t i I 
• • of' t Ii" 1 i·t r t ,. 1· u:-t t i 1e11 conu n ~ 11 p look the 

tl llf IC () I(; " " ' . · . . 

k
.<l . . · ,,·it h the co lored people they had stole11, pn:;-1 11 .tppe1,,, . . 

'fl I cl·eil 'l1cn1 U fJ 111 L owe',; tn,·c rn :111cl went to oncrs. iey o · ' ~ . . 
L t t . ' ' ltt·u lewd auLlw n t)· tu arrc..;t thum fo 1· a ueas e r o pt u., o ' 

l_ 
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kidnapping free ne!!roe.. B efore they returned the 
kid n a pper~ hnd e~cnpccl , carry i n~~ wit h them their 10:1cl 
of human plunder. 

.John Ru:-"ell , ::\[ ic:1h "\\' hic:;on , H enry ':nter. :md 
Ellwood Brown :i re al ,.:o mentioned a~ fr iend:; of the 

. fug it iYe, wh o:;c m: .. ..:i:3t:rnce wa::; :1lway:; frccl~· g i,·eu. 

JEHE,:ll T.\ H ) 1001-:E. 

(Bo rn Fifth 1110 . l ~t h , l ~.) 

Many sl:t\-C'$ w0rc ,.:(•n r from D :1niel . ibhom..: 10 J ere­
miah ::\loore's a t. Chr i:" ti 11 11:1. T lwy were to k now hi,.: 
r c!-l iclence hy it" b ill)! " th e fi r~ t h o~1 ,.:c o,·cr the bridg 
whcr the publ ic road cro~cd the r ailroad.' . H e · c­
crcted them in one of t he upper n HHn:; in h i$ ho11::;e, and 
when they were brou~h t dowu to mea l.:3 the door£ werC' 
bolted. H e not un f'rcgue11tly not iced panic.:; whom l_1 e .,. 
knew to be pro- ·laYery in principll' aucl un::rrnpulo11 ::; JI\ 

char:ict r, loiter ing a long time in the ndj :1 ce11t woods 
uncler pretence of g unni ng, or coming to thC' house O:'­

tem:ibly on othe r busin e.:;s, when t heii: :3crutinizing look" 
and other 11 utions led to :t :- t ron.!! ;.: 11 !"p icion. and even 
co11Yiction, thaL their object was to ascertain if s)ayc::; 

were ther e, and if so to in fo rm on th011.1. 
F rom l\foorc',; the fug it iYe;.; \\·e re :-'C'n t in n furniture 

wn gon i11 care of n. t rus ty colored man to J ames F ul-. . 
ton's, E rcildoun , eight mile:; llistnnt. 

Abraham .Tohn:<o11, a young sl:w e, belong ing to a :l\[r . 
\ Vhecle r, of Cecil coun ty, l\Id., hearing tha t he " ·n to 
be sold nex t cl:iy, told his mother . Enrly in the nigh t 
they , with h is . ister and her ch ild, fl ed to that well 
known colored man, on the usquehan un, R obE::r t L one):, 
who ferried fug it ives across the riYer in the nigh t nt v:-1.n-
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0 1 1 ~ place:; h C'low ('11 l11mhi:1, and ga ,·e them into the cnrc 
or \\. illia111 \\' ri~ht , who di,,t rihuted them to other 
agent ; . TIH':'C <·atll(' 111 .Jpn•111i11h :\ f11on' '"· The lad 
hi rc:d with him five ancl a half' yea r,.: . T lw mother li,·ed 
with L indi<'." Coat e . ..:, and th(·sist<'r with T homa,.: Bon;.::tl l 
fi1r awhil e•, whC'n ,.:he• rc·11to\·ed to l{eadi11,!!, :i ncl married. 
At th e t i111e of the Ch r i,.:ti ana riot. they all wc11t. to 
( ':111 ad :t. 

, '1Jmc of th e ,.:):l\·e women told of' their h:\\· in~ been 
s t ri pped naked to he c·xam incd upon the nu ct ion-block, 
:t11d to ;.: how their 11111 ,.:1 ·1 il ar cle,·elopn1e11 t and act ivity. 
Some told of' the ir li:1Yi 11~ been sold in the -orthern 
, la,·e ~t: ltc...; and ,.:c11L in to t he pla 11 ti11~ • 'tatcs lo pick 
cotton . ::\ot being accustomed lo t.hi :; work they could 
not accompli ,.: h their daily task with others, in con ·e­
q ii enee of whielt th ey wc•rc whip ped . . To e:'C:ape this 

., trca l 111ent th e.'· ra11 away . • '0111 e had hec11 caught, 
retu rned , sc \•e rely fl og-~Pd , and we re then C:il'a pin~ 

agai n. Their haC'k:i bore l ite ma rk: where the whip 
Jn,.:h had been pl ied . 

Thi:> accou n t of t he . ha111eful treatment of WOlllCn at 
t he pub li c ;.:a le:; of s la,·e:; fo r the pur po,.:e of stimulating 
Ji ,·ely bidding and see11ring hi g her price:;, was corrobo­
rn tcd by the u11ifo n11 tc.-; li mony of' fug it i,·e::; from Yn ri­
ou ~ !-;tates of the• 'outh. 

Pro-:;l:l\·cry 111 e11 in :\foore':; :ecl ion were wont to 
spea k of abolitio11i ,.:l:; as " no hcttcr than )to1., ·e-thievcs." 
One Q uake r preacher , :;inec rc in hi:; own way of thin k­
ing, a:; ked J eremiah the direct q11c:;tion whi ch he 
t how.!ht co ,·ered the whole moral grouu<l aga inst abo­
li t io1,1i:;m-" \ \Tha t \\'() ul<l thee t hink if thee hnd a horse 
stolen and taken to ilfory lan<l , and the i1erso11:; haviug 
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him, and k nowing him to be stolen , would refuse lo giYe 
hi m up '?" 

Jeremiah : imply re.<~ponded by ::tdYerting to the un­
jul't and un- hri ,: tiau comparison between a mnn !llld a 
b rn te. 

C lothing wa furnished by himself and bis anti­
sl:ivery neig hbor::> fo r ·ueh fug itives a were in need of 
iL, and if they came to hi · house ick th ey were attended 
to with the same cnre as we re members of his own 
fami ly . 

• 
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. J o~n:1·u A~O «~, 1 .1 : 11 C. lloou.- \\'011u•n .Ai«lP•l hy lh•v. Chn rh~~ 'r . 
T oirn·y on Ii i'< l.a;, t Trip lo .\l nrylnnd.- ~kl'l<•h uf llH· I.if,• of 

'l'OH1<1: v. - 'l'hrt'1· .\lt·n \\' 110 !lad Hct•n En ~ll~<'•I i n lh•· ( 'h ri~li111m 

l! iot. - 01l11·r ill<'idi.·111,..- l.1:>1>1.1: \' C'o.\ fl~'.-111,.irl,• nl><. . lo;,1n·A 

11111 :S'TO:S' .- l 1\l'i<lt•lll 'l . 

. fOH El'H .\ ~ I> <'.\I.E B C. 11 0() 1> . 

. Jo:-:cph J foocl ( Born Twelft h mon th :)th, L8 l ~ .-Dicd 

::\'i11 l h 111011 t h ~Ith , 1 XfH;) , :111<1 hi>< hrnthc r Cal ·h ('. 
( Ho rn F ou l'lh mouth lit h, J .' ll ), of' Harl tow11 ><hi p, L:tn­
<:ll><tc r c·o1111ty, ~an• a:-:,-i:-:t :1 11<:c to fu µ: iti\'cs :it all t im s 
wlH·n c·al led u p1>11. • 

J·:i:.d •t, who111 it " ·as nC'c·c:•::a ry lo hurry :tl m 1).! with 
J! l"t':tl ;; pct'd , \\'c• re >'<' Ill to th<' ho111c o f' .Jw:c•ph and ( 'alt•h 

C. £ lood , o ne ni:rht in th e· :-:pring of' P'-1 :1, h>· .J o::cph 
~111it h, o f' J>r11 morc• town::hip. Tl1<·y wc•rc ~ iwn ;;onH•­
thing to <"a t, a nd taken hy Cakh lh<' :-:allH' ni; .. d11 to 
J,indlcy Crmt "• where t hey WC'l'e :-:<:c·r<'lt'd unt il the fi il­
lowing nig h t, and then taken fu rth er 011. 

On :rnoth •r ocC'a>: ion , .J oi-:cph :-;111ith ;;('nl to their· 
place an •lclc rly C(l lored \\'0111 :1 11 with her ~011 and 
daug hter. C::tlch too k t hem lo .J:un c;-; 'F'11IL011 '.·. 

On th e ir way , th e \\'Oman told hi111 they· h:i<l hcC'n 
broug ht from Ba ltinrore to a place on the• 'u: q11eha 1111:1 
hy H cY. Charles T. T orrey. The sJa,•cholde r;-; got on 
their track :lll<l nearl y o\·ertook lhc111 wh •n the~· rcuchell 
ti 1c ri ,·er. They cr o:o:::ccl, ho,,·e,·e r, i 11 i-::dc ty, bu t T orrey 
on his r eturn for :mothe r load , foll into the hand: of' his 
pursuerti, wa.· taken to B al timore, tried, sentenced to 

CALEB C. HOOD. 
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confine me n t in t he pe niteutinry, :rnd died during hi 
i111pri:-:onment. H e w:t>' n ~oocl :::: im·ere mnn, :1 most 
e:1 rnc:-:t :iml ind fatigahle worke r. He was n 11:1ti,·c of 
::\ f:t :-:...::1d1u:-:c tt>', a g rnduate of Yale 'o llege, and n min­
i:-;t c r of the gospel. Hi,- :::y111p:11 hy fo r t he opp re.·.:ed 
,-111,·e in1pcllccl h im to 1•i,·e up hi~ pulpit :rnd ~i,·e h i_ 
e nti re time nnd labor to the C':tuse of anri-.,;l:1Yc r.'-. 
\\' hi l fu ll p(' :1nlor bold :1ml tl11riug . he w:is ::;o iodi-­
c rcct and ra:::h in hi;: d e::: ig n: and moYcment~ n::; to keep 
11111ny of' th e l nderr•rouucl Railroad ao-cnts . who re· .. 0 ~ 

t(' iYed f'ug it i\·c · ::;cu t. by him, in con:..:taut fonr lc:;t h e 
• would g ' l him~el f or th em into trou ble. His outfit 

when he. tn rtecl on th i 1:1 t jou rn C'y , wa · furn ish cl him 
in K ennet, 'hl' ·tcr c·ounty, :lit houg h it wns d one wich 
ex treme l re pid:t l ion aucl rc)uc t1111 t'C by most of the :tnt i­
~ l :t\·ery people, as hi · plan of goinir nmon.r :;; lan'!s :111d 
encourag ing them to lea,·e their ma:;lers wns not in a ccord 
w it h the gcue rnl Yi ws nncl wish :..: of 11 liolition i:..:ts and 
they cud c:wored to di .. ::;unde hi m from it. But he bel ic,·ed 
tha t. hy o do ing, p ro perty in · I nn.·~ wo 11lc1 he rendered o 
insecure th nt it would ha:;lcn em:i ncipat ion, or the iutro­
d uet ion of hi red or free Jn bor. , 'o cou fid cnt wa he 
th a t hi:; Yicw:- were correct t hat uo arcrumcut could 

' 'O 
1110Ye hi111, a ud he d ied n ma r tyr to his cherished cheme 
of obtnin ing freerlom fo r othe rs. 

After t he h ristin n:t r iot, three men wh o had bccu 
engageLl iu it, \ Vill i:t m Hownrd, 'hnrlcs Long, :111cl J :1me.s 
Dawsey, fo rmerly s Jayc:, who we re nequaintcd w ith 

'nleb U. H ood, cnm e to his p ince about mid n igh t to a k 
his nclv ice nbont the best cou rse fo r them to p ursue. A 
good !-\upper was g iven them, aud after eo nsultatiou it 
was decided that t hey h oud ta kc shelter in the woods, :ts 

o* 



lll~TO HY OF T ll E 

t 11<' pn·111i,1• . .: might lw :-(•:t rC'IH'd. T h(•\" w11111 c·d to pro· 
c·i·i·cl at 11111·c· to Ca11acla: hut tlH•i r 1·lotlH'."' w1·n· at th<•ir 
houu•,.:. and tlw 1110111-_v clue• th<•rn in 111<· hand:: of' thc·ir 
i·rnpln~·1·r:- . and tl1c·y cla n· not n·turn fill" th1•111 h• . .:f tlll'y 
1nii . .d1t lu• 1·:q1tun·d. . \t tlH·ir cl (•:-in-. ('alt-Ii went ll ('X t 
da\". 1·1111<-<'tt·d th1·i r 111onc·y and 1·lotl1i11g :incl clvliv1·n ·cl 
i1 ·t,, tlH•1 11 that 11i; .. dn . 1 l ow:ird",.: wit;• ,.c·nt C'=-' (H'<" i:d n•­
q111-.~t fi 1r th1·111 11111 !11 :ll t<·111pt i11 l<-:1\"I• tlH• <·0111 1try t l1t·11 , 
:i;; 1.,.1.ry pl:tc·c· wa:: 1·l11::c·ly wat<·hc·cl . T :1ki11g a wo111:111\; 
:ulvin·, prci\·1· rlii:d for lwi 11g (l(':-:t in c·111c·rµ;c• 11 <"il'::, t li l'_r 
J.!:L \"I' up thvir plan!" of' ri::k ing :Ill attl' 111 p1 t11 e::<·:t pP i11 
ti ll' 111 id,.1 .,r ~" 1111wh d a11 J.!<' r. T iu· l:u11 ily ga'·" t h<· ni 
vil"l 1tal::. :incl :-aw 110 11111r1• 111' t h1·n1 fii r t wn wc•c·k::, wlic•n 
tlH·\· n·ti i rrH·d •llH" clark and r:1i11y n ig ht at I ~ eo 'c·loc·k, 
:111,j <·:dh·cl thl·111 1q1. Th1•y had hec• n :'l'tTl't<•cl cl 11 r ing 

1 hat t j fill' 1rnclc·r t hc· tlcoor of' a C"o lnrcd rn:111 ",; h1 111:'e in 

I )nrriwn· ''"' n:-lrip, :i ncl " "" fi: lt t lr l' t i111 t• had ( 'O lll<' fo r 
t h i• nr to ":: I ri k r for Ii IH' r l y ." ( 'a ((•Ii took ll1 t• 111 t ha t 

n i·rlit to E li I l :111il1 IP!o11·::. O n t lw lioll11wi 11 g- 11iJ!lil Eli 
,... . I 

loiok tl1C·n1 t<·n 111il c·:' t o t l11· 111·xt :-:l:tlff• ll . 11 I t' ll d :I\·,; 

t h c•y rc ·:whc·d ( ':1 nacl:1. 1 f1 1\r:tnl I h(•fl \\ rnt 1· to hi:: wi f(', 
wh ;1 i111 111 l'cli:11<-h· ,.:o lcl t lH·ir l1<111 :-:1·l111ld .~ow l:: :11 11 1 \l"(•n t, 
to hi n1. 

T IH•rc• w:1;; :1 t hi ,.: t inw :t <"olorc•d \\"lllll:t n 111 1111Pd ~i\J ari :i 

li v ing a t ('_ ('. l lond ',.:, wl1 0 1111e d:t .\", when a :-: la,·e, 
heard l1vr n1:t:' lPr :-:(·lli11ir lr c• r to a :-: la vc'-l rad vr In .~n 

~o 1 1 t Ii. 11 o rrilit•d a t I lr 1• p ro:: pt·t·Livt' ("h:t ng«', !' hr lo,;(, 

1111 tir iH' rna ki11 g ht•r (':'(·:tp(', a nd th rnu;.d1 :l)!('ll (" it•;; 011 
t he l - ncl c·q.~rn 1111d Hai lroad got lo \ \ ' i ll i:11 11 l l nwan l':-:, 

1 l1<· ll <"t' 111 ( '. ( '. I l ood ·,., where ::h l~ had IH'<' ll l iv ing hu t. 
a wed;: wlien t he C lrri:-: lia na riot oc<·n rr<"< I. f-; hc was tire 
Jllt it h<; r of' 11 i11e e lr ildr<'n , <' i~Jr l of wl111111 ,;he lt' l'L 11 1 
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: lnYery. One, a son, had preceded her, nnd wns liYincr 
wi t lr 1\[o~e.s \\ hit::<on. T n the following winter he went 

to l\fa~~ach u :::ct l::< . Obt:lininl! <'mploynwnt there hy 
wh ic:h he c;ou lcl $U ppon h i;: mot h0r. he wrote for her to 

come. 'yn1 · B urlei!!h wa. at that timc at lfoocl';:, :1ncl 
p ropo;:ed, t lrn t. if :-:he wou ld n•m:1i 11 :1 fow week,.: until h " 
wa · renclr ro r t urn to )[a,._,:1cl111,.:pt t:' , 1war whl' re hcr 
son wa;; iivi ng, ho wou ld ;:e h1..•r ,.:a fo ly t0 the plate. 

Nhe a;;.o:entcd , nnd a t thr appoi11t vd timc :::lw met him in 
P h ila dc lph i:1 , :tnd was taken C':t rc of tn rhe C'nd of hr r 

.J O l ll'll ')"· 

111 L :2 " ll r l ' :2!) a t'u ~i tiYc ;:Ian' wa,.: li ,· in~ with 
Truman 'ooper . in ~ad:'b~ r)· . L:mc:1"ter 1·1ntnt)· · O ne 
day Lwo :-: l:l\" holde r;: who had received in t'onnnrion of 
him, :1 ccon1 p:111 icd hy :1 gu ide, t·ntered the fiPlcl whcre 
he w:1$ at wor k, a nd w:uchi n~ the opportunity to seize 
him wheu he c:o11 lcl not re:< ist~ bound hi,.: hn11cls behind 
him :ind Cll r ried him off A ho ,· l i,·in~ with 'oopcr 
i::1tw the Lrn n;:aetion and immcdii~ teh· c:~rried wor d to 
T homns H ood 'i:: t1111 uery, nenr hy, wh~'" ,John l [0C1d nml 
A llen • mit h s tart ' cl ill p ur;:;u it of them. ,·e rt aking 
t hem nL .John • 'mokcr 's t he.\" Cll !-!;Hgcd in :1 kind of ensy 
fa mili a r c:Otl\·c r,;a t ion un ti l thev :i ::e r t:1i 11 ed t hn t the 
pnrt.y was g-o i11 ~ to p11t 11 p fo ;· th0 n ig h t a t. Q ui!!g·s 
la\"e rn , C:co rgetown. T hen r id ing in :td\":111c·e t he_,. 
noti licd the C'olored people of tha t vie ini f_,., \\"ho n ·­

semhlccl wiLh arm: :1rw r dark . nncl , 111To11 mled t he hou:-:c 
in amhu: h. \ \ ' hile the pa r ty were nt ::u pper, .Hm111:1h 
Qniggs, the lan<l l:id y, secr e t I y looseucd t he ::;lin ·e·s 
h nndcu fl~ when with the bound of a. li berntcd hare, he ' ' . 
op ened t he door nnd ficd. T he :<lavch older:- nncl then· 
g u i<lc rnshed ou t to pu rs ue him , hu t :t d 11sk y p h:iln n x 
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of' n '-..:ol11t<' 111t•11 :iro:-t• ht>forc their ey<'s, 11 11d prc,.:entecl it 

:--olid fr1111l. which th(•y kn l'w it wa,.: death to e11<:011 11 te r. 
}~t·:iehing a grn\·t· ,.:11111< • di,.:tan<·<· 1111; he n •111:1i ned there 

1111 1 ii t 11(' followi11,:! 11 i;.d11, wht·n hy ,.:omc ll lC' :\ ll :i h i,.: pur­
S IH'I"."' got on hi:: t raC'k and !!:tn: c·h:i::c. I ft', howen :r, 
cluckcl tlH·lll and fou nd a :-afr· rctn•:it in a wood 11c:1 r 
tli <· n•:: id t·1 1<·t· qf .J l'rc111 ia h Cooper, ~ad,.: bury , L anc·:i::tr r 
c111111 ty, "h11,.:c· wil" c:1rric·d him \' i<'lual,.: for :t week. Il e 
w:i:: t ll<' ll ftlrni :-hvcl with a ,.:ui t of' .Jeremiah's plai11 
c·luth c:<, and :-< •Ill to one qf t he l ·11cl crgro11ncl "tntion" in 
( 'lH' . ..:tt·r coun ty, wl1c1H·e ht' mad • f.!Ood his c.-;C'npe from 
d:lll _!.!:(' I'. 

I.I ;>; Dl. E Y ( '0.\ TI·~«. 

I Jlor11 :ld mo. C\larch ) :l<I, 17~1 1.-0ic<l Gt h 111 0. ( .111111') =kl, l8."1G.) 

L it1dley 'riatcs, of ~ad:<hury, L :tul'astcr c·o 11 11ty, wa,.; 
mw o f tl1e earli e.-:t of' t hC' ac.:tive aho li tioni,.: t:-;. J-'nf::<e,.:,;­
in ;.! 1110 rc tha n 11nlir1:try i11tc lll·c·Lu:t l abili ty, earnc"t in 
the t·au,.:e of th e ,.:lit\·c, C'o 11 ,.:c·i c11 t iou,; i11 all his pu rpo:,;c~, 

arid a t'lc•:t r :111d forC' ihl c· ,.: pea k.er, he in:--pircd other: 
with t he ,.:a 11 tt· ,.: in<:crit y a nd zeal that adualcd hillt i11 
the a n ti-,:Ja,·cry 1110\·cn1c11l. ' l' hnu,l!h modc.~ t i11 hi,; a ll thi ­
Lion", he wn,- a. lll:tll ada pted by n:tLure lo rule over 
rn cn , a11tl made a n1:1,,lc rly prt•;.;iding ofii <·cr. J le w:u; 
noted fo r his el earne;.;,; of' Lhoug li t, f:Ou ntlne,:: of' judg-
111 c 11 t, and :-- tcacl im'."'S of' ncn ·t', n11d rna rkecl cxeeuti,·e 
ability . llc11 <:e hi s cou 11,.:cl was soug ht in al l mntlcr,; o{' 
c11 tcrpri,-c i11 the co1nmt111 ity in wh i<.:11 he re,,,;i<lcd . By 
Ji i,: 11 c i.i.Elilior ,.: he wa:< ca l led " long-heaclccl." 

H e was 111Jt \·olubl c in speech, bu t being :i elea r 
rcasoll c r, ,·c ry "agaeious, terse an<l a pposit.e in his r e­
mark,.:, he \ras cousidcrc<l a sha rp contcstunt in debn. te, 
and nc\"c r fo iled lo mldu ec irrefragab le a rg un1cnt iu all 

LT~JJLEY COATE.<.: . 
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d iscu:3-:.;ion. u pon moral r for m in wh ich h e folt an acliYe 
i 11 tcn',.;L. nc uo tr d chn ractcrist ic he poi'"es.:!cd wa n 
rc n111r ka l> l astutcn r_.,:..~ in :30 crO~'·<jllCSt i ou in cr nu oppo­
nent :1:; to c li eit :1 11::;wc1 ·con fini ng his own arg ument. 

B c 11j a 111 i11 Jonr:;, the humor ou:; poet who portrayed 
th e clt:1 r11ete ri,.:t ic · of lend i 1w a l>ol it ion i:;ts in nmus i n~ 

rhym es, th u:-: pay,; hi:; compl iments t0 L indley oare· : 

P m y J.intl ll'.'" · don't \'CX one, 
Hy n.,:k inS:' n q11c!'tio n . 

T hnt llll:<wc ro:d, ups,• ts hi:< ow11 1:1id c ; 
'1'i!I \'cry Jll' r11lc xins:-, 
And :<hnmcfully , ·c:>.ini.:. 

For one's sci f to pro\'c h e hn« )i,•tl: 
'1~is, Fri ~ud Couccs ~ 

For un c 's self t o 111·0,·c h e hns lied . 

H e 11':1:' o ppo::r d to a rn r ice. and t·1msidcred it one of 
lite 0·1·ca te_.:L e \·i l · i11:: tin·a t in rr 111c11 to im[JO~e one u11ou 

0 .:::> 0 

a nothc r. 
• ' Ja ,·cs came lo hi pince from i\forylnncl nud con­

t. ig uo us . 'la te.', from D a niel ibbon', T hon1 as \\'hit~on 
a nd oLh ' r:=:, and we re taken to Jame· \\-ill ia m:;. J o::cp h 
Ful ton, l\lo nle~1 i Hayes, Ern rno r Ki111 bc r a nd to other 
s tatio n:;, u · >'ccmcd be.st, a ccordi ng to e ircum:;t:rn ccs ur 
ex igence· a t t he t ime. 0 1110 wh o we re ,·cr.r in te lligen t 
we re ti1kc 11 a com; ide ra ble distnn cc and t hen d irected 
how nncl whe re to go. . 0111c ea,l led w ho were >'leer ing 
fo r C:ioncl:t, tnk ing t he N or th Lar :ts their g uide. The c 
would ob t:i iu th e n ames of t he U nderg round Railroad 
ngcn ts a long the r o u tc, and t hen proceed by then1scl ves, 
taktng their o"·n c hances. 

Con nected wi th the va t number :> who p assed t hroug h 
h is h nuJs t he re were ma.ny e xc it in g inciden ts nud uH1·­

r ow escapes, t he pn.rt icula r .s of wh ich a r e n ot n o w r e­
m ember ed. I t wns 1t c ustorn with i h c family to make 
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Ycry few inqu ir ies hc_ron<l what they fo lt needful to 
satisfy them;.:ch·e." that the appli cant ;-; wtrc bonci fide 
f'uJ!iti\·e:-: from the ~ou th . 

Ext ra, precam iona r_r mea . ..:11re . ..: we re tak en alLC'r the 
Chri:::t ian:t ri ot lo prcn •nt the a rre:"f of au,\" ne_!!rn(';-; 
ahont their pre111i ;.:e . ..:. All who came at that tim(' \\'l'rc 
taken tn the rornfic•ld and ::ec rcted under t lw shncb, as 
L i11<l ley and his wi fo were expec:t ing their house to ii C' 
search •cl b.Y deputized ofti<-i:tl: whri were th ('n sc·out in~ 
th<' <"Ou n t ry, ;.:carcl1ing the house,- of' abolitionists to !'l'C 
if negroc: wcr(' in lhern , and arrc.-:ting C\"Cry co lored 
per,;on upo11 wh"m th('y ("n11ld in nny way cast a g lim­
mer of suspiciou of having been c·onnceted with the 
t ragedy at Chr i;.:tinna. 

In a fow day:; ;;ix or ;.:e \"en of I hcse "specia l Mnf'ta ­
hlc,-," or per;.:ons rcprc,..:(• nt.inl! tl1cmsC'h·c;.: as SllC'h , c·au ic 
during the a h,-c> 11 tr of' L i11dl ey and hi: :;on S i111111 011s 
(Born l\fa rc·h :il11 , 1K:2 l.- D icd Oc·t<Jbcr '.ld, I, 1):2,) anci 
exa mi ned c\·er.r apa rt1ne11 t of the h<1 11se f'rn11 1 t·e lla r to 
garret, noLwith;;taucl irr g they were told hy thr \l:Olll Cn 

that. 11 0 co lorcrl pc 1~<> 11s were i11 it. 
Tsaac • lack, n. carpenter, who \\'H!' t he11 work ing a t the 

barn , heard that thc:;c mc11 were at Lhc hon>:c. He 
went the re im mediately, hut t hey had fin i"hcd t hci I' 
sea rch. H e asked if they had :L \\'a rra nt. T hey i·c­
plied they had not. Incensed nt. the out rngc of ·their 
going ~h rough the hcnr:<>e i11 that man~cr wit hout lega l 
authon ty he told them rn rnost crnphatre lang uage that 
had he kn own iu the begin ning of th eir being on the 
p remi:cs he would have preventccl t heir unlawful sea rch. 

A colored g irl Ji ying at t hat t ime wi th 8 i111mons and 
E mrneli ne Coa,tc;; who occ-upiecl :i part. of the hou:oe, was 
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engaged to be ma rried to one of the sl:wes whom Gor­
>: ueh wn:-; afte r. H e made h i c. cape to T oronto, 
Cauadn, and wrote to the <rirl to meet him there. 

On th e n ig ht of the tragedy. :-;immon:: to ld her n11d 
an oihe1· colored gi rl li,·in!! in t he hou::c. to go to the 
cornfie ld nud remain under the shock:-: till moruing, a. 
it w11;.: not improbable tha t their ho11::e mig ht be ,cnrch­
ec l. They did ;.:o, 11nd as ;.:oon a: practi tnb le ::ta rt ed 
fi1r T oronto, where t hC' nAinnecd C'oupl c met and were 
111:1 r ricd. 

A I though dcprccati ng the condition of 1 he cn:' ln ,·cd 
neg roe:; wh of'c den re::t ri~h ts were wi t held from them 
Li ndley Contes nC\' Cr encouraged :::ecret me:111, LO entice 
them to le:w e I hci r m:t.'.' ters. But \1·hcn they had left . 
nnd ;.:ought nid 11t his hnncls in thei r effor t to be free, ho 
ai-sistcd t hem with all hi ;.: came; tnc,;.s and nbil iry a- he 
cl:li mccl Lo he t.hc dut..v of a, Cliri..:tinn iu hchnlf of : L 

hrot her jn need. 
From D eborah . '., widow of L ind ley Coa te!', the 

ed itors of thi. historr luwe rccciYcd the fo llowi ng 
skct,ch, which appea red in :t u 11 11 t i-!<lascry ucw:::p:tpe r n, 

fow day. after h i:; dea th : 
"Under our ob ituary head t hi:; week n denth is re­

corded wh ich c:all::: for ;.:ou1cth iug more t h:iu :1 p:t"s i n~ 

notice. L ind ley Coa te:-:. of L:tnt:t:::tcr count.\", P eunsyl­
ya nia, whose death on the :)cl iust., i;.: there nnuouuced, 
was no common mn n. and Ii i,; pnst relations to the ca use 
were such as to make his departure from our mid,- t no 
ordi nary occu rrence. H e \\'a: ouc of the ea rl iest, ah lc$t 
and mo:;t <levotccl fr iends of freedom of the tatc of 
P ennsylva nia. H e a ided in form ing the Clarksou Auti­
Slavcry A ssocia t.ion before the A merican · 'ociety had 
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an cxi:>tl'ncc and was an tHh-ocatc of i111m ·diatc c111anc: i­
pnt iou wlw n the name of \\.illia111 Ll oyd :arr i::on wm; 
comparnti\·cly li ttle kn own. 1 le wa,; a man of g rea t 
·implicity of character and of inflexible nior:d h1>1H•:-ty, 
and wa:: endowed with a mi nd of un11::11:d \·i~or and o f' 
the stri etc .. .:L lo: .. !ic.:a I accu rney . On a 11 the grl'a t q 111•,.:t iow; 
of the d ay hi:; \·iew:; were clear and rlL·l'id t:d. If (' wa:; 
qu iek. Lo sec :rnd prompt Lo embrace the truth, and fi.:w 
had mo re ,:k il l than he in dclcc.:ting and cxpo!'i11~ the 
ful lacic." of error . Though not, a 1111111 of lihernl cdu c.:a­
t ion , he was 111oderatcly well read a nd more t.han co m­
monl y well in fo rmed; :inc.I, a lthough nut a fluent s pcake1-, 
his h ig h orde r of rca::oning powers g:L\'C hirn a : trcn~t h 

in debate which made hi 111 a fimnid:1lile opponent a nd 
sceurcd fo r him an Cll\·iabl '3 di::tincLion among t he earl y 
champion::; of the anti-"l:l\"cry cau,.:e. Hi: reputation 
was not confined to P cn n:;yh ·ania; he wa" known and 
:tpprcciatcd by the friend:; of the eau"c th rougltou t a l I 
t he country. 

" Iu J 8.J-0, when the new organizat ion i'thi::1n too k pla<·e 
at l\ cw Y ork, lie was ch o!'cn pre::i dcn t Clf' the A 11 1t•ri ta n 
Anti-. ' l:w cry. 'oeicty, and fill ed , creditab ly a nd !':tti!'litc­
torily, the dut ie:; of' that oftice Lill , upon his re"ig uation , 
\Vi l liam Lloyd G arr ison, it:; presen t, in cumbent., was ap­
p oin ted Lo la kc h is place. For Lhc last fow yeitri', uwi ng 
to ill h ea lth, he has take;n but litile pa r t in Lhe ant.i ­
s lavery confli ct ; but !tis heart beat t rue to I he <.:a use. 

"If he was le:-::; c:ou{idcnt nnd niore app relt cn,;in: af' fq 
immediate result::;, it, wa: bccau,:c ui:;case had in1p:1 ircd 
his na tural lwpcfu ln es:; ; hi:; principl e::; had undc 1·goue 
n o clwuge and his faith in the ir final t r iu111ph " knew 
no shadow of turning ." 
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" H <' cliccl a ::: he had li\·cd, a tru e friend of freedom . 
ancl h i~ 11nmc will he prcserYed i11 the histor:· of the 
:rn t i-!'la\·cry cnte rpri .::c n::: on e of it.:: ablc;:;t and most 
wor th y champion::." 

Lindley ontei' W:ti' a me mhcr of the on>'tituti on:tl 
'01l\"cn t io11 o f 1 :n , and made the m ost s treu uou ef­

for t::; to prc \·cnt t h in :=:c r t ion of the wo rcl ' white" into 
th e org anic law of t he State of I cnn yl\":t nia, whereby 
th e sufl'rngc wn:-; r e,;t ri cted to member>' of the aucn::iau 
raee. 'J'ho111:1:: },nrlc and Thaddeus. ' tc\·c11", also promi­

nen t m <' mhcr:: of' the co1wc11tio11. wo rked hard 11g:1i11 ·t 
this change, bu t all withou t a\"ai l.. 

.1 0. H U A 13R l~T0); .. 

( n o r 11 F cbr11 nry 2. th , 1 ' 11.) 

The houi'c of J 1),.:hu:i Brinton , :iii bury. Lnnca ter 
coun ty , wa: n ot on any of t he direct rout e:-: . and wa ' 
the re fore n ot one of t he r egular tntion!' . Y et ns he wn::; 
well known fo r hi. k ind11e "', and his sym pathy fo r t h 
con diLion of t he colo red race, fog iti\·cs wc r fr q uently 
directed to his place whic h wa ·ca lled by mnny " a home 
for co lored p eop le ." 

Ile o ften hired t hof'c whom h e strong ly "11:::pected to 
lm\"e come from t he Sou t h. But whe n h e ·nw they wer e 
110L d i::: pm;ecl to ta lk mu ch in re foren cc to thcmsel.\·e~, he 
clec111ccl it he;; t to kn ow as l ittle n · possib le of the ir hi -
to ry.. He directed m:my to safe places whe re they 
fo und employ ment.. They had impli cit confiden ce in all 
he. iiid a nd did for t hem , nod that confidence was not 
misplaced . 



CHAPTER VCI. 
.JosE1•11 Ft:1 .Tos.-Jncid (• 11l'1.-A-.•i-1 ~ \\' h·C'~ c,r l'nrk<·r n11 <1 Pink nc·y.­
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<lcnts.- \\'i lliu111 Hrwr ,\ ~~is l :. i11 Cnpl 11ri11i.: n 8111\'l' n t ;\ln.-..h Ch 11111 -

bc rll1i11''1.-All1tAllAll lloS,..AJ.1 •. -El i~l111 'l'y'1011.- TllOl lM• llOSr'.\ 1.1.. 

i' l ccli ng o f Alwlit io11is ts.-ClnrkH011 ,\11t i-Hln\'cry Soi:icty f\1rn11:d . 

- Jn c i<l c nls.-;\Jnrrini.:c lo S usnn P . .Jo hnHon . 

J O. ' EPH FULTO);. 

( Born Scco11<l 1110. :?ti, liS2-Dicd Fo urth 1110. I Ith , ls;\'.!.) 

Joseph Fulton, of. 'acl:-:hury town!'hip, 'hcster county, 
began his anti-:.:Jaxery lahm·:; in the days of Benjamin 
L undy. H e was an enthu. ia: ti c admirer of Lundy 
and a constant render of his pnper, The Genin9 of 
Univm·sal Emancipation. • o nrdenL wns he in the cause 
t hat he subscribed for nil the nnti-:<laYer,Y papers, nud 

refu ·ed to give his patronage to the poli tica l papers of 
other parties "because," as he :<aid, "lhey teared to 
speak out again:<t t he crying sin of the nat ion." 

S laves came to his place chiefl y through the h:rntls of 
Thomas Whi tson, Li ndley Coates, and Dan iel G ibbons, 
and were sent to the P ierces and F ul tuns, at E rcildoun 

' and to others. 
They generall y came between dusk and 10 o'clock at 

night. It was the policy of Joseph's fam ily to a ·k but 
fow questions, but to give them supper and comfortable 
lodging, either at the house or the ham. 

A fam ily of seven came from Daniel G ibbons. 
Among them was a fine little g i d named Julia, six 
year:; of age, whom J oseph's fa mily took qu ite a liking 
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l · 1 l · I t Tl1e other- '"ere lo, n ncl \:ept 1111t 1 "1C wa~ e1g \ CCU. 

pa:;:,:ecl on by way of Erci ldou n. 
A big, st rong . rc··o lutc, and rather rough man cnn~e 

at one time. U c had :rn imp lacahlc hatred for IHs 
mas ter, and would s l cp nowhere except in the garret, 
with : \I\ axe nea r his hand: he clecl:irccl ·' if mnrscr camc 
he wou ld knock hi:-: brain. out." H e w:1 - :1 YindictiYe 
s pct irncll of l1111nnnity , bu t wa.:; prohahly made so by 
f he inju:< tice a lld (' ru c lt y lh:1t he hncl uffored . 

The nn ct111e11 L of t he F ug it i\'C. ' Jaye Lnw, in 1 50 
made it doubly im pcrati,·c upon the Fulton family to 
be cnutiou in the ir proceedings, as their place, with 
tho:;e of mally other :rnti-.:;iaYe ry peo ple, wa.:; c losely 
watched by those who would hn,·e !!laclly. ecll the talons 
of t. hc law fixed in c,·cn· aboli tin nist. ~\.::idc from the.-::c 
there wns n gang of ncgro-informc r", headed by a wcll­
k nown chnrncter n cn r th e "Gnp," who ·cou rcd the 
cou n try with Argus eye and Bri:nen n arm:.:, r eady to 
seize upon any fogiti ,·e and remand him to the chniw 
of a lifo- loug slnxcry. 

In the mid ·t of th is dangerous cnyironment, wheu nil 
was excitement in consequence of thi::; r ecently pnS-:'ed 
Ja.w, a :;lave man came to Joseph Fulton ':; hou::;c and 
was h idden under the hay in one of their bnrns for 
nearly a week befo re they felt it ::;afc for him to yen ture 
on the roads . J oseph 's daughter , l\Iary Ann, cnrried 
food to him after dark. he was afraid to spcnk , Jest 
some one might b e lurking around and hear. A.tl:cr 
tapping three times on the partition, she left n basket of 
food fo r him, euough to Inst un t il ucxt eycuing, and r e­
turned. Before his lenv ing she drew him a chart of the 
route to Binghampton, N. Y., and gave him a com1x1ss, 
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with directions to traYcl only at n ight. Som time nf­
tcnrnrd 8hc received a letter from h im stating- tha t he 
had arri ,·e<l there and had fou nd crnpl oym ·nt. 

About. 7 o'clock on the morning af'ter the ('hri:<ti:111a 
r io t lwo women, one carryin)! a ehild , ca lled at the door , 
much excited and in g reat c.listre:<s, and a:-:kccl if " !"O lllC­
t hing could not he done fo r them ; the.' · clidn 't kn ow 
what to d o, n or wh ere to go to." 0 11 h eing a;.:k ed who 
t hey were, th ey repl ied t hey we re the wi ,·es of P11 rk t• 1· 
and Pink ney : t hat they had got n.way from t hci r ma: ­
tc r: the afte rnoon before, a ucl were eucleavorin~ lo e:­
capc to some p lace of safoty. A. 80011 a!' it was da rk 
in the c,·eni ng they star ted out, but getting bewilde red 
they had wa ndered about a ll night, wh ile the home they 
l e~ was but lfrc miles distant. They were :t!'kecl wh y 
they ca me there, nnd repl ied that on the road they it;­
quired who lived at that house, and wht'n told, t hey 
thought tlt ey would harn fr iend;; the re who would do 
someth ing fo r them. :;\[ary Ann, with :t won1:1 n'8 s~·m­

pathy nod t hat insp iration and impulse that eo111c in the 
hou r of need, took the case into he r own h:111ds at once , 
and ordered "Julia" to run out the ca rriage while ::ilic 
wen t to the fi eld to ask her b rother fo r one of thci r 
fleetest young horses. 

" \ Vhat for "?" he asked . 
S he told hi m. H e remons t rated wi t.h her aga i11 ::it 

such a dangerou. adventure, and r efused he r t he hor ·c, 
sa,ying she would have a ll their property confiscated. 
But she p ersisted, and would not be put off'. H e to ld 
her then she mig ht take "old blind Nance," thinking 
possibly she would not risk going with her. B ut she 
did. Aud when ready to start, the question arose in her 
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mind, \ \'he re shall T tnke t hem ? .~he thoughr of ~omc 
pcr;:on:-; 11ra r Ca ln Friend:;· )[eeting-hou:::c who were 
w:rnt i1w he lp, and went there. thinking :::he could secu re 
p lace5 ~fo r them until the ofiiccrs h:id left: their 
neirrhhor hood. But all in Yain. E,·c ry one :;he 
rn lled upon refused to take them. E,·cninfr now rnmc 

0 11 ; and :1,: t hey dro,·e th rough :1 wood, t h r d :1rk ne~ of 
npp ro:1 t hi11g n ight, with the ir want of ::'llC('C:':3 thu · for , 
began to b ring a :;had of µ- loorn OYe r tlll'ir ;:pirit;:, nml 

t he ,· ha l lcd to con,: id er what they !"hou Id do ncx.t. 
\\'l;ile t lrn :-; d e lilw rati ng in ;:ilcu ce. the~· ,:aw a littl l' c·ol­

o rcd w1>111:111 to111 i11g toward the m. t:trryinµ- n tub 0 11 her 
head. ) f:t rr An n asked he r some qm•,:tion!" :ind 1hen 
began to c~q;bi n t hei r :;it uation , wht'n the eolo recl wom:rn 
interru pt ed he r by :<:tying, "You n ed uot tell me. I 
Juiow:;, I know::; nll about it. I'Ye helped in 111:111y a 
scrape t,hi:-:. ,Ju ·t driyc clown the h ill the re, y ou ·ll sec 
m y hou:::e. .J u::;t go in au· set t hem down ; I'll be bnck 
in. a little bit." 'J'hcy tl icl m; she di reeled . \\' hat thi:; 
li ttl e colored won1a n cl itl " ·ith them, we h:tYC 11l)t been 
able to lii1d ou t. T he l:t.:::t a ccount r ccci,·cd of t hem 
wa::i, t h:tt t,hey hatl go t. lo Edwin H. Co:1tcs, who took 
the m t.o T h omas Hopkins, and he cottY<'yed the m t o 
N orris t.owu 011 t.hc eve of t he Go,·c rnor 's e lect ion. They 
we re t he n p laced 011 boa rd t he car~ a t B ri dge por t, in 
care of l3cnj :imin .John::;on, co lor ·d, who :1ccompan ied 
t hem to Uanatl:t whc rn they joinctl t he ir hu:;baud ·. Po­
li t ical cxeitc rncnt being inten ·e t hat e \·euing in K o rris­
town, t hei r c::;capc was effected withou t muc h sus pieiou . 

T he ed itor::; lrnve r eceived t he fol lowing adclit io11:1l 
r em in iscences from n. sou of J oseph Fu I tou: 

"Among my rccollcctiou::; of fa t he r's counect.iou with 
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the Underg round Railroad, the cai;:e of a mother nnd 
her four daughter:<, slfl\·es of a man named H :t II , of )fory­
land, i , I t hink , worthy of mention. The mother and 
child ren were a lmost \\·bite. They ran away to e:< <.:ape 
sale nnd were b rought to my fath er ':; pl ace hy Lindi y 
Coates. A.: soon a · t he woman :<aw fat her :-:he recog­
nized him, havi ng seen him a t her maste r ':-: in Maryland , 
he ha,·ing been empl oyed by Hall to build a barn. The 
woman, as migh t be expected, w:t · much p leased to !'CC 

him, knowing hi m to be n. fri end. I t not being sa fo fo r 
t hem to remain at. father 's, he directed me lo lake thc111 
at nigh t to the house of widow Mar:;h of 'nln. J hesi­
tated to do so, knowing the seYeri ty of the law, hut 
father 's answer was : " \Ve' IL risk it.' I arri,·ccl nt my 
desti nation about tweh·e o'clock at n ight. The widow 
:Marsh took them, tho same night, to ~Iicajah , ' pc11k­
ma n': ; thence they made their way to Canadn. 

"An other fam il y were brought to fi1th cr's pince under 
a. load of corn-fodder in broad daylight. They were 
forwarded nor th that night. After t he Chri: tinna l'iot 

. ' 
father , heltere<l a, g reat many, one of whom wa. secreted 

in the barn." * * * 
MOSE ' WITITSO).T. 

(Born 8th m o. (A11i;:us l) 24th , l78!l.- Dicd 2d m o. ( Fe b.) J.lth, 18.53.) 

Moses "\Vhitson, Sadsbury, Chester county, was in 
sympathy with the U nderg round Rai lroad management, 
and gn.ve assistance when it was practicable for him to 
do so. B eing a surveyor nnd civ il eng ineer , of \\·hom 
there were few then in his sect ion, he wns from home 
much of the t ime. H ence his place could not conveni­
ently nor with safety be made a station. He frequently 

employed fug itives. 

U~DEHGHOU~D HAILRO.\D. 

A y<ntng- man , nnmed H enry Jlnrri::. Ji,·ecl with him 
:-:e,·cr:tl r ear:', w:t:' nn excell ent ha nd nnd t ru:::two rth~· . 

\\' hilc :;t work in the whea t-fi eld one dny clurin~ the 
nb:<cn<.:c of' )Cose:> "\Y hit:'OD, hi,- maste r and ma$fcr's 
brother-in-law, nccornp:rnied b_,. the con:'t:thle of ~nds­

hur r , <.:nme suddenly upon him, caup-ht and h:rncl cuflcd 
him. while th e 11111:> tc r held two pistols poin ted at. him, 
bore J1i111 to P cn n i nglo1n·i 11 , pl need hi 111 011 t he en rs, 
took hi111 ns f:tr :l:' Downin~town , nnd then('C to "\\· e::t 
'hc,;ler hr :< tngc. Another m:1n, who wa,; at work i11 

th e fi e ld, ;·:111 to the hnu,:c a nd l!:l\'C the :d11rn1. :;'l[o,-c:;' 
wifo ck :< p:ttehcd :1 111c:-:'Cl1 1.!<'r for him immccliatcly then 
nt n to t he li clcl ju:;t :t." t hey were t:1ki ng [ fonry :1wn_y. 
, he n:-: kecl if they expected to take him without pru,· ing 
t haL he wa:: th eir p roper ty. The ma:'te r said he would 
take him to " · est C he:<te r, pro,·e him to be his. nncl 
t hen tnke him home with him. he foll owed them to 
P enn ing ton\'ille in the hope of detainin!! them until 
l\Io. c anh·ecl. A s soou n:< he rec iYccl in formation he 
and C11 Jcb B rint on , o f Pequea, LnnC'n:;tc r county, wcut 
to Pcnning ton\'ille ; but too lute to sec them. B eing on 
horseback they rode r npid ly to "\Vest he:<ter , rcaehing 
there just nft~r the pnrty hnd nrri ,·ed a t the "\\' hitc 
H [tlJ hotel. Mo:es wn not ..:nt is fi ed ""i t h t he proof t hey 
gave, as H enry said he did n ot kn ow th e men. He 
consul ted n. hmyer nncl h ad Henry dctain ccl until t he 
master could furni sh snt ifac tory proof "\Vith t he menus 
of con veynncc th en furni:-:h ecl throughout t he outh, 

this required n, month. 
The sh ve was then confined in jail in h enyy irons. 

Moses v isited him while in prison. He then nclrnowl­
edcred thn,t one of th e men was his rnns ter, nnd that h e 

0 
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had been betrayed h y pcr,.:ons of hi :-: own color who pc r­
t-madccl him lo ~'' lo a colo red 11 1a11 who profo:;sed Lo te ll 
J'o r l u 11 " . T h i,.; fo rtum•-l •lie r told him if' he would tel l 
hi ,.: 111:1,.:tcr ' ,.; name, hi:: own 11am • wht>n in ,.:la,·<> ry, a nd 
whe re he c·amc from, ht• would put a ,.; pel l u po11 hi ,.; ma:-1-
t c r !"o t hat. he cou ldn ' t. touch h im if' he d id ,.:cc him. 
F'o r t.h i:; hlc.-<,.:cd i111mu 11 it y l lc-nry pa id hi m ten doll:11-:-; . 
The 111:111 11 f " ra re ~ i f'L " thc·n wrnll' Lo t he tll:t:<ter tell­
ing where l fonry wa,.;. Jn a ,.:hor L Lint • t he re hur,;t 
upon h i1t1 t he :-ad rea li za t ion t hat fo r- not thirty, hu t 
ten pi •cc:; of' sih·<' r , he had h •en hel rayed by this c:olor­
ecl J ud as in lo th~ ha 11 cb of h is maste r , to he carried 
back to his fo rn1e r ho111c, nnd i11 a ll prnhahili ty to Hu llCt­
t hc fate o f t he majo ri Ly of rcmnntlcd Hla yc.-;-to be 

" 1Julll lo go Jar South." 
j 11 abou t a mont h t he ma:-:ter ret urned , b ring ing wi t h 

h in1 a num ber o f' wit11e:-::e: who JH"o ,·ed H en ry lo be hi:; 
p ro pe r ly. .:'l l m·e.'i \ Vhit ,.:on was pre,.:c·11 L a t the exam ina­

t ion . l Ce otte red lo hu ~- J I en r)·, but t he maste r wou Id 
not :;ell hin1; :-ayi ng that " when he lost J ack" ( which 
wa,.; H en ry's s la ,·c n:unc) " he lo,.:L his best nigger." 

J 11 a fow wccl's t he:-:e s~111 1 c ntcn retu rned to la ke a n­
othe r fu cr iti \"C: fro m the same neig h borhood . The owner, 

b 

0 11 thi :; yisi t, t.oltl Li nd ley Coa te:;, he had sold H enry Lo 
a 11l:l1J in K a tchcz, for S J , 00. 

J\ co lored woma n rntme<l Elizabet h was sent by 
J )an iel Gi bhun: Lo l\ l oses Whit:;on ':-:. .J: ced ing help i11 
t he house a t t hat t ime, t hey c 111 ploycd her. H er 111:1:,;tc r 

reeciYc<l infor mat ion of whe re :-:he was, and laking a 
ma n wi t h hi 111 in :t t wo-hor:;e wagon sta r ted out fo r hi:; 

property . They a r r i,·cd :~L M ou n t Ven _wu ta ve rn, ~an­

ca:;ter cuuoty , in the e \·e11111g uncl re111mued O\"CI' mgh L. 

- - - - ----------~-
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Early in the mo rning they went to ) foses \\~hitson's, cn­

lerecl i hc k ilchc n , ~eizecl ti ic woma n , t esti fi ed to her b e­
long ing to one o f t he men . and took her wich them to 
Lite fnyc r n . Then o rd c ri n!! 1 heir hreakfas t, they snt 
d own to it with a hea rty 1':'cli:;h and cheerful sereni ty 
afte r t he morni 11 ~':; triu m ph. B enj amin \\-hipper, n. 
colo red 111:111 li,· in!! wi th \\"h it on s a w the t ra n~nct ion, 

• J ' 

and wi t hout :1 m o men t':-: d c Ja,· notified \\' illi:11u Parke r 
a nd othe r colored people in . t he n e ig hborhood who nt 
on ce :1 :-~ern hied a nd d e yi,.:cd lllean,.: fo r he r rc:;cue. F ou r 

o r Ii Ye o f' t he m en con cealed t hemseh ·e:; by the roadside 
belo w t he t11,·e rn , wh il e \\"hippe r watched t he d epartu re 
of th e :; l:1\"c-huu ter~. a nd t hen. moun ted on a 11:/iile horse 
of \\'hi tson · ~ , rnd behind t he wagon con ta ining the 
woma n, t o d esig nale it from ot her wngous. ..':\.s soon us 
the p m·Ly 11ppronched th "C m en t hey bouuded lik e lion 
from t he ir eo,·cr t, ·cized t he h o1-:::es a nd turned them in 
the road. 'l'h c s lnveho ld cr drew his p i:;to l, bu t befor e 
h e cou ld fi re, one of tho co lored m n ·t ruc k him u pon 
t he arm, brenki ug i t. The othcl' m:in fi r ed, but w ithou t 
cflcct. The ocgroe t hen foll 11po11 t he " l:w c-eatchera, 
p um melled t he m sc\ ·e re ly , and t heu let them p 1·oeced on 
tlt ei r way to r e fleet that fu g i t i ,.e s in ,·e:; a re da nger ous 
people for n cgro h un ters to encoun te r in a F ree 'tnle 
\\·bile in the attempt to carry on e of the ir number back 
to the cond it io11 o f chattel prop er ty. 

N ot t h inkiug i t safo to r eturn the woman to l\Ioscs 
\ Vh iu on 's , s he wa. taken to one of the n eig hbor, nnd 
then ce sen t t o Bmmor Kimbel' wi t h whom she Jiyed 
t wo yea rs. 

Son ic s l:ivcs belong ing to n. wid ow in E lktou, ~Id., 
ra n u.way, and com iug in to L ancaster county, one lured 

E 
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with ~for,;h C ha mberlain , ne11 r t he G11 p. The widow 
ma rri cl , a nd her hur-:hancl at once inr-:t ituted Fenrc.; h fo r 
t he nhr-:conded p roperly , a nd ach ·er tir-:ed them in the 

11e,,·spape rr-:. \\"m. Bae:r, of th :i.t ::cction, wh o. e bent. of 
mind was k nown to be in the inlcre,;L of : lit,· •holder-,;, 
a nd who was not k nown lo rcjc<.:L emoluments offorcd fo r 
r e turn ing . la ,·cs, saw that ti re de.~c ription of one of the 
fu g it. i,·es coincided with tha t of the man at ' hnn~bcr­

lnin 's. H e co rresponded wi th the hus ba nd whu ofl crecl 
S:lOO fo r the co lo red man's return . l~ne r with ~wo 

ot hers wen t lo t he house of Ch nm bcrln111 one c~·cn111g 

afler clu!-'k , kn ocked nL t he doo r of the basement k1lchcn, 
ente red , a ncl :;eeing t he mnn, made a n ons la11g~t u pon 
hi m a t. on ce lo ::ecurc h i:; n r rcst before he cou ld 1·c:;1 t. H e, 
h owcYe r, ma de a Yigurous effo rt to rcpul:e them 11 n c~ e ·. 

bu t w·i · 0 ,·e riw wcred kn ocked cl own, bad ly bru ised 
cape, , ' . · l i· ·I . 
:ind cu t about t he head nnd h11d h r;; nnk e c rs ocnted . 
Du ring the 111e lee the lig h t wns put ou t, nn_d t hey con­
ti n ued the sl ruµ-g le in the da rk. Chnmherl ~ 111 wa: a w_ay, 
t he othe r member;; of tlte fami ly were up-r-: t:u r~, h_ut be111g 
frig h tenerl by t he sudden commot ion, m~d know111g they 
could <l o n othi ng to rescue hi m, they d id. not go. down. 
H e was_bound, ca rried Lo n w11gon :u1cld r1,·en oft .. T he 

1 I (.1 fl owed so free] v from his wounds, t hat hy it the 
)~0 J p . 

pnr ty wns t rack ed nex t morning t hr ough ennr~gton-

v ille, Ru~seh· ifle an<l to E lkton. As the 1111111_ " ns so 
bad ly inj u red, t he hu: b1111cl refu sed _to p:t~ t he sti pul i:t~d 
. · ·d H succeed ed howeYer , 111 sell111g the neo i o, 

i e" 11.1 • e ' · f t i t fl I 
a nd Baer recei\·ed h i. por t ion of the pn ce 0 111 cs 1 

and b lood h e hnd so ing loriously r enrnoded b11ck to the 

sad an d weary li fe of a chattel laborer. . 
The cons tern ation and shock of the occasion so pr os-
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trntecl 'hnmber lnin ' wi fe tha t it wn. a long whi le before 
~he recoYerecl from it. 

As ~oou a info rmnt ion of the a ffair wn repor ted in 
the neig hborhood, i\Ioscs \\"hi t::;on, • amuel \\"hitson, 
, ':1111uel B rin ton, J ohn Cn. io nncl D1·. _\ ug ustu \ Y . 

'a io, held n p ri nite meet ing a t t he house of Lind ley 
'ontcs to con,, ider t he propri ety of tak ing :::ome act ion 

in reference lo t he case. T hey belie,·ecl thnt the ma n-
ner in which the ma n w11- taken would be clea r ly 
d efin ed hy Jim as kidnapping . , 'nm uel \\' hi1 ·on nnd 
Dr. 'ain were appointed n. committee to ,·i::; it E lk ton, 
ascer tain Lhe part ieul :1 rs of t he case, nnd if u Hieicu t 
CYi<lence coul d be adduced to comm.it Baer, t hey woul d 
com mence pro:-:ecution aga inst h im. On consult ing 
Lawyer En d e of tha t pl ace, he told them n othing could 
be done ns th e shn·e had been d eli,·ered to his lcgnl 
master, a lthoug h he adm itted the man was not arrested 
p recisely a ccord inrr to lnw. 

T hrea ts were 1;'ow made tha t t he ba rn of F:amuel 
\Vhi tson, L iud ley 'ontes, mid Dr. C:nin would be 
burned. The two fo rmer fell a sa cri fi ce to the flnmcs, 
but whether in consequence of the thrent or n ot wns 
n ever 11s cer tnined. Dr. Cain k ept a g un rd a rouud his 
bnru fo r two 1110u ths and it e; caped . 

A B H A.IIA.1'1 B01'SALL. 

(Do rn l iG-J.- Dic d 18 10.) 

A bout the yenr 1805, J ohn Clark, 11 fug itive, hired 
with A bra ham Bonsa ll, theu Jiving on the for m n ow oc­
cupied by B enja min J ohnson , in East Bradford. \\Thile 
in \Vest Chester one day he beca me intox icated, a nd 
was a rrested by Constable Thomas Mason und lodged in 
j ail. His owner at tha t time being in the n eighborhood 
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in f-learrh of him, heard of hi: a1Tc.::;t, proceeded to the 

)·ail idcntificcl him an<l wa,.: :lhout tak ing l c~:tl men~11rct 
. ' 
to re mo\·e him, wh •n he deliberately wa lk ' d up to h is 
·oal whic h waf-1 han~ing in hi::; c:c ll , d re w fn1m it a razor 

and cul hi :; throat, rathe r t.han be rctul'llcd to his re­
Yol t,i ng c:x pcric ncc i 11 ,.:la ,·c ry. 

T he owner of a f'ug iti,·e s la,·c ~irl liYi ng with . \.bra­
ltam J3011!":t ll cam· thcr •one day and seeing he r, at, once 
i•J c11 t,ificd he r nnd prnc:ec<led lo carry her o f!'. , ' he rnn 
to A hrahan1's wifo 1\Jary , an d wi t h piteous c ries and 
:creams c:lu ng to he r, but w:ls for c:i b I y d rnggecl from he r 
s icle ancl borne away. 'i\fary ':; sympathy for t he poor 
gi rl , :rn<l the roug h manne r in which s he wu~ ta ken p1·0-
duc:cd a ~hock upon her ne rvous sy::tcm from whic:h she 

ne,·er recovered . 
During and suli::equent to t he year 1810 Efo~Jm 

Tyson , of Baltimore, ~ fcl. , forwarded colored people to 

. J acob Lind ley, near Anmdale, C hestc1· ('0\lllly. H e 

scu t, t hem to P hi lip P ri ce, Ea: t, Bradford, north of 
"troclc 's mill , and he to A bmm Hon~all , who by thi: 

t ime hncl rcmo,·ed nca r lo V:dley c:reek bridge, on the 
P eonsy h ·ania. H a il road. A b ram f-len t t hem lo Jsa iah 
K irk, n ear P ug htown, o r to Enoch \ Va lk.or 's at .Moore 
Hall :i\ [ill , cast of Va.lley F orge. 

THO'.\l AS J30)>SA LL. 

(ilorn li!l7.-Dicd 18S2.) 

Thomas B onf'n ll , son of Abra ham , settled OD a. pro­

per ty n ear \Vngontown , in \Vest Cnln , s ince owned by 
Steele, \\ror th and G ibbons. Fugiti,·es werc frequently 

sent to him by Daniel G ibbons, with a p iece of paper 

GOn taiDing hi: n ame. Pro-slnxery men in the n eighbor­

hood were never approach ed by the fugitives, but they 
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knew \rh o Thoma wns. and thnt his pince was one of 

the :tation::; 0 11 th~ road. They frequently nsk ed : "How 

is it t hat, fugiliYe:; ne,·c r come to us :tnd tell of t heir 

ru nni ng away, but somehow they alw:'ly:; g:er to y ou 
abolitionis t· ?" " Oh."' Thoma:; replied, " I suppose we 
look nt them diflerc-ntly." H e Ji,·cd OD thi::: form thirty­
three ven1·s llu r inrr t he whole of whic:h j)Criorl he W:lS 

• ' 0 

a n active :t••en t but kc 1) t n o no te.:; of the number he 
0 ' 

pn!'::;ed along . His hirctl me n frequently t ried to find if 

nny we re hid d en in th e bnrn , by runnin~ n pitchfork 

into lite h ny and st raw mow,.;, h opi ng to plunge it into 
t he b ody of' :t n cgro. Hut they· we re sufoly placed in 
t he gra nary of h i:: double-deck e r barn, :rnd hi:; d:rn•"hter 
carried t hem food . \Ye ll tlid t he y kuow the :1ppronc.:h 
of her foot~lep::;, nnd t he kind h:u;d that gently tnppcd 
at their door as a signal t hat s he w:i:- the re. Bi1t whe n 
othe r: were about all was quiet . 

Thirteen were secreted in hi:; barn at one ti me during 
t he period of the FugitiYc , ·1ave Lnw when the pro­

slaYery men of t he North \\·e re exa::;pcr:1ted to the h igh­
est p itch of pnEsion 11g11iust t he "detested abolitionis t ·" 
who opposed this ln.w ns antagoni stic.: to humanity, and 
ii bl cm i: h upon th e escutcheon of a re public a:::sumiug 
to he free, a nd to be based u p on lh e p rinciple of equnl 
.rig h ts to mu n. 

The maj or ity uf those who stopp ed a t T homas B on­
sall 's we re passed to J ohu Vick ers, Lio1wille, until 11r'ter 
his death, when they were sent to GrnYncr l\forsh, East 
Caln. 

At ouc time Liudley Coates or Thomas \\ hi tsou 
asked Thomas Bonsall if there could not be some rnenns 
qevised by which the~ could meet together m1d form a 
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society fo r mutua l conf' ullation. A cco rdi ng ly, T homa. 
B onf'a ll , L ind ley Coat~, Thomas \Vlt it!<on, A m11 · :i l­
bcrL a nrl ::'lfof'C': \\"hit:-'on, n1eL in . 'ndf' bu ry i'('hool-hou:-:e, 
j u: t o,·cr the line in J ... :tnC'a:.:ter county. T hey <·ould noL 
recorw ile t hemf'ch ·c.-; to the idea thaL ma n had a ny rig ht 
t u hold ns property hi:-: fo llo\\·-mnn. K or could they 
conf'c ient ious ly sustai n :i law which ga ,·e him this prc­
roga ti ,·e. 

A L Lhis meeti ng 1"110y prepa red a bill to nboli :-<h the 
use of Lhe jail in " ' nshi ngton, D. C., as n sla ve-pen. I t 
wns s ig ned hy L intl lcy Coa tes, n · p rc:;ident of the mcct­
i11g, a ud ~cn t to .fo l111 Qu incy Adams, member of the 
H ouse of H,eprc:-'C' ntat i,·c. .. , ask ing hi m lo prc.-;ent it to 

'ong rC."'8. H e a n. we rcd that he would int rod uce the 
bi ll bu t would noL ach-ocnte it, a,; he thoug ht we oug hL 
not to meddle with the subject. 

Th is mcct in!! wa: fo llowed by others, a nd Yery ::oon n. 
dozen or more nnLi-sla rnry peo ple, among whom were 
A sa \ Val ton, Thomas a nd Eli IInm blcton 1111 cl other:-:, 
assembled a nd held meet ing.~ in a sehoo l-ho11sc where 
H ome vi lle is now : ituatcd, a nd a genera l interest soon 
begnn to extend itse lf: They then fo r111cd a more 
thoroug h organi zation under the na me of Lite Clarkson 
A nli-Slctvery S ociety. 

f:o mc of the fug it ives coming to T homas B onsn. ll's 
wished to h ire with lii rn , "because he was a n a bol it ion­
ist." A ll whom he did empl oy proYcd honest a nd fa ith­
fu l laborers. One mun sen t to him by D aniel G ibbons 
said h is master di ed, nnd a dealer co ming a long pur­
chased him fro m his mist ress for S700, and sta r ted him 
with a dro,·c of others from Norfolk. The men were 
handcuffed, two abreast, to a long rope to prevent their 
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r unning awn.y, nod were thus driYen along, while the 
women a ncl child ren were coil\·eycd in a wn o-ou. T hey 
we re kept thu · uncomfo r tably pinioned together, both 
while the r nte and when they slept. They tra yc1led 
se,·cral w~cks to some pince unknown to him, and here 
he wns old fo r SZ,100. Taking sick hortly afterwards 
he wn left behind unt il the second lot c:n me along , when 
he was sent ou horseback to return to V irg ini:i . H ere 
he ch a nced to sec his wife nod child ren . J oy prang 
up agai n in hi · b oso m, and v ision:; of them fl oated 
hcfo rc his mi nd in sleep. H e wa · permitted to talk and 
be with them, and wa put to wor k a t blacksmithing. 
. oon , h owc,·er, he was ng ni n old, hauclcu flcL1 as before, 
separated from his wi fe and childrcu, placed in :mother 
gang and d ri\·cn ofl: T hey t ra ,·elled sc,·cr:tl days, and 
were t hen p ut in a j a il fo r afc keeping. A free negro 
in there suggc ted to h im that they t ry to escape. H e 
deYi: ed n plnn , a nd told one of the women out.'! id e if she 
would gcL him n knife he would make her a corsct-bonrd. 
I t " ·as forni ·hcd him. \ Yith it he uickec.1 h i- r azor and 
u. eel it to ::aw one of the bars of the prison window 
suffi cient ly deep to cu nblc them to bend and br cnk it, 
a nd the fi ve men esca ped . They t rnYelled by night. I t 
being moonlig ht nnd the freema n able to rend, the others 
h oisted him up to read the d irections on the ha ndboards 
along the wny. A t one t ime he r end a. n ot ice of $1,000 
rewa rd offered for their d etection. T hey came to Y ork 
coun ty, a nd cr ossing the r i,·er a t \ Yrigh tsv ille to 
Columbia were told by a l\Ieth odist to g o d own to Ches­
ter county, t here were Q uakers there. They got to 
D aniel G ibbons, from there to L indley Contes, and 
then ce to Thomas B onsall's who hi.red this man. One 
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of the others hired :t fow miles di. tant; bu t none of 
them would c,·cr rc,·ca l, except to thc::c "agent:;" tha t 
they had c\·er been in slaYcry, lc:t they mig ht be in ­
formed upon. 

'l'wo women from Alnbnma nnrratcd the wrctthcd ancl 
degrading trcalmcnt imposed upon them a11cl othe r,; in 
the rice swamps and cotton plautalions of the far i-;outh . 
During the Ycry busy scaFon in time of coUon picking 
they were compelled to work :tll day, and cluring moon­
ligh t nights until nearl y morning, not being al lowed 
t ime to re.st, nor to eat, but had to c:nny a . mall bag of 
corn around their neck from which they might pick the 
g rains and cat whi le at work, whi le the driycr with his 
whip kept them conti nu ally going to the utmost limit of 
their streng th. The field ha nd:; were kept in a state of 
nudity, and whcu allowed to !-'lccp at 11ig hls they were 
huddled together in a pen; nnd , with ba ll and ehain at­
tached to ea ch to ]JJ'C\·en t their r11nnin~ ofl; were th11:; 
left to li e down and s leep togeth er lik<• :-<o m:1 11y hl'llt n 
beasts. These two wo111cn we re a~..; i ::; tcd by a ::ea t a pt a i 11 

to make their e.->cape. 
T his trentment of s laves i11 the most. 'outheru k laYe 

'tates by some only, we ca11 hope, of the p lanters, mi~ht 
seem iucred iblc to us of' the :1\" orth who " ·ere unacen:­
tome<l to seeing : ueh t reatment of la.bore rs, were the ac­
counts not corroborated by others who were suc:t·c::sf'u l 
en ough to escape from tlmt sect ion. It wns a k 11 owlcdgc 
of th is usage which gayc th e sl:tYCS of the more No rth­
ern , tatcs such a. horror of' heiug " :old to go ~011th." 

The two "·omen and a. boy spoken of in the :tC'eoun t 
of' Jacob Bush ong, who were u1Te:;Led in his house and 
tn.ken to Lancaster county jail from which they es-
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cnp ed, nod throug h Daniel G ibbons nnd oth ers were 
tnken to Thomas B onsn ll 's. were secreted by him unt il 
next night when he took them to J ohn Yiek ers. The 
night bei ng dark, he rode on horscbnck n shor t distance 
in adyan cc of the wagon containing them. This was a 
hazardou r ide, a t heir pursuer:: were searching the 
country around fo r them, ready not only ro fasten ngniu 
upon them the chains of an ig nominiou:; ::erYitude, but 
to fa. ten upon e\·ery abolition ist who nided them the in­
exorable chai n. of the Fug itiYe , [aye Law. But H e 
who aid " "\\hat oc,·er ye do un to the l ca~ t of one of 
these my brethren ye do un to me," seemed to guide 
them th roug h the darkness of nig ht, through the perils 
of oppo:: it ion to th i:: law, and cheered the hea rts of 
thc:;e p ilot· in their mis-ion of Joye and mercy to the 
unfortunate on~ of a race wh ose burden was heavy, 
nod \Yh osc yoke wa g rievous to be borne. 

N ot only were those early nnt i-s lnYcry ach·ocntcs 
reviled by the pro-slayery por tion of t he commuuit.y, 
but abusive epithets were heaped upon their children, 
who, even at school, were ta unted on account of their 
parents being" abolitionists," :1 term they cou tumcl iously 
applied n · a stigma. of r eproa ch and di ·grace. 

"'When the colored peo ple in the Yicinity of 'h ristinn:i 
first celebrated the Emancipation pro.clnmation the 
captain of th e company meeting Tholll:tS Bon"nll, and 
knowing him to be one of the old Underground Rail­
road agents, ordered three cheers for hi m, which 1Yere 
g iven with a zest and exuberance of spirit such ns they 
only cnn feel who have kuown and experienced the 
rapture of a sudden transition from the degrading 
t hraldon:i. of a slave to the enobling rights of a man. 

E·I· 



] 06 IllSTORY OF T IT E 

I Ic has on nniou. occa[-<ion. since the war mcl co lored 
people wh o recognized him, ancl remindccl him of th e 
time he helped thc111 to freedom, wlwn to clo:-:o inqwril <'d 
the i'afoty of' hi,; ow11 property and hi,; own pt•r,:011. 

ffr i" ,:till rc,..irling al Chri:'linn:t, :incl i,: now, Fif't It 
lllOllth C\fay) , l ' l':S:l, in hi.-< .'lith yc•:tr. I h· i,.; :l n1<•n1lit• 1· 
of the :-;ol'icty •>f' F r iend:-:, ha;: helcl t hP p1J:-:itin11 111' ( 'll' rk 
of the P rcparati\·<', ::\[omthly :111d Q11:1nc• rl >· ~f ('t· ti11;.r,.; 

in hi:; "cl'lion fo r a number of year,:, and t haL of' m·pr­
sec r, <' Ider and 111ernht•r (If the lfop rc::l'lltnti\·<· ( 10111111i t­
lc<' lwl\\'<'<' 11 fort)· and fifty year,:. Ifr f' til l 1H·cupi(',: the 
posit ion o f oYcr:-:ecr and cider. 

011 Tenth month lGth, l8~3, he mn rri !'d . ·u~:1 11 P. 
.J 11h11:-:u11. of' Lr1 ndon Gro,·e. •' he pa:".~<·d from lifi.• f.' i J",:t. 
mo nth Dtlt , P>-1-7, in her .'):1<1 yea r. . 'he was an e:t1" 11 c:-:L 
sym pathizer and co-worker in the :111ti-:-: la,·c• ry c:au;;e. 
\\'hen f'n g it i,·c,; came, and her k ind hand:; pol'tionecl 
ou t Lo them a bou ntiful rcpn:;t n,.; ,:he gave them wol'd:; 
of' coun:;el and c11c:oura.!!e111ent on lh<'ir road to frt•c•dom 

' the large tea r of g ratitude were of'Lt i111 t•,; f'CC n tn tl'iek le 
dow n their clu:-:ky check:-: . 

C!L\.PTER \-III. 

T HE C 11 n11<TIA:>A TnM·:r:nY.~""kctch o f l.ifo of \\.illinm Pn rkc r.-Dick­

cr.~on G o r:< uc h l.ny \\·ound('d. 1111<1 wn~ CnrC'cl for nt th e' llou~I' o f 

Lc \'i P ow 11nll.-Ca."l<' r H nnwn y Tried for Tr<·n~o 11.-0l lll'r Cn~c!I 

H c rnu\'Ccl lo Lanc11,,1cr.- Acq11i1111t. 

Til l-: C lf 1{ 1 :-<T L\~ .\ 'l ' IL\<:J.: DY. 

It is not my de,;ig 11 lo gi ,·c :1 fu ll and dc1:1ilccl n ·c:ouut. 
of the tragedy at C'hl'i:-:t iana . An ac:;cou nt of it wn 
publiRlt cd at the time, when the whole eou ntl'y wns inn 
stntc of' cxeite111c111 o\·er t hi. fir:"L g rea t clc f~11:::c of the 
negroe" aµa in:.:t. nn arnwcl forC'e to eaptu1·t• and cn rry 
bnck. to ,:l:tYcr_,. a port ion <'f' the ir 1111111her, under the 
recent ly c11aetcd Fugit i,·c. 'lave Lnw, n11d h:t · already 
become a part of' history. Rdl.•rcuct: will onlr be mncl~ 
to ·omc of the cnu:-:c.1.: whirh led to it, :111cl .-o;ue of the 
inciden ts connected with it, as thcY ·om • within the 
scope of tlt i. work, arc rclntcd h~' .pr irnte indi,· idunl::: 
in the neigh borh ood, and glen ncd from pu hli::hcd . tat c-
111ents. 

Near ly nil t,hc la boring c la&-; around Ch ri ~t i :rn a a t. 
that t ime were ncrrrocs, 111 nn.)' of wltom hnd fo rmerly 

~ . 
been : ln.vcs. . '0111c of t,he,,c were occ11sio11nllr betra yed 
nud in fo rmed upon by person:; who rccei,·ed :~ pecun i~1ry 
rcwnrd fo r the ~ame, kicl n11pped, and carr ied bnck, 
bound or ltand-cuffocl, to t heir nrn le1·s. 

T here wns a. band of "Land P irate " known under 
the fam il iar name of the "Gn.p Gang," cattcred 
t hroughou t n. section of thnt couu try, who frequently 
gave descriptions of these colored people to southerners 
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which led to thei r capture; and when opportuni ty 
offered, they assisted in kidnapping free negrocs, and 
cnn:ying them into the Bord er. 'tal c. to he sold. Th i. cx­
n pcrated the colored people again. t all !" la,·e-hunler:, 
and they held meetings, :1l'Sisted by t ltei r white fri end;;, to 
consider and :vlopt mean;; for self-protection. T he man 
who stood prominent among thei r race in tha t Yicini ty 
as one of acknowledged in telligence and inclomitn hlc 
wi ll, wa · 'W illi am Parker. H e possessed !L : t rn 11g f:Ociu l 
nature, and wo11 ltl :tt any time p ut his own body in dan­
ger to protect n fri end. Thc.-;e qua lities gained for hirn 
the respect of :L very l:ugc clas;; in thnt commun ity : for 

"Kindncs.'4 hy t5ccrc t s yn1pnth y is t ied; 
And nolJlc souls iu nnturc nrc all ied." 

He had r epeatedly foiled the kidnapper:; in their un­
dertak ing:>, rnshed upon them in defiance of their 
weapons, beaten a n<l <l riYen them before him out of the 
neighborhood, as one man may put a herd of bullitloc. 
to fligh t. H e was therefore t he one aho,·c a ll other,; 
whom they wished Lo get rid of. 

B efore entering upon even a brief nnrrati ve of' that. 
t ragedy, it may be due the genera,) reader to ad vert Lo 
some of the earlier and the later incidenW:; in Lhc li fe of' 
Parker, as it was to h im the colored peop le looked up 
in his neighborhood as t heir head auu lende r, antl 
around whom they gathered when a rmed sla veholders 
and their aids, headed by Edward Gorsuch, attempted 
to capture some of his slaves and carry them back iuLo 
slavery; the r esistance to which r esulted in a light, 
made national by a trial for treason instituted by the 
slaveholders, and in the death of Edward Gorsuch. 

' V rr.LIAJ\I PAUKER was born a slave in Anne Arundel 

UNDERGROU~D RATLROAD. 109 

county, 1\faryland. His ma ter, who wn somewhat 
en_y with hi . Jan's, neither Ycry harsh nor Yery in­
dulgen t, died before Parker g rew to know much nbout 
him. Ili!' mot her al::io died while he wn · quite young; 
nnd to hi;; ~ranclmoth er, he f:aic1, he was indebted for 
the little kindnes~ he receiYed in hi;:; early C'hildhood . 
Ko mention i:; mndc :is to who wao: hi ~ father. 

1 Q " Aller hil" mother·:: deal h he wn~ sent to ! 1c ·' uarters, 
which coll. i::;tccl of' a number of low buildings in which 
. la ,·c:-: of' hot h sexes wcr lodged and foci. One of t hcsc 
buildings wa:: :-:ct, apart fo r :::inµ- le people nnd for chi l­
dren whose pa rcn t ' had been :::old or ot herwi:::c cl i:;po:::cd 
of: T hi :-: hu ildill !! wa: 100 focl long :rnd 30 wide, wi th 
:i fi rep la c<' :1 t, e:H:l,1 end n nd n row of sma 11 room. ou 
each ,: ide. [ll thi::; pince all were huddlcll together. The 
lar~cr a nd strollger children would push fo rward nnd 
occupy the bc:::t and w:1rmc,:;t places, and make the 
~m ailer and weaker stand back :111d occupy the less 
de. irahle poo: irions. Th is principle, howc\·er, j ~ not 
peculiar to t,hcse li t tl e pn rcllllcss negro children th rowll 
tocret her ill one room like animal · ill a stoek-pcll, but 
m: nifesW:; itscl!' among for too mnny of the intclligcuL 
a nd even professed ly relig ious cla.:" of whi te pc~plc 
whose luYe for lu cre prompt,.,; to incJi,·idual opp res.~ 1011, 

tha t by pushing a nother aside they may gain the coYcted 
object of Lhcir des ire. A las fo r the inj unction, " B ea r 
ye one another's bu rclens !" 

Young Parker 's g randmother bei ng cook 11.t. • the 
"great house," could only do h im her li tt le a · t~ oi kmd­
ness when she had the opportuni ty of going to the 
"Quarters." 

AJ3 he o-rew older " his r io-hts a t the fire-place," he rc-o I 0 
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marked, " were won by his chi ld ish fis ts. And th is ex­
perience in his boyhood," he adds, " h as since been r e­
pea ted in his manhood, when · his rig h t.c; a a freeman 
were, under G od, secured by his own r ig h t arm." 

Neither of his young mas ters would allow his s ln\·e;:; 
t o be bea ten or abused, as many s laveho lder:-; dirl , a l­
thoug h t he o \·erseers i'ometirucs " ·hipped or st.ru ck them ; 
but every yea r a number of t hem we re :o ld-~ometime: 

as man y as six o r seven a t a t ime. 

One d <ty the s la ves we re told they need not go to 
work, but come to the "grent house." As they we re 
prepa ring to go, a uu mber of s t range white men drove 
up. They proved to be s la ve-traders. Parker a nd n 
compa nion of hi. about the same age, became a larn1cd, 
ran a way and elimbed a p ine tree where t.hey remaiued 
all day listening to the cries and wa ilings of men, 
women, and ehildreu as one by on e they we re being : o ld, 
and family connection: aud Lies were being sundered . 
These sla ve sa Jes wern more solemn occa: ions in reali ty 

to the blacks than the fune rals of loved ones amoorr t he 
0 

whites. Families separated, not by dea ths, bu t by i'alcs ; 

and those who rema ined selclon1 e ver kne w the fate of 
those who were driyen off to be sold 1tcra in in othe r 

0 

markets. 
It was wh ile in t he pine t ree that day , that t he idea 

first enter ed bis 111iDd of runD ing away to the Free 
S ta tes to cscnpe beiDg sold. H e was then a bout ten o r 
eleven yea rs of age. H e proposed it to his compa nion, 
L evj . But he thought if they got clea r this tim e, p er­
haps they "·ould not be sold. 

Night came on. I ts darkness added to the sole1ru1ity 

of the day's sadness. L evi wanted to g o bade to see if 
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they had old hi mother; but Parker , iu sp~king of 

that occas ion ;:ome y ea rs afte r. said . "I d id n ot ca re 

abou t .-ro in rr ba ek , ns I had D O mothe r to be ::old . H ow 
b "" 

d c::ob te I w:-i~ ! X o ho me. no p roteetor, n o mot h er , DO 

a ttachmen t:-:. 1\ s we turned our fa ce::; toward the q1ltl r lc r 
whe re we m ig h t at a ny momen t he so ld ro :::ati sf~· a d ebt, 
o r to re p leni i'h a fa i li ng- pu r::e, I fl' lt my;:clf to be wh a t 
I rC'a ll y wa::- :t poor fri e nd Jc,,_, ,, )a H'-hoy .'' 

O n ;:cei1w hi ,; moth er , L e \·i 1'nn to h e r a nd a;;k ecl-
'"' ' · M ut he r , we re y ou :"o ld ?'' 

" Ko, (' hild. " 
, "he t he n to ld t h t' b{\\':" who of the i r UtH.· lcs 11 nd 

a1111 t had been :<o ld . 
A bou t a y enr n l'te r t h i:" Lc\·i wni' . o ld . P:trkt' r re­

ma int'd 0 11 t he pl a n ta tio n un t il he ,,.a:" nhou t :"l' \·cu tecu ; 

sLill h•irho rin rr in hi;: m ind t ho uirh t.;; l, f' a nd d esire fo r 
'- t::> '- • 

freed om; ye t n o t fo r once thinking t hat it. w:i:: 11 po:;.-;1-
blc t hinir fo r him to lc:t\'e wit hou t ~ome xcit in:r pnn·o­
cntiou. 

0

, o one day wh en hi:" 111 a~ t e r w11:,: g{1ing to whip 

him wi t h a u o x-g ad for refu s ing to go out in the rain to 
work, youug l\Hke r thoug ht t h:1L w:i:.: hi:" oppo r tuni ~.\", 

ancl sei:1.ing t he ~l i c: k , wh ipped hi:" mns tc r a nd hnclc 1111.11 

good-bye. O n his w:iy p:i~t. :1 fi e ld h t' lieeko ncd. to _In~ 
b roth er , who j o ined him, a nd t hey puri"11cd th.c 1'.· \\:1 ) 

n or t lrn·ard. On ce h:1Yi11g :-; tarted , t he fire::: oi libe r ty 
gl owed in his bosom ; he hnd ca:,:t o ff th e :.:hac kle::: o f 
s l:ive ry , a nd ne ve r nwre wou ld he :"ub1ni l. ton re t urn to 

the m. 
T he fug it ives ' Ji berLy wa;; u ot ahrnys ;:ecurcd wi t hou t 

a. s truggle, a nd thus t hc.::;e t wo boys fo und it. "\Vheu 
nea.r to t he town of Y ork t hey were in terrup ted by 
~hree white met1 . Afte r some conve rs:i.tiou 0 11e uf them , 
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a very la rge man, snid : "You nre t he fellows th is ad­
vert isement call for," at the same t ime reading to th c> m 
out of n paper. I t was their description exact ly. The 
man continued : 

"You must go back ." 
Parker signified that t hey would not. 
" I have taken many n runaway an<l I can la ke you," 

replied t he man a · he put one ha nd in his pocket as if 
to draw n pisto l, nnd reached the other towa rd P a rker, 
who struck him across t he a rm wi th :i heavy tick. T he 
arm foll as if broken. Ba ttle commenced. The 1110 11 

ran. T he boys gave chase, determi ned to in fli ·t. s t ill 
g rea ter inj uries, but the men out ran th em. 

·w hen nearing Columbia, in the <la rkne:'S of n igh t, 
they hea rd men coming behind them ; t hey dropped in lo 
a fence-corner to Jet them pa><s. T hey recognized t.he 
voice of one as that of their master. 

They both nrri ,·ed safely in L ancaster coun ty an cl 
hired with former: . K id napping ::incl rumor · of k id­
nappers were of frequen t occurrence and kept lh c col­
ored people in a constant sta te of a pprehcn: io11. T hey 
formed an organizat ion for self-protectiou, and to pre­
vent any of t heir number from being canicd into 
slavery. In tha t part of Lnncaster coun ty t he m:~j o ri t.y 

of whi te people were very hosti le to negroes; and if 
slaveholders or k idnappers wished to enter a house t hey 
did not hesitate to break open doors and forcibly make 
their entrance. 

Thi: unwelcome intrusion was mndc nt the hou ·c of 
oue of P arker's fr iends wh ile he was t here v isiting and 
discussing the dangers to which they wer e subjected from 
these parties of wh ite men. About th ree or fo ur came and 
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k nocked. l pon refusing to tell who they \\:ere, admit­
lnntc w:i. denied them. T hey opened the door nncl 
wal ked in. T he leader drew a. pistol on Parker who 
:eizcd :1 pair of heavy tong-:::, :;:truck h im n severe blow 
in the face whi c: h knocked him sen elcE-S for n few mo­
men t~ ; t he other;; d id not da re to ri:::k :rn enC'ount er, but 
ti ll ing u p their inj11rC'd comrade, w:dkcd sullen ly :iwny. 
This her•:tn to ~i,·c Parker :1 r eputa tion among both the 
colorcd ,...pco plc' :i nd t he k idnappin O' fraternity for un­
daunted holdne:-::-; and remarkable power. Jle hnd re­
~oh-cd th:iL " no ;:Jnveholder or kidnapper should take 
bnek a f'll ~it i,·c if he could hut get hi::: eye on h im." 
A nd they Jrnd ahuJl(lan L te ·timony of how fa i thf'ul~y he 
kep t h i:-: word. N e ither unequal numbe~, nor p1:::tols. 
pointed a t him could i mpre~- him with a thoug ht of 
fo:ir. It. w:1. :t remark of Li nd ley oates that" he w:1:; 
bold a: a l ion, t he kindest of men, and t he wa rmc·t a nd 
111 0:-:l ;;lcnd fi1i'L of fr iend:;." 

H e led a fow colorr d men agai ns t fa r ;:upcri or num­
ber: nt the Cou rt-house in Lanca ter to rc~cue a mnu 
whom t.hc . la,·c-own 'r had pro\·ed to be h is p roper ty. 
P i:; lob were fired , s tones a nd brick-bats t h rown a t. him, 
but he hcellecl them not. They uubo11ud t be man, but 
he was 80 bewilder ed by t.he sudden st ruggle t hnt he 
stood st ill a nd nllowcd h im. elf to be bo11nd again and 
taken bnck to t he jai l. During this t ime t he slnYc­
ow11cr:; and t.he i r po:::se, with it number of pro-:; la.Yery 
co-aclj u to rs were try ing to a r rest t he blncks. Th ree 
times t hey hnd Parker, but t hey were to him as the 
green wi thes to a m:;on. One after another foll before 
the heavy blows denlt by h is str ong arm, unt il t he oLhers 
turned and iled. T he fr ieud::i of the r ecnptu1·ed nulli 
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then raised a. sufficient amount of money lo p11rd1ase 
his freedom-the master undoubted ly th in k ing i t better 
to sell him then tha n to attempt aga in lo take him hack. 

At anothe r t ime kid napper. seized a man nncl \\'e re 
has tening \\'ith hi m to l\fary lancl. Parker \\'i t h six 
oth ers pursued, and on coming up to them pi.to! · and 
g uns \\'e re free! y used on both s ides. Pn rkcr rccci ,·crl'a 
sh ot in the leg, which brought him to t.he g rouncl. H e 
quickly rose; the kidnappers called for quarte r; lhe 
man was released and the v icto rs returned . A rriv ing 
home Parker cu t the ball out o f hi. leg with a p en­
knife and k ept the secret of his being wounded to h im­
self. 

These are bu t a few of the many inciden ts in which 
he was th e leading spirit, a u<l chief instrument in pre­
venting the colored people of his section, both free and 
slave, from being bound a nd car ried ofl : Jlo \\' mauy · 
more might have been swept away from their homes 
without legal warrnnts, by t ho:e mercena ry n egro­
stealers who infested t hat pa r ty of Lancaster coun ty, 

had they not been afra id of, nod mea:urably h eld at b1~y 
by the the powerful and da untless ParkCl', it \l'Oulcl be 
impossible to tell. So freq uently did color ed men go to 
work in the fi elds and uc,·cr r el.urn , nnu we re colo red 
g irls snatched from the h omes of t heir e mployers, or 
whole fami lies canied off in t he n igh t nnd never aga i11 

h eard from, that it was a u aLnost daily ques tion wi t.Ii 
them, "Whose turn will come n ext?" No law threw 
its g uards around the free oegroes to prevent th eir b eing 

s tolen; and there was n o law to protect t he fug it ives, 
who loved even the impcrfec~ freedom they p ossessed 
better than the bondage in which they once l ived. 

J 

l 
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Ruth wn ' the concl it ion of things in t hat section of 

countr~· adjacent lo Chri:::t ia11a for omc time prior co 
the ri ot, and wh ic:h prcpnrcd the tolored people for, nucl 
in cited th em to the re:::o l11 tc :::1 :111d which rhey took in 
sci f-d fo11cC' 011 that occn:::ion. 

For :::omc da Y:S he fore th i::: conflict two o r th rec men 
\\'Cl'C fra,·ellin~ throu~h th e neighborhood ped<ll inn­
good :::. Their look · a nd act ion ;,; aro11:;ecl :Sll$picio11 that. 

t hey were ·pie:S, nnd t hi: fceliug \rn~ impressed still 

m ore upon t he colored peop le by report ' a float that an 
a t l:tck wa · soon to be made on Parker·;; house. H e 

ga.\'c but.little tho11.trhL lo the rumo r:;, :1ltho11gh he did 
n ot ques t ion the proh:1hi li ty of the ir trurhfulne::;;. H e 
a nd hi" two brothcr:::-i11-l:t \\', . \lcxancle r Pinkney and 
Abraham ,Tohn"on, Jiycrl in a tenemrnt bclo 11!l"i11g to Lc,·i 
Powna 11, one and th rec-fourths mi le' :::out h wrst from 
Christiana. , arah Powna l l. wifo of L e,·i. had :1 cou ,·cr­

sation wi th him the ni rrhL before th <' riot. :111d urged him, if 

sl:tYcholdcrs "ho11lcl come, not to lead the colored people 
to rc;;ist t he Fug iti,·e. Jaye Ln w by fo rce of nrm,:, but to 

escape t.o Cu11ada. H e replied tha t if the law:; protected 
colored men a t hey did wh ite men , he too would be non­
resist:iu t 1111<l not fig h t., bu t would appea l to the law;:. 
"But," ~ni <l hc, " the law:; fo r personal protection arc 
not made for us , and \l'C are not bound t o obey them. 
If n, fi gh t occurs I wnut. t he whi tes to k eep nwny. Thc_r 
have a country and m ay obey t he lnws. But \\'C have 

n o country ." 
\ Vhen Parker went hom e t hat evening h e found two 

of his colored nei<rhbors t here \'Cr)· mnch excited OYer 
0 ' 

n, report that sl:wch olde rs " ·ith n U ni ted S tates officer 
were on their wuy to that place to cnpture s Ja,·cs. The 



116 filSTORY OF THE 

Managers of the U nderground Railroad depot in Phi la­
delphia, who were in close com muuication antl knew 
everything of importance thnt wn tran ·pi ring, learned 
that Edward Gorsuch, of :Maryland, with ,.:e ,·ernl other,.:. 
was in the city arrang ing plans for the eapt.uring of 
some of G orsuch's slaYes at Chri ·tiana. , 'o ad roit ly and 
succcssfi.J lly did these managers, or Vig ilance Uonnnit­
tee, ca rry out th eir pa.rt of the work, t hnt they asce r­
tained the whole p lun of the lavcholdcr:; and t.hei r 
allies, a nd sen t one of their trusty agents,• 'amucl \Vil­
liams, a colored man, to accompany t.he par ty, and 
when he bnd the most favorable oppor tuni ty, to notif)­
the colored inhabitants of that section of t he a pp roach­
ing danger. He left t he ca.rs at P en11 ing lo1willc (now 
Atglen), and proceeded hastily to Christiuu:i and g u,·e 
the information before the party, . who had :;eparnted 
and taken different routes, had met at the place t hey 
had designated. 

Parker ': friends remained in the house a ll ni~ht. In 
the morni ng before daylig ht, (• 'ep tem ber 11th, J :51), 
when one of t hem star ted out, he was met by two men, 
while other:; came up simultaneous ly on eit her :;id e. H e 
ran back to the house, and up stairs where Parker and 
his wife were sleeping , and shouted" K id napper:; ! Kicl­
ni1pp~rs !" H e wns followed by the men, one of wh om, 
H enry H. K l ine, started up stairi:; after hi nt. He was 
met by Parker who asked, " \Vh o ure you ?" 

"I am the Unit.eel States Marsh al," answered Kline. 
Parker cautioned him against advancing further. 
" I am United States l\Iarshal," bawled Kline again 

with the evident assurance that the announcement of 
bis legal authority would intimidate the negrocs. 
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" I don't care fo r you nor the "Cnited • tnte::," replied 
Parker with nn em.phai'i:-: that com ·inced K line it wn 
not a n ordin:1ry "nigger'· he W:l:> encou nlcring. 

Pinkney th ·n spoke, and said " they might a:; well 
g iYe up. '· 

Parker rebuked him. A collocp1y Lhen en:::ued be­
tween riine and P arker, when Edward 10r"UCh nd­
vauced, and with i'Ome rema rks hogan ascending the 
sta ir . . 

Parker told h im he migh t co me, but warned him of 

the con:-:eq ucncc:-:. 
Kline told :fo1-;:uch to slop and he would rend the 

warrant. to I arker. H e d id ,.:o. But he 111ig-ht ns well 
have rend it. to the R ock of G ihr:iltcr and comnHtn<led 
it. to come down and crumble al his foet. Gor:;uch t heu 
told Kline to go up as he wa mar:;hal. H e stnrted 

. . ,, I . " ag:11n , :;:ty111g, am eom111g. 
" 'omc 0 11," ::aid Parker. 
But K line·., rnunted in tcrpiclity foiled him. H e 

went bnck un<l urged the ncgro~ tu "giYe up with­
out any mor e fu:;:;, that he was bou od to ta kc them 
anyhow." 

But a ll talk arnil ed n othing. K l ine then thren tened 
to burn t he house, and ordered hi s men to bring ~traw. 

"Burn us," sniu Parker, "but you can' t take us. 
None but a cownr<l \\"01ild talk like thnt." 

Bj' this t ime clnYliirht was a1)11earin o-. P:1rker':- wife 
• 0 b 

a ·ked if she should blow the horn . H e a:::cicn ted. he 
blew it from a garret window. Kline wnu ted to know 
what it meant. Parker made no n J 1 wer. I t wn au 
understanding among the colored people t hat when n 
horn wus blown they were to r un to the spot. Kline 
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told his men to shoot any one they saw blowing a hom. 
..,\Vhen P arker's wife went to the window a c:econd time a nd 
commenced blowing, two men fired at her, bu t rn Lsed her. 
She d ropped below the window, a nd blew conti nuously, 
a nd the men kept fi ring, but without effect. T he co lored 
people of the neighborhood were now arousetl, a nd ca me 
in from different directions, a rmed wit h g uns, club:;, etc. 
A bout twenLy or more white men came out of the woods 
clo:c by, " ·hom Parker supposed to be members of the 
Gap gang in collusion with the slaveholder::>, and whose 
object was, after Gorsuch should d iscover that he an d 
his brothers-in-law were not his slaves, to take advan­
tage of the occasion to k idnap them. T hese men were 
immediately enrolled by K line as" Special Constub lcs." 

When P inkney saw the white men there in superi or 
numbers, he thought there was no use in fighting them ; 
they migh t as well g iYe up, a nd s tarted down sta irs . 
Parker tlueatcned to turn his battery on Ii im if he 
showed any more such pusillanimity. "Yes," i·ema rk ed 
Kline, "they would g ive up if it wns not fo r you." 
There " ·as a lull in the fi ring. T he blacks had uot yet 
returned a shot. E lijah L ewis aud Castner Hanway 
now came up, the latter on horseback. K li ne r ead his 
warrants to them and demanded their assistance. T hey 
refused, and told the slaveholders if they attempted to 
take those men they would get hurt. They pnid no heed 
to the admonit ion. ' Vhile they were talking, Parker, 
followed by the four men in bis h ouse, came to the door . 
Gorsuch thought they intended to escape. H e drew out 
his r evolver and signalled his men in to line. They 
numbered about three or four times as ma ny as th e 
blacks. Parker stepped up immediately in front of 
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h im, nncl plnci ng h i:: hand upon h i ~ shoulder ~n i d, 

"Look here, old 111:1n, I h:n ·c :::ccn pistols before to-day." 
T urn i n~ lo K line, he :::aid, ·' yuu ..::1id you would t:ikc us : 
now y ou h:i Y • :t ch:111t·c." Dic:kcr:::on Gorsueh ent rented 
hi:; fa ther to eome :1w:1y, but he :is::ertecl with nn onth 
tha t he would h:n·e hi,; p roperty. l'arker st ill ma in­
tai nirw hi:; po::it iou :-:aid , .. "\\"e thin' t wa ut to hurt you, 
b ut _r<~r ought to he :1::h:1111cd of you r::elf' to he in .thi 
b us in0,:,:, and you :1 d11::::-lc:1cler at home." 

Dieke r,:o n':-: fa ce Hu::h<'<l. :rnd he :::aid, " fa ther, I 
would not lake that insul t from :1 d--d ni~~er ;" nt 
the >:ame time he rni::.'ed hi,: rc\·oh ·cr a nd fired. t he bn ll 
pn~ ..:ing c lo::c to P11 rker ':: he:1 l, cutting t he ha ir. B efore he 
could fire a nother, P a r ker knoc:ked t he p i::.<lol ou t of hi:> 
h and. Fi~b ting then commenced in ea rnest. Dicker­
son fo ll wounded. H e arnse a nd was shot agai n. The 
old man , a f'te r fig hting Y:ili :rn t ly, was k illed . The 
oth er:; of the >: l:i\·choldc r' wit h the "ni tcc1 t:ite;o :\fnr­
shnl and his nicl,: fled, lHtr~uccl hy the nc~me.::: . "\\"liilc 
D ieker:;on lny b leed ing in the edge of the wood:;. J o:-:ep h 
p. , 'ca rlctt, 1L Qua kcr, ca me 11 p a ud p rntectecl hi rn from 
tho infu ria ted n cgrocs, who pressed fo nrnrd to tnk e his 
life. Oue \rn::> in the act of ,,hooting, when J osep h 
pushed hi m aside, sn.y ing : " D on ' t kill h im." 

D ickerson rema rked : " I d id not thi nk om boys 
(mean ing the s]ayes), would h:tYe t reated 11 in thi s wny." 

J oseph asked if he had seen any of them. 
" Y es," h e r eplied, " I have seeu four." 
W heu the fight hacl ended Par ker returned to his 

house. There la.y E dward Gorsuch near by <lend. 
D ickerson, he hea rd , was dying, nnd others were 
wounded. T he v ictor Yiewed the fi eld of h is con test, 
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but h e pos:;c.:::scd loo much of t l1 c noble s piri t of m11n­
h oo(l Lo foci a p rid e in Lhc den.t h of h is adYcrs:11·~· · H e 
offored t he use of anyth ing in h i:; hou:-:e t hat mig ht be 
need ed for t h e com fo r t, o t' the wo unded . 

H e t hen wen t to L c ,·i P owna I I';; a nd a;;kcd i f D iC'k er.'on 
cou Id not be broug hL t here a nd cared fo r , rema rki ng th '.t t 
one d ea th was enoug h. H e regrett ed t he k il ling, and said 
it was not h e wh o had d on e it . 

H e t hen inqui r d of L ed P owna ll , J r ., what he 
th ough !. he.-;t fo r him and P inkney au<l .Jo hu. on to <lo. 

Levi advised Lhe 111 to s ta r t for Canada t hat nig ht. 
D r. A . P . Patte rson wa;; sen t fo r a nd exam ined Dick­

e rson':; wounds. lie pronounced Lhe m ::er ious, but not 
fa tal. Le Yi Powna ll pu t :L soft bed in u wagon :m<l had 
Dic kc r:;on con ,·eyed u pon it to h i:; house, wli ~re /'o r th ree 
weeks he received a · ass id uous care nnd alten t ion as 
t ho ug h he had been oue o f' t he ir O \ \' ll household . H e 
d id nu!. expect t his from Q uake r:;, whom he had lea.med 
to dc;;p i;;e as a boli t ion ist::!. A · eac h became acqua 10t.ccl 

wit h the other cl uri ng h is slay, they g rew Lo c.-;tccrn h1n1 
fo r t he n ob le c ha raclcris t i<.::; wh ich lie posse,,scd , a ud he 
man ifostcd g ratit ude for t he kind a u<l home-like n u rsing 
h e r ecci,·e<l at their l1aods. T hey to ld hi m Lhey h ad n o 
sympathy wi th t he ins t it u t ion of s ln.ve?, but Llm t sh ould 
not deter them from g ivin g hi m the kmd ca1·e nnd sym­
p a thy du e from man to m a n. 

I n t he afternoon L evi Powna ll , J r., wen t to. th e ho~. e 
of Parke r to look a f'tcr cloth ing , etc. T o l11s s~1rpnse 

h fi d a rrrent nu mb er of letters pu t a way rn safe e oun o . . 
I . He carried the m h ome, and on ex a m111a t1ou p aces . . . f 

t h e proved to be from c.-;capecl fug 1t1,•cs, many o 

wb~m P a rker h ad astiis ted . Had t hese letterti bee11 
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found by the. b,·cholde r,; or the United ta tes :Jiarshnll 

t hey wo~ilcl ha m lccl to the detection of the Jnrn~, and 
wou ld ha ,·e dirnlgC'd t he mean · by which they had 
c ca ped . H e dPstroyccl the m nil. 

\ Vhcn n irrh t cn 111e L c ,·i P owna ll ';; hotLC wn c rowded 0 

wi t h fr iend;; of t he wound d 1111111 , to~e1her with com­
mi-= ·io11e r,.;, d epu ty 111:1r~ h:11J,., lawyers, etc .. all of whom 
were t here enlcrt:t ined . . \. polil·e force filled the front 

porch and yard, as the party fo:trecl rh C'y m ight be at­
tackrd by co lored peo ple :incl aboli t ionists. 

A fte r tlark Pa r ke r Pinknc'· aud John~ou , who were ' , .' 

UDnwa rc of wha t w:t" IYO in•r on at the hou;;c, we re ob-
scn-etl by the fam ily t·~u ti~1tily approac hing t he kitchen 
part, of ·the chr l li 11g . 0 11c of the women wen t out, 
q uick ly broug ht thc11 1 in nt t hat door , whic h fo r tunntely 
was n ot g ua rded, nnd appr ised them of their d:rn£!er. 
O D en tering, they had to pnss ~o nenr to ouc of the 
g uard a t a partly open d oor tha t the l:itl_r 's dress rubbed 
aga in ·t them. 

A counsel wns h eld in n. \r hi,.per , in a da rk r oom. I t 
was decid ed to dre~' the mc u in good c lo the.:;, e::pccially 
hnts, nnd let t hem wnl k bold ly ou t the fro11t door, ~1c­
comp nn ied by some of t he lad ies. nrn h Powunll, \rife 
of L evi, wit h li er charactcr i: tic thougutfulue~ 11 nd 
m othel'ly k ind ness inquired of t hem if they h ad cn teu 
anything during t he clay. They sa id t hey had not. he 
fill ed 11 pi llow case wit h proy i:; ious an d g :ffc i t to oue of 
t he younge r child ren who put i t unde r a. t ree n t. some 
d ista nce from th e h ou. e, and retu rning, to.Id the men 
wh ere t.o find it. A ll th ings being in readiness, and the 
men admonished to s ileDcc, they wnll~ed out pn ~ the 
g ua rds, a ccompanied by E. B. P ownall and he r sis ter, 

p 
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who conversed with them upon some ordinnry topic ns 
though they bad been fri endly call ers, and bade t hem 
good-bye at the gate. The darkness of t he nig ht pre­
ven ted the guards from disco\·ering the colo r of the men. 

As they were about to. tart out of t he house, Pinkney 
and J ohnson appeared in a thoughtful mood, a: if' 
weighing in their minds the chances before them. The 
one was leav ing behind l1i m a mothe r, t he ot.hcr a wifo 
and chi ld. T ears came to their eyes. But their foller iug 
appeared to arise from a feeli ng of foar and a wavering 
of resolution at the cri t ical step they we re about to 
take. But no t so with Parker. His was a re ·olu t.ion 
as fixed as the la w of gr:wi tation. H e had d etermined 
years before that no slaveholder should ever agnin 
fasten upon him the inexorable chnins of a. degrading 
and inhuman b ondage. H e conipressed his lips, and wit h 
a look and tone of R oman firmncs;;:, comma nded t hem 
to "follow him and not to flin ch." O beying him , and 
accompanied by the women, they pas. cd out of the hou. e. 

After leaving this fam ily , with wh om they had Ji,·ed 

for several years, they truly were, as P a rker rema rked 
the evening before, " without a country "-homelcs: 
wanderers in a " Land of Freedom," soon to be hunted 
by men as eager as bloodhounds to seize them and ca r r y 
them back into th e possession of incensed slaveholders, 
to b e sold or treated according as t heir feelings or p as­
sions should dicta te-and this hunting g round was th e 

· soil of free Pennsylvania. 
"\Vhc re nil E uro pe with nmnzcmc nt snw 
The soul's hig h freed o m l rnmmcllc<l by n o In w ; 
Herc where the fie rce nn<l w nrlikc fo rest m e n 
Gnlhere<l, in pence, nrouu<l l h e home of Pcun , 
Where Knlnrc's voice ngnins t t he bonds m nn 's wron g, 
F irs t found nn e nrnest nnd indig nnnt ton g ue." 
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' Vhen vag ue rumor came fl oating in to the P ownall' 
th:it Parker hacl been k illed, o r that he hncl been fata lly 
~rnundccl, Dic ke rson inrnriabl~· ejnculatcd , " I h ope t hat 
i,; n ot t rue," adding in his. ou the ru Ycrnacula r " he's a 
n oble n igger." 

I t mig h t. h re be rema rked, tha t when Edwa rd Gor­
su.ch rc.~oh·etl lo come ?-\ o r l h to ca prn re hi - la ,·es, 
D 1c keri'o11 enclc:1\·o rcd to prev:i i l with h int ngnin t it. 

~ut I he o ld 111 11 11 was " d etermin ed to ha ,.c hi::: p roper ty," 
.uHl wuu Id not be tou n:'el led . Dicker::;on then nccom­
paniecl him a::; :L filial clu ty . In t he fig ht he was the 
brave,:t of the m all , refu::<ing to leave when the others 
fl ed , :t11Ll hi:< son rc lll:tincd wi t h hi m un ti l t he one re­
cei,·ed . hi :; fata l blow a nd the ot he r h is :1! 1110.:;t mortal 
wou nd . 

A fow clay· afl:c r th e riot :t lawyer ca me to P ownall's 
1 . ' 

~·enc :t paper t o them g i,·ing not ice of a ;;ui t, and c la im-
111g damages fo r l111rboring the :< lave.-> of )~<lwa rd Gor­
such. The name.-; of 001·-·uc h · .:: laves wit h allt'rrcd aliases 
were g ive.1 1. A moug the aliasc.:; we re the ~iames of 

P~rkei:, ~11~l~ 11ey a nd .John~o11. The elate of the c.scnpe 
of Go1such s s laves wa . criyeu correctl y bu t P · + . 
Pin kn , cl J ' 0 

. • ' •
11 -e1

, 
ej au onnson had hcen 111 the ne irrhborhood 

several .)'C:l t"· be f'> · J i~ . '"' · "' c 1 c. nra 1 uwnall not1cecl this crro1-, 
and when t he lawyer fiuished rend ing, she uskcd to ~ec 
t.h.e paper. It \ms g iven to her. he ha nded it to a 
fnend who was present, and cnlled his :l[tcn tion to the 
dnte. H e read it, and testified t ha t Pndrnr had worked 
~or him and for oth ers t\\·o years before t ha t time. ee­
mg .th~ cl ea m ess of th is error the la wyer took t he pa p er 
a~aiu ill his hauds. Snrah r emarked to him, " \Ve are 
witnesses to the date iu that papc1:, and it CHilllOt be 
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ch anged. It proves that there wa · no wa rrnnt fo r the 
a rrest of t he men li,·ing in our hou:;:e, but fo r other 
men ; and we ha,·c a legal claim for damages aga inst 
t hose who entered our house and dc..;troycd property. 
Thee has uo legal clt1im against us." Nothi11g furth er 
was c,·cr said a bout a :;:uit fo r damage:;. 

This action of P a rker, Pinkney, nnd Johnson in sclf­
dcfcnsc agaiust sJa,·eholder:- who had 11 0 lega l claim to 
them, nor any warran t, actually, for their a rrest, who 
fi red the fir:;t shot in the afli-ay, and tlic refusa l of Cast­
ner H anway, E lij ah Lewis and olhcr:; to assist in ar­
resting the:;e colored 111cn, under the F ugiti ,·c , 'l ave 
Act, wn:; considered by Southerner:; n.· Treason, wh ich 
means, in the language of the Constitution, " levy ing 
war aga i11st the U nited States, or in adhering to their 
enemies, giving them aid and comfo rt." Hanway was 
the first, and only one t ried under that charge. T heo­
dore Cuyler, E sq., in h is speech for the defouse sa id; 
"Do the facts of the case sustain the charge? 

"Sir-Did you hea 1· it? That three har mless, non­
resisting Quakers, aocl eight and thirty wretched, miser­
able, penn iless negroes, armed wi th corn-cutters, clubs, 
and a few muskets, and headed by i i miller, in n. felt 
hat, without a con.t, without arms, and mouutcd on a 
sorrel nag, levied wnr against th e United States? 
Blessed be God that our Union has survived the shock." 

When the. 'outhcrn men with the U nited States Mar­
shal and his aids fled from the figh t, a gcntlcmau from 
Baltimore, whose name we wi thold, ran precipitately 
across a field. to the house of Thomas Pownall, a nd 
without stopping at the door to knock, or to ask permis­
sion to enter, rushed in, got under o. bed, and begged 

1 
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one of the women to hrin!! him n ra zor to ~h:wc off his 
beard, t hat the ncµ- roe;-; n~ig:ht not reco~nize him. His 
bea rd wa dark and wry hetn·y. Uc remO\·cd it, 
wrnppccl it in a paper, 1111tl left it miller rhe bed. The 
paper was disco ,·crcd next 111orn ing: and opened, nnd lo ! 
the bea rd wns whi te! 

In the evening he went to Le,·i P ownall ':::, H e wns 
very ncn ·ou -, nud apprchcn:<i\"c of c\·cry noise. During 
the nig ht he became a la r med. H e thought the ncgroe~ 

were mnr:;:halling nea r bv to attack them. H e could 
hea r the tooL of horn ;nd the au ·wc1-. H e aroused 
those who were sleeping in the room with him, and his 
fea rs coulcl not he quieted until it was cli~co,·crcd that 
the noise he h ea rd w:1 t he ;:ouncl of water dropping 
down a spout from the corner of the ho11:'c. 

The wiYes of P a rker and P inkney who had formerl y 
been lin ·es, went to the home of tl1~i r mother. The)· 
were there enptured a nd tn kcn back to the town. 

P inkncy's ,ri fe a keel pennission to return nnd %!('t 
her baby to take " ·it h her. H er reque;)t w:i rrrnntl'd, 
nml the man haying the two women in cu:::tod · took 
both with him in n dcarborn c. \ \Then aniYing oj)po;;:itn 
the house, which stood across :i. field, with 11 0 lane to it, 
he allowed the women to go fo r the child whi le he rc­
mni:1cd in the Yehi clc. A.- they 1;t a icl nu uuusual length 
of tune, his su p icions became ar oused. H e hi tched the 
horse and went to the hou ·e. Entering it he snw no one. 

A n empty crndle first g reeted his eye. Baby and 
women hnd gone; and he wa left a.lone to ponder over 
the "vicissitude of earthly things." 

By some means unkno" ·n, the sla.vcholdcrs got the 
mother , who, i t is said, gave her elf up, and expressed 
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a wish to return with them ns a slave agni n. ' V hether 
this expression was yoJunta ry, or extorted from her, was 
never k nown, a: she went with then1, and wn. not hea rd 

from nfterward . 
A fur t her account of the two ~\·omen's e::cape is g iYcn 

in the remin iscen ces of .J oi::eph F ul ton. 
Henry 0. Hopki ns, colored, li Yed with Dr. A ug ust us 

,V. Cain (born 1820), Sadsbury, Chester county, near 
to C1uistiana. On the morning of the tragedy he did 
not come to his work. A bout six o'clock the doctor 
saw him walking rapid ly clown the turnpi ke road " ·ith 
a n iron rod or ca ne in h is hnnd. l\Ceet ing the doctor 
h e sa id hu rried ly "Kidnappers at Pa rker 's !" H e was 
yery much excited, and his usual cal m, peaceable, in­
oflensive di: position was at once aroused to the ferocity 
of a n enraged lion. After th e lapse of a bout t wo hours 
h e came to the doctor's h olding one a rm, a nd ::nid he 
was shot. T he doctor fo und a bullet lodged in the flesh 
of the foren rm, removed it and dressed h i: wound. Ile 
was extremely anxious to tell al l about· th e riot, hut, the 
doctor declined hen ring h illl . He kn ew the event would 
create intense excitemen t, and he d id not want to learn 
of it through any of the participan t.". He would t hen 
have no k nowledge lo con vey fro m them to a. court in 
cn,:c the re should be a. tr ial ; but he told the colored 
man that unle.'5s he made his escape he would c<:r tainly 
be arrested . So a nx ious wns he to tell the r esult of th e 
riot, that when h e wus refused permission to d o so he 

shed tears freely . 
About an h our after , another colored man , .Tohu 

Long, came ,vith a bullet in h~s thigh. T he doctor ex­
tracted it and dressed the limb. I!e then wen t to 

I 

• I 
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Ch rist ia na to see an d hear for himself the extent-of the 
r iot. A crrcnt number of the neicrhbors hnd already 

b 0 h . 
c:o llecled nncl the rourrh :; nnd r owdies of Phil:lclelp ta , "' . 
n ud Baltimore were ·weeping the country, senrclung 
barns nnd hou ch, nnd behaYing quite rudely at some 

places. 
I mmed iatel y after the r iot the uited tates Govern­

ment ordered~ por tion of th~ i'lfarine Corps from Philn­
del phi a, to be stat ioned at hri ·t i:11m "to keep the 
peace;" while about eigh ty police and oth er officers 
under the goYernmcnt's employ, piloted by pro-slf1yery 
men of the neighborhood, seam ed the count ry for miles 
a round, searched t he h ou cs of nbolitioni t · nnd nll col­
ored peop le, ar rested eYery pcr;oou, white or black, whom 
t hey su. pectcd to h nve been in the figh t, or to b nve cn­
cou rn!!ed it. 'Villinm Baer wn>: now on hand, elated 
wi th .the opportuni ty of lega lly renderin g his prof~­
: ional ser vice.-; to the government . and wn notably JU 

th e heigh t 1f h is impor~nncc. 1\Ia ny of the fugi ti ,·es wh o 
hnd long resided in the neigh borhood fled th rough fenr 
of being ntT°' ted. One colored ma n who had been 
tnk en up as it witnc.-<,: to t.he a Aili r, a nd p lncctl i11 l\Ioyn­
mensing priRon, by some mean made hi c«cnpc, re­
tu rne<l, dug i t ca Ye in the 'roods, in whi ch he Ji,·ed for n. 
long while, a nd wa: feel hy the neighbors. H is only ob­
j ect in th us escaping wa. to ayoid being ca lled upon to 
tcs tif-y at the t,ria l. 

A colored ma n Jiying nea r Penn ingtonville (now 
Atglen), was nrre ted " ·ith some oth ers on susp icion ?f 
being connected wit h th e r iot, nnd incnrcernted m 
l\Ioynmensing prison. H erc he was i dentifi~d by some 
slaveh olders ns being a. sln.ve. After the t rial of Cast-
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ner Hanway for t rea:on be was removed to Lancas ter 
prison to await a t r ial upon charge of complicity in the 
r iot. No bill being found aga inst any of them, t hey 
"·ere discharged. H e was then taken in custody by the 
slaYeholdcrs, drirnn to P ennin otonYillc in t he nio-hL 

0 0 ' 

hand-cu ffed and placed in charge of t wo men in the bar-
room of a. hotel un t il mornu1g. B efore day light, the 
hostler seemg the men were drowsy, went to the cloor 
quietly uufostened it and beckoned to tbc slave who

1 

seeing the opp ortuni ty offered h im to escnpe, qu ick.I; 
left and ran across the fields to the house of ' Yilliam 
" TiJliam:, a colored l\Icthodi. t minister l iving in a tene­
ment of Dil ler F en ce's, near Parkesburg . T he prcncher 
filed off his fottcrs, which t he s liwe put in his pocket as 
a. memen to of the occasion, nnd theu started for P hi la­
delphia, accon~panicd b.y W illiams, tnkiug th e ridge on 
north Yall~y hill to an11 <l the public hig hway . As they 
were cross111g ~ :trcam near Parke ·burg they met. some 
men, wben \ V1llinms, feeling apprehensive of detection 
told th~ colored man he would better get rid of the cum3'. 

.A.ccept111g the suggestion, he dropped them i11 t he 
stJ·eam. He arrived safely in Phi la<lelph in., and from 
there. was forwarded to Canada. J oseph P . , cadett, 
lcarrung wh ere he had left those interestin g (?) r el ics 
went to the place, found Lhcm, and k ept th em in his pos­
session for seYeral years. 

T he wife of th is slave wen t to Lindley Coates', and 
from there was sent t hrough other agents to Canada. 

One of the colored p r isoners, a p ious man, who was 
arrested and put in l\Ioyamensing jail, was heard by 
Anthony E. R ober ts, U ni ted Sta.tes l\Iarshal, praying 
to the L ord to "shake K line over H ell," but in the ful-
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ness of his charity he ejacu lated, "but Lord, don't drap 
him hi." 

A letter was found in the hat of Edward GorHtch, 
g h·i11g informat ion of' h is J:1vc:; with name", al iases, etc. 
A description of some colored peo pl e in the vicini ty of 
ChrU iana, the locnli t.r of Parkcr·s house, etc. The 
writ ing co1Tei>pondcd wi th that of a while man in 
the neig hborhood who profos;:ccl to be an nbolit io11 ist, 
a nti who had frcq11c11 t ly cndcarn rcd to elicit from them 
:<11ch k nowlcclgc a-- he imppo:-:ed they po::: -c.;:;cd iu r cfer­
enc to ccr l11 i11 colored per:::on:5 whom he • u..:pccted to be 
. In vc:;. Among the ncgroe:-: he a&;umcd to be their 
fo ithful fr iend. T he letter wa signed with his init ials. 
Aft.er the fcn r of the colored people had somewhat 
ab11,tcd, their foel ing of indig nation toward him fo r this 
t reachcrnus act became . o intense, that, apprehend in g 
revenge from them, he disappeared from that section, 
mid has not been k nown to r ctu rn there s iuce. 

Pa rker came back to Penn ylva nin in the ·ururner of 
1872. In August h e pok e nt a. polit ica l meeting in 
Ch ristiana, and spent l'evernl da ys there visit ing fricndc::. 

Castner Hanway nncl E lijah L ewi , ,r ho rcfu~ed to as­
s ist the ·la.vch olders in capt uring their slaves when the 
warrant wns read to th em, were arrested upon chru·ge of 
T reason, nnd J oseph P . Scarlett :rnd thirty-fiYc negroc.; 
were arrested with them. They were 1111 tnkcn to P hila­
delphia, and con fi ned in l\[oya mcu ing p rison 97 clays. 
Castner H a nway was tried in the Circui t Court of the 
United • talcs, for t he Eastern District of P ennsylvnnin, 
h eld in Philadelph ia in November a nd D ecember, 1851, 
before Judges Griel' and Knnc. The j ury, nftcr being 
out about fifteen minutes r eturned a verdict of NOT 

F* I 

• 
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GUILTY. After this J . W. Ashmead, Dist rict Attor­
ney for the U nited • 'tates, addre.-sing t he Court !'a id : 
"]Jfay it please your H ono1-. I t is not my intention lo try 
the cases of the other defendants who arc in cuRtocly, 
charged with having committed H ig h Treason agninst 
t he United. tates. Judge G rier ha. decided, that Lak­
ing th e whole of t he evidence g iYcn on th e part of th e 
go,·ernment in the trial of H a nway to be true, it docs 
not constitute the cri me charged in t he indi ctment. H e 
does say, however, that the fact · proved make 011 L t he 
offenses of riot and murder, and that they arc cogni za­
b le only in a State court. U nder th c."C circumstan ces, 
it is my design to enter tL nolle proseqni on a ll th e 11u­

t ri ed bills fo r t reason, and to trau. fer the custody of th e 
prisoners to the county of Lan caster , to awai t th e r ci ult 
of such proceedings as t he , tate authori t ic.5 may dce111 
it necessary to inst itute." 

T hey were therefore t ra nsferred to the L a nc:a. t c r 

county ja il. ' 'Vhen th eir cases we re broug ht u p at the 
n ext term of court in tha t county, to an: we r to t he 
charge of riot and murder , the gra nd jury ig nored the 
bills, and the prisoners were all r eleased. 

Thus ended the prosecut ions which grew out of the 
Christiana tragedy. No one wns convict.eel up on ciLhcr 
the cha rge of " Treason," or of "Riot and 'Murder ." 

HAPTEH IX. 

J. \\· 11.1.tA3t5 T11 o n:-<F:.-lncidl.'nl>' .- Kicln<tppini:: nl ~l id1nC'l '.:llycr~ .­

R1n ·31o u n C . \\· 11,t .tA 31"0 :-<.-.l .\ '11 :.~ Fl'J.TO:-<, Jn. >S D C:rnt:o:> 

P1 E:ncv..- l ncid c- nts.- GHA \"SEH ,\sn llASS.\ 11 ) 1 .\J~'B.-lnc.-idcnt~ .­

S11r11h )fill">5h 11111rriC',. E11~.-hi 11~ Barnnnl.- \\·ork of ~ 1111 ion Clo~<'~ . 

,J. WI 1.1.1.\'.:IT:-- TllOH~E. 

(Bo rn D c <'l.' t11bcr :l.ll h. IMG.) 

Anti-:::hwrry adYoca tcs, like all other ·thinking men 
an1l women , ~n tcrlain rd clifforr nt Yicw,.; :1:; to their duty 
in r la t ion lo the ;:;y;<((' lll of" holding huma n br ings ;'.S 
chattel property. j n a pol i t i ca I d i:<cu~i<111 upon I his 
·u bjcct in Ch ri: t ia na, ,J. 'I \ -i 11 i:1111 ::: Thorne on the pa rt 
of the " Libert.)· P:1rt)-, ·· t he pu rpo,;e of which wn::; lo 
abolish s lnxcry t h roug h ,·oting 11ncl lcgi:<b l ion, a ncl 
whi ch had fo r it ,.: a d vocate:-; ,.;uch prominent men a J ohn 
G . Whitt.icr, '1Villia 111 A. Goodell ancl G c rrit • milli , 
maintnined that political action wa,: c;0..::cn t ia l to the suc­
cess of their object. Thoma " ' hit::;on, wh o w11s nmon~ 
the 11011-Yoting nboli t ion i,.;t,.; with \\' illia m Lloyd Garn­
sou and others, bclieYc<l tha t we could 11ot take p oliticid 
act.ion under ex is t in g ci rcu 111st:111 cc,.; wi t hout com p ro­
mising t he principle::; of libe rty b~· cndor5iog the pro­
slascry clau,:~ in the Con::;tit.u t ion of Lhc l -n itcd 'tntcs, 
and remarked intcrrogat ing ly f' o \ Vi ll i1rn1s, " would thee 
b e \rillinO' Ull'·tin"t t he pro- l·l\·cr r dnu;;cs of the Con-

. . t» < I:> ' • ~ • • • • • • • f". b cln <TC?" 
st1tut1on to :1:::s1st fug1L1Yes 111 escaping 10111 ou 1:1 . 

. l " t l e1·c is no thine: "Y cs" replied Th om e prompt y, 1 ~ 
. ' . . . 'Tl ·er)· "fli ri t of Lhc m Lhe .Coust1t11 t1on to preycnL 1t. 10 ' . " 
preamble CO llll1J:IJlclS t hat J shall do it,." 
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" Thee shall have the opportunit.y," said Whitson. 
"I will be glad of it," !'aid Thorne emphatically; and 

he had abundant oppor tun itie.-:; after that, aud garn a. -
sistance to all \rho came to th is newly C's t:1bli!::hecl s ta­
tion. Th is was in 18:30, after the pa:snge of t.hc "F11-
git i ve , 'lave Law." 

1\Iany were sent to him by Thoma: \\' hi t.'<on and 
many ~I.hers by Lindley Coat.es, J o:>hua Brinton, J o:;cph 
l\[oorc, .Joseph Fult.on and James 'Wil liams. H e sent. 
them in the night to other slatioos-gcncrnlly Bunsnll's 
- in a covered wagon in care of trust.y colored men. 
, ome remained a few week · and worked for l1im, for 
which be pa id them the ful l cu tomary wages. :ro ca!5e 
was ever proved to h is knowledge of any an ti-slavery 
men employing fugitives for weeks, :rnd then startliug 
them with a report that slaseholdcrs were in the vicin­
ity, and hurrying them off uudcr pica of security, giv ing 
them two or three dollars when t.hey owed them mucl1 
more. This "·as an accusation common ly and falsely 
mnde against the Underg round Railroad men by their 
pro-slavery neighbors. 

A negro called "Tom-up-in-the-barn," li ving neitr the 
Gap, started early one morning to Caleb Brinton's to 
nssist in threshing, and was never hen.rd from af'ter­
\\'!lrds. As there were kidnappers known to be lurking 
in the neighborhood at tha.t t ime, the supposit.ion was 
that he had been captured. 

J\HCITAEL MYEHS. 

Michael Myers, two miles east of Coatesville, fre­
quently hired fugit ives who came to him fron~ ~am~s 
\Villiamsou's. One of them, Thoma~ Hall, liv111g _ m 
his tenant house ,ras }trouse<l at daylight one mornmg 
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by fou r men who proYed to be kidnappers. The early 
ca 11 made him us picious that something was wrong. 
A rming himself with an axe he approached the tloor 
and opened it. The men rushed in. H e <:truck nt one, 
but foiled lo h it him. A pi;.tol w11 then fired at him, 
but the bal l mi&"ing him , entered the. boulder of one.of 
their own part.y. They then ;.eizcd him, dragged lum 
out upou a platform, bou nd and hnndcu fled him. The 
mnn who wa · to appear at this junct ure mi.::::ed the r oncl, 
11ud did not arrive on t ime. The firing of tho pi ·to! 
and the noi:;e nrou:;ed i\Iichacl, and he went to t he scene 
of' action. . 'o much were the colored people in tha t 
neighborhood incen etl ngnin:>t kidnappers, or eyen rhe 
lawfully nuthoriwcl Iiwc-hu nters, and so much were 
I.hey :ilways on the aler t for them, that in one-half hour 
front the firi ng of' tha t pistol about thirty of thC'm had 
assembled a rmed with club. , hoes, pitchforks, etc., and 
it was with cliliiculty they were r e.-;t raincd by neig hbors 
who had t.hen a rriYed, from murdering t he whole party 
of s layc-catehers. They seemed u tterly r cgardle..-:s, or 
clcstitut.c, of fea r, even when the threatening pi tol wa 
pointed at I.heir head:;. During the detention Tuaac 
Preston went to'. quire Robert :Mi ll er 's, for a warrnnt 
to arrest t he ki<lnn.ppers. I t was ohtaiuecl aud they were 
arrested. The handeufis " ·ere then fil eLl off }!nil's 
wrists, the s laYe-huntcrs r efusing to remo,·e them. 
During the detention an<l arrest on one side of _the 
house, Hall wn::> allowed to escape from the other s ide. 
He afterwards acknowledged that he belonged to one 
of' t he pnrty, but they had come without a. warran t, i~nd 
hnd attempted to take h im without legal authon ty. 
\.ft . . b . l J le i-ut came buck J. er g1v1ng nil they returnee 1011 , u 
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a t the t ime for t rial. ' Vhen the cnse cnme before 
Court the grand jury ignored the bi ll. A colored mnn, 
well-known in ' Vest Chester, wns su ·pected of having 
rriveo the owner information of H a ll. Two men nnmed 
I:> 

W indle and Cooke were profossionnlly engngcd in hunt-
ing up fugit i,·cs, but were neYer k no1rn, in Ghciiter 
county, at lens t, to cla im a ny oth ers. 

Not long atler this another colored man Ji ,·ing 1rith 
:Michael l\Iyers went to n, colored Qua r terly i\foeLing at 
N ew Garden, and 1r11s never hea rel of aflen rn rds. 
I t was suppo. ed he 1ra: kidnapped. 

S EY)CO UH C. WI LLTAJ\l .'O::\. 

(I 13--Eii;hLh mon t h 2.3<1 , ISllO.) 

The re.c::idcncc of , eymour C. ' Vil linmson, in Cnln, 
Chester county, 1ras a branch station. H e a!". isted 
many, and some of his exper iences were q 11 ite excit ing. 
T hose who ani vecl the re ca me chiefl y t hrough Lhc hands 
of Thomas H ambleton a nd James Fulton, an d 1re rc 
t ak en to ·w ill inm A. and Micajah , pcakman '::. 

H e was emphatic iu h i.· denunciat ion of slit\'ery wiLh 
it: concomita nt evils, ea rnest in the 1rork of ns. ist ing 
fug itives, and rejoiced in passing them fu r ther ou their 
,ray from the land of ch a ins and masters to I hnt of free­
dom. "When about to give the aut hor some remi nis­
cences of h is labors, he was sudden ly i:cmoYed by death , 
sh or tly after leaving Chester county for a re ·idcnce in 

Kansas. 
.TAl\IES F U LTON, .T R. 

(Born Fo m th 1110. (Apl'i l) 8th , 1813.-Dic d Eii::hth 1110 . ( A ui;.) :l.JU1, 1850.) 

One of the mpst noted stations on th e slaves' route to 
freedom was E rci ldoun , Che.5ter county. T he fami lies of 
J a mes F ulton and G ideon P ierce, li ving nea r each other 

• 
I 

~ -
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in t he ::a me Yi lln!!c, work ed too-ether on nil occasions, so 
~ 0 

t hat the homes of the two families were, in renl ity, n-
one :::tat ion, nnd iL mattered not to which place fugit iYes 
were sent. Jnme.;; F ulton . jr .. bein~ from hi- youth a 
pe:l('e111:1ker, nnd being earnc:;t, able :mrl nctin• in nil 
111 or:1l :ind educ:it ion:d reforms, n clear \Hiler au<l n 
C'Ogen t a nd logical >'pe:-iker, hccnme 1ridcly known :rnd 
h i~hly re.:pecled. It w:i;; :t:' natura l then fo r him to 
:l:'>' i,.;i. t l u~ ;: l:w c in ga in ing freeclon1 :1:: for a :::1 ren m Lo 
llow from it s foun tai n. 

The g reater numher of i'la\·e~ wlw :trriYctl at this 
:::tation c:rn:<::ed the . 'u,.:q11ehn11 n:1 a l " ' rights.Yill e, nrnl 
came hy way of' Danie l Gibbon:' :incl Lind ie~· Co:it c;:. 
l\[:111y crn::;:ecl at l f:t \T c-clc- :r ace. nncl enmc hy wa~· of 
Tfomhl clon',., in P l'nn lown:"hip. 

T he men gcue rn lly ·am on fool, h11 t the 1rome11 a nd 
ch ildren w re hrong h t. in wagons. _\ tone t ime t1rc11 ty­
fi vc men, women a ncl c hi Id ren arr i n •d . :111d were kept two 
or three nigh t" . T hey we re taken to 1\:1th:1n :Evnns hy 
L u k ens P ierce, . on of G idenn ( born J u I y 2!lt h. 1, Zl.­
Diccl April 2:)th, 1 7:2) , in a la rge <'o ,·e;·ctl \r:1gon ,rith 
four hor,.e,;. T o pro,·ide fo r :<uch a family mu;:! ncce.::­
snrily clr:11r hea \' il y upon lhe re:ou1Te>' of cl.1nrit \'. Bu t it 
1ras fr<'e ly nnd C'lwerf"u ll y gin ' n. Ko i't ing inl':'.'"c· r:w1ped 
t hei r f:ou ls. Ko thou!;ht :iro:-c in t hei r mind,., except, 
t ha t Lhe g reater n11 mbC' r t he \' thu a,,c:<istccl, t he g rea ter 
amoun t of good t hey were d ;1 ing fo r a suffo r ing p eop le. 
Upon t.he a r ri va l of the;-;c, s upper Ji:td to be p repared . 
One i tem of lh i · meal 1ras a wnshboilcr of potatoc.-3. 
A del Lo: I his t he amount of urend 11nd o the r I hings 
r equired, :rnd 1re lllll;o;t 1rnt.ur:lllr concl ude t.hat no one 
hut 11 kind-hea r ted , benevolent :;pi r it. could, in those 
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t imes, he an nhol itionist, nnd rspecinlly nn Uncler­
grou11d Ti a ilron<I agent. P eople may :u::<11mc goodness 
when it ro,;ls not hing, or in a hu,;i 11 r:-::; point of \' iew 
when a mo11r)· -n1ak i11g ohjc:tL i;: the u11dcrl _y ing mot i\' r, 
or g i\'C to a p11 li lic eha rit·y, how ' \·er, gnHl~ingl ~·. for 
reputation',; ;:ake; but the:-:c peopk', in the;: •rrct of' their 
home'."', witlw11t a thoug ht or hope of' l'Olll lK'n;:ation, g:t\'C 
ol' t hc: i r t i lll C', la hor an cl mo11 Py, lo the opprc:-::-:ed of' H 

rlow11-t rodde11 ra l·e who ,;ought their a id, while Lhc p11h­
lie n :\' ilc<l them, ;:11cirty o:;tra(' izNl l hC'111 , :rnd the spirit 
of' dcnu 11 ciatio11 wa:; 111a11i fc. tcd tcm:ml them by i11Cli­
\"id ua b of a ll rank:>, f'ro n1 a ><<:a\'eng •r lo n P rr,;ident. 

.: ixteen fi ne looking i11 tell ige11 t 111c11 , nil waiter:; n11d 
coaC' hmen from \\.ash i11gto11 :111cl the Di. Lrict of ' 0 111111-

bia, came a t one ti111e, were pro,·idecl fo r, nnd taken to 
K alha 11 Ern 11,.;. A nd thu ,.; fo r many year:;, unt il the 
abolit ioi1 of :; l<1,·cry , tllC'y were coming and going, in 
large and i11 :;mal l number:;. , '0111e remai11ed :t t H.l 

worked in the 11 cighborhood. 
Th ree brother:-:, .Jacob, .Jo:<eph and Hichanl Cartet', 

from L ee:-:bu q.;, Yn., arri\'ed there in the autumn of' 
B uchanan':; eleetion (1 'i56). .J:tcoh nn<l J oseph had 
been ,.;olcl and :>cut to H.iehmoml where they were p ut in 
IL s lase pen w i I It a lot of other:> i o be sold ag:iin. I n 
t he mc:ant i111<' 1·l1ey were hi red out te111pornrily; and 
tak ing aclrnn l:tgc of th e occaRio11, they left, r eturned 
" home," goL Lhcil' brot her R icha rd, and all stn1-ted for 
t he ·o l'th. They came lo D r. J o:eplt G ibbons ; he suit 
them to Lind Icy Coates, nnd he to Ereildoun. On their 
w iLy t h rough Lhc sla \'C scetion they encountered the 
usual d iOi eu ltic;: a nd di111gers of fugit i,·es. They were 
p tt r:;ucd by l hci r ovcr:;ecr , who eame so close t.o them as 
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to be Oil oue i::ide of n ::trenm, or ri\·er a they en lied it., 
while they were Oil t he oppo. ite. They challenged bim 
to come aeroi::s. Bu t he, no doubt doubting the fcasi­
hi lit.y of such a i::tep, decl ined the inYitntiou. Quickly 
gathering reinfo rcements he r enewed the chac:e nncl ar­
riYecl in i::ight of them a they reached :ind entered R. 

cl en~e thicket 
"\\"here hnrclly n h 11m11n foot co11 ld pl\Sl!, 

Orn ht111111n hen rt wo11ld do re : 
O n the C)11nki11~ t 11 rf o f the g-rccn 111omss, 
Ench cro11chC'd in the rnnk nnd tnnglccl g-ms.~ . 

Like n w ild hC'nst in his lnir." 

Ifrre they succc.",;f'u lly eluded nil pursui t. . \fter rc­
maini urr unt il they con:-: idered all danger pnst they cnme 
out and made the rc,;l of the journey in safety. 

J oseph and R ichard hired in the ueighborhood. 
Jacob· r emained in Ercildoun, wns inclustriou" and sav­
ing, purchased 11, property on which he sti ll resides, i a 
mi nister aud much re pectcd. 

GRAY)IEH .\)ID HA;\N AU M.,\R~ll. 

Grnvner (1777-1 48), and Haunnh llfnrsh (17 D-
1864), were among the early abolitionists whose home 
became one of the first "regular sta t ions" 0 11 the fugi­
tives' r oute th rough Chester county. They resided in 
Caln township, five mi les ,rest of D owni ng ton. The 
husband felt i t n du ty to encourage pol iticnl act ion 
agnin t the national eYil of hold ing t.he cl~ceudaut~ of 
one country ns chattel slaves for uo other cause than 
that of being black; whil e the govem ment threw open 
its doors and invited the wh ite inhnbitnnts of all other 
cou ntries to come, settle on ou r lauds nnd become free 
cit izens under t he rogis of our la,ws. He therefore united 
h imself with the Free-soil Party who considered that 
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11 i\Tnn is on e, 
And h e lrnlh one grcnt h enrt. lt is thus we feel 
"·ith n gii:.'1\ntic throb nlh wnr t the sen 
Ench ot h e r's r ights nnd wrongs." 

Hnnnnh wns also an actiYe worker in th e cause, all(l 
aLtcnded all nnti-shwery meetings in the neighborhood 
when the public denounced them a not respectable 
gatherings. She was known ns being ii very kind woman 
-a real mother to all. 

Slaves came to their plncc from Daniel G ibbon:, 
J oseph Haines, .Jn mes Ful ton, Lindley Con Les, l\Iordccai 
Hayes, Thomas Bonsall, and other;-. 

'\Vhen sent on foot they were genernlly g iven n slip 
of paper wi th wri ting which the fa mily would recog­
nize. .Jnmcs Fulton freq uently wrote but the single 
word "Ercildoun ," or "Fallowfield." They were to 
know the place hy its lmvi ng la rge tone buiklings with 
extensive white-washed stone wall:; around them. Thc:-c 
cnme in daytime. '\Vhcn bro11~h t, it was chiefly aL 
night, or after dusk. The barking of th e " ·11tch-clog, 
annou nced their coming and nrou:ecl Lhc fa mily who 
would raise a window nnd call. A known voice would 
reply "Thomas Bonsall's ca rriage;" or similar replie: 
would be g iven by cotlductors from other places. . 

These fugit ives were always provided with food; the 
women were secreted in the house, the men in a hay­
mow at the barn. Sarnh Marsh, daughter of G rnvncr 
and Hannnh, took them to A ll en '\Vills, J ohn Vicker:;, 
Grace Anna L ewis, Micajah Speakman, and occasion­
ally, when she could not go so fa r, to Dr. E shleman. 
These journeys were made in day-time until after the 
passage of the Fugit ive Slave L aw-the womei: riding 
with her while the men went on foot. Sometimes her 
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denrborn wn. so full that she rode in front with ber feet 
on the ~haft:-. This nltrn.cted no attention, as he at­
tended Philadelph ia m:nkets nncl wa · frequently com­
pelled to ride in thnt way when her wagon wn pncked 
with market ing. 

'\\ hen danger was appreh ended, the women were 
dre:-sed in plain attire, to ma ke them look like F r iends, 
with large bonnet · and yeil · a · wa the cu,tom in tho c 

days. 
After the passage of that puuitiYe l:iw they felt it ne­

c~sa ry to be e,·en more wary and en refu 1 I han before, 
and she seldom ventu red wi th them in dny-ti me. If 
they cn mc in the cn rly pa rt of night, :t supper was g iYen 
them and she took th em to the !"tat ions ment ioned, nnd 
returned before morning, regardless of the cond ition of 
road , dfll'knel"s or the \\·cathcr. 

, 'he took ni ne, men, women and children. one night, 
to J oh~ Vicke r's, ii di tunce of nine mile . he paid 
toll on the turnpike road, ns if going to market. The 
men walked, nncl when arriYing at t.hc toll gates, went 
around them throug h t he fi elds. T hey arri,·ed nt 11 
o'clock, a nd she returned by morning. 

ThC4ir neighbor: were pro-slnxcry, and knew that the: 
assisted fugitiYes, hut yet hore n, rc::;pcctl'ul regard for 
them, and man ifested no di::;po ition to inform upon them. 
The curiosity, howeYcr, of one wo111au to know how 
many slaves p assed th rough their hnnds in one year wns 
nrou eel to such a degree tha.t she watched the road for 
tweh·e months, nnd counted ::: ixty; 1U1cl "she knew tl111 t 
they and James Fulton nnd others didn't do nil that 
for nothing. They wouldn't harbor and feed that 
many in a year without gettiug paid for it in some way." 
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But of the number that may have passed when she was 
"off guard," at meals or otherwise, and of the number 
tha t ' rnre broug ht at nights, sbe had no concep tion. The 
idea of pecun iary compensation for scn ·ice:; rendered 
these poor human beings neYcr entered the minds of their 
Christian benefa ctors. A purer, loft ier , nobler purpose 
actuated their hearts than that of doing mercenary work 
under the semblance of charity and benevolence. 

" FTnsL thou po we r ? Lh o wen k defend; 
L igh L?-gh·o ligh L; t h y k no wledge le nd ; 
Rieb ?- re member Ilim who gtt \'O ; 

Free ?-be b rolh cr to the slnvo." 

·while R ichard Gibbs, a colored man, was a t work 
after har vest in the barnyard of Gravner Marsh, a slave 
master ch·ove up in his" sulkey," followed by bis drivers 
in another vehicle. So intent was the colored man 
upon his work that he did not notice any one coming 
unti l he was accosted " ·ith " \Veil, G ibbs, you a re hard 
a t it." There was something alarm ingly fh.milin.r in 
the sound of tliat voice. H e raised his eyes, nncl there, 
behold ! was his old nrnster close upon him. H e did 
not stop to pa rley about ma tters, but dropping his fork, 
he put his bands upon a fence close by, lea ped it and 
ran down a hill toward a grove along side of whi cJ1 was 
Beaver creek . T he men jumped from their carriage 
and pursued, gaining on him, as he wore heavy boots. 
The master was a cripple and could not run. 'Vhen he 
reached the fence at t he foot of the h ill the men were 
b ut a few feet behind him ; but he sprang for the top 
ra il tumbled over it with a somersault, ran through a 
a c~·eek and into a t hicket of grape vines and briers 
where he disappeared from their sight while they halted 
on the swampy bank of the stream as if reluotant to 

\. 
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pursue h im through that mud, wnter and tangled fen. 
H e went Lo Thoma , pa e;kman '~, where he wn safely 
ensconced , a nd sent for his wi fe. Granier l\Inrsh wa 
also in fo rmed. H e went there :rnd co11-tilted with 
Thomas a to the be . .;;t me:rn::: fo r their csc:ipe. T hey 
tlccme<l it exped ient fo r him and hi · wi fe to go entirely 
out of the neig hl)() rhoo<l into ::ome di;:tant parts, and to 
t:l1:111ge their n:1mc:;, nnd then ga \·c them the neceE'n ry 
amount of monc)· tll go with. After some time they 
wrote back stati ng that they had a rr i\·ecl a t their cl · t i­
nat ion, and were :-:a te. 

Gr:n ·ner Ma rsh d ied in 1 ' -!S. Hi - widow continued 
to a id f1w iti,·e · as before 11~'Hed by her CYer enrue t "' ' . 
a nd energet ic daughter,, ':1rnh,' (Born F ir't month 30th, 
181!)), who still made her j ourneys at night. To 
thought of it.-:; b eing a t rouble ever 1.~rn rred the p leasure 
tha t fi lled her hea rt in thus fo rwa rdi ng ·Jin·c.s to liberty. 
No sombre clouds of ::;elfishnc...<::; could e\·er bedim tJ1e 
rays of happine::::; t hat foll upon, a nd lightened her 
spirit iu tho e night ly mission of lo\·c to the oppressed 
of God's crea.tu res, a I though, undoubtedly she hear t ily 
wishccl at all times that the cai1se fo r this d raft on be­
nevolence had 11 0 longer a u exi:;tence. 

Iu· 185-! she married E uscbius Barna rd, (1 02-
1865), a minister in the ociety of Friends, nn earnest 
abolit ionist, a n enthusiastic reformer, and nu ncti,·e 
arrent on the U nclerrrround Railroad. In her new ca-
"' "' pacity she rendered as valuable services to her husband 

in aidinrr fu rritives as she did to her father and mother. 
b "' b' The ma in props of the Grn~ner l\Iarsh sta tion eing 

now removed, the extensive accommodations it had fur ­
n ished could be supplied no longer . 
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In 1864, on the 23d of 7th month (July), Hannah 
Marsh passed from a life she had nobly fi lled with good 
works, to one, we h~we every reason to believe, m; re­
p lete wi th g lorious rewards. The annouuccrncnt of her 
death was accompanied by the fo llowing t ribute to hc1· 
memory: 

" T he reformed and the oppressed, hn.yc lost in her a 
firm coadju to1· and substa ntial fri end. 'he rcs idecl wi th 
her husband, Gra vner Marsh, for about fo rty yea rs in 
Cal n township, and was always recognized as a rock of 
adamant, to whom reform ers and the friend le. s ever 
flocked and in whose shelter they took refuge. H c1· 
h ouse was emphatically a refuge to the wcnry pilg ri m 
fleeing for his freedom, and hundreds of thc:;e were 
kindly r eceiYed by her, fed and assi: ted on their way. 
H er motto was, " All should give proof of relig ion by 
works of practical righteousness and beneficence to 
1nen." 



JOHN Y I CK ER.'3. 

C'IL\.PTER X . 

Jol111 \"ickcrs, E11rly Ed11cntio 11 nnd D omestic T.ifc.-lncid~nts.-.\bncr 

l • 1ndr11m.-Othcr J11c idcntl'.-Pn"~o11 V ickers.- h nrlcs )foorc. 
)licojnh nnd \\"illin111 A . :"pcnk111n11 .--S11rnh A ., d11ughtc r of 11.licn ­
jnh , 111nrric11 .J. ;\lillc r ;\l c Ki111 . 

J OH :\ \"I CK EHS. 

( !lo rn Eii:-ht h 1110., ( .\ 111:-.) Sth. l illO.-Dicd Pou rt h mo., (A pr.) :!8th, 1860.) 

.John Yickc r:< was born of Q uaker pa rentc1ge, i ll Cnln 
town;;;hi p, <th 1110., (Aug.) Lh, 17 0. Hi father, 
' l'honu1;;; \ ick.ers, wa n promiuell t nbolition i::;t, and one 
of the enrli c..,;t nnd mo:::t nctiYe agents Oil t he U nder­
g round lhilroacl. He \\"fts one of t he orig inal members 
of the P ennsyh·nnia Anti- hw ery oeiety, formed ill 
Philadel phia in 1777 with I saac T. H opper. Anthony 
Belle7.ei nncl other -, of which B enjamin Franklin wns 

the first President. 
H i g rnndfather, Thoma Vick ers, was an e:une-t 11ncl 

indefatigable laborer in the Friends' l\[in i t ry, and 
trnveled much in l1is relig ious calling. 

I t was around the hearthstone of h ome, from his ear­
liest youth, tha t J ohn V ick ers, whose nnme was after­
wards known throughout North and outh, as one of 
th e most aei i\'e, cautious, conscien tious, and skillful 
managers of the "Underground " trnnsit of the boud­
mnn to l iberty, learned a deep sympathy fo r the wrongs 
nnd oppressious of the enslaved ncg ro. 

In 1803 he married Abig~il Paxson and r eronined on 
the place in pn r tucrship with his father iu the ronnufac­
ture of pottery; they haYing au extensiYe reputntion 
for their superior skill in mnk.ing a fine variety of ware . • 
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In ] 13 he purchased n farm in \\ hitelnnd, erected 
pottery bui ld ing:; ancl carried ou the business u nt il 
1 :23, when he purc:h:tscd a proper ly in Uwchlan, uenr 
Lio1willc, where he coul iuucd the 111:mufocturi11g of wnre 
unt il hi · death, when he was succccclcd by his son , 
Pnx. 0 11. 

In his tlomc:;tic li fe he wns dc\·otcdly attnchcd Lo hi:;; 
famil y . T heir phy:; ical comfo rt, moral noel intelleetu:tl 
cul ture, nntl spiri tual g rowth we re a pa rt of his daily 
Lho11g ht:; and cnrc. The regular family readi ng of the 
:cripLu rc:;, when a ll were c:o ll cc:ted :trouml the table for 
that p11 rpo ·c, wa: not the cold forma li ty of a rclig iou 
rl uLy, but :L ~tson of true, incere enjoyment in whi ch 
he felt the warm fl ow of n clcYotcd, cheerful, religious 
spiriL. 

l n bu ·iness t ra nsactions, or in the ::;ocin l sphere, he 
was wholly unselfish, e\'er cousideriug what would n<l­
vnncc the practica l welfare and c:on<lu ce to the happiness 
of othc1·:;. In Lhc words of 'had es G. Ame.-;, in 11 e ulogy 
upon Prc:;idcn t Gadi clc.1, " H e nc\·er sho\·cd nnot her 
n icle tha t he n1igh t ha\'c t he bette r place, nor soug hL to 
>=cc:ure fo r him. e lf cmolul cuts, or gai n:; in :111y thing, to 
which s trict justice to other:; did not ent itle him." 

"For o th e r nims his h en rt h n d lcnrned t o p r ize , 
l\lurc be n t l o rnisc t h e wre t c h ed th 1111 to l'isc." 

H is be11cvolcnec was uui,·ersnl, r egard ing ucither sect, 
race uor color. No one e\·cr cnmc to h im with l1eart 
opprcsse<l wi th so rrow and wcu t mrny " ·ithout rcceiying 
wurds of chcc 1· and comfort, and the unmi:;t11k:1ble evi­
dences of his tender sympathy . N o one in need C\·er np­
pcnled to h im in vain for kindly nssistnn cc. In integri ty 
he \\' HS as strict as in morals he wns j u:;t aud bcnc\·oleu t. 

u 
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" Ile ne\"er brok e h is freed om fnilh 
And n e\"er bro ke h is w o rd; 

lie li\·ed 1111 upri~ht, s tendfnst life, 
And quietude prefer red." 

H e was a man of few words, of modc:--t prctc11sion:-i, 
clear perceptions, calm and profound in thought, antl 
de li berate in fo rming and expressing his judg ment. 
Y et in cases of sudden emergencies, demanding i111mc­
tlinte nction, his mind "·ould at 011ce take in t he situa­
t ion , g rasp t he means imperati vely required at the 
momen t, a nd adapt them to t he end to be achieved with 
surprising promptness and without apparent effort. 

H e was clerk of Caln 1\Ionthly and Caln Q unr tcrly 
1\Icetings for several years prior to his removing to 
Uwchlan and uni ting with thatl\Ionthly l\Iccting. Later 
he served as elder and oYerseer, resigniog the ofli cc of 
elder a few years before his death which occurred -I-th 
mo. (A.pril 28th,) 1860. 

About 1818 t wo fugitives were sen t to .John Vicker' 
place from his father 's, and were hidden in an attic 
over the garret. A 11 through that fo renoon thing:; went 
on in the house in the usual quiet way, the women busied 
themselves about their domestic du ties, feeling nn in ward 
satisfaction that they were throwing thcix mantle of pro­
tection over two human beings who were endeavoring 
to escape from the slavemaster's lash to manhood's free­
dom. And quietly did these negroes r ep ose under their 
roof, confid ing their lives and their liberties in the h ands 
of th ese th eir northern fr iends, drinking in the sweet 
anticipations of a newer, noble_r l ife, when suddenly the 
k itchen door burst open and m rushed J ohn, pale and 
trembling with anxiety and sa id, "The owners of these 
slaves are at my fat.her's searching the house and they j 
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will soon be he re. \ \' c mu t get the men away nt once." 
\ Vi t h a Imo t the ·wiflne..."S of nn a rrow he . peel up 
. ta ir>', mounted a ladde r , rcmoYed t he nttic door, t old 
th e men of t heir danger, hurried t hem d owu to t he 
backyard, bndc them flee aero. ~ the field to n wood and 
111:1ke good t h ii· esca pe. T his was barc h· d one when 
th e pur:-:ucrs, l ike hounds in do::;c chase . of t he deer , 
rode up lo the opposite .·idc of the house and clcma11decl 
cn t rnnC'c. " I t wi l l be of n o u:::c to :::ea r t h my house," 
: aid J olrn, "for I k now t he re arc no fog it iYes in it." 

" \ Vc'll :::0011 sec about that," wa tl 1c t:1rL r c.:::ponse. 
" They were seen corni ng th is way." F or thwith they 
bc!!:tn sea rch from ccllnr to crarrct u 11d c r beds and ill ..... :::> ' 

closet ·, and in c \· rr nook or box where they th ou crht a .. .. ~ 

man cou ld be d oubled up. J ohn nccomp:rn ied them 
with the utmost placidi ty. H e knew t he negroes were 
fast lengthening t he di tan cc bctwee11 t hemseh-cs and 
thci r p u rsuc rs . 

Heaching t he garret and yet finding n o one, t hey were · 
about to g ive up in de,,,pair wh en one of them e-- pied the 
trap-door in the ceil ing lead ing to the a ttic. Elated 
wi th this timely d i::;coYery h e shou ted in h is hoa rse 

. " 'I'I tl I · voice, rnrc icy arc ; t 1ey a rc np 111 tha t at.tic ; we'll 
search th ere." 

" 'I ' l I " . l T I icy m·c uot t lCrc, sa1c • o 111 , " we noYer u c t hat 
p lace." 

"But you have n way to get there, a11d we must see 
into it." 

"It will be of n o use," "for ther e is no on e t here I 
know." 

" \ Ve must see," was the laconic and mandatory reply. 
A ladder wns procured and they ascended nnd gr oped 
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around in the dark, over uncovered joists until fu lly 
satisfied that the objects of their search were not there. 
I ncensed at their di!'appoin lment anJ chagrin at their 
utter failure, they abandoned a 11 fo rther eflort: t here. 
On leasincr the house, one of them caustically rema rked, 
"'Ne mid]1t us well look for n. needle in a haystack 
as fo r a nigger among Quaken;." 

T hey h owever, coutinuetl their sea rch in the neigh­
borhood for :L clay or two, but with no better succc.-;s. 
The slaves got safoly to Canada. 

Mary, daughter of John, (i,·e years of age, had so indel­
ibly stamped upon her mind the "·hole tr:u1saction-th_e 
appearance of her father _ a~ he. entere<~ .the house, his 
hurried movements, the flight of the fug1t l\·es, the looks 
and demeanor of the nrnsters-that eyer afterwards 
her feelings r<ffolted wi th horror at the thought of such 
treatment of human beings, and she became a sympa­
thisinfl" worker in the anti-slavery cause. 

0 

At one t ime two fug itives were concealcLl at 'l'ho111as 
Vick ers'. "While there, the owner accon1pnnicd by 
lL slave-catcher who had obtained inforuia tion of t.he 
course they had taken, arrived at the house and began 
search. \ \Thile these men were engaged in one part of 
the house, the slaves were assisted out the other part 
and fled toward ,John V ickers'. The hunters seeing 

them started in close pursui t. A rriving there, bewil-
' . cle red with fear, the slaves ran rn to the hou:e, when J olrn, 

who fo rtunately saw the chase, im mediately hurried 
them through the house and bnde them speed to a woods 
in the opposite direction, and then very calmly met the 
hunters at the door. They told their business, described 
the negroes, and at once proceed to enter. J ohn told 

I 
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them there were no colored men of that de- criplion in 
h is h ou!'e. 

"There nre," _nid the men i111p:1 t icntly, "for " ·e !'aw 
them go in, and your pl:tee smells of uigger:;.'' 

"I-fa ye you a warra n r '?" 
"Ko." 
"You cnnnot enter my house without one. -.ct it 

and you shall have perfect liber ty to .::en reh, :rnd Twill 
a"sist you. B ut I can n..- ·ure you there nre no uch 
person: here to my k nowledge." 

H e kept them p:irleyini; for nwhilc, thus g iYing the 
men t ime to e:;cape. F inding 110 threat or en! reaty 
could mo\'C him, one or them proeeedcd to a .Justice of 
the P ea ce to obtai n the rect1ii><ite paper:<, whil the other 
kept guard a round the hou:<e. Ai'tcr considerable t ime 
the wnrrnnt was prnduced, a ntl a thorough scn rch made. 
Of cou rse it was fruitl e55. They were dumb-founded at 
the complete failure. H ow it \~•ns that Lwo 111 11 could 
enter Lhe house i111111cdintely before their eye::, the fomil)' 
sL11 11d i11g around coo l :111d unconcern ed, a nd a guard 
!'.itntioned to keep watch, and yet no t race of them be 
<l iscovern hle was somethi11g beyond thei r comprehen­
sion. T here was certainly a mysleriou;.: Undc:rground 
lla il rond somewhere nbout. 

A planter from Geo rg i:L ,·i:;itcd Phil:1clelphi:1 ou busi­
ness in the early part of win ter. H e hrou~ht with him 
C ufl)r, a young mun about 2-! yea rs of nge, ns hi!; bod: 
servan t. This slave was well drc.:; ·eel, gentlemanly, d ig­
nified , nnd carri ed n crokl watch nnd· chain. His bright 

"' intelligent look, his easy m::muers and lofty cnrriage nt-
tractecl toward him the abol itionists of the place, )\·ho 
sought aud obtained a. favored oppor tunity to decoy him 
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from his ma ter, when they propose<l to ecure fo r hirn 
his freedom. H e wm: more than deligh ted \Y ith the pro­
position a nd the opportuni ty to escape ; :aid he had been 
treated well, and if he were sure his master would never 
sell h im he would not leave. But he d readed being 
sold, which he sa id he was liable to be at any time if 1L 

good price should be offered for h im. For th is reason, 
and seeing the treatment of the fa rm hands, he hated 
slavery and longed to be free. 

H e was stolen from Africa when about 11 years· of 
age; was the :on of a Prince, and was about being sent 
to this country to be educated by the abolit ionist ·, when 
he, wi th seYcral others, wns k idnappcrl by gang of 
pirates, put on board their vessel, and taken to Georgia 
aud sold. 

H e told t he frieuds in Philadelphia that he preferred 
not being :cnt furth er north if t hey could so arrange 
matter:; t.hat. he could be under t heir protectiou during 
the winter, go to schoo l, and then in the spring, if po:­
siblc, retu rn to h is home near Cape Town in Africa. 

Isaac T. Hopper an<l others, kuowing t.hc very good 
character of Thomas Vickers, sent h im there. Thomas 
placed him under the care of his son, J ohn, with whom 
he rema ined during the wi nter, assi:ted in the work nnd 
went to school. He wns very obliging and very k ind 
to the chi ldren. His teacher, f:inrnh Vickers, cousin of 
,John, who afterwards married \ Villinm Trimble, aud i: 
still living, said that he was nu n,pt scholar and made 

good progr ess. . . . . 
In the spring the abol1t1ornsts contnbuted money 

enough to pay h is passage back to Africa. He corre­
sponded with them frequently afterwards, 

f 
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, oon after Cufl)- left, two men came, one a farm­
hand, t he other a house-hand or body ser-rnnt. The 
former J ohn V ickers named B en. J ones, the latter J ohn 
I-{idgway. B en rem:1incd wi th him sc,·er:tl years, mar­
ried and settled in the neighbor hood. His descendants 
arc living there t ill. Ridgway remained a short time 
only. He was YCry gen t leman ly, clifrnified, pleasant 
and kind to the child ren. .A.s his inclination was lo 
"go \ Vest," J oh n sen t him to some of his r elatiYes in 
Ohio. After a time he married, li,·ccl well, bough t a 
property nnd was pro porous. B oth men said they had 
been trea.tccl kindly, their mn ter s nc,·cr were harsh to 
them, but they saw the t rentmeut others receiYcd , and 
like Cufl)r," ti1ey could not bear to be slaves." 

A )'Ouno- man named Abner L andrum, son of n. ,.., 
wealth y pl11ntc1· in Gcorg in, found a species of clay on 
their pl:1n tation, which it was thoug ht would ma.kc Yery 
fine por cela in wa re. H e cnme north to learn more of 
its quality, nnd of the manner of making it in to fin e 
wnre. He wns d ir ected to John V ick ers, a ono of the 
most extensive and reliab le mnnufocturcr in the coun­
try. It wa. early in t he morning when he nrri,·ed. 
The family had fin ished breakfast. A s he had not yet 
eaten they prepared a tnble for h im. Sarah Vickers, 
then abou t sixteen, waited on h im. S he noticed as she 
moved a.round that h is eyes followed her rather 1musu­
nlly, and after eating h e turned p leasantly toward her 
and asked, "Do you Indies her e North wait on the 
tnble?" "Oh, yes! ' J she r eplied, "we have no sla.ves 
her e." 

Dtniug the early part of h is v isit he remarked that h~ 
sa.w a nio-o-cr boy croino- ou t of th eir la ne with a. basket, · 

00 0 0 
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and a book under his arm, as if he was goiug to school. 
" Is my su rm i. c correct ·?" he asked. 

" It is," replied J ohn," we think colored people need 
education, nn<l are entitled to it as well as white peo ple." 

He raised h is hands and turned up his eyes for a rn o­
mcnt a · if . tru ck with astonishment; then with a look 
of thoughtfu lness he slowly remarked, " \ Veil, Lita!. is a 
new idea to me ent irely. I nc,·cr t.hought of such a 
thing as educating the colored race. It Lakes me by 
utter surprise. But, I declare, the idea pleases me." 

There was something more than ordinarily good, con-­
genia l and kind in the heart of this young , '011 Lhcrncr 
that p leased .John, who was himself' a young rnan at 
this time, and a. warm mutual friendship was t hereby 
established. He 111adc the Vickers' house his home 
while visiting other places of intcrc~t in the Yi ciniLy, 
and a. correspondence was kept up bet.ween Lhc111 for 
many yea rs. During hi slay " ·ith thi: intclligc11t. and 
benevolent abolition family, he bcca 1t1c so in1bt1C•<i ll"it.h 
the just a11d noble prin ciple of libcr t.y Lo a ll , and ll" it.h 
a sense of the injusti ce and dcgradat.io11 of huma 1t "l:t v­
ery, that he ·would never afterwa rds o\l'n a . l:tvc, but. 
was instrumental in many instances in modif)-ing Lo 
some extent the harshness aucl cru elty with which the 
slaves were generall y treated in h is section of the South. 

A slave named Tom .Tones was sent to John Vickers. 
He r ema ined there several years, wo1·kcd in summer and 
went to school in winter. H e married a. girl who l1ad 
been reared at Richard Thomas' in the valley, and \\'ho 
weut to the same scl1ool that he did. They had a hrgc 
'family of children. Soon after his ma rringc he pur­
chased a small property, about iweuty or thirty acres, 

l 
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near John Vickers. He neYer neglected the improve­
ment of his miud cYcn after marriage when accumula­
t.ing cares and labors deYolYed upon him. One time in • 
conversat,ion in the store at LionYille he said he wnnled 
to uuderstnnd grnmmnr, and th ought he would a"'k l\Iiss 
Mary Vickers if she would instruct him. The while 
men who were ahrnys fo nd of hearing him talk, for he 
was intelligent, j okingly remarked, " \\rhnl's the use in 
that? A thick kull like yours cou ld neYcr · take in 
gramnrnr." He, however, as ked :Mary, who promj cd 
lo instrnct him. He pmcbn:<cd omly's Grnrumnr, 
stud ied it while at work, a nd recited to her two nights 
in the week , nnd became quite proficient in it. 

H av ing so lnrge a family he occasiona lly got into 
sLrnit.cnecl circumstnn ces temporarily. H e then mnde 
kuown his wnnls to J ohn Vickers, who nlways assisted 
him, nnd ho never foi led to return the money, except, 
on the Inst occasion. Tom wanted to lime his place, 
which would cost $50. H e had not the money. John 
lent it to him, and took his note. oon after this, when 
J ohn " ·ns taken seriou ly ill, wh ich illness finally r e­
sulted in his death, he ca.lied one of his executors to his 
bedside nnd snid to h im, " I h:.w e n note of 850 agni.nst 
Tom J ones. H e is now becoming nn old mHn. If I 
d ie, I request you to dcstrny that n ote, and uever 
require i ts payment." His apprehension of nn e11 rly 
ehnngc proved too trnc. H e died suddenly, and the 
executors destrnyed the note as requested. 

T om wns n, constant subscriber to the Liberator, nud 
a. warm atlmircr of those early earnest abolitionists 'rho 
labored unremittingly for the freedom of his race. He 
named one of his dntJO"hter;:; Angelina G rimke \Yells, 

G* "" 
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aft.er an Orthodox Friend from Sout h Ca rolina , who 
was one of' t he fi rst women in t his count ry lo tnke t he 

• p latform and speak publicly aga insL : larn ry. On e of 
his sous he n amed Aaron "\ ickers, after :1 • ~II or .John 
who was the youngest sig ner of the "Dec:larat iou 0 i· 
P ri_nciples of Lhe ~meri ca n Anti-. 'Ja very • 'ociety,'' at 
their firs t conYent1on, held in P hiladelph ia in D eccni­
ber, 18~3. 

A f'ug it irn, very scantily dressed, arri\·ed at .John 
V ickers' house one very cold day in mid-wi nter. Jle had 
j ourneyed thus far without any U ndergrnu nd Rail road 
asf' ista nce. H e asked for work . The women requested hin i 
to come in and they would cal l t he man of the house. 
B ut he seemed shy, a nd would not enter. \ Vhc11 .Tolui 
Vic kers arr i\-ed he still pers istently refu sed to go ins ide 
the house a nd asked for noth ing but work. J ohn pe r­
ce ived t here was a wild ne.c:s in his look, hi: niot ions 
were nervous a nd betrayed apprehension. 

"Come in," said J ohn in a kind . ympath izing to ne 
intended to allay h is foars, " don't be afra id ; J a nt an 

abolit ion ist a nd will do thee no h ur t. J ant Lhy fri end. " 
At the sound of "abolitionist " h e . ta rted wit h in­

creased fC.'Lr. T11e whi tes of h is la rge eye:; : Lood out 
ag~iast-a complete circle of pearl set in ebony, and he 
was on the p ojnt of da: h ing a.way as i(' his life depended 
up on a n instantan eous fig ht., when .John pa l't ia lly en I med 
his fea rs by a fow we ll cho:cn words. H e was labol'ing 
u nde r the delus ion so often inculcated in to the nii nds o f' 
t.he s laves, that "the a.bol it ioui: ls of I.he orth were 
their wor;;t enemies-wick ed people who would torture 
and destroy them." 

"Thee is not to leave 111e," sa id Joh n in h is ·firrn 1.)llt 

A 
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kind manner , after obtai ning in a men ure the negro's 
confidence. "Thee can come in to the shop, sit by the 
fi re, and I will h:we ,:omc Yict ual,: hroug-hr to thee, for 
thee is pcri:;h ing with hunger and co ld ."' These kind 
word fell 11 pon his :::011 I, :1:0 rnfrc;;h ing- :1;: was the mn nna 
Lo t he I s rae lite;;;. His foal': d cpartccl, :incl he wen t in. 

"• it there now." eonr i1111ed .Jo hn, ·' and the wome n 
wil l ~oon b r ing t hee f:o111cthing- to cat. Then thee 11111:-;t 
rest awhi le a nd J will hrin~ tl1cc i'OlllC wl1ter. and thee 
11111:-;t. wa:-;h nil OYCr he re by the :-to\·e, and I will g irn 
thee good clot he:0 to pu t. 011." 

I n a fow llli1111t cs, Mar\· daurrhter of J0h11 brnuo-ht 
~ ' ~ ' 0 

h im a large pl ate piled up wit h food. enoug-lt l"hc 
t.hought fo r t hree ordinary n1c11. Bu t the er:w ing;: of' 
hunger seemed 11ot to be appea.::cd 1111 lil the whole p ile 
had di. appeared. Nor need we he n111 c:h astoni,;:h cl nL 
t his when he sa id that cl ul"iug t he se,·crnl weeks he hnd 
been on h ii' way from 'a rolina he h11d sub::: istcd ent irely 
upon 11u ti~ which he gathe red from t he frozen crround, 
wit h t he exception of ii few men Is g i ,·en him by some 
colored fam il ic...; he chan ced to sec, a nd \\·ho:-:e houses hn 
Lhought h e mig ht YenLure to approach. Bu t t hi:::, he 
said, was Lhe f:ir::;L wl1i te ma11's house h e hntl dared Lo 
en tc1·. 

Arter h i;;; a.hlut ion he wa::; a tt ired in a foll s 11 iL of 
good warm e lothes. Bu t it was fou ncl tha t h is foet were 
of such u11us u11l cli111e11 ::;ions thaL no boot · or i'hoe 
about the plnce were la rge enoug h to nccommodatc 
t,hem. 

John weu t to t he stor e of J ohn IIIcKiulcy, a t L iou­
ville, who had become an. abolit ion ist t11roug h his con­
v in cing a rg uments upon the subject, and related to him 
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the ci rcumstnnce. " If there nrc any in t.he store ln.rge 
enough," said 1\IcKiuley, '1 take th em; I will do t.hat 
much for him." 

A pair of the required size m1. found and gi,·cn him. 
So pleased was he with th is entire out.fit of clothing, su 
changed his feel ings from those of n. short. time befo re, 
when, cold, hungry and dirty, he stood in terror 
before that dreaded abolitionist., so thoroughly ast.011-
ished and bewildered was he at this trnexpected mauife;;­
tation of disinterested k indness, that the poor fell ow 
could scarcely real ize whether he was still on earth, or 
whether he had been suddenly been translated to some 
sphere abo,·e it. Language was not at his command to ex­
press his g ratitude ; but his looks and gestures were e~o­
quent wi th his emotions. H e ne:1er ~new ~efore, he s'.11d, 
what kindness was, and never 1mag111cd 1t was possible 
for any beings on earth to be so kind. H is lot had 
been cast with the most cruel of masters, and the lash, 
the curses of slave-drivers, the labor and suffering of 
hard-wrought slaves, were the only surroundings he had 
ever known. 

He was told to remain there awhile and they would t.ry 
to fi nd him employment. In a. few days, Jacob P eirce, 
from near Kennett, called on a. visit. The history of 
th e slave were related to him. Kl10\\·iug that one of 
his neighbors was needing help, he took the man home 
and next day obtained for him the situation. In the 
summer, when he received his first wages-the first 
money that was ever his-he put thirty dollars iu his 
pocket and went immediately t? hi.s old frieud,, J ohn 
Vickers, and offered it all to lum for the clotlung he 
had given him in the winter. 

l 
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"Docs thee think I would tnke pay for what I gave 
thee? " asked J ohn. "All the com pensa ti on I wish 
is that when t.hee sees any one needing nssistnnce, gi,·e 
it, and I will feel myseU' amply repaid." 

Instances were so numerous of fugitiYc.s coming and 
and going, that no record of them was kept. Loads of ;.;ix , 
se,·en, or more were very frequently brought in nt. the 
mid-hour:- of nig ht from other s t11 t ious, when the women, 
alw11ys cheerfully ready, arose and prepnred a good 
men\ for them ; a ~er whi ch they were c::ecretccl in the 
house or about the premises; or if it was known their 
pursuers were close upon them they were scattered 
around in variou;.; places nnd p roYiclcd fo r until next 
night, when the colored man wn;.; ,:ent wi th them to one 
uf the next stations. " ' hen n dozen or more were to he 
taken, the form wngon was used to coO\·ey them. 

After the i1nssa(l'e oft.he "Fu(l'it i,-e }a,·e Law," J ohu 
0 0 

V ickers did not k eep fugiti,·es about the premises, but 
sent. them to a ternrn t-bouse in the woods, occupied by a, 

colored mun named J oshua R obinson, with pro\' isions, 
whi ch he pa id the wife to cook for them. H ere they 
were kept in a back room until preparntions were made 
to take them further on. 

4lthough this was the great centrn.l stntion in thnt 
p:ut oft.he county, nnd the nrrin1l of fugit i,-es was ,·cry 
frequent, he never quailed before tho a.uthority of that 
'ricked law, was as brave as he was caut ious, nud no 
slave that came into his hands was ever captured. 

Ou one occasion two women from Virginia, one very 
light colored, left their mnster to seek freedom in n, 

northern home. They were pursued, cap tured, and. 
pla.ced in jail. During the night, by the assistance of 
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some abolitionists and t he jailor, they were enabled to 
escape through t he roof. A reward of one thou. and 
d ollars was oAc rcd fo r thelll. They we re broug ht in the 
night to John Yicker:;. Ou account of this reward, nud 
the recent enactment of the Fug iLiYc • ' l:wc Law im­
posing n, pena lty of Sl ,000 fin e for each ncgro found in 
the hands of one who was assisting Lhem, the ut most 
care had to be taken for their successful transportation. 
They were taken to 'William Hall 's, a retired place 
about one and a-half miles from the public road, 11ncl 
th ere secreted three days and nights until arrangement: 
could be matle a t headquarter;:; in P hiladelphi:i to re­
cci\'C and forwa rd t hem without delay. J. Miller l\Ic­
K im nnd .Jame:; :i\Iott ag reed to r eceive t hem at the lat­
ter's house, at 8 o'clock on a specified morning. .John 
V ickers and daughter, A bbie, supplied them with pro­
visions, and t hen start ing with th em in the nig ht Lo 
Philadelphia, :t d istance of thirty mile:;. The nig ht was 
,·cry dHrk and stormy and ,~·heu going throug h a w~od 
about half wny to the city, they drove too nea r t he s ide 
of t he turnpike road nnd upset. T he clenrborn was 
broken, the horse kicked and disengaged himself from 
the harness, hut was firmly held by the liucs and pre­
vented from getting a way. The first concern of the .two 
wolllcn was Lo know if " :l\[issus wus hurt." Fortunate­
ly all ascapcd injury. Hiding t he slave woman in the 
. els J ohn and bis daughter wen t back a mi le and a 

"00 ' 'I' . l half to a tavern and procured another wngu11. o nvo1c 
e veu a suspicion of his having fu g itives in case nuy one 
h ul<l come to his assistance, h e ordered the women to 

s o . I d f' . main quiet unti l he gave a part1cu ar soun o voice, 
r e f' h 'fl · as a signal that h e was ready O L' t c m. us prccau-

- L _ 

UNDERGROUND RilLRO~. 159 

tion proYed as fortunate as it was wnry. F or the taYern­
keepc r kindly proffored his aid, took a horse, returned 
with them, as:::istcd in gathe ring up the debri ::rnd took 
t he broken dca rhorn back to his place to h:n:c it re­
paired by the t ime J ohn should retum from Philadel­
p hia. After t he Wt\'c1·n-kcepcr drove off the s ig nnl wns 
g ive n, and th e two women emerged from thei r wet 
co\·er t liycly and laughi ng at ".i\Ia -n 's" artfulness nnd 
:::ucces . 

\Vith t his d elay t hey did not anivo a t Jame- i\Iot t's 
unt il 10 o'clock-and t wo hours after the appointed 
time. James h ad gone to meeting, :u1d l\lillcr .i\foKim 
was waiting, tremulous with uuxict.y Jest the party bad 
been captured . Agents immediately took charge of the 
women . The one who was so whi te and good Jookiug 
wns a t on ce drcs-cd up in clifle rcot attire wi th false 
curls, and Isaac T. Hopper taking her by th e arm went 
with them to the wharf, r egister etl thei.r names on the 
boat us Isaa c 'l'. Hopper , lady, mid errnn t, accom­
panied t hem to New York, where other agen ts recciYed 
them aucl forwarded them to Canndn. 

"Black P elc," :i one-eyed sl:we, li rnd a shor t Lime 
wi t h J ohn Vickers, in 182-1. H e hnd had a l111rcl 
master , and showed the st1·i pcs upon his back where h e 
had bccu whipped, and salt and pepper rubbed in t.o the 
wounds. One day while breaking stone on the t11r11pike­
road, three men cnmc along-his master , o \·crscer nnd 
:i constable, :rncl attempted to n.rrest l1im. Being 11 

powerful man, he scir.ed one of t hem, rnisccl h im up and 
with tenible force clashed him upon the sol id ground. 
Then with the n.ppnreut forocity aud intrepidi ty of a. 
tiger which dazed his autngon.ists he spnmg upon each 
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of the others, and with seemingly superhu man sf.rength, 
and after a short but decisi,·e truggle hurled them with 
:i stunning thud upou the hard macadam ized road . 
L eaving them brnisod nud n.lmost sen. ole::.::: upon tho 
g round, he ran to the house and told of his on ~o 11'.1tor. 

T ho family the11 :::ocreted him in the house until n ig ht , 
when, wi th money and proyisions, which they ga \"C him, 
he starte<l for Canada. H e wrote Lhom afterward:; tha t 
he had arriYed there safely. The slaYe-catcher:s huw· 
ever di<l not pm:sue hint further, nor "·ore they hoard 
of again in that neighborhood, except tlu~t a ll wore 
more or less cri ppled from tho rough hand ling he ga vo 
them. 

"Whnl nrc Iii\,~· . what u tho usand s ln\'CS , 
i\lnlch 'd t o the s ine w 0 ( 11 s ini;lc 11r111 
T h nl s trikes for liberty 'I" 

"Black Charle.-; and Jane," were two " rurniways" 
who came to John Vickers' in 1820. Tho family need­
ing help, they remained two or three 11101~tl~s a nd 
seemed perfeetly happy. This was a cha racterd1 c con­
dition of all the fugitives wh ile under their care. They 
felt they wore snfo whil e in the hands of fri ends who 
were interested in securing their liberty. Charles was 
k idnapped in Africa, and was as b lack as pigment-?cl~s 

could make him. He st ill longed for the homo o.t lw; 
bii·th, n.nd intended when he could sa,ve sufHci ont menns 
to rottu·n to the dear native spot from which ho was 
stolon. His ,rifo, by that Southern custom and socia,l 
abomination of relationship between slave and mast~ r, 

was several shades lighter than he. From J ohn Vickers 
they were passed on to Canada. 

A number of slaves wore purchased in one of the 
N or them Shives States and put on board a vessel to be 
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taken to L oui innn. A mong them wn the wife of 
Jnmes ummichncl, n ::: \:w e quite afti1blo in hi demean­
or and po1=ses ing nn unu. uni degree of cunning nnd :::n­
gncity. H o roso h·od t.hat his wife should not be taken 
t.o t hose outhern pbntnt ious of rice and cot ton to work 
unde,r the Jaf'h of brutal d riYers. Tho sb,·cs nlwn): ~ 

had ii horror of b eing "sold to go outh ." It wns t l11 
g rea t drend which impelled hundreds to lenYC t.heir 
mn: fcr:-, and e,;pcciall y when t hey had nn inlimntion 
t hat such r-::tles wore a bout to be mndc. 11mmichncl in 
tho f'hrowdne:::s of his dc,·i ce took mone,· " ·ith him 
which he had earned by oyorwork, wont to .tho men wh o 
had the Ycsc:c\ and cnrgo of sla\·es in ck1r?c, .l'.tlked 
plonc:antly with them nbout tho prospects of his wdc m~cl 
others hnving i i happy time" down in de souf," and s111d 
ho thouo-ht he would like to rro along. H e pl<'asecl them 
with ltis

0 

convorsnt ion, played
0 

g-nmes with them, and like 
n liberal good fe llow, p:i id for tho liquor of which th.oy 
drank lnrgcly at his expense unti l they grew stupid, 
when he took aclrnntago of tho besotted conditi on into 
which ho had sedu ced them, took his wife and soyeral 
ot.hers off t.ho boat, fl ed to n g rove, and there o.:;concecl 
lti111sclf and his compaui ons unt il nigh t " ·hon they 
stnrted on their haz:trclouf' but determined .iou ru oy 
nort.hwa rcl to thn.t sect ion of country wh ich had 11n ex­
istence iu rea li ty, and not simply in song, as 

" '! 'h e lnnd Of t h e fr ee n ncl lhc h om e of the brn\'C." 

Hav ing successfully made their escape, they renched 
P onnsylvnuin nncl " ·ere conducted along tho Un.dor­
g round Railroad to J ohn V ickers. Hore they r emnmed 
awhile aud assisted on the form. So grntoful was James 
for the release of himself and wife from Southern bond-
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age, t.hat the very utmost he could do for the family 
seemed in his mind but a meagre compeusat ion for their 
manifold acts of kindness and generosity. 

Twe men came one morning in a wagon of peculiar 
make belonging to their master. The horse and wagon 
were put in the barn, and the men sent to the te~rnnt­

house in the woods, occupied by the colored family, 
Robinson. Next day about noon the owners nrri\·ed 
at Lionvillc, baying tracked their slaves so for. The 
tavern-keeper said the most probable pince to hear of 
them would be at J ohn Vickers', and he accompanied 
them to the place. The wife of P axson Vickers, son of 
John, who now did most of the active work for his 
father, as the latter was advanced in year;:;, told them 
to be seated in the house and she would send to the 
fi eld for her husband wh o would know about them, for 
she had heard him say that two men drove there that 
morning in a peculiar-l ooking wagon. She entertained 
them by talking, and treating them to npples, m1ts, etc., 
until Paxson arrived. Before going to the house he 
sent the colored man home to take the two men to a 
cornfield and put them under the shocks. On meet­
ing the slaveholders he told them there was a horse 
and wagon at the barn which had been dri ven there by 
two men, but they left, and if they were about his 
bu ildings they were bidden unknown to him. But he 
would help look for them, being careful to n ot say he 
would help find them. H e then accompanied them 
through his buildings au<l to the tenant-house-but the 
men were not found. The owners then returned with 
the horse and wagon. 

Paxson Vickers was a man of sound thought, a. elem· 

I 
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profound analytical nud synthetic.'\} reasoner, and well 
Ycrscd iu science. H e enjoyed debntcs upon subjects 
i1woh-ing :L wide latitude of thought, embracing scien­
tific facts aud political economy. H e spoke upon nni­
ous subject· at public meetings ns occasion demanded, 
and his oToYc in which he creeled a ~tnnd for ~peaker:;, 

• 0 • 

\HIS a well-known pince in that part of the county fo r 
the holding of temperance, nnli-slaYcry and political 
meeti ngs. 

H e fulfilled rnrious duties of n public charncter to 
whi ch he was frequent ly appointed. In lhc foll of 
18,56 he was elected a. member of the talc Legis­
lature nml took nn actiYc interest in a ll impor t:mt bi lls 
that came before that body at its regular session in 
1857, among which wns an Act authorizing the snlc_ of 
the P ennsylvan ia Rnilrond. H e also took an active 
part in analyziJ1g, and in considering the best mean ~or 
n<l j11stinrr the finan cial diflicnl tics for which the Legis­
lature ,~as convened in extra. sc.."tiiou clmiug the fall of 
that year. 

At the follow ing election, t.hc oppo ite poli tical party 
having obtained a 1najori ty in Chester cotmty, he foiled 
to be re-elected. 

H e died after a brief illne:;s on the 22d of 10th mo. 
(Oct.) 18G5, aged 48 years. 

CIIARLE.i MOORE. 

Charles Moore lived near Lionville, but 1tt such di -
taucc from th e main route a long which slaves were gen­
erally moved without much deby, tha.t they were ~1 ot 

very frequently sent to his pince. Yet his" latch-strmg 
hung outside the door" at a.11 times, and he was ever 
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will ing to give assistance when called upon. H e was n. 
remarkably quiet, modest person, humane and benevo­
lent, true to h is couvictious, a devoted member of the 
Society of F riends, and moved hut little outside of that 
society aud his immediate a...c::sociations. 

MICAJAJI ,l~D WILLTAl\I A . SPE,\JO IAN . 

Of the hundreds of fugiti\·es who passed throug h the 
hands of Micajah (1781-May 22d, 1852) and ·W illiam 
A. Speakman (Born 1810) in ·walJace township, Ches­
ter county, as in the instance of many other agents, no 
record was kept nor any effort made to learn of thern 
concerning their bondage and escape. Should a ny 
that they had assisted ever be c:iptured and they be 
colled upon to testify, they 'rished to have as li ttle 
knowledge as possible to disclose. This " ·as the poli cy 
of many others. T hey aided all who came, clothed those 
who needed, and gave especia l care to the sick. Their 
place for sheltering them was at the barn . ·when they 
sent them to other stations on foot, specifi c d irections 
were given. \\' hen it was required to take them in a 
vehicle, W illiam accompanied them. 

Slaves carnc to their place from l\'faryl:rnd n.nd Vi r­
g inia, through the hands of Thomas Garrett, Li ndley 
Coates, Daniel G ibbons, T homas Whitson, Gravu er 
Marsh and others, and were either taken or d irected , 
chiefly to the house of Jacob Haynes. 

Many were sent on branch routes to B enjamin Scho­
fi eld, Richard Janney and Dr. F ell, in Bucks county. 

Three came at one time from Maryland. One h ired 
with Micaja,h ; the others found places in the neighbor­
hood. In about six weeks some person betrayed two of 
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them. The sla.ve-h un ters came precipitntely upon one, 
ca.ptured him, theu drove to the barn of l\Iicnjnh, about 
daylight, where the ot,her was nt work, and immediately 
took possession of h im. They ·howed their warrants, 
which te:;tificd Lo t heir legal claim upon the man. 
These were tltc only fogi tin~s ever known to hnve been 
captured iu that neighborhood. 

A man aud woman with nu in fa nt cnme there in 
F ebru ary, nlmo..:t barefoot. The woman's feet were 
frozen. l\Iieaja h hired both man a nd wifo. They proved 
to be good servant>', :llld remained until next .August, 
wh en they ma n heard n huckster, who drove up, sny, 
that he hrnught these fi sh from Chester. This alarmed 
the negro, and when the h uckster left, he asked, " D iel 
lla.t man bring elem fish fro m Chester, and llcy uot, spi le?" 

" Y cs." 
""'N clJ, <lcu, I n.111 not as far from l\Iarylnud as I 

thought I was." 
Nothing could induce him to stny lunger. He wanted 

to go to Cmw<l:i " rig ht away." ..i\Iieaja h ga\·e him a 
uotc to an agent iu Buelzs county, asking him to pass 
the mnn and his fami ly 0 11 to Ca nada. A letter from 
them afterwards stated that they h:1d nrrivecl t here 
safely. 

Some selfish au cl unscrupu lous in d i \·icluals who were 
neither abol itionists uor d irectly opposed to them, nod 
hatl uot t,he manhood or character to be honest iu their 
expression ou either . idc, p rofessed to be frieuds of the 
fugitives, and occasionally hfred them in busy seasons. 
\Vheu the work was fini shed, they fr ightened them by a 
startling annou ncement tha.t their masters were in ru.p id 
pursuit, and nearly there ; paid them a part of their 

.. 
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wages, and under that contemptible mnsk of pretended 
kindness and sympathy, either directed them northward 
to d istant friends, or took them part wny and bade them 
God-speed in safety. 

" 0 serpenL henrl, hid with n Oo w ' rini:: Cncc ! 
---- fiend nni;elicnl ! 
D ov e-fcnther ' cl mvcn I woHish-rnvcning l11mh ! 
D espised substnnc<} o f cliv incst sh o w ! 
Jus t opposite to whnt thou justly sccm 'st." 

Some of the neighbors, after the Fugitive State Lnw 
wns enacted, were ,-cry determined that its requirements 
should be fu lly enforced. One of them, however, became 
so relenting as to sn.y he would help n. woman to escape, 
but not a man. 

Another said, " the ln.w should be enforced, nnd he 
would fight for it against the nigger." 

There was then living in an adjacent town a very fine, 
genial, upright colored man named Bill, who kept a. 
barber shop. Everybody l iked him. One morn ing be­
fore daylight, a noted abolitionist of the place was sum­
moned to "come down quickly and save Bill ; a gang 
of men are there in search of him." He hastily nrosc, 
got some apparel with which to disguise him, ran to 
where he was, and hurried him off to a pince of safety. 
On his return, which was just after daylight, he met 
that pro-sfavery man who "would fight for the Fugitive 
Slave Law against the nigger," and inquired of him, 
"vVbere are you going?" 

"Going to get shaved." 
"You needn't go. H e's not there. 

after him. I want you to give us some 
send him to Canada." 

His mas ter is 
money to help 

This sudden and startling announcement touched t he 

0 
I 
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fine!' feelings of the proi'l:wcry man 's nature. H e could 
noL lhink of the good, honc:::t, kiud-heal'tcd Bill being 
seized and carried back into i'l:wcry by n hand of rough 
ancl heartless ncgro-hunlcl'5, if mean of his would assist 
i11 prc\·c11 ting it. Kor did he want it known, from the 
po!-<ition he had always a:osumccl , that his sympathies were 
ev.!t' moYcd iu thnt direction. H e did not. hesitate to 
a: k :i quc. t ion, but drew from hi;:; pocket hook ten dollars, 
nnd i:mi(l: " Take that ; hut for Gotl '~ f;nke don't tell 
anyone that I gaYe it." 

Jn October, 1A40, • arah A. ( Boru March 1st, 1 13), 
daughter of l\ licajah and rhehc 'penkman , (Boru Au­
g ust 27th , 17 .1.- Dicd l\[arch 25th, },'32), was m:uried 
lo James :Miller McKim, of P hiladelphia, one of the 
ablest nnd most prominent of the a11ti-slaYery lenders, 
who was born November 14th, 1 10, nnd died June 
13th, 1874. He was connected with the U ndcrgrom1c1 
Railroad depot at the Anti- Javery oflice in Ph iladel­
phia, and his writings in the A nti-S lavery S tandarcl :u1d 
other ll<lpcr;:;, wielded a powerful influence throughout 
the entire country in nch-:rncing public sent iment in 
favor of abolishing humnu slavery. H e accomp:mied 
the wife of J ohn Bromt on her sad t rip to Harper 's 
F erry, to take final leave of her husband before his exe­
cuti on; aucl returned with the clistre...i;:sccl widow beru·in o-

' "' the body of her h usband to North Elbn., where, j oined 
by ·w cnclcll Phillips and others, the remains of the 
martyr hero were with fitLiug ceremonies, con. igned to 
the earth. 

Lucy McKi..m, daughter of J. l\Iiller and Snrah, is 
mn.l'l'ied to a sou of \Villin.m L loyd Garrison. 



CHAPTER XI. 

T im Lf:w1s FAlHLY.-Dcsccnt.-Labors for lhc Shwc.-Clo lhing Fur­
nish ed Fngiti\·cs by Fricnc.ls.-lncidcnls.-D1t. Eow1:; F ui;.:;1,:L1 .. -

Experiencc a nd Jncidonls. 

'! 'HE LE WIS FAMILY. 

An English wr iter has called the period during which 
opposition to the slave power arose and fl ourished, "Lhe 
martyr age of America." In all history there is to be 
found no other conflict in which the motives of those 
who fought were so entirely unselfish. Even martyr­
dom, when it came, was so quietly suffered, that those 
who witnessed it scarcely realized its sublimity, and the 
present generation, which is reaping where the fathers 
sowed, will soon, if carefu l record _ is not speedily made, 
lose sight of their heroic labors. 

Amon" the little flock of heroes whose whole lives 0 

were devoted to obeying the sublime command of the 
H ebrew prophet: "Prepare ye the way of the L ord, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God," 
none is more deserving of gratitude and eternal remem­
brance than the Lewis family of "\Vest Vincent, Chester 
county. J ohn Lewis, Jr., the husband and father, was 
born in Vincent (now \Vest Vincent), Third monLh 
(l\Iarch) 29th, 1781. He was fourth in descent from 
H enry and l\'fargaret Lewis, who, with their fiither, 
Evan Lewis, came from Narbeth, P embrokeshire, South 
Wales, about the year 1682. H on. J. J. Lewis, late of 
W est Chester, Eli K. Price, of Philadelphia, and Bayard 
Taylor are descended from the same stock. 'l'he mother 
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of J ohn L ewi , J r., "·a::; G race iieredith L ewis. The 
name .Meredith occurs Ycry early, in the cleYcnth or 
twel fth century, in the histo ry of iluria, as \Vales was 
then called. I t wi ll thus be seen that his ancestry were 
mnin lr \\'ebh , but it wai; sa id of him by the late H on. 
J . J. L ewis, of "\V e:;t 'he:;ter , who r cruembereJ him, 
that: h is face was Saxon, n ot 'cl tic. His immed iat e an­
cestry were all Friend:; or Quaker:;. Ile wa:; a member 
of P ikeland PrcpnratiYc, rw<:hl:rn nfonthly and Caln 
Qunrlcrl y Meeting:-:. B c:; ide hcing a con:<i ·tent Friend, 
he w:1s :i man for in :ich nncc of the :1gc in which he 
Ji,·ecl, as \\':1::l shown not only in hi,; ac:t ive oppo··ition to 
·lay ery, r are at that early t ime, but also in hi:; arrang­
ing of his a ffa ir:;, of whi<:l1 :;omething will he told fur­
ther on. 

In the yenr 1 1 , J ohn Lewi:; married E st her Fus­
sell, (B orn Thi rd month 1 th, 17 2.- Died econd 
month 8th, 1 -!, ) , daug hter of B a rtholomew :uid H e­
beccn. (B ond) F u:<:;ell, and s i ·ter of the di :; tingu ished 
aboliti<rnist, Dr. Bartholomew Fussell, a ketch of whom 
appea 1':; elsewhere in t his work. Among her ancestor:; 
were the B ond, J enne..,, Da.w:;on, B rewer and L ong­
streth fon1ilic-, well known in the h istory of hcs­
ter 'oun ty and P hi ladelphia . When on ly sixteen 
year:; okl, being t he eldest of n. large fami ly, 
she opened a l iLLle ~chool for her brothe1-s and 
s ister:;. She was so succc:;sfu I t,hat her neighbors 
and fr iends were glad to place their ch ildren under 
her care and instrncLiou, and she taught fo r ma ny 
years. A p erson who knew her very well, wri tes of her 
as follows : "She was the source and inspiration of all 
con tained in the home of t he L ewis fam ily. * "' * 

I:I 
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She was a very remarkable woman. She belonged 
to the ty pe of which Phebe ·wright ( wife of "\Vil­
liam ·wright, of A.dams county), was one. H er 
businc...cis abili ty was of the first order and was so recog­
nized by all with whom she carue in contact. In her own 
neighborhood she wielded almost unbounded influence 
by her force of her character. A.'S a peace-maker, coun­
sellor and fri end, she stood first, not only in her own 
family bu t in the community, before the hatred of ·aboli­
tionists began to be rife. A.s the head of an unusually 
hosp itable family, she always held the position freely 
accorded her by all-leading as long as she li ved. H er 
broad and capacious mind sought and retained the 
knowledge of the clay, keeping her well informed <!On­
ccrning what was going on in foreign countries as well 
as in our own. Nothing of note escaped her earnest at­
tention. I.do not see many women of the prc:ent clny 
who, with nil their advantages, I can con ·ider as her 
equal. She was the product of an age which aspired 
but had not obtained. The effort required dcvclbpcd the 
individual to a wonderful degree. I should like to sec 
one such example of the age to which she belonged, 
pictured with fidelity. They were grand women, those 
mothers !" 

It was believed by many that knew E sther L ewis 
well, that she was peculiarly fitted to be a physician. 
The thought of her abilities and of the utter wan t of 
opportunity for · their development stimulated her 
brother, Dr. Bartholomew Fussell, in his labors in 
founding the W omen's l\Icdical College of Philadelphia.. 

To J ohn and E sther Fussell L ewis were bom the fo l­
lowing children: l\fariann L ewis, born Sixth month 

GRACE ANNE LEWIS. 

• 
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(June) 1 t, 1819, died N inth month (September) 3d, 
1866; R ebecca L ewi · Fussell, born ixth month 10th, 
1820; Grncc.·urna L ewis, born Eighth mouth (August) 
3d, 1 21 ; Charle..; L ewis d iet.I in infancy; Elizabeth R. 
L ewis, born F irst mon th (Janunry) 15th, 1 2-!, died 
Tenth mon th (October) 10th, 1 63. 

In 1823 nncl 182-! there liYecl near the home of the 
L ewis family, two colored people, who were so utterly 
wor thlcss-phy:;ienlly, intellectually and mornlly-thnt, 
even had the prejudice ngnins t their rnce been much less 
violent than it wn , none of their neighbors would have 
cared to haYe anything to do with them. During the 
win ter (1823-2-!) they were ta.ken with typhus fe,·er. 
No one cared e\·en to take them to the nlms-house. J ohn 
L ewis weut to them, "ministered unto" them, nursed 
them c.'\refully, even tenderly, and so constantly that he 
contracted the disease from them, nnd, despite all efforts 
made to save him, died- a marty r to Ch.ristinn philnn­
thropy-Seconcl month (F ebruary) 5 th, 1 24. H e 
showed his appreciat ion of his wife by making he r sole 
execut rix of his will. This was such nu entirely un­
heard-of thing in Chester county at that t ime tha t seY­
ernl of E sther L ewis's neighbors ins tituted legal pro­
ceedings to set nsicle the will. B efore she had risen from 
her sick bed, her infant being but three weeks old 
when her husband died, the law suit began and the 
troubles connected with it di.cl not end until that infant 
wus two and a-half yea.rs ·oltl. The mother was com­
pelled to leave her child for a week a.t a time, \\·hen it 
was so young that its g rief at such ill usage poured i tself 
out in inarticula.te sounds for an hour at a time, as the 
tears poured down its cheeks. Esthe1· L ewis came to 
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forgive her persecutors, but it was a terrible ordeal 
through which to pass, and her fami ly's sympathy for 
h er knew no bounds. 

From 182-! to her death in 1848, E sther L ewis held 
the place as head of her family that has been heretofore 
described. With their father's example and her trnin­
ing it is not strange that her daughters went heart and 
soul into the anti-slavery cause. They were taught not 
only by example bu t by constan t precept. Anti-shivery 
poems and other writings were read to them a nd their 
abhorrence of the enslaving of human beings " grew 
with their g l'owth" as the mighty and magnificent oak 
rrrows from its tender germ, the acorn, deposited in good 
b 

soil. 
Their home was not merely a stat ion where the dusky 

fugitive was received, fed, concealed a nd forwarded to 
other Friends, but it was a home where the sick and over­
fatigued were kept and nursed with unsparing kindness 
until able to proceed again on their journey. This was 
being almost continually done for many years, and es­
pecially in the case of women and child1·en who were 
often so weary and sick as to requ ire assiduous ca1·e and 
tender nursing for days and even weeks before they 
were able to resume their tmvel. Y et with all this at­
tention the little ones occasionally succumbed to death 
in t he arms of these kind northern strangers. 

When quite young children the sisters saw two color­
ed men bound with ropes and carried off to slavery. 
The terror of the scene and the agony depicted in the 
men's faces, made an ineffaceable impression on their 
minds and henceforward through life, their sympathies 
and their labors were enlisted for the unfortunate and 
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suffering sl:wes. In thi · instance the bet rayal came 
through n white woma n liYing in the fam ily. The two 
men were hired wi th olomon Fu~ ·ell, a brother of 
E sther Lewis, and an excellent man, who at that time 
had the cha rge of her farm. T he in cident occurred in 
1827, and at that period, there l iYed iu the neighbor­
hood n well known " k idnnpper," Abel Richard on by 
name, who was g rea tly dreaded by the colored people, 
detested by their employer:;, and both fea red nnd ab­
horred by nil children, black aud white. This 111 11 11 , ac­
companied by the mnster:- of the two slaYes, appenred 
at the old farm house, and a t a, preconcerted sigonl, the 
arrest wns nttemptcd. One of the men, named H enry, 
raised au nxe, b ut with wor:;c than dea th befo re him, he 
pau ·eel, and in tones of mortal ang uish, cr ied out, 
"Solomon, shall I strike ? " The ki.nd, genial man, the 
Quaker and non-resista nt was compelled in an in1<t:rnt 
to decide. T he awful solemni ty of the truggle brought 
a. look into his fo cc impossibl e CYen fo r these childn•n 
to forget. I t imprin ted itself forever, bu t he a nswered 
in nccordauce wi th his lifo-long principles, " No." The 
uprnised axe d ropped nnd H enry and his fr iend went, 
passive victims, into the nhyss of sla very. T hey were 
never hc:ird of more on ear th. H enry was n very k ind 
aud a!foetionatc man, and the children of both famili es 
were g rca,tly attached to him. 

After the death of their mother, the sisters cont inued 
their work of benevolence as before : and so skillfully 
did they manage the affairs of that station, that so far 
as was ever learned, not one of the vast nwu bers 'rho 
passed d ir ectly through theiT hands, or who were kept 
for weeks and nursed, was ever retaken, although they 
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were surrounded by persons ad verse to the cause, and 
eager to find some proof by which Lhey could per:·ecute 
the " detested aholitionists." A nd some of tho:c men 
were erpecially vincl icti ve toward these ~i sters on ac­
count of their additio11al offense of giving aid to tcmp­
eraace. 

On one occasion when they lrncl, within fL week, 
passed forty fugitives on the road to freedom, they were 
amused at hearing the remark of one of their pro-slavery 
neighbors, that " there used to be n. pretty brisk trade 
of running off niggers at that place, but there was not 
much of it done now." 

They frequently employed fu gitives to labor on the 
farm and in the house. Some of these remnined wi th 
them a long t ime, and were industrious, trust-worthy 
and economical. One ca rried iiwa.y with him to Canad1L 
the sum of five hundred dollars, and others smaller sum. 
in proportion to the length of their stay. 

Quite recently, after the lapse of many yea rs, while 
Graceanna L ewis was walking a long "\Valnu t :treet, 
Philadelphia, a colored woman who was scrnbbinrr the 

0 

front sLeps of n house L'ecognized her, and, drnpping the 
brush~ ran to her as if forgetful of surroundings, and 
throwmg her arms around her ex.claimed, "Oh Miss 
L ewis, l'se glad to see you. Don't you know me? I t 
was my baby that died in your arms. one time." 

When the sick and weary were sufficiently restored 
to leave, N orris Ma ris or others took them to E. F. 
P enny packer's, L ewis P eart's, or to places more remote . 

' sometimes to different stations on the Reading Railroad. 
All who took the trains at th e Reading Railroad sti.i­
tions, went directly through to Ca11ada. These had to 

~ 
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he well cl rc& eel to give them the appea rance of " through 
passengers," and t.o enable Lhern more readily to elude 
the earching eyes of ~liweholders who might be on theil' 
trnck. F or th is purpose a g reat amount of clothing had 
to be furnished by the frienll of these fugitiYes. They 
were :ihrnys good clothe:; tha t had been partly worn. 
Rebecca, wifo of Dr. Edwin Fu&:el, late of l\Iedia, who 
was one of the Lewis si:;Lers, contribu ted largely, as did 
"\Villi am Fw•sell and his t.wo son$, J o eph and :Milton, 
and n, few other ant i-slavery persons in the region, 
whose opportunities did not admi t of their nssisting in 
other ways. 

L arge quanti t ies of exquisitely clea n and nicely 
mended clothi ng were frequently ent by the many de­
scendan ts of John Price, a Dunkard minister belonging 
Lo an earlier generntion. H e and his wife were strong­
ly opposed to slavery, and opposition to it became 
hereditary in the family. These fri ends, liYing in P otts­
town, Lawrenceville, and a grea t portion of t.he region 
around, could at all times be relied upon for aid in any 
especiiLl emergency. Occa ionally, as circumstances re­
quired, the women of the neighborhood, being willing 
and even desirious to giYc assi: tance in this way, would 
meet at one of their houses, on fill nfteruoon and make 
up such articles of wear a · were most frequently needed. 
In this manner an ample supply was constantly kept on 
hand, even for the many changes requ ir ed. .ATticles of 
Southern manufacture were wholly unlike those mnde 
at the North, those designed for the use of slaves being 
of the coarsest material. Occasionally women would 
come with only one garment, fashioned in the rudest 
mnnucr of cloth less fine than our bagging. This un-
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clean ly a rt icle had to be disposed of as a 111 caus of 
safety, and the speedie,;t and hCl t way was to burn it, 
a nd with it ns many of the old sl::wc habits as po:.:,; ihl e. 
Their exhibition anywhere was fraught with danger ns 
evidence of Southern orig in . 

At one t ime a company of eleven men, women and 
children left the South in a. body, willing to peril every­
thing for liberty. The owners immediately started out 
men in pursui t of' them, sending large ach·crtiscments, 
with careful descript ions, in advance. T hese advcrti:c­
ments, printed in the interests of shwery, served the 
argus-eycs of Northern U nderg round Railroad ngents 
a nd put them on the aler t. The company, h:wiw' 
r eached the home of the L ewis sisters, were rc;.:tin~ 
awhile from their dangers, but speed ily a rncs,:cngcr ar­
rived from 'Villiam • till who hncl learned of their dan­
ger and also of their pince ot halting, by n1eaw; 
known only to those engaged in the work. T he 
r equest from the anti-s lavery hcadq ua 1·f'c r,; 111 

P hiladelphia, was Lo scatter Lho body of' fu ui-
" tives as widely as pus. ihl e. The first rcciu irc-

ment was an ' entire change of clothing-not :t 

thread of• outhern Low was to be left unburned lo te ll 
the story. C. C. Burleigh with his wife and children 
~r:is visiting th~ hous~ :~t t~1c time .a nd entered hea rti ly 
mto the work of rehab1l 1tat1ou. A few other fri end:; who 
could be relied upon, were hastily called togcther­
dresscs were fashioned, bonnets trimmed, veils bestowed 
and in a. few hours, nil was in readiness. It was juclgell 
best to send the " ·omen a nd cl1i ldrcn immed iately to 
Canada by the Reading Railroad, funds for the purpose 
having been sent by the rnes,senger from Philadelphia. 
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T hese pas cngcr,; mu::t be !'O nLtired ns not. to excite sus­
picion and as much change of identity be made ns pos­
:.:iblc. One li ttle boy wa · d rc;:,;cd as n g irl, hi- pretty 
li ttle face and laughing eye,.:, looking ycry becoming in 
a bounct \\Teathecl with fll' tificial fl ower;:, g iYcu for the 
purpose hy Lyd ia P. Jacob!'. The honnet.s of t"lrn 
mother., were decoralcd in n similar wnv, anJ these, by 
the addit ion of' veils, completed the dil'gu i::;c.,; which hnd 
hccn wrou~h t by nimhlc fi nger,;. Tl~'lt ,·cry evening 
Lhcy _were di::;t rihu tccl at tliflcrcnt ,;tati011 ·on the Read­
ing Rail road so w· not Lo call a t tent ion by their num­
ber at any one point. They r~1cheJ Cana~la and were 
in safety hef'o re there w:1:,: t ime for the s]a,·cholders to 
a:.:ccrlnin their r oute. The men were ;;cu t in diAcrent 
d ircctions n n19ng fa rmcrs who could he t.rustccl- nnd 
worked in co rn-fickb nnd elsewhere in rurnl di tricls 
unti l they had earned suffic ient to p::iy their own way, 
when they, one by one, j oined their wi,·es in nnacla, 
and the whole party were secure. 

In takiug passenger- Lo the railroad, th e twilight of 
evening wns generally chu,:cn, night being the least dnn­
gerous t ime for recognit.ion. At one sta t ion at len.::t, the 
railroad offi cial.· d id not focl thcr were placed t hel'e in 
the in terests of Southern rnastcr~. They ga ye l ickcts 
to whomever paid for them, and a::;kcd no t1ucstions. 

A \\·0111n11 \\·ith her chihl ntTi\·ed one winter and re-
111aiuecl as an assistant in the h ouse fo r oYer two yea rs. 
• he wa · r emarkable fo r the warmth of her nffoction, 
and for her unusual degree of mental abi lity, proviug a 
sincere and valuable friend in seasous of sickness and 
death. , he mourned almost as did her own daugllters, 
whcn_Esthcr L ewis, the head of the house, wns remoYccl. 

H* 
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After a time she married and went to Canada, where 
she gave birth to a daugh ter a nd d ied. On her <lcath­
hed she requested her two children to be sent lo her 
friends, the L ewis sisters, lo be b rought up under l heir 
guardian: h ip. The youngest chi ld d ied af'tcr its rel.urn 
to P ennsyl va nia, t.bc other was placed in I.he fo111il y 
of J;:anc Lewis, of Brandywine lowush ip, aud i at. pre­
sen t li\·ing in P hiladelphi a. 

Another woman reached lhis home who wa: the 
daugh ter of her ma t.cr , haviug wit.It he r a da11gh t.c r who 
bore the ;:ame relat ion t.o her nrnslcr's son. Thi: eontli­
tion of morals under t.hc "sacred"(?) i11:;t.itut.io11 of 
sbvcry, wa: so extcn;:i\·c t.hroughout t l.ic • 'outh, l ha t a 
mere allusion to this case is sufficient to eharact erize 

wliat was general. 
At one time, a man lun·ing hccn injured by julllping 

from a train while in lllotion, becau;;c he thoug h t he ;:aw 
h is master, was broug ht to the L ewi ·' hy f-iarnu el P en­
nock , in t.he ea rly winte r, and being una hle to he re­
mo\·e<l, had to be cared fo r un i.ii spring. ] f e t11 11 l<l JH>L 

be :en t to a ho:pilal or other pu blic in~l it.ut.i on since it. 
" ·as known the slnse-hun te r;; were in wait ing, and he was 
therefore nece;:saril y depcnda 11 t on pri rnte 1111 r,.:i ng . 
During a ll lli e time of his stay, no neighbor s11spccted 
his presence. \ Vh en able to he rc 111 ovcd , he wa,.: sent 
to \Vill iam St.i ll , in l'hiladclphi:1 , anti th ence to Hosto n, 
wh ere ]1is injured limb wns ampuLatccl , an<l :111 a r t ifi cial 
)cg prov itle<l for him by ki nd fri ends there. One clay 
he surprised the Su nny;,;ide fami ly by his rea ppearance. 
This t ime it was as a co11: u111ptirn who"e clays were 
numbered, the waste from his injuric: having incluccd 
that disease. H e was sen t, with n nu mher of other 

•' 
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immigrants, to the milder climate of Jamaica, where he 
finally died. 

A s the war approached , t he bitt ernes.~ of • 'outhern 
feeling and the ha t red of t heir .r orlhern allies bega n 
to express it.sell' more freely even t han in the day;,; of 
mobs a nd burn ing;:. "Tha t nc;:t o f' n ig~cr:< nucl t rn itors 
wns to be broken up." Tho:;c d ispo:<ccl to Ir maligna nt 
never knew just when th ' re were any " nig~cr,,;" there, 
who ought to be sent home to sin \·cry; a nd to do them 
justice, many of them were kind enough to t ho::e who m 
they supposed to be free, hu t who were in reali ty fugi­
tives long r esident a l. t he Nort.h , but who had been 
cared fo r at fir:;t i!l one ot' tho:;e \·cry" nc.-:t-" of traitor -. 

\Vben an invasion from the South was expected nt 
one period of the war, t.he home of' eY ' l'Y abo li t ioni ·t, 
was on the list fo r dest.rnction, anti t here were those 
who va.uuted their purpose to poin t t hem out to an in­
vading army. No harm came to any, anti th eir days 
passed on, sndtlcncd by an xiety fo r fr iend· and rela­
tives in the Union A rmy, or busily clllployed for their 
a id and comfo rt. 

\ Vhen the dutic: wh ieh called h im to the field were 
over, a soldier retu rned to his wife a t t he L ewis home. 
F or months he battled with a fever whose seeds were 
planted in the South, but finally h e was prostrated. 
T hen in feeble health, each morning Eliz:tbcth R .. L ewis 
visited the r oom where he was nursed by his fa ithful 
wife. H e recovered, bu t E li zabeth contracted t.he sullle 
fever, nnd in it vet·y shor t time h er life on earth wns 
ended. This was the t rue breaking up of the Sunny­
side Home. It wns never aO'ain whn.t it had been. The 
three had trebled the pow:i· of each, but the charmed 
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unity was broken. In a few years Mariann foll owed 
her sister, and now only one of the th ree is left, and i hc 
home is possessed by str:111gcrs. 

That one, Grac~rnna L ewis, now li ves in P hiladel­
phia, is n member of the A cademy of Natural • ' cic11ce.-<, 
und a lecturer upon ornithology and k indred sub,iects . 
Edward D. Cope, ihe distinguished !'cientist of Phila­
delphia, recently said of her: " 'he is the only woman 
in P enn!'ylrnnia thai hns done any original work in 
Jl:t!.ural science." 

SUNNY."IDE. 

[The following tribute l o the ·home .in flucnce _of i l:e 
Lewis fan1 ily is considered worthy o.f a p lace 111 tlus 

work.-EDITORS.] 
"\Vho that has sha red Lhe hospitality of that home can 

fail to remember the genuine courtesy, the refin ement, 
and spi ri tual grace that reig ned there? It was Lhc 
home, not only of its own proper inmates, but rich and 
poor found there a welcome-the fo rtunate and cul ii­
rntcd seeking its congenial atrnosphcrc and !.he poor 
receiving its bounty. There the fu gitive from bond­
age found a safe harbor or was helped onward to aL­
tain to his uncontested f reedom in Ca nada. 

Happy the child ren that were brought under the in­
flu ence of t his home I They are men and women now, 
yet in the tangled sk ein of circumstance:; out of wh ich 
their lives have been woven, will be found one shining 
thread lead ing back to Sunnyside, taking its hue per­
haps fi:om some golden p recept learned there, or, better 
still, from the example of noble liYes. 

F or the benefit of the children of the neighborhood, 
a little library association was formed at Sunnyside. 

] 

I 
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One C'\·cning of each week \rn. devoted by the si;;ter;; lo 
rending aloud to the n:>.Semhled children whose wrnpt 
a tten tion bore evidence of the interest kindled. H erc 
a. first deli i:rhtful acq11aintancc wn made with 1\[:uy 
H owitt, l\[i;:;: Edgeworth, l\I iss , cdgwick, Lydia l\larin. 
Child, nnd other excellen t wri ters fo r children. K ol un­
frequcut ly the wrong;: of the l'l:wc were imprcs.::cd upon 
our you11g mind· by the readi ng of sonic touching ·tory 
of bontlarrc. One c\·enin rr 1 remember so well when the 

<::> <::> 

L ife of F rccleril'k D oug ln:<S was read, and we cried I ill 
our lit lle heart ,; were ready to b reak ! 

Among those whose prc:.:encc and influ ence were felt 
at. unny!'idc was l\[a ry T own!'end. daughter 0f 'harlc:; 
and P riscillit Townsend, of P hilaclclphia, who once spent 
l'ixtccn months with the L ewis family. 'he was the a u­
thor of "Lifo in the Insect "'iVorld," a istcr of J ohn K. 
Towusend , the well-known natur:llist, and was the lovely 
invalid to whom G race Greenwood adth cssecl one of her 
finest poems "·hich . he sent wi th a pi cture of 't. 'athn­
r ine, borne by the angels. Mary Towm;cnd exer cised a 
" ·onclerful influence upon the children by whom she wn 
surrounded at • 'unnysiclc. T hey r egai:decl her as t.he 
impersonation of all t hat was pure and lo,·ely, and, in 
childlike faith, adored her ns t.hcir saint . H er chamber 
in P hiladelphia, " ·here she lived with her parents , " ·as 
the place to"·ard whi ch the foo t.<steps of nu111y turned 
who looked up to her wi th a. faith as sincere and de­
voted ns that of those chi ldrcn. :Mn tu re life [\nd bu!'inc...::s 
cnres only deepened their ·ense of the rn i.nist ry of one 
so elevated and ennobled by patiently and cheerfu lly 
b orne sufforino--one whose sou l b loomed in t.o extrnor-o 
dinary beauty under i ts discipline. 
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DR. EDWIN FUSSELL. 

(Born Sixth month Hth , 1813.- Dic<l Tbird m o nth 10th, 11182.) 

D r. Edwin Fussell, son of 'Villia m and Jai1e Fus­
sell and n ephew of Dr. Bartholomew Fussell, was a 
member of the Society of Friends, an ea rnest advocate 
for th e abolition of slavery, and an able lecturer upon 
that subject. He personally aided fugit ives in their e:­
cape from bondage, and contribu ted his means for that 
purpose. 

·while not seeking to be aggressive through a fond­
ness for aggression, he was foa rless in his encounters 
with the opponents of justice and of human progress. 

After graduating in 1835 at the Un iversity of Pen11-
sylvani a, and practicing one year in Chester county, he 
removed to Indiana. His anti-slavery labors cont i11ued 
there as here. After remaining seven years he returned. 

H e was a warm advocate of temperance and of the 
liberal education and suffrage of women, in beha lf of 
which causes he ga.ve much hea rt-felt and effi cient la.bor. 
H e was one of the founders of the vVoman's Medi cal 
College of Philadelphia, . and in connection with Dr. 
Ellwood Harvey, of Chester, Pa., almost a lone for some 
time kept the institution on its foet. H e was professor 
in two departments successively for a number of years. 
It was wi th him purely a labor of love, n o sala,ry 
commensurate with the duties of his position being at­
tached to it. 

The following letter from Dr. Fussel describes certain 
phases of the anti-slavery work so well that it is g iven 

entire: 
l\1EDIA, 2d Mo. 26th, 1880. 

DEAR FRIEND: I will endeavor to give a few of the 

r 
t 
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facts in relation to the operation. of the nderg round 
Railroad in Chester coun ty, so fa r a they fell within 
my knowledge. Althoug h I a m a Chester co11nLy man 
by b irth, I on ly lived in that coun ty fo r ii few ycnrs of 
the time when th e U nderground Rail road was in full 
operation, but knew of its workin!!S in the \Vest and 
a lso in P hiladelph ia. "' 

I do not th ink there were si rrn>:, rrri ps, >: ig na ls or 
pn~·c;:; , by "· hi~h the fu g itiYcs wc1':'e kn;;'wn , or hy which 
they reached rn >:nfoty the Ya riou:-: fri end of freedom 
and agents on the route of the rm1r rground Ra ilroRd. 
They were gcncr:dly too well marked ' by t he unerring 
: igns of s lavery 110L to he distingui:-: hcd nt oucc by nny 
ouc that should :cc them on their way or h~u t hem 
s pea k three sen tences. T he t rains on this remarkable 
road nea rly ahrnys n m in the night, and its >:uccc...<:s was 
owi ng to the clarknP.<:;;, Lhc guidal1cc of the North ta r 
and to the ea rn est. souls of t.he men nnd women who 
loved freedom, and wh o recogni zed the rig ht« of· e \·ery 
man to be free, nnd the duty of eYery one "to r ernem­
ber those in bonds as bound with them." 

Those were stirring t imes in Chester county as cl«c­
where. 'Ve were surrounded by euemic. ; contumely 
and persecution were our portion ; danger beset us at 
every step iu the dnrk, yet there were fo w wh o bor e th e 
despised name of aboli t ionist t hat did not take up t he 
work bravely, count ing it for gain thn t they were able 
n,t any risk, danger, or sacrifice " to open the prison 
doors to them that are bound." l\Iy h eart lcnps at the 
recollection of those ea rnc:t souls wh o were the tearless 
\Yorkers in those days and nights of peril; guid ing . the 
stricken and hunted out of E gypt into the promised 
land. 

The movements were almost always mnd_e iu t.he n ight, 
a nd the furritives were taken from one station to another 
by wagon ~nd sometimes on foot ; they consi~ted of old 
men and young, women, children a.nd nursmg babes. 
Sometimes they came singly, sometimes by the dozen. 
In the middle of the night there carne a. low kn ock on 
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the door n window was rni::ed softly-" \Vito is l hc1;c ?" 
a low w~ll kn own voice in reply-" H ow 111:rny ?" fh c 
matt~r is !'oon a rranged. Hidden away 1n ~a rrel:-:, 
barn, cella r, or bedroom during the nc~t .day, (or ;:rn~1 c­
time:; many days) and then on nn ausp icious 111~h l fo r­
warded to the next station. Clothing is changed wh C' r ' 
possible, fottcrs remo\·ed when necc::..;:try; wound :< a rc 
d ressed, hung ry bodies fed; weary limb: arc .rc:< Lcd, 
f:1inti1vr hea r t:; strength ened and then up aga 1 n and 

< 
0 ·11· away for Ca nada . . , 'ome wer~ brave and w1 111g lo 

take risks and, lmv111 cr fo uud friends nnd a home, wou ld 
remain to be undi~11rhcd and still li ve in Che:<Lc r 
county'. whcrn th ey fo und . hel te r thir ty-fi ve years ai;o. 
, · ome were h u n Led n nd traced to be moved on ag:1111 ; 
some, :tins, to he over taken and carried back from 
Chester county in ch nins ! 

Oue of the ea rliest ca ·cs tha t I saw was an old ma n, 
moving in pain and ~vidently_ very sore. It wa. at L_hc 
house .of E sther Lewis, my wife's mothe r.. I Loo.k h11n 
into the house and helped him remorn h1:; clotl1111g to 
his hips. Hi: back from his neck to h_i: ~highs. was 
gridironed with sea ms from a recent 'rh1pp111g wi th a 
rnw-hidc, the cruel inst rnmen t of tortu re cutt.ing deep 
into the fl esh wit.It every blO\I'. Pressure upon the hack 
with the end of the finger a lmost a nywhere would ca11::c 
p us to _flow in n, stream. His back was nl:o . ca.n:ecl all 
over with scams and protuberances, the resul ts of fo rmer 
whippings of cli fforcnt elates, fi·om whi ch one co uld read 
the history of his life of suflering a: p lainly ns we read 
the E ar th's history by its con voluted strata, burnt out 
craters, and scars on mountains of u phcnval. T he ot~ 

fense for which this poor man hncl r eceived this tc1Tihle 
whipping, was going to see h'is 1~~fe, wh o ~clongcd Lo an­
othe r ma: tcr ; he was detected m the cnme, s11spc11dcd 
by his wrists to nn :ipple_ tree limb, his foet tied t?­
gether, and the cud of a r:ul pla~ed bctwec.n to keep h is 
body steady, and then the . fi end1s}1, ~·aw-Jude foll wit.h 
brute force for a hundred t11n cs. Ih1s man secu red l11s 
escape to freedom. 

I 
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'ometimcs th e ::-ln n would escape " ·ith iron fcLt_crs 
upon them placed t here to k eep t hem from. _runnmg 
mrny, but thc::e were gcncralJy r emoYed by "f n cncl:; by 
th e way" before they reached C hc."ter coun ty,. I on~c 
hnd in my possc::-sion a. neck ornament t:iken from :1 fu­
o-itive an iron band au inch wid e, :incl more than n. 
quart~r of an inch th ick wi t h three branches each nine 
inches long, turned up a t t he encl. This trinket w:;s 
r iveted nround t he mnn's neck, :ind th e prong::: made it 
impossible for him to lie down except upon :1 b lotk of 
wood or other hnrcl suh:<t:rncc. A nkle ornamenl:::, made 
of hea vy i ron bnnd:;, ri veted arnuud the legs, were a 
co111111on c1c ,·ice, and often had prongs or chai.ns and bn.ll · 
at tached. Thc:;c were so h c:w y a · to we:t r m to l he It~-­
ing fl esh , and yet, thm: equipped, men set off on their 
j ourney to t he North . 'ta r of freedom. . . 

\ Vhi lc living in P hibdelp hin, '~e had one clay n v1s1t 
from a youn O' lady of our acquamtn nce. h~ wa · not 
accounted an° a.boli t ionist, was t he daugh ter of wc.'l ~ t hy 
pa.rents li ving in one of t he most fa l~ i?n~:hlc 111a1.1:;w11 
on A rch street. H er mother h nd a Y1s1t from n • out.h­
eru friend who enter tained her hostess wi t h nn account 
of' her misfo r tu ne in the lo · of a favori te s lave wh o had 
rnn n,way from his kind mi:-:t.rcs . • he dilated upon the 
the. hwe" virtue·, hi. g reat vn lu? nnd. her grca~ loss, 
but : he was con. oled that n.11 m tlu~ world 1 n? t 
evil , for sh e had j ust heard of hi:; .wh.ercn?o11t:- m 
\ Vert Chester and ex pected to captu re him ma 1ew clays. 
T he exact place in \Vest 9 hc.-;te r a nd wi.th. wh om he 
lived was detailed and the t 11nc aucl plan of his rcco:·c ry 
were : tatcd by t hi. confiding lady. The hen.r t. of t he 
young 1rirl was moved; she kn ew n o one in \V e;;t Che . ..;tcr, 
but : hg lmcw my wife nncl me-aud t hn.t we we re abo­
l it ionisls and Chester count.y people. S he went to he r 
own r oom ns soon as she cou ld lenve th e pnrl or, wrote 
down the names of persons and p~aces, a!ld has tened Lo 
our housP., her face all aglow with excitement as she 
told h er story. ' Ve did not know any ?f the p ersons 
named in \Vest Chester but we knew Simon B ernard 

' 
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who lived there then, and we knew he was Lrne as tem­
pered st~el. A letter went to him by the next mail; nil 
was found as described. The slave-cntchcrs made their 
appearance the next day, but " the bird harl flown ;" it 
was off to freedo m on the Underg round Railroad and 
the disappointed Southern lady thought this was but 
a poor world after all ! 

One noteworthy peculiarity of these fug itive parties 
was that the bfl.bies never cried. W ns it thnt slnvc 
mothers had no t ime to attend to in fantile wants and 
the children f-iund that it did not" pay" to cry, or did 
the t imid mothers teach their little ones to t rc111blc and 
be still in horrible fear as do the mother pnrtl"iclges im­
press their young with dread of the hawk as soon as 
they are out of the shell ? 

'this is a large subject, and a thousandth pMt of its 
miseries and hcnrt-breaks ca n never be written, but, 
thanks to the F ather of the poor, t he hon or is dead, 
t he bloodhound is no longer on the t rack, the U nder­
g round Railroad i: no more. 

REBECCA L. Fl"f':>ELL. 

Rebecca Lewis, second daughter of J ohn nncl Esther 
L ewis, of \Vest Vincent, Chester county, mnrri c·d in 
January of 1838 Dr. Edwin Fu:-:sell. Jn May of" t hat 
year, just before Pennsylrnnia Hall in Philadelphia 
was buxned, her husband and she moved to P cndlcloll, 
Indiana. In thnt Stnte aud in Ohi o they met all Lhc 
friends of the slave at the stirring meetings hcl<l from 
time to time during a r esidence of more than r: ix years 
there. They were accustomed to go more thnn a hun­
dred miles, over roads that would appal the traveler 
of to-day, to attend these meetings, taking with them n. 
baby, as all others did in the West then. 

In May of 1843, Dr. E dwin Fussell came to au au-
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nivcr~ary meeting in New Y ork with a large company 
of Ohio aboli tioni ts in a monster wagon, built by 
:.A.brnm Allen, and called "The Liberator." It wa 
made for carrying fugit ive slases. It is belie,·ed that 
they called at the house of Daniel G ibbons in Lancns­
tcr county, and certain that they stayed at the h ouse of 
Dr. B1irtholomcw Fu · ell, who then had n, school in 
York, Pa. 

At thn.t a nni versary meetiug the P a rent ociety iu 
New York appoiJ1 tecl a hundred conventions to be held 
clmi ng the year. The lecturers, as for as remembered, 
were Frederick D ouglass, "William A.. White, George 
Bradburn, Sid ney Howard Gay, J ames l\luuroe nud 
Charles L ennox R cmoud. The con,·en tion at P endleton 
had the tl11·ee fir:;t named as speakers. The iuhabitnuts 
of the town were greatly incensed at the attention paid 
to a " nigger " (Frederick D ouglass) and especially at 
his being an invited guest at the house of Dr. Fussell. 
The usual remedy for such insults (!) was resor ted to. 
The meeting was brnken up by a mob which threatened 
the life of the distinguished orntor. With the quick 
insp iration of the mother, who felt that even these men 
frenzied as they were with anger, could not harm a 
baby, Rebecca. Fussell lifted her infant* and held it be­
tween Mr. D ouglass and his assailants, thus saving l1im 
for a. time. Afterwards, when separated from these 
tender protectors, Mr. D ouglass was overtaken and 
mer cilessly cut and bruised by the mob, who thought 
that they had killed him. H e required a lengthened 
period of nursing as he lay prostrated at the h ouse of a 
sister of Dr. Fussell, who resided near the scene of ac-

• Thl\L infnnL is now Dr. Linnoous Fussell, of i\Iedlo, Pa. 
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tion. The other guests were sent for safety to the 
houses of other relatives, while the citizen of Pendle­
ton to a roan watched Dr. Fu~ell's house all n ight as. 
the cry " Five dollars for Dr. Fussell !" had been start­
ed when they thought they had killed Frederick 
D ouglass. That mob broke up the Fussells' western 
home. In November of that year they came east in 
t ime for Dr. Fussell to attend the first decade of the 
formation of the Anti-Slavery Society. 

The hatreds of that hour have long passed by, and a 
number of those engaged in the mob have become good 
citizens. The person who nursed Frederick Douglass 
on that occasion was Elizabeth, wife of Neal Hardy. 
Recently, in her widowhood, this kind and motherly 
woman received an honored visitor, and the town which 
once drove him from her midst, and with hi m some of 
her best citizens, was not slow to rccogniic in this same 
orator, the favored official, F rederick Doug lafis, then 
United St.ates Marshal for the District of Columbia. 
A later experience in P hil adelphia with the popular 
hatred of the times, affected a most lovely and innocent 
girl just blooming into womanhood. " ' ith her friends she 
attended a meeting to listen to the eloquence of George 
William Curtis. ·whilst there a shower of vitriol was 
thrown into tlic audience and it fell chiefly on her face 
and dress. She was so terribly burned that fo r weeks 
her face had to be excluded from the air wrapped up in 
wet cloths. This was Emma J., eldest daugh ter of Dr. 
Edwin and Rebecca L. Fussell. Through the care of 
her parents she came out of the ordeal unscarred and 
her bonnet, riddled with holes, was the only external 
memorial of the fi endish vengeance directed, not against 
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her personally, but towards the assembly of abolition­
ists of which she formed a part. This experience, no 
doubt, hastened the maturing of nn earnest, deep, nnd 
thouo-htful soul , such ns looks out from the p icture she 
has left behind her. In ea rly life, this de,·oted gir l 
offered her services ns n teacher in the South.* In pity 
for her youth and in hope of the richness of her pro­
mise, J . Miller McKim very kindly, but firmly refused 
her. He explained to the wri ter that he did it been.use 
he could not endure to sec such a martyr . There is no 
doubt that he was moved by a fatherly kindness which 
interfered to prevent a. needless sacrifice, but the refusal 
was most painful to her ; and to her friends, ns the laTge 
tears dropped silently, she excused the author of her 
<lisappointment by saying he d id not know her, nor how 
her heart was in it. 

Soon after this, wounded men from our battles began 
to arrive in Philadelphia. At one time four hundred 
and fi fty were sent to a. hospita l nea r the residence of 
Dr. Fussell. At midnight, with wine and cordials, 
father and daughter made their way to where their help 
was so imperatively needed. As the daughter of a physi­
cian, with the knowledge nod skill which many willing 
nurses lacked, she was every where in request, and, for­
getful of her own needs, she only remembered to supply 
ns far as in her power, those of the suffering ru·otmd 
her. It was not at the South, but amid her own kin­
dred that she labored until nature would bear no more. 
Then she laid down in dea th, and the martyr soul rose 
beyond our vision leavino- an ao-onized memory of what 

' 0 0 
she was and what she might have been. We do not 

•AL Bcuufor L, S. c. 
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question was it wise or well. W e only state that it was, 
and that such were the spirits mu·tured by the opposi­
tion to slavery. Y oung persons thl"Ough an illimitable 
condemnation of an illimitable wrong, rose to the 
height of their power for time, or else they passed to 
eternity, and God knows which was best. W e only 
know that the silent dead sometimes influence us more 
than the living. Children yet unborn may be lifted to t 
a higher plane by spiritual kinship with Emma J. Fus-
sell, aged 23. 

! 
I 

j 
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'H.A.PTER XII. 
1\ou1t1s ll£A1t1R.-L cw1s P&AllT.-A Drcnm.-E:~n1os K1l!uE1~.-Skctch 

of Experiences of RACll EL H A1t1tu;.-"C1111ninghn111·.s nnche."­
Abbie Kimbc r.-Ocrtru<le Kimbe r Burle ig h. 

NORRI. MARIS.* 

( Fifth :'ll onlh 2.Jth, 1803.) 

\Vhile Norris Maris lived on the form of E sther 
L ewis nnd dnugbte1·s, he was ever willing and rendy to 
assist the fugitive, whether at night when fatig ued from 
the dny's labor, or in co ld, dreary or stormy weather 
when le...<:S benernlen!. henl'ts would seek their own p ro­
tection nnd comfor t rather than to enduJ"e exposlll·e such 
as that merely to nid a colored sti·:mger in securing lib­
erty. H e never looked upon it as a t rouble; scru·cely ns 
a duty; but simply as a blessed privilege to secure the 
freedom and hnppine...c:s of eyen a few individuals of an 
oppressed nnd clown-trodden people. 

In 1854 he pmchnsed a farm near Kimberton, nnd 
bis home at once became another "station," nnd con­
tinued ns such until the government no longer recog­
nized the negro ns chattel property. 

Slaves cn,me to his place from the eas tern shore of 
Maryland, from Virginia and from J ohn Vickers. J oJm 
being a potter, frequently gatre them a slip of paper 
contain'ing the words : "Thy friend Pot," and gave di­
rections how to find the place. In the fall of the yea1· 

• The editors think proper t o put upon record here n slntement nui.de 
by Dr. R. C. Smedley t o n friend before h is <lcnlh, viz.: thn.t Lo the m ­
te rcst nrousc<l in his min<l by Norris Maris, who to ld him o f w l,1nt wns 
done by the Lewis family, w ns o wing h is dctcrruinntion to g l\·c lhi~ 
work t o the world . 
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be impressed the local ity more forcibly upon their 
memory by telling them that after passing a place where 
they would smell pomace-which was at Abraham 
B uckwalter's cider p ress-they were to top at the first 
h ouse by the roadside on the righ t. After delivering 
the paper to Norris they were free to converse with him 
and fa mily. W ith a ll others they maintained profound 
reticence. 

Norris either took them to E lijah F. P ennypncker's 
or Lewis P eart's, or sent them in charge of persons 
living with h im. John l'L Groff, then a. lad, nod now an 
ex-Justice of the P eace in W est Chester, was one of his 
trustworthy conductors. F requently he gave directions 
how to find the next stn.tions ; and his son George, who 
was then a small boy, often drew a mnp of the road 
for them as far as E. F. P cnnypacker's. 

' Vl1ile Norris lived on the farm of Gracc:rnnn Lewis 
and sisters, a party of twenty-one came and were cared 
for by the two fam il ies. 

So frequently did fugiti\'es come and go that Norris's 
children while young looked upon providing fo r them 
with the same calm, cheerful," matter of cour:ic" feel­
ing as they did upon preparing the dn.ily meal:;, or at­
tending to the various departments of housekeepi ng. 

LEW JS PEAR'.l'. 

(Born Scplc mbc r 2Gth, 1 8~~.-Dic<l F'cbrun r y Hllt , 188'!.) 

Lewis Peart, of Lam1;elcr townsh ip, Lanc!lster coun­
ty, was one of those quiet, cautious men whose calm, 
cool determination, :erene, deliberate forecast, and un­
wavering judgment made him a reliable agent on tl1is 
line of secret transportation. Slaves were sent to h im 
chiefly from Daniel Gibbons and dit·ect from Columbia . 
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F rom h i h ouse they were sent to Lindley Contes, 
Thoma ' Yhil on, Thoma B on all aucl others. ome 
were secreted in the hou ·e, and ome in the barn. H e 
genern11y took them him elf, after dusk , to other ta­
t.ions, as it were dangerous for ncgrocs to go when the 
Gnp gnng wns p l'Owl ing around. \ Vhen he sent them 
he gave verba I cl i rec ti on . I f pursuers were c1o e be­
h ind, or there wa daugcr, he cnt. a swift me...<:Senger in 
ndvance to the next station agent to apprise him of the 
necessity of hurrying the fug itive· :d ong without dehy. 

In the spr ing of 1844 he removed to hcster coun ty, 
near Valley F orge. H ere his work in this line of 
lrnvcl was qund rnple t hat which h e was caJJcd upon to 
perform while in the L :rnca ter section of the r oute ; 
: liwcs were sent to him chiefly by the L ewis sisters and 
by "orris Maris. H e always kept plenty of horses 
und either took llJC fugit ives, or sent them by H enry 
Richnrds, to Dr. J . L. Paxson, or the Corsons, in Nor- · 
ristown; aJso to Charles Adamson, c.:huylkilJ, and lo 
James ' Vood, both of whom "·ere ever wil lino- to assi t 

0 

all wh o cHme to them. 
Henry Richards own ed, and lived on, a lot near 

Lewis P eart's. H e and his wife had bot.It been sliwcs 
in Delaware. 

One nigh t L ewis saw J ohn A.. Grofl: in a dren m, 
coming at a distnuce along the road, with a lot of fugi­
t ives he was b1·ingin g from Norris l\Iaris. He watched 
him until he came to the house, when a loud rap at t11e 
door awoke him. H e a rose, went down stn irs, n.nd on 
openiJ1g the door, there stood the very boy with the 
load of slaves he had been watchina in bis dream. 

0 

He believed that many of the A.fricrui race possessed 
J 



194 HISTORY OF TUE 

peculiar susceptibili t ies, and he had strong fai th thnt in 
their flight from bondage they were frequently g_u idecl 
to a r e-union with their friends by the force ~nd mtcn­
sity of their affections. In co n oboration of this he r e­
lated an instance of a party of slaves that were con­
cealed in a covered wagon at his place ready to be con­
veyed by him to ano.thcr station. Before starting, a 
colored man from another region cnmc up, nnd learning 
that there were fugitives in the wagon, felt a stroug al;ld 
peculiar drawing toward it. Going up, he gave a low 
tap on the side, and received from the interior the de­
sired reply, which proved to be from his mother. After 
long wanderings, nod wide separation, they were thus 
re-united. !Vfany instances of a similar character came 
under his immedia.tc observation. 

Ei\D[QH Kli\lDER. 

(Born JTi;;.-Dictl ::\inth :Month 1s t , 18."".0.) 

Among those who took on early and a <.:Li\"C pa rt in 
the cause of the slave wns Emrnor Kimber, of Kim­
berton, Chester county. His house wn :-; a welcome 
refuge to nil who sough t his aid. He wns a man of su­
perior intelligence, extensive education, firm in his con­
victions, strict in discipline, and was a" recommended 
minister" in the Society of Friends. In 1818 he cstnb-
1 ished a boarding school for girls, which he conducted 
successfully for a period of twenty years. 

But one incident is related in detail of the assistance 
given by him to a long line of fugitives extending over 
many years. A few arc refened to in the accoun ts of 
others who forwarded them to his place. Am011g the 
most noted who came under his roof: whose character-

l 
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istic trni ts nnd abil ity distinguiJ1cd her from all other: 
and made an impression upon the memory which a mul­
titude of other cYen t:; could neyer eflitce, was "Cun­
ningham's Rnche," who was afterwards long and well 
known in \ \Test Chester as R.\CHEL H .\Rncs. he wns 
tall, muscular, slight, with nn extremely sen itirn ner­
vous organization, a brain of l:uge size, and an expres­
sion of r emarkable sagacity. She wn · owned by a man 
in Maryland unmed " i\Iort " nnninghnm. he passed 
into the hands of H enry \ V:tters, n gentleman of estimn­
ble chnrnctcr, in Baltimore. But whether he bought 
her, or hi1·cd her of 'unningham for a. period of time, is 
not k nown. He wns in delicate hcnlth, nncl wished 
Rnchcl to nccompany him and his wife lo New Orlenns 
as their servant. After r ema ining a short time he re­
turn ed. On the Yoyagc he grew worse, und one night 
when about Lo die, afcaJ"ful storm arose. In relating the 
incident to the Kimber family, with her remarkable 
dramatic powers, she depicted Lhc scenes and surrouucl­
ings with such powers of speech nncl expression aml 
apposite gesticulation as almost to make them feel they 
were witnessing thesceucs in reali ty. he impersonated 
the howling wind, the tumultuous sea, the lurching ship, 
the belJowing of a cow, frightened by the storm, and 
finally the dy ing man in his last moments of earth. 
She described the landing at their place of destination, 
and Lhe appearance of the cow as she stepped upon te1·ra 
finna, nnd, taking 1t snuff of the laud-breeze, darted 
through the cro,rcl. The captain beck oned to R ache 
and pointed toward the cow. Rn.che took in the mean­
ing at_ once, and taking ad vantage of thnt moment when 
her mistress was occupied in thought, she, like the cow, 
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darted through the crowd with the quickness of a flash, 
and disappeared. Making her way northward, she 
arrived at the house of Emmor K imber. T he fami ly 
being in need of a servant employed lier ns cook, in 
which capacity she sen·ed them for a long t ime faith­
fully, and was much esteemed. Her slave-name then 
was H enrietta Waters. 

She had a most thorough abhorrence of her former 
master, " 1\{ort" Cunningham. 

She married Isaac Harris, who had formerly been a 
a slave of William Taylor, Maryland. His slave-name 
was J oe Lusley. 

After their marriage they resided in W est Chester 
many years; the latter part of the time they occupied a 
small house on \Vest Miner street, " ·here Dr. Thomas 
Ingram's house now stan ds. She was ever cheerful and 
lively, and her clear, strong, musical voice, as she sat in 
her doorway in the e\·en i ngs and sang, was hcnrd in nil 
that part of the town. • 'he \1·as employed hy as many 
fomiles as she could serve to do their weekly washing 
and ironing; and in house-cleaning times her serv ices 
were always in demand. 

A large reward had been offered for her, and a mnn 
in "\Vest Chester learning th is, and having a more sel­
fish love of money than a regard for her liber ty, in­
formed the advertiser where she was living. He came, 
engaged a constable to go with him, proceeded to her 
house, arrested her and took her before J udgc Thomas 
S. Bell, to prove her to be his property. "\V hile the ex­
amination was going on in the judge's office, then lo­
cated at tl1e southeast corner of Church and Miner 
streets, she asked permission to step out into the back-
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yard, which was granted, the officer accompanying her. 
The moment she entered the yard she ran to the board 
fence surro1111d ing it, abou t seven feet high, nnd, as if 
assisted by au Un een Hand, scaled it wi th the ngiliLy 
of 1t cat, nnd fled . The constable hnd not time to seize 
her, for she left him in the q ui cknes~ of' a fln h, nor 
could be with his best effort climb that fence lo pursue 
her. 

Rachel sped out the alley nud down 1\fo1er street to 
High, up H igh to Samuel A uge's hat store, down an 
alley nnd through the hat shop, over a m t of boiling 
liquid, frightening the men ns though nu appari tion hnd 
suddenly dar ted nmong theru, out through an alley back 
of Dr. "\Vor thington's stabl e, and in to the kitchen of 
J ohn T. "\Vortbington's house, where Caleb E. Chamben;' 
leather store is now situated. Rushing up to l\[rs. 
W or thington she threw her arms around her. 

" F or God sake, tnke me iu, S:t\ 'e me, my mater is 
a.fter me !" cried the poor atrrigh ted wo111nn. 

" Ohl I guess not," said l\Irs. "\Vor Lhington, t.rying le 
soothe her. 

" H e isl he is! they had me, but I got nwny from 
them. Oh hide me somewhere quickly, do!" 

Her emotion and piteous nppeals conYinced l\Irs. 
"\Vor thiugton th:it she was actually pursued, and imme­
diately she took her up to the garret, hid her in a. cubby­
hole, fastened the door, and returned, Shortly after, her 
husband came home to dinner; the family took their 
seats around the table and no siO'n wns manifest thnt 

' I:> 
anything unusual had occurred. 

The constable, exasperated at her successful escnpe 
and mortified at bis discomfiture went back into the 

' 
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office :tnd told his ta le. Bewildered and amazed nt such 
an instanteou · Aigh t, the slnveholdet· nnd his aids knew 
not fo r a moment what Lo do. Gathet·ing their sen cs 
again they determined upon an immediate and ,·igor ous 
pm-Pui t. H,ushing to the street they looked both wnys, 
but the /leet-footed Ra chel was nowhere Lo be seen. Not 
an ind ividual wns in sight save one old man named 
James Hutchinson. Hurrying up to him they inqu ired 
if he had seen a colored woman running past there. He 
had seen her, nnd wondered what she was run ning after. 
Taking in nt once the fact: of the case that these were 
negro hunters he promptly replied, "Yes, I d id." 

" "\Vbieh wny did she go?" 
"Shure an' she shot :dong there like a rabbit," he 

answered, pointing in the opposite direction lo tl1at in 
which she ran. The men heing Lhus mi led :carched for 
her in that part of town. 

Hearing in the afternoon that something like a phan­
tom had paS.:led through" f;ammy" A ugc's hal -~ ltop t ha t, 
day, they went thi ther i111111cdiately, exarnincd the alley 
fmd Dr. Wortl1ington'H stable, nnd pa:sed by ,John T . 
W orthington's house without calling. The Beneficent 
H and that guided her to th is place still threw the pro­
tecting mantle around her, and it did nut enter the minds 
of her pursuel'S to make enqu iries there, huL 111ccting 
J ohn on the st l'eet, they asked if he had seen or hcal'cl 
anything of her. H e told t.hc.m he ht~cl not. His wife 
had fortunately r evealed nothing to him. 

Hachel had wash ed fo r l\Irs. \Vorthiugton !Or many 
years, and was b.e]o,·ed l~y her as a faithful, honest 
woman and now, m her <li.tress, she could return the 
measur~ of faithfulness. The colored woman had_fre-

I 

f 
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qucntly !lnid she would rather be cut to pieces than be 
r eturned to sl1wery. 

H er husband a t that t imc wa working in the brick­
ya rd of Ph ilip P. 'harpies. By some means, info rma­
t,ion ranched them of where she was. Philip immedi­
ately set Lo work to devi. c some measures for her re­
moval from W est Che tcr. A ctiYe search was made for 
her during the entire afternoon a ud c\·cuiug, and every 
movement of those knowu to be in sympathy with the 
fug it.ive was as closely watched ns the moYemcnts of m1 
:1rn1y by Lhc scouts of the enemy. I t would not he safe 
for an abolitionist in ... West Chester to attempt to convey 
her from town , for the scrntin izing eyes of the hunters 
were vigorously on the aJcrt. Philip knew, that as 
Benjamin P rice's sons "·ere attend ing the Friends' 
ch ool aL the H igh t rcct l\Iccting H ou e, and he drove 

in town on that evening of t.ho week to take them to a 
lecture, Lhc appe11r1tnce of his carr iage stn ndi.ng there 
would excite no uspiciou. H e v isited Benjamin, n. quiet 
but fai thful Undcrg ronnd Railroad agent who lived two 
nncl :t-half miles from the bor ough, and the proper iu­

rangerncnts were made. 
About dusk he droYe into the sheds a usual, hi tched 

his horses and went into the school-room where the 
pupils were engaged in their evcnii1g stud ies. .AJ:. the 
hour approached for the lecture, he and his son Isa iah 
took their seats in the carriarre while the others went to 

b 

Lhe Iectu re. 
During this t ime Rachel was being dressed in male 

attire at M:rs. V\T orthington's, and at the appointe~ hour 
walked out of the house with her husband, attrnctwg no 
more atten tion than two men would ordinarily do, and 
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went dlrectly to t he carriage at the sheds, ::i rrh·ing t here 
a few minutes after B enj am in a nd I sa ia h had entered . 

"ls that you, boys?" was inquired from with in. 
"yes." 
" Then h op r ight in; we sha ll be late at the lecture, 

and we have Lo go on an c1Tand firs t." 
The darkness of the n igh t, and a. dri;1,zling rn in d e­

scending favored their eluding the observation of nny 
who migh t be on the watch. They stnrLed nor thward 
out High street "to attend to an errand first," th en 
turning to the right at t he 1·oad below Taylor's brewery 
(;bey drove along a by-way to the State road, nnd then 
proceeded d irectly on their course t hroug h Nonis­
town to the residence of a relative, ·William H. J ohn­
son, in Bucks county, about forty- fi ve miles from \ Vest 
Chester, arriving there about ten 0'0lock next day. 
They were warmly received, and the fug iti,·c..; were taken 
into the care of the fam ily. B eing so far from \ Ve. t 
Chester, and so l ittle danger of t ltci 1· being d i:-covcred 
there, they remain ed for a considerable linw, and then 
r Elmqved to Canada. 

T his statement of how she was con vcyccl from IV est 
Chester , d iffer ing from that which is g i vcn in lh c H i tory 
of Chester county, requires nu explanation. 

The account of her cscn.pe from the ofliccr, nnd h er 
flight from Judge Bell's to J ohn T . IV01t hington'.· 
h ouse, was g iven by I amucl 1\1. a nd Cyrus Painter, an u 
others. H er entrance into W or thington's house, h er 
rushing up to .Mrs. \Vorthington aud plead ing fo r pro­
tection, and the way in wh ich she was secreted, was 
related by l\Irs. \Vor thington her..;elf. , 'he could no t 
remember who among the abolition ists of the borourrli 

0 
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she spoke to about b1·iug ing a carriage for her, but 
thoug ht it was nmucl l\L PainLcr, n he con rnyed more 
from W est Chester tha n any other person. H e said he 
did not remember taking her , t hat he took o many he 
could not now . cpara tc one incident enti rely from 
another, unless something at the t ime made a pecin1 
impression upon hi · miud; but if he did take her, it was 
to J ohn Vickers', n it was there he Look nl l. Not being 
able ton cer tain anyth ing d ifforcnt from all enquiries I 
cou ltl ma kc, I ncccptctl that n most l ikely to be 
correct. 

Iu my. ubsequcnt g lean ing of incidents I a ked Cnpt. 
I saiah Price for some rcmini cen ccs of hi fa ther 's 
U nderground Railroad work. Arnoug them he related 
the incident of their tnk.iug Rachel Harris nway while 
h e r pur:;ucrs were :en rch ing fo r her. This could be 
accepted then as co rrect, and was the fi rst p osit i rn in­
fornta.t iou 1·ccci \·ed. 

Rachel afterwards wrote to H annah J efrri cs and others 
in W est Chester, sn.ying she was coutcn terl nnd happy. 

The shtveholdcr nnd his a· i -tant · con tiuucd their 
sen rch in the borough for two da.y.-, and Lheu abandoned it. 

F or tho part l\Irs. \Vorthi ngton took iu the g rand 
:;uccess, h er friends for n. long t ime humorously called 
her " the l ittle aboli t ion ist." 

• omc t ime during their ·ojourn at J ohnson's Rachel 
and her huband were met by Dr. Bartholomew Fussell 
nu<l GraccaunaLcwis. As was his wont this kind l1earted­
mnn soon entered inLo conversation with her , and in a 
fow minutes discovered that she had on ce been a pupil of 
his dtu·ing his residence in Maryland mmiy years before. 
A t the moment of r ecorrnit ion she sprnuO' up overwhelm-

J * D D ' 
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ing bi m wi th her manifestations of deligh t, cry ing : "You 
Dr. Fussell ? You Dr. Fussell ? D on't you rernem ber me? 
I'm Rache-Cunningha m's Rache, down nt B 11l'h l{iver 
N eck." Then receding to v iew him better, she ex­
claimed, " L ord bless de child ! how he is grown !" The 
D octor by this t ime had hecome quite corpu lent.. 

She then recotmtcd her wretched experi ences in 
slavery while the propert.y of "l\Iort." Cunningham, 
who had come to capture her, and rehearsed the inci­
dents of her e.-;cape in her nnfond ly drn111atic style, and 
said that from her hiding place in the garret. she henrd 
the men hunting for her in the.alley below. 

Grnceanna L ewis, shortly after this event, in a 
private company, wns imper;;onating Rachel in her 
descript ion of her escftpe from " Test Chci ler, wi thout 
telling who the fugit ive was, when Abbie Kimber; recog­
nising tbe description of the \l"Oman, and her porfoctly 
natural manner of dramat.izing scenes and incidents, a t 
once exclaimed: "TliaL's our Rache." 

1\HJ( ;,\ IJ , K J l\IBER . 

(Born l SOJ.- Dic<l Thir<l :.Honlh '.!'~d . lbol.) 

Abigail K imber, daugh ter of E mmor Kimber, was a 
woman of superior mind and excelleul traits of charac­
ter. At the early age of four teen she beca me a teacher 
in her father's school, and soon ex hi bited rare ciipabili tics 
for her vocation. H er qu ick percept.ions cnablefl her 
to comprehend without an eflort the in tcllccLua l needs 
of her pupils, and she a pplied her:;elf wit h d iligence 
and tact to supply I.li e helps which each rer1ui red. H er 
high standard· of worth, her _ ow~1 c~amplc nnd l1 ~r en­
thusiastic love for her pupils rnsp1recl lhem with a 
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proper idea of their duty, and no one, it is said, ever 
left the school that did not carry with her grateful re­
collections of the care nnd kindnes'- of -;\IL- Abbie, as 
well as n. warm admimtion of' her superior intellect and 
noble nature. She conti nued in the profession of teach­
ing for thirty years. 

At a very early period of t.he anti- ·Javery ca use ,:he 
enrolled hersel f among its advocate., and from tha t 
hour he labored with rnre devotion and acti,·ity in il · 
behalf. A t difforent. periods she fill ed the office"" of 
President, \ ice President, and R ecording • ccretnry of 
the Phi ladelphia F emale A nti-, la very ociety, and for 
many years she was a member of the Executive Com­
mittee of the Penn y lvnnia Anti-• l:wery ociety. 

In those days when Government oflicinls g:l\·e up 
unt i-slnvery meet.in1:,rs to the mercy or the fury of mohs, 
and abolitionists wa 1 ked to their ai' -emb I ies m1d sn t 
therein, solemnly, as confronting mortal peril, she never 
faltered, nor shrank from the du t.y of ma intaining free­
dom of . peecb, and demanding freedom for the lnvc. 

She was a delegate to the \Vorld 's Convention which 
met in L ondon in the . ummer of 1840. 

T o what great ex tent the influence of her example 
nnd the noble aims and purposes in Ji fo :::he inst.illed 
into the mind:; of her pupils have ·pread throughout 
the world as they left the school-room, and in their turn 
became teachers and mother., or to what exten t she 
swayed the l'Cep tl"C of good oYer mnLu red minds in tho::c 
d1iys when it required a va. t amount of her oi ·m and 
moral stamina in ,roman to come publicly to the front 
and advocate the r ights of humnnity, no pen can tell, 
n9r mind can ndequntely conceive. 
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"A8 Liny pebbles cnsl in sen 
llfnkc c ircles lo the fnrthe r sh ore, 

Brnve womnn sh nll lhy powe r be felt 
The wide world o'er." 

G E RTR UDE KIMBER B URLE W!£, 

sister of Abigai l Kimber, was also endowed with supe­
rior intellcctmd g if ts and mornl force of character. , he 
bcen,mc the wife of that able a.postl e of anti-slavery a nd 
Len1 perancc, so wel l kn own aud beloved through o11 L 
()he. ter county, Charles C. Bu rleigh . I append a com­
munication sent me by one of her friend<> and a former 
pupil of their sch ool. 

Gertrude K. Burleig h, youngest daughter of Emmor 
and Susanna Kimber , was born at Kimbcrton, C hester 
county, P cnnsylvanin, on the 1-!th of June, 1816. 

In a cultured home, she was ren1arkable for her 
sprig htl iness and p ower of en ter taining other:;. fo this 
she had it l ifo-long Lra in i ng. 

H er mother, a 1110 111 bcr of the C hc;-:tcr eoun ty J ackscn 
fami ly, wa. characlcrizcd by such swcctnc.-,;s of dispos i­
t ion that everybody loved "Friend , 'usan," a nd 
throug hout the wide circle of the pu pils educated nL the 
Kimbcrton B oard iug Sch ool, few were g reater favorites 
than she. T he rare qual ities of h er nature r eappea red 
io her daug hters ns an active benevolence which had for 
i ts obj ect the welfare of others unde r a ll t he circum­
s tances of the li fe which smTow1dcd them. Gertrude 
was it most Joyal fr iend, noble and hig h-minded to a. 
superlat ive degree, exercising a powerful influen ce on 

the pupils of the . scl'.ool. . .A," a matter of course, sh e 
became an en thusiastic anti-slavery woman, nnd when 
in the heigh t of his splendid oratorical powers, C. C. 
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Burleigh wa welcomed to her fa ther' r e idence, mnted 
natures were found. 

In writing concerning her, "Willinm Lloyd Gn r rison 
says : " Mrs. Burleigh, long before she became a wife 
and mother, warmly cspou eel the C!UISC of the en lnYed 
millions a t the ou th nnd throucrhout the long nud 

' <:> 
even tful s truggle fo r t he oYcr throw of shn·cr y, rema ined 
fa ithful to he r cal'ly conviction. nud cheerfully accepted 
whatever of p r ivate oslrauism or publ ic obloquy nL­
tcndccl t.l1o:c not a ·hnmcd Lo be knowu as abol it ioni ts 
of au u11compron1i ·ing s tnmp. In whatever she 
did . he was 11rc to be tho roughly pcr>:uadcd in her 
own mind , nnd to act independently of nil con­
!';idera t ions of. cltii:hness or wor ldly CXJ?edicncy. .. he 
had r:uc clements of characler, wl1ich, as opportuni ty 
presented, titted her to be a. t rue heroine; one nfrn id of 
uo deprirnt.ion, disposed to shrink from no c ro. -, nnd nt 
all t imes prepared to decide fo r her ·elf what wn right 
and where the pa th of duty lay. I shall ahrny cherish 
h er memory and remember with p lensurc Lhnt she 
p laced me on the l is t of h er closely nttached frie11ds." 

he d ied a.t Florence, 1\£nss., on t he 26th of AugusL, 
1869, in the fifty-fourth year of her age, mourned nncl 
loved by the communi ty iu wh ich she had zealously la­
bored. H er true wor th was fully understood nnd most 
h ighly appreciated by these co-worker:>, and al her 
fu neral , Flo rence Hall was so densely cr owded that all 
cou Id noL find sen ts, some of the discourses being ex­
ceeding ly appropriate and touch ing. 
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ELIJA H F. P~;:<:>YPACKt:H.-lncidcnls.-Pnrcntngc.-l\lcmbcr of Lcgis ­
lnturc.- ;\lnrringc.-Entcrs l\Tinistry.-Jos 1n •u P. SCA ll LE'M'.­

Savcd Life o f Dickerson Gorsuch nt Christinnn.- Arrcslcd.- Ac ­
q11 it lcd.-TllO:UA6 L1;w1s.-Tuo~1 AS H EA 0.- lnc i<lonts.-Dn 11 ic l 
Hos.~.-Am using I nc ident nL Compnn y.- Publio Opi nio11 .- D1t. 

JACO O I,. PAxso:-1.-- Assil!lS Porker, Pi11 k11cy nncl .Johnson .--lntor­

cs li111: Colo red Fnmily. 

E LfJAfI F. l 'ENNYPA.CKEU. 

(Born Elornnlh J\lo. (Nov.) :?llth, ISOJ .) 

Of t.he many hundreds of fugitives whom E lijah F. 
P enn ypacker a,;.c: istcd on their way Lo freedom, no record 
was ever kepi. .And of the hund red,; of incidents rela­
tive to their pal">'age thrnugh his hands, <L distinct recol­
JecLion of the c11 ti re circunistnnecs cu11ncctcd with one 
case apart from others was not >"O eugr:wcn upon I.he 
mind ns Lo be rclntcd wi th accuracy after the lapse of 
many yearo. The aid given to ench one of Lh is poor 
oppressed portion of the human fam ily, as they indi­
vjd ua,Jly a.ppJ icd fo r assistance, was I.he work of the 
moment promplecl by the spirit of benevolence, of rig ht, 
of justice, nnd was only fixed in memory as the con­
sciousness of n good act done leaves its impress upon Lite 
miud for time and for etern ity. 

Tho cau!'e which they almost nhrnys said induced 
them to seek freedom northward was the natural inborn 
love of liberty in connection with a sense of the tyranny 
and injust ice of the slave system. Ill treatment was 
ofttimes an excit ing cause. The trnflic in sla.ves be-
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Lween the Northern lave States and those bordering 
on the Gulf, was alwnys n terror to the slaves. They 
had n deep nnd intense horror of being "sold to go to 
Georgia," as they expressed it. If they saw a slnve­
t rn.der, or overheard some remarks which induced them 
to believe there was to be a sale, their only .,nfet.y was 
iu escnpe. This they effected by night, stnrtiug ou foot, 
or utk iug their master's horses and w11gon, and going as 
for as they could toward the North . tar by morning, 
t.heu !.urning the hor··cs loo e, sccret.ing themseh ·cs by 
clay and traYcling at. nigh t.. The 1rnrny expedient re­
sorted to by them for C."Cnpe, which they related to 
El ijah, ho bas remarked, would fill 11 Yolume. 

There was generall y nn inHux of fugit ives after the 
Christmas holidays. They took adrnntnge of the privi­
leges g iven them at that scasQll, many having pn~ -es 
given them by their ma ters to a ttem l meeting, or to 
visit some distant relatives, which !.hey u eel n · pa~ -
ports t.o freedom. 

Men frequent ly ~nicl tha.t if an at.tempt were to be 
made by !.heir ma !.ors to reclaim them it. would inYo lve 
a quest iou of " liberty or clenth." 

One st.nlwart mau who had liYed in that vicinity 
man y years went back to l\[arylnnd aJl:er the Em:111ci­
pation Act to visit the old " quarters," the a.bode of his 
early years. "While it was to him a. matter of special 
interest to view the old slave-buildin~, the fields where 
he ~wcl others had toiled under the nu tere connnnnd · 
of a dri ver, where weary bncks and limbs hnd nccom­
plishecl tasks under the daily crack of the whip, and 
where the soil had beeu. watered by tho tenrs of sorrow­
ing henrts whose children, par ents, companions or loved 
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ones had been sold and driven oft: they knew not where, 
he could not say wit,h 'Vood worth: 

" H ow dcnr to this hcnrt nrc the scenes o f m y childhoo1l 
' Vhc 11 fond recollection prcscnta ~hem to dew !" 

But now how marked Lhe change ! The prayers of 
the bondman and the prayers of Norlhern abolitionists 
had been answered. The quondam slaYe stood Lhere a 
free man, and a ll around were free. · 

The residence of E lijah F. P ennypacker was t,he 
most easLern sLation in Chester coun ty, and Lhe point, 
where t he t,h ree most, important routes converged. 0 11 0 
having its stadi ng point in York , Adams and other 
coun ties wesLward a long the line bordering on l\Iary­
lanJ and V irg inia, passing t.hrough Columbia, Lancas­
ter and lhe nor thern pa rL of Chc;;Lcr counLy; and 
another sta rting a long the line of D elaware and l\Iary­
laJld , pas:ing t hrough t!te middle of the county and 
j oining the fo rmer at .John Vickers, whence they pas. eel 
on as one by war of I<i111bcrton; and the thi rd start ing 
from the same point:s as lhc luLtcr a11Cl pal<:-;i 11g Lhrough 
K ennet a nd ~Wi llist11wn. 

From Elijah F. Pcnnninck~r's Lhe fugiLi,·ci· were ·cnt 
to P liiludelpltia, Norr islow11, Quakertown, Read ing nnd 
to va1·ious other sLaLions, as occasion demanded. They 
crossed the. chuylkill river into lVIoutgomery cou 11 Ly at 
different poiu l!;. • 'ome crossed t he bridge at Pliccni x­
villc, some at rauling's, and some in padd le c:moes at 
Port Providence. It ifl recalled to mind Lha t in 011 0 
year fo rty-Lhrcc were passed over wi thin a period of two 
months. 

From this the reader may form some idea of the 
amoun.t of business condncted at t h i: station, bearing in 
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mind howeycr, thnt a ll fi.1g itives were not pa~-ed along 
these three lines. Hundred were ent to the many 
branch . tations along in terlacing r outes, and hundreds 
of others were enL from " ' ilmington, 'olumbia, and 
. tntions westward direct to the New Englund. h1 tes and 
Canndn. 1\Iany of these pn~ eel through the hand of 
the Vig ilnnce. Committee connected with the anti­
sin very office in P hiladelphia. 

E lijah kep t, a large two-horse dearborn in which he 
Look loads of fu gitive: by da,y and by night. If they 
r eached his hou:c in the night, and there was urgency 
Lo prnccecl , they were taken on without dcla,y. In cnso 
t hey were taken in day-t ime, the women and children 
wer e plnced in t he rear end of the wagon, the children 
covered up, and the women disguised by wenring veils. 
·The men walked singly so as not to excite suspicion. 
They " ·ere sen ible that t heir !"ecuri ty from an e.st de­
pended upon their getting away fr om the 'lnYe tutcs 
a. fast as possible. 

One man nrrived nt Elijah P eunypacker 's, }ea ,·ing 
his wife behind in shwcry. He remained and worked 
unt il he had ncquircd sufficient mean s to obtain her ci·­
cape. Theil" r eunion took plnce at El ijah's. They then 
wen t to Canndn. They wrote back some time afterward 
stating t hat they were doing well, and ncquiTing pro­
perty. 

A remnr]rnbly kind, oblig ing and noble man , who 
had escaped from Maryland, arrived here and remained 
two years. He went to school two winters and made 
progress in learning. 'Vhen the Fugitive Slave Law 
WllS passed he went to Massachusetts. The climate n ot 
agreeing with h im, he became consumptive and died. 
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Just after the passage of the Fug itive , lave Law, 
tweh-e fugitives who had been re; iding lcmporarily in 
E lijah F. P ennypncker 's \·icinity, summa rily lcfl. H e 
Look a two-horse dcnrborn load of women and children to 
P hi ladelphi a nud lllC: men wa lked. F rom there Lhcy 
scattered in d ifforcnt directions, some to New York, 
some to 1\fussachusett.5 and some to Canada. 

One Lime when E lijah's mother was : liLying with her 
daughter, Catharine R incwalt, two fu gitives came Lltc rc 
and got, rcfrcsh111c11ls and went on. They folt they 
owned themsel ves and w11Uwd ofl' from their reputed 
master. 'oon nfl.cr Lhey left Lwo men came nnrl in­
qu ired for the111. H is mother Faid they were not Lhcrn, 
knowing at Lhe Fame t i111c they were not far nwny. 
After a little parl ey Fhc in\·iLed l he purs uers Lo .top 
long enough Lo ha,·c some collec and refreshments. 
They objected and wished to hu rTY on. , 'h e iosi -tctl 
with such fricndlin c.5:> and ho. pita l iL.~· that Lhcy eventu­
a lly Fa id: "\\Tell , madam, we arc hun~ry and will be 
glad of some coffee." Gifted wi Llr tlw power of being 
entertaining : he used it Lo good ath·:i11tage on t lr a.t oc­
casion in detaining the two men whil <' J ohn R incwalt, 
Catharine's husbaud, who car r ied on merchant rn il li11g 
at .Moore Hall nri ll, took the fug itives across Lhc river 
to a place of security. 

E lijah F. P enn ypacker owns and rc:; idcs 011 part of 
a large farm fo rmerly owned by his father in , 'chuy lki ll 
township, Chester county. H e wns born at the mansion 
p lace of that farm Eleven th mo. (November) 29th, 1804. 
His parents were both of German descen t, and in early 
married life were connected wi th the • 'ocicty of Men­
nonites. Later in lifo they connected t hemselves .with 
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the B apLi!'iL denomination, and were earnest and de­
voted member:; of that i::ect of Christian . They were 
both very exemplary w1d circum pect in their li fo; felt 
an interest in the temperance and :rnti-~la rnry moYe­
mcnts, n.n<l in the success of the ,,·orkino-s of the Under-

. 0 
g round Rnrl roncl. 

H is mother wns r cmar]rnble for wisdom and au in­
tu ition or insigh t into questions or movement. which 
!·~l ~t~ to the pr~cnt anrl th eir bearing upon the futu ro. 
Ib is 111 na.tc qual ity of mind wns Lrnnsm ittccl in a largo 
degree lo her . on. 

He was n mcrnher of the tate Legislature four i;es­
sion ·-that of 1831-2, 1832-3, 1834-5 aud 1835-6, was 
elected secretary of the Canal B oard, ccond mo. (F eb­
ruary) 1836, and co11t.inucd in that position till concl 
mo. 1838, when he was appointed by GoYcrnor Riluer, 
a. member of the C:1 11al B oa rd. 

In econd mo. 1 39, he retired from politi cal lifo, 
and soon thcrcnftc1· engaged hear tily in the anti-~]a\'ery 

ca use, and also in t he Temperance movement. His. 
mi nd was so constituted ns always to be dirnctecl toward 
reform. r Us fine or ganization was such as to sympa­
t hize with the suffering and the oppressed wherever 
fo und, or front whatever cause. His great 11nd sincere 
object in life was Lo strive by precep t and ex.ample t.o 
DJakc men p urer, wiser, better . 

"For m 1rnki11d nrc 0 11c i11 s p irit , nnc.l nn instinct bcnrs nlong 
R ou n d the e11rlh's e lectric c ircle th e swiO. Ons h of right or wrong: 
' Vlie t h e r COn8oious or u11conscious . yet Jiumnnit.y's vu.st frame, 
Through _its ocen11 s undered llbrcs feels the g ush of joy o r shnmc, 
ln tho gnm Or loss of o ne rnec nil the rest huYe cqunl c lnim." 

During his connexion with the nffairs of the State 
he was mu ch interested in its improvements by rnihoads 
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and canals, in a general system of education by com­
mon schools, t.he currency question and the protective 
system. And now, when the period of sevent.y-eight. 
cycles marks the point he has at.tained in the pathway 
of time, it is a sati fhction, while looking back t.hrourd1 
the vista of years to feel and know that all the public 
positions he held were voluntary oflerings-the gift of a 
people who acknowledged and appreciated his intelli­
gence, sinceri ty and marked probity. It was said of 
him by one who was intimate with his private and pub­
lic life, "that mentally and morally, as well as in phy­
sical stature, he stood head and shoulders above the mit­
jority of others." 

He has beeu twi ce married. His present wifo, Hau­
nn.h, is a daughter of Charles nod .Mary Corson Adam­
son. H is first wife, Sarah \V. Coat.cs, to whom he wns 
manied in the 'feJJth mo. 1831, descended fro m Moses 
Coates, one of the earliest settler:; in that vicinity, and 
who purchased a t.ract of one hundred aml fifty acres iu 
1731. Both his wives were in full sympalhy and ac­
cord with him in assisting fugitives, and both were mem­
bers of the • ocict.y of Friends. H e united himself with 
that religious organization about a yea r iifter his retire­
ment from political life. 

About two ycnrs aftet· his admission to membership 
he obeyed the :Dlast.er's cRll to the ministry. Being a 
radical and progressive thinker his communications re­
ceived the approbation of tho:e who un ited with him in 
the sincere and earnest support of every reform calcu­
lated to advance the welfare of humanity, while they 
were as heartily disapproved by those who were con­

tent with 

\ 

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD· 
2.13 

"TrcndinA" the pnlhs the ir s ires before the m t rod," 

and who looked upon reforms as heterodox innovations 
and fanatical errors. 

During the course of n. ·ermon one First-day (Sun-
. d " Iy day) morning, in Philadelphia in 18-!:8, he snt : 

mind hns been occupied witii the misdirection °1 _the 
human mind, by which man's veneration and devotion 
are excited town.rd organizations and com-entional ln.ws, 
rather than the truth of God in his own soul; and men 
a re led to tolerate and patronize legnliied and popular 
crimes, while they denounce iodividunl sins." H e then 
expatiated upon the evils of war, sliwery nnd in_tempe­
rancc. This wns too much for some of the taid and 
conservntive Friends, who would rnther let God remove 
these curses to humanity " in His own good way and 
time" than to bring the subject into the church and 
make themselves active agents in His hnn~ for the 
removal of those specified crimes. An uncas111c.ss wns 
manifest amODO" some of the Friends when one arose 
and requested him to take his sent. Another, speaking 
commendably of his remm·ks, and of his being a mem­
ber of that Quarterly Meeting, hoped he would be 
allowed to proceed without interruption. Another 
Friend "relieved his mind " by requesting the speaker 
to sit down and then in reli ""ious ncceot counselled 

' 0 
patience among the members, which advice, remarked 
the reporter, seemed very much needed on the "high 
seats." At this several members requested him to go 
on. A womun then fainted, a.nd amidst the confusion 
the meeting was broken up by some of the elders. . 

A correspondent of one of the papers in commenting 
upon this transaction said: " Thus, a. man universally 
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beloved and revered by those who know him, for his 
gentleness of spirit, his integri ty of chnrnctcr, benevo­
lence of he.'lrt, nnd soundness of mind; an il'rcpronch­
able member of that society, whose pu l'c lifo is an orna­
ment to his professson-was silenced in his own society. 
Had E lijah F. Pennypacker spoken thus in any poli ti­
cal, social, or religious meeting in P hamixvillc, (near 
which he resides), we believe he would hnvc been heal'([ 
with respect, for however men may <litter wi th him in 
opinion, they there know nnd esteem him too well to 
lay a finger upon those lips which always breathe bless­
ings and speak words of love." 

H e does not believe in mystifying relig ion, but in 
making it so plain and applic,'Lble to our every-day 
t ransactions in life that "he that runs " may compre­
hend its mean ing, its laws and it; requirement ·. H e 
recogn izes as a fundamental principle, that the whole 
un iverse of mincl and matter is go,·crued by fixed and 
immut.'Lblc law; that God is as immanent in a ..,.rain of 

!:> 

sand or the lower orclel'S of nature, as in the highest 
which is the mind of man: 

".Orcathcs in onr soul, informs onr mor!nl pnrt, 
J\ S full, n~ perfect , in n hnir as h cnrL" 

H e does not inculcate the belief that the divi nity of 
J esus was super-natural, but that his divini ty was natu-
1·al-thc gift of the Creator (diflhri ng in mensure) to 
every rational being-" the true Light wh ich l ightcth 
every man that cometh into the wol'ld :" or as Gcorrre 

!:> 
F ox succinctly termed it, "the Light within." 

H e has lived to see tl.rn national sin, slavery, which 
disturbed the fraternal relationship of the country, 
abolished; he maintains with wonted vigor hjs testi-
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mony again t the legi h1t i\·c sanction of liquors as a 
be\'erage; he is cl ·irous of promoting that policy be­
tween go\·ernments of ~ettling differences by arbitration 
instead of the : word, that the finer sensibili ties of mtrn 
may uot be blun ted, nor his fiery pn...c:sion. inflamed by 
scene of war and blood heel; that t.he loYe of the 
Father may uni te His children upon earth into the one 
g reat brotherhood of man , and that P ence may yet 
weasc her oliYc brn uch around e\·ery nation's sceptre. 

J O EPH l'. SCAHT.F.'l"l'. 

(Born Third Mo nlh l:ilh, JS'.! l.-Dic<l Se,·cn!lt )fon!h 14th, ISS2.) 

J oseph P. • cnrlett, Philadelphia, resided during the 
cad icr per iod of his life on the form of his mother, 
Elizabeth cal'lett, in R obinson township, Berks county, 
six miles from Morgan town on the Chester county line. 

As far back as 1838 shwcs wern sent to their plRCe, 
chictly by Jnmcs ' Villiams-" A bolition Jim"- of nds­
b ury, Chester county. " ' illiams gave them a paper 
containing the names Waynesburg, l\Iorgn ntow11, 
J oanna. Furnace, :u1d 'ca.rlctt's. Arriving at the latter 
place they were cnrccl for, nncl assisted on their w:iy to­
ward Canada. N o especial plan was taken to secrete 
them. Being so for from the Border Slaves States, t heir 
section was rnrcly visited by slavehuuters. 

F ugitives frequently hired with formers in the neigh­
borhood. One named ' Vnshington lived with Elizabeth 
Scal'lett a number of yc.'lrs. Yearn ing to see his wife 
and children aga.in, nnd if possible have them with him, 
he went back to his former home in Vfrginia, hoping to 
be able by some me.'lns to succeed in bringing them 
North: H e saw them, but before he could consummate 
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any plans for their escape he was captu red nnd sold to 
go , outh, nnd never saw his fam ily again . H e was kept 
at hard wo1·k and closely watched, but finally succeeded 
in getti ng nwny, and made n, safe journey to Daniel 
G ibbons. Alter resting a.while he proceeded on the bal­
an ce of his w:Ly to E lizabeth , 'carlctt's, lmv ing been ab­
sent abouL six years. H e was now becoming a11 old 
man, but was industrious nnd honest, and was g iven 
constnnt employment by the neighbor ing farmer:; among 
whom h e lived the remainder of hi · days. 

After J oseph P .. 'carlett moved into Lancaster coun ty 
he frequently gnve employment nud assistance to fugi­
t ives, but did not engage in the work ns a regular agent. 

H e wns living near Christiana at the time of the riot, 
in that place. His interest in the colorcrl people and 
t he excitement occasioned by the firing led him to the 
spot during the contesL to see what wns happening. A r­
ri vi Hg nL the pince where Di("kcr:on Gor. uch lay 
wounded, nncl seeing some of the co lored men who were 
frenzied by the fight pressing forwa rd with Yci:igcful 
spiri t to kill him, he placed him:elf between them nncl 
Gorsucl1, ancl advised them against taking his life. 
H aving grcnt re: pcct for , 'ca.rlctt and a wnrm nttach­
ment to him as their fr iend, they yielded to l1is moni­
tions and left Lhcir enemy in his protection. Yet, not­
withstanding he thus calmed Lhc fu ry of the ncgrocs in 
the intensest l1cat of their excitement, and saved the 
life of one of their antagonists whom they sought to de­
stroy, the very fact of his being. on ~he ground at the 
t ime of th e conflict and of his bemg a. well known 
abolitionist who would not under any circumstances as­
sist in arresting a fugitive and remanding him to 

1 

' 

I 

I 
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slayery, were sufficient g rounds for r ewarding his kind­
ness by nrrcst and imprisonment upon charge of aiding 
a nd abetting armed resi:;tance to the enforcement of the 
Fugitirn Jaye Act, con tituting as they alleged, High 
Treason nga inst the U nited tates. 

.Accordingly, a fow dnys after the r iot, a con tabulnry 
force of t\reh-e men cnme to his place at Cooperville, 
arrested him, nod with Castner Hanway, Elijah Lewi , 
a nd thirty-five ncgroes nrrested under same chnrge, he 
was cast into Moynmensing prison in Ph iladelphia, and 
confin ed there ninety-seven days. After the acqui ttal 
of Castner Hauwa.y, he and the oLhers were relea~ed 

wi thout a tria l, but were immediately taken to the jail 
at L ancaster to answer at the next term of court to the 
charge of r iot and murdc1·. H e was r eleased on bail. 
At t he opening of next court the jmy, as stated in the 
chapter on the hristiana tragedy, ignored the bills, and 
a ll were . et a t liberty. 

TJJO:\fA L E WIS. 

Tbe home of Thoma Lewis, Robinson township, 
Berks county, was one of the stopping places of the 
fugitive on h~s way to 'anadn, after leaving the border 
of Chester county. :Many were either brough t or sent 
by J oscph Haines, near Christiana, while many cnmc 
by wn.y of other stn.t ions. Some remained a few dnys to 
work and earn money. One, while sawing wood in the 
cellar, observed his master ride by. .A.s soon as he was 
out of sight the colored mnn len. 

Sln.ves came, showed papers, or gave some signs of 
r ecogni tion, were fed, cared for in whatever way wa 
necessary and passed on. A ll was done in such a quiet, 
smooth way that p ersons about the house seldom ob-

K 
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served any difference bet,ween them and other colored 
people. 

A party was brought there one very wet day by two 
colored men from J oseph Haines. A t dinner some 
curiosity was manifest as to their charncter and purpose. 
Seeing this th ey said they were moving and that the 

.. other pai·t went by way of another road. 
They certainly were m oving. 

TilO:>lf AS REA~D. 

(B orn Second :;l[outh , 1793.- Dicd N int h Month 23d. 185G.) 

In 1841, T homas Read lived in a retired place along 
the Schu ylkill, four miles west of Norristown. The 
fu O'itives he r ecei,·ed were chiefly men, who following 
di;.ect ions given them, came in the night. • 'ome were 
brought. H e sent many to J. l\I illcr l\IcKim, at th e 
anti-slavery office in Philadelphia, "\Villirun Still being 
generally the rccci,·ing agent. Others were sent in 
>arious d irections. , "ome remai ned and worked fo r him 
when required. 

A t one t,ime four came, three of' whom were hu·gc, 
intelligent you ng men, the other \ \':tl:l an old man who 
was maki1w hi:; second effort al e:::caj)C. His fir;:;t a t-

~ 

tempt was succc.;;sful, and he had enjoyed his freedom for 
some years, when be wa. betrayed hy a colored man and 
reclaimed b,- his master. These fo u1· men were, there­
fore, very s~spici ous of persons of their own color in 
the Nor th. They remained for some t ime and worked 
for Thomas Read ; but one day a colored man appeared 
who said he was a fu giti ve, and ·howed numerous scars, 
but from h is actions was suspected of being a spy. The 
four men th l'ctttened him with instant death if they dis­
covered h i:.: story was not t rue. H e left the nex t night, 

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD. 219 

but so frightened were the real fugiti,·c' tl:)at they were 
anx ious to leave the place. They were at once fo r­
warded fu rther North. 

A mulatto ca me and remained during the wintel'. 
Toward spring he became frightened at rumors that 
slavehuntcl'S were on · h i track, and he was anxious to 
make his way to Canada. H e was taken by Thomas 
Read to Phi ladelphia. 'l'hc day wa ,·cry cold, and he 
wo1·e hi coachman's OYcrcont of a peculiar light color. 
'When nea ring the cit:· he grew apprehen ive that the 
color of hi coat might identify him too easily, and he 
in i ted upon remoYing it and riding in hi shirt sleeYes, 
which he did, bc<Lring the cold without a murmur; be­
lieving that his nt '"e made the chances of detection Jess_ 
H e reached P hiladelp hi a safely, and wa for wa rded to 
more Nor thern agents. 

In 184 T homas R ead moved to K orristown, and the 
fugitives received there were mostly women and children. 
For years they were forwarded to Quakertown, but thi 
system was too laborious, t he distnnce bcinO' twent"-two 

0 · ' 
miles, and the driving to be done at night. T o change 
th is a few abolitionists organ ized to unite their efforts 
in securing money to fo rward fugiti,·es by night trains 
to the anti-slavery office in P hiladelphia. The prime 
movers in this were Rev. , 'amucl A arnn , D r. "\Vm. 
Corson, Isaac R ober ts, J ohn R oberts a nd others, whose 
names are not now recalled. The fugitive·· were housed 
by an old colored man named D:l.Iliel Ross. H e sta rted 
out "·ith his basket and gathered up clothes, money and 
provisions, provided by th is abolition organizat ion. H e 
" ·ns questioned at times by l\[ary R. R oberts, daughter 
of Thomas Read, whether or not all were fugitives; were 
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there not some imposters among so many? "Oh, no, 
ma'am," he replied, " I'd know dem ole Mar yland clo'es 
anywh ars ." 

After the passage of the Fugitive , lave L aw t,he 
determined members of the orgnnizatiun sLill persevered 
in their efforts to a id the fugitives to escape. Others 
faltered and knew not what to do. 

At an evening company where several of these falter­
ing ones were in attendance, two young sch ool g irls 
were present and listened to the conversation. T he 
thought occurred to them to test by actual experience 
the standing of those present. L eaving the room upon 
some pretext they shor tly after knock ed at the ki tchen 
door and closely disauiscd and muffled, said they were 

' b 
fug itives, and a: kcd fo r help. This b rough t the question 
home to the men present, " \V~uld they giYe a id ? " A 
long parley ensued, the g irls being 'left in the k itcheu. 
I t was finall y decided to take t hem to a neighboring 
h ouse and, as soon as a wagon could be procured, two 
of t he men volunteered to dri Ye them to Q uakertown. 
By this t ime the girls were so full of laugh ter at the 
success of their plan, that when pa!':;ing close to a ligh t 
th eir emotions ·were discovered to be other t han those of 
g rief and fright, and the disgui;:;e was detected. But 
t he j oke was so serious to some of the men that they 
could not laugh at i t. T he girls were severely repri­
manded ; yet a ll concerned were glad a t hear t that they 
had d iscovered how those present stood in regard to the 

F ug itive 'laYC L aw. 
A t a convent ion l1cld in t he old Court-house in Nor­

ristown shortly after t he enactment of that law, a com­
mit tee of prominent anti-slavery advocates was appoint-
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eel to circulate pet itions for ignature asking for a re­
peal of the law. Thomas R ead's daughter Iary wa 
appointed one of the committee. B eing young at the 
time, she though t she had but to present the petition , 
and names would will ingly be put thereto. B ut she was 
astonished at the almost uniYer:ml reception she met 
with. D oors were shut in her fa ce ns soon a she 
made known her desire. P eople insulted her, snubbed 
her, and would not tnlk with her on the subject. One 
minister, however, thought it his duly to talk wi th her, 
and pointed out the wrong she w11 doing ; " nay! she 
was committing a crime, for laws were made to be up­
help, and not to be opposed." His morality took the 
Jaw wi thout que tion, and he wanted her to do the 
same. N eecUess to say she dicl not. 

\Vhile this describes the gen eral public opinion, there 
were many benevolent individuals who had not courage 
to ex press their secret convictions, yet were will ing to 
aid the abolitionists by pecuniary cont ribut ions. J ohn 
A ugusta, an old colored resident of t hat place, and 
an important a ttache of the U nderground Rnih oncl said 
that many citizens came to him and remai·ked : " J ohn, 
I know you must be need ing considerable money to for­
war d passengers on yolU' road. When you need con­
tributions come to me, but do not let my name be men­
tioned as one contributing." 

N orristown firs t beca me a station of the U nderground 
Ra ilroad a.b 1Ut 1839, the year of the firs t meet ing of the 
Ant i-Slavery Society at that p lnce. T he number of fugi­
ti ves who passed t hrough there, nssisted by t hi>il· friends, 
increased from year to yea1·- as many as fifteen or twenty 
being occasionally concealed wi thin the town at one time, 
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A Yery strong and bitter an imosity ex isted there 
aga inst the abolitionist, especially in the enrly dnys of 
the anti-slavery agitation ; a nd fo r indiYiduals to nmk e 
any acth·e efforts in beha lf of fugitiYes wns to incur 
general denunciat ion aucl social o t rncism. :i\[al ig oan t 
threats were made, but never carried in to <>fleet. The 
furthest extent of a mob demonst ration was the stoning 
of the Baptist l\Ieeting H ou. e and the breaking up of 
an anti-slavery meeting which was being held there. 
This was the only lJUilcling in wh ich these meeting,; 
were held in the early part of the work in that town. 

In later times when public sentiment was g rowing 
strong in fasor of emancipation, very many, even 
amoug public officials, were hearty sympathi zer,; and 
silent helpers. The posit ions wh ich they held, depend­
ing upon public suffrage or popular fo.Yor, made it 
poli t ic for them Lo enj oin sccrcey when bestowing aid, 
and to make their sentiments kno11" 11 to but fow, even of 
the well known nod trusted abolitiuni:ls. 

DH. .JA(;OH L. l'.\ X:;Q).'. 

(Born .June lith, l >l l:!. ) 

J:'vs public sent iment in Xorri,;Lown was inimical tu 
the anLi-slaxery cause until the exigencies of the times 
and the acknowledged juF<t.nc..;s of universal liberty 
throughout the country made it popul ar, the harboring 
of fugitiYe.s in that place wa:< particularly hazardous. 
Yet among those who da red to do it, who was openly 
known to do it, aucl who built a secret apartment in bis 
house for that erpccia l purpose wh ich it was almost 
impossible to d isco,·er, was Dr. Jacob L. Paxsou. In­
de:peodent and fearless, he <lid his own thinking, ke:pt DR. JACOB L. PAXSON. 
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his own couusel, took hi · owu cow-se, nnd concenled, 
fed, and fonrnrded hundreds thnt eyen the a nti- laYery 
people knew nothing of. H e kept a horse nnd wagon, 
and took them himself to ' Yilliam Jackson, Quak er town, 
J onathan l\IcGiU, olebury, and \Villiam H. J oh nson, 
B ucking ham, a ll in Bucks county. H e enter tained 
aboli tion speake r:; after the passage of the pennl slaYe 
law , when t hey were r efused admittance to the hotels. 

One eYcning when Garrison, Burleigh and everal 
othe rs were at his p ince, Samuel Jami on who owned n. 
large manufoctul' ing establishment adjoining, came in 
and informed him of a conversation he had ju t over­
hea1·d in a small assemblage of men, conceruing a plot 
which was being la id to burn his house if he did not 
d ismi his guests. 

"Tell them to burn it," said Paxson," and catter the 
a:;hes to the four winds : I'm a free man." 

A few day:; nfter the Christiana riot, Parker, Pinkney 
and J ohnson, an account crt' whom is giYen in the de­
scription of the t rngccly, and the na rrat ive of Isaac and 
D inah l\Icndcnlwll, came on foot in the nig ht to N orris­
town, accompanied by another person whose name is 
not known. Dr. ·William Corson announced t heir 
anival to J ohn Aug usta. The fo ur men were concealed 
in a lot of shav ings under a carpenter shop which stood 
three feet above ground on Church street, near A iry . 
Ther e they remained four days, and were fed with food 
passed to them upon an oven-peal_ across a four-foot 
alley from a fra me hou c in which Samuel Lewis, n 
colored man, li ved .• During this t ime the U ni ted tates 
l\Iarshal's detectives we1·e watching every part of the 
town. On the fo urth day a meeting was held by a 
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few trusted friends in the office of Lawrence E . 
Corson,. E sq., to devise means for their escape. Dr. 
Paxson proposed engaging fi ve wagons fo r that cv<'n­
ing, four to be sent in dHfcrcnt d irection as de­
coys to lead off the vigilant detectives. The plu11 
was adopted, and the wagons and teams were cngag~d 
of Jacob B odey, whose sympathies were known to b~ 111 
favor of fugiti\·es. But he would accept no pay, say rng 
he would do so much as his share. The first was · cu t 
up the turnpike road and shor tly after , the second .was 
sent down that road; another was sent ncr oss the bndgc 
toward " rest Chester, and t he fo urth out the 'tate road 
toward D owningtown. The attent ion of the alert offi­
cers being now attracted in these rlircctions, tl~ e men 
after having shaved, and ot herwise changed t he ir per­
sonal appearance, walked from the ca rpenter shop to. 
Chestnut street and down Chestnu t to the house of 
William L ewis, co lored, where the fifth wagon which 
was to go directly throug h t he town and up the Mill 
creek r oad was waiting fo r t hem. 

Dr. Paxson was t here al,:o, and saw the rncn with 
William Lewis, colored, as their driver s tart safely for 
Quakertown. L ewis " ·as a little t rcmulous:wi th foar nt 
the perilous undertaking, which, " ·ith the haste, some­
what confused him at the sta rt. On the road he be­
came bewildered, and went scYera l miles out of the wny, 
which gase Parker t he i111prc:;sion that he was part ly 
intoxicated-a condition in which L ew is nc\·er was 
known to be. F rom Quakertown they journeyed to 
Canada, traveling part of the " ·uy on foot and par t by 

public cmwcyance. 
On the following day the U nited S tates Marshal was 
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informed that they had left Norri town and were out of 
his reach. Officc~·s were ut once despatched to Quaker­
town, but the Underground Railroad there disappea red 
from thciT view, and its pa~"engers could be tracked no 
fur ther. 

A t the close of the war, J uclge myser, of N orriE­
town , was returning on a. t ra in from Philadelphia, and 
sceincr Dr. Pax on in the same car called out to him, 

0 

"Pnx:son, is that you? I \YHS at nn entertain ment last 
nigh t, and some of the party saidlwasasgrenta rndical 
as you arc. I repl ied,• I thank God that I am!' But," 
he con tinued, "there was a time when, hnd you been 
con,·icted under t he Fug itiYc l:we Law, I would }iaye 

giYcn you the exten t of t he penalty; for .r looked upon 
you as one of the most dangerous men Ill the commu­
ni ty, on account of your utter disregard for that law." 

Ou Dr. Paxson's r ettu·n home one afternoon in 1 46 
he saw on his back porch a Yery black, gray-haired 
woman, about sixty years of age ; also a mulatto womru1 
about thirty, and a small, very fair child, with fl nxeu 
bnir, of about six: or seven summers. Tho old woman 
was conversing wi th Parker Pilsbu ry. H er cultivated 
thought and remark:ible gift of language excited tlieir 
interest and attention. On qucstioniug her they found 
that she, her daughter and granddaug hter, were all slave.::. 
Paxson interrogated her r elntive to their escape. She 
stltted that they had traveled th roug h l\Inrylnnd on foot 
by nigh t, and during the <lay they crawled under corn­
shQcks or hid under lea yes in the woods; their principal 
food being roots and corn for many days. H e sajd to 
h er , "Did you n ot know that you were running a gr eat 
risk of being caught and taken back , tor tured wi th tl:e 

K* 
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lash and sold upon the auction block, and separated from 
your child and grandchild?" 

She answered "Yes," and the tears rolled clown her 
checks; "but I believed that Goel would help those who 
tried to help themselves ; and with confidence i11 that 
power I started out, and it has brought me here. And 
may God be praised!" 

"Now tell me," said Paxson, " what induced you to 
make th is effort." 

R ising to her feet, and turning deli berately tomtrd 
her child, with utterance choked by emotion, she ·a id, 
", 'ec you not, ma.rkecl upon her feature!, my own pol­
lution that the whlte man has stamped there! See you 
uot upon this grandch ild, with its flaxen ha ir and florid 
face the pollution of a fi endish natu re oYcr her ! It was 
to save that grandchild from the terri ble pollution which 
sla\·ery sways over all whom it dare call a s]aye; it was 
to saYe that fa ir and beau tifu L creature fro m a 1 ifo of 
shame that I darnd, and have accompl ished what I d id; 
and there :;hall eyer go forth from my inncrn10st nature 
a feeling of gratitude that I have her thus spared." 

Dr. PaxFon is now residing iu Philadelp hia. 'Wi th an 
actiYe temperament, a good constitution and good health, 
be posFCf;SCS mentally and physically the vigor and 
elasticity of' his early manhood, when he displayed 
earncstne:<s of purpose and determination of will to dare 
and do for lhc right. 

CHAPTER X I\ . 
Joimru SlllTU.-Jnc idcnL in Cnn ndn.-:\la rringc nnd Dc11th.-OLl\'CI< 

F u nis1b5.- Jo11 x N. nussi:1.L.- T11ol1As OAnnETT.-l ns pirntion.­
l\Jnrr ingc.-Arrcs tc d 11 11d Fincd.-Prospcrcd Aficrwnrcl.-Hcwnnl 
Offcrcd.-Plnn of :\[11nagcmcnt.-\\'omnn E,;cnpcJ in "ifo's Clo th­

ing.-D cnth.-.Jncou l ,1:soLEY. -Enrlics L W orkc r. - Denlh.-LE\'I 

.B. WAno.-Kidnnpping.-JA~H:.~ ?\. TAY1.011.--Assis ted P nrkcr, 

Pinkney 1111d Johnso n . 

.l O~EPII SMYTH. 

(Born Fourt h i\[0 11t h lGlh, lSOl.- Dicd Sc,·c11t h '.llo 11th lllt li. l8i&) 

Among the first fugitives thn t cam.c to J oseph 
Smith's, Drumore township, Lunca tcr county, wa one 
fromJ\IaryJnud, in J une, 1 44. It wns curly in the morn­
ing. T he mnn was without hat or shoes. Hi · appcn r­
ancc suggested thal. something was wrong. J o cph's nuti­
slavcry pr inciples were known ; nnd 11 the men whom 
he had working for him were then nt brcakfn t, and 
were opposed to interfering with slavery, allhough they 
were members of the 'ociety of F riend " ho ordered the 
man to be kept out of sight until he could have the op­
portunity to question him. 

The fugit ive stated where he wus from, and, using his 
expre8Sion, said, " his master was h- 1." H e wns foci 
and concealed dur ing the day, and at nigh!. wns sent in 
care of one of J oseph's colored men to T homas \ Vhi t­
son, " ·ho sent him on the fol lowing night to L indley 
Coates ; from there he was safely sent from friend Lo 
friend until he reached Cannda. 

Aft.er this, many came aud were forwarded to other 
agent.'3, and his house bec.:'lme widely known as one of 
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the importan t s tations on this long line of night ly travel 
wi t h its many b ranches like arms of beneficence ex­
tended to the hun ted s la ve to aid him on his way from 
a la nd of bondage, Lo seek freedom within t he A merican 
doma in of Eng land's Q ueen. 

The la rgest number that came at one Lime wa. t hir ­
teen-a ll from Vi rg inia . On being ask ed where they 
fi rsL heard of J o,,eph • mith , t hey replied, " D own where 
we come from. T hey d on't li ke you down t here. T hey 
cal l you a n abolition i ·t." 

"And was Lhat Lhe reason you t ried to get here?" 
" Yes, sir, it was. ' Ve k now'd you'd help us on to 

Ca nada where we'd be free." 
They were asked how long t hey were plnnning their 

escape, nnd sa id " o:everal weeks, a nd we' ve been j ust. 
three ,reeks getting here'. \\Tc were a fra id of being 
caug ht and ta ken back, and e,·cry little noi:e sca red us . 
But we were dete rmined lo he free. ·w e trnvelcd only 
a t night, rllld in day time we lay in swamps where the 
t hi t kets wer f\ a lmost as dark a · nig ht it ell'. There were 
plenty of t.hem in V irg inia, but we didn' t find any in 
M ary la nd. Someti mes we \\·ere two or t hree d ays with­
out anything to ea t." One of t his number mls a lad of 
four teen . 

l\Iany of t he farmers in Dru more tow nship went to 
Baltimore market \Vit h load,; of p roduce, taking with 
tli cm the ir colored cl ri vers. Th e slaves sough t oppor tunity 
to ta lk with the::e teamster.; aud to ask them many 
q uest ion:;, as to where t hey came from, whom they 
li ved " -ith, and what ki nd of wor k they d id, how they 
were trea ted, etc., etc. These colored teamsters gave 
them all the inforn 1ntio11 they could, which was Jiber-
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ally conveyed to oth ers, and especially to the slaves who 
accompanied their masters from the planting states to 
Baltimore on business. These would tell it to other 
s laves on their return South, and ay " if they could 
only get to J oseph mith's in P ennsylrnnia he would 
help thPm on to a land of freedom." This stimulated 
their inborn lo,·c of l iber ty to dcd sing plans by which 
to reach • mith"s, and from there be n~"' i ted to where no 
task-ma ter should exact from their weary limbs the 
da ily requirements of uncompcn:::ated toil. And so suc­
ces.<::ful wns Lhe mnnngement of this station tlrn t all who 
r eached it were prtf'Sed on safely townrd Lhe goal of 
thci r desires. 

A n old colored man living nenr Bal timore who was 
acq uainted wi th J oseph S mith, gave passengers a, sta rt. 
at tha t end of t.he road by piloting them to another 
colored man near the Susquehanna. Th is man would 
go in t he night, sec them rtcross the river , a11d direct 
them to the house of I saac ·wa ters, liv ing nen r P each 
B ottom F erry, Y ork county, and then return before 
morning. \ Vaters would then take them to Smith 's. 
H ere they were concealed in the back part of a da rk 
apnr tment in the bam ent irely underg round, and ,·ictunls 
ca rried to them while they remained. 

·w hile J oseph bad many pro-slavery opponents , yet 
none, he believed, informed on him-at least they gaYe 
hi m no trouble. One of them, while at the ferry, on his 
return from Y ork county, observed some men waiting, 
'"hom he ascer tained were sJayeholdcrs coming into 
Lancas.ter county in search of slaves. T hinking if there 
were any fug itives in that neighborhood they would 
most likely be at S mith's, he sent him word that these 

• 
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men were" hunting their nigge1·s, and might g ive him 
t rouble." The act of warning him was certainly kind, 
even if the language was uncouth. The notice, however, 
did not a larm him, as no slaves were then about his 
premises. His only feurs were t hat some mig ht come at 
that time. The following 111orniJ1g fou r men were seen 
coming up the road toward the house ; t hey looked 
steadfastly at it, but passed by. During four days they 
were ob. erved to pass f1·equently along the road. On 
that fou r th nigh t the family kept watch and saw them 
several t imes lying in wait around the house, evidently 
determined not only to foil any effort cl:mdest inely to 
a id fu gitives in c8caping, but to prosecute those who 
attempted it. I t was subsequently ascer tained thaL Lhcsc 
were the four men whom . 'mith \\'US apprised of; and 
that the slaves they were in search of had noL left t he 
p lantn.tion when thcy slarled in pu rsui t of them. L earn­
ing the course their masters look, t hey left in auother 
dfrection, crossed the river aL a Jo,rer ferry, nucl made 
an easy and safo t ransit to Lhcir prospective hornes of 
freedom. 

Smith's house was never searched, except once. At 
that time some _hunters d rove up under pretence of 
looking for stray horses. AfLer a shor t com·enmtion 
they arrogantly demanded of him to " bring ou t his 
niggers." H e replied that he had none. U rnrill i11g to 
accept bis word as trnth, they proceeded, without per­
mission or ceremony, to search tho house. T hi s wns 
peremp torily refused them, unless it be done legally. 
'¥"hereupon some of the ruen went to a Justice of the 
Peace to procure a warrnnt, while others were : tationed 
to guard the house. Afte r tho wnrrant arri ved a search 
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was instituted, J oseph's daughter, Rachel, accompany­
ing them. B ut n o " niggers" were found. Two weeks 
after, the family lea rued from a. friend of t hei1 ~ t hat he 
had taken that party of negr oes to Lindley Coates, and 
by tha t time they were out of the r ea ch of s larnry. The 
hunters had missed the t ra il. · 

The last s]ayes who came to J oseph Smith's were a 
woman and her two child ren. H er ma ter had once been 
in affluen t ci rcnmstances, bu t was now yery much r educed 
in his possession . His next 1110,·e to rniso fund wn · to 
sell this woman and her children. His son, a young 
man of tender foclings fo r others, felt it an Hct ofcrnelty 
to sell her aud her children who were entwined wi thin 
her aAections, and thus to thrust them out upon the 
uncertainty of hav ing a. good or a. bad master told her 
of the decision of bis father and ad vised her to go away . 
He and his wife were acquain ted with J oseph Smith 
aud fam ily, and had visited them and otlters in the 
neighborhood. H e d irected them there, nying that he 
would be chosen to go on the hunt of t hem, and he 
would be sure not to go to that place. 

T hey were ta ken to Smith's in the night. During tl1e 
day she said in a. pathet ic tone that " she did pity her 
young Missus, for she didu't know how to do any work, 
and she did wonder ho\r they would get along without 
any one to help them." 

In October, 1859, ,Josep h's daugh ter Rachel visited 
N iagara Falls, and registered at the Cataract House. 
The head waiter, John lVIorri5on seeino- her name nnd 

• ' b 
res1_dence upon the book, appr oached her one da.y and 
poli tely made apology fo r intruding himself ; but sRjd 
he would like to ask if she knew a man named Joseph , 
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Smith in P ennsylvania. • he replied thnt he was her 
father. H e continued, " I would like to tell you abou t 
the poor fug itiYed I fen y acro=-s the r iver. J\f any of Lhem 
tell me the that first place they came lo in P enn;;:y l­
vania was ,Joseph . 'mith's. I frequently sec t hem when 
I visit my parenls at Lundy's Lnnc. l\[a ny of them 
have nice li ttle homes and a rc doing well." H e fe rried 
!'Orne across the river during two of the nighls he wns 

there. 
J oseph Smith was a member of lhc • ocicty of 

F riends. He was horn near L ondon G ro,·c l\Icetiug 
IIouse, Chester coun ty, Fourth mo. (.April) 15th , l 01; 
r emoYecl to Drnmore, Lanen ter count.y, Third mo. 
( i\farch), l e 18; wa!" married to Tacy• '.hocn~akcr, K inth 
mo. (• eptember) 17th, lf-1:2:); and d ied Seycnt h 111 0 . 

(Ju ly) 19th, 187• . 

( Born near <.:h ndcl '!< Ford, ChC'" l••r '"'unty, Pn. , FirRl m o: 1 llh , 179-1.­
Dicd in Li llie Britain Tow1>~hip, l.nncustcr county, l·.lt•\"(•1>t h m o. 

19t h. IS.58.) 

Oliver Furnic;s, of Lit.lie Britain, assisted in a quiet 
way all fugitiYe." who C':tlllC to hi m. I t ~ras a eu ~0 111 

with himself and fam ily to ask them but few qucsl1on: 
about where they came from. They were a lways re­
ceived wa rmly and kindly by him as hu111an beings 
whose · misfor tunes, to be horn and owned ns sla...-cs 
claimed his sympathy. H e was kn own as the "f'up;i­
ti ves' fr iend," and they often expressed tlwrn,:el YCS as 
"feeling safe in his hand;;:." The neighbors were not 

generally disposeJ to in tcrf~re 1~uch with th.c c.:o.lo~·ed 
people, or to throw obstrn<.:twus 111 the way of m=s1stmg 
fugitives to frcedorn. If any who appeared to ~e 
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strangers in the neighborhood inqu ired for wo~k, or fo r 
persous friendly to colored people, they were directed 
t.o ·hi place. Frnm t here they were sent on difforcnt 
routes t hroug h Lan(!}1ster and hcster counties. . 

A. the family were always reticen t upon the subject. 
of the aid whi ch they contributed no remini~ccnces of 
indi vidual cases, or t he amount ~f work done, us ide 
frnm the general labor which nil performed, has been 
gleaned. Theirs were good works quietly accom­
plished. 

.J O llX x. nn;; F.J.L. 

( IS0-1- 187G.) 

J ohn Neal Russell , of Drnmore, Lancaster county, 
received fug it ives from di fferen t point, and forwarded 
the greater number to H enry Bush ong, about n ine miles 
distant. H is pince wns well known throughout Lancas­
ter and the adjacen t count ies as one of t he regular and 
prominent stations on the slaves' route toward the 
North Star. 1\Inny intcre ting incident could be rela ted, 
and some of them full ofromanec. 

During the heigh t of the T orrey c:ui1pnig n, when 
Cha rles T. TorrC)' wn. makinrr his adventurous and 

. 0 

precipitate excursions iuto the ver y heart of the slave 
tntcs gatherin a up l a r•~c numbers of sl::i.ves who wished 

' 0 0 
to be free, and conducting thom nor thward, a company 
of twc11ty-two was broug ht to John N. Russell about 
t welve o'clock one night by amuel Bond, a thick-set, 
heavy, stout l)IUlatto, who frequently piloted the ebon­
hued travelers i11 their nigh tly peregrinations tow~rd 
an a.biding place of freedom. H e threw a. pebble agamst 
the window of the sleeping r oom occupied by J ohn and 
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his wife. The signal wa · understood, t,hc window raised, 
and "Sam" spoke with hi peculiar guttural sound of 
\·oice, "Please come down quick ; J got a "·hole fi eld 
full of 'em." They were taken into the itting-room 
and a la rge tab le of substantial food was soon set, for 
them in the ki tchen. They ~at down to it, and one of 
their number, a rnry black but intelligent mnu a;;kccl 
a ble...c::sing with trplifted hands. He seemed to he the 
leading spiri t among them, and said that he was a budy­
servant of Dr. Garrett, of .Washi ngton ; t lmt the Doctor 
was a kind master, and had often promised him he ·hou Id 
be free; but somehow he always forgot it. It went 
hard with him, he sa id, to leaYe" massa" and "mis. u;;,'' 
but when his fr iends wh o were not so well treated, were 
going away, he could not slay behind. \Vh ilc he was a 
fine specimen of :L wcll-brctl negro, the otlwr:; pre­
sented qu ite it diflerc11t appcarnncc-coar,:t'. dqjcctccl 
and ignorant, and were l'YidenLl_r licld-hamk , 'upper 
over, they tumbled tl1 e111~l'h·c:; in to a fou r-hor,:c covered 
farm wagon, and were d ri Ycn tu H enry Bu,:hong's house. 

The editor:; of this work have received fro111 Slater B. 
Russell, E sq., of \Vest Chc,:tcr, Pa., t,hc fol lowing inter­
esting reminiscences: ":\Ty father, lhc late .John Kcal 
Russell , wa.- horn of q ,uakcr parents in Hranclywinc 
Hundred, Dela.wa re, on the third day of .fol)', 180-J., 
and died in Drumore townsh ip, Lanca::;lcr county, 
P ennsylrnnia, December 23d, 1876. H e wa,: quilc a 
small ch ild when tbc falllily mo\·cd lo Lancaster county. 
They bought and setiled on a large form in the valley 
of the Conowingo in Drumore townsh ip, at a point 
about eight miles from lite Delaware line. 

The proximity to the slaYe border afforded 111y father, 

_ I_ 
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while yet a sma ll boy, a good ins ight into the workings 
of sla\·cry. \ Vhcn he was about ten yenrs Of age, a. 
light colored woman, the mother of t wo mall childi·en, 
was b1ken qu ite near his father's house in broad day­
light, tied, gagged, thrown into a wagon and, amid the 
cries of the little ones, hurried off ncro.:: the border. 
•'he was sold into Georgia, trnd the children grew up in 
my grandfather ' fam ily. 

This incident, in particular, ·cems to lrn\·e stirred the 
boy'· na ture to it· depths. He became the champion 
and fri end of the fleeing slnvc from thnt hour and r e­
mnincd so till ]a,·ery was abolished. H e was fearless 
and resolute, not to say rash. I often look back in 
wonder at the spirit of defiau ce he manifested toward 
his pro-slavery antagonists on both sides of the border. 
It mu t ha,·c been that his \'Cry boldness was his safc-

gunrd. * * * 
My father 's hou ·c sheltered most of the prominent 

abolitionists of the land. Ganison, the Burleighs, 
T homas Earle, Lucretia Mott, Daniel G ibbon , J. :Miller 
l\CcKim, Thomas \Vhi tson, Lucy Stone, Robert Collyer 
and many others. I was just nt an age to enjoy their 
rnrc company, nnd what n coterie of noble spir it 
they were! How can we reverence them enough ? 
* * * I have a particularly distinct r ecollec­
tion of T homas Earle; I r emember be was a man to take 
notice of it boy of twel vc or fifteen. 'Vhat mo t im­
pressed me in him was his exceeding mildness-a gentle 
ns a woman was he. H e dressed well, too, I remember , 
and wn ·tall and elegimt looking. * * * 

There is another chai-acter I will describe Lo you, who 
lived in Southern Lancaster county, J oseph C. Taylor . 

• 
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* * * H e was a young farmer. O ne June morning 
some one r attled and shook his door furi ous ly, at the 
same time setting up an unearthly yell that caused him 
to put his head out of t he ,,·indow in shor t order. The 
cause of t he noise wa t hat a colored g irl had been kid­
napped nea r by, and tha t t he kidnappers were mu k ing off 
wi th he r in a co\·ercd wagon at break-neck speed towa rd 
tlie l\Iaryland line, about three miles distant. In less 
time than it cun be told, Taylor wns mounted on the bare 
back of a plow-horse that had onl y n "blind " bridle, 
and, hatless a nd bootless, away he went. H e had t ime 
to think, going a long, and he th ough t how foolish 
wou ld be his j ourney wi thout arms. Just then he 
came to .Tacob Kirk's store. The clerk wns tnking 
down the .-hu ttcrs. " F or God's sake, giYc me a 
g un," said Taylor. There happened to be one in the 
s tore whi ch he took and nway. H i: f'tcrcl was too fl eet 
fo r t he l\farylnndcr:;. H e oyertook the111, with in , I 
thin k, about one hundred yards of the line. Riding 
around the wagon, he wheeled in the roacl, ai111cd his 
old fowling piece at t he driver 's head in a way that 
seemed to " menu business," noel bro11gh t the horses to 
their lmunehe:> as he excla imed: "1-;t ir a nother foot 
and I 'll blow your brains out !" A p11rt of the sequel 
is t ha t he marched the party back to 11 nwg istrate's 
office, had t he g irl d ischa rged and the kid nappers put 
in j a il. That is nut t he best part of t he sequel, how­
ever; that remains to he told. The old " tin had n' t t he 

0 

ghost of a load in it! Taylor didn't know this, neither 
did t he kidnappers, of course, but the old 1run not 

0 

loaded served its pu rpose j ust as well a:; t hough it had 

been. * * * 

' r 

{ 
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Thomas Garrett, atp uncompromis ing ad \·ocatc of the 
emnnci pntion and edu cation of the colored race, wns 
born in Upper Darby, D elawa re coun ty, P eunsylnrnia, 
on Eighth mo. 21st, 1789; he was a sou of Thoma~ and 
Snrah Garrctt. l 

A member of the . ociety of Friend::;, he held to that 
foith which i~ one of their card ina l principles, that '.I Od 

moves and irn;pi rcs men to fu lfill the work which R e re­
quires at their hands ; from th i · cou\"iction he never 
swerved, no maLter what labor it cost, nor what Yicissi­
tudcs nud Lrial might beset him. His motto wa 
"Alw~tys do r ight at the t ime irrcspecti,·e of couse­
q uenc,es." 
["l:fe wns married twice. His firs t wife wa Mary 'hnrp­
less, of Birmingham, 'hester county, P cnusykanin, wh o 
d ied at \ Vi lming ton, D ela ware, • eventh mo. 13th, 1 27 ; 
It is second; Rachel l\Iendeulrnll, wh o died Fourth mo. 
20th, 1868. H esurvi\·ed them botD Whil t yet lh·iug 
at his father's house, on h is return from n brief ab ence 
from home, he found t he women in grcnt distres~, two 
meu having k idnttpped a colored woman in tho employ 
of t he family, and removed he r in a wagon; mounting 
a horse, he followed them rapid ly by menn of a mark 
left by a b roken tire. T hey went to the N rw y Y ru·d, 
P hiladelphia, and thence to K ensington, whe re he saw 
t he wagon. T he men were in the bnr-room- tho '"omnn 
was in the kitchen and was tu.ken home with him. 

It was during this r ide, while meditntiug upon the 
wrongs and oppressions of the colored race in bonds, 
that he fel t the call to aid them in throwing off the 
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yok e of slavery, as his special mis. ion in life. H e de­
voted himself there after fearlessly and fai thfu lly to this 
work. 

\l!e_removed to \ Vilmington, D el., in 1 22 ... 
1"!f"is a remarkable fact that, while living in a slaxe 
~ 

state, and in the largest city in that tate, wi th n. popu-
lat ion h ostile to aboli tionists, and his house frequen tly 
under the rigid surveillance of police, that of the near­
ly Lwenty-nine hundred fugitives who pas eel through his 
h ands, nol one wa.s euer recapliwedJwi th the except ion of 
a man who had Ji,·ed some years in Canada and re­
turned to \ Vilmington to preach. Remaining there some 
t ime, he was seized and returned to bondage. 
fHc would never directly nor indirectly en tice n. slave 

tb leave h is master, but when one applied to him for 
aid in escaping from bondage, he never refused assist­
ance, let the conseq ucnccs bewhat they m iglt t. 

Open assistance gi,·cn at one ti111c invoh·cd him in a 
law suit, an accou11t of which we cxlract from \Yilliam 
'till's" -nderground Rai lroad." 

" H e met at K cw Ca · ~ l e a man , woman and six chil­
dren, from down on the Eastern . 'horc of :Mar yland. 
The man was free, the woman had been a slave, and 
whilst in slavery Imel had, by her husba nd, two chil­
dren ; she was then set free and aflenrnr<l. Imel four 
children. T he whole par ty r an :twa.y. T hey tra veled 
several days and finally reached Middletown, Del., late 
at night, where they were taken in and cared fo r by 
J ohn Hunn, a wealthy Quaker. T hey "·ere watched 
by some persons in lhat section, who followed them to 
.r ew Castle, a rrested them and sent them to jail. The 
sher iff and his daughter were anti -slavery people and 

\ 
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wrote to .i\Ir. Garrett, wh o went over nnd h ad an inter­
view; after find ing that four of the pnrty were undoubt­
edly free, he returned to \ Vil mington a nd, on the fol­
lowing day, he nnd -nited 'tatc,;, cnator \\-:-tlcs went 
Lo X ew a tic and had the })fi rty ta ken before .J udo-e 

- b 

Booth, on a writ of habea.s corpus. J udge Booth decided 
thn.t there \\"ll no evidence on which to hold them and 
thnt, in the absence of e\·idencc, the presumption was al­
ways infm1or of freedom, a nd d i chnrged them. 

:Mr. Garrett then !':lid, cc Here is this woman with a 
ba be at her breast, and the child suflcring from white 
: welling on its leg; is there any impropriety in my get­
ting i t carriage and help ing them o\·er to \V ilmington ?" 
.Judge B ooth re ·ponded, cc ce1t aiuly not." )Ir. Tfl rrett 
then hired the ca rriage, but g:we the cl riyer di tinctly 
to u11derstnnd that he only paid for t,bc womnn and 
the young chi ld.rnn ; the rest might walk ; tliey a ll got 
iu, however, and finall y escaped ; of cour e the t wo 
children born in slavery a mong tho re t. 

Six weeks afterward·· the s laYeholders followed them 
' nnd incited, it i said , by I.he Coch ran · and James A. 

B aya rd, commenced n. ui t :-tgain t 1\Ir. Ga rrett, claiming 
nil the fugit iYcs as slaves. :i\fr. Garrett':; friends claim 
that the .i u ry was pncked to secure :-t n n<l verse yerdict. 
T he t rial ca me before Chief Justice Taney nud Judge 
Hall in thenfay term, (18-l ) of the n ited ta tes Court 
. . N C s1ttmg at .r ew nstle, Bayard representing the pro ecu-

t ion, \Va le!· th e defendant. There were four trials in 
a ll, ~asti~g thr~e da)jJ we . lu~ve not room here for t.he 
details of the trrnl.fbut the JUnes awarded ey~n heay1er 
dama.gcs than the pfoint iffu claimed and the Judgments 
swept away every dolltu· of h is proper ty. " 
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The amount taken was about $8,000-nll he wn 
worth, but h is spi rits were not in the lea t nnectcd ; nnd 
after sentence, he arose in open cour t and . nid, " "ow, 
J udge, I do not think that I h:wc alway· done my cluty, 
being tearfu l of losing what little I posse.-;i'ed; but now 
that you have relieved me, I will go home and put nn­
other story on my hou. e, so that I can nccommodnte 
morn of God's poor." Then turning to the large crowd 
in the cour t-room he addressed them. He was listened 
to throughou.t with the closest attention. • 'ometimes 
profound silence prevailed. omctimes his bold asser­
t ions were applauded, while some who felt the keenness 
of his remarks tried to rel ieve their feelings by hissing . 

But those who prosecuted him, were so impressed 
with his candor and honesty that one of them came 
forward and . hook him by the hnn<l, a:.;ked his fo rgivc­
ne,;s aud desired hi:; friendshi p, which was fully promised 
on condition of the per,.:on's "cea ·in~ tu he u11 advocate 
of the iniqui tou.: sy.tem of sJa,·cry." 

His houscholcl goods, along with hi: other property, 
were sold, but were pu rchased by hi :; friends and were 
used by him un til he was able to pay for them. 

Ile was al that t ime keeping an iron store and conl 
yard. His fri ends rnlunteerecl all the means needed to 
continue the busine;;;s, and even more than he requi red ; 
they saw his faith, honesty and boldne::;s put through a 
severe test in the crucible of a, 'outltcrn court, and thnt 
these came out pure as gold. 

H e was then :;ix Ly years of age, hut he npplicd him­
self assiduou ·ly to uusiness, whi ch rnstly increased; 
he put the additional story on his house, a · he promised 
the J udge ; fugitives came to him in greater nu mbers, 

t _ 
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for bis name became more known in the outhern tates 
than ever before; he aided all who came at the same 
time cont ributing to the r ?liet of other 8

1

uffering poor, 

~ 
regardless of color, and mth all these act of charity, 
he was enabled to repay all who had loaned him money, 
aQ_d amassed a competen ce within a few years. 

. Chari table friends i.n England had long assisted him 
with funds for the relief of the slaYe, and of later time 
they furnished more than he could nch·antaaeou ly u e 
in th~ cause. This exc~s he returned to th: m. 

In an obituary it is said of him that he seemed 
scar cely to know what fea r was, and although irate slave­
holders often called on him to know the whereabouts of 
their slaves, he met them placidly, and never denied 
having helped the fugiti,·es on their way, but positiYely 
declined togi ,·eany informat ion, and when theyflouri bed 
pistols or bowie kn ives to force their demand, be calmly 
pushed the weapons ns ide and told them that none but 
cowards resor ted to such means to carry out their ends, 
nnd that Quakers were not afraid of such things. 

On one occasion $10,000 were oflered for him in 
Maryland; he wrote to the parties, that this was not 
enough ; send $20,000 and he would ao himsel£ Thev 
did not send it, nor did they make a~y fur ther efforts 
to be confron ted by a man of such boldness. 

For a long time wheu it was expected that he would 
be murdered for his avowed interest in the poor slave, 
many of the blacks would get into h is yard by turns 
and stay there all night to protect him, against his posi­
t ive orders, for he feared nothing ex cept neglect of his 
duty to the cause which he had espoused . . 

He was ferti le in plans for directing or conveying fu­
L 
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gitives out of Wilmington to safer places. As th~ phy­
sician prescribes for each individual ca e accordmg .to 
conditions and symptoms, so did he promptly ad vise 
means to meet the necessities of each indi vidual case 
that applied to him. Frequently he would give a mnn 
a scythe, hoe, r ak e or some other implement to carry on 
the shoulder through the town as if going to work, 
with directions that when a certain bridge was ren.ched 
to hide the tool under it, then strictly follow directions 
to the next station. 

These tools would find their way back and again be 
ready for similar duty. 

H e gave those he sen t on foot such directions as en­
abled them ren.di ly to find the p laces of safety, and gave 
the fugitives papers by whi ch the persons to whom they 
were sent would kn ow from whom they came, and that 
they were neither impostors nor spie,.:. 

H e wrote many letters to the managers of t he a nti­
slavery oflice in Philadelph ia, informing t.hem of slaves 
en route for their ])lace sometimes of si1wle individuals, 

' 0 

sometimes of parties of from two to thirLy or more; if 
hunters were in c:lo~e pursuit anu large rewards oflercd , 
he apprised t.h em of all danger and gaye them such di­
rections as were neces:::ary to secure protection and 
safety. These letters gave evidence of his ever-watch­
ful :mind, the secrecy, wisdom, discreetness and success 
of his planning:>, his indefatigable labors and his libe~·­

ality in pay ing money where needed for the assistance 
of " God's poor," as he was pleased to call them, out of 
slavery. 

If he knew of a party coming who were in danger, he 
sent his agen ts to intercept them before entering the 
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city, and have tbem ferried across the Christiana, river, 
where a caniagc woulcl meet them, if they were women 
and children ; if men, they were guided to some ~nfe 

place on foot, and then direction were O'iven them how 
0 

to proceed. 
J oseph G. \ Vall;:er,now living, T euth mo .. 1 1, at the 

age of seventy-six yen rs, wa one of Thoma Garrett's 
principal assistants in the remornl of fugitives out of 
\Vil mington to safe routes northward . Though now 
quite crippled n11d near ly blind, be warm~ up with the 
animation of ea rlier days when he recounts the many 
exploits and the long journeys he frequen tly made to 

.. Point the bond111nn·s " ·uy, 
And t urn t h e spoile r from his prey: • 

During one fo ll he took nwny one hundred and thirty 
slaves; on one occasion he wen t wi th seven. From thTee 
o'clock in the afternoon until six o'clock next morning 
he walked over sixty miles; he d id complain a li ttle of 
this, however, nncl snid he would not do it nQ"ll in in the 

• 0 

same time. His father wa a \Ve t Indian and his 
mother was English or cotch; hence hi inherited 
powers of locomotion and enduran ce. 

Fugitives were frequently tak en from Thomas Gar­
rett's ~n carriages or on foot, while the reputed owners 
or then· agents were watching his movements in other 
parts of the city where he was apparently engaged in 
his business pursui ts. 

Officers were sometimes stationed arnund the house to 
capture slaves who had been traced to Wilmington. 
At times it wns necessary to ,rnde the Brandywine in 
winter with fugiti,·es; after which careful directions 
were given and the agents would retmn by the bridge, 
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on seeing whom, the constables in waiting, on one occa­
sion, said quietly, " it is all over, we may as well go 

home." 
His house being a Southern station of the under­

a round line was the scene of many startling and even 
:musing experiences. One summer eYening when there 
was a collect ion of old pla in F riends at the house, he 
was called to the k itchen where he found a greatly ter­
rified poor woman who had run away, and from her 
statement it was evident that pursueL'S would be there 
in a few minutes to watch the house. He took her up 
stairs dressed her in his wife's clothes, with plain hand-

' . kerchief, bonnet and veil , and made her take his a rm. 
T hey walked out of the front door where she recog­
nized her ma ·ter as she passed. H e was eagerly watch­
ing the house at the time. 

(T here were se\·crnl underground ,:taLions below \Vil­
mington, nearly a ll Friends. Those who resided down 
the State could be depended upon fo r the ser vice. 
John Hunn, spoken of in the extract from ""William 
Still's Underground Railroad," was particularly active 
and was at one t ime :fined very hcitvil y, perhaps to the 
extent of his property). 

Thomas Garrett, after the opening of the Rebellion, 
wrote several very strong letters to President Lincoln , 
urging the "Emancipation Proclamation." He lived 
to see h is most earnest wish accomplished-that to 
which he had devoted the energies of a lifetime-v iz.: 
the Emancipation of the Slaves of the United States of 
America. On the arrival of the glorious news he was 
waited upon by a clelcgation of his colored f1·iends re­
questing him to surrender himself to them for the day. 
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H e yielded to their wishes implicitly and the event was 
duly celebrated, without noi e but with thankfulness nnd 
joy. 

H e expressed himself as entirely "atisfied with his 
work nnd died calmly and peacefully on F irt mo. 25th, 
1871, in the eighty-second year of his age. 

He "·as interred in Friends' Grounds at "'Wilmington, 
D el. ; a vigorous onk (now of good ize) was planted be­
tween the head and foot stones of his grRYe. 

JACOB LI~DLEY. 
(1744-1 1-1.) 

Jacob L indley, who lived in New Garden, Chester 
count)' near where the vi \lnO'e of Avondale is now situ-

' 0 

ated, and owned six hundred ncres of land in that 
v icinity , wns the first to give assistance to fugit ives in 
Chester county, of whom we ha\·e been able to glean 
any account. H e aided m:uiy on their way to freedom 
long before the U nderground Rai lroad was established . . 

About the year 1801, a l ine was for med by n Jew 
friends from Elisha Tyson's, Baltimore, to his place, 
thence to P ugh town and Valley F orge as described in 
the account of Abraham Bonsall. 

J a.cob Lindley was sympathizing and aiihble in clis­
position, sensit ive in feeling and energetic in action. H e 
was a prominent and powerful minister in the Society of 
;Friends, a man of ext raordinary intelligence and ability, 
a pungent wr iter when he assailed either open vice or 
the sinister means used to deceive and wrong others for 
pecuniary gain. 

H e possessed a large and strong physique, and a voice 
of great volume. " Then addressing an assemblage, and 
powerfully moved by the earnestness of his feelings in 
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rebuking sin in any phase or beneath any g uise, or in 
pleading the righ ts of humanity, especially of the down­
trodden, enslaved and oppressed African, he exprc..c::sed 
himself in words and tone and manner so emphatic as 
to reach the most common understanding, or to touch 
the most adamantine heart. While he sent the poniard 
of conviction directly home to the hearts of the guil ty, 
he was tender toward the feelings of the unin tentionally 
erring, or those who strove to do righ t against adverse 
influences of a potential. character difficult at times 
wholly to overcome. 

His genuine kinrlness, and love for all the children of 
God, was a marked trait of his character. A respectable 
mechanic who had been the recipient of his hospitality 
remarked that" the house of Jacob Lind ley and his 
wife was in one respect like the k ingdom of H eaven, no 
profession or co1nplcxiou being excluded." 

Toward the close of his life he wrote : "Oh ! surely 
I may say, I shudder and my tears iurnlunta ri ly steal 
from my eyes, for my poor, oppref'scd, afH ictcd, tor­
mented black brethren-hunted-frightened to see a 
whi te man-turn ed from every source of comfort that is 
worth living for in th is stage of being. The tears, the 
g roans, the sighs of these, have su rely ascended to the 
ears of the Lord of• 'abaoth, and a:; a thick cloud are 
awfully suspended over this land. I tenderly and 
tremblingly feel for the poor masters involved in this 
difficulty. I am awfull y awakened into fear for our 
poor country." He was twice manied; both wives 
being ministers of the gospel. 

On the twelfth of Sixth mo. (June) 1814, he attended 
New Gm·den meeting, and spoke with his usual earl\est-

I 
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ness nnd power. During the course of his sermon he 
intimated" his conviction th at there were tho e present 
who woulCl not see the ligh t of another day," and added, 
" perhaps it may be myself.". That afternoon he was 
thrown out of a carriage upon his head, dislocating his 
neck. H e was aged about seventy. 

J.E\·1 B . WA.HD. 

In 18-18, two men drove up to the house of Levi B. 
·w ard, East l\Iarlborough, Chester county, while be was 
absent from home, seized upon a colored boy seventeen 
yen.rs of age, and claimed him as their p roperty. Mrs. 
'\Vard remonstrated against their taking him, but they 
replied that they had papers to prove that he belon~ed 
to them. They did not show the papers, but hurned 
away with the boy and the family nc,;cr heard from 
him after-ward. 

It was supposed that the men were kidnappers who 
had been wait ing nu oppor tunity to take him when no 
one but women was about to interfere. 

JAMES~. TAYLOR. 

(Born 'l'hird month •Ith, 1813.) 

J ames N. Taylor, from early boyhood, felt an interest 
in the anti-slavery movement, and a sympathy for the 
fugitive. In 1841 he removed from East F allowfield, 
Chester county, to W est l\Iarlborough. Prior to that 
elate he assisted all slaves who came to his place, but 
was not then connected with the Underground Railroad 
management. After removing to l\Iarlborough, his 
willingness to aid fugit ives being known, his residence 
was made a branch stati on, and he received passengers 
from William Rnkestrfn~· and Day W ood, in L an caster 



248 HISTORY OF THE 

county, and from James Fulton and Amos Preston, 
Chester county. 

One fug it ive was so closely pursued t hn.t James took 
him to Lancaster , put him on t he cars and sent him to 
Lafayette, Indiana. H e was so n early white that but 
few would h ave suspected that in his veins flowed n. t race 
of African b lood. 

In 1844, eigh teen men, women and children came to 
his place on their way" toward the North Star." They 
·wer e shelter ed in the depths of some s traw, and next 
night taken to I saac M endenhall's. 

After the Christiana riot, Parker , Pinkney and J ohn­
son and one other came to his place, and were taken to 
I saac 1Uendenhall's. H e was n ot aware at th e t ime who 
they were. 

The last who came wer e broug h t in a dearborn in 
day-time b y An n Preston and Elizabeth Coates. They 
were well covered so as to a ttract no attention. 

J ames N. Taylor assis ted in organi7.ing the first A n t,i­
S lavery Socie ty in Chester county. 

- --- - - - - - - - - - - .......:;;L_ - - - - - - --- ---~--------~-



ISAAC MENDE!'fHALL. 

CHAPTER XV. 
lsAAC A:<o Dt:<Au MESDE:>UALL.-Intcrcst ing lneidcnts.-HARRIET 

TuoltA:<.-Assists Pnrkcr, Pinkney nnd Johnson.-'Squire Jncob 
Lnmborn.-Snmh Penrson Opens Free Produce tore in H nmor­
ton.-l snno 1\fondenhnll Disowned.- Assist in Orgnnizing Society 
o f Progrcssh·o Friends.-Reuniled to Originnl Society.- Golden 
Anni\·ersnry of Wodding.-Originnl Es inlc. 

ISAAC AND DINATI lUENDENITALL. 

( lsnnc Me ndcnhnll, Born );inth ::lfo. 26t h , 1806, Died Twelfth '.\Io. 23<1, 
1882. Dinnh H nnn um :'lfondcnholl, Born Tenth ::lfo. 15th, 1807.) 

The home of I nae nnd Dinah i\Iendenhnll, ill Ken­
nett township, nenr L ongwood, ten miles from Wilming­
ton, wns nlways open to receive the liberty-seeking slave. 
Their stn.tion being. nearest the Delnwnre line was 
engerly sought by fugitives as soon us they entered the 
Free State. They were generally ent by Thomas 
Garrett, of \\Tilmington, who, starting them on the road, 
directed them to "go on and on until they came to a 
stone-gate post, and then turn in." ometimes he sent 
a note by them saying, "I send you three," (or four or 
five, as the cnse might be) " bales of blnck wool," which 
was to assure them that these colored persons were not 
impostors. 

No record was kep t of the number they aided, but 
during a period of thirty-four yenrs it nmounted to 
several hundred. Mally were well dressed Rl.ld intelli­
gent. 

At one t ime fourteen came on a Seventh-day ( atur­
day) night and remained oYer next day. The women 
nnd children were secreted in a room in the spring-house, 

L* 
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and the men in the barn. As they usually entertained a 
great many visitors on First-days (Sundnys) , and some of 
t hese were pm-slavery F riends, the fugitives had to be 
kept very quiet. On Third-day (T uesday) night I saac 
and J osiah "\Vilson, who li,·ed near by, took them to 
.John J ackson's, D a rby . .Josiah and h is wife, l\(ary, were 
ever ready to give their personal ard and counsel. · 

One woman whom T homas Garrett br ough t there was 
a somewhat curious, but interesting character, and 
endowed with a spiritualistic faith. T he tir::lt nigh t after 
leaving her master she began to r egret and to wonder 
whethe r or not she was doing right; whether she : hould 
retur n or continue her course and r isk being captured 
a nd taken back . ShP- went into n. woods, and sat down 
Rnd cried. "\Vhile in that deep, prayerful spiri t, :is Lo 
what was besL for her to do, a voice seemed Lo s:ty to 
h er, "Cheer up, :i\Iary ; go on, I wi ll protect thee." 
With this fresh cheer in her heari, Rhe went on, arri ved 
at Thomas Garrett's, who, as above related, took her to 
I saac .i\Icndenhall's, wh ere she remained three monthR, 
and was a most faithful servan t. She said they were 
told in the, 'outh that" abol ition is ts were wicked people," 
b ut tha.t "she never knowecl there was such kind peop le 
in the world as they." 

A colored woman n::tmed Tiarr ict T ubma n, living 
n&'tr th e li ne, was active in helping h undreds.,t.o escape. 
In point of hraYery and succcs.s she might well be 
called a seeoncl Joan of Arc. She would go fear le sly 
into the Slave States, talk wiLh the slaves, tell them 
how to escape, direct them on the road, and thus during 
one visit among them, would start numbers on their 
·way northw~wd to freedom. Large sums of money wer e 

-' , 
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offered for her capture, but nll in vnin. She could elude 
patrols and pursuers with ns much ease and unconcern 
as an eagle would soar through the henYen . 'he" hnd 
faith in God;" alway~ nsked Him what to do, and to di _ 
rect her, "which," she said, "He always did." he 
would talk about "consulting with God," or "nsking 
of Him," just as one would con ul t n friend upon mat­
ters of business ; and she aid " H e neYer decei ,·ed her."' 

After escaping from bondnge herself, he set nbout 
devising mean. by which she could a- ist others in lea,·­
ing. In her first effort ::he brought away her brother , 
with his wife and severnl children. Next she helped 
her aged parent:: from V irginia. to n comfo rtable home 
in Auburn , N. Y. A nd thu encournged, she continued 
making these trips, a t interrnls, fo r se,·eral years. 
Mnny who escaped thrnugh her di rection to Thomas 
Garrett were sent by him to I :u1c l\Icnclenhnll. 

\ Vhen the wa r broke out, she folt, as she. nid, that 
"t.he good Lord hnd come down lo deliver her people, 
and she must go nnd help Him." he went into Georgia 
nod F lorida, nttached herself to the army, performed 
nn incredible amount of labor as cook, laundress, and 
nurse, Rnd still more as the leader of sold iers in scout­
ing parties and raids. She seemed to know no fear, and 
scar cely ever fatigue. They called her their Moses. On 
account of the valuable services she rendered, several 
of the officers testified that she was entitled to a pen­
:ion from the Government. 

After the Christiana r iot, James :r. Taylor brought 
Parker, P inkney, and Johnson and one other whose 
name was not known, to Isaac l\fendenball's. W hen 
J nmes returned, the hunters had been at his place in 
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search of any colored people who might have fled to 
him from the vicinity of Christiana . 

The four men s lept in the barn at I snnc Menden hall's 
at nights, but during the day they husked corn in the 
field, wi th a ll the appearance of regular farm hands. If 
pursuers came, th e family were to g i\·e a certain sound 
when the men were to flee to the woods. One day n. 
messenger came and said there was a party on the track 
of these men, and it would not be safe to keep them 
longer. During the re1miinder of the day they con­
cealed themselves in the woods. I saac decided to take 
them that nigh t to J ohn V ickers ; but Dr. Bartholo­
mew Fussell , then Jiying near by, a t Hamorton, hearing 
t hat the men were there, wen t to consult with him 
about them. Leaming his decis ion, he said, "Isaac, I 
am better acq ua inted with the rou te than t hee is ; and 
beside, I haYc no proper ty to "ncrifice if I am detected 
and t.hec has. Thee start with them on the road and I 
will meet thee and go on with them nnd thee can re­
turn." After some deliberat ion, Isaac accepted the prop­
osition, an<l at an nppoin ted hour in the evening, started. 

Dina h i\Ienclcnhall, in relati ng th i ·en ·e, said: " These 
men ' rnre not only fug it iyc...; but parti cipants in the 
tragedy, and harboring them ;;ubjcctcd us to heavy fine 
n,nd imprisonm ent. But we had alwnys snid we would 
never subm it to carry out that accursed Fugitive Slave 
Law, come "·hat migh t. But that night when they 
started, t he poor quivering fl c:;h was weak and I had 
scarce strength to get into t he house. Bu t I held to my 
faith in an Overruling Providence, and we came 
throug h it in safety." "These," she remarked, "were 
the times which tried men's souls, and women's too." 
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Doctor Fussell, • instead of taking them to John 
Vickers, took them to his niece, Gracennna Lewis, 
arriving there before midnight . L eaving them in the 
conveyance, he went to the house, awoke the family, told 
them whom he had wi th him and what the danger 
would be in harboring them. They admitted them, 
however, and put them in a third-story room, the d oor 
of which locked on the inside. They were told not to 
unlock it uni~ a certain signal wn . g i\·en. As the girl 
then liYing with the family was not to be t rusted, they 
borrowed food for the men from n, neighbor, so as not to 
excite her suspicion. The following day arrangement 
were made wi th J. Pierce \Yest, liYing near by, to take 
them to the house of n. friend in Mon tgomery county, 
about a mile or more from Phcen ixYille. A little nftcr 
dark he and his brother , Thomas, tarted with them in a 
mn.rket dearborn, throwin g some old carpet over them, 
just as they would cover a butter-tub. Pa<> ing through 
Phamixville nbout midnight, they arri\·ed at the friend's 
house, whose name is not now r emembered and there left 

' them. 

(A further dcsct·iption is given of them in the remi­
n i cences of Dr. J. L. Paxson, of No rristown.) 

Fugitives were taken from I sanc Menden hall's to J ohn 
Vickers, "\Villiam and Simon Barnard, J ohn Jack­
son, in Darby, and to Philadelphia. James Pugh, of 
P ennsbury, "·oulcl frequently go to Philadelphia and 
make arrangemen ts with 1\Iiller McKim and William 
Still, to meet I saac outside the city and tnke the fugi-
tives into their care. · 

Many families along these routes who were inherently 
opposed to slavery, refused, through fear, to g ive any 
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assistance whatever in faci litating the fugit ives' escape. 
James Russell Lowell truly says: 

"Th ey nrc s ln vcs who dnrc not IJO 
Jn th e rig h t with two or t hree." 

There were many persons in K ennett iown~hip who 
were n ot st renuously opposed to the anti-sl11vcry moYc­
mcnt ; were inclined to be sympathi zers in the cause, bu t 
thought abolitionists were running great. risks. 

, quire Jaeob Lamborn was honest ly opposed to Lhc 
fan aticism of abolitiouisli , as their waning agrtinst the 
institu tion of slavery was engendering a spiri t of nni­
mo. ity in the minds of the South em people town rd tho:c 
of the North. B ut after hearing a cogent nnd exhaus­
t ive argument by Abbie K elley, he was convinced of the 
true principle· upon which they sloorl and united with 
them alway~ nftcnrnrds. 

Anti-slaYery lectures in that townshi p did mu ch to 
enlighten the pcopie upon un iYersal liberty a nd to 
soften the a:;pcrity of antagonism toward abo li t ionists, 
although many meetings, in the early part of the time , 
were but slimly attended. 

:Many persons in K ennett and vicini ty grew to be 
conscientiously opposed to using the products of slave 
labor, ashy :o doing they were pntroni zing nn evil tha,t 
they were endeavoring to uproot. To meet the dcmnnd 
of these persons, Sarah P earson opened a free produce 
store in Hamorton, about the year 1844, and continued 
it fourteen years. •'he was well patronized. At first 
she kept onl y free produce; but later kept mixed goods. 

K ennett .i\fonthly Meeting of Friends disowned seve­
ral of its member;; wh o had, in a measure, separated 
themselves from it, on account of the meeting's not 

i 
I 
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taking as nctive a pnrt in anti-shvery, temperance, and 
other needed reforms of the day, as they held it to be 
the mornl duty of n relig ious body to do. I nae Men­
denhall wa one who came under tbi- decree of disown­
ment, but his wife, as enrnest in the progressive moYe­
ment of r eform as he, was never disowned. It is n 
principle of Friends to act in h armony. In the consid­
eration of her en c there was a "cli,-ision of entiment." 

They uniLed with n number of others in organizing 
t he ocicty of Progr~ ive Friend. at L ongwood. In 
coufot"mi ty wi th a " Call f or c~ General R eligious Con­
f erence, wilh a view to lhe e;;iablishment of a Yearly 
lJieeting in P ennsylvania," a la l"ge number of persons 
as cm bled in Old K ennett (Friends) l\Ieeting H ouse, on 
the twenty-. econd of Filt h month (May), 1 .53. The 
house wns filled and many could not gain entrnnce. 
They invited to membership, " not only members of the 
Society of Friend , but all those who felt the n.eed of 
social and relig ious co-operat ion, who looked to God ns 
a Universal Father , nnd who regarded n one B rother­
hood the whole fam ily of man." Tney im·ited nll uch 
persons to tak e par t in the deliberat ion upon ·such a 
plan of organization as migh t commend itself to their 
judgmen t, and to take action upon such other . ubjects 
p ertaining to huma n du ty and welfare as might appcm· 
to demand th e attention of the assembly. T he call to 
tb i ~ Conference wns signed by fifty-eight persons, chiefly 
Friends. Its sessions cont inued four days nnd were 
marked by free and cordial inter change of views, de­
velopment of thought, and nn carnestne..c;s and uni ty of 
action for the enlightenment, improvement and general 
wel:fru:e of the wholC1 human family . That nged and 

• 
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religi6us emancipated slave, SojoUJ'ner Trnth, was there, 
and spoke on several occasions. , he touched the sym­
pathies of all, nnd reached the deep fount of parental 
tendernes:, when, after a few impres; iYc remark , she 
sang 

r pity the i.ln\'C·mother, cnrewor n nntl wenry, 
" "ho s ig hs ns s h e Jlresses h er lmbc to he r brcns L; 

I Inmont her snd fntc , nil so h clples>1 n ml tlrenry, 
J lnme nt. for h e r woes, nntl h e r wrongs 11nredrcss ecl. 

0 ! "·ho cnn iinn:.{inc h er hcnrt's dcc1l crnot io n, 
As s he thinks of he r c hildre n about to be sold ; 

Yo11 nrny picture lho bounds of tho rock-girdled occnn , 
But. the (Jr irf of I/mt m othe1· C(IJ• n et er uc told. 

A permanent orga nization wa · effected, a nd weekly 
nnd yea rly meeting established. Jo. eph A. Dugdnlc 
was appointed their first treasurer. He served for 
seyeral years. Isaac lllcndenhall wa · next appoin ted 
and ser ved until his son, _\..aron, took hi: place. 

I saac ,,·a:-; Treasurer of the Chester Coun ty Anti­
• 'Javery Society from it orga nizat ion at Coatesville, 111 

l\fay, 18:38, unt il its labors clo,;c<l at the termination of' 
the war. 

After the downfall of ."la.very and Lho establishment 
of ~mivcrsa l liberty by the Go\'crnment, the great object 
which had brought th em together, had cemented their 
hearts in the one grand design and impel led them with 
enth usiasm and unfal tering devot ion toward tho ono 
great e!)(1, wa8 accomplished; and with one accord they 
could offer up thanksgiving and prnise to the Frithor of 
all, tha t four millions of human beings held as chattel 
slaves under our laws were now, henceforth, and forever 
FREE. 

After the clo:;e of the war, wh en the slavery question 
ceased to be a disturbing element, the F riends of Ken-
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nett Monthly l\Ieeting invited those back into t.he 
Society, whom they had disowned, without r equiring of 
them the usual acknowledgment. 

Outside of their daily avocations and domestic duties, 
I saac and Diunh 1\Iendenhall were active and zealous 
workers whenever the cause of humanity needed ea rnest 
supporters. They " ·ere a firru and solid rock upon which 
the friends of progrcs and reform could ever rely. Tho 
earnest appeal for temperance, for the advancement of 
women, for the free cxpre..."Sion of th ought upon religion, 
found them strenuou ly, yet unostentatiously, working in 
the van . 

On the twelfth of Fifth month (l\Iay), 1881, their 
life of uni ted honest toil and faithful devotion to each 
other, rcnched the rounded period of fifty years. This 
Golde;n .Anniversary of their nuptials was celebrated at 
their home by the assembling of two hundred and 
twenty-five guests of all ages, from the little frolicking 
child to the friends whose advanced aO'e and feebleness 

0 

r endered it necessar y for them to be lifted from their 
carriages. Yet to these, the happy commingling of old­
timc friends, enlivened by the sprightliness and Yigor of 
joyous youth, wits like the balmy breezes and the fra­
grant blossoms of the return of spring. 

Fifteen of the seventy-two .persons who signed their 
marriage cer tificate were present at this anniversary, 
and among them were the two first waiters on that 
occasion. 

Their eldest son Aaron, ]jying on the old family 
estate, now known as Oakdale, was there with his wife and 
three children, one of whom bears the name of Isaac. 
This property was originally purchased of William 
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P en n, by Robert P ennell and Benjnmin ·i\Iendenha ll, anrl 
the deed was signed by his deput ies, Edward , hippen, 
G riffi th Owen and James L ogan, (P enn being then in 
England) . The deed wa;: dated F ifteenth day of J une 
A. D . 1703, ·and was for six hundred acres of land, 
which according to p resent survey makes one thousnncl, 
and fo r which they were to "yield and pay therefor, 
yearly from the said date of survey, to me, my heirs 
und successors at Chester, at or upon the firs t day of 
1\Ia rch in every year forever thereafter, : ix bushels of 
good a nd merchantab le wheat, to such persons as shall 
be appointed to receive the same." 

The estate nfterwards pnssed into the hands or Ben­
jamin l\Iendenhall's son J oseph, then to an I saac. ' incc 
then it has passed alternately from an I saac Lo an 
Aaron, and from an . \.aron to an Isaac through four 
generation ·. I t has descended from the posses ·ion of 
one occupant to the other by wi ll- but one deed was 
c\·er given, which bears th e elate of 1703. 

Many testimonials of esteem and love were cnt by 
persons \rho could not be present. A mong t hese wns 
one from .John G . .. Whittier, who sa id," I knew you in 
the brave old anti-slavery day:, and have never forgot­
ten you. "\Vhenever and wherever the cause of free­
dom needed a id and countenance you were sure to be 
fo und with the noble band of Chester county men and 
women to whose mental culture, moral stam ina and 
generous self-sacr ifi ce I cau bear emphatic test imony." 

l\Ia.ry A . L ivermore, in a letter addressed to their 
da ugh ter • 'alli e, on tha t occasion says, " With what 
noble peoplo have they been associated! H ow rich in 
remi niscences t heir memories must be ! They have wit-

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD. 259 

nessed the unpnralled growt h of the country , the down­
fall of slavery, the nation convulsed with cidl war 
which ended in the death of a colossal nat ional sin and 
the freeing of fo ur million slaYes.'' 

Isaa~ ~nd Di 1~ah H . l\IendcnhaU are lh·ing at the pres­
en t wn tmg. 'Ihcy h nve reached that summit in the 
u.p wnrd p rogrc...c::s of human ex istence, from wh ich, in re­
t '. 1:ement, they can look down upon a bea utifully diver­
s ifi ed landscape, richly adorned with the fruits of their 
own .labo.rs. T he sunset sky, towaTd which they are 
tending, is r uddy in its glow, whlle the sun. of glory 
sends forth its efli ilgent beams from an unclouded sky, 
signifi cai1t of t he celestial brigh tness awn iting them 
around the Throne of eternal peace. 

[S ince the above sketch was written I saac :l\lenden­
hall has passed away, dying a t his boU:e a t H amor ton, 
".full ~f years and honors," in peace, after so runny con­
flicts; m honor, after so much obloquy.] 
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DR. BAR'rROLOl\lEW FUSSELL. 

(1794-1871.) 

Dr. Bartholomew Fussell, son of Bnrtholomew nnd 
Rebecca B. Fussell, was born in Chester county, P enn­
sylvania, in the yea r 179-!, and was by birthright, ns 
well as by conviction, a member of t.hc Society of 
Friends. His father, Bartholomew Fussell, Sr. , wns an 
approved minister in that denomination, but ofremnrk­
ably liberal tendencies, his peculiar mission being fre­
quently to hold meetings among persons of different 
beliefs and often in remote country districts where 
relig ious meetings of any kind were rare. To gather 
the Iambs and the lost sheep into the fold , seemed to be, 
largely, t he work to which he folt himself assigned. He 
was a man of genial and clrnerful disposition, often 
saying that "he served a good Master, a.nd he did not 
see why he should be sad." His conversation was re­
markably entertaining and instructive, and he had the 
power of winning young people to an unusual degree. 
His mother, Rebecca. Bond Fussell, was of a shy and 
self-d istrustfu l nature, lacking in confidence, but self­
fo r(J'etful and devoted to the welfare of others and, 

b 
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perhaps, one of the kindest of her sex. Thei1· son, 
Dr. Bartholomew Fussell, differed from either parent, 
and wns apparently a new combination, unlike any 
one but himself, differing a strongly from his brothers 
and sisters as he did from his parents. In the period 
to which his youth belonged, the country schools 
in nor thern Chester county, where he r esided, were 
not equal to the needs of a few families of Friends. 
In consequence his father, Bartholomew Fussell, Sr. , 
although unaccustomed to the work, built with his 
own hands n school-house, the walls of which are 
still iu a perfect condition. H ere his eldest sister, 
E sther, began her career as a successful teacher, begin­
ning when only six teen years of age, with her br others 
and sisters and the children of a few friend . To this 
sister, rnore than to any one else, Dr. Fussell always r e­
ferred as the person who had stimulated, aided and 
encouraged him in his efforts to obtain a broad and 
useful education. 

R emoving with his fa ther to l\Iaryland, he decided 
upon the study of medicine, teaching school by day, 
and reading for his profession at night. But even this 
heavy strain upon his energies was not sufficien t. Being 
deeply impressed with the ignorance, misery and degra­
dation around him, he sought to alleviate the condition 
of the slaves, by opening a Sabbath School and inviting 
their attendance. H ere he tauaht the rudiments of b . 

knowledge, not for a few hours ouly, but for the whole 
day, frequently having as many as ninety pupils in at­
tendance, their advancement being the sole reward he 
desired or obtained. \Vhen they had progressed suffi­
ciently to be able to read the Bible for themselves, it 
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was a manifest source of satisfaction a_nd delighL .to 
them and it was too early for the slaveholders to see m 
his effor ts any occasion of danger to themselves. ·w c 
do not learn that he met with any oppo ·it ion from the 
masters while he did win the life-long g rati tude of some 
of his ; upi ls. It was an evidence of the splendid phy­
sica l constitution of the young student, that his hea lth 
did not break down under these exhausting efforts. He 
continued on every occasion to mnnifo this opposition 
to shwery, becoming the fr iend and co-laborer of El isha 
Tyson, one of the most courageous and devoted ph i.lnn­
thropists that the institution of Javery ~vcr calle~ rnto 
existence. At the time of his graduation, and 1.n the 
face of the most influen tial slaveholders belonging to 
the medical profession in Bal timore, Dr. Fussell uttered 
his solemn protest aga inst sla.Yery, as !t fru itful source 
of disease and dcmornlization nnd ns a st igma on the 
race of those who enshn·cd their kind. 

Returning to P cnnsylnrnia to practice his chosen 
profession, he became eminently successful, both on ac­
count of his knowledge and judgment, and his intense 
sympathy with suffering, which seemed to inspire h im 
with the faculty of entering into the feelings of others, 
of tracing the hidden sources of disease, and of keep ing 
his mind ever on the alert, to select and administe t· 
the proper remedies. These principles actuated him 
just as much in the hovel of the poor as in the 
elaborately furni shed mansions of the rich. When 
life was hanging trC'mblingly in the balance, when the 
closest watching and the strictest care were needed, 
when the timely administration of a remedy, or judicious 
nursing migh t save life, or the neglecL pf t hese imper il 
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all chances of recovery, he would spend whole nigh ts by 
the bedside of the indigent where he expected little or 
no rewa rd, \ri th just a assiduou · de\'otion to the suffer­
ing family as if he were nttcnding the only daughter _of 
a millionnire whose reco,·c1-y would compen ate hun 
with a worldly fortune. His heart was in the welnue 
uud hnppine...::s of the human fa mily, and not in his ?w-se'. 

H e wa · fortunate in . electing for the compnn1on of 
his li fe one who entered full y into ympathy \dth him, 
and who a ided him in nil hi eudenvor ' with wifely 
devotion. Lydia l\Iorri · F ussell wa g reatly beloved, 
not only in Jijs own family but in the neighborhood, 
where she was n. spirit of kindness, doing good whereYer 
opportunity afforded. , he ,,·as an admirable hostes ·, 
and her doors were ever open to the most generous 
hospit..'1.lity; her cheerful spirit and free social nature 
making her home a delig htful place of sojourn. 
Many were the guests there en tertained, only to speak 
her praises. None knew her that were not attracted to 
her. During the greater part of her munied life she 
and her husband O\rned the dwelling afterwards occu­
pied by Chandler Darlington and his wife, near Ken­
nett Square, Chester coun ty, P ennsylvania, iu1d ns this 
house was always open to fugitfres and their friends, 
it has already become historic. N early u.ll of the d is­
t ing uished persons who vis ited K ennett Square, in the 
exercise of anti-slavery duties, were nt one t ime or 
another en tertained there as g uests. 

This house soon became the goal of the slaves and 
thither they made their way long before the general pub­
lic was awakened to the iniquity of the system of slavery. 
Dr. Fussell had become a strong and determined oppo-



264 HISTORY OF T HE 

neut of this evil by seeing its ruiuour effect nnd its in­
human cruelties in i\Iaryland, ancl his own convictions 
had been intensified by his association wiLh E lisha 
T yson, so that he was fully prepared to a ttend the Anti­
slaver y Com·enLion in 1833 and to n.ppcnd his signature 
to its immorta.l " D eclaration of Sent iments." H e was 
n. subscri ber to the L iberato1· from the time the fi rst 
number was iS::>ued unt il, the battle being ended, the 
last number was announced. 

The real earnestness and acLivity of Chester county 
abol itionism had its elate with the advent of Charles C. 
Burleigh, who, about the year 1835, a ppenrcd as a 
lecturer in the neighb orhood of K ennett • quarc. 

There being at that Lime no railroad or stnge facili­
t ies by which he could be accommodated, and being a 
r emark able walker, thi ~ gifted orator left P hiladelphia 
for Dr. Fussell's, one mile east of t he v illage of K en­
nett 'quare, traveling on foot over bad roads, the whole 
distance. Arriving at his desti nation in the evening, he 
learned that the doctor a nd his wife had n.lrendy de­
parted to attend a cliscussion on the subject of P hreno­
logy, in t he Yillagc. T ired as he was and supperless, 
our friend immediately fo llowed, and soon overtook and 
passed the doctor and his wife in their carriage. Being 
excessively muddy wi th travel, this young athlete did 
not present nu extraord inarily attractive exterior. The 
first impulse of the kind doctor had been to invite tho 
stranger he saw passing to a seat in his carriage, but a 
glance at his boots, a11cl a thought of the wife by bis 
side check ed the impulse, and the wayfarer was allowed 
to pass on. "\Vhen they reach ed the place of meeting, 
he was already Lhcre, and dur ing the debate which fol-
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lowed he moJcstly asked per mission to speak, exhibiting 
such an amount of knowledge, extent of research, pro­
fund ity of thought, and such oratorical and logical 
powers as to astonish and captirnte his hear ers. D r. 
F ussell used often to tell the story of how he was 
cheated of doing a k inclne.."S to Charles C. Burleigh, by 
a llowing himself to be goYerned by a pni1· of muddy 
boots. 

A t this meeting, all were so delighted that Charles C. 
B urleigh had only to cx.p rc..:os the wish to have a.p­
pointecl and announced a meeting on tbc subject of 
slavery. This meeting was la l'gely attended, fo r t he 
fame of the spea ker had gone nbrond. H ere he pictured 
slavery a nd liber ty in such clear cont rast, and depicted 
the Chrisfow duty of man to l1is fellow men in such 
glowing colors, embellislied by the subl ime rhetor ic of 
which he was master , t hat the laten t sense of justice and 
a nti-slavery emotions were stirred up in the hear ts of 
the good people of K ennett, and or o-anization and a<Yita-o 0 

t ion were at once instituted . From that t ime onward 
until emancipat ion wn. effected, K ennett Sqniu e was 
noted among those who were slow to accept the moYc­
mcnt, as the" h ot-bed of aboli t ionism" while the earnest 
sympathizers wi th the negro in bondage, in this nnd in 
other States, found here k ind-hearted, able, and intelli­
gent men and women to aid in the cause, ever ready to 
assist with t heir money and th eir labor, and in who e 
homes they always had n. hearty ,relcome. I t was the 
cynostu·e alike of the fu o-it ive and his friends. 

0 

Discussions were now held in W est Chester , L iou-
ville and various other places thr oughout the country, 
between the aboli tionists and colonizationists, each side 

l\.[ 
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being suppor ted by able speakers. These discussions 
a ided greatly iu arousing public sent iment, which g rew 
in favor of freedom for t he ncgro under Olli' own Go\·­

ernment. 
Dr. Fussell was an intimate fr iend of Thomas Gar-

r ett, of WiLnington, and laboring in connection with 
him and many others at available points, nbout two 
t housand fug itives passed through his hands on t heir 
way to freedom. A mong these he freq uent ly had the 
pleasul'e of wel coming some of his old Maryland ab­
bath School pupils, who made the knowledge he had 
afforded them of service in their escape from slaYcry 
long years afterward. The del ighted recognition of' h.im 
by these poor beings iu a strange land, wa. the occ.:a:-;1on 
of the most heart-touching scenes. 

In bis practice as lL physician, while at Kennett 
Square, Dr. Fussel l occasionalJy met wit h colored pe r­
sons whose constant dread of being reca ptured :;o 
affected theix hea lth ns to render his medical H'rYi <:e:> 
necessary. l n one instance, the shocking detai l~ of 
which are omitted, he was called upon to sa \'C the I ifo 
of one who had preforred death by his own hand Le! 

such a fate. In many cases he gave far more symp:tt hy 
. than meilicine, beuefi tting each by acl rninis tcriug ,,· Jmt, 
their needs required, whether it be clothing or food, en­
couragement, mirth or reprimand, which latter wa · 
sometimes needed, b ut was kindly and wisely g i\·en. 

During their residence at K ennett • 'quare, both he 
and his w ife were untiring in their efforts to aid all pe r­
sons of color, whether bond or free. T owards the close 
of the first decade of the anti-slavery agitation , they 
removed to W est V incent, Chester county, purchas ing a 
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farm adjoin ing thnt of their i. tcr E~ther Fussell Lewis, 
herself a well -known ahol ilionist , and there 1 her con­
tinued their work of l'Ccei\·ing f'u!!it i\'(~S . Aho~t the 
year 1 :3 , LYdia )[. Fu:-:,.:ell died mourned br :di who 
knew her and lcnYi ng :t roung :1;1d hclpl~:..: .family to 
the cure of her husband. 

Afler his second marriage with Hcbcecn '.II we.s, he 
rcmo\•ed to Y ork, Penn yl\':\n ia. nnd opened :1 school 
t here, doing ant i-,.:l:t \'c1·y work a · fo r merh· . Later he 
came to Han1o rton, not fa r di:::raur fron~ his fo r mer 
residence, at K ennell ~qua re. }fore he ~:1 ,·ea practicnl 
illustration of hi,.: princ· iplc::: by admitt in g color cl youth 
to his school. 

At all times he look an acti \· in ter st in all cducn­
t ionnl nnd moral reforms, but \\·as addicted to the use of 
tobacco, which habit he had acquired while young . 
·w1ie.n he wns 11bout :cvcnty years of age, n very nged 
rcln~1 ve earnestly 1·emon:;trnted wi th hi m ngaiu t the 
cont munuce of t his habi t, a· being inconsisten t with a 
life devoted a' his had been to the acl\'Ocncv of mnnr 
d.iAercnt reforms. On his r eplyi ng that :I uddcn CC..."S~­
t10n from a practice so 1011 0' indul"ccl in mig ht resul t in 
. d b 0 

"" his ea t , her answer was," \ Veil, d ie t hen, and go to 
heaven decently ." H e <lelig htccl in afte r years to recur 
to this conversa t ion, fooling t hat the foithJ 'ulne: of his 
mentor, had s timulated him to t he resolu tion of aban­
doning a hnbit so much nt va 1·ia11ce with his otherwise 
exemplary life. 

From enrly youth, owing to the nid r endered him by 
his eldest sister, he had been led to consider the fitue...~ 
o~ women for the study und practice of med icine. O n 
lus own graduation, he mentally r esolved that if ever 
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he had the opportunity, he would do what he could to 
aid them in acquiring a knowledge of the principles and 
practice of medicine. This purpose he frequen t ly co n­
versed about, and in it he had t he cord ia l sympathy of 
his wife before she died. EYen as early a 1840 he had 
g iven regula r instruction to a class of women. In 1 ~G 
h e commu nicated to a few liberal-minded men of lus 
own p rofession , a plan for t he establishment of a college 
of the hig hest g rade fo r the medical educa t ion of women , 
holding a meeting fo r the purpose in his own house. 
Those comprising the meeting were Dr. E zra M it chener , 
Edwin Fus. ell , l\L D., Franklin Tayl or , M. D. , E llwood 
Harvey, l\L D., and Syl vester Birdsall, l\L D., including 
himself~ six physician ·. In inv iting IL b eloYe<l niec:e to 
be presen t , he reminded her tha t it was fo r her moth er' · 
sake- she who bad more tha n any one else, moulded 
his cha racter , and ·inspired him wit h the purpo:e. T h i,; 
niece still lives to testify that i t was from t he germ of 
his thought, ha llowed by brotherl y a flecLion , th at tlw 
\ Voma n's M edical College of Ph i lad el ph ia, g rew in Lo 

existence, cne of its early g raduates being A nn P re:;to11 , 
so l ong a part of the life of the col lege. A lt hough 
never at any t ime officially connected with this instit u­
tion, h e yet regarded i t as the result of one of his bC':>L 
e ffor ts, and he continued through l ifo to consider its 
welfare with the deepest interest. 

Like other early aboli tionists, h e had h i::i sha re of 

persecution to endure, and was occasionall y m ob bed 
while making anti-s la very speeches. This occurred once 

in W est Chester , but be was supported and p rotected by 
the best citizens, mor e particularly by H on. 'Willi am 
Everhar t, who lost no oppor t uni ty of allyiug himsel f 
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with the oppre.'Sed nnd their defender;:. at thnt period 
so unpopular. 

At ~mother t ime, while peaking nt Ct'ntrc,·ille. D cln· 
wa re, he wa nttackccl hy a p:trly of Tri ::h from Dupom',. 
Powder :Mills, who were incited to ,·ioktH'C by a per~on 
who told them that Dr. Fu::.::cll had ,.:aid that " the 
colored persow mndt• hC'lter citizen,.: than did the Irish." 
Du ring the mo t ,·igorous period of the 11nti-sl11Yery 
ng itntion hi life w11,.; 11n nlmo, t tontinunl wnrfore with 

the oppo11en t ' of thn t ca u:::e, he being prompted by no 
hope of reward, present or pni;:pectivc. hut like othe r 
nboJi tionist., ,.oJely by ht'ncrnlcnt lHtrpo~C':<. and b~· a 
sen. e of ju tice and of right: and no as persion. howe,·cr 
in famous, no contumely, howe,·er vi IC', no o:-:t nu:i,.:m, how­
ever cold, could turn lhe,.:e from the fullillmeut of what 
they con cientiously he ld :t>" n 'hri tian duty. A pnrt 
of his days toward the c:lo e of hi: cart'cr. ,,·ere :::pent 
with his sou, .J o 1111a, at P endleton . I 11clinn11. nnd a::: age 
and infirmi ty iocrensed, he wn$ mo::;t faithfully and 
tenderly cared for b ,· h i child ren in the home .of hi;; 
son, Dr. Morris Fu~ell , ncnr he~ter 'prings. 'he;;ter 
county, where he d ied 011 the fourteen th of econd mo., 
1871. His mor ta l part was in terred near those of his 
'.111cest?t'S and by Lh e s id e of hi. wi fo, Lyd ia )J. FuvseJI, 
Ill Friend's grave ya rd at P ike ln11d, where formerly 
stoo~ n meeting house, now goue to decn y . 

H is son, J oshun, L. Fu~ e ll, cont ribute · it few inci­
dents which he can remember co1111ectecl wit h the escape 
of fugitive slaves. There was a n old mnn nn.med "Diwy," 
who gained a liveli hood by "el ling peaches, fresh fi~h , 
~nd othe~· commodi ties, p urchased in D elinrnre, and sold 
111 the ne1ghborhood of K ennett Squa re. This person 
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became a very important agent between Thomas Garrett 
and Dr. Fus.sell. H is busine..«s being kn om1 it excited 
no susp icion to sec his frequent journeys to \V ilmington 
and back, nor was there anything remarlrnble in his 
being accompanied by friends of his own color, either 
by day or n ig ht. There can be no doubt that man y 
loads other than fish or peaches, came in the dark from 
Thomas Garrett's to the house of Dr. Fussell, and were 
forwarded by h im in safety. 

One fug itive from the fa t· South, was guided a lone by 
the "dipper." H e kuew there was a lnnd of liberty 
somewhere at the North, and that if he directed h is 
course to the r igh t or to the left, as that constellation 
turned around the polar centre, he would reach the 
]and he sought. This much he seemed to ha\'e knrnt;cl 
even in the darkness of slavery. "Where freedom de­
pended on observation, these bondmen became intense 
watchers of the stars at night. 

A ll who were interroga ted as to why they lef't their 
homes, gave nearly related an wers. In the 111ajori t\· 
of cases it was the fear of being sold to go f'urth~r 
South. Being "sold to Georgia" wn. the terror of 
plantation life, altho11gh the test imony usun 11 y wns 
that very few slaveholders would do this u nl~·s com­
pelled by · needy circumstan ces. H ence the slnYes 
lenrned to look with dismay on extrn,·agances whi ch 
sooner or later would bri11g the anguish of parti ng upon 
themsefres. Some escaped rather than . ubmit to pro­
mised pu nishments. Two good looking women, digni­
fied nod upright in department and con versation , left 
for the most womanly of all reasons. T hey prized thei r 
native purity as highly as do t he most chaste and re-
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fined of their ~ex, and only h~· escaping to a 1nnd of 
freedom, could they presen ·e it . 

One man Iea,·ing the ._outh in mid-winter. had hi 
fi nger frozen so that. the fl c::h \\":15 ::: loughing on: the 
end of the bone- protruding half an inch. ~·ct the idea 
of liberty wa so dcn r to thi;:; man thnt hi:; suflcring 
seemed t1-i\-ial in comparison with the bondnge he hncl 
endured. 

After Dr. Fussell had left K ennett , 'qunre, nucl 
r esided in \Vest Vincent, a for mcrh· mentioned . n girl 
n:rn1cd Eliza came to them. , he h;d been n field hnnd, 
wa · onlv 1 ,·ears of a"e anll w:1::: 11uite m:1sculine in 

J • 0 ' 

appearance. . ' he hnd charge of the hor::e:: belonging 
to her ma ter, a nd being a good rider. :;he one evening 
~clccled n ui table steed, nnd as :;:oon :1 ' it wa:> snfo. 
. tarted nor thward. Pres.;ed hr the foa r of cnpt11re. she 
rode bare-backed, 1ibo11t for t\: mile· that ni•rl1t, and . "' 
towards morning, di 11101111 t ing, she turned the hore 
homeward, hidinr• the bridle to thwart the -wpicion 
that he had ridden the horse aw:l\". Tire1l :is ::>he mu t 
have been wi th her long ride, - i1e k new no re.st, but 
continued her journey on foot, \\·nlking thirty miles by 
even ing, making in nil se\'cnty mil es of't ra\'cl in twcnty­
fo ur hours. . he lh·ed for a con ·idcrnble lime in tho 
fami ly, and proved an cx:eclleut g irl. but wns nt fi rt 
extremely nwkwarcl in lcnrn inO" :11\)"thinrr r1crtaining to 

0 • "' ~ 

housewifery. . 'he wn · never better pleac:ecl than wheu 
permitted to work on the form, nnd, n :1 h:w\'est haud, 
was hard to excel, c\·cu by the stoutest men. H ore be 
became acquainted \\· ith J a me \ Yashingtou, another 
fugitive, and after a t ime the pa ir were ma rr ied at t he 
h ouse of Dr. F ussell, by Friend's ceremony-a marriage 
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certificate being provided for them, signed by the 
r equisite number of witnesses. On the same eyening 
another pair was also united in a similar manner, before 
the same witnesses. In these fones, in Lhe year 1 3 , 
abol tioni ts folt it needful to be extremely chary about 
t rusting magistrates with secret.'> of this or any other 
character pertaining to fugitives, but these ma rriages 
were made s trictly legal by providing a sufficient num­
ber of t rusted friends as witnesses. 

E a rlier than this, another fugit ive seems vividly to 
have imp1·essed the boyish memory of J oshua L . F us­
sell. T his was George H arris, who was remarkable for 
his extraordi na ry qu ali t ies of mind, and for h is indom­
itable perseverance in obtaining liberty. He was rein ed 
in Maryland or Virginia, and had been sold and taken 
to Georgia, near t.he bounda1·y line with F lorida. H e 
was qu ite a young man, but must have been g ifted wit.Ii 
extraordinary geographical powers. ndeten ed by the 
long di. tance t.o be tr:weled on foot, or the p rivations to 
be endured and risks incurred before he could reach 
"l\Iason and Di xon 's line," he star ted 0 11 his journey, 
determined not on ly to attempt the undertaking, but to 
succeed in it. For his g uides, he relied wh olly upon 
the cou rse of ra ilroads running nor thwa rd and upon 
his knowledge of t.h e cou ntry, gained in his compulsory 
journey southward. It is probable that he then had 
escape in v iew, and that all his faculties were ben t in 
one d irection, for so accurate was bis memory t hat he 
could enumerate in successive order every county 
through wh ich he passed, as evinced by tracing h is 
cou1·se upon the map of the country. The narrative of 
h is journey abounded in inciden ts of peril, humor, and 
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even romance so intere:;ting tbn.t the friends who listened 
to it intended to presen·e it. Thi wns, boweYex, never 
done, and after leaving Dr. Fu ~ell' , George Harris 
hired with Pu ey Clam!, near Marlborough l\Ieeting 
House, m1d soon afterward died. 

Among nctive abolition i ts it too often happened that 
one . Lory . ucceeded another wi th great rapidity, while 
the main thought centered upon the snfoty of the narra­
tors. Daily l ife nncl it duties interfered to preYent a 
wri tten record of these narratives, and it is now too late 
to ro.:;lore t hem with any degree of vi,·idoe.ss. Fre­
quently the speed of tran. it did not admit of sufficient 
rlelny to li ten to life hi to ries; nod sometime~ there was 
li ttle to tell except t.hc unconscious heroi rn of escape 
from n system of barbari ty, which li fted 1tbove the com­
mon level of s in.very natures which had been depraved 
by generations of ignorn.nce, submission, nnd all the 
other vices inherent in the system to which they bad 
been subjected. 

JOHN AND IlA.~L''AH P . COX. 

(Joh11 Cox, Born 'l'hird Mo . 12th , li86, D ied Second Mo. 22d, 1880. 
Hn1111nh Pcnreo Cox, Born EleYenth i\To. 12th, 1797, Died F ourlh 
l\Io. Z.llh , l Si G.) 

Longwood, Chester coun ty, being one of the fir t 
stations after leaving Wilmington, J ohn Hnd Hannah 
Cox, with t heir children, were frequently cnlled upon, 
nod generally in the nigh t, to a id fugitives on their wny 
to freedom. This n.id was ever cheerfully, gladly given. 
They fed nil, clothed those who needed clothing, and 
eith-er conveyed or directed them to tntions further 
northward. As it was unsafe to keep them so near the 

:rir* . 

• 
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Slate line, no delay was risked in mo\·ing them north­
ward beyond the p recincts of danger. 

The women and children who were brought to their 
place from \ Vilm iugton, were generally conveyed iu <L 

<learborn by :L colored man ua111ed Jackson. U meu 
were along, and the party small, they rode. ff there 
we re several, the men fo llowed on foot. \Vhen arri\· ing, 
Jack.sou gu.\·e th ree d isti nct mp:; upon the pale-fonce. 
This awakened the family who respouded : " \Vho'i> 
there?" "Friend:;," was the reply. Jackson Lhcn 
immediately turned his vehicle and left. The fugiti\·cs 
were admitted, a good supper given them, and u speedy 
co11 veyaocc furniohed to other fri endis. Thus hundreds 
were aided, and iootancc.; of peril a nd anxiety were not, 
rnre. i\fouy came directly from their owner;:; in D ela­
ware, nlary land, Virginia and North Carolina. F ew 
quest ions were a:>ked beyond what were necessa ry to 
satisfy them,;eh·c.-; that the partico were really fug itives 
from ,;lasery. 

A man aml woman with their child, tired and hu11-
gry, called a.L Lhci r place one night. They had come 
from near Elkton, had ridden one of their ma. ter 's 
horses as far a,; Lhey dare, then traveled tlic rest of the 
wa,y on fooL. They were attired in some of "l\Ia. s:i's 
clo'es." Tho woman wore a pair of hi: fine boots. 
Their reason for lcav iug w:tS u. "font' of being sold to 
go South." They were fed, properly clothed, and as­
s isted furthcl' on Lhcil' j ouruey. 

It was a cw;lom in the • outh to give slaves oucc a 
yea.r a week of holiday in which to enjoy themselves 
without being required to work, a nd to visit relatives and 
fri ends on other pla ntations. Many of them were not 

llA.NNAH COX . 
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r equired to return or to g ive an accoun t of themseh·es 
during that t ime. .As t his week was their own, and 
some of them liked to earn a little spend ing money, 
they r emained and worked; t he masters paying them 
for t he labor. But mnm· felt that as one week of lih­
e r ty in a year wa~ a. g loriou.:: respite from the long 
week s of un requited tn k , a lifet ime of "uch liberLy 
would be better, and t hey took ad,·:in t::ige of thnt tin~e 
to leave for Lhe Nor t h. o, after the holiday- , 11. g reater 
number of fug it ive: were pa~se~ nlong . In after years 
the hiveholders c\i>;con t inuecl this custom. 

lt, \\.11:' after One of th :5e .-en OU~ that two fiue looking 
colored men and a woman came from )farylnud and 
were pn!"sed to other tations. c,·ernl yea r:- nftcr , oue 
of t he men met Rnnuah Cox a t an ant i-s lave ry meet­
ing, and reminded her of the t ime she " helped him lo 
freedom." 

One woman cn 111e there from " ' iJrnington, who wa 
t he sln.ve of }t P re byteriau mi nister . She had been 
kindly trentccl , bu t heard a wh isper in the family that 
he was to be sold next day. , he wn very nen ·ous 

th rough foar that her " kind massa" \YOn ld be afte r her. 
"\Vhi ln she was ec1·eted in the garret, a cnninge droYe 
by which t hey knew wns from ' Vilmington. 

A s soon as it was dark she was ta keu to another 
s t.a.tion nnd rn.pidly sent on to Canada. ext dny they 
heard tlu~t . some persons were in K enuett qnare hunt­
ing a fug itive slave, but could not find her. 

Eig ht ~1:11 cn1uc n,t one t ime, just nfter the passage of 
the" Fugit~vc lave Ln.w." They were in haste to reach 
Philadel~lua to meet another party. There being no 
rn.ilroad .. m the lower partofthecountythen,J. ' Villiam 



276 HISTORY OF THE 

Cox, who wa buL a lad, took f hem Lo "'Vest Chester in 
the night, in t ime to take the first train in the morning. 
As the ho recs were busy he took but one, which he r ode ; 
t he men followed . Before reachi ng \\rest hcsler he 
ha lted and g:L,·e them di rcctious to wnl k by two. at omc 
distance apart, so a; not to excite su. picion nlong the 
!:ltreets ~u1d wh en he anived opposite the depot. he 
wou Id raise hi. hat; the lfrsl two were then to cross Lhc 
t reet and enler the door, the others were to follow. On 

reaching the p lace he gave the s igna l and l'Ode on t.o 
, imon Barnard's to as k if he would go to the depot and 
see t hat the men were started right ly. H e met • imou 
nt the gate, and while talking he \\"fl:; astonished to sec 
s ix .of the men coming up behind him. They hacl nol 
observed the first t.wo ent.er the depot, and had foll ower! 
him. H e garn them al once into • imon's charge and 
lcf't. 

In the s11mn1er of 18.f!), eight men came in the night. 
I t was hay·harn•,;L, and John Cox was needing help. 
Ile kept them in f he ba rn to assist. As soon as one 
cart was loaded it was d riven in , and the man returned 
with the empty one to t he field- John and the boy re­
maiuing in the ham. The men won<lerecl how they 
unloaded ;;;o quickly. But they were men not to be 
trusted with the secret, and it was carqfully kept from 
them. 

One midni ght, i11 1857, they were startled by the sig­
nnl that" Conductor Jackson's" train was at L ongwood, 
with a party that needed immediate assistan ce. They 
comprised eighteen in all, seven men, the rest women 
and children. They had been attacked near Centre­
ville, D el., by a party of Irishmen, whom they took to 
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be kidnappers. They fought desperately ; one of the 
negroes showed a knife with which he had stabbed an 
Irishman. The whole party were intensely excited and 
the fa mily very much alal"lued, not knowing but tlrnt 
t he pursuers were close upon them. A. hot supper .was 
nt once prepared for them, aud as quickly as possible 
they were taken further North . They had not been 
gone more thnn fifteen minutes, when loud talking was 

heard from two carriages coming from toward "'\Yil­
miugton, and one person was heard saying, " "'\Ve' ll 
OYertake them yet." The nnxious fami ly awaited t rem­
bling ly th e return or those who took the slaves, know­
ing well the co11sequences should they be overtaken and 
captured. 

They lea rned nftenrnrds that t he persons who drorn 
by were returning from a party; and that the Irish­
men were not kidnapper s, but lived in the neighbor­
hood, Rnd had gone out to have a little sport on Hallow 
E\·e. The unfortunate one who J"eceived tho injUTy, 
died shortly after in Centreville. 

A slave nnd a free colored man in their employ were 
foddering t he stock one morning at daybrenk, when two 
men in a carriage . topped nem the fodder-stock. One 
excla imed, "thnt is he." At this moment one of the 
men ran to the stack and cauah t the ncCTro who was de-

b 0 

scencling the Jndder, but who happened to be the free 
mau. A shnrp figh t ensued, in which the white man 
1·eceived some seYere injuries. The colored man de­
clared in emphntic language, not wholly in conformity 
with one of the Commandments, that he would shoot 
him. The one in the carriao-e called out "That is not 

b 

Sam." Sam knew his master's vqice and hjd. The free 
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man rnn to the house, got the gun, nnd slnrled in hot. 
pursuit of the men ; but they dro,·e so foFt n!'i lo keep 
beyond the reach ol' his ammu ni t ion. That nig ht the 
Fla Ye le ft for a sa fe r home fa r the r Korth. 

.John and Hannah C.:ox were membe r;; of' the • 'ocictr 
of Fri c>nclF, and were cuduccl with a g rcnt loYc of' 
ju:: ti ec and ri~ht, and a desire to fulfill iu t heir Ji yc:; 
Lhc Di,·inc luw. Jt was this inhe rent principle in 
the duy. of s laYery t hat made aboli t ioni. t. of men and 
wo men who "considered those in chai11s a. bound with 

the m." 
They became in lcrcAccl in auti-:ilavery meetiug;;, and 

from reading the f ,1iberator and hearing Charles C. 
Burleig h in one of his lectures repent \Vhi ttier 's poem, 
"Our F e llow C.:ountry 111c n in Chai n:;," t hey ndvocatcd 
immediate eman cipat ion. They thought wi t h "Wi lliam 
Lloyd Garri,.:11n th:iL whil e lhe s lave was made to work 
unde r the la,.:li, that whi le a hu bnnd was sold by a 
V irg ini a. gcnt1Pn1an to he taken to L ouis iana, children 
Fold to :-;]a Ye-I rad e r" to go under cl illerent master.-, and 
the wifo and 111othcr kep t at h ome to pine in a h oYe l 
made dc::ol:t lc>, lo talk of the gradual extermination of 
th ese e \·ils wa,.; a,.; uuwi. c in principle as " to tell a man 
to mod crulc ly rescue his wifo fro111 the hands of t he 
ra.v ish er, o r t d l Lhe moLhcr to g radually extricate her 
babe from the fire." The burning of P cnnsylvanitL 
Hall , in Philadelphia, on l\Iay 17th, 1838, nud what 
t hey saw and heard t here, arou ·ed them to increased 
in terest and a<:LiYity in the cause. It was there they 
became p c r:;onally acqua inted with Garrison nud t.he 
warm fri endship which began then con tinued <luring 
lifo. He was a frcquenL visitor at their place, especially 
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during the meetings of Progressive Friends at L ong­
wood, as were also Isaac T. Hopper, John G . Whittier , 
Lucretia .i\Iott, ._,arnh Pugh, Abby K elley, Lucy tone, 
1\Cnry Grew, James Russell L owell,. amuel J. l\Iay, 
'Theodore Parker , Rober t Collye r, J nmes Freeman 

'lnrke, a.ud fl. host of others who were interested in the 
progress and e levation of the human family. 

J ohn Cox was Presiden t of the K ennett Anti-s lavery 
• 'oeiety, and both he and his wifo were frequeotl)r sent 

as delegates to Anti-slnYery State nncl National Conven­
tion,,. 

On the cleYenth of Ninth mo. (vcptember), 1 73, the 
fift ieth annive rsary of their wedding wa celebrated at 
their home at Longwood , nnd eighty-two g uests signed the 
cer tificate. .l\Iany of th em were old anti-s]a,·ery friends 
and co-labore1-s in t he n1rious r eforms in which hus­
band and wife were so warmly interested. 

Their friend nnd n eig hbor, Chn.ndler Darl ington, in 
recounting the works of their life in n, poem prepared 
for t he occasion , said: 

'Ve snw yon e1lrl y on the wntch-to w c r 11tnnd, 
\ \"hen Slnvc ry's curse polluted nil the lnnd: 
Y o u•,·e lived to sec thnt b light ing c nrse rem o,·cd, 
And Freedom triumph in th e lnnd yon loved: 
For \\Tomnn's right to c qnnl bo with l\lru1 
You've bo rne the t llnntnnd lnbored in tho , ·n11: 
Nor were you circu111scribell to those nlone; 
The Tc111pcrnnce cnu:ie yon fully mnde y o ur own. 
In works o f Chnrity, nt 01>en door 
Your libe rnl hnncl!! l11wo fre ely served the poor: 
\ Vhere'cr wns sorrow, s uffe ring o r dcspnir, 
Your k indl y sym1111thy wns C\'e r the re. 

Bayard Taylor, whose boyhood's home was near them, 
sent a greeting from Germany, where he was then resid­
ing, in which he said: 
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T here , n3 n boy, DI)" h en r t nncl mind 
Ofl fe el on gen tle r m nnnn, 

• 

For John wns C\'e r lirm nnd kind, 
An•I m o therly WIL'I H nn nnh: 

,\nrl when w ith h opes of hig h er In"· 
T h e nir of home grow worme r. 

H ow m nny n prench or the re I M W ! 

How mnny n fnmed re forml'r ! 

• • • • 
1'or t h ese nlo ne , though nil the lnrnl 

G h ·C<! proi~e where it 11pbmid e1I ; 
T he re wns n e11tl nnd s ilent hn n d 

Your {;hrL~tian courni;:;e aillc d : 
T h ey e11111c l 11 fl'nr,1111d s tmig h t wny found 

Food , re~l . l' t11nnci1mtion: 
T 11 £ 1R u Cox'~ I louse " WtL."i utulc rg round­

A blcutcl ntilwny 11t11tio n ! 

Their poet fr ieud, .J ohn G . \ Vhi t ti cr , who wns unable 
to be presen t, sen t Lhen1 a cong rnLul at ion, in whi ch, re­
ferr ing to th e happy vis it · he hncl made to t heir home, 
a nd to t he congenia l : piri ts "·it h wh om he had there 
m et a n cl con ,·ersed, he f'aid : 

H ow ~lnd l y woulrl r trcn<l ni.:nin t h e ol•I r e 111c 111be red pince!<, 
Sit down l w~i<I<· your hc·nr l h on ce m ore, n 1nl look in t h e dcnr o lLI fnces; 
;\ n d t h a nk ~·011 for the le!<Qon~ )'ou r fl fly yenrs o r e tcnehing, 
F or honest li\'l's thnt lo11tl (' r s peak thnn l111lf o nr nois y prc11eh i11i; ; 
For w o rk• of lo\'(' nml <htly tl111t k n e w n o selfis h end~, · 
For h enrt!I nnd tloor8 set o pe n fo r l h e h o ndninn nn cl hi:; fr ien d !!; 
F o r your 111t•n t1 ~· fai th 1111d co urni;:;e in l h nl dnrk nntl evil l im o 
\Vh e n th e Gol d l'11 Huie """~ lrcn:;on , nnd lo fc<'d the hungi·~· . e r i111c; 
For l h e p oor Hhl\'e'H h o nse of re fuge w h e n the h o u nds w ere on h is 

trnck, · 
A n d ~11i 11t nnd ><inne r. church nntl s tulc , joined h nn tls to send h i m 

bnck. 
Bless ings upon ~·ou ! Whal you did for cnch snd s u ffe ring o ne, 
80 ho111clc~~ nnd fni nt """ nnk ed , unto o ur Lord w ns done! 

S ince then .fo hn and H annah Cox have ceased Lh ei r 
labors upon <':trth. The fruits of their good works re­
main behind t hem; the record of their earnest, fai thful 
lives preceded Lhem into eternity. After a long l ife 

UND E RGR OUND RAILR OAD. 281 

of rare goodness and usefulne..."S, we can but feel assured 
that the M aster's call wns theirs, " Come ye blessed of 
my F ather, inJ1eri t the k ingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the \\·orld," and that n blissfol im­
mor tality is now their glor ious rew1ud. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

$1310:> IlAR:>Ano.-Diffcrcn cc.' Ill K e nne tt Sc111nrc.-l n cidc nl3.- ArrCllt 
or ChnrlCll c. B11rlcii::-h.-Ees1m11;s 13All:'iAFtD.- l rl('idcnts.-Eusc · 
hiu'i R . Ilnr nnrd's tedious jou rn cy.-Eu~cbius Hllrrrnr<l's Min is t ry . 

-'Villinrn Bnrnnrd wit Ir Euscbius and Olhcn1 A>1>1 is ls iu Fo unding 

Society or Pro~rcssivc Fric nds .-Kidn nppi n l{ nt h ouse or :lebulo n 
Thomns. 

. I llfO:\ BA R"N A H D. 

( Born Eil{hlh :\fo. (.\ug us t ) ilh , 1802.) 

Simon Barnard, of Newlin, wns one of the ablest. 
advocates of the anti-sliwery cause within that southcm 
section of Chester county. P osse: ·ing more thnn ordin­
ary mental abili ty, sound in logic, clear and conYincing 
in speech, aDd undaun ted in pu rpose, he was looked up 
to as the leader and pillar of the an ti-: laYery movement. 
in lhnl Yici nity. 

The opponents ofanti-sliwery there had well-grounded 
rea ons, as they thought, for adhering to the claims of 
s lavery. The Constitut ion of the U nited, tatcs gua ran­
teed il ; it w:1s an institution of the . outh, and we had 
no right to meddle with it; sJn,·cry was not so bad as it 
waf' rcprc..,ente<l t.o be ; slaves did uot wa nt to be free 
except a fow who were made dissatisfi ed by nbo li t i o 1~ 
preaching and disturbances ; if they were set free they 
wou Id a ll come No rth ; they were proper ty by inherit­
ance, and belonged to their masters as rnuch us our land 
belonged to us, a'nd the doctrine of 'tates R ights had 
been so well digested and proclaimed in the South, nnd 
d isseminated in the :r orth, that the majority of the 
people felt themselvc.c; absolved from all respon; ·ibilTIY 
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pertaining to it. This was t he firmly maintained public 
opinion which the rising spiri t of abolitionism in and 
nround K ennett Square had to contend against, and it 
r equired a man of Simon Barnard's nerve, intelligence 
and ability as a speaker, to take a position in the van, 
to breast this t ide of opposit ion and subdue its force. 

Meetings were frequently held in that neighborhood, 
addressed by the ablest speakers. In the earlier days 
of the anti-slavery uprising these were but poorly 
attended. Those who were opposed to the n:iovement, 
nncl who should have attended the meetin!!S to know 

b 

whether or not the iugumen ts advanced were valid, 
remained at home, and many of these discouraged others 
from going. S imon Barnard on some ocCRsions traveled 
mnny miles, day and night, to gh·e information of meet­
ings, took speakers to nod from them and was rewarded 
for his labor by an audience ofl ess than a, dozen-nearly 
nll abolitionists- and that, too, at one time, when the 
speaker was the eloquent Charles C. Burleigh. 
. ~e~1old the difficulty of instructing and convincing 
md_1v1duals upon any reform or upon any· subject in 
w~1ch they feel no interest, and upon which they do not 
wish to be con-•;riuced. 

At that t irne the church, of a ll denominations, con­
demned the movement as fnnntical and incendiary. 
And the church sways a power like Ar chimedes' lever. 
But ~o great reform, however snlutary, no great first 
s top m the ad vancement of science calculated to benefit 
th.e human family in its entirety, has eyer been adopted 
without eru·nest opposition. Even the broad doctrine 
o: Christianity, of salvat ion through J esus Christ, was 
bitterly opposed, and J esus was put to death. Men and 
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women have been tortured upon the rack, buffeted in 
the street:;, and h:we had their tongue,; pierced wi th red 
hot irons fo r preaching religious doctrines clilforent 
from the belief of other,;. Michnel . ervetus and J ohn 
R ogers were both burned to death fo r thi;; oAbnse. 
Galileo was imprisoned and threatened with death for 
teaching the theory of the earth's motion. Harvey lost 
a g reat portion of hi · practice fo r n. time after he pub­
lished ti Treatise upon hi D iscoYery of the Circulation 
of the B lood. H e was defamed by eminent professors 
and by the older members of the profession generally. 
J cnoer was stigmatized for int roducing vaccination, 
doctor,; refused to try it, and it was denounced from t.hc 
pulpit as " diabolical." Frank lin had evil thing;; said 
of him fo r in tc:rfcring wi th heaven's lightning, in at­
tracti ng it from its course and making it to lie down 
harmlc:-:; at his foet. \Ve are not to wonder then that 
abolitionist were reviled throughout the whole country, 
mobbed in the No rth, aud tarred and fca,t,hered in the 
South for l,!d vocatiug freedom to the negro. The piri t, 
of denun ciation is not confined to any age of the world , 
nor to any race or sect of people. B ut Progre"S is a 
Jaw of ~aturc, stamped upon our being by the hand of 
D eity, a nd cannot be inhibi ted or r epressed. Radical 
thinker,; arc necessary fo r the enlightenment and ad­
,·ancemeut of C\·ery age, and the slow und deliberative 
r easoni ng of conser vatives is oft-t imes csscntin.l to the 
mod it)" ing and maturing of original thought. H ence 
nll fill impor tant niches in the onward progress of the 

world's events. 
As it is not to be expected~tbat all will see and believe 

a like a t t he same time, a r espectful consideration for the 

\ 
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h onest views of others is ever due from man to roan. 
And as relig ious b eliefi; and tenets are always dear to 
those who espouse them, it was as painful ~ cow·se of 
action for the reformatory Friends in K ennett SquaTe 
and the Yicinity who sought, by ex t raordinary and ulb·a 
means, to ameliorate the condit ion of humanity, to 
absolve themselves from allegiance to their former re­
lig ious ties, as it was for those who remained within the 
pale of the church to disown from membership their 
former co-laborers. 

Times since then have changed. A new era has 
dawned upon our nat ion . Difforcnces haYe been settled. 
Over all t he past the veil of charity should now be 
tenderly drawn , and the warm hand of Joye and friend­
ship be cordially and tenderly extended. 

The house of Simon Barnard beiuo- on the direct line 
"' of" underground " travel, was an asylum for the hunted 

slave on his perilous uocturnal j ourneyings toward the 
North Star and freedom. Hundreds received the usual 
n.ttention, were harbored, fed, clothed and forwarded to 
other friends. But sca rcely any r eminiscences can be 
given in detail. Seuecy in the work was the one great 
feature, and n ot to know or remember too much was one 
of the essentials. The younger members of the fam ily 
were exhorted to silence. They would hear whisperings, 
sometimes see colored people ; the Yery atmosphere 
seemed laden with an impressive hush ; then soon, all 
was again as usunl. 

The effort was to pass all fugitives along as quickly 
as possible. Simon Barnard kept a huge, two-horse, 
close-covered wagon, which was called " Black Maria," 
and by hanging a quilt close to the front seat where he 
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sat, he could carry ten or a do7.cn men, women and 
children , with several babies, well concealed. H is fenr 
always was t hat the ba b ies wou ld cry . But the women 
seemed to have an as tonishing power in stop ping their 
c ries. The momen t one would begin, it wn. ilcnccd ns 
if by magic. This was a for tunate circumstance, for hnd 
t he li t tle ones c t·icd when passing t h roug h a village a t 
midnigh t , or by a hotel where, pe rchance, a . hwc-hunler 
was sleeping, as was. ometimes Lh c case, the ·ucccss of the 
undt r tnking would have been seriously endnngcrccl. 
l\1arsha ll ton , D owningtown and \Vest Chester " ·ere in 
his direct r ou tes to other station . 

A pa r ty of t.hirteen came to • imon B arnard's house 
o ne night and were taken to Kathan Enrns. The men 
wer e well armed. The re was cause fo r apprehension ns 
t hey passed through W est Ch~·ter at mitlnight, bu t nll 
we re delivered sa fely . 

A par ty in a wagon of pecu liar construction whi ch 
wa.-; cas i 1 y t racked, nrri ved ltt one t i me at his place in 
~ewlin . He p iloted them to J ohn Vickers by way of 
I saac ::\[ercdi t h',;, ta king I saac with him through !lfar­
shulltou . Thia ride was in t he very fn ce of most immi­
n ent r i:;k, for s lave-catch ers we re in close pursuit­
somcwhcre in the neighborhood, they knew not where. 
I t \VH S di scover ed afte rward that they 11ad stopped for 
t he nig h t at a tavern in Marshallton , and " ·ere quietly 
sl eep ing th ere when the par ty passed by the house. [A 
further d escription of them is gi veu iu the account of 
J ohn V ick ers.] 

So close was the chase sometimes that Simon thought 
i t best to encumber bis proper ty that it might be un­
a vailable for damages to slave p 1·operty. 
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On one occa ion , Charles C. Burleig h was a rrested 
'.n Ox.ford and sen t to jail in W est C hester . H e wa 
10 custody of a con table passing through U niomille, 
wh en word \rn sen t to 'irnon Barna rd, \\'ho immediately 
stn~ted, ultho~gh the roads were deep wi th mud. H e 
nnwed there JU ta the door of the jail was a bout t o 
close u pon Burleigh, and took him ou t of custody on ba il. 

Burleigh deeming hi~ mission a t O xfo rd ~ished, 

r: pented his offeu ce by preaching aboli t ion and selling 
l11s tracts t here 01~ the nex t. unday . H e was r e-a rrested , 
und ou the evcnmg of a bi tter cold clay, he and the 
Oxford constable droye up to imon B nrnard's com­
fo rtable house, n ea rly perished-both nearly frozen . 
T.he ludicrous p a r t of the scene wns k eenly relished by 
S imon, who used to say that instead of the constable 
taking Bw·leig h to jail, Burleio-h W"., conductin <>" the 
f "' . .., l:> 
rozen officer to the house of h i fri eud, where they were 

both kindly treated to a warm supper, lodg ing and 
breakfast; not only they but their horses. N ex t morn­
ing they d epa r ted, and 'imon humor ously remru·ked 
afterward that he was left in doubt n to whether the 
cons~able took B urle ig h , or Burleig h took the constable . 

H is ho1:n~ w.as the frequent visiting place of t]rn emi­
nent aboht10rnst::; of those times, then unpopular, but 
no\~' renowned, such as I saac T. Hopper, Edmund 
Qumcy, \ViJliam Lloyd Ganison , 'Yendell Phillips, 
Theod ore P arker, J ohn G . 'Vhit tier Frederick D ou o-1ass , l:> , 

Chades C., William and Cyrus Burlei<>"h James Russell 
L owell, Lucretia l\Iott, J oshua R. Giddi~gs, and others. 

In bis humani tarian labors he wus warmly seconded 
by his wife, a woman of superior intelligence and cha rac­
ter. She died in March , 1881. 



288 IDST ORY OF THE 

, imon Bnrnnrd, a sou of J o .. eph Barnard, nnd his 
wi fo, ~Iary :Meredith, wns born in Newli n, Chester 
coun ty, E ig hth mo. (A.ugu t) 7th, 1 02, on :mccstrnl 
lands acqu ired in 1726 by Hichnrd Barnard, thesccoud, 
who was a son of the emig rnnt ancestor who arrived 
here in 1685. 

In Tenth mo., 1827, he ma rried arah, <laughter of 
Emanuel and l\fartha Darlington, of East Bradford. 
In 1852 they remo\·cd to " 'est Chester, and in 1863 to 
P hil adelphia, where he still r esides in the enjoyment of 
good heal th. 

H e was engaged in farm ing unt il nbout his fiftieth 
year. In \ Vest Chester he eugnged in the lu mber busi­
nes::; and the building of houses ; nnd in Philadelphia 
in the mauufocturiug of bricks by stcnm nnd in real es­
ta te inve. Lmcn ts. H e is now enj oying in retiremen t the 
fru its of a n active li fe. 

T he Ba rnards were a ll a boli t ionist: . R ichard l\I. 
Harnar<l, n brother of Sirnon, nnd occupying an adjoin­
ing farni, rendered . ome effocti,·e service to fugitive 
s laves, but he was more of a poli ticia11 in those days, 
a11cl more conserva tive. H e was a representa tive in the 
L c.ri::;bture at H arrisburg in 1837-38. H e was a ,., 
prominen t a nd in fluent ial man of the neighborhood, 
and was much relied upon as an umpire in disputed 
que.-> t ions, being a clear-hended accountant, mathemati­
c in11, surveyo r, con veyancer and man of a ffa irs. 

E USEBTUS B AHNARD. 

(13orn Sc,·cnth Mo nt h (.Jul y) IS02.-D ic<l ISG.5.) 

\Vhen the number of slaves that were forwnrdeu by 
D an iel Gibbons Lo friends in L ancnstar county and the 
northern part of Chester coun ty, and by Thomas Gar-

• 

EUSEBIUS BARN ARD. 
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rett to Philadelphia and other places, became so great 
as to necessitate another route throuah Chester county, 
~~1seb ius and , nrah P . Barnard, ;f Pocopsin, .were 
among the first to mnke their r esidence nn estab!Jshed 
station on this new liue of travel. Slnse.s cnme to their 
place chiefly from Thomas Gan ett, I saac and Dinah 
Mendenl~all , ~r. Bartholomew Fussell ~nd oth;1D If 
they Rrrived rn the enrly part of t he mght, they we.re 
fod, and about t wo o'clock in the mornina were tRken to 

0 

other stntions, geuerally by Euscbius him elf, until his 
sons were old enough to be sent on these hazru·dous 
missions. Du1·ing bis absence on one occasion, bis wife 
senL Lhcir oldest daughter Elizabeth. If fugitives ru·­
ri\·cd in busy sea ons, or at other times when their labor 
would be of sen ·ice, !lDd 'there ,ms no immediate dan­
ger, they remained a few days, worked, and were p~jd 
the customary wages. If ' rnmen and children came, 
they were taken in a dearboru to other places. If there 
were no children along and the fuaitives were able to 

. ' 0 

walk, they were taken part way to some other station, 
generally to ·William ugar, six miles distant, and 
g iven a slip of paper containing his name, and direc­
tions how to find his place. 

Seventeen men came on foot one evening, when no 
one was at ho1ue but the daughters and the youngest 
son, Enos. H e knew where his uncle William Barnru·d 
l ived, and being just old enough to ride a horse, he 
mounted one and rode in front of the men to the place, 
and del ivered his charge safely. 

A party of six: or eight came one First-day (Sunday) 
morning, juit as the family wer e starting for meeting . 
Euseb ius and his brother ' Villiam were on a religious 

N 
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v isit to Ohio, and were expecting some of tho fam ily to 
meet them on their return to D owningtown the next 
day. Upon the oldest son, Eusebius R., now de,·olved 
the task of conducting these passengers. I t was some­
what hazardous to venture out with them at thnt 
ti me of day, but he loaded some in a dear­
born so as to gi,·e them t he appearance of going 
to a colored Quarterly :Meeting, then in session near 
by. The balance of the party were to walk far 
enough behind Lo keep in sight of tho denrborn, wh ile he 
rode on h orse-back some distance in advance. H o took 
them to Dr. E shleman's, left the horse thet·o which he 
rode, and r eturned with the dearborn. They met n 
great number of persons, but no one suspected tha.t the 
load of dusky humani ty which passed, wore passengers 
on the "Underg round Railroad," traveling in open 
daylight, with their conductor in front, piloting them 
with as much calmness as though he were riding on an 
ordinary enand. On the fo llowii;ig day tho dearborn 
was dri ,·cn lo Downing town, Eusebius and \Villiam re­
t urned in il, and the horse was r idden home from Dr. 
E shleman's house. 
~ tho 27th of October, 1855, whi le a number of 

friends were assembled at Longwood to level th e ground 
and make arrangement.'> for buildiJlg sheds, a party of 
eleven came there from "Wilmington:; they were kept 
until evening, " ·hen E usebius took them home with him, 
gave them supper ~nd lodg ing, and iit two o'clock: next 
morning senL Eusebius R. with them to D owninoto\\7ii\ 
To avoid su:;picion wh ich so many in one gang :t that 
place 'rould excite, he was d i1·ected to divia. tho party 
before reaching there, to take those in the denrborn to 

SARAH P. BARNARD. 
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Zebulon Thomas, and send the others on foot to Dr. 
E shleman. A rri,·ing at a wood neal' the town, he 
separated them as directed. \ Vhen he arri,·ed at Zebu­
lon Thomas's house and Zebulon saw the numbe1· he 
had, he advised him not to stop a moment, but to kelilp 
on toward J ohn Vickers. Eusebi u remarked that he 
thought he had gone far enough, but Zebulon, knowing 
the risk of delay just then, r eplied, "·w e cannot talk 
now, this is a very dangerous pro· la,yery place ; keep 
on and I will gear up and OYertake thee soon." A13 he 
was starting he saw the remainder of the party still 
following him. \Vhcther they had foi led to comprehend 
his directions, or were afraid to go without a guide, or 
were unwilling to be separated from the others, he could 
not devise, and he began to tell about them. Zebulon 
quickly interrupted him and told him to go on and he 
would attend to them. H e droye on some distance to a 
suitable place, where he waited unti l Zebulon with his 
colored men came up with the others, and took them on 
toward John Vickers' place. Returning to Thomas's, 
he ate hfa breakfast, had his horses fed, nnd then started 
homeward, r ejoiced that he had passed them so fa r in 
safety . 

..----This party left theix master's plantation in Maryland 
1 about eight o'clock the night before, taking with them 

a couple of two-horse carriages, and arrh·ed in Wilming­
ton early next morning. They went immediately to 
Thomas Garrett's. H e told them to leave the horses 
hitched on the street, while he conducted them quickly 
out of town, and directed them up the K ennett "pike," 
to f\·iends at L ongwood. Their meeting with a number 
of them together at tha.t place was casual. 
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About eleven o'clock T homns Gnrrett pnssed along 
the street nod called attent ion to the horses ; said they 
looked in bad condiLion, and wondered whose they were. 
N 0 one knew, but some ob!'crved that they had seen 
them there since early in the morning. H e suggested 
their being taken lo a stable and cared for. P erhaps 
some peo ple had stolen them in the night nod d riven 
them to \ Vil mington for a ride, or for some other pu r­
pose. If t he owner:; should call they cou ld be told 
where to find them, nnd the matter be explained. The 
crowd wh ich had then co llected thought this the best 
thing to do, as the horses looked bad ly in need of 
provender. The news soon spread over town. In the 
afternoon the slave-hunters came, and were told where 
the horses were. T hey supposed then that the slaves 
were h idden somewhere in the town, and would be 
crawl ing out of t heir coYcrts nt night. o every sus­
pected place was well watched-Thomas GarreLt's i11 
part icu la r. T he hunters remained in town a clay or 
two ancl continued :rn assiduous and determined search , 
but hea r ing no tidings whatever of their slaves, they 
a.bando ncd their efforts and returned home. 

The fugit ives reached the home of Gracennna Lewis 
and sisters, where they were separated and forwarded 
on di fferent roads toward Canada. 

-----:;\.bout the middle of l\farch 1861, two women, both 
somewhat crippled, with four children, were brought to 
Euscbius Barnard's place late in the evening. The 
reasons given for lea.ving their mas ter , were that one or 
more of the chi ldren were about to be sold, and that in 
their own crippled condition they could not pei·form .the 
task:.; g iven them each day without great fatigue and 
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sufle ring. They were given food and comfort.able beds. 
At two o'clock in the morning Eu ebius R. was called. 
H e had retired early in the evening, before the party 
arrived, as he had to prepare n lecture next day to 
deliver at the close of the se...c::sion of Fainrille Seminru·y 
which he was atteodu1g, five miles from home. 

It was the custom to select one or two members of 
each class to give a lecture on Commencement Day 
upon such subject as the profe...c::sors might select. One 
h our was allotted to each class for this purpose. The 
subject g iven to E usebius R. Barnard was Electricity. 
Being called at two o'clock, the holll" invariably fixed 
for star ting with fugit ives, he knew well what it meant. 
He was always willing to rise at nigh t and do whatever 
was asked of him, but having only three days left of the 
session, and that being the last day of the week, on 
which they had but few lessons to recite, he wished to 
devote the whole day, as ide from the time required for 
those lessons, in p reparing himself to meet the large 
audience which always assembled on those occas ions, to 
give an instructive lecture in a clear manner, nod to 
make it st ill more interesting by illustrating different 
parts of it with appropriate apparatus. He therefore 
nsked to be ex cused from going that morning. But 
excuses were vain. The demand was absolute. The 
women and children had to be hurried aloncr as fast as 

0 

possible, und n o one could then go in his stead. F or once 
he arose with reluctance, and mused pensively oYer the 
gloomy prospect of preparing his lectu1·e thnt day. 

He took them to the nearest station, one to which he 
seldom went, thinking if they could be received there it 
would enable him to return soon. But peculiar circum-
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s tances just then made it impossible fo r the fami ly to 
give any assistance at that time. H e went to another 
place, which formerly wns a good station, but the 
member of the fam ily who hnd g iven it hi p erson a l 
supenrision fo 1· years, ha.Ying r ecent ly died, the others 
did not feel ea. y to undertake the continuance of the 
work. This second refusal came to him like ft stunning 
blow. H e knew not what to clo nex.t. H e was off his 
usual route. It wns then breakfas t time, nnd he had 
b een travelling since two o'clock through deep, muddy 
roads. H e wns asked to get out and take breakfast, but 
h e declined. The women were in vited; they accepted. 
But he was n ot in a mood to wait for them. H e said 
they were cripples and bundled up, and it would take 
too long for th em to get out and cat. The fam i 1 y I hen 
brought victuals out to them, nnd a plate for hi m. But 
h e again declined, say ing" he co uld not cat an ything; 
it would ch oke him." The di~appointment t hnt morn ing 
had spoi led his :ippctitc. H ewn· in a complete di lcmnm 
ns to what to do. H e inquirccl for n place he hacl fre­
quently heard his mother speak of. The famil y ach·iscd 
him not to go there, but directed him to a pc r:<o n in 
Coatesville. H e pers isted in going to the n earest place. 
Again they advised him not Lo go, but g1tvc no reasons. 
But he wanted to unl oad qu ickly and get home, and 
was therefore willing to risk more than u. ual. H e went 
there. H e was not acquain ted with any of the family. 
H e ask ed first for the man; was told he wa::i not a t 
h ome. Then he asked fo r the witc, to whom he told his 
errand. S he would not accept the fu gitives. H e begged 
h er to accomodate him that time. But she still r efused, 
as ther were not in that business and didn't wish to 
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begin it. On his way out the lane he met n man whom 
he suppo ed to be the one he wi hed to ee ; but he wn 
nfrnid to impor tune nny fu r ther, nnd JHtS<:cd ilcntly by. 
In a few days Eu ·ebiu · Barnard r ccci,·cd a note from 
this mnn requesting him not to end an~· more fugith·es 
to his place as he did not ,frh to identify himself with 
the work. 

Thus disnppointcd nt eYery ~tep, Eu:.:ebiu R. Barnard 
sta rted next for th e place of their old, tried nod true 
fri end, Dr. E hlcmau. I t wa nearly night when he 
arrived there ; neither he nor hi horses haYing eaten 
anything all dny. \Vhile dragging a long a t a slow, 
la.bored gait, through the deep, hen" y mucl, he met n. 
strnnger who look ed scrut inizingly nt him, and then 
peering into the wagon, ll'ked whnt he hnd there. F ear 
for r~ n1oment t ingled through cYery ncn·c. H e imagined 
the man must be n. sla.ve-huu tcr, for h e could not suppose 
tha.t any other tranger would h:we the nuclncity to net 
in that manner. He gn.ye n shor t nn~ wcr, nnd drove on 
with apparent unconcern. The inquisiti,·c ~trangcr 

stood there for awhile gazing at him, nnd then started 
off, much to the relief of Eusebiu ' mind. 

It was nearly nigh t when h e r eached Dr. E shlcnrnn 's. 
H e related his day's t ribulations to th e good doctor, who 
told him to unload nncl h e would take ea re of the party. 
These were the most j oyous word that foll upon his 
en.rs that day. 

' ' J oy n e ,·er feasts so h igh , 
As when lhe first cou rse is o f misery." 

After the women and children were tnken into the 
house, he was asked to stay, have supper, and let his 
horses be fed. H e accepted the invitn.tion for the horses, 
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but declined for himself. The fatigue and disappoint­
men ts of the day had destroyed all appetite. 

H e had now but two days left in which to prepare 
h is lecture, in connection with other schoo l le· ons. .But 

" J,ike n bnll thnt bo unus 
Accorui 11g to lhe force with wh ich 'twns thrown ; 
So in n Oliclio n 's viole nce, h e thnt's wise, 
The more he's en.st down will the hig her rise." 

H e appli ed hi mself with redoubled energy, and when 
the day a rrived he and another student, who " ·as 
at the same t ime a teacher of some bmnchc. , were to 
occupy the hour allotted to that class. Eu cbius was 
called fi rst, nlt.ho11gh he wished the tcnchcr to lead off in 
the p rogramme. T remblingly, but trust.fill ly, he stcppccl 
upon the rostrum and faced hi s audience. 

H e expounded the prin('i plcs and p ro pert ic•,.: of" elec­
t ricity, illustrating the l<'clurc wit.h the apparat u:-; at. liis 
command ; nor was he con,.:ciom: of how ti111<' wa:-; pass­
ing until nearly the whole hour was ton:-:1111w11. 'l'li c 
second speaker had i;car('cly lini hcd hi,.: cxorcliu111 
when the bell tapped, ann oun cing the expirat ion of the 
t ime- much to t he disappointmen t of the lat lcr a. he 
had prepared with great care a very clnlioratc speech 
for t.hc occasion. 

Th is terminated the labors of E uscbiuH Barnarcl in 
the U nderground Rail road work. These wen' the last 
fugit ives that called on him for assistance. The war 
broke out soon after and he lived to sec the g lorious 
work accomplished- the aboli tion of ~la ,·cry-for 
which he had given his t ime, labor and rn oney fo r ii 
number of years. 

L ike a ll others on regular routes he had passed hun­
dreds on their way to freedom. 

! 
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The old hou e i still tanding, and the kitchen floor 
upon which so many fogit iYes lny and ~lept upon comfort­
able beds waiting for the "two o'clock A. :\I. train" to 
lea.,·e, frequently calls up reminiscence~ of by-gone times. 

E usebiu Barnard was a "recommended mini ter ., in 
the ociety of F riends, and a member of .Kennett 
l\Iouthly Meeting. He poke at nnti-slayerr nnd tem­
perance meetings, and preached against tl;o cYils of 
slnvery and intemperance in the meet ings for worship 
in t.hc ociety. H e wa di owned from membership 
along with \ Villinm Barnard, I s:1ac and Dinnh :l\[ende11-
h111l, Lane Meredith nnd other reformers. He then 
uni ted himself with the Progres'-iYe Friends. At the 
close of the wa r when slaYcry wn no longer :m ex­
citing topic, and Friends were no longer exercised upon 
the subject, he wa about asking to be again taken into 
membership wheu he died. 

His -first wife, nrah Painter, wa nn excellent 
woman and united wi th him in all hi reli~iou and re­
formatory labors. His second wife nrnh

0

11Iar"h was 1 . , , 
a so m sympathy with him in nil the good works that 
charact:l'ized his life. Thus two congenial compnnions 
were fa ithfu l helpers to him in the perfor mance of his 
life's mission. 

WILLIAM B~'NARD. 

(llor1(Fourth !\lout h lGth , 1800.-Died Fir.it M o uth 22nd, lSGi.) 

fumia.m Barnard, of Pocopsin , Chester county, be­
gan assisting slaves about the year 1 40. T hey came 
to him ch iefly through the hands of Thomas Gnnctt 
and Dr. Fussell, and were from Delftware, .l\Iaryland, 
Virginia, and as far South ns Georgia':l ' Yhen they 
were on foot, and were asked how they :f'Ound b is place 

~ , 
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they said "they followed the star by day and sle1~t in 
the woods or in the houses of colored people by 01ght, 
and were directed from place lo place until they 
reached there." They were ,·cry guarded in convcr~n ­

t ion until assured, when talking with ·William, lhnt he 
was ":Mnss:t Barnard," when they wou ld tell him 
" \Ve'se some cul'ludfolk:goiu'North." If it was in the 
ea rly part of the night, they were gi,·cn a. good !'upper 
and beds, a nd slarted again on their jou rney before 
daylight. If very weat·y from traveling :i Long cli :! l:.111cc, 
t hey were k ept u11 til next night. "\Vomc11 and children 
were always brought and taken in covered \rngons. If 
there were reports of close pursuit they were sent on­
ward withou t delay. 

After the enactment of t he Fugit ive• ' \aye L:iw, three 
rough looking men drove up in front of Lhc house, 
whose derueanor arou>'ccl ,.;uspicion that they were look­
ing for negroer. There were six: co ncealed i11 the house 
a.t thnt t ime. These were hurried out t i ll' back-door 
into a wheat-field, wliile \Vill iam cngagc·d the meu in 
con versa ti o 11. 

Immediately nf'i.er the Christiana. riot., when th ' whole 
country was aroused, the vicini ty of the lragecly in a 
state of excitcmcn t, an<l the negroes a rnu nd there were 
hunted in every direction, a number ol' them came to 
\Villiam Burna rd's a lmo:t crazed with fr:ir, a ncl asked 
for protection. They had t raveled all nig ht. A good 
bre[Lkfnst was gi vcn t hem, nnd as houses affo rclC'Cl hut. 
doubtful securi ty then from offi cers with >'cartl1 \rn1Taul:;, 
they were put into shocks of corn-fodder in an adjacent 
field. Next nigh t t hey were taken further fro m the 
scene of disturban ce. 
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\..-William Barnard was a mnn of \\"'nrm, socinl nnture, 
strongly attached to fri ends, nnd, ha Ying a ChrU inn 
love for the whole human family, hi, desire a lways wns 
to promote their best in terest nnd happine_ . 

Firm in hi adherence to what he belie,·ed to he 
right, con cieot ious in his bu inc~ relation. nnd k eenly 
alive to the wrongs of hn-cry, he nhstai necl from the 
use of all art icles produced by the unpaid lnhor of' the 
. lit\"e. 

Beiug dcscc11ded from n long line of Qunkcrance~try , 

his love fo r that 'ociety wa. _trong; but when they 
were unwill ing to adYaoec n for 11 he in works of 
mornl reform, hi:; foc ling of u nity with them began to 
wa ne, and by an act of the Society. he. with _cvcrnl 
others of u reformatory pirit, ccnsecl to be members. 
H e then gase h is support in organizing the vocicty of 
Progressive F7iends. . 

H e wns a sincere ceker a fte r truth , nncl nlwnys wel­
comed to h is home and hear t all who ought to promote 
the higher culture of' humanity, howcyer much their 
views migh t difler from his owu. 

"No sou l cnn ~onr too lo Oil y whose nim 
111 Gotl-gh·c n Truth 1111tl b r o ther IO\'O of 1111111. '' 

H e "·as twice mn uied, his second wife bciug 11 s ister 
of that eamest pioneer in the ant i-slavery cau e, B enjn­
min Lundy. 

The name of Zebulou Thomas, (Bom 17 1- D icd 
1865), oecurs several times in this history. His house in 
Downingtown was the scene of one of the most infa mous 
cases of ki<lnnppiug that ever took place in P ennsyl­
vania. This event occurred early one morning in the 
F ourth Month (April) of 1848. The colored boy had 
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just arisen, opened the house and was kind ling the fire 
when tbr<?e white men entered. Frigh tened at. their 
appearance he ran and hid. T aking the ligh ted candle, 
t hey went up stairs directly to the chamber where t.hc 
poor g irl ln.y sound asleep. They lifted her f rom the 
bed a nd carried her down stairs. In t he ent ry of t,110 

second fl oor they met one of the " ·omen who, hearing 
an unusual sound, h ad sprung from her bed. H er 
screams)n<l t hose of the g il'l , aroused Zebu lon, who 
hurried , undressed, from his chamber on t.hc g round 
fl oor. H e endeavored to save t he g irl, bu t his effor ts 
were po werless against the tlU'ee. \ Vith fri gh Ll'ul im­
preca t ions t hey hurried her to the carriage " ·hi ch was 
in wai t ing, a nd dro,·e ofl'. Q uickly :ti' po:<siblc he 
started in pursui t. R eaching \ \.est 'hc;; tcr he learned 
thnt t hey h ad dri ven t hrough the borough in a Lwo­
horse veh icle at, full i<pccd :L half an hour befo re. 

Tbis stealing of the girl must haxc hccn concocLcd , 
a nd the carry ing oul of the plan aided by pcr:on · well 
a cqua in ted wi th t he premi:es and t he Lown. And n 
knowledge of t he scheme was not con fi ned to t hose who 
came to the house, as three or fo ur men of' t hat v il lage 
took a position in a ba rn close by, to " sec the fun." 

Throug h the effor ts of many fri end , LhiH un fo rtunate 
child was rescued fro m the hands of Hla,·c-trndcr: in 
Baltimore and, wi th her mother , w11s afl.0.rn·nrcl helped 
on to the Nor th. ·when Zebulon Thomas's family lnst 
heard from mother and daughter , t hey were living in 

Canada . 

CH A PTER XVI II. 

I SAAC A.so Tll All A7.1.st: P . :lfEREDrT11.-:\lonDr.C.\l .\ .SD E.:.TIJ ER JIA\'ES. 

-;\fA llLO.S A.SD A ltOS PH E:!:J"TO.S.-C ll A.SDLE I< A.SD FlA.S.SAU ;\(. DAI<· 

Ll.SGTO.S.-IlE.SJAltl.S A.SD H A.S.S.\ 11 • • K EST.- .\ Lnrgo Porty o f 

F'u~i l ivC<J.- E.soc 11 L EWI::!.-Couscicnt ions Lnbors.-Hcclecms n 
Xcgro nL C: rca\t Hi11k. 

fR AA C .\XO T II.Df.\ 'l. l :\ C: P . MEREDI 'I'II. 

(J snnc i\lcrcclit h , Born Eleve nth M o. t th , ISOJ.- Oicd Xinlh :Ito. 2St h , 
ISi·I.) ('l'h o 111117.inc P . :'ll c rcdilh. Dom First ::'Ito. 11th, I I'.!. ) 

The home of T nne nod Tlrnmnziue P. l\Ie rcdith, 
N ewli n Che tcr county wa~ itunted in a secluded spot, ' . ' 
and therefore postessed rare adnrntages a~ a sta ti on for 
t he aid of "God 's P oor " to freedom. 'la yes were 
brought there from Thomas G arrett, J ohn Cox, imon 
and " ' illiam Barnnrd, l\Ioses nnd ._nnrnel P ennock, 
Dr. F ussell , nnd frequently from other places; and were 
general ly taken to Dr. E shl eman, G rnveuer Mnrh, 
B enjn1uin Price, J ohn Vickers, Nathan Enrns u11d 
Maris \ Voodw::ird. 

S imon Bnrnarcl freq uen tly brough t t hcrn pnrt " ·1iy, 
th en gave them n slip of paper with writing to show 
they were not imposters. Isaac l\Ieredith, or some other 
trusted person, took them to other stnt iou , or so far on 
the w1iy as to obviate the necessity of their mnking any 
enquiries along such sections of the r ou tes as were kn own 
to be h ostile to them. 

Ther e were more arrivals in winter thnn in summer. 
Scarcely a week passed during tha t season in which one 
or more "trains " did not arrive with passengers leaving 



302 H I STORY OF THE 

the pleasant breezes of t he South fo r a more rigorous 
clima te N or tb, tha t t he natural rights and blessings of 
liber ty migh t be enjoyed by themselves and their child ren . 

A s lave woman was at oue t ime broug ht by her mis­
t ress to Wilmington. ·while in the back yard adjoining 
T homas Garr ett's residence, his h ired g irl told her thnt 
if she wished to be free, she could be. • he accepted tho 
oAer, and was taken to D r. Bartholomew .Fus~cll , from 
there to Isaac :Mered ith nud thence to J oseph Hawley's 
house, where she hired. •'he soon became discontented 

0 11 account of her husbnnd and child, whom she had left 
behind. She " wanted to go back to massn," fo r, she 
said, " we' ll a ll be free so me t ime ; we'se a ll prnyin' fo r 
it; and we'se sure de L ord will set us free soon. I knows 
he will ; he wil l hear; 'cause we'se a ll pra~· in." • he went 
back , but the family nc,·cr heard from her al'Lerward. 

, ' ix large, st rong men , were broug ht. lo f:;nac l\Icre­
di th 's house at one time by W illi am Barnard. They had 
escaped from l\Iaryland, had been pur,;ued and shot 
at , and the bu llet-holes in their coats aLLested to the 
proximity of t lic death-dea ling missiles to their bod ies. 
Isaac Meredi th ancl L ewis l\[u r:;hnll look them to a 
station fur ther nor th ward . 

:Many fug it ives when arriving were wea ry nud ex­
hausted from an x iety and rapid flig hl. If immed iate 
danger was not apprehended, they were kept a few dnys 

to r est. 
J oh n Cox's train , co nducted by his sou , J. \ Vill iam, 

frequent ly came well laden. H e announced his anival 
by a ra p a t t he door; and when cal lecl to from u. win­
dow above "vVho's t here?" replied in his fall!ilia r, 
cheerful style, " ·wi ll Cox ; got a wagon Janel." 

l 

A, 
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One cold November night about tweh-e o clock, be 
brought fifteen men, women nnd children cold buno-p-, , 0 J 

and excited. They bad come from D elnware City, nnd 
were brought to J ohn 'ox' by " onductor Jackson,' 
who droYe fa t with the wome~ :111d children while the 
men nm. T he women nt J ohn Cox· prepared a hot 
sub~t:1 n lial supper for them, but they were nfra id to 
tnke l ime to cat. They warmed thcmsch- ~ while the 
horses were being harne.&$r.d to a la rge denrborn. T he 
moment he drove up to T ·aac nnd Thamnzine ::\Icredith'. 
hou e, their 0 11 who had bceu away, returned. The 
fugiti\·cs were afl'rightecl, th inking he wn- one of their 
pursuers and had overta ken t hem. And he, just being 
able in the dnrknes...; to d i-ti ng ui"h a dem·boru and per­
son~ moving hurriedly :u ound it, thoughL they were 
r obbers. Both pa rties were fo r the in tant surprised, 
nnd noL a little d isconcerted. By ome, almo t in vol­
untary, cxpre-~i ons, each at once r ecogn ized the other ' 
voiee-n. mutua l relief. 

T ho fugit ives were wil ling to rcmniu there loug 
enough to eat. The women hue! j u t fi nished a baking, 
of which, after the fifteen had at is fied t heir h unger, 
unli ke the loaves and fi hes told of in t he , cripturcs, 
there was nothing left. 

I saac nud his son took th i ~ party on ditforcnt road 
that nigh t, and met at a de. ignatecl place aboYe :lliarshnll­
ton ; theu sepnr n.tecl and met near Downino-towu where 

0 ' 
they made a d i. 1)osit ion of them amono- a o-cnts at and 
uear that p lace. 

0 0 

I saac Meredith was a member of K ennett :i\Iontbly 
Meeting of F r iends, took au acti ve pa.rt in the business 
of the Society, and was clerk for many years, unt il t he 



304 HISTORY OF THE 

ant i-slavery trouble in the meeting reached its climax, 
when he and his wi fe, who was also n. member and an 
ear nest co-worker with him, cmne under the ban of cou­
demnation and their li fe-long connect ion with I he 
Society was . e,·ered. T hey lhen uni ted with the Pro­
grt ssive Friends. 

T he war over, slavery aboli. hed, the Dove of Pence 
settled down once more u pon the 'ociety, and the olive 
branch was tendered to J-aac and his wife, who accepted 
the offering and the unity of fo rmer dnys was again es­
tablished. They, however, maintained their frecrlom of 
though t, and their desire Lo sec und aid the advancement. 
of a ll necessary refo rms. 

::'olORD J·:<".\I A); D E."T II EH !!.\YE."'. 

('.l l o rdccni l l n yc<., l i~l-1~.) (Esth er J in~"''• l i!lS-186!1.) 

:i\lordecai and E,-thcr I-In yes, Kewlin, were among the 
first agents on that. branch of the route throug h Chester 
county. T hey were c•arnc:t in the cau>'c, and no weather , 
however stormy, deter red them fl'Om allcncl ing an ti­
slavery meetings wi th in rca onable di :;tancc. 

Fug it ives were broug ht. to their place from \Vilming­
ton, from ·'Nil liam Barnard's and ot.her station: on that 
r ou te, in nu mber:; r:wgi ng from two to a wagon load. 
It was customary fo r those bringing them to drive under 
an open wagon-shed, arouse thcfami ly, and then unload. 
They were sccrelcd in t.he house and at the bnru . 
Mordecai's son, J aeoh, took t.hem at nigh t in a dca r­
born to Gra.vencr l\Iar,-11 , Dr. E sh lc lll an , E sther L ewis, 
J ohn V icker:; or N athan Evans. If I.here was but one 
or two, they were g iven a slip of paper with directions 
either to Gravener Marsh or Dr. E shleman. 
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:'lfAJILON A?\D AMO PRESTO};' . 

p tnhlon Preston, ti l- l s.55.) (.\ mos Preston, Born Sen·nth )lo., 15th. 
liSG. Died Twelflh )lo. :!cl . 1856.) 

:i\Iah1on and Amo~ Preston, two brothers, membe1 ~ of 
the . oc icty of F riend , the lnttcr n mini tcr, lh·ed on 
adjoining fa rm , near \Yest G ro,·c, bester count)~· 

Their p laces were not regular Lat.ion , but when fug1-
th·c cnmc they a lwnYs !!1we ns_i t:rnce. 

About ~he year 1 '19 ~r 1 20, n colored mnn named 
Jan·i G ri ffith wi th hi wi fe :rnd th ree or four ch ildren, 
came to A mos

0

Prcston's, nnd wa nJlowed b~· hi m to liYe 
in nn a,pnrtment oycr his spring-hou e. The man ~ud 
wife proYcd to be indu t ri ou , fa ithful, hard-wor k ing 
people, nnd A mos was o well plea cd with them_ that he 
built n :mall house for them on one pnr t of his lnnd. 
The children were put under the care of fa rmer~ in the 
neighborhood. JI wen t on well for abou t two ycnrs, 
when one morn ing, nbout dayl iO'ht, a peron cnme run­
ning to Mnhlon's house wi th a, mes."nge that k idunppers 
were nt J nrvis's. H e hastened there nnd found three 
or four r ough men with pistols. T hey had obtained 
entrance in to the house by fi nesse, lwd pinioned the 
father , mother and youngest child, and were about 
starting with them for 1\forylaud, " ·hen a. number of the 
neighbors, who hncl by that time arri\·ed, deterred them. 
S lave-hunters were not quite so bold and defi an t then as 
in aftet· yea rs, when the Fugit ive lave Law gn ,~e them 
greater authority upon free soil, and these men were com­
pelled t o go to W est Chester to prove their proper ty be­
for e a judge. After hearing the ev idence, the j udge gave 
them the r equisite authority to carry the fam ily back to 
l\faryluncl. A. few months after , a person, purporting to 
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come from Lhat pnrt of the , tate, snid that Jnn·is and 
Mary were both w·orking for their master and profcs~ecl 

to be glad t hey had got back; that the ma ter wn well 
p leased with Lhem and hnd made J an·i foreman on hi. 
plantation. 

A few weeks later, a knocking wn · hen rd one morning 
before daylight a t i\Iahlon Preston's door. H e a ro. e, 
wen t down, and there were Jarvis and 1\Inry, t ired nnd 
foot-sore, just a rrived from i\fa ry lnnd. The hor ·cs 
were hi tched to a denrborn as qu ickly ns possible, a nd 
with utmost speed they were taken to one of the staLions 
in the G reat Valley, from which t hey were pnssed be­
yond the reach of nny slarnholders' clnim · in t he 
future. 

T heir profo:>sion of cu ntenLmenL wa" :t 111ere 1'll e to 
gain t he fa,·01· of thc·ir master ; and tl1cir ind u tr iou: 
h abits and the knowledge they had ac-quiretl of the 
nor Lhern method of fa rming, whi <:h wa" "uperior to the 
negligenL practice whi ch pren1il c<l lo a g reat exten t in 
the, 'ouLh, mndc them valuable hand,.; 011 th e plautntion . 
They hnd been g iYcn a holiday of Lwo cla:-·:; Lo attend a 

mecLing; wh ich Lime they employed in making Lheir 
esca.pe on foot. 

One moruing f'OCJ ll after t his, a dau~lt te r of theirs, 
about tweh-e o r thirteen years of age, li vi ng with 
Mah lon, was mif':; ing, and was ne,·e1· 11 card from after­
ward. I t wa: supposed that sl:-welnmter:; had been 
ly ing in ambush about the p remise,: and when out n.t 
one of the build ing:; which stood some distance from the 
house, she had been seized, gagged, and carried off by 
them. 

Their oldest :;on, ·William, n. brighL boy, received a 

I 
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fair education, an<l se,·ernl years nfterwn1·d went to 
Wilmington, wh ere he wns cm.ployed to tench n colored 
school. One day hi master with nu officer entered the 
school-room while he wn in the mid~t of hi- duties, 
seized him a a fug it i\·e sln,·e nnd took him before a 
mag istrate, who, nftcr hearing the e,·idence for a few 
minutes, giwc judgment in the ma ter 's foyo r, and 
\V ill inm in charge of a constable wa hurried down the 
street to where n cnrriaO'e was in wnitin O' to take him to 

b b 

nforylnnd. On the way he remn rked tha t the watch 
he carried belonged to another person, nnd he would be 
obliged to return it . This wns refo ed, t he officer say­
ing he would retu rn it to the person named ns the 
owner. At Lhe in ·tnnt t he officer reached out hi hm1cl 
to r eceive it, \Villinm took adrnntage of the slackened 
grasp upon his a rm, broke loose and chr hed down the 
street with 1t peed that defi ed all effor t to overtake 
him. H e wa · noted at school as being a fo:::t runner. 
H ow little d id he then, or nny of hi sch oolruntes whom 
he distanced in t he race, su pect t hnt those fleet l imh ' 
would one clay in the future benr him from the very jaws 
of the monster slavery into which h e was being led by a 
policeman's grnsp, and secure t o h im t he undisturbed 
righ ts of n free m11 n l Yet they were the means at his 
commanc.1 in the hour of necessity, and very efleetunlly 
did he use them, for he out-ran a ll his pursuers, nncl 
eluded every eflort made to r etake him. H e reached 
N ew Yor k safely, where he bi1·ed with n gentleman ns 
c~achman. Bis employer became so much n.ttnched to 
him, that in order to secure h is absolute freedom from 
any future molestation he wrote to the man who 
<;laimed to be his mnst:r, offering to pay him fifty dol-
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lars for a fu ll deed of manumission; nssuring him that 
nothing more would be paid and he hnd "Hob on's 
choice" to take that or nothing. R e ncccdcd to the 
proposit ion, and W illiam henceforward brenlhcd the 
air of undispu ted freedom. 

Thus every member of that family, with the excep­
tion of one girl, was rescued by devoted friends from n 
system which held them as chattel property. 

CHANDLER DARLINGTON . 

(Chnndl c r Dnrlington, Dorn E lc ,·enth l\lo. (November ) •It h , 1800. Died 
Third Mo. (lllnrch } 29th, 1879.) (llnnnnh !II., Do rn 10 th Mo., Wt h , 
1808.) 

Chandler and H annah l\L Darl ington were well known 
as friends of the slaYe. Their place " ·as not n regular 
underground station. Their local ity and surroundings 
were unfavorable to concealment, or escape, in cnse of 
search. The slavc:s who were helped on t heir way were 
from the District of Columbia, Yi r;.d nin, Maryland and 
D elaware, under the auspices of Thomas Gn.rrett. They 
were brought from the vicinity of 'Wilmington by n 
conductor in a close carriage, arri\·ing about eleven 
o'clock, P. l\I. A gentle tap w:v w;u:illy heard nt the 
window, and a suppressed call, " Can you care for these 
people?" giving the number. They then alighted fro m 
the carriage, aml the escor t left immediately, without 
being known tu any one; the shutte1'S were closed, n. 
light was struck, the sln.ves were Laken into the house, 
served with eoffoe and supper, packed in to n carryall 
dearborn, and Chandler drove the team to the house of 
one of the Barnard family, or, if time and the roads per­
mitted, to a. more distant station. 

Some mornings there were questions and evasive 
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answers : "Anything the matter last night ? I heard 
a noise." One dark, di m:-t l night, lhe transfer was 
rendered d ifficu lt by bad rond ; dawn of day approached 
before the horses were in their tall. A member of 
the household ha tcned from the barn to announce the 
fact t h:-tt " omebody had the horses out last night; they 
were nil OYer wet and muddy," nnd one of " l\Iis.s 
Opie's wh ite lies" could scm ce appease hi con ternation. 

Occn ionnlly a footman presented h imself, offer ing a 
:-;mnll piece of pitper wi th n written request, "plense 
help Lltis t raveller to n pince of safety," or something of 
similar impor t. 

BEXJA::IUX AND ITASNAR . K E XT. 

( Benjnmi11 Kent , Bo rn Th ird Mo., !!3d, 1505.- Died Ele ve nth :\lo . !!!lth, 
l SSI.) ( H n11 1111h . K e nt, Bo rn Sccon<l :\lo., 1 th, ISOG. -Died 
Seve n t h Mo. , •Ith, 188!!.) 

Benjamin and Hannah S. K ent, Penn township, were 
zenlous lnborers in the ant i-slavery cause. 'Vhile taking 
au active pmt at public meetings, t.heir greatest work 
was done inn. qu iet, printte way. They assisted in organ­
izing Lhe Cln.rkson A nti-sla yery Society at ·w est Gr ove 
Meeting H ouse, about the year 1831. They g1we of 
their means for anti-slavery purposes, and while their 
home was not on the mnin route, it wns a branch station 
wh~re the fug it ives who came that way received prompt 
assIStance. 

At one time Benjamin K ent, with others, went on ft 
hazardous journey into l\Ia ryland to bring away thirty­
five men, women and childxen who were awaitino- means 
f ' 0 0 
. ~cape.. ' Yith prayerful hearts, and trusting in 

Divme guidance and protection, they made the trip 
safely and successfully. The fucritives were a rmed with 

0 
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pistols, axes, knives, corn-cutters nnd old scythes, evi­
dently intending that if forced by pursuers to turn thci r 
faces toward the South, it would be in a bloody combat 
for li berty. The whole party were tnkeo to the hou c 
of ll'.fahlon Brosius, rea.chiog there between daylight and 
sunrise. They were quickly secreted in the bnrn, and 
being quite hungry, it required no li ttle amount of food 
to supply their needs. The next night the women and 
children were taken in two wagons, (commonly used fo r 
hauling earthenware) to James Fulton's and Gideon 
Pierce's, at Erci ldoun, a distnnce of twelve miles ; the 
men being compelled to walk. Their only guides were 
l\fahloo's two sons, Edwin nucl Daniel K., then but lnds. 
B ut their youthfu l spirits, animated by the importance 
of the trust, proved equal to the occa ·ion. On 1ip­

p l'Oachiog a burning lime kiln near their journey's eud, 
they knew that the light from it across the rond would 
expose the whole party to the view of those at work, 
nnd thus excite :;u:;picion if they attempted to pass in a 
body .. T o a\·oid thi , they dron: the wagons by at 
such distance apart not as to atlrnct attention, while the 
color ed men were ordered to take a circui tous route 
through an adjoini ng wood. They met in the darkness 
beyond, and traveled the remainder of the way without 
interruption. 

From Ercildoun they were sent to J ohn Vickers, 
thence to Kimhcrton, and thus by way of the various 
stations to Canada. 

Quite ear ly one morning, Benjamin K ent sent 1i 

slave boy who w_as working for him on an errand to n. 
neighbor's while he fed the stock. The boy had just 
got out of sigh t when the owner, with n constable and 
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two or three others, cnme to the barn in -ea rch of him. 
Benjamin told them there wns no slave nbout hi pre­
mises. The con tabl e knowing hi conscientiou regard 
fo r truth could take hi word on all occirion ; but in 
his official capacity felt that he must go through the 
routine of search, which he d id. atdied thnt the boy 
wns not there, the party left only a few minutes befo1:c 
he returned. 

In 1 33, Benjamin and H:rnuah , ·. K ent bought a 
woolen factory and ·tol'C 1tt Ancll'cw'::; brido·e Lanen ter o• 
county, to which place they remo,·ed. They were in-
strumenta l there in org:11;izing the 'oler:;inc Anti­
slavery ocicty, and their house wn a lway- open to the 
reception of a ll ant i- Ia,·cry speaker who held mectinQ"S . 0 

in thnt section of count ry. There were many opponents 
of "itboli t ionism " in that vicini ty, and their factory and 
store, with a hotel close by, mndc their place too public 
to be n. safe stntion fo r fug it ives, and but few called. 

In 184-2, their ·tore, factory nnd dwelling were 
burned. They r ebuil t, and i11 1 4-5 sold :rnd removed 
to Jackson's Vnlley, \Vest Grove, Chester coun ty, and 
continued their anti-sin.very labors as before. After the 
Christiana. riot, six colored men who had been enrrna-ed 
• • . 0 0 

m 1t came to their pince in the night, were kept in the 
house until morning, nod a.t the barn during the day. 
Next night, their son H enry took them to Dr. Bal'­
tholomew Fussell. 

Their family of seven children were so imbued with 
opposition to the unjust principle of slnvcry, from daily 
conversation and example, that they would eat uothing, 
not even confectionery, that wns the product of slave 
labor. 
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About the year 1 37, Eli7.nbcth K ent, si. tcr of Ben­
jamin, began keeping a free-produce slore at Andrew's 
Bridge, for the accommodation of herself and fri ends 
who bore a test imony again ·t using the products of lhc 
sJa,·e's uncompensated toil. Although her pro- In.very 
neighbors refused to buy at her ·tore, she rccei,·ed a 
fair sha re of patronage. Benjamin manufactured free 
satinetts for her-always at a. 10 4::; to himself as flax wn · 
higher priced than cotton. 

After remaining t here five or six year::; she removed 
to P cnu's Grove, Chester county, and opened 1t store fo r 
the. ale of free p roduce ex.clu ·ively. As this cou ld not 
complete in cheapness with that of slave-labor, the 
profits were much less. 'he furnished clothing and 
money when needed for th e aid of' fugitives. Among 
her free-produce cu: tomcr,; WC'rc Thomas, El i, nod 
Charle::; Hambleton, of' Che::l!'r c:ounty, :111d J o cph 
, 'mith , Thomm; \Vhilson, and \\"illiam Brosius, of Ln11-
caster coun ty . 

Benjamin an<l Hannah K cnl were dist inguished as 
active abolitiouists fo r a period or t hi rty yeu rs-until 
s lavery ha<l no longer an cx i Lt-nee. 

EXOCH LEWI :-: . 

l'i7G- lf.»G. 

Enoch L ewis was nn active and energetic fri end of 
the colored race. "\Yhcn <tuill' a young man nncl a 
teacher at t he Friend's Boarding ~chool at "'\Vesttown, 
he vrns ~·cqucnll~· ap~)lied to, on behalf of colored per­
sons claimed a:; fug1t1,·cs from labor, and in ·uch cases 
he exer ted hilllsclf to the utmost Lo prevent free persons 
from being carried off as slave,;. For upwards of a 
quarter of a centu ry free ncgl'Ocs were subj ect to the dnn-
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ger of being . cn t into !"lavcl'y on certificates of Ju tices 
of the Peace fabricated by kidnappers for the purpo e. 
\\Then n ncgrn wn.- arrc.c;ted :i • a sl:n-e, all thnt could be 
clone was to :ttl<'ntl the hearing before the ju t icc, ascer­
tain the character of the e\' idence exhibited by the 
cla imant, and prc:::cnt uch proofr ofn con trary len~lency 
ns could be had. Enoch Lewi- was very well ncquniutccl 
with t he law r ' laliug to the rendition of fog iti,·c ~l:lxes, 
and hi ' . el'\'icc.s on Ruch occn~ion - were vnlunble in 
keeping t he justi ce~, who u:::unlly favored their clnim­
anl -, to the ·trict liue of' their duty. Il not unfrequentlr 
happened that pcr::on upposccl to be free were unex­
pectedly fou nd to be s ln,·c.s, nud that nll effort· to rescue 
them from the hand · of their cnptOl'S were una;-ailing. 
One instance of Lhis kind i recollected. "\\ hi le Enoch 
J_,cwis was :t teacher at "\Vcsttown, he wns nroused from 
his bed beforC'daylighL one morning by a ncgro woman 
in g rcn.t nlal'm , who came to inform him thnt her hus­
band had been nn·c:;tccl iu the night by laYe-cntchcrs, 
a.nd entTicd ofl' to \ V ·t Chcslcl'. 

H er husband was an inclustriou · and well-behnvcd 
colored mau, who had l i,·cd in the neig hborhood ome 
eigh t ot· ten years, nnd wa · supposed to be free. H e 
"·as tnkcn before t he judge of the district a t "\Vest 
ChcsLer, and before Enoch L ewis nrri\'ed the hcnring 
hnd beg un, and the mnn had acknowlcclgccl thn.t he wns 
the : ln.ve of the cla imant. Eno •h L ewis t hen proposed to 
purchnse the man, and nftcr ~omc ncgotint iou the ma tor 
agreed to take S-!00 for h im in ca h . Enoch drew up n. 
pa.per, to wh ich he subscribed b is own name ns one of 
the pm·chascrs and in a short time 100 were thus 
rniscd. The oLher $300 Enoch himself pa id, takiug the 

0 
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ncgroc's own bond for the money, nncl mnnumi. ion 
papers were therefore executed in clue form~ A . ~noch 
L ewis's sala ry as a teacher was then bu t ._:JOO, lus los:; 
of the m oney vci tcd upon the intcgri t,y of t,hc poor 
:fug it i\c would have been somewhat ~crious. But his 
confiden ce wn not misplaced. By sma ll instnJlmcnt 
every dollar of the money was pnid, and t,ho q llnnclom 
sla ve est.abl ishcd t,he character of a good cit izen. A fter 
pa yi ng hi. bond g i,·cn fo r his freedom, he purcha. cd a 
h ouse nncl lot of some ten or twelve ncrcs of Jnncl and 
li,·cd co mfo rtably and respectably to a good old age. 

The residen ce of E noch L c\\·is, a t New Garden, wns 
lon g a stat ion on the Underg round Rnilrond, d uring 
the t ime of Isaac Jackson, it.q former owner, and it con­
t inued to he -~o, mnny year;; after. A lthough E noch 
d id noL ap pro\'(.: of cnc:o11r:1gc111(•11 t hci ng g i ,·en to sb ,·es 
to Jea,·c th0ir 111nstc1: a nd he though t 11 0 gcncrnl good 
would be nc:compl ish d by it, if' :L fugitive sought 1i 

Lem pornry as.vi um hcncnt,h h is roof 0 1· n. hcl ping ha nd 
on t he wa~· , wlwn llecing fro m sl:t,·cry, his cla im to hos­
p ital ity and drn ri tahle aid in lhP name of lnmHrniLy 
was not lo l>c denied. \ Vhcn :1 ~hwc-c:atchc r appea red 
in the neighborh ood , Enoch L ewi:; wa: u uall y 0 11 0 of 
the fi r:L th aL \\' flS in formed of' it, a nd n. hor: c nnd ca r­
r iage to eom·cy l hc fu g itive who was : up po eel to be in 
<lunger of arrc.-;L to a safo distance were promptly fu l'­
nish ccL Enoc:h's ehlcst son, .fo~cph J. L ewis, of \ Vest 
Cheste r, info r llls me th at when a hoy he was once cnt 
to N ixon':; facto ry on P ickering C l'cck, with a. lontl of 
wool in n. one-horse co vcl'cd ca rt nncl a colorctl woman 
nn<l her ehilcl pack ed in beh ind Lhc wool, on a r epor t, 
that Lh c fi> J'll l (' I' ma: te1· of Lhe womn n had ob lained a 
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warrant for her arl'est and wa in enl'ch of her . T he 
route taken to N ixon ':-; factory wa by n o menns the 
mo t cl irecL, but wa deemed the most _nfe. It led by 
K imbcr ton where the wom:u1 nncl child were left in the 
cha rge of E mmor Kimber, who ga ,·c them, the _arue 
n ight, a free pnfil<nge to the next tariou nol'thwm·d. 

A fugiLiYc once topped nt E noch Lewi 's and re­
mained se,·ernl day:;. H e was n pl'eachcr a nd hnd fled 
from the for , outh, and , a fter a series of roman tic ad­
ventu1·cs, eAcctecl his complete c ·cape. The narrn ti\ e 
of h i experience~ wa so in terest ing th at Enoch Lewis 
as ·em bled hi pupils in hi ' ch ool-room to listen to it. 
One inciden t i · still remembered. A sh ort time nfter 
Lhe fug it iye left h i;: mac: ter, he look refuge with n col­
ored fr iend who found him a well-contr h·ed hid ing­
pluce. Thollgh well secreted he beca me forcibly im­
p res ed one n ight, though without any appasent renson, 
thnt he wn. uot .~nfc where he wn:::, and thnt he must 
immed iately seek some new covert. Obey ing the moni­
t ion, he lef't hi~ place of concea lment and, entering a 
small stream of "·a.tor which fl owed nea 1· by, he followed 
it fo r a ·hort d istnnce, so thnt the scout of hi foot-steps 
could not be traced by dogs, Lill he came to the oyer­
haug i ng b ran ches of a t ree of thiek folinge. This he 
nscended, and fouud himself' well hidden within :ui 

hundred yn rds of his former hi ding-p lace. "Jist.," said 
the narrator," as I'. e got fi xed, ly iu' s tra it out along n 
b ig 1im' , wh en here dey come, mnssa a ucl a. dozen more 
on hoss-baek , hollowiu' and scrcetehiu ', de bosses at full 
jump, and de dogs yelp in', righ t up to de little cave 
whar dey spect to find de poor n igger. B ut no poor 
nigger cln.I'. D eu de do!!'S l'UJl about from cave to de 

0 
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creek , and from creek back to de cave, smellen' de 
groun'. D e men stamp nod thrn. h about, ride up nnd 
d own de creek pnss my tree. De moon perty bright, 
hut de . ame good. peret what tell me to g it away from 
de case, wouldn't let 'em see me dar ly in' on cl nt. Jim' 
like a. coon." 

This colored preacher brought with him to E noch 
L ewis's n. lit.Lie nephew, about five years old, wh om Enoch 
r eared and educa.ted. Being inclined to adventure, 
this boy was g iven hi liberty wh en about eightee n, 
became stewa rd on n. passeuger ship ply ing between New 
York and ·Livcrpool, and subscquent.ly on a largestearn­
bont on t he Hudson , and wh en last heard from wns thu . 
employed and pro. poring. 

'l'he outrage,: fo rmerly infli ctc(l on free colored people 
b y the slave "Y"lern, arc illust ralccl hy n 11 in:;l11nce wh ich 
~ccurre<l over ;-: ixLy yc~rs ago. A free negro, residing 
Ill the WCStCl'll part, of J_,ondo11).!r11\·c, or in one of the 
adjacent townships, had occa>'i o11 lo go to Baltimore on 
hu. ine::s. I fayi ng no pa>':; fro111 an y :;)a\·e-owner, he was 
lia ble to arrc,:~ on su ·picion of hcing a. runaway slave, 
under~ l:Lw of J\forylancl, and :t(lvcrti:;ed , and if, after 
n. cer tain numher of days, no clainrnnts appeared, the 
susp~cteu !'~tn :iw:ty ":as s~lcl for his ja il foes at public 
aucti on. lhc rn:111, m this case, being fo und withou t a 
pass, and knowing no white man in Baltimore to vouch 
for him, wns arrc:;tccl and thrown in p rison , nnd 110 
person appearing to claim h im, he was ach·crtiscd to be 
sold on a certain da.y. In formation of the facts having 
been commun ica ted to Enoch I,cwis and his friends in 
the n eig11horhooc~ , I s rael Jackson, wl'.o knew the man, 
hastened to Baltimore, procured a wnt of'habeas corpus, 
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proYed hi.' freedom, and, aftet· n pretty harp conlro­
ve1 r a to the legal righ t of the authoritic · to detain 
him, obtained hi:; relca ·e and broucrht him awn,· with 

0 · ' 
him. 

Ernn Lewis, t he youngest brother of Enoch, re- idcd 
in \\ ilmi11g tou, D elaware, and wa- 11 zcnlou · and ncliYe 
aholitioni~t. His bou c wa- for mnur year;;; a. much 
frequented :lation on the ndcrg round Rnilroa<l. The 
fugitive who cnme hi · wny were gcuernlly forwarded 
in the c1irect io11 of Philadelphia, but ~omc, when cir­
c111ustnnccs requi red that th ey hould pur-ue a diAcr nt 
route, took t.he rond to N ew T:lrdcu aucl were commit­
ted to t.hc care of Enoch L owis for ~uch frie11dly aid a 
wn. needed. 

By an A ct of ongrc." of F ebruary 12, 1793, J udgc 
and Justices of the P ence of the eYeral talc- were 
au thorized to i::: ·ue warmnts for the rcmoYnl of n cO' ro 

0 

and mu lat.toe· cla imed n ·la\·cs. U udcr thi ..ict many 
and terrib le abu~c were practiced. Ou fi ctitiou elaim:", 
free colored per~ons were arrested without not ice :rncl 
hurri ed befo re ju ticcs fiworing this pecics of kidnap­
p ing, and sharing with the perpetrators the profits of it.· 
\ Vhcu thus nrrcsted, the :1 llegcd fugit.i vcs were sum­
marily dealt wi th. On hasty cx:imill:t t ioo , cond ucted 
with l ittle regnrd to rul es of evidence or con iderat.ious 
of justice, warrants of removal were grnnted. The 
victims of these practices, when once fairly within the 
clutches of these manste.llers, were not likely ever to 
return. They were usually sold to some trndcr, who 
carried them far outh, whence.there was little chnnce 
of escape. To put a stop to this odious traffic, it was 
necessary to obtnin a law of our St.'ttc L egislnture, de-
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pri,·ing justice.-; of t he peace of j uri diction i11 ca e$ of 
claims to fug itive. l:wes. A J; ju tice of lite pence were 
, late offi cers, i t was competen t lo the, 'tnte Lcg islatur(; 
to de fine their jurisd iclion. Enoch L ewis wn.· one of" 
those who made earnest efforts to prncure the pm::=-ngc of" 
an Act. prohibitiug ju::1tices frnm i s.~m ing warn111f<) of" re­
moval. He called public atten t ion to the subj ect in 
variou: newspaper nrt icles and visited Hu rrishu rg i 11 
cooj11n ction with certain memberd of comn1i t tee: of Lhe 
M cetiug for' ufferings nod other ocicty Orgn ni iaLio11: 
of F riends, to hold confCreuccs with mcmherd of the 
Legislnturc. At. length in 1820, by an Act, passed the 
tweot.y-~even th of l\Iarch of that yea r, the uhje ·t or 
the~e effo rt:' was at.tnined.''' 

A good deal of excitement and a111wyancc in th e 
Southern t 1l\rn:<hip: of 'hc:;tcr cou nty were formerly 
caused by th e ineur:;ious of s lan·-h unt •r;; fron1 l\Iary­
Jnnd. Th<·:-<c 111c•n were genC'rnl ly of" loose 111ornls and 
htwle:< · c·oJtd u('f, profitnc in language, eoa r:-<c ancl brutal 
in :tppcaranee and : waggeri11g in thc i1· <lcn1c:111o r. They 
ins pired a JC ·ling of dcte:;tali1111 wherever t.h cy ap­
peared, n one f:t\"o recl t l1cir ncfi1rious en terprises except 
the very l owc~t and me:mc:t of' thp populat.ion. Among 
s uch t. licy \\'e re acc1rntomed, Hot 1111frcq 11ent ly, to fi nd 
s pit>s and i11 fill'111cr». A po,,se of' t he ·c niiscrennts on ·e 
started a ncg n> whom they took to be n. slave or wished 
to make one, fro111 his covet·L in the neighborhood of 

P~ea~anL C:a rcle:1, Fo1:ge. :~nd chased .him to the viuini ty 
of the F orge. lhc 1ug1t1vc took rdugc in t.hc dwelling 

*The A~L of Co11g-ress 1111tho rbd1!g ".\l<l c rn1c n or Jus tices of tho 
Pence l o ·~~uc warra11 ls of rc m ov:u of any uci;ro o r nui lnlto, c lairnctl 
to l>c ~/ugtll\"C fro m lal>or," wu.s p nssc<I 011 the twelfth day o f J?cl>nt­
nry, 1103. 
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of , nmuel Irwin, the proprietor of the Forge, and wns 
direc.:ted by some of the family to n~cend to the ~econd 
~tory, which on the oppo ite idc wn on a le,·el with the 
g round, and to make h is egress on thnt side. Ai; the 
pur=-uer- nppronched, ::\Ir. Irwin took hi ~tand nt the 
door, which wa.:; di\·ided in the middle, one-half being 
open and the other closed, nnd ~tanding behind the 
lower pnrt which wns cJo~ed, topped the ru h of the 
party and pnrlcyed with the lender who demanded 
cnt rnucc to . enrch for the fugiti,·e. The men were 
hot with the chn e nod fierce nnd furiou , nod the 
lead~r, who r epresented himself :r the owner of the fu­
g it i\"c, insisted on h i right to enter nnd cnpturc his 
" nigger," whom he h:td seen pa:; into the hou:;e. Mr. 
Irwin met the dcmnnd with great eooh1es.o lUl<l perfoct 
c;i,· ility, tnted thnt he d id not :it nil belie,·e that tho 
"n igger" w:1 · in h lli hou c, demanded to .:;ec the wnrrant 
auth or izing the arrc t, and by n, series of que.stions iu a. 
quiet nnd geoLlemnnly tone eontri\·ed to detain tho 
clnimnnt and his crew fo r se,·eral minutes before allow­
jng them to enter. \ Vhcn they eutcred he offored lhem 
every fa cility for a thorough senrch, conducted them 
leisurely t.hrough C\'ery r oom in hio house, opened every 
closet, nnd showeLl them every nook which migh t 
serve for a hiding-pince. Iu the menutime, the poor fu­
gith·c was bu ·y in puLting n · mu ch pnec between him­
sel f nud hi pur:;uers as possible, nnd he made so good a. 
use of his opportuni ty as to eflect h is escape. Mr. 
Irwin used t.o tell of another sln.ve-catcher who, by a 
singular series of coincidences, wns baftied in the pursuit. 
of his pleasant occupat ion. Passin g on horseback by 
the hut of a negro family on on e of the ronds n ea.r 
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P leasant Ga rden F orge, he leaned fo rward lo get a 
vie w of Lh c in terior of the cabin and wa: seen to ~tan 
wi th au inquisiti\TC a ir the fami ly group wit hin. T he 
mother of the family wa. of la rge : izc uncl determ ined 
character. Obser vi ng the den1e:rnor of Lhc '2 lra ngcr, a n cl 
righ t ly ju<lg iug his purp o. e, she ·ucl<len ly snatched :t 

large bu tchcr-k nifo and rushed aL him fur iou: ly. U c 
immediately put spurs to his h orse, and getting hcyond 
h er reach , pushed on his way. H e had not gone for 
before he sa.w a couple of negrocs co111 ing ouL of a bu: hy 
p iece of woodla nd t rimming ox wattles which they had 
just cut, while Lheir teams were sta nding in the r oad. 
The slave-catcher, st ill ncn·ous from Ii is ach-cnLurc \ri th 
Lh c woma n, ~ uspectecl that the "·a tLlcs were i11 tcndcd for 
hi m, and llC~l daring to face his s11ppo:-:ed antagoni. ts, 
h e t urned his h or.~e m1 <l rode haC"k a fow hundred yai·t18 
to :t place 1d1(· re the r oad fi1rk Pcl. Tak ing Lhe other 
prong of lhc fork, he fo ll o11·<·d it for :t short uisl:t nec 
and then happeuecl lo sec Lw11 nt<·n, one wh ite :tntl the 
othe r eo lorccl, app roach ing lti1 11 i11 stH.:h a way as Lo in­
tercept h i:; progress, wiLh gun,.: i11 Lli cir hand: . A la rmed 
at th is adcli li()nal _mani fo. tal ion of hostility, the poor 
slave-catcher burn ed back tn lite I•or<rc aiHl c· tlli no· 

• • l'::>' • 0 

upon ]\Ir. Jnnn, ela1mcd hi s protect.ion a rr:1 inst the 
' ' niggers" of the neigh bol"!10od who, he bcllevetl had 
fo:·n: cd ~ eon,;pirney ~o munler hi m. l\rr. Irwin, per­
ce1vmg from the man s own st atelllent that t he cause of 
his apprehensions was his own coosciousuess of his 
detestable purposes, assured h im tJrnt if he would ta ke 
the road leading sou th and pur,.:uc that to the State 
line he ,rnulcl escape all molestat ion; but that if he 
ventured to go in a differ en t d irect ion, he, M r. Irwin, 
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would not insure his lifo for a n hour. Thi excellent 
adv ice wa. fo llowed t hankfu lly, a nd t he face of this 
rccloubt:ible sla,·e-cateher W!lS not seen nftcn rnrd · in 
those pasts. Verily, "the wick ed fl ee when no man 
pur::;ucLh." 

Enoch Lewi wn born in Radnor, Dclawnre coun ty, 
First mo. (J:inunry) 2!)th, 1776. Hewn~ nrn inly c]f .. 
taug ht. Hi::; oppor tunities fo r r ccci,·ing an educntion 
when n, hoy were qu ite li mited . Y et hnving an insnti­
ahlc fondues for lcnrniug, he found the t ime and mean 
to acqu ire knowledge by unwearied diligence, and at the 
age of fift een began his ;:;uccc.~ ·ful ca reer a a teacher . 
H e wa: the author of seYern l works on mathematic~, one 
on G r:lmmar, ·ernrnl on rcligiou ~ and moral ubjects ; 
ed ited at d iffo reut Limes the African Olrcrvcr and the 
Friends' R eview, and contributed many c..<::Snys to lMcl­
in g journ al upon Ya rious ubjects. 

On n in th of F ifth mo. (l\Iay), 1799, he married .Alice 
Jackson, daugh ter of I anc and Hannah J ncksou, of 
New Garden, Che tcr co unty, a, woman of fin e educa­
tion and of li tera ry taste. he d icd 1\rnlfth mo. (D e­
cember ), 1813. In Fi.fth mo. (May), 1 15, he mnJ"ricd 
n. daughter of J onn Jackson, of L ondon Grove, a first 
cousin of his first wife, and woman of ex cellent m ind 
aud more than or cl iunry culture. 

H e d ied 'evcnth mo. (July), 1 56. H e was :i mem­
ber of the 'ocicty of Friends, as were both his wives, 
and wns scrupulous in his nttendance at both the Ffrst­
day and mid-week meet ings. 

A n interest ing biography of him · has r ecen tly been 
published by his son, the Hon. J oseph J. Lc\Yis, long 
the oldest member of th o '\Vest Chester bar, and who 

o* 
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was employed ns one of t.hc counsel in the defcnr::e of 
'ast.nc r Hanway ; an account of who e lrinl is g iven in 

C haplcr Eight of this work. 

• 

'HAPTER X r:s:. 
B ESJAM I:-: P nice.-llis F n thcr, Philip Price, .\ i:i~i!' ts Runnwny.s.- ln­

c itlc nt:<.-Goldcn \\"crltlinfri!.-S.\Mt"r:1. ;\I. P AISTr:n.-.\ bmhnm lJ . 

Shntld. J ohn Brown nnd Bcnjnmin Frcemcn.-:S.\TllAS E \".\ SS. 

HES.1Ai\TI"' P RIC'E. 

(Bo rn Twclnh i'lfo., l i !l3.-Dicd Fin;t ;\[o., ' th, IS'il.) 

'P11kc 11 h~· pcr11 1i~!'ion from I h e ?Ir,:,.;. ;\fl'm o ir of 13<-njmuin nnd .lnnc 
l'ricc, n o w in coun-c of Prepnrntion by their ~on, l"ninh Priel', D .])$., 
:illrtior !lilh l'cnn~yl\"1111in \'ol 11111l•t'l'l'I . . \11tho r nnd Publis h er of n 
" llis lo ry of thu !lit h l'c 1111>'yl\"1111in \"ol unll'l'r>' cl 11ri11~ the Wnr o f the 
Hcbcllion,'' e tc., e tc. 

" About the earli est knowledge we had of the n11 ti­
slnscry cau e wa dcri,·ccl from the experiences related 
to us whi le very young ch ildren, by ou r pnrcut- and 
others, of incidc11t:; in the perilous scrdce of aiding 
fug itive s lases in their c cape fro m bondage, o courngc­
ou ·ly engaged in by ma ll)' of the h umane inhabitant- of 
t.he country ea rly in the present century. 

" Our father enlcretl upon th i- fu l fi llmcnt of the Div iue 
command in his youth, following the example of his 
father, and took his pince upon the r oad at a. very cnrly 
age. 

" \\Then he was 1tbout s ixteen, a cnse of thr~1tenecl re­
cn.pture of some slaves then at hi father 's and on the 
adjoin ing fa rm, dcrnaudecl the utmost care aud kill in 
cxtrien.ting the fug i ti vcs from the g rnsp of th e lnYe­
eittcb crs who had reached the neighborh ood . B eing 
apprised of tho dn.uger , ou r grnnd fhther, P h ilip Price, 
hurried the three-two men and n, woman, the wife of 
one of the men , to a h iding-place in the thicket, then 
abou nding near his place. The woman \YHS disguised as 
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a mnn. I l e clirecled t hem to e me rgent dark and mn ke 
t,heir way ae r o:-:::; the fi clcl:; to an unfrec1uenlecl road in 
the vicin ity, in a di rect ion no t, like ly Lo be observed by 
the ir pursue r:, and to look ou t fo1· a g uide with ho rse.-;. 
At. nig h tfall he directed his son, Be njamin, to mount 
one of t he ho rse.-; an<l lo lead anothe r, and lake some 
hags as thoug h going upon an errand lo the adjoining 
mi l l. This was the n a frequen t mode of' b r ing ing home 
the g ris t. Gr:tnclfaLh er had al~o g i\'en h im t h rcq u i:-: it.e 
di rect.ions for CJ \·e r laki ng t he fug it ives upon t he u n fre­

quen tec.1 road. 
"He t hus f:nfoly e luded ob e rvaLi on and j oined t he 

pnrly on the roacl ; thc::e t hen m ounted , one heh ind hi Ill 
ancl the other on the othe r hor:-:c', and p:t::secl by Lhe by­
r oad aero:::; th e \Vilrninglon road and th roug h by .) c:'SC 
~[crC'<'r's plaec, :iml out 011 lh(• s t.reet-runcl ea: L of Dar­
ling ton':< Corner I nn, whic.:h w:u; reg arded as too public 
fo 1· t,he m lo pn!'S. T hey then went, 0 11 safely Lo a d e ·ig­
n:tted :<l:ttion, n oL now r c:rnc'mhcrcd, somewhere in t.he 

He ig hhorhood of Darby . 
" Our father returned alo11 c ; being fam ilia r w ith the 

r oad he had no cl ifli cult.y in fi ndi ng hi.' way going or r e­
t urn ing, a nd was capable o f' fi nd ing sa fe s hel ter f rom 
p ur:;ui t, had a ny been m:ulc, by Laking to th e by-la n es 
and r oads or e,·en Lo the \\'OOdf', if noue of th ose were 

ut hnnd. 
"II:w ing r each ed Os born':; Hil l on h is r el.urn, nbout 

two A. :.\L his atte n tion was arl'e:;ted by t he . ound of 

t h e distant. c la t ter of horse's feet. and the rnmblc of 
w heels upon th e s tony road-bed, mi11g led with voices 
i n boi:;tcrous rage, o:Lths a n<l cu rses b eing d is tinctly 
h eard. H.ig h t.Jy conjcct.u l'ing that t.h esc sounds m igh t 
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proceed from the di:::nppointed lnYe-hunte rs, eit her re­
t.u rn ing for another . e:n ch n.t hi fothc r's hou c, or on 
the ir way to \ Vilminoton by the rond he wn;; on, he re­
l raced hi road :t few pace and entered the lnnc lending 
to J ohn Fo1" yth's pince, which would ::h iel<l him from 
ob~en·atio11 , the hcd ..,.cs l>e in~ much o\·crgrown, :111d 
thus he cou ld e::cape if' they c:hould cn ll'r aflcr him, by 

l)as:;in ..,. oul lownnl F o1'$,· th\:. B ut the :;ou11d soon i11-e . 
<litnled that th e party hnd pa::,;ccl toward the Brandy-

wi nc, Lhc In t he h e:Hd bc i n~ the clatter of c ro:-.sing the 
hrid •Ye a t \ Vi:<tnr "· H e Lh cu e mcq:retl from hi:; eonccnl­
me nL and :;oon found :t welcome needed r e;0t at hi:o h ome 
where his anxiou;; par nl had become 1p1itc unen y a t 
hi.- prolonged absence. U a \' ing also heard the noise of 
t he di:::ippoiuted hunt r ;;, they feared h e might e ucoun­
tcr t h m in t he road u pon his retu1'LI. 

"Our fath e r h :1 · Loi 1 us of th e thoug hts l h nl occupied 
hi miud , n he rod e beneath the ca 11opy of s tnrs, going 
and ret urn ing up on hi c1Tnud of me rcy; how h iti nbbor ­
r ence of . lase r r g rew into n ..,.lowing purpove to d o a ll 
in hi~ p owe r to a id those coking lo c;-;ca pe (rom it 
g ric ,·ou inju lice. Teyer wa a fug it i,·c turned away 
from t he sh el ter of h is h ome, or b id to p ursue h is toil­
ing j ourucy un relieved by food, ra imen t, menus, or a 
con vcynnce to so me other shel te r on the way b eyond. 

"The re wns n o record kept of the en cs in wh ich ou r 
father a ctively aided iu th e escape of fug it i,·e slaves . 
H e did wh nt h e cou ld for th em, in that j udic iou pru­
den t maune r in which it is enjoiued to ' let not th e left 
h a nd know wh at th e r ig h t h nnd cloetb ,' uot throug h 
nny fcnr of th e rep roach of men, but in or der the bet­
ter to ser ve and to shield th ose wh oru h e would a id 
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fro m t he dangers whi ch a garrulous tong ue migh t en­
tail upon th em. 

~"' " H e r eceiYecl fug it i,·es from a Imo t cYcry . tat ion hc­
lwcen h is home and th e land of bondage. It, canont now 
be ascertained what cl irecLions thee rer·e incl, or what 
we1:e the part!cula r la n_dmarks or other ind ica lio11: by 
wh ich Lhcy fou ncl thc11· way to hi · home. They ca 111c 
from hi. cou ·in, T homa. Gur mt.t, of \ \' il 111 i11glon D el. · 
Ezickcl II unn, of' n ear 'amdcn, D el.; \ \T illi:un Ja~k .011 ' 
L ondo ngrovc; I saac and Di 11ah l\(cncJcn lt a II , , i 11101; 
:t11cl , 'ara h B arnard, a t A \·onclale; from J aco b Lind­
lcy's home ( to hi. father 's d uring his boyhood) ; A mos 
Preston 's at \ Ve! L Gro,·e, a nd from many oLlicro not, 
now rec-a II cd . 

" J-fr forward ed t l1 c111 to ,·ariou,; point:; beyond : To 
.John • '11gar, \ \'c.4 Hradfi1rd; .John Y iC'kc r::;, irchl:m . 
Dr. Bartlw lomcw l•'u>::'Cll and Gracean na L ewir-: \\'c ·~ 

Vincent; Emmor J\ in1hcr J~i111he 1to11 · F lii'a lt Ji' i'J 
• • ' ' J • • Cll 11 y-

pac ke r, B cnJam 111 G:urig 11 c'", l\Iontgomcry coun ty . 
.Jacoh L. J >axf'o n, T orrif'tow 11 · to l11·s bi·ot l · I ' , . . ' 1cr-rn- nw, 
\\ti I ram II. .Johnson, J3uc·ki11"h·t111 l3t1cl· · c t :; ' , ,, ·oun y · 
.J olm ~el lc' I':', Da rby P a. · Fl i J) P iei·cc p · l ' 

' ' j ' • , l'OV IC cnec 
a.n<l .John .fackf:o n, Darh,r, Delawa re coun t p . ' 
I . . 

1
,
1 

.
1
. y, n., Lo 

!IS CO ll S l llS, 11 tp, I saac and l:i·t rnuel a .... tt D I ' •• r rc ' e aw1L1·e 
counLy, Pa., an<l to m any others of which there is 
no r ccorcl. 

/ "Our en rli c.-;t, rccoll ccLio11:; arc dottccl ''"r•lt t,I . . •· ic memory 
of f' trnngc, d:trk faces, com111g in at nigh tfall . . 1-. f 1 . , pnt t.h­
rng o s upper, a nc a{Lcnra rd bcin rr tnj•steriotic: l L d 

. . o ~ y s owe 
:iway, w1Lh h la nk(;t,s for co\'cr ing in t he b

111
•11 1 . ' or on t 10 

garret floor, where, m some in:;tan ecs t11cy · d · . ' i·emame 
con cealed fo r n few days and nigh ts being f'ccl t' ' cnu IOUS-

I 
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· ly al our meal-time; and on ~ome propitiou~ night they 
wou Id cfo:appea r :1 nd he he:i rd of no more, nnd the 
ho r;:~- in lhc :St ahle next morning would bcnr cYidence 
of h:wing tnwersed the r oad - during the night. nud the 
caniage wheel- would · till be moist with frc-h mud, 
when we knew they were dry on the on the evening be­
fore. Our father, (an uuu· trnl occurrence nt other time ) 
being not yet a. l ir, we were cautioned by our mot her 
' Lo make no noi:;c to cl istm b father' .rc· t, n he had not 
gone t.o bed Lil I In le.' Hi cr rn ncl wn ' not concca lcd 
from u., but w were t hu taugh t practically to leave 1tn­
spoken the word · t hat mig ht g irn improp er i11for1nalion 
to olh r:; leSd cautiou and considcrntc of the peril of 
Lho c Oceing from bonclagc. In omc in tnnccs, when 
t.hc fugitives were con:;idcred to be in }cs;; immeclinle 
danger of purs ui t, t hey were g iYcn work on t he form or 
in the house, where t hey remained for some week or 
mon th;;, cnrning mea n to enab le them to r each nnmla, 
t.he on ly p lace of ah olu tc snfoty. Of these, the ea rliest 
r ecollected nrri,·cd ou :t tormy day in D ecembor 1 2D. 
\Ve fi1 t c11cou11 tercd him in the g raunry getti ng cha ff 
Lo mi x. focd for t he . tock ; we had ju t r et11 rncd from 
sch ool, and one of u a ·keel ' who i · t.his?' nncl r eceived 
th e :rnswcr, 'Neel \Vi Ison, sir,' and his whi te teeth d is ­
c losed t he' open co untenance' of n gen ial natu re, to 
whi ch b oys na.Lurnlly take wi th a s incere npprcciat iou. 
From tha t day, while he remained with u , 'Ned 
\ \Tilson, sir' and the boy:; .. were fas t fri end:::. AL e~·ery 
oppo rtuni t.y we .. ough t him a t his wor k, or whercYer he 
migh t be, and iu Lhe evening we bccnme his in t ructor::. 
in the a lph abet, which, wi th g rent per sevcrence, he 
mastered; then in wr i ting aucl spelling, unt il the cl iffieul-
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t ics of lhese lcmcnl were urmountcd und he became 
enabled to read with more faci li ty t han i:; oflcn reached 
by younger scholars in the :ame pe~· iotl .. Hi:; inte rest 
and grnlitude were unboun<lecl . lI1:; ::afcly aL length 
rendered it ncce:-:sary fo r him Lu' ru n 011 ,' :i ncl he l e ~ 
us with ·acldcncd heart aL the 1 ~:1 rti ng, )·cL with g ratef'ul 
remembrance of !t i · sojourn in ou r !tome. 

" Tlte next 1ememhered were .John nn1l . \.rnn1 i11 la D or­
sey ; t hey came a t the pork-butcheri ng-time ; t h.e )'t':tr 
not recalled. The i 111 pr~si on of Lhci r ad ve11 t 1:; Lh:tt 
seei ng the woman engaged aL the Ltihle where Lhesausng~s 

.... beincr 1)repa rcd her name was askecl . 'l\Jy name 1i; 
\\ ... 0 ' • ' 1 
A rrowmi nla, 1Jt1L you may call me 1ll utla, for ·hort, an( 
, .i\lintft' bcc·:unc c. ... tahli::hecl in th e kitchen at the head 
of the cul inary department, pn1\·i11g to he an excellent 
helper Lo our r11olher, capable 111' relieYing her. o.r ninny 
en.re;;. H e r hu,;barnl , J ohn, had been a m111 1::Lcr or 
exhorter a 111ong t heir pe<iple; he was inlell igeut and 
with some c111:d ific:tt ion for :t preacher if' he hacl had :i 
better opportun ity fu r ed ucalio11; hut he d id not take 
ardentl y Lo wo rk, ancl wm; fo11dcr or nn argument Lh:m 
such en~pl oylllenL as requ ired tlie diligence of his hands. 
After remai11ing :t sho rt pcri cHI they were fo rwarded to 
our Un<.:lc "\\' illi :un IL .John:;nn, and from there suhse-
c ucnt l)' procc•cdecl to C:rnacla. • 
l . . . . 1 f l "One of the 111ost exc:1 Lm~ me1< Cills o capture an( 
cscn pc which occurred in \\' c:-:L ChcRter, was that of 
Rachel Har ri,; . Tl1c succc,;,.;f'ul ma nner in " ·hi eh !'l1e 
was coll\·eye<l out of \ Vest Che:-tc r, by J3cnjamin nnd 
I saiah P rice, i:; narrntc<l in her Hi:;tory. 

" A later case ,,·as tha t of IT en ry Cln rk, alias A nd rew 
Commcgy;;, who \\·:1s a character uf' notable interest . Ho 
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nrri Yecl at the form-gate one . ultry summer morni ng, 
enquired !he way to ::\fr. B enjamin Price'::. aud wn ~ 

<1u ilc gl:Hl to fiml h im:-:elf so ue:1r hi~ destination. B e­
ing piloted lo where our fat her w:1s al work in one of 
the fi eld::, he told the story of h i· escape. H e w:t 

owned hy a l\Ir. 'ommeg:y::, who liYetl near 'nntwcll 
Bridge in D elaware. To :woid being :mld at the seltle-
111ent or h i . late 111:1ster ' . e:;fatc, or of foiling inlo the 
h:rncls of the ,·ouw• m:1:;tcr whose <li ·11osit ion wn · reek-

• I:> ' 

lc:'...: ly cruel nnd cxlra \·agant, he resoh-ed upon flight. 
H e wa:: fam iliar with the roncl · to \\ i lm in~ton nncl the 
vicinity, where, a· the trusted $Crrnnr. of his old mn·ter, 
he wa ·often permitted to dri\·e hi cnrrincre aud teams, 
and eycn to go Lherc :doue on ome holi<lny excu rsion 
to v isit his friends. 

" H e made h i · ca..:c k nown to the ycteran fri<'1Hl of the 
sla\·e, T homas :.-:1r rcit , who g!'l\·c him :1 ccurnlc d ircc­
Lion ·for fin d ing ou r 1: 1 thcr·~ plate. H e h:tcl _ct out be­
fo re rnid nighL nnd had reach •d hi· clc:;t inat ion in :1fcty, 
and wi thout ha Ying mndc a single enquiry, unti l he 
a keel his quc--tion at Lhe gnle. H e :iflerwn rd _nid tha t 
"h is hen r t jumped r ight up in hi · mout h ns he nskecl, 
fro m fon r of bej ng bet m ycd and cnt buck, nud he 
LhoughL that cYcry eye that looked townrcl hi m, :t · he 
cnmc n1ong after ch ylig ht, might be till enemy who 
, ,·ou ld g ive in.formn.tion that he had been een upon the 
r ond. 

" I t now seems incredible thnt it should h1w c been 
deemed si1fo for h im to remain iu a neighborhood so 
l ittle removed fro m the Yiciuity of his for mer home. 
B ut he became imprc.'0:-cd with a feeling of security, re­
sulting from h is confidence in our father, which made 
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him reluctant to Iea,·e us. H e engaged in work on the 
farm and pro,red to be a n i.ndu. t rious und rclinhlc 
hand, was a grcnt talker, Yery jocular, was not ionale 
and pecu liar to a degree, !'Omewha t H I per:-1l i t.iou:,:, a nd 
had imbibed :L d read of med it al t.uclen ts, wh om he c:;1llcd 
'Stttdeons,' gett ing pos:<c..;s ion of his body a ~er death. 
H e was something of a wi t nod beca me a g reat. fiwor­
ite with us a ll, iu our work together on the farm. ] re 
cont inued with us fo r :ome years, during which Lime he 
beca me de~irou · of having his wife and fomi ly j oin 
him. They were free a nd had fo r some Lime resided in 
\Vil mingt.on, bu t it was deemed inadvisable on accoun t 
of incrca!'ing h is liahili t,y to 1·(·ca pturc. The only eo111-
mu ni cation between them w;1..; lh roug h 'L'homn: Cn rrct.l. 
H e now IH'~an to cnt,erta i11 the pr.~ject of p urc haHing hi. 
freedom from h is young 111:1,;ter, who, iL wa: asccrt n. i11ctl, 
had taken the ahscomlecl chat l<'l a L a risk nt. :i mocle rnlc 
ratC', upon an appraisemcn1 in lh<' ncljt1">Lmc11 t of lhc 
e:tate. :N" e~ot i:ition. fo r tlti,; p11 rpo ·e: we re opened 
Lhro11g lt Th1J111as C:arret.L, whi t" h, a fte r mu ch unf'ntisfo c­
tory pa rl ey :111cl de lay, e,· ide11 I l y prolonged in Lhe lto p.e 
of discovering the refuge of t he slave, were fina lly 
sueec:;,:ful ly acco mpli: hcd a1Hl the money p:iid hy 
Thomas Ga rrcl,l, who t,hcn r<' <.:civcd ~L clear b ill of ·ale. 

" H enry had been very >'avi 11 .~ nnd had a con: iclerahle 
sum laid hy for Lhis pu rpo:-:c. • 'ome cont ribut ion · were 
ii<lcl ecl a ncl he was soon enahl cll to clear h is inclebLetl­
ne:-:s. H e now rented <L house belonging to t.he la te 
.James Painter whi ch stood by the road-side, between 
Painter's d welling and t,he · 'trect Road ; here h is family 
came to Jive, a nd remained for several yenrs. Hiiving 
now ob tained his freedom, H enry resumed his form er 
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nnmc of Andy ( Andrew) \\-ith hi mn ter' ~nrnarne, ns 
of old, and by thi · unmc he wn afterward kuown. H e 
continued to work.. for our father fo r a, considerable 
pe1·iod; bu t his l:tud lord haying need of a Jnrge fo rce of 
help, became dcsirou of hi:; !'ervice.s if he houltl con­
tinue to occupy hi house. After thi- he only worked 
for us occa ionrtl ly, when he could get off from his 
employer, a t the end of harvc.;t, corn-hu ~king, etc. In 
later yea rs he became afHicted nncl helpless from the 
cxpo:;ure and OYCrwork of hi · early years under the 
la ·k-111n ter. His ·on ·t itution orio-inallv of the mo t 

, 0 · ' 

robu t chnrncter, been me broken and he g radually suc-
cumbed to the cncron.chmenls of di case. H e died in 
Lhe old log house nt the corner of I.ho .. Wilming ton R.oad 
Hud the road leading to J c...<:See :\forcer's pince, in the 
yen1· 1 -. Our brother, Dr. J acob Price, of "\Vest 

'bester, long gaye him comfor t a nd faithful attention 
:1ud strove, n far 11 po ·:ible, to ::o mooth the declin ing 
path of the faithful sen-nnt of many year in our enrly 
home. H e wns alway::; g rnt.eful for the ki11d11c&; ancl 
care munifbl ted for h i::; welfare, which he felt had been 
uninterrupted from the morning he first entered Lhe 
l::uie Lo om· parent's dwelling. 

"The:e fow ca cs may seryc to give ome insight into 
t,he unobtrusive fu l fi ll men t on the par t of our parents 
of the Christ ian comnumd, 'As you would t.luit men 
sho11 ld do uuto y ou, cl9 ye even so unto them.' 

"Benjamin Price, son of Philip and Rachel Price, of 
East Brndforcl, Chester county, was born Twelfth Month , 
(D ecember) 17th, 1793. H o died First Mouth (JHnuary) 
8th , 1871. Jnne Price da uO'hter of Jacob and l\Iary 

' 0 
Shaw Paxson, was born in Abington township, l\Iont-
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gorne ry cou nty, Tenth nfonth (Oct.ohcr) I 8th, ! 7!J1 , ::_n ~l 
d ied at West 'hcstcr, Fifth Month (May) t,h, 1 f 6. 
T hey were married :ti. Abington l\[ceting Hou~c, on the 
J 2th 0 f , 'i.x :Month, J '17, ancl cclcbrnlcd their golden 
wedding 12!.h of . ' i.xth :Month, J G7. 

S AM £ 1. ) f. l'A LN 'l' ER. 

, 'amuel :i\L P nintcr, of \ Vc:t 'hc:>tCI', wn: nn ca rn e:-1 !. 
advocate nnd supportcl' of human l iber ty and of j rn;t icc 
t.o a ll ; and, li ke Abraham Lincoln, " he would that nil 
men, everywhere, were free." Ile was nn out.spoken, 
un compromising opponent of negro bondage ; and ns n. 
com;equcnce, hud ju!'t as ou t~pok~n proslit\·ery opp~­

ncnt.-;. Jle kept :t book slurc and c1rc11 lalecl many :mti ­
sl:t\·er y lrads from t.hc ('Clll ral anti-:;lit\·cry ofH cc of 
J. :\Ci ilcr :\ [cJG m, in Ph i laclcl pit i:t. 

At. one t ime a prominent c· it izcn of \ Ve:>!. ' hcslcr , 
p11rcha:;Pd paper at his slon', which his wi fo ch:uicccl Lo 

wrap in an an ti-slavery trad. . 'eeing the word anti­
slavery, he lore off the wr:tppP•", Lhl'cw it \\'tty con lcmpl­
ously, and wal k.eel out sayi11g " I clidn't come hern Lo be 
insul ted." 

A neighbor remonstrnlcc1 with the subject of this 
sketch for lwi n~ an aboli t ion ist, a ncl proceeded to aclv i: e 
h im in the maller. • ':u nucl replied," l\[y religion i: to 
r clie,·c th ose who a rc opp rc:;se<l, a· I would ltaYc them 
do for me under simila r cil'<.; tt mstan<.;es." 

"Yes," respunded the neig hbor, "you wo11 lc1 wrong 
the Sou th em er::i rrnd sell your soul for a n igger ." 

A young, gen teel, intclligenL looki ng colored man, 
once called at the store with a note from Thomas Gar­
rett, \ Vilmington, written in hierogly phics, and said he 

I 

"' 
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knew hi pursuers were close after him. H e was well­
b red and u~ctl exlraorcliunrily good langunge. 

, amuel k ept him un til n ight and then took him lo 
J ohn Vickers, whence he wn ~cnt lo Emmor K imber 
Kimber ton, thence to B o ton. H e had been brought 
up a a h ou e erYnnl. Hi~ ~ unsity and intelligcn.cc 
won fo r him the esteem of some friend who took hun 
Lo E urope. H erc he met with unexpected ucres.::, ~nd 
wrote back to the friend · who a..: ·istcd him, ex prcsi;mg 
hi deep grnlilude fo r the un elfish, unrccompcn::cd 
kindncs:; th ey had hc:towed upon him in hi hnzn rdous 

j ourney fro m hondagc lo fr eclom. . 
A m~:-ic11ger came in ha te to the tore one mgh t nnd 

told amuel that he w:1 wnutcd nt the hcri fl's office; 
"that two uegro women had been a1Te~ted and ta ken 
there by thoi r masters who had pronm them be­
fore J udge Darling ton to be their slnYes · but the 
paper::; the owners presented were dcfoctin~ in some 
legn.l poiut, and P . F razer , mith, E sq., who wa ever 
acLivo in defond ing fugitin~~. :;eeing this, was demlllld ing 
their release. \ Vhilc the lave-cntchcrs were dcvi ing 
some plan by which t he women could be secured until 
other pn.pcrs were ob tained, nmucl told these thnt 
he wished to sec them n.lone in another room. The 
owners objected, but he persisted nnd obtniued t ho in­
terview. H e tolcl them to come with hi m, t hat he would 
p rovide for them during the night and they should not 
be returned to sln.Ycry. They hcsititted, snyiug thnt 
their masters had p romised them silk dres es if they 
would return, tha t they could be in the pn rlor and would 
not have to " ·ork out, and thn,t they should not be sold. 
Samuel told them they knew the slave-holders well 
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enoug h n ot to bclie\·e that they would go to the t rouble 
and expense of coming so far and cnpluring them, ju t, 

to tnkc them back and keep the111 in thnt ty le; that. 11 • 

soon as they r eturned wiLh their mast.er I.hey would he 
sold into Georg ia. They went with him, Lhc s la \·e­
holders following them to the hou c. • n111ucl fo rha<le 
t he masters to enter. In the night he t.oo k the wom 11 

to J ohn Vick ers, who immedia tely cnL Lhem wi t,h a 
colored man to Esther L ewis. The nig ht being very 
dni:k a nd stormy, the mnn missed the ron.d and upset 
Lhe clcarborn. After considerable effort in the impene­
t rabl e da rkness, he got it right s ide up ngnin ; but gett ing 
bewilde red he sta rted in th e ·wrong direct ion and fi nal ly 
fou nd h imself nL his starting poin t, nt .John V icke r:; ' 
house. T he nex t night they were mOl'c : 11 ccessful , :1110 
the Lewis family sta r ted them OIL a di reel I inc for l3o ton 

' wh ich they rcnc:hcd in !"afoty. 
One clay a man came hu rried ly into th e store nnd 

to ld Samuel Painter he wa.· wanted nt the oA-icc o l' 
.Judge Thonws • '. J3cl J irmncd intcl y-LhaL ft slave had 
been brouglr t there. H e locked the store-door a t once 
nnd stnrte<l, Just th en a Friend accosted lrim nnd asked 
"why he was locking up at Llmt Lime of day." , a mue l 
told h in1 : " Thee hacl better attend to thy bus iness 
mrcl let the niggers take care of thcmscl vcs," was the 
volun teer advice of Lhc man in pin.in nttirc. But it did 
not accord with • 'amu cl's view of n Chri: t ian's duty, and 
he p roceeded to the judge':; ofH ce und found there :i 

woman whom her master !r ad cap t ured and p roved Lo 
b e Iris prop erty. The req ui red ccrti fi cntc of r endition 
had Leen m ade out, and the poor woman hncl to return 
to her former dreaded condi t ion as a s lave. 
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I t wn Lhc cuslom of . \;1yc owne1 to employ person 
in the ~orth known by the :::obriquet of" k idnappers" 
to m:··i ·t lhem in cntchino- "run nwny~ . About 1 37, ft 

c:1rrh1gc wn. dri Yen up lo l he '\Vnshington Hou~c, \\ est 
'hcster, wh ere DaYid M. ::\[eFarlnnd's bank now ~ta nds, 

wi th two men in it, who, a ficr h a\·ing ordered their d in­
ner :1nd their h orses to be fed . inquired of the la ndlord 
where they could fin d omc one who would c.'ltch n sl:w c 
fo r them, whom they dc.-;c ribed Ycry minutely, nying 
at the :::nmc t ime that " he w:r now iu the employ of 
.To.· l\lla. • lmrple:"s, near D owningtown." They were re­
ferred lo one wh o would do thi ~ hameful Lhino-. 

0 

It f:O ha ppened thal, 'amuel i\I. P a inter wn ~tanding 

un ob:crYcd ou hi cloo r:;tc1r, dircclly adjoining th e 
hotel, where he O\·crhcarcl t he co1wersnt ion, nud imme­
clintely disp atched a. me,,; ·engcr to J oshua with the iu­
tclligencc, who notifi ed the slnYe of the eircum t.ance, 
whcu the lat ter a t once sta rted in hn tc townrd Lion­
vil lc. H erc he rncL with J ohn\ ick ers nnd begged of 
him to. ecrctc him ~om where about the prcmLes. J ohu 
knew he would be :;u pcctcd and wn fcn rf'ul of' the re­
sult, but finally couclucled to tak e him to hi ~ woodpile, 
where he h ad a g reat many cord::; of wood ranked 
away. '!'here they fixed him up a. secure hiding-p lace 
nncl h~d but .iu t left when the pnrty who hnd truck 
the tnul ca.me dri Ying up nncl inquired if there wn such 
n pcr;-on about . \ ick er:; said: " There i no uch man 
in ~11y h ouse." " H ow is it nt the barn ?" the p ar ty in­
quired. " I know of none there ; if there i nuy uch 
person in any of my bui ldin•!S it is unknown to me," 
r eplied V ick ers. The guide t~d his employers tlrnt if 
Mr. Vick ers pn.;;secl his word there was uo use in search-
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ing, ::o they dro\·c on. The fltrnngcr wns feel in his coop 
for some day;; nnd then !"cnt ofr for Uanncla. 

ln 1862, during the war, n free colored woman in one 
of the northern s la ,·c S lates, lcnmecl one nig ht tha t hc 1· 
h us ban<l, living with his muster ten mile· cli:tan t, was to 
be ::old next clay . Brav ing lhc darknc."d of nig ht s he 
s ta;· tcd on foot through fields a nd for ·t:; to Yisit hin1 , 
rea ching the pince long before morning . Arow;ing so111 e 
of the colored inmatCl , she told her c rrnncl , found the 
report to be true, and th:it her hu band was lh en lockccl 
in jail to p rc,·cnt his trying to e:cape be.fore .nuclion­
day. In the morning she remonstra ted w1lh his 1.nn .tc r 
nnc1 impl or ed him n ot to sell he r husband, rc m1 nd111g 
hi m of the promi::c made hi:-: wifo before he r death that 
he wou ld not sell i\[i kc, h11t would g i,·c hi m hi: frcedoni. 
The appeal touched :i sympathizing cord in the slave­
h ol<ler ':-: heart, and he y i<·ld\.:rl to he r c:trnest, . upplication , 
so far a,; to rc ,·oke his d (·<· i:-:ion to ::e ll him ut Ut:tt t ime. 

\ \'hilc there, Lh erc appea red to he r in n dream n 
nor t hern town and in it :t brie k house with iV)' cli n crinu 

M 0 

t o the w:tlls ; to th:tt place ,.;he fo lt herself dircct,cd to g o. 
B eing dcrntcd to prnycr, nlHl having full faith in t he 
manifo...;laLions and clireclion~ of J)i,·inc Providence, she 
rc::;oh·c<l to leave her l111~liand, take he r ch ild and pro­
ceed nor thward, t rusting t hat t he way "·oulc.1 be pointed 
out to her, [U1d LlmL her husband wou ld soou fi nd means 
t o e:;capc and foll ow h er. •' he was passed from friend 
to fr iend unt il she reached \V c.-;t Chester , Pa. H erc her 
child was taken s ick. On her way up High s t reet to 
th e ofii ce of Dr. J. B. \Vooc.1, she saw the idcnticn l 
house that s he had seen in he r v isio11. Enteri ng it she 
found i t to be Lhc residence of Samuel 1\1. Pa.inter. H e 
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hnd a sick sold ier in the hou~e, whom his wife wns 
caring for, nnd they were in pre...~ing need of help. 
1Vtcr the wom:rn re lated her tory they engaged her to 
a~ ·ist them. 'he r cm:1ined with them three month~, nnd 
pro\·ed he rself an excellent woman nnd faithful sernuit. 
A t t he end of thi ' t ime she lcnruccl thnt two men .who 
hnd fl ed from t he • out h were theu in Kennet t ; the 
descrip t ion of one of them corre~ pondccl with that of her 
hu bancl. 1\Ic:1n- were furui,;hed her to go there nnd sec 

if it were he. To her unbounded j oy , her fond 
11 11 l i(;ipalio11 · were reali zed . The hcnrt thnt hns DCYCr 

known the t:'!ta:-:.r and wcct deli rrhts of home-love ca n 
earccly conceive the rnpturc of n. meeting such as this. 

E 'cnpcd from the bond · of a hntcd Jn,·ery, r euni ted by 
the guida nce of a Di,· inc ProYidcncc amid t friend in :i 
free • tatc, exu lting in t he COJJ ciou ne~~ thnt no lnye 
owner could now SC[lnrntc them their t hank rri\"inrr and 

' 0 0 

prai se went up to H caYen a cnrncstly nnd dcyoutly n 
c\·cr the c a ·ccn<lcd from the bnnks of t.he R ed en or 
Lhc H.oek of Plymouth. 

They wen t to 'n muel [. Pnintcr's, house aud inn few 
days tarted for Harrisburg. 

ABHAFrA'.\C D . HADD, .JOHN BROWX .L"D BE:\J.Dlf~ 

VHEEMA.X. 

These th ree colo red men lived in 'Vest Chester , and 
were considered by , nn1uel l\L Painter among hi most 
reliable ns ·istants. 

.Abraham hadcl owned proper ty nud entertained and 
fo n varded fug it ive . H e "·as free-born in Maryland, 
was intelligent nnd quite well educated. 

John Brown render ed assistance nt nll t imes when 
cnlled upou. 

p 
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B enjamin Freeman had not accommodations fo r 
lodging fug ifo·es, but ga,·e them food nnd conducted 
them t.o places in rod out of the town. 

At one l ime a man and a woman en lied. H e con­
sen ted to fix a place in which they could s leep that 
nigh t . Next day he took them as for as t.he mal t-house 
no;U1 of \Yest Chester and directed them to J oh11 
Vickers. Arriving there, the family hnd doubt· about 
the ir being genuine Underground Rail road pn~ engers. 
A few well-d ircct.e<l questions were put. Lo t hem, when it. 
wa.c; decided they were impostors. T hey were turned out 
to take care of themselves. 

~ A'ffL\N EY A::-<S. 

The anLi-sla ,·cry cau:c and t he negro fleeing from 
bondage, had no more staun ch friend thun Nathan 
L ,•an:<, of \Villistow n, Chester coun ty. L iving in a 
c<111sen·ati ,.e ne igh borhood, surrounded by n. con ·erva­
t i ,·c element, his labors in that Yicinity in behnl f' of" the 
colorecl race had hut fow sym p:tt.h izers and fewer sup­
po1tcr:<. His honest. opponent.':! disparaged him; the 
b igoted decried hi111 , hut 

" Liken firm r ock lhaL in mitltoccnn brsn·cs 
'rh c wnr of whirlwiJHls nnd Lho <lush o f Wll\"CS, " 

b e was unmoved by any opposition, and mn.in t1Liued 
calmly, pcr::iist.cntly ancl uprig ht ly what he believed to 
be the true principles <;f righ teousness nnd the duty of 
man to his fol low-man. 

He was n. minister in the ' 'ociety of Friend·. H is 
discour;;es were pure, earnest, sol id nnd in truetive, bu t 
he would introduce into t hem the su~jeets of slnve1·y 
and tempernnce. These were obj ected to; they were 
not populn r in his neighborhood, and his persistence in 

NATHA.X EYA~S. 
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speaking of them in relio-iou meetings nnd in pri\·nte 
con ,·er·ation made him aIBo unpopular. The meeting 
admonished him to cea~e from bringing these ubject· 
into hi ' . erm o1r , or they would have to denl with him for 
the offonce. But he p;icl no heed to their counsel, be­
lie,·ing the cause he nckocated to be ju t nod thnt people 
must be spoken to before t hey would lenru. H e often 
repcnterl the couplet : 

" T r uth:i w oulcl you t ench to Stl \"C n :>inking . lond 
All ~hun , none :lid yo u, ond few mulcr>;tnnd." 

He held it to he :t rcl io·iou· duty that dernlved upon "" . 
him Lo ·peak ngain · t, a ll manner of in or evil, no 
matter what foscinntions it presented, nor how lucrn tiYe 
it might. be to iudi ,·iduals, ·ociety or the tate. If it 
received the i;anction of :.oyernment and wns legnlized 
by. tatutcs, the church hould exclaim agninst it, nod 
the people be in ·trncte<l to oppo~e it. 

The oppo ition to him, howe,·er, in the meetiug was 
l:!O ·Lrong thnt he was d i::;owued from membership. He 
bore thi - act with patience and cha r ity, never uttering 
a. word of cont umely ngnin t his ndversnries. H e was 
willing to concede tha t they ncted according to the 
highest light they had recei,·ed or comprehenderl. But 
he considered thnt they needed more light to di pel the 
E gy ptian d:nkuess throuo-h which they were tra.velling. 
He cont.inned to attend 1~eetin 0' a · befo re nnd took his 

0 ' 
accustomed sca t nnd p renched as usual. A li ttle amuse-
ment wa crented on one occasion when he nll11Jed in n 
sermon to a pttrty of men and women who had come to 
his place ii few nights before, poo rly clnd, tired and 
hw1gry, their flesh bearin ()' the ma rks of the lnsh; when 
he depicted the ao-onics of the mother whose child hnd 

0 ' 
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been torn from her a nd sold to trader.;.:, and ::;poke of hi 
heare rs ' apathy in thi ·matter n:; profos..,ing C'h ris tin us, 
been use they wel'C not persona l ob:::cn ·er. of' t hc,:e wrong:; 
and suffe r ings, a nd because t heir ow11 pe r,;ons, a nd tho,;e 
of their fr iends were exempt from t h i: ·yslen1 of hold ing 
cha ttel proper ty in man; and when, nt t lt i: poin t, one 
of the elder ly friends in t he " galle ry" behind h im 
rema rked : " lia \·C a li ttle mercy Oil us," he paused for 

11 moment, t ur ned his eye.':! reve1·en t lr upward , nnd t hen, 
wit h n. g rnve and gentle air, rep li ed : " J lmvc yet rna ny 
t hinLrs to say unlo you, but I cc ye llre not a ble to bea r 
then~ now." H e a lluded no more to the su bject, hu t 
the n•mninclc r of !tis se rmon wa:: a touch ing one on Jo,·e 
an<l k indness. 
Fu~it i ,·es were ~en l lo hi" place from \\f csL 'hc:te r, 

and f'rom the \\'C.':!lcrn and sout.hcrn pa rt. or 'ltc:tcr 
co un ty, aod were !'ent, or ta ken hy him to E lijah F . 
P cnnypackcr 's, to Phi lade lphia, and Lo James L ewi:;'-, 
in D elnware county. 

His :ou D avid, now li ,· ing, has kept a <lia1·y s in ce he 
was :t boy, in whi ch he noted an ti-sht,·ery a nd 11dc1·­
g rou11<l Ha ilroacl ineidcnt:; as they tran pircd, a fow of 
wh iC'11 we ext ract to ~how Lo\\· t ltc b us in e .. s wa · con­
ducted at t hat st:i.Lion. 

A memorandu m i:; made of t he first anti-slavery 11tt el­

ing in JVilli:ilown, wl. ich was held in the F riends' Mectino­
School H ouse, T wC'lfth 1110 . (D ecember) 17t h, 1836~ 
addrc,;secl by " ' ill iam Whitehead, of \ Vest '!tester ; 
N a than Evans p resided and D r. J oseph Hickman acted 
as • 'ccrctar y. 

T welfth mo. 30th.-Charlcs C. Burleigh lcct u red a t 
the sa me sch ool hou:;e. 

I 
t 
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18±2-Eighth mo. l9lh.-I . lnrted nt t wo o clo<'k , A . 
l\L, with fo ur colored persons to th e anti-~l:wery offi<'e 
in Philadelphia . They wel'C sen t here la t eye1~ing by 
Jame~ F ulton, in ciuc of H enry L ee (colored) . These 
were the fi rst taken lo the a11 li-slctr:ery '!Oice. 

Eig h t h mo. :2 'th.- 'l'wo more came from t he land of 
bondage, on their way to 'an ada. 

Ni nth mo. 22nd.- .About two A. ?IL, Luken~ P ierce 
clro,·e he re with a fo u r-ho t"C w:v•on con tainin•" twcn ty-o . 
fi \'C colorccl persons-men, women and children. I took 
thirteen that cyening to the a nti- l1wery offi ce in P hil:l­
dclphi:t; and on the n ig ht of the 2-Hh, D:wi Garrett, 
Jr., and J ohn \\Trig ht (colored) took t he rcmnindcr in 
Lwo clca r born . 

.r in th mo. 27th .- 1'lari;.o \ Voodwnrd, of ::\fo rsha ll ton, 
brough t Lwo color ed women, "on their wny towa rd the 
N orth • tar ; " m ot her look them to P hiladelph ia on the 
2!J th . 

T en th mo. LOth.- A man nncl \\'lHnan ca me th i · eycn­

ing ; J ohn \ Vright took th em to Philadelphi a on the ] 2th. 
T ent h mo. 19th.- Jlcnry L ee (colored) b rought two 

women iu1 d three child ren from Jnmcs Fulton· ; cou in 
J osh ua leuclcnon took th em to Ph ilaclclpL in t hnt nig ht. 

T en th mo. 20t h.- Lukcns P ie rce came with six teen; 
fa ther took t hem to I h iladclph i:i. next nigh t. Th is 
pa rty wa. from \ Ya ·hington City and t hey "eemcd re­
markably well-bred a nd inte lligen t. 

D av is Garret, J r., toor~ to P hilndel­
phin. a man and n, woma n. 

r~enth m o. 27th.- Cou. in J o hua. Clendenon nnd 
moth er took .th ree men to P hiladclpl1in. 

E leven th mo. 2nd.-A colored tnv.;·eler anivcd, nnd 
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wen t to Philadel phia. with father on :1 loncl of hny. 
This mnn in fo rmed u that . c\•cr:i. l more were not fa r 
behind . Accord ing ly, about Lwo o'cloc:k on t he morn ing 
of t he 5th, . ' imon Barnnrd en.me wi th e lc,·cn men nnd 
t wo women; D n\'i Garrclt nn<l \V ill iam H ibbard , ,Jr. , 
took t hem to Phil:1clelpl1ia t he fo llow in~ nigh t. i11 f\rn 

one-horse denrbor ns. 
Eleven th mo. 13th.- illordec:1i Haye:; nrri,·cd nho11l 

3 o'clock in Lhc morning wi th fi ve men. ( took th C'111 
to Philadelphia t hat nig ht excepL one old man who re­
mained and hired wit h 11s. 

Ele,·eDLh mo. ] 5th.-Three men came, and we f'c11 L 
t hem lo .James J_,cwis' 011 lhc ] 7t.h. 

T hc,:c dales of a r r i ,·:ti a n<l <l epa r l 11 re show the :i 11101111 I 
of hu ,..ines· clone :i.t t hat ,:tal ion, a nd how it wa: co11-
cluclccl. It will be ,..ccn !hat t he nrri n tl: were frequ ent, 
n11cl that n o li t tle labor wa,: required , in :t(ldiLion Lo form 
and house work, to pro\'idc fo r and to tran sm it lhC' 
11 u111her th a t. called yc•arly. J\ nd thus it conrin11ecl 
through a period of ,:c,·c ra l year. . D r. Bar t.holon1r w 
Fussell , and .Joseph Painte r, of \\Tc:;t Ch~ tcr, nl:;o f'ent 
fu g iliYcs to this place'. 

"'"athn11 Evans frequrnlly ,:aid that a. g reat ca lalll it.y 
woulcl yeL befall t his l\ation if the ·in of sl:L\·ery co11-
t inu <'d to be upheld hy !he people, nnd sanctioned hy 
t he G11\·ern mcn t. H e 1-'Ccmccl lo ha m a. clea r, prop heti c 
,· is ion of t he !11anner in whi ch Goel would punish Lho 
people of Lhis coun t ry i i' they did not r epent. and give 
freedom to t he child ren of A fri ca h eld h ere in chains. 
His p red ictions, even to th e detai ls of the war rrnd its 
consequences, have been litera.lly verified. 

"While t he subject of t his sketch was unpopular in his 

l 
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own section, on account of his pers i tence in speaking of 
sl avery in r eligiou gatherings, nnd to h is neighbors who 
opposed him, yet a mongst nboli tioni ts h e W!\S regarded 
as a. worthy, con cientiou mnn, warm-hearted, nnd, 
th ough nd vanccd in yc:ws, h is hand and hear t nnd 
and pocket were nil combined to nid in the <:Ruse. A1'J 
n speaker a t ant i-:::lavery meetings he wn regarded ns 
cam t , sincere and t ru th ful, nml h is di courses wer e 
weighty nnd nrg umenLatiYe, bn cd upon scriptural 
g rounds. TherC'.fore, " ·hile they were solid, they did 
not especially ntl rnct th e mn~"'es, and he wn considered 
a little more tedious than the pcnk er who warm up 
w ith the entlrn ·ia. m of the moment, nnd C.'lrries h is nudi­
cn ce with him upon the tide of pleasing a nd thrilling 
though t. 

Ilis Rdhereuce to th e principles of right, as he sn.w mJd 
belie,·cd them, in all his intercourse in life, and his 
chari ty fo r tho~c who h eld Yiews diflercnt from his own, 
drew Lo him others who b e<Ynn to think and beliC\·e with 

0 

himself. B u t i t was n ot un til clurin rr the wnr when the 
0 

general opinion of the coun t ry concerning ·lnver y wns 
changed, th at t he principles he ma intained were adopted 
in hi. own ucighborh oocl-n. per iod he d id not live to see. 



CHAPTER XX. 

JA~1~ r.~w1R nnd J Al l r.8 T . DA:-;:-;Ai.:En .-:lfnn~· Fus:iti\·c~ Tnk<'n to th<' 

Anli-sln \'Cry Onicc, Philnd clph in.-Ro1mnT l"l.'H\' lti.-Tlll' Dordey 
Droth c r11 . 

.JA11lE. LEWIS AXD .JAl\rnS T. DAXXAK lm . 

(Jn mes Le wis , Born No\'cmbcr 8th , 1802.-Dic d i\fuy !!Jth , J87G.) (J nmC's 
T. D1111 nnkcr, .Born lll 11rch 1Ith,181-1.) 

In the laLter part. of 1837, James L ewis, cul' r icl' and 
tanner, in fnrpl c townsh ip, D ela.ware count.y, ten miles 
from Philadelphia, fclL constrained to give hi supporL 
to th e anti-sla ,·cry moycment then being ngi lated lit rough­
out the cou ntry. H e was united with in t his ndrnncccl 
~lep in their ncighborhoocl by James T . D annakcr, an 
intelligent, rad ical thinker, then res iding with him, and 
who was his co-wol'ker in the tcmpcrnncc cnu. c. , 11(')1 

wa:; the oppos ition to lhi ,; " new dcpn rLure" of ,Jame.-; 
L ewis Lliat some of his ('t1,.;lomer: wi thdrew theil' patron­
age. Hut this ncithel' changed his conv ict.ion: of right. 
1101· caused him to swen·o from his . t rictly 011wa1·cl courl"c 
in whaL ho felt to be a moral du ty. As congenial spirit: 
a rc attra.ctc<l towa rds each other, so James L ewis soon 
found gathering a rounrl h im new friends who ·e intel­
lectua l and mornl worth li e highly appreciated ; and his 
fooli ng was r eciprocated by them. .Among t.hc:c were 
the you nger members of the Sellers families, in U ppc1· 
Darby. They h eld private meetings at each other's 
houses fo r counsel and encouragement. Fina lly tlrny 
decided to have a public meeting, and secured an able 
speaker. A fter considernble effor t they obtained the 
privilege of using Marple school-house, No. 1. This 

(' 

I 

, , 

J Al\IES LEWIS. 
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caused much excitement, nnd when the nppoiuted time 
came the house wns crowded "' i th friend nnd foes, a 
large number being unable to gnin admitbrnce. A gang 
of twenty cnmc for the expre..::s purpo e of breaking up 
the meeting when anything shou ld be aid that they 
could u c as a proYocation to carrying out thei1· plot. 
The speaker, T homa Enrle, nrri\·ed, accompanied by . 
• ellcrs, and moYed through the crowd to t he platform. 
After a few moment of im prcssi,·e ilcuce, Thoma 
End e aro e, nnd in a quiet, d ignified manner, said tlrn,t 
he had come there fo r t he pm po e of talking upon the 
subject of A merican ·lnvery, but having heard on his 
way that there was ome opposition, be d id not wi h to 
intrude nnd propo ed t hnt James Lewis take the sense 
of the meeting whether or not he should speak. The 
vote was almost unanimous fo r him to p roceed. H e 
spoke nearly t \vo hours, and held the audience throughout 
in rnpt attention, a if spell-bound, by hi~ touching 
appeals and persua ive orn tor y. H e picttLred the life 
of t he Uill·equi ted laborer, of families sepnrnted at the 
auction-block and fo nd affections outraged. H e brought 
t his cond ition of servit ude directly home to the firesides 
and h earts of his audience, " remembering t hose who 
were in chains ns bound wi th them," and so effective 
was this por traiture thnt at the close of the roeetiJ1g 
"many who came to scoff remni'ned to pray." Among 
t.he first to take the speaker by the hand and thnnk him 
for the light nnd the instructions g iven, were some of 
t he lenders of t he par ty who had designed to be ob­
streper ous. This meeting was followed by others, nnd 
by debates in d ifre rent par ts of D elaware and Chester 
counties, which largely cha.nged sentiment in favor of 

P* 
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. t he aboli tion of slavery. James L ewi. now became 
known as a fi rm and earnest aboli tioni. l. 

About the yenr 1839, Nathan Ernn , nn ngecl Friend, 
of 'Willistown, 'hcster county, who had for yen rs made 
frequent trips Lo Philadelphia. wi th la rge numbers of 
fu g it ive, called on .James Lewis lo as k if he would 
ma ke his place an intermediate stat ion. This wa ag reed 
to, and James T. Dannnker accepted the po:::ilion of' 
" conductor " on thn.t. part. of the route. H e acconqm­
nied Nathan to I.he city with eigh t fu g it.ivcs, I.he laLtcr 
then in charge, and wa. introd uced lo families with 
whom Nathan hncl been uccustomed to leave them Hncl 
told how to ma1rnge the bu ineEs secretly. 

If circumstances rendered it inconvenien t. or danger­
ous fo r any one of these fam ilies to a ccommodate I.he 
fugitives at. t hat l ime, they were taken Lo ano t.her. 

T his trip was, fo r l11 nat.ely, rather an event.f'ul one, and 
the impressions maclc by th is ini t iary les ·on were I.he 
more valuable. ?\alhan had not been accu tomed lo 
taking fug il.i\•c,; lo lhe a nt i-sla very offiee. On th is 
occa. ion he wished to go I.here. It chanced t.o he a t : i 

lime when no one was in , and he would not ri: k wai ting , 
hut. p roceeded lo one of his usual stat.iolls. H erc, as 
I.hey were about Lo 1111load, I.hey observed an inq11 i:::it.ivc 
look ing man walking around as if intent upon watehi ng 
their actions. They judged that he suspected th eir 
bu~iness, and decniin g it un afc to lea,·e the pas ·engcrs 
there, d rove one-a11d-a-half 111ilcs to another place, where 
they 11n londed in :::a fot.y. They remained in the city over 
n ight, and n ext morn ing learned that the h ouse at which 
I.hey first stopped had beeu searched about cl:1y ligh t, but 
no fug it ives found in it. 



.J AMES DANNAKER. 

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD. 347 

Jrtmes T . Dannnker tbeu felt the importnnce of having 
several places to call nt in case danger hould be lu rk ing 
nround any one of them. In addition to the fomilie.s he 
hrtcl been int roduced to, he ubsequently, throug h h i 
friends, became act1uaiutccl wit h others. H e made the 
nrrnngcmcnt wit h them that when he nrriYcd wit h pa -
scogcr." ho would announce it by three di · tiuct rnp al. 

the door. The family under~tnnding the menning of 
thi , would know what precaution to tnkc before going 
to the door, especially if ~ tr:uiger were iu the hou c. 
\ \Then he had !.wo or more wagon load , he preceded 
them a qurtre or two canying ll wh ite hnndkcrchicf iu 
h i::; hand, by which to d irect their mo,·cmeuts . If they 
cou ld no!. be tnken in at one place, he wen t to Hnotber , 
un t il he fou nd rtC<'ommoclutiou for all. 

J a rues L ewis' house now became a prominentstal iou, 
and D annnker an efli cient conductor; neYer being de­
tectecl, a l thouo-h he frequentl y made two t ri p a week. 

0 • 

At one t ime Friend Evan· kept t went.y- ix nt his placC" 
for two weeks, a he heard the hunters were a ·sid uously 
wntch iug for t hem in P hi ladelphia. \ Vhen danger wn 
past he took them to J ames Lewi::;, there they remained 
unt il uex t n ig ht, wheu Daonaker, ,,·it h two assi tirnts, 
took them by cliflerent routes to -~rch street wha rf, 
P hiladelphia, nrri,·iog there nt midn ig ht. H o put them 
on board Cn.ptain \ Vhildon' bont, \\·hich p lied between 
Ph iladel ph ia, T ren ton nnd B orcleuLowu. The Cnptain 
kept a stn.te-room iu \\·hich he cnnicd fugit ive whenever 
they could be put iu there wi thou t excit ing su p icion. 

F our b rothers aud sisters, who lrnd been sep&rated for 
yeiu·s, casua lly ;:or Prov iclent iaJJy ~met at Columbin, aud 
came on_tbis rou te to J nmes Lewis. These were, ns if 
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throug h the myst.eriouJy directing hand of a kind 
Providence, seuL to :S orri:;Lown, nncl th ere met their 
father and mother . The j oy o f' this unexpec·tcd meet ing 
wa: a cau::e of thank: to :ocl from th e heart:-: both of 
the fug it ives and thei r fri end:-:. 

Eig ht a rri,·ed at one time from },°"orfolk, Ya. 0 11 
taking th em to Philadelphin, Dnnnakcr fo und ull the 
:tations full, 1111 t il he arri,·ed at. t he thirt 'cnth, the home' 
of H c:;ter Rcc kl c~.-,::: an elderl y rolorecl woman , wh o 
was as full of lite nncl euthu. ia: m wh ene\•cr : he could 
render assista nce to the fl eeing i::lave, as were mnny who 
had not attained hal f her number of yea r:;. ll1tving 
bu~i nes> Lo tra nsa cL in I.he city, he remained un til next. 
day. _\ s so many of the ::talion. were fu ll, his curio:: ity 
led him to Yisit tlH~111 aµ-ain lo u certain how many wcr ' 
ltarhorcd that ni;..('ht, :111cl lte found Lhe number was one 
ltund rcd and : ixty-Pig ht . Yet Lhesc, without nn excep­
tion, were mon~rl :-;lcadily :111d sa foly a long to their goal 
i11 Canada , wi th a,; litt le out.ward <lcmonsLra.tion n: 
bodic:; t lt:•.l arc c·arricd silently a nd unperceived a long 
ri ,·er-beds t.o t.ltc 1wean. 

T\rO ar ri ved 01w eveni ng on their wny from B:dLi­
lllOl'C. O ne wa:-: a bright, intelligent-looking mulatto, 
ownccl hy Hun. H.c·vcrdy .Johnson, of that cit.y. H e had 

~Ir~. J lc~~<: r Hc('kh·"'"' , n t·olc1n•<l ,,·01nnu, bo ru at. ~u1 c 111 , ~ · J., iu 
liiU, clic.:d Ill h er rc.:~id<·11e1·. ='o. IOI!; Hod111nn s treet o n t h e uncrnoou 
of .J1tn1111ry 2'ith , 11'~ 1 . u;.:-,·d m ·1trly 10.5 y e1tr::1. 'rhc ; 11 o the r o f tho tll'-
1·1·n~<·d nhm nllailH'd tl11· a1r1· of one h11ndre cl yeur:l. i\ lroi. HecklcSS k c · 
><i•l<-d in l'hiladclphin for ~ix ty-llve y cnrs, 1111d w iL'I nn en r n e!!I \\'o r «;: r 
i11 the nn l i·>.hl\'en· 11111n·n1enl. Sh e w o rked with th e la t e L11e re tm 
:'11 fltl i11 the F ern:;lt· .\ nt i-,.;ln \'Cry . 'ocict~-, 1111cl eh c ri>'h cd \\'il h g re.nl 
nfli-ctio11 two retie~ oflh•· c11·~n ni:t.nlion. 0 1w wns n phol o,::rnpl~ ff its 
111c111hcr;; , a n d t he olh1·r wm11t lln1-' wi th inserip1io118 11 p o n ii wlncb. e~ ­
pn·~><ctl th e::1lro11~ fc1·1i 11~~ of th e 1111 t i ·slnvcr y p eople 0 11 t h e s 11 .. t~e 1 ; l lt·r 111 c 11101·y w1L~ g-ood to t h e Ins t , nnr.I s h e freqne 11ttr to l~, "'8cen 
1rood :1111 0 1111t of ;<11li,.; f11 1·t io n , the fncL that s h e hud HO\'c ru l t1111cs ly 
<• t'nern l ""t18 hin~lo 11 . One d n 11,:rht e r , SC\'Cnty yenrs o ld, is t h e o n 
near r c luti \'c who s u n·h·e:i t h e ol tl l11r.ly. 
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charge of hi m n ter' lnw office and libr:u·y, from which 
he had acquired much kuowledge,nftcr~tenlthily lenrning 
Lhe nlphnbet from white ~chool-bo y- on the treet. The 
other was :t coa chman, b elong ing to a Indy , a relative of 
Mr . • J ohn~on , li,·ing in l\[issi~ - ippi, and had accompanied 
her on a v i~ i t lo Bnlt imore. ·w hen ~tnrti ng on ihi 
j ourney with hi · mi · t rc:-s, the idea of coming o near n 
free• 'lnle io~pired him with a desire and determinat iou 
to become free hi111:5elf. \ \'hile thc:Se two men were 
p lanning thc:ir csc:tpc, fh·e fug iti ,•c: were cHptured nt 
\\r rig ht ·yil\e and returned to J:i,·crr. The following 
ni~ht :1 parl~· w:i · g i,· n in honor .of the lady from 
.:\fi~ · i ~ ~ ippi. _\ s . he wa enterin1r her c11rrin1re, the 

. 0 

\Vn o-ht ville c.:apturc wa being pokcn of, when a 
pe r:>on r emarked to her that she ' hnd better keep a 
harp lookout on ha d es th e conchmn.n . ' " I do not 

bel ieve," ·he said, "t.hut
1

he co uld be conxed to lcavo 
II I m e. 1arlc. eized that opportu ne moment of a serted 

confidence and r plied , " I know when I nm well offaud 
well cared fo1·. ' All.er tabli1w the horses cn refully, n 

1 · 0 
wn 11s cu tom, he nod bis companion tarted on foot, 
and the third evenino- reached J nmcs Lewis's hou e, a11d • 0 
111 two week s arrived nfely in nnndn. "\Vhen n ear 
\ Vrig htsville, fulcr leaviugBnl t imore, they were accosted 
by ome rude look ing men, who a t tempted to arrest 
thc~1. B eing we ll armed they drew their weapon upon 
theu· assailants who doubt!""'" thiokin tr " di cretion the b ' ' ..,.,., 0 

etter part of valor," fled and g1i\·e them n o further 
trouble. 

1 
In 1866, while James Daonaker wns standing at the 

c epot in Ch ester, a colored man a lighted from a train, 
nnd after looking iuto his fa ce n ruomeut, approached 
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him nnd asked if his name wa. not. Dannn ker. H e re-
' p lied that it was. The colored man th en introduced 

him:elf as the s lave of H.e,·erdy .Johnson , whom he had 
he lped to freedom LwenLy-fou r year. before. Aller 
exprC! ..: ing hi: gratitude he sla ted ihat he was then 
r e icliog in H oche:;ler, X cw Y ork; ha d acqu ired 1t 

considerab le for tu ne ; was ma r ried, a nd \I'll.' then a ccom­
panied b y hi. wifo on his way to \" i<1 it Baltimore. 

J\Iany tc;;lificd Lo their being we ll lrcalecl and ('ll r •d 
fo r , both in h.:n lt h a nd in ·ickncss; but. f hey lcft. l11rou l-{h 
the fear of I.heir being .,old to go • 'ou th, or of' having 
their fam ilies so ld from t hem. 

cca. iona ll y before s ta rting with 1t load J ames L ewis 
wou ld recci,·c intelligence that Lhe maste rs, lea rning 
whe re the s la\"e:< h:1<l cro::::ed I.he • 'u:quehannn, in:lcad 
of at.te mpt ing to p111·:me t he m in their mulergrouncl route 
through I.he cou ntry, had gone directly to Ph iladciphia, 
to in tcrccpt lhcrn there. H e I.hen sen I. t hem to N orri: Lowu. 

At one t. i1 11e, j11st as Danna ke r a rrived a t. :t tat.ion in 
the city wi t.h eigh l, he r ccei vcd worcl th a.L the ptmmcrs 
were close upon t l1 cn1. H e took th em immediately to 
:111 01.hcr p lace, and t hen rctu rncd to watch the cou r:c of 
t heir pur:;ucr,;. Th(•y :;oon a rr i ,·ed with 1t con.table and 
search-warrant.. A fl.er n fru itle::s search through the 
house, the con:;tablc remarked that there were two other 
p lace.,; where they mig ht be, and he knew they were th e 
onl y house,; in the eity, besides t his, wh ere : laves were 
ha rbored. One or them was where Dannaker had j ust 
taken the fugiti\·c,;. B efo re the party arrived at this 
latte r p lace with another warra nt he had h is men safely 
r emoved to a secure retreat which the :;lave-hunting 
constable wot not of. 
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In 1 -±3 Jnmes T. Danonker married nod remo,ed to 
the uburhs of Philadelphia, where be mndc his home 
another tation. H e. oon bccnmc known in that ,;cinity 
n an nbolit.ioni· t, and hi. house wn clo ely watched. 
Knowing thi;;, he censcd to harbor ~l:wes, but took them 
to Lhc city a oon a practica ble after they were de­
li,•erccl into hi · cnrc. 

At one time James L ewis, a_~i ·tcd by two friend , 
hrourrht. ix.teen to his pbce. H e nccompnuied them to 
Lhc cit.y in t he eYeoing, walki ng as usual on the treets, 
in nch-:rnce of the wagons, and directing the colll ·e of 
th e driver · by the motions of ::i. handkerchief. They aw 
they were suspected by a mnn who followed them a long 
di tnnce, until they had nea rly r e:1chcd the ln t stntion 
jn Lhc lower part of the city, when u. furious thunder­
storm bur· t upon t hem and d ro\"e their unwelcome friend 
to eek helter . .Being thu r elie\"ed of uncongenial 
company, they ha ~tcncd to the next topping-place nod 
unloaded in ~nfcty. 

Two laxes from Uanc-cle-Grnce cnme to James 
Dnn nakcr's hou e one morning before dnylight. H e 
con cealed t hem for thnt day. After breakfast he called 
on a mnn re iding fo ur do~rs fro m hi. place, fo r wh om 
h e wns t ransactin g busines:::. in the city. This mnn 
had formerly li\"ed iu Mary land, but hnd g rown to dis­
approve of slavery . Quite n. fa.ret iou smile plnyed over 
the face of the wifo as ·he met Dannakcr, and invited 
him into another r oom. I-Ic wa there int roduced to n 
nrnu from ~fo.rylnnd in sen rch of two runaway slaves. ' . 
This man, after a, little conversat ion, gfl\·e him one ot 
the h andbills dp··cribiog the slnvcs, " ·hich description 
tallied exactly with the appenrnnce of the two nt his 
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h ouf:e. Jn t he eYcning he took t hem lo one of thc Philn­
d e lp hi a i:talionl<, 11 11 d re lated Lhc circum:;ta ncc of meeting 
t heir m a!"tCL They were k ep t in t he city nbou t n week , 
a nd t he n f<>t·wardcd lo other place:. I t wa. not unti l 
they were leaving t hat t hey we re to ld how near they hnd 
been to t heir ma::;icr when at Danna kcr 'R house. 

An inter~ t ing and g rati(r ing occuncncc took p ince 
on one of .Ja me: 'J'. D nnn a ke r ' · vi :-it : wi th a fug iti,·e lo 
t he ho u:oe of t wo ~ i:;lcr:; in Philadelphia, wh o:c home 
was n ,-u lued sta t ion. The women fi xecl unu:;unlly 
sc ru t ini zing g lances upon this mnn fo r a few min 11 tc::1, 
and t hen le ft t he room. Jn a sho rt Lime t h y r cturn ccl, 
b ri nging wit h them a colored woma n, " ·ho, u if be­
"·i lcler ecl with a :-ucldcn flaRh of a Lon i::ih men t and mp t u re, 
recognizccl the> f'ugit i,·c as her husband. The unex pected 
m eet ing wa,; equa lly o ,·e rwhclming lo hi111. They had 
been r'Cparatt:cl fro m cnch otl1e r near ly four years ; he 
bas ing IH•cn :-old Lo it maste r farthe r , out.It. H e wns 
!'old again. and broug ht hack ne:ircr Lo t he f ree 'talcs. 
J lcre he lu' ard o f his wi fo's escape, and rcsol vcd to follow 
h e r. They ha<l taken di fforen t r oute , were b oth on 
t he ir way to Canada , a nd were thu: hlcst with n r euni on 
in t h e hou::;e cif "'trnn ger-fricncls on t hei1· r ond to freedom . 

. Jame."' T. D:111naker is, at t he 1n ·ese11 t writ,in rr )ivinbcr - ~· 
a t C hcslc· r , l':t ., a v igo rous old man, with rnm11rk11blo 
me111o ry . Among the h:tppic::; t reminiscences of his life 
i:; t he r ccc1 ll cdion of incidents-exciting, pn~hctic nnd 
nmus ing, wlic11 , despite the p enal la w:-; made in t he in­
terest of a :-;]a,·c-holding power, every active " ·orker on 
the l;ndcrgru11nd R a ilroad freely aud cheer fu lly im­
p er iled his own prop e r ty and even his own liberty to aid 
Lhe slave in hi s j ourney ings for liberty. 

, 
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In n letter to the editor$, under clnte of _\.pril 23d, 
18 :3, James T. Dannaker wri te- ns follow : "And 
now, nt the nge of. e,·cnty yea r~ . the wri ter look ~ back 
upon thnt part of hi$ li fo with g reat ~ati;;faction. hi · 
only regret being that he was not able to do more ." 

HOBEHT Pt;R\"I ~. 

( Horn .\ 1tj::'11s t ·II h, 1 10.) 

After describing the manner in which fugitives wer e 
n~si sted thrnug h hC$fer and ::uljoining eoun t ic~, many 
of whom were ::ent or t:1kcn to Philadclphin, the hi tory 
would ~eem intomplcte without n knowledge of the 
management of' that pbec. A ccording:ly the au thor 
ncldrcs~ed a letter to H oh er t Pun·i- . one of the few _ur­
YiYiag member of the Anti-sJnyery ExecutiYe Com­
mittee, nod an n,.,.en t of the -nder o- round Hnilrond. and 

b 0 

r eceived the fol lowing r e$pon e to the _c,·ernl inquiri 
made : 

DEAR Fmi;;~n :- J n compliance with your request, I 
end you t he followiucr $tntemen t as an ao:;wer to your 

• . • b •• 

rn_qu1n e concerning my pcr<:oonl history and connection 
wi th the U nderground Hail road. 

I wa. born in 'hnrlcston, outh nrolinn, Aug u t 
4th, 1 10. 1\Iy father wn a n Eng li$hrn:rn my mot.her 
it free-born woman ; n native of harlc ton . l\Iy mntcr­
nal g randmothe r, whose name was D ido Bnclarncka., 
wn · n. 1\[oorc, born in l\forocco. \ Yhcn t weh-e Y Cnt'S old , 
she, with nn Arab o- ir\ of abou t the same no-e; wa d e-

1 b 0 ' 0 • coyec1 y a native to go n mile or two out of the city, to 
:cc :i deer that had been caugh t. 

T hey ~rere seized, p laced upon th e bnck of CRmels, 
nnd ran1ed over the coun try to a hwc 1\Iart. on th e 
const, to be shipped to America. T hi wns nbo~t tl~e 
year 1766, wh en the slnvc-trad e wns tolerated rn this 
C_hris tian coun try! 'he wns tn.k en with a carg~ of 
k1clnnpped A.fricaus to Charleston , South Carolma, 
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where, by renson of her comeliness, she wn pu rchn. rel 
for a maiden ladr, wh o e name wn D ens . 

H e r mi tress became exceedingly aLtachccl lo h.cr, and 
at her death, when my grand mother wa:: nbouL nmcl en 
years of age, emancipated her; lea\· ing her al::o nn 
a nnuity of s ixty dolla r,;. 

H er Arab compan ion wns not long he ld in bondage, 
as the laws did not permi t owne1- hip in p~r,;o n . . of pure 
Ara.b blood. l\(y g randmother, after bcmg rc111. talccl 
in her freedom, married n German, who profC.<.:.<secl t h 
J cwish faith. 

In t he spring of 1 19, my father, "Willi1u11 Pun· i~, 

hav ing retired f1:om bu i!1ess'.scn t my .moth er 1~ ncl L.h e1r 
three sons to P hil adelphia, with the view of µ;01ng from 
there to EnO"la nd to r e5ide permanen tly. The exc('u­
Lion of this p~nn was pre\·en tecl by hi:: un t imely. ~lea.Lh . 

H e was in::L incti\'cly a nd praetie:tl ly an abol1 t1olllst, 
e \·en at LhaL t•arly date. .:'l(y fir:<t i111prc.c:s ion:< of' the 
c\'i ls of slavery were deri \'Cd from the hook:< he placed 
in to our hand~, ,·iz: " T orrey's Porlr:titurc o f' • ' Jaycry" 
:rnd " , 'andforcl ancl ?\lcrton."' 

\Vhr n hr arri\'ecl in P hilaclC'l phia, fi ncli11g there were 
1H1 schools of i t hi1rhcr g rade for" colored" children , he 
C'Ac; tn.bli: hecl a scho~ l on . prnce ~tn•ct, near Eighth sLrccL, 
and paid the tcat:her's sa lary for one yc:u. 

In the yea r 1 8:~0 I became intr restcd in an t i-: l:ivcry 
th rough 1;1y ac·quuintancc with Bcnj:i111i11 L undy, nnd 
\Villinnt Lloyd Garrison-the latlcr, who c:dled to sec 
me, had just ·been released frorn :t 13a1Limorc prison, 
whe re he \\':1S placed for n li bel on Frnncis T odd, of 
Newburyport, Mass. H e unfoldec l Lo me his p lnns for 
publishing 'Phe Liberator, th e first number of whi ch 
cn me out on .January first, 18:31 . 

In rn:-n the American Anti-. ' Ja ,·ery , 'ocicty was 
formed in Phi lad el phiu. I wa~ a mcm bcr of the con­
vention, nnd Yicc President of the society for mnny 
years-I was a lso P resident for several years of the 
P ennsylvan ia A n t i- 'Javery Society, nnd a member of 
the Executive Committee. 
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I think it W:t ' about the year 1 ''.3c. thnt the firs t or­
gnnizcd ocictr of the "Coderar ou nd R a ilrond came 
into cxi-tencC:-of thi:::, ] \\':l:; 

0 

made Pr°"'idcnt and 
.Jn cob . ~Yhi tr . ccrcta r~·. \rith the exception of my­
self, I hche\'C Edwin H. onte.." is the only remai11ing 
one of t!1e orig inal mem bers. · 
. The fund · for carrying on this e nterpri 'c were raLcd 

fro 1.11 ou1· anti-. In,·cry fri end ' . :lS the c11se came up. and 
their need · dcmuncled it . for man\· of the fu O'ith·e~ r e­
guired no othe r help than ad,·ice ;nd direction how to 
proceed. T o the lnteDan iel Kenll the-ociety wa O'reatly 
indcbl~d for hi - o-cnerou g ifts,' a,; well n.' for hi c11-
eour:~gm g .worcl: :tncl fen rl~s i nclcpendcnce, for he wn · 
n be lieYcr rn the·• Higher Lnw," nncl prncti~ed it .. 

T he 111o"L cflfr icn t he ) pers . o r a gen ts we had, were 
two market wom n, who l i\'Cd iu B:iltimorc, one of 
whom w:i white, th other " colored." 

B_Y, ome men1r, Lhcy obta ined a number of o-enuinc 
certificntcs of_frecdom or pn~::;po rts . which they gn\'C to 
slnvcs who w1 heel to escape. Th~c pas.:;ports were nftcr­
,~·n rd. 1;cturned to them, :ind used again by other fugi­
t.1\'e.'. I'hc i:rcncrnlly rccci,·cd opinion. tha t "nil nc­
g rocs ] ook nl ike," p1·cyented too close :1 crntiny br 
the offici a 18. · 

A nother 111 0 ·t efl ccti ,.e worker, wa :t son of n Jnye­
holclcr, who Ji,·cd a t N ewbcrne, K . C. Through his 
:1gc11ey, the slnvc. we re forward ed, by plncing t hem on 
vcs cl· cngagcrl in the lumber t rnclc which plied bc­
L~r~cn 

1
ewbcrn c 11 11 d Philndelphia, add the cnptnin of 

\\h wh hnll hcn r t . H n.viJJ O' the ncld re, · of the nctiYc 
m embers of the Committe;, they we re enabled to fiud 
us, " ·heu n ot accompan ied by our ngent . l\Iany wer e 
s~nt, iy ou1· well kn own friend, Thomn Gar rett, nnd 
• amu e D. Burvi , a nnti\·c of D clnwnrc and n m:rn of 
marked courage and daring . The ftwiti\'CS were distri ­
~uted among the membe rs of the so~icty, bu t most of 
t iem w~re received at my h ouse in Philadelphin., where 

Y th~ mgenuity of n carpen ter, I caused a p lnce to be 
const1 uctcd underncnth a r oom, which could only be 



356 ITJSTORY OF T IIE 

en te red b y n. trap d oor in th e floor. Thi;: we d eemed 
p erfectly secu re, should any . carch he made by the 
a u t horized offi cia ls. 

T ll E D OR.' EY nnOTll E R.' . 

Among the hundreds of ca;;c.-5 which came unclcr my 
notice, none excited m y i n ter~t more deeply t ha n t hat 
of fo ur b rothe r , wh o came fro m Frede ri ck co un ty , :\[d ., 
nnd arrived in Ph ilade lph iit in the . u mmer of 1 !~() . 

T hey were fin ely d e ,·e lopecl :incl handsome you ng men , 
re pu ted to be t he child ren of the ir master , nud aft er his 
death , fin d ing t hem. cl vcs slase.-5, w hen they had been 
p rom ise? their fr~cdom! th ey ~ook " [• rcnch lea rn," 
and arnved safely in Philade lphin, unde r Lhe :i~ ·t~mcd 
C hri t ia n names of B asil , Thomas, 'hnr lcs and \\' il l1am; 
nil retaining t he su rnam~ of D orsey. I to,ok three of 
th e b rothers t~ my farm 111 B uc·ks c·o11n ty-fhom11. p rC'­
for r ing to Ji,·c in t he cit.y. I l"t1<·c:('C'clecl in i-:ccu ring p lHC:C':5 
wi th some oft he neig hboring farn1crR fo r Charles antl 
'\Y illi nm, Basil remain ing in my em ploy. The la tte r 
wa. a. marric<l man, ha ving n wif<' n11d two ch ildren 
whom lie le f'L i11 Mary land . ~h<' wmi a f'ree woma n, and 
by a preYiou:-; a r ra ngemen t, with he!· hrot h ~r- iu - law , 

1 i kewi.;e free, t hey were hrouJ.!h t lo L'h ti ad el ph1a , where 
I met t hem and took t hem to my hou:<e. 

T h is man pnn·ecl afw rwa n b l;1 he a fa l,:c a nd trca c:her­
ous v il la in . ] l e opened a co1Tc:<ponclcncc wi t h t he :"Oii 

of t he ir ol<l n1a:-;Lcr , who bou~h t t hc·i-:c 111cn nt t he scttle­
m cn t of his fat l 1c1"s estate an cl hnd become thc i 1· owner. 
By a wel l arr:u iged pl an, wi th lli<' a>':<i:-: la ncc of'n notori­
ous s laxe-cat<·lic r , Lhey were c11ali lcc1 Lo : u rp ri f'e nnrl 
captu re Thomas, who wns h urried befo re one of the 
,Judges of t he (_'ourt a ncl s~n t h:_i ck Lo Rl ~Yery. l~e wa · 
('arr icd to Bal t1 more and 1111pr1>'onccl w1Lh t he y1cw of 
sh ipping hi m. thence L.o t.h.c Xe,~· O rl 9an: ma~·ket. By 
t,hc t imely e llor ls of h is fr1 c1.1d:; 111 P htl ad el pln a, mon~y 
was raised , a11 cl t he s um of one t housand doll ars pa id 
for h is frecdo111. He nJtcnrnrd:; hccnme tlte popu~ur 
cater er of P h iladelp hia, and d ied a fow years ago, leavrng 
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n h a nd ome com petence to his fam ily. Immed iately 
fo llowi ng t he the capt u re of Thoma~ . by the direction of 
the brot he r-in-law, t hey we nt to Bri to! nnd seem·ed the 
crv icc~ of a con ·table ·by t he nnmc of Brown, who r e­

paired wi t h t he c laim:rnt and h i friends to D oylestown, 
:1nd obtained war rn nt ·from J ud rre F ox fo r the a r rest of 
the three b rother-. Ba~it. while ploug hing at -:ome 
di.'tance from t he hou::<c, wa o\·e r powcred nfte r a seYcre 
s trngglc by t he s l:wc-ho ldcr and hi - fr iend ·, p la ced iu 
:i ca rr iage ancl tak en to Bri:;lo l t hree miles d istnn t, 
wh ere he wn· thrown in to a cell u:;cd fo r c r imiunl . I 
had j u::t returned from the c it y, 11ncl wn iu t he act of 
ca l ing 111 y ·uppe l', when :t neig h bor· · son en rue iu g rent 
excitemen t to tell me t hat Basil had been cur ried of!: I 
. )l l':111g from t he table, and ha tening in t he di rect ion 
where I knew t he mau had been wor k ino-, leHJ'ned from 
Lhe fa rmer~ I fou nd n~~cmhlcd t h re thc

0 

pa rticulars of 
Lhis ou trage, wit h the ad d ed iufo l'mation tha t he hnd 
been taken to B r i·-tol. Burnintr wi t h i11d irruntiou , hat­
lcsl:l n · I wa '·I hurried t h ithe r, \~here I found the cnptOl'::l 
a nd t he captl\·c. 

A u ex.cited c rowd o f p eop le was gnthe rcd abou t th e 
111a r kct h ouse, who m I add ressed n11d ::uccccdcd in Cll­
li::; t in.g t he ir . y 11 1pat h ie in b •half of the poor Yiet im. 

Afte r a. parley wi t h Lhc l:ll :t \·c-holclc r , it wn ng r ecrl 
~lmt we houl d meet ther e a t sc,·en o 'c lock in the m or n­
mg, nud s tart t hen ce fo r t he purpo e of nppCE1riJ1g before 
J udg e Fox, a t D oy lestown. A ,·aili no- myself of t he 
l~ i nd offe r of a fr iend, I wa · d ri,·c~ rapid ly h ome 
for t he p urpose of securi ng t he sa fety of Ba il' 
br ot hers. I wns r ejoiced t o find t hem nlreacl r 
t hcl'c. They had h eard of B nsil' capture and 
wer e purs ued by n. pa.r t of tho ·c men, led by 
Brown, who had taken him. T hese men had h a l ted 
in a. fie ld n ea r my re id cnce eYi<len tl r d eli ber a.t in rr how 
to proceed. By my ndvicc: Charles,· iu whose 1u~nds I 
plnc_cd a doub le bnn c llcd g u n h eav ily ch ru·ged , wa lk ed 
ou t m fron t of t he h ouse a nd d efied t hem. The slaye­
catch ers, t hin k in g d o ubt less " discr et ion t he bet te1· pnrt 
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of yaJor," instantly departed. -ncler t he co,·er of the 
darkness, I was enabled to con\·cy the t.wo men to m.r 
brother .Joseph's form, abou t two mile di:::tnnt, and thai. 
nigh t, he drove fort.y mile..;, a nd left. thclll in ::\ew 
J er:;ey at the hou c of a friend. There th y rc111:1 i nccl 
safe ly, unti l an opporLuni t.r offo rcd to send them to 
Canada. The next morning about six o'elock J wn · 011 
my way to Bristol. Before reaching there, r met a 
woman, who informed me that at fi,·e o'clo ·k a w11gon 
passed her house, and she hea rd Basil cry out : "Go 
tell Mr. Purvis, t.hcy arc tak i11g me off " The object of' 
this 1110,·cmcnt was to deceive me in regard lo Lime a nd 
enable them to a ppear before Judge F ox, nn<l by 1x­
pa1·le testimony have the case clo cd, and the victim 
delive red in to their custody. Upon recci,·ing this in­
formatio n I hastened home, and quickly hn rn :-:::ing a 
fleet trot.Ling horse pursued t hem. I left i11stn 1ctio11: 
t hat Bas il 's wifo an d chi ld ren :-:hou lcl fol low in :uwthcr 
carriage. Ry good fo rt une l c·amc upon the fugitive 
kidnapper:> about fou r mile:: f'ron1 D oylestown, whcr ' 
t.hey ha<l. topp(•cl for brcakfa:-:t. 

l imlllecliately dro,·c to the rc:-:idcncc of \ Villia n1 H . 
.Johrn;on , the notecl abolitioJ1i ~l, who i11:;La11tly Loo k hold 
of the n1allcr, and went out lo ;;prcacl t he llC\\'S {i11· ancl 
wide among the- anti-slavcl'y people. I arri ,·cd in D oy lc:­
town fully nn hour befo re Ba,;i l w:1. brought by hi:; 
captor:>, who were of course amazingly u rpri ·eel to ·cc 
me. I at once secured the sen· ict· · or the ab le. t lawyer 
in the town, ?ifr. Hoss, the fathe r of t he late Judge Ro~s, 

wh o ul'gcd Lite postponement of' the case upon Ba ·it 's 
oath of lun·ing free papers left ill the hands or n friend 
liv ing in Colun1bia, P enn y lrn11ia. 
Doubt l ~;;s the judge was <lccpl)· imprc;;:;cd by the ap­

pearance m the eour t-room of the clclieatc nnd benuLifu l 
wife and Lhc young chi ldl'en cling ing to the husband 
a nd fathe r, who, looking t he pieturc of despair, i'at with 
t he c\·idene~ in his torn a11cl ::oiled garments of the 
terrible conflict through which lie hacl passed. 

'r he claimant obtained legal ser vices in the pcl'so11 of' 
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a. l\fr. G r if?th,_ n young lawyer . N'otwith tand iug the 
urgen cy of th en· cou u cl to h:n-e the case immedia tely 
decided, th e judge po tponecl it for two week . · 

This wa. all I expected to obta in. )fy duty lay 
clearly before me, and I re'3olYed that no effo r t ~hould 
be spared to ·ecure Basil freed om . \ Vith thi Yiew I 
t rove to ~rou ~~ the colored pcopl_c to r escue him in the 

eYcn t of ht bemg r emanded to h1 captors. 
The pln_n adopted wn · to a._~emble iu quad about the 

t.hree lcad mg roads. o~ the t_own, nnd use meH11 adequate 
for the purpo c of libc rntmg him. M ost forlunntely, 
howeYer , by an unex pected turo of eYent_, 1L r e.sort to 
the c d e peratc mcasu res wa r endered mrneces...<>ary. 
D esiring to make u c of c ,·ery aYailablc menn to ecui·e 
the liberty of thi worthy man, I cnllcd upon that emi­
nen t ln,~•yc~· and philanthropist, Dn,·id Paul Brown, and 
nsked h im if he wou ld not appear in bch:1lf of the d e­
!~nse. H e promptly re:;po~ued to my request, ny ing : 
~an~, nlwnys ready to d8;f<md the liberty of noy human 

b emg . I the? tende red }um a fee of fifty dol liu , which 
he at once r eiu ed. "I h a ll not now " he sn id ' n or 
have I ever accepted foe or r eward,'. oth er th;n the 
n J~prova l ~f _m r own conscicuce, n nd 1 r e pectfull y d e­
c l rn~ rcccl\·~n ()' your m on ey, I shnll be the re," nod 
turnmg to h1 ba_rber h e n k cd: " ''ill you get m e up 
so that I can go m the stnae coa ch \\·hich Jcnyes nt four 
o'clock in the morning ?"

0 

The dny of t r ia l came, nnd the s lave-holde r was there 
br~gi ng with him add it ional proof iu the persons of h i~ 
n~1ghbors, _to swear as to the iden t ity of the ma 11. A r med 
with th~ bill of sale, t he victory seemed an CR y one. 
The clamian t at one time wns will ing to tnke fh·e hu n­
dred dollars for bis s lave wh ich we a a reed to O'iYe 
. 1 r I o o ' y1e ~ mg _to t w. ea rnest cntrcn.ty of Bns il, although it was 

m v1?lat1on of ou r prin ciples, as we h 1t\·e always tleuied 
t he righ t of proper ty in man. 

H e adYauced h is price to eig h t hundred at D oylestown , 
and when that was a()'reed to declined tnkin()' less tuan 
one thousnocl dollur::i.

0 
Basil t hen sa id, " n o ~ore oflers, 

--- -~-
J 
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if the dcci i on-go~ ngai.n t me, l will cut .111~· .~l~:·o:tt 
in the 'ourt H ouse, I will not go back t? · J.~, c1 ~ · .r 
i t >plaudcd his resolution; horrible. <_ts 1L might ~S· it 
s~emed better th:ln hi · return to ;t li v ll~g cl.cat.Ii. J .hen 
fo r the fir;:;t time I un folded our plans fo r his l1bcrnt1on . 
The cai'c wa: culled promptly a t th~ hot~r ag ~·ccd u pon, 
and ~(r. Griffith ·prcading ot~~ 111:; h1~l oJ !;:ti?, ;111tl 

· l . 1g to 11 ·1" witncs ·c: lhc fncncls of the cl:um.rnl, poi n 11 ., ' . . · f' · I · . . 
who had come fo r the purpo!;C ot 1dc11t1ying .t11. .m.lll 
a5 his properly opened his ·a:c with. n'.' :u r .<~ l tl.1c 
utmost confidence m the ri:i;;ult. . :Mr ~1~) \\ll 111 ht::. t.u1 n 
quiekly arm;c, and the nrngnel.1s111 yi l11s pre:! ' II.cc wn 
folt by the ero\\:dcd court roo1.11 , 111 11c lc11 ~hs. o~ ,whon~ 
were doubtlcs,; m sympathy w1~h the poo1 i'!m . He 

nnced b)· <:•t)• i11g · " ] cle.:11·e lo le t t his Cl\!'C by comm... · - · • - . I 
rais ing every objection ,. :111.d mar. 1 L plct~~~ yo.~1 ~· . 1ono1;, 
the:ie gentleman , who hail Jrorn Liberty, J 1cdc11e coun t~, 
:\lary land, arc here ncc:ord i11~ lo law lo !'Ccure Lh('1r 
' 111cl 111· f\n:;h' and iL i,; 111 y du t ,. to :;:cc that they pot .... ' · · 1· · 
sh:tl L not ' get one drop of' blood.' .\ s it pre 111111111 ry 
( UC.'ltioll f clemaoc.l UUlhorily [I) :ihOW L(lllt l\ l ary land l~ 
l . " a sht,·e . lalc. 

:\I r (;rif!ilh with a sc1f~ :-: :1 t i :-f i(•1l11ir,rc111arkcd: " \\ hy, 
.l • ' I I . I L' " ;, 1 r. Brow u, eve rybody kuow,; :'. l a ry nn< is a.: avc.-.latc . . 
"~ir, cYerybody is 11oliudy," wa: the <1u1ck retort ot 

hi :; opponcll t. . . . I •• 

Tia: judge entertained Lhe o l~.1 cct 1 on , a nd :Mr. 9 1:d1tth 
wen t out. and soon returned with a hook conla 1111ng :t 

compilalion of t lic .Laws of' :\l aryland .. 
The hook was not con:<iclc rPd authori ty, nnd poor 1\[r. 

Ori filth , confused and di:;co 1H·l'r~cd, .req uested i\lr. Brown 
to have the lease postponed until afLc rnoon .. 

"Do you malu: t hut requc:-:t," inqu ired his :ldve r:m ry, 
" on the g rou nd of ignoram:e of the law ?" 

M r. GriHith in an appealing tone said:" l\Ir. Brown , I 
am a young man, nn<.~ th~:; i:; my. fir:;t case; I l~rn~ Y.0~1 
do uot press your ob.1 ect1011s ; g ive me sor~1e t ime, io1, 
shou l<l I fo il in th is case, it would be ruinous to my 
. t " future prospec s. 
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Laying his hand on th e voun!! lawyer's • h ouldcr, ~fr. 

Brown r eplied : " Then 1i1y d C.'1 r s ii·. You will luw e the 
consolation of luwing done ii good deed, though v ou did 
n ot inlcnd it.'' · 

The judge was prompt in cl ismi::'sing th e cnse, ~mying 
that h e would not furni:;h another wnr r:111t . hut they 
might secure his re-nrre:>t b ,· obtn ininrr one from ~t 
magistrate. P rofit ing hy th i:; . su!!cre;:t iou 

0 
G rittit h nnd 

his clients h:~stily let~ the court-i·;om. I wns equnlly 
prompt ; Jtaymg prcn ou:-:}y orde red my ho 1~c nnd btH!"T 
lo h e brought in front of t he Cou r t Titmse. 1 t ook l~olcl 
of Ba:;il, nml hurried him towa nl::; the door. Iu the 
excitement which prCY•tiled, :i colored mnn, who wns 
outside, seeing me hustling Jh~il before me, :tntl think­
ing he hnd been r emanded to slnYcry. n.u d I wns hi ­
mas ter , ra ised n. hcayy s lick, and wa · abom to st rike me, 
when n. fr iendly hlllld interposed, and sn,·etl me from 
th e blow. 

\ Ye were n o sooner sentcd in the Ychiclc thnn the 
sln.Ye-catchcr', armed wi th :t ma!!is trntc's wnrrnnt, cnme 
ru ·hiug upon ll ·. A t hey "·cre~:1bout to seize the hor:;e 
n. strok e of Lhc whip on th e '-'Ounrr and ex cited nnimnl 

11 
• J ::> I 

cause( 11m to r ear and dash ahead . _\. rouml of'he:uty 
:1pp~<1:U C ~rom the symp athizing Crowd Sl'n·c d HS !lll 
ndd1t1onal unpctus to urge u:; onward. _\ ft:er nmui ng 
t he horse about t wo miles, [ came upon a pnrl.Y of 
colot:ccl men who. were lo assist in re,,cuing the sl:we. 
Rcstn~g a s~tort time, I pu1·sued my j ourney to Phi la­
dclpbm, ad1stan ec of t wculy-s ix: mile;;, and droYc directly 
to my m other's hou~c, where Ba il wa.- snfoly lodrrcd~ 'I 
n~cr~ru.rcls a ecompnnied him to N ew Y ork, ·and })l11 ccd 
]um m the hands of J o ·!nm L ciwctt, the editor of The 
Emancipator, who sen t him to Uouuecticut to find em­
ployment on his father '. form. Ile r emnineLl there some 
time, and then removed wilhh is fomi lyto N orthmnpton, 
where h e worked for l\ [r. B enson, a brother-in-law of 
·willim~ Lloyd Garrison. l\Ir. Dor::;cy died a fow yen rs 
ago, a highly-esteemed nnd r espectable ci tizen, lcn,·in r• n. 
widow and a n umber of children . 

0 

Q 
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R obert P ur ...-is is well known throu ghout. t he country 
. c" r·ne~t. sr:>enker in the Anti-!"lnscry cause, whose 

as an " "' · I · r 
fcn·id elocluence, when he was warmed up w1l 1 .111< I ~~ 

nation at the wrongs suffered hy the colored race 111 this 
country, wns like the l ightning st.rokc f1:om henscn. 
U c hnt.ed sbscry as intensely as he loved liber ty. 

APPENDIX. 

The following letters recci,·ed by \Yi ll inm till at the 
..Anti-slavery o.f)ice in P hilndclphin, illustrate the corres­
pondence between ngenL 

K L\1 BF.HTOX, ctober 2 th, 1 55. 
E sTGE::'IL ED F n rn"o :-Thi ~ c\·cni ng a compnu: of 

ele,·en fr iend · reached here, h:n·in(Y' left their homes on 
the night of the 26th in 't. The~· c;me into \ Vilmington 
on the morning of the 27th, nnd left there in t he town 
their two carriages drnwn hy t.wo hors~. T hey went to 
T homas Gnn ctt 's by open day-light, nud thence 
were sent hn Lily onward for fea r of pm ni t. Afl:er re­
maining all night with one of the K ennett friend~ they 
" ·er e brought to D owningtown early in the morning, 
nnd thence by dnyl ight to " ·ithiu n J10 rt. distance of 
t his plnce. 

T hey came from New 'hcsler town, " ·ith in {i,·e mi les 
of the place from wh ich the nine latch · forwa rded came, 
and left beh ind them a colored wor{1:111 who knew of 
their intended fl ig ht and of t heir intention of pnssing 
through \ Vilmington. 

I have been t hus particular in my tntement, becnuse 
the cnse seems to us one of unusunl dnnger: \\ .. e hnYc 
scparnted the company for the p re ent,sendmg n mother 
and :five child ren, two of them quite small, in one di rec­
t ion and a h usband and wi fe nntl three ch ildren in 
another, until I could wri te to you nod get ndYice ; if 
you have any to g ive, as to tlie best method of for ward­
ing them, and nssi 'tance pecuniaril y, in gett ing t hem to 
Canndn. T he mother :ind children we ltnye sent ofl' the 
nsunl r oute nnd to a, place where J do not th ink t.hey 
can remain mnny days. 
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\Ye f;hall n.wnit hearing from you; JI. Kirn~er will be 
in the city on Third-day , the 30th, and :111~·th111g left . at 
-t.08 Green st reet, directed to his care, Will meet with 
p rompt ntlcntion. . . . r· 

Please g ive me agai n the d1rcct1011 of H 1.rnm \\ il ::;o n, 
and the friend in Elmirn, 1\Ir. ,Jones, I tl11nk. If .you 
h n.vc hen.rd from any of the nine since th eir snfo a n1nd, 
please let m; know when you write. 

V c ry respcctfullly, 
G. A. Lmns. 

iS'econd-day morning, 29th.- Thc per ·on who Look tho 
husband nnd wifo nnd three lads to E . F. P ennypacker 
and Lewis P eart, has retur~ed nnd ,rc port_.s thnt L. 
p nrt senL three on to Nornstown. The \\ Omen nnd 
children detained in this neighborhood, arc ii very help­
less !'ct. Our plan was t~ a::;si.f;t them ns much a_s p o:;­
s iblc . nnrl when we get thing,.; mto the proper trn 111 fo r 
f'ending them on, to gel the nf'sistance of the hu bnnd 
and wifo who ha.Ye no ch ildren, hut arc uncle and aunt 
to the wo1nnn with fh·e, in taking with them one of the 
younger ehildrcn, 1c:n- ing l~~wer for the mother. Of the 
h(l -: or you ncr men there 1,.; ahio one who we thoug ht 

' ~. • 0 , 11 'l capnlile of' accompanying one of the o c er g1r s to one 
of whom lie is paying nllcnlion, th.cy told. us. \Vould 
it nol he the best way to get those m Non1stown under 
your own en.re'? It seem,; to me Lhcir being : cnt on could 
then he better a rranged. Th is however is only n sug­
gestion. 

Hastil y Yours, 
G. A. L EW I . . 

T he abo\·c parLy of elc,·en is described in the account 
of Euscbius and • 'nrah P .• Barnard. 

Scm ..:Y LKrLL, 11th mo. 29th, 1855. 
D i·:,\lt F 1nEND, \V1r,r.rA:.t STILL:- Those boya will 

be alo ng by the lasL N orri:;town trnin to-mo n ow even-
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ing. I tJ!in~ the trniu leave- NorrUown nl --ix o'clock, , 
but of tl11 mform thyself. The bO\'S will be ~em to a 
fri end at Noni. Lown, with i1rtructions to a, ~u them in 
getting seat - in the l n~t train that Jen,·e · ~ -orri -wwn to­
morrow C\'Cuing. They arc two of the ele,·en who lef't 
some Lime . iucc, nnd took with them ~omc of their 
ma tcr's horse.·. I ha ye told them to r main in the cnrs 
at Green 't., until omebody meets them. 

E. F. PEXXYPAC'KER. 

C'IlUYLKII.L, 11 th iifo. 7th, 1 57. 
\ VILI.TAM TILL, R.&:H'EC:TED Fi~rmrn :-There :nc 

three colored friend- at mv hou c uow who will rc:1ch 
the city by the Phi ladcli)hin ancl R~ncl ing train thi~ 
evening . Please meet t hem. 

Tliinc &c., E. F. P1·:XXYl'.\ ' KEH. 

W c have within the pa t two mouth -, p1u;,;cd forty­
three_ throug_h our hand:;, tnlD ·ported most of them to 
Nornstown, m our own conycyance. E. F . P. 

\Yrr.:'IITXGTOX, 8d :'\[o. 2Bd, 1l .)G. 
_DEAR F1m~ND, \V £LLr.ur TL LL:-. iucc I wroto t hcc 

t l_11s mo.rnin1 i~ fo 1·~11iug thee of_ th e s~fc anival of the 
eigh t fiom No1 folk, H nrry ra1g ha· mformed me that 
he hns a man ~·om J?ehwnre t ha t ho propo es to take 
along, who arrived. smce noo~. He will take t he man, 
woman and two children from here wi th him :ind the 
four men will get in at Marcus H ook. Thee ~nny take 
Ha!TY Crnig by the hnnd a a brother. true to t.hc cuu e; 
he is one of tho most efficien t aids on the Rnilrond , nnd 
worthy of ~ull ~~nfidencc. May they all be favored to 
get on safe. !he woman and three ch ildren arc uo 
?Ommon stock. I assure thee finer . pecimeu ofhumau-
1ty arc seldom met with. I hope herself and children 
may be enabled to find her husband who hns been nbsent 
some_years, and the rest ?fthcir days be happy together. 

I am as ever, thy friend, 
THOMAS GARR.E'l"J'. 
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'\\"11.MnWTOX, 10th Mo. :HRt, l e T>7. 
E . TEE:lrP.D FRI EXD, '\Vc Lf ,J.\ ~I , "r11.r.:- I write to 

inform t hee that we Jta,·e ei the r SCYcnlcc11 o r Lwc·11ty­
!'C\' ·n I am not certa in wh ich, of thaL large gang of 
G oel'; poor , and I hope they arc . a fo. The man wh o 
has Lhem in ·hargc informed 1~1 c there wcr:c Lwrn ty­
:<c,·cn s:ifo, a ncl one boy lo;;L <l11 r 111g t h ln:;L 11 1g ~1 l , :d)l)tr L 
fou r teen year;; of age, wit hout s hoes ; we ha\·c fe lt ~olllc 

anxiety about h im, fo r fear he may be taken up and 
betray Lhe r est. I haxe since been informed t hc1:e 1u:e 
b ut seventeen, so that at pre; c11t I cn nuot Lcll wh H·h 1s 
correct. I have scycra l look ing ou L fo r the lad; Lh 'Y 
wi ll he kept from Phi laclc lph ia for the prc.::ent. l\ly 
pri n cipal ohjccL in \\'J'iLing t it r e aL Lh is Lime ~s to inf~r111 
thee of wbat one of ou r constab le.-; tol<l mc th 1: rno rn111g ; 
h e Lold me tha t :i eo lorcd man in P hi lad e lphia, who 
profo•-'cd to be a, great fricncl ~,f the co lored pco1'.l > w.a: 
a trai tor. that he hacl hct·n written lo by nu abolr t 11m1;;t 
in Ba lti 1;1orc Lo keep rr look out fo r t hose s laves t hat 
left ( 'a111hri<l rrc th is n iirh t wPc·k; to ld h im they would he 
l ikely to pa~~ Lhroug~ Wil111 i11gton on • ' ixth-tlay 01· 
, 'c,·c.11 th-da y nig ht, and th<· c:o lored ma n in Ph il n<lc l­
phi:i had wriLLcn to Lhc 111:1:-tcr of y:ut o(' t hem lcllir~g 

h im the :tllo \·c, a nd the 111:1,;lr l' arr ived here yc.-;tc rd:iy 111 

con:;ec1u<·1wc uf' t he i11 for111alion, and told one of'oul' con­
:Lablc,; tire nhove. T IH' lll:l ll to ld the name of' Lite 
J3al t imorc write r, wh ic lr Ire lrud forgoLtcn, but d cc·lined 
te lling t he name of the eo.lorccl m:in in Pl.ii lad e lp lr in. l 
h ope you will be ab le to lrnd ouL who Ire 1s, and should 
I be :i.hlc to lc:tl'll t he 11a 111c of' th~ B al t i111orc fri end, I 
will put hi 111 on hi:; guard r c...;pccling his P h iladc lphi:L 
co J' l'C:-i )J<J ) I( I en t:>. 

As C\'C I' L11 y fri end , :u l< l Lhc fr iend of h u m:i ni ty, wi th­
out rcgartl to color or c;limc. 

T1ronAs GA1rn.E'l'T. 

9th Mo. 26th, 1856. 
RE:; P.ECTED FRlE:-.'D, \Vu .LI.DI S'l'ILL :- I send ou to 

thy ciire this even ing by railroad, five a ble-bodied men, 
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on their way North; recciyc them as the Good nmaritirn 
of old, :md -ob lige thy friend . 

Tuo~L'I.. GARREr.r. 

R1~ PE(;TED FRrE:\D, '\YrLT.T.\..\I 'TILT, :-I n ow hnYc 
Lhe pica ·urc of eon_igning to thy enrc four nblc-bodied, 
humnn bc i111:,'$, from North 'arolin1i, nnd fiyc from 
V irg inia-one of wh ich is n, O' irl twch'e or thirteen 
yea rs of age-the r est all men. 

0 
~\..fter thee ha- _een and 

co11 vc1"ccl with them, thee c:an determine whnt. i best to 
be clone wi t h them. I am as ured they nrc sueh ru; c:rn 
take care of themseh ·cs. Elijah F. Pcnll\·pnckcr ome 
time !'i llCC info rmed IUC he COllld find cmp) oymcnt in h i 
nc i<rh borhood for two o r three O'ood hand;;:. I hould 

o o {' . I t hink t ho ·c from nrol init would be abou t a sn c m tint 
ne ig h borhood as nnr place this · idc of Canada. '\Vi h­
ing our fr iends a ·afo trip, I r emain thy sincere friend. 

Tuo;1us G_\RRE'.rr. 
After conferr ing wi th B.nrry rnia, we h:wc con-

cluded to end five or s ix in the ca r ' t o-night, and t he 
balnncr, if Lhoscgo. nfc, to-mon ow niO'ht, or 'in the steam 
boat, econd -d tiy m orning, directed to the anli- ·lavery 
office. 

.. W IL:'lt C\C:TO:->, 5th l\Io. lltJ1, 1 56. 
E TEE~rnn F nrn:->n , l\I 'Knr x"D TILL:-I propo e 

scnrli ng Lo-mon ow m orn ing b y t he s tcam-bont, a. womitu 
and child who c h u band, I th ink, went omc nine months 
prcv iou · Lo N ew B edfor d . , he wa furnished with :t 
free p n .. sngc by the same l ine h er husband came in . 

he h ns been away fro m l he person c laiming to be her 
rua 'tcr some five m ou t hs, we therefore t hink t her e cn n­
n ot be much ri k at p r esen t. T hose four I wrote thee 
about, arrived safe up in t he neigh borhood of L ongwood, 
and Har r iet T ubmim followed after in the stage y ester ­
d ay. I sh all exp ect fi ve m or e fro m the same neighbor­
h ood next t r ip . 

A s ever your friend, T HOMAS G.A.RRE'l".l.'. 
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\\ IL:\flXGTO).", 12th ~Io . h ;t, 1 1 HO. 
R1o;.··:PEC'TED Fnrn:-.-o, " ' rr.1.1.ur , "rr1.1.:-J write to 

let then know that H arriet Tubm:tu i>< again in thc,;c 
part,;. , ' he arri,·cd lasL C\"cn ing from one of the trips 
ofmcrcy to God':; poo r, b ri ng ing Lwo men with her H!-1 

for :u; :Xc•w Castle. l agreed to pay a man l:t><t c \·cni ng 
l o pilot thC'm on thc i1· way to Chester c·ount.\·. Th<' wife 
of one of the men, wilh two or thrl'c C'hi ldrc n, wa:; lefL 
Fome th irty mile . .; hclow, au<l I gn,·e Harr ie t ten dollara to 
h ire a. man with carriage Lo lake the m to C hesle r cou n ty. 
She i::nid a. mnn ha<l offe red for t haL su 111, lo bl'i ng 
them on. I shall be Ycry u neasy about tlwm, unt il J 
h ear they arc safo. The re i:; now much more r isk 0 11 

the r oad, t ill the r nnivc he re than t here h as been fo r 
Fe,·c ral months pi1F' L, as we find that. ~omc poo1· wor thlc..::;; 
wretc:h C':; arc conslnntly 0 11 the look out on Lwo rnad!;, 
l11al l h.''-'~ c·an no~ W('ll a rnid, t•:.; pcc·ia lly with ca rringe ; 
ye:t a .. rl 1 ~ J i arnct, wl10 :-c 1·111cd to have had :t spc<:ia l 
:111,!!1·1 tu gua rd her 0 11 hc:r journey of mcn·y, ] ha,·c 
hop<» 

Tliy fric11Hl, 
' 1'1 11J :\l 1\ H (: , \ ltH I•: l " I'. 

1 '. B. ·we liovu nil \t ill lie in (] l1c..;Lcr c·o1111 Ly, to-
1110rrr1\r. 

,\.'\ J EHTC'A N AN'l'l-!-!L.\ VE RY SOC IETY. 

FIH-">'l' 1'<>:'1\' l ::'IT I O :-f 01" Tiii·: ,\:\J l·: H f( 0i\N 1\ N'l'l·HJ,,\ \ 'E ltY 

S<Jl'I 1-:'J\' 1 HELD I ~ l'llfl..\OJ-:1.l' ICf A DEC I-:M BJ.:J{ -h ·rr, 
."iTJI \ ' I > l)Tll, I ~;1:1. ,\ J)(Jl"l'ION 0 1" <.;O:S-HTI T l " l'I ON 

A~ll 111 :c ·L.\HA'l'l0~ 01' :-i E :-\'l' f ~!Jo;XTS. 

A°"' tli <' alioli Liou i;;l ii, prirn· Lo the l cb cllion, we re vil i­
fied, re\·ilcd a nd persecuted, th eir labors an d p11rposcs 
rni~ rep rc:-:en lcd-sou1c Li 111c:.; t It roug h a. " ·nn L of proper 
knuwlcclgt', a nd son1elimc·,; through mal ice- [ h ave 
clecmcd it. ad visa.b1e lo irn;crL in this work Ll1 e Constit'uw 
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lion of the ..American .Anti-slavei·y ociely, with the D ec/,a,­
ration of Sentiments adopted by them as cmhrncing the 
principles and moLirn~ wh ich actuated them in their 
effor t i u bchal f of the hwc. 

L ocal ant i-slascry ocictic had :ll rcnd_v been fo r med 
in d ifferen t part of the :J[iddlc :rnd ~~cw E ngl:lnd 
• ta.tcs, and Coloni zation , ocietics had been organized , 
wh o e object wa · th e gradual enrnncipnt ion 0Ll11 ,•e and 
t heir colouization in 1Vrica; but W "rLLI.DI LLOYD 

G ARR ISON , edi tor of The L iberato,-, fo lt tbnt the t ime 
bnd come fo r more un ited nnd ,·i rrorou~ nction which 

0 

could b c.sL be ct on foot by a. call for a. :Katiou :1l on -
ven t iou, hns ing fo r it· object immediate emancipation 
without e:i;pcitriation. H i:; v iews met with npproYnl, and 
t he conycution was h eld in P h iladelphia on t he fo urth, 
fifth and s ix th of D ecember, 1 33. _\.s the t ime np­
p roached t he fire of opposition nnd malice Wit' kiu<lled 
t h rnugh the col umn1-1 of di fTbi· •11 L 11 uw::1p1q~cr::1 . T ho 

chn.rncton1 nnd pll l'IJO!!~ ul' Urn I 1dlug a bolit ioui ·t were 
g rossly mi '1'Cpre:;entecl , and the fmy of the moh clement 
w nB t·oatly Lo be a rou eel iu thnt ity of Brotherly L oYC, 
whose commercia l intcrC!l;t in the . 'ou t lt 1Cj1rrued them in 

0 

foeling t.ogct.h ot-. 
On t he d a.y prior to Lho convcuLiou, SO\'Cl'll l <le11Jg11 Le8 

and others were on bonrd the stcnmcr from N ew Y ol'k 
Lo Phihulolph i :~, coming t.o a t tend it, nnd some cnn1cst 

discussions we re held by diflcrcnt pnrLies r espect ing it. 
O ne person , addressing hiruscU' to amuel J . l\ foy , iu­
quil'ed , " '\Vh a.t, sil', nrc th e nbolitioni t goin g to d o i n 
P hilndelphin ?" a.mucl r epl ied t ha t" they in tended to 
form a Nat iounl Ant i-sin.ver y Society." T hi eli cited 
an outp ouring of t hose common-place and oft-r citcrnted 

Q* 
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ohject iom; that. had g l'own fami liar to the rar, whe11 
\\':i]liam Lloy<l Uarri:;on, who wm; sitting 11car by, 
took part. in the co11\·c:r:-1ttieu, nncl cx po11nded in :i \·cry 
lucid all(l aclrnirnble manne r the doctrine..; arnl pttrpo:-;l'S 
of tho:'e who hcliC\·ed with him that. the ~l:tYl's-tht• 
hla('kc,.;t. of them-were men, entitled as mt1<;h n,,; tlw 
white . .;!. and mm;t. exalted mc11 in the lane] to the ir lib­
erty, to :t r c,.;ide nce h e re if they cho:-:e, and to :t('cptirc 
nli much wi!'clom, ns mueh property, nud o:; hig h a po:-;i­

tion :ll they might. 
After a Jong conver::ation which nttmc-tecl as ninny a,; 

could gel withi11 h cariug , t he gentle man ~a id , co11 rtc­
ously : " f h ave' h een much i11 lere:;led. :;ir, in what. YOll 

haY~ i-:ni<l , and in the cx.c·t•c<lin~ly frank nncl teni pc~·ate 
ma1111<·r in which you ha w tl'C:tlecl t he ~u hj ec· L . l f' a ll 
ahr 1litioui~ts were lik<' , ·1111 thNe wo11hl he ntllC'h ](';-: · 

ohj<·C'lio11 lo your enll·rpri,..e. But, !-l ir, d epend upo11 it,, 
that l1:1ir-brainocl, re(·ldv"', v iolent, fo niiLie, Ga r r ison, 
will cl:u11age, if he d 1w.; nc>t ~hipw l'eck any cause. ' 

Sa1111wl .J. ::\Tay, !"lcppi11 .!! forwa rd, !'aid : ".A ll ow Ille, si 1· , 
to iuln,duc:e to you i\ l 1·. ( :arri,;011 , of whom you c11 ln­
tai11 .;o liad an opi11io11 . The gc11 lle111a n you ha,·c been 
talkin,!! with i:; he." Tl1 c look of inc rcclu lo11: !'11rpr i,;e 
wh <.;n th is a nnounce n1c•11t was made <::1 11 eas il y be im­

ag ined . 
\Vlw n they arri \·c<l in t he cit,y in Lh C' e \·ening , h ric k 

bat:', rotte n egg,;, tar and foathe r,;, etc., w re be ing 

ta! kcd 11f'. T he mayor :111<1 pol ice had n ot,ified the l'h i l­
ade! p l 1 i:L aho l i t i on i,;t:- that t hey could not protect Llte 111 
ill (jl(' c \'cn ing , a nd t, hercfo re t hei t· meet,ings niu:--;t be 

h e lc l hy clrtylig h t. 
I t wa~ d eemed ad v isa b le , ns mor e l ik ely to in ·ure 
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pence, t hnt their m eti ng:s be prc"idcd OYer by ~omc 

prominen t. ci tizen of' Philadelphia. But none who wcre 
p oken to wou ld acce pt, and fio:illy R e \· . H eriah h ccn 

of N ew Y o rk was dw;:cu Pr~idcnt. 

A lle r drafting and adopting a \ 111::-t ilut iou it w:1s 
una ni mou:'ly agreed that it wa::: needful lo gi n~ to t he 
cou n t ry nnd lo the world a fuller tkelar:nion of t he 
!'Cu t i111cut · and puqH>:::C:' of' the ~\mcril·an ..:\nti·::-l:tYcry 

• 'o ·icty 1 lt:lll could he embodied in ii:' C'on:>titution, nnd 
whic h s hou ld be to the m in the ir ctforti> to t;t•cure l ib-

01ty lo the ::la ve in thi::: eountn·, what rhe D ecl:trat iou 
of J ntlep cndc nce was to 0111· H~n>lut ionary Fatlw rs in 
t,hei r effo r t:; to" secu re liberty w thcm::eh-cs :i nd their 
p o ter it.y." I t wa · therefore r c:'o lYcd •· thnt J.)[cs..;r;-:. 
Atlee, 'IV righ t, C: :irrisou, .Tu-elyn, Thurston • 'tC'rlinO', 
\ \Tm. G reen, Jr. , \\7 h itticr , Goodell and )f:ty, he :t com­
m ittee to dra ~ a D eclara t ion of Pri nciple::; o.f th e .Amc r­
icnn Anti-~ 1 11\·cry .. ·ocicty fo r publicat ion , to whic h t he 
s ig nnturc ·of t he member:: of t his 'om ·en l il)ll shall be 
a fli x.ed." 

This com mit tee, foel ing that the wor k : 1~;:ig11 cl them 
oug h t to be mo. t ca refu lly a nd t horough ly clone, 
emb ody ing n for a · p os.., ih le the be t t h oug h t of the 
wh ole Con ve n tion, in vi ted a bout ha lf of t he ir members 
to m eet th e m at the o fti. ce of the ir ch nirma n , Dr. Edwin 
P. Atlee. Thi· wns clon e, ea ch on e expressing the sent,i­
men t, or a nnounc ing t he p urpose, which he though t 

oug h t to be g iven in t he declaration . ...l.fter a se.::;:iou 
of more th nn two h ours, in which g reat unanim ity pre­
vnilccl, n. sub-commit tee of Lhree wns nppoin ted t o pre­
p a re a draft of th e pr op o ·cd cleclnrntiou, com;i ting of 
W illinru L. Gan iso11, J oh n G. \ Vhit t ier a nd amuel J. 
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~fay, and to report, n ext mo rning at, H o'clock to the 
who le comm iLlec. A s Garrison was looked up to by 
th em as their 'oryplucu:;, they I ff, the writing; of the 
documen t with him, and retired Lo meet hilll a f,' o't"lot'k 
in the moruio~. AL tcu that ni t;ht. he ~at. d own to the 
wo rk, and when the commiUee arri,·ed :tL the :ippoinl ' d 
hour they found him wilh . huller:; closed and lamp" 
still burning , just, writing the lm;f, parag raph . The 
d eclaration wn. · r ead hC'forC' th e 'oil\· n t io11 , and c11 rc­
fu II y cousidc1·c<l in all it,.; part:;, all(l wit.It \" •ry f"w 
changes adopted . 

I amucl J. l\I ay, in :-: pcaki11~ or t.hc cn r11c:; tn c:-<,.:, 
solemnity and 'hri:;Lian char:tde r which marked the 
proceed ings of that, 'onvenLion th roug hout, . aid: " f {' 

t,hc rc was ever a praying a!;:;cmb ly I believe t.haL was 
one." 

( f t he s ixty-one members who :;ig ned t,hat D eclnrn­
tion, but, Lwo arc now ti ,· ing: .John G. "\Vhi t.tic r nntl 
H obert Purvis. 

( 'OXSTITl.iTro :-r OF TllE ,urER I C'A:'\ AXT [-, L -\VJ::RY 

;.<<)(" ! ETY. 

"'\VHEI:EAS, The ::\fo,.,t H ig h ,od" halh ma.de of. ouc 
blood a ll nations of rn e.: 11 to d we! I on t.h c face o (. Lhc 
cart.h ," aud hnth eon1111anded t hem t.o love t he ir neig h-
bors ns Lhe rusel vcs ; antl . 

"\VHEHEAS, Our nati1mal ex is tence i. based upon tlrn:; 
princip1e, as r ecogni zed in the D eelaration of Indc pcn­
c.Icncc, "that a1l men arc created equa l, and th at t.he_r inc 
endowed by the ir 'rcator with certain inalienable n g h t.·, 
nmong w11 ich arc l ife, li ber ty and the pursuit of 1mppi­
n ess ; and 

"\VHEH.EAS, After the ln.pse of si x.ty years, since the 
faith ;ind hono~ of th e American pC'oplc were p ledged to 
this avowal b efor e Almighty Goel and the wol'ld, nearly 
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one-sixth pnrt of the Nntion nre held in bondnge by 
their follow-ciLizen:;; and 

"\VH r::R 1;;.\. , ' lavcry i contrary to the principles of 
natural ju lice of our Ame rican form of government 
:rnd of the Chri ti:rn relig ion, and i- d estructive of the 
pro. pcrity of the ountry, while it i- endangering the 
peace, union and lihcni ' of the. tatcs : nnd 

"\YrrnRE.\S, "\Ve believe it the duty and intere-Lofthe 
ma te r im mediately to cm:rnc ipntc their lnvcs. and that 
110 ehcmc of xp:ttrintion, either voluntary or b. · ex­
puls ion, cnn re111ovo thiH g rea t :111d inc reasi ng evil ; and 

"\VmmE.\ , \Ye believe that it i prnctirnblc, by ap­
peal. to the con:::cicuce-, hea rt - nod interest of' the 
peo ple, to awaken a public sentimen t through<.rnt the 
Nat.ion that will be opposed to the eontinuance of 
siaYery in any p.1rt of the republic, and by cffocting the 
speedy !lboli t ion of s l::wcry, prc,·eut a general connil­
!:Hon ; and 

"\V1 rnRJ:A , \ Ye bclic\"c we owe it to the oppressed , to 
our follow-ciLizem; who hold ·laves, to our whole count ry, 
to po teri ty, und lo God, to do nll thnt i lawfully in 
Olll" power to bring_ about the c~tinc~ion of In.very_; _we 
d? hereby ng rcc, with 1t prayerful rcli:mcc on the D1nnc 
a id, to form oureh-es into a. ocicty, to be go\"erned by 
the following con!;t itution : 

ARn 'LE !.- This society sha ll be cnllcd the A:uERl­
CA~ ANTI- CAVERY OC£E'l'Y. 

4-n:rrcr.i.,; IL- T he objects of this society ar c the 
~mt1rc :iholition of sin.ver y in the U ni ted tates. \Vhilc 
it admi ts tha.t each tatc iu whi ch liwcry cx i ts has by 
the Con t itut ion of the U ni ted tates the exclu iYe rig ht 
to legislate in rcga.rd to its abolition in snid ta tc, it 
shall aim to com':'incc nil ou~· fellow-ci tizen~, by argu­
men ts addressed Lo t heir understandin!!'S and consciences, 
t hat slave-holding is a henious crin~ iu the s ight of 
Goc.l, and that the duty, safety and best interests of a ll 
concerned, require its immedia te abnndonrncnt, without 
c~pat_riation. This society will also endeavor , in a. con­
st1tut10nn1 way, t o influence Congress to put an end to 
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the <lo 111CJ tU: Hln.ve-trade, und to nbuli ;-; h 8l:wery i11 :tll 
t.ho::e p ortio ns of our common country whil·h colll l' under 
i ~ co11trol, especia lly i11 the J)i:;tricL of 'o lu111bia, :111cl 
likewise to preven t. the extension of it. to 1111.r •' ta lc that 
may he he reafte r :idiuittcd to the C11ion . 

AH'l'I CL1,; .CJ L- Thi:; society 8ha ll aim to l' lt:\':tf e t he 
character a nd C"ondi t ion of th e people of' colo r hy cn­
cou ra<ring their i11le llc:dual, moral :1 11d re lig ious i111-
pro,·e~e11 t., n n<l by r e111ov i11g public prej ud ice, that 
t hus the~· may, a ccording to t.hcir i11tcllcc.:tual 11ncl morn! 
wo rth, :;hare nn eq ual ity with Lite wh ite:; of' ci,·i l 1111d 
rel i•rious privileges, b ut t his l'Ociety will nc,·cr i11 :111y 
W:l)r: coun lenunee the op prc..;;::e<l in \• i11 d icali11g t,hc ir 
r ights by re:mr ting to phy:; icn l fo rce. 

Thc.-,e t h ree artic les g ive t he object uf the socict.y. 
T he !"even :ir t ic lc..-i wh ich fo l low rel1tie to the d u t ic· of' 
oflit:e rs on ly , a nd nrc therefore omil.Led. 

1>t:C'f,AHA 'l'I OX OF f'E::\T l :llE:\T:-i O F 'l'JI E A;'-11,; HI('.\ :\ 
ASTr-,.: I. .\,. EH).' • ·oc; r l ;:'l.'Y. 

:\lore than fifty-~c\'en year::1 hnsc c lttpsecl : ioee n. bnnd 
o f' patri ots convened in th is p lace Lo devise 1Hcn: urco 
for tl1e clc livcrcncc of' thi:; count ry from :i fo reig n yoke. 
The c·orner-slonc u pon wh ich t hey founded the 'l' i·:M PLI~ 

ov FHEEDO>t wns b roadly t his, "tha t a ll men a rc c rcit­
Lcd equnl, nod they an' endowed by t heir 'rca lor wi th 
certa in unali enable righl:> ; t.hat nniong these a rc life, 
L i 111 ;1:TY, and t.hc pur,;u it of ha.ppiu c,,s." At the sound 
of their trumpet call three millions of people r ose up :t:> 
from the s leep of death, a nd r ushed Lo t he str i fo of 
blood, deeming it mo re desirable lo d ie instnu tly a 
freemen, than cle::1irable to li ve one h our as sla.vc:. 

T hey were fe w in n umber- poor in rc·ources ; b ut 
the honest. conviction t ha t Tnu'l'n, J u.·n ui,; and RIGn'l' 
were on t heir side, made them in vincible. 

"\ V c h a.vc m et togeth er for t he achievcmcn t of an cn­
lcrpri::;c, without w_lti ch tliat_of' our foth cr ::1_is incomplete ; 
and wh ich , from its m agm tudc, solcmmty, an d prob-

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD. 375 

able re-ult:; upon the destiny of the world, ns fo r 
:1~ transcends their :u: moral truth docs physical force. 

J n purity of moti,·c, in enrncstne:;s of zcnl, in dcei-ion 
of purpo!<e, in intrepidi ty of :ic:tiou, in . teaclt:1stncs.:5 of 
fa ith, in ~in ccrity of . piri t, we would not be inforior to 
t. hem. 

Their principle: led them to wn~c wnr ngnin-t their 
opprcs:;or:;, nnd to spill human blood like water, in 
orde r lo be fr c. Oura forhid the doing of Yil that 
~ond n11ty come and lend us to reject, and to eutrent 
Lhc oppre.:;:5ccl t o r eject the u~e of a 11 cnrnnl weapon:-; 
for dcliYer:rnce from hlllHlagc; relying sole ly upon tho=-c 
whi ·h :lrc pirilu:il :11ul mightY through God to the 
pulling down of stronghold:;. · 

Their measure· were spiritual rcsist:rnce-the mnr­
F;hnlling in nrn1.,-thc hostile arrny-thc mortal eucoun­
Lcr. Ottrs. sha ll be "'uc:h only :1 · t.h c oppo::it i_on. ot 
mornl punty to moral corruption-the dc:>truct1on ot 
error by the potency of truth-the on~rt hrow of preju­
dice hy the power o f' loyc-aud the abolition of ln,·ery 
by th e sp ir it of r~pcn tcnce. 

Thcfr grievcncc , g rea t a t hey were, were trifling iu 
conqm ri;on " ·iLh the wrong.-; and 5u fforin~ of tho·e for 
wh om we p lead. Our fathers were neycr · lnvc.s-ue,·cr 
b ough t n11d ulcl like cattle-n c\'c r sh ut out from the 
ligh t of k nowlcd O'c and relii•iou-uevcr ·ubjedcd to the 
lash of brutal tn °kmnster · . 

0 

But t hose fo r who:>c em:rn cipnt ion we are · trid ng­
co11st ituLiug at t he prer-:ent Lime nt least one-sixth p:1r t 
of our countrymen-arc r ccoau ize<l by the Jaw, nncl 
tren.tecl by their fellow-bein!!S ~1 ma rk etable commodi-

. 0 l tic:, a: good::> and chattel~, :1 · brute beasts ; nre p luuder cc 
daily of t he fruit of their toi l without r edre- - r cnlly 
enj oy ing no con ti tutiona l n or lcn-nl p rotection from 
l icentious and mur derous outrn<TCS ~pon their persons ; 
are ruthlessly torn asunder ; t.h~ tender bnbe fro m t he 
n.rms of its fran tic mother , the heart-brok en w ife from 
her weeping h usbnnd, nt the caprice or p lea u re of ir re­
sponsible tyr an ts . . :B or t he crime of' hnviug a da rk 
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complexion they suffor the pa nw of hu11ger, the inflic­
t ion o f . tripes and the ig nominy of' bruta l ~crvitudc. 

T hey nrc k ep t in hcathe11i;;lt dark1w."' · b.r la\\ ,; •x pn:.:;siy 
enacted to make th eir iustructio11 a c.:riminn l offo11 :::c. 

T hc.-;c arc the prominen t circun1:-;ti1111:cs i11 the eo11cli­
tion of more thn11 two mill ions of 011r peo ple, I he proof of' 
wh ich may be found in thou ·ands of inclisputahlc fo d:-;, 
and in t he laws of the s Ja,·c-holding . ' tatc.·. 

r!encc WC mainta in that in \· ic w of the civil and 
r elig ious p r ivi lc"CS of t his Kation, the g u ilt o f it:; 
opp rc.c:.i·ion i · une~1un llecl by any other on the faC'c of'tltc 
ea r th ; a 11d thc reforo tha t it is bou nd to repc11 L, to u 11 do 
t he heavy burden.,, lo break c \·cry yoke 11 11d to let. t he 
opp rcs·ed go free. . 

\ Ve further ma intai n that 110 man hns 1L n g ht to 
ens lave o r imbrutc his brother ; to ho ld o r a cknow ledge 
h im for one moment as a pi ece of' 111 c r~h:10d ~ ·c, t.o keep 
hack his h ire hy fraud, <ff t,o bru ta li ze 111. n1111d by 
~lcnying him the mca11=- of inte llectua l, socia l aud moml 
1m pro,·emcnt. 
. Tito r ig h t to c11jo.' · liberty is i11al icnab le_.,; to inva de it 
is t.o usurp the prerogati ,·e of' .Jehovah . ~~·c ry mun lws 
a n g hL to h is ow11 body; to the procl ucls o1 Jus own lnbor ; 
to. t he protection of law, and to the common. adva ~1~agC'S 
ot >'Ocicty. IL i8 pi rac·.r to buy o r . tc1d 1L n:t~1 v~ A fn can, 
and : u hjcct h im to ,:cn· i tu<lc. • ' u re ly t he s rn 1 as g rea t 
to enslave an A ::\I El:J <".\ ~ ns a n A 1·'H l 'AN. . 

Therefore we bclic\'C a nd a flirm, that there 1s no 
<lifl ercncc in princij1Lc between the African slave-Lrnclc 
and the Amer ican ,: lan• ry. . 

~l'hat, C\·cry Ame rica n cit izen who r cta111s .1L hu ma n 
~)Crng in in voluntary bondage ru; his p roper ty is, accorcl­
mg to, ·cript ure, (Ex. xxi. 16) 1L l\L\ N 'TEA LE I.{. 

That the sb vc5 oug ht ins tantly Lo be set free, and 
brought under the p rotection of the bw. 

That, if t hey li ved from the t ime of ~ha roa ~1 dow~ to 
the prc:;cn t period, and had b een cntm~ed tln ough suc­
ccsstyc generations t heir righ t to be free could never 
have b een alienat~d, but their claims would have con ­
s tantly risen in solemnity. 
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That all those law · now in fo rce, nclmitting the ri•.,.ht 
of . la.very, arc, therefore, b efore God utterly null 1~nd 
void, .being nn :~uc.la_ci0t.1 • usurpation of the Dh·inc prc­
rogntLYc ; a dnnng mfrmgcmcnt on the lnws of nature, 
n base O\'Crthrow of lhc Ycry founcl:nion ~ of the soci:1l 
compact, a <:omplctc exti nction of all rebtious endea r­
ment ·, n11 ~l ohli~ution · vf mnnkiucl. mu.I ct pr '"umptuou · 
tram;~rcs.; 1on ot all ho ly eommaudmeut · : :1ml, that, 
therefore they ou~ht in~t:rntly lo be abrogated. 

\ Ve forth r bclicyc nnd 1iffirm-Thnt all pcr::on::; of 
c~lor who po~cs · the qualification · which :lre dcmitnded 
of other~, oug ht to be admitted fort hwith to the enjoy­
ment of the : nmc pri,·ilege", and the exercise of the 
s.nme prcro.gat1 \·cs a · other:;; nutl that the paths of prc­
fo rm.eut, ot wealth nud of intelligence ~hould be opened 
ns wid ely .to t!1em u~ t.0 pcrsollS of it white complexion. 

\\Te m nm ta1u tha t 110 com peusatiou hould be g i,·cn 
to th e plan~crs emancipaLing the ~la,·cs. 

Because 1t would be n. uncndcr of the rrrcM funda ­
mental principle that, mnu should not hold}>ropcrLy in 
ma n ; 

B eca use • LA.V ERY J • .\ 0Rurn, A~n TllEREFOHE r 
NO'l' A ' A H'l'l 'LE TO J3E . 'O LD. 

B ecause th e h older:::; of ~l:wes nrc n ot the ju t propri­
etors. ~f what they cln im; freeing the slave. is not 
dcpnnug them of pro1>ert\· but r estoriurr it to ii ' ri rrht-
ii l . . J' <:> ~ 

u own ers; it 1s n ot \\TOUCYinrr t he JU•l tcr but ri o·b liu o· 
tl I . . <:> 0 • ' <:> <:> 

te s avc- t·esto rrng lum to hi mself'. 
B ecause immed.iatc a nd genera l emancipat ion would 

only dest roy .nom1 ua l, not. rea l property: it would not 
:rn~pL~ t.'tte n. 11.mb ~r break a bone of the ~l:wc:;, but by 
mfus mg m otive. mto th eir br cn- t , would make them 
doubly valua ble to t he masters a free laborers and 
. Because, .if compen ·ittiou i Lo be giYcu i;t nll, i t 
sh ould be g iven to the outm ged a nd g u iltless slave nnd 
not to th ose who h n.vc plundered and abused them. 

W e r ega rd as d el us i\re, cruel a nd dauo-orous an y 
s~heme of ?XJ~ntrin.tion " ·hich pr e ten ds to<=> a id, either 
d trcctly or m cl1rectly, iu the cman cipa.tion of the slnves, 
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o r to bo a. su bstit.u lc for tho immediate 11 11d total a boli-
tion of slave ry . . . 

\ Ve fu lly a n d unan imousl_y r c_c.:ogntzc th e so ,·c1:c1g11ty 
of each • tatc t.o legislate exclus ~ vc~ y .011 _t.h ? · u b.1cc.:t of 
the slavery wh ich is tolerated m th111 i l:; l11111ls ; we con­
cede t hat cong rci,-, u nde1· llwprescnt 1Lational.compa?l, hns 
n o rig h t. t.o in terfe re with any of t he s la,·c. ta lcs 111 re-
lation to th is momentous subj ect. . . 

B ut we mai nta in t.hat. Cong rc..::-; l1as a . n g h L, 11ncl is 
so lemnly boun d, to upprc.-;..;; th e do111e:-1l_i c s la,·c lra~l c 

bet ween the scycra l Sta te:; a nd to a lio l 1:;h s in ,·cry 111 

t hose p ort ions of 0ur tcrr it0 ry wh ic h the Co11:;Li t.11 t ion 
lu1'· p laced under it.-; cxc lus i,·e j u ri:-:did ion. . 

' Ve a lso ma in tain that there arc a t. · t he pre·cnt !1111c 
t he hig hest obliga t ions r e ·ting upon l he peo ple o~ .t he 
free 'tates to r emove . 1;t,·c ry h.' ' 111orn l : ~ n il polit_i C'a l 
a ction as p rescr ibed in the 'ons t.it.u tion o{ Lhe 111tctl 
• 'ta tcs. 

T hey are now Ji y i1w uncJer pl edge of _ their t rc n1en-. 
dous physica l fem.:(', to fo~tc 1~ ~he g_:ill1ng f~ttt• r:-; , ~>i 
tyranny upon t lw lilllh:l of 11 11 1Iion:; 111 t he · uuthc111 
~talc: ; Lhcy nrc liahl<' l" h e c:d lc·d nt. an y m oment. Lo 
~11 pprcss a gene ra l i 11~u rrcct i on ofl hc l'.1 ye:; ; .t h_cy. au ~h.or~ 
1ze t he s la ve-own er to ,·oLc on th rec-fi h hs of lu .. la , c as 
J>_roperLy, nud t hu:; enabk li im Lo perpetu al ~ lus O J~p.r~s~ 
s1<rn; they Sll f)j)Or L a stand ing army a t. t he • ouLh lo t i ll:; 
l)l. t 1 · cl I · t i c ·l·l vc who !ias csc:i r1ed 0 cc~1ou · au l 1cy· seize 1 " , 
· . ' . . I · b· ·I- t be tu rl 11 red into t he ir tcrri tor1e;-: a nd :;end 11 111 .tc '" 0 . • 
I , ' I l ] · T h is rch t.1011 )y a n enra1Ye<l ma,;lC' r, o r 1L >ru ta c. n \·er. · 

·~ I f l :rnd r 1· MUST lo s lavery is cri minal , ancl fo l o c anger, · 

n1~rltHlOKEN U J'. . . I t i ·c our de ·irrns 
icse arc our v iew:; :u1cl pnuc1p cs ; 1cs. b 

ancl mca ·ures. 'Vitl1 entire cr: nfi clcn cc Ill the ove r­
ruling just ice of God, we plnnt ourselves upon th.c ~c~l :i­
ra.tion ·0£' our Iu<lcpcnclencc, a~1d th e t rut h of D1 v1uc 
re,·clation as upon the E".crlas t1ng .R~cl~ . 
. \Ve sh all organi ze Ant~-slavc~·y Soc1ettes, if p ossible, 
1n every city t own and vill age 10 our la nd. . . 

\ Ve sh all ~end for th agents t o lif t up . th eu· voice of 
remonstrance, of warning, of entrciLty, of r ebuk e. 
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\Ve hall circulnte, unspa ring ly, and c s.ten ivcly , a nti­
shw cry tract and pc:riodicaJ . 

'\Te h:tll enl i t the pu lpit and tho pres~ iu t he ca u e 
of the suAcr ing a nd the dumb. 

\\re. hall a im nt a purification of the churches from 
a ll parl icipntion in the rruil t of ;:; )n,·ery. 

\ Ve shall ncournge the labor of freemen rnthcr tha n 
t hat of b y ", by g h·iug a preference lo th eir p roduc­
t ion , n.ncl 

' Ve shnll ·pare no exert ion~ nor menus to bri ug the 
whole nation Lo peedy rc pen teuce. 

O ut' tru,:t fo r Yictor y i sole ly in G od. lVe mny be 
pc1 ·ona1ly clc foatecl, but our p1·inciplcs nc' ·.cr. T ~n T H , 

J n c i::, R v., ·o::-r, Jfli :-i t A~ ITY, mu t aucl will g lon ou ly 
t riumph. A lread y n ho t is coming up to t he help of 
the L ord aga inst the 111i rrh ty, tlUd t he pro~pcct before 
us is fu ll of en cou rngcme~ t . 

'u bmitting t his D EC'J.A R.\Tro~ to l hc candid cxnmi­
naLion of the people of Lhi count ry, 1111d of th e fr iend 
of liber ty th rourrhout the wor hl ''"c h crebr affix our 
: ig.nnturcs Lo i t~ pl dg ing our:;ch·c.s tha t · under t~1 c 
g u1dunce and by the help of A lmigh ty God we will 
do all that in us l ies cons istentl y ·with thi D ecla ration 
of our p r inciples, t~ overthro,~· the most execrable 
. ystcm of slavery th at has ever been witne;:: eel upon the 
ea r th- to <leli ,·e t· Olll' land from i t~ dcndl iest curse-to 
wipe out. Lhc fo ulest stnin which rc-t~ upon our national 
escutcheon- nod to secur e to t he colored population of 
the U ni ted tntes all the r ig hts a nd pr i\"ilcges whi ·h 
belong to th em as men and n A merica.n - come whn t 
may to our p ersons, our intere t~, or our r eputntion­
whetber we live to witness the t riumph of L IBERTY, 
!usT~CE and H u l\IANI 'l'Y, or per ish unt imely as martyrs 
m t his grc~it, benevolent an d holy cause. 

Done at P h iladelphia , the sixth day of D ecember, A . 
D. 1833. 

[Signed.] 
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cr~AuSE IX THE CO::\STlT .TIO::\ OF TUE l:.::\ ITED TATES. 

Fl"(;ITfYE ... LAYE L.\W. 

AnTC r.i-: I\, . ECTrox 2.-:Xo p erson held lo ... en ·ice 
or labor in our :-:; tn lc . under the l:lw- thereof~ escaping 
i!1to anoll~cr, ~ hall , in con equeocc of nny htw or rcguln­
l 1on thcrem, he d ischnrgecl from ... uch ~cn·i ce or lnbor , 
b ut. ha ll be cle lirered up on clnim of the pn r ty to whom 
su ch er \'ice or lnbor mny be due. 

T here wns much wr:rng ling over the mloplion of thi 
clm1se in the Co n. tituti on wh ich it- frnmers were de­
vis ing for a ~ ovnrnment who-e profcs-ed purpo·e wns to 
g un ran lee liberty and protect ion to it ~ people. But the 
i<len, o f ext nding the blessings of that libor ly to t he 
African race then held ns shwes in thi- country, did not 
seem to enter the mind of ome of those p!ltrioticfothers. 
It will, howe ,·e 1., be obsen·ed that the term :Jlave and 
slavery were earcfu II y om i ttecl, and the term service or 
labor u~ecl ins tead. 

O n t he 1 th of, eptember , 1 50, Congress pn ... -ed the 
l nw known n the "Fug itive. l:n·e L nw of hf50." 

It wns pretty d efinitely understood by the fr ien ds of 
that bill in Congre~ , thnt if t hey pn ... ::ed it, Znchnry 
Taylor , th en P re::;idcn t , wou lcl veto it. B efore it was 
v oted upon G enernl 'l'n.y lor died, a nd niillnrd F ill more, 
who succeeded h im, when th e bill pas.sod 'ongr css, 
a ffi xed his s ignature to it, and it b eca me a lnw. 

THE FUGITIVE SLA \ h LA ·w. 
'l'lIOSE PARTS WIT[ 'II RELATE TO TITE CAPTURE AND 

Rbvl'URN OF SLAYES. 

SECTIO:-.r 3.-And be it further enacted, T h at the Ci rcui t 
Co urts of th e U ni ted, tntes, and the Superior Cou r ts of 
each organ ized T erri tory of the U nited tates, shall 
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from t ime to Lime enla rge the n umber of 'om mi. ,;io11c1 ·, 
wi th a view lo afford reasonable fa cili lic.s to reclnim 
fugit ives from labor, a nd to the prompt d ischa rge of 
the d ut ies im posccl by thi net. 

• 'i-:cr.rro x .:J..-.Ancl be it fm·lher enacted, Thal the 'om­
m issionero n.boYe nnmed shall hn\·c c·o11cunent juril:'clic· 
t ion with the Judges of t he 'i r cuit. and D istrict 'ourt 
of the United • talcs, in their rcspcct i\'c circu it an d 
d i ·t ricls within I.he i'C\·cral . 'talcs, a nd the J udge:.: of' 
the • ' u peri or 'ou r t. of th e T errit ories, SC\'Cr a 11 y and 
collectively, in Lcrm-time a nd vncnt ion ; nn<l shall g rnnt 
ccrLificatcs to such clai mant , upon f:nt i:;faclo ry p roof 
being made, wi t h a uthor ity to tak e 11 11d rclllO\'e ' uch 
fugit ives from ser vi ce or la bor, unde r the re,;t ri ction 
here in con tained, to the, 'talc or Tcrrilo r r from which 
such person:; may have escaped or Jled . · 

• ' E<'TCON 5.-And be itfurlher enacted, That it shall 
he t he duty of all marshals a ud clepu t.y mu1·:::ha ls to 
obey a nd execute a ll wannnts nnd p reccp · if' ued unde1· 
the prov is ions of th is act when to them d irected ; and 
shou ld a ny mar::hal 01· dep uty mn n:ilrn l re fu se to receive 
such " ·ar ran t or other pr ocCJ s when tendered, or to u. e 
n il p roper m.<'a ~1s d iligent ly to execute the sa me, he 
shal l on conv1cllun lhcreof be fi ned iu the sum of one 
thousand dol lar,.; to the use of . uch clnimnnt, on lhc 
mot ion of such clai mant, by the 'ircui t or D i:;LricL 
Uourt for the dislrict of such ma rshnl and nftc t· a rrest 
of such fu gi ti\'es by such mn r ha l, ~r his deputy, or 
wh ilst a t any time in h is custody u11dcr I.he p rovisions 
of this act shou lcl such fug i t i Ye cscnpc, whether wi Lh 01· 
without the assent. of such marsh al or h is depu ty, ·uch 
marsha l sha ll be lmblc on his ofti c:ia l bond to be prose­
c uted for the benefi t of such cla iman t fo r the fu ll Ynlue 
of the ser vice or labor of said fug iLivc in the 'tntc, 
T e rritory or D ist ri ct whence he escaped · an d the better 
to enab le t be ~a id Commissioners, when Lhus :ippoinlcd, 
to execu te then· d ut ies faithfully nncl cIHc:iently, in co11-
formity with t h e rcquircment.r; of the Const itutiou of the 
Un ited S ta tes, a nd of this act, they n.1·c hereby m1thor-

'"' 
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ized nncl empowered within their counties rc.ipecfo·ely, 
Lo appoint iu writing under their hnnd , nny one or 
more suitable persons, from tirne to time. to execute all 
. uc:h wnrr:mt · an cl other proceci5 a.s mny be i ued by 
them in the lawful per form:mce of their r e.spectiYe 
dutie:s ; with authoril\· to ueh 'ommi.::~ioners or the 
person . to be appointed by them to execute process ilS 

nforcs:11cl, to summon or cnll to their nicl the by-tanders 
or posse comilalus of the proper county when neces-ar y 
to in urc n. fn ithf'ul ohsen ·:mcc of the ·clnuse of the 'on­
sti_Lut ion referred to, in . c.onfonnity with the p royi ion of 
t l11!:l net, a nd nll good e1t1zcn · nre comma nded to nid a nd 
a~ i t in the prompt nncl efficient ex ecution of thi- law, 
whencYcr their erv icc.s may be r equired a nfore.s!lid 
for that purpose, and sa id wnnants ~hall i·un and be 
executed by ~aid ofiice1 · nny wherc in the tnte within 
which they nrc i ued . ' 

• 'E 1'lO"' 6.-.A n~ be it further enacicd, Thnt when a 
person hc1d to serncc or h bor in a ny 'tatc or T erri tory 
in the U nited • tnt.es has he retofore or hall hcrenftcr 
cscnpc into any other tnlc o t· T erri tor y of the U nited 
· ' ta te , th e person or person to whom· uch erYice or 
labor mny b~ due, or his, her, or tl1eir agent or nttorney, 
d uly nuthon zed, by power of a ttorney, iu writing, 
acknowledged and certified under the c:il of some lega l 
ofli ccr or Court of the tntc or T erri tor y in which the 
s.an:~e. may be execu ted , may pursue m1d r eclnim such 
fug1ttve person , either by procur ing a wnrrnut from 
somo oue of the courts J udcres or Commissioners ns 

f. 'd f , '=> n ores:u , o t~e proper circuit, d istrict or county for 
the a.pprehensiou of uch focrit iYe from sen ·ice or 
lnbor, or by seizing nnd arrcsti~ cr such fucritiYe, where 
the sa me cnu be done without 1)r~ccss nndby takina or . ' ~' cnusmg such persons to be taken, for thwith before uch 
court, J udge or Comm is ioner , whose duty it shall be to 
h em· a nd deter mine the case of' such claimant in n. sum­
mnr~ m~~er, n,ud upon satisfactor y proof being mnde, 
b)' d1spos1t t0n or affidavi t in writiu cr to be certified to 

' b' • such court, J udge or Commissioner, or by other sat rs-
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factory te.-;t.imony, duly tnken nncl cer t.ifi ecl by some 
court, maf!ist rnle, ju tice of the pence, or othe1· lega l 
otticer, authorized to administer an oath :1nd tuke clepo­
Rition unde r the laws of the , 'l!ltc or T erritory from 
whi ch ;;uch person 0wing ~cn·icc or labor m:iy ha\'C 
('::cape<l, wilh a certificate of uch 111:1gi:slrllC')' o r ol her 
authori ty, ns afore ·:iid , with the :cal of the proper •ourt 
or ofHc<'r th ereto attached, which i'en l ~hn l I be . 11 fl1 cient 
to establish the compcte::ncy of t he prnof~ a nd wit h p roof 
al o by aflicla, ·it of the identi ty of' the per:;on who, e 
service or lnbor is cla imed lo be due :1 ' n fo re~nid, th:1t 
t.hc pe r;:on so arrc::;tccl docs in fact owe !'Cdtc or labor lo 
the person or perons clniming hi111 or her, in the • ' tnle 
or T e rri tory from which such f'ug iti \'C' mny ha\'e e,.:c1tped 
as afo1·esnid, nod t hat. ~n i d per:-<on ei-icapcd , lo make out 
a nd delh·er to such clnimnn t, his or he r ngent or attor­
ney, a ccrlificatc f:etl ing fort h the suh~tnnt,ial fact:; a to 
the ~crvice or labor due fro111 . uch fug iti,·e to the clnim­
ant, and of hi ,:; or he r escape from the . 'talc n11d T erri­
tory in which he or f' hc wa: 111Te tec1, wi th au thori ty to 
such c:la im:rn1, or hi:-> or her agen t. o r attorney, to u. c 
~uch r ensonablc fo rce a nd red rnin t., as may be nee~ ·nry, 
untlc:1· lhc cin·u111,tances of the cn!:ie, to take and rclllove 
Ruch fugi t i \'C' pc·r,-on hack lo t he f;U1L? or _'J'eni tory 
wh ence he or :-:he m:iy h a ve escnped as afore>'n 1 ~l. In no 
trial or heari1 w under Lltis act shall t he tc."!l 1mony of 
such a lleged fugiti,·c he adm itted i~1 edden~c, and Lhc 
ccrtificat.es in this nncl t he first. sect.i on men t ioned shall 
be conclus iYc of t ltc rig ht of t.h e perso n. 0 1: persons in 
whose foyor i.rra11ted, to remo,·e such fog1t1ve to Lho 
•'talc or T erritory from wh ich he escaped, nnd sh.all 
preven t a ll rnolcstation of such person or persons by nny 
process issued by any court, judge, mng is trnte or other 
person whomsoever . 

SECTION 7.- A n d be itfurthm· enacted, That nnr per­
son who shall knowingly a nd willfully obst ru ct, hrnder, 
or prevent such clai mant , his agent or attorney, or any 
~crson or persons lawfully ~1~sis t.iug him, l~cr, or them, 
from an:esting such a fug1t1ve from servi ce or labor, 
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<1ither with or without proce~;;, ns afore-aid · or ball 
r escue, or .nllempt to rescue, uch fugit iYe from sen -ice 
or 1:1bor, from the cu~tody of such cla imant, hi or h er 
ag~ot. or attorney, ? r other pe1 ~an or pm ~on lawfully 
a~ 1 t1~.g _u. nfo.resa.1d, when o arrested pu1 ' U:tnt to the 
autho ~ tt) here111 g l\·en and declar d; or hnll aid, abet, 
or. a~ ·1. t such pc1:so~ ::o owing .scrYi cc or labor as ufore­
s~1d, directly or md1rcct ly, to e' capc from ~uch claimant, 
his nge.nt or atlorne~·. or other person or person le!!ally 
uut!1?n zcd :l~ aforesaid; or hall h:nbor or conceal

0 
uch 

fug iliYe, o :lv ro pt·c,·en t the di t'O \'cry nnd fll'l' st of 
such person, afte r 11ot ic or knowledae of the foet that 
u~h pe rson. w:i~ a fug i ti \'C from In bo~· or scr\'ice ns afore­

smd, h a ll !or e ither of :::a id oficnc ~,be _ubject to a fine 
.not, excecd1 ~1g one t hou:mncl d ollnrs :rnd imprisonment 
n?t. cxcbcc~l111g ix months. by indictment n.nd con­
:;1ct11on ~ fore the DUrict Court of the "Coited late 
.lO l' L l C d t . . t . I . ' 

. '- i 1c m w 11ch ._uch ofiense mny lrnv been 
C?m.rnitt~~' or be.fore th e proper court of crimina l jmis­
d icti?n , .it com rrn tted wi th in any one of the orQ'aDized 
Ter~·~torics of the U nited tntcs ; nnd ball m~reoyer 
fo~·fo it and pay, by way of civil dnmncres to tl1e pnl'ty 
1

1
11J

1
t
1
i rcd ?Y such illegal conduct, t he u~ of one thott-nnd 

co ar::; for each fug itive o lo't as nforCEnid to be re-

'Ic.?vc ~·cd. b
1
y act ion of d ebt , in nny of t he Di trict or 

ern to rm Courts a ·· " . · · l "th.· } · · a· · t h 'd ti' · .uo1e.:;mo, "1 mw1ose ju1·1s tetion 
e sai 0 cnce may hnse been committed. 
SECTIO_N 8.-.Ancl be itfiirthei· enacted, That the ma.r­

sh ndlsT, the.n· ~efu tics, nnd t he clerks of the sa id District 
nn erntorra Ot11· ts sl nJl b ·a f' t. • • th 1'1- f ' 1" e pm or tne1r sen'lces 

. e 1 ."e ecs as nu~y be a llowed to them for similm· ser-
J~~.~~ 10 _o~hc~· case. ; and where uch ser vice a1·e ren­
of tl fux~ ~sively JU the nrrest, custody, and d elivery 

ie g 1tn·e to the cla imant his or her n<Yent or attor-
ney or wher e s 1 d f ' . . o ' f uc 1 su ppo::;e ug1t1vc miiy be discharged 
0~~ 0 tlcustody for t he wnnt of sufficien t proof as afore­
.st1. 1 rnn s~ich fees are to be paid in the whole by such 
~haim~nt, hr.s ~gent or attorney, and in all cases where 

e pio~eedmgs are before a commissioner, he shall be 
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entitled to a fee of ten dollar:; in full_ for hi_ ·.-cn·ic · in 
each case, upon the delivery of thc:;a1cl c:crtif1c:ale l? the 
claimant, his or her agent or attorney; o.r a foe of_ ~ve 
dollars in c:a!-'cs whe re the proof shall 11?~ 111 the op1111,o~ 
of such commi:S:' ioncr warrant . ud1 ce rt.if1 cnle and cleln -
ery inclu. iYe of all cn·ices incident to . uch arrc: t and 
exa

1

min:ttio11 LO be paid in eithe r C:llSC, hy the cllltlllll ll t, 
his or her 1{gent or attorney . The per~on or pcr: ons 
authorized to execute the procc,.:s to he. 1:s>11 cd by_ .u.ch 
commissioners for the arrest and clc tc11t1011 of _fug 1tn cs 
from service or labor ns nforesnicl, :;ha ll he enti tled lo a 
fee of fh·e dollars each for each person. h ~ or they 1~11~y 
arrest and take before aiw suc h co r nmt~ 1011.e r a. afo_ie­
said, at the instance a nd r:equ sL of ·uch cla11n11 nt, with 
such other foes as may be deemed r c11so!1able by ·~1 ch 

commission fo r such othe1· adclit.i onal ser vices a · m n) be 
nece __ arily performed by him or the m ;_ -:uch_ as attend­
ing at the examination, keep ing t he fu~1~1\·e 111 c~1 tod~·, 

and pro\·icling him with food and locli.;tng_ dun~g h~ 
de tent.ion and unti l th e final dctcrnrn1_at1on o sue 
commissi~ncr; and in general fo r pcrfo_rm111g SL!ch ~the1: 
duties as may he rc11uircd by uch c lmmnnt, h_is Ot hei 

· · · · t i e prcm1 c uch attorne)' or 1wc11t or comm 1s ~10 11er Ill 1 . '· 
11 .-. ' · ·ti the lees usua y foes to be made 11p in conformi ty wi .1. . . 

1 
. ' 

1 ch 'u·ged h)' th e oflic-e r::; of t.he court · of J ust.icc "'1 t ~ mbt
1
1e 

' . . . s ma)' be 1)racL1c11 e PI·ope1· d1:>t.r1 t'l or count.y as nc111 n , 
• • ' J • • , ts or attorneys and rinid by ;;ud1 cb.1111ant, t 1e1.1 agcnl I . b ·d . a' 

I '. . . f' ·crviccor a.Joi eo1 cie whcL1er·uc 1ug 1t1\·cs rom s fi ldt . 
· 1 · • ~ by the 11n e c rn1111-to be delivcrccl lo ,.; uch c atman~ 

ation of such c·ommi::. ionc.rs or not. cled That upon 
'E "TION 9.- And be it further ena '. . . . 

affidavit made by the claimnot of such.f ii.ugitiv
1
c, hibs 01 

' f' . ·I cer t1 i cate Hts een her agent or attorney' n ter sue 1 I I f . 
issued that he has r eason to appreh end t

1
•n~ sue 1 t~gi-

' d b .1: fi· his or t 1e1r posscss10n tive will be rescue Y iorce om . . f the State in 
befor e h e can be ~ken bey~nd th e lb111tsh~ du t of the 
whi ch the arrest is made, it sh alJ e t . . . Y . 

1 
. 

ffi k . the arr·est to retain such fug1t1ve Ill us o cer ma mg S ·l 1 
custody, and to r emove him to th e tnte " 1ence 1e 

... 
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fled, and there to deJi,·er him to ~nid clnimnnt, hi al?ent, 
or attorney. And to thi end, the officer aforesaid is 
h ereby authorized nod required to employ o many per­
son. a he mny d eem ncee:::;:ary to overcome ueh force, 
and to r etnin them in hi::; service ~o looq ns circum­
stance· mny requ ire. The ~nid officer nnCJ hi assist­
ant , whi le so employed, to recei\·e the .,a.me compen n­
tion, nnd to be :t llowed the ::;ame C..\:pen~es n are now 
allowed hy lnw fo r transportation of criminuL, to be 
certified by the judge of the district within which the 
arr t i · mn le, a nd pnid out of the Trerumry of the 
U ni ted . tnte::i. 

LINCOLN'~ (.;AUTIO X AXD 0~$C!E~"Trou~~E$S.-LET-
'.rER TO HOH.\C E G R EELEY.-Y!Sf'l' FRO:\l DELEGA­

'.l.'IOX OF )lfXf TERS.-PIWCLA:\f.\TIOX OF E:\LL"'\CTPA­
TIOX.-EXTRA ~1" FROM ) IJ,..:,:i \ {;F.S tx REFERE~CE TO 

I'I'.-Ai\£E~D)fEXTS .\BOr.1~1 1 rxc; A XD PROF!TBITING 
LAVERY. 

During the early period of the war President Lincoln 
was severely and mercilessly cri t icised, not only by h.is 
pol itical opponen t::i, for t he mensure.s he h ad taken to 
crush the rebellion, bu t by his impctuou anti-slavery 
friends, who thoug ht him too tardy in arniling himself 
of an oppor tuni ty to declare freedom to the lnve, ·whi ch 
they clnimed wn t hen within hi power , nnd which it 
was his duty to enforce. 

Al though the outhern tates were in r ebellion, nnd 
had seceded wh en he nssnm ed the dut.ies of President of 
the U nited tntes, he felt that he was con cient iously 
bound to preser ve the union of tates, if possible, by the 
best means he could employ, accord ing to the Const itu­
tion, and in fulfi llment of the following oath of oJJice : 

"I do solemnl y swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully 
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·ecute the office of' Presiden t of the "C nit<'d • 'talc:: . :rn~ 
~~~JI to the best of my ability, pre::c1:n" !>.':olctt an 
defc:'nd the 'onslilution of the 111 tcd ~l:tll',,. . 

H e hnc.l neither time nor incl ination to harrow u1.) l11s 
mind by c·onl:: ic.le ring the mnny hostil e lctt<•r,,; nnd :1rt1 ·le 

. cl 1·k . . 'llTOW" Ill h1111 nnd in n ew:;paperl', mme 1 ·e so 111.tll ) • . · .. 

his policy, preferring to clircc;t hi ;-; :tl tc1.1twn l.o acqu'.nng 
a full knowledge of the ent ire :-:ituatwn of the "hole 

I ·ti ti t, hwwlcd.re to country, ancl in acc:orc an cc w1 1 1:t ' b 

aclnpt the b est 1nean:; to the be;-;t e ncl:-: . . . 
, ' itling upon the highc.-;t plac:c in tlH' ::\:~tr on'.d ~o ,·-

t ·t. of :-;cc1ng nnd crnrnent. he had a better op por uni ) · 
' . . . f ' fl ' · . . ·ind what. mo,·c-knowinrr the nincd concl1t t0n o a :111:-, • 

b . 1 . . io.: iti on:; who pre-men t · to make, than many 111 o \\ CI I · 
<:umecl io kn ew more. 
~ . ·r c·oultl cli111 u li i-, '-I OU ) whu~t.' Vi"'- IOll , p1ttc(• n<>r i>O\\ l 

.\h.n«·cl , j,,w a nd rf..•\"l'rc utly, t h t1l ht" u~iJ,:hl """l'J\ U, 

And nut 111 i•l.d >1· llll" 1111rt ll-'~ii.:-11t• tl tu h1111 

J n tht· ( n ·ntor''i pl1111.'" • l 
. l cnrnncii1at10n 1t1H wa · H e wns al\\:t\·,; lookrni; towan . ' . 

· I t' \\'hen he fc lL thaL 1t. rcncly to i~,;uc ~ 111·11 a prot ama ion , 
. . . ·nHl by the . tnlc:-i not would be :;\1,;ta11H·d In· the n1 Ill) • . . 

. . · 1 . · 1 . " .A gllaie t he guc: tion. 
then m rchcl l1011 . lfoncc ic a ic · . Gl' l' \' [~J"" B ut 

l \ · fT \'l' F J\ ' J " · O ct. t he pco1,l c· rcac Y· .1: c. ' " 11 · I t • letter iu 
. . t icnl JHI ) 1:-i ICC . t :Horace G rc•c•lc'\", t.rrow11ig impa ' . . ·I· ·I l 

· tl ' l 1 l< J ii1<.:o l11 Lo \\ 11c 1 1c the New York Tribune, 1rcc C( > "' ' 

mncle the following rep ly : 

"ExECuTrvE '.i\IA"'s 10:-:, 9 ') l G:2. lj 
'\VAs m NGT ON, Aug. "''"'' . 

G _ . D r Sir : I h n.ve JUSt 
Ho~. HORACE REELE~- ea rc:clf thrOUO'h the 

reac.l yo urs of the 19t.b uddrcsbd .to !~1~ny statcm~nts or 
N~ York 'Jlribune. ~there e J~ J ; to be erroneous, 
assumptions of fact which I may ],,nbo" If there be in 
I do n ot now and h ere controver t t em. 

... 
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i t any inferences which I may belieYe to be fa lsely 
drawn, I do not n ow and here argue agniu~t them. If 
there be perce ptible in it nn impatient nnd d ictatoria l 
tone, I wai,·e it in deference to an old fr iend, whose 
h enrt l h:t\'C alway · suppo~cd to be rig ht. 

"As to the p olicy I 'seem to be pu.r::uina,' :1s you say, 
I ha,·c n ot meant to lcaYe any one in doubt. 

"J would sa,·e the Gnion. · I would saYe it the short­
est. way undc 1· the on~titutiou. The sooner the Kntiounl 
authority can be rcslorcd, the nearer the Union will 
be' the ~nion as it wa:-:.' If there be those who would 
not. :n·e th L1n ion unless they could nt the .. nme time 
save • ' la\'crr, l clo n ot agree with them. If there be 
t hose who ,\·ould noL sn,·e - the -uion uole.:,·;; they could 
at t he. nme time destroy Bb\·el'y, I do not ag1:ec with 
t.hem:. . ~ly paramount object in this strug~lc ~ to ~n~·e 
the 111011 and i:: not to s:w e or destr oy sJa,·el'y. lt I 
cou ld sa\'e the L-nion without freciua a11y ~ l11Ye.'I would 
do it, ancl if 1 could do it by freeing- all the ~hl\·es ~ . I 
would clo it. and if I could do· it b,· fi·ceing ~ome nnd 
leiwing other::< alone I would al ·o do that. " ' hat I do 
about • ' Ja,·ct·r and the colored race. I d o bccnu e I 
b elie,·c it h cl1) to ~a\'e the nion. nnd whnt I forbear, 
I forbrar bceau:-:c l clo not bclic,·c it wou ld ~arc the 

n1 on. l ~hall do less whl'ncvel' I ~hall belicre what I 
am doing hurt th e ca u ·e, nud I .. ha ll do mo1·ewhenever 
1 ·hnll belie,·c d oi ng more wil l help the cnusc. I hall 
t l'y to conect en o1" \\'hen shown to be e1To1 , nnd I 
shall ndopt. new Yie\\' · ·o fa t as ther shnll appear to be 
true Yiews. I ha\'e here tuted m)· pu rp o .. c according 
to my riew of' oj}icial d uty,' and I intend no mod ilicn­
tion· of my oft-expressed personal wish that nll men, 
everywhere, cou lrl be free. 

"You1·s, A . Lt.:\C'OL~." 
'\Vhen Horace Greeley publi bed his letter he was 

ig norant of the fact that Lincoln had already matured a 
definite policy of emnncipntion, re.'ldy to be nnnounced nt 
a suitable moment. 

R* 
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H e wns waited upon ,.:ome tinH· afi.c r that hy a church 
delegation from 'hicngo, to urge upon hi111 the nccc.:::;ity, 
and to impre:-:> upon him that it wa:- hi,.: duty to i:-:~uc n 
proclamation of enurnc:ip:ltion. 1 t wa,.: L i11<·oln',.: policy 
in all c::t."C:" before taking an important and :ul\'!tllc·ecl 
i'tep, to wc.· igh the arg ument,.: 011 hllt h ,.:idc::, 1111.d the 
chance:,; of failure or s ucc:c;:,;, :rnd to :1t'l :1c·<·o rd1ng ly . 
H e therefore presented the a <.k e r:-e :1rgu111enl,; 1111<1 facts 
which hnd :ill along confronted hi111, c,.;pcci:tlly in the 

army, and in t he bord er State,;, and a :-<kcd tlwm lo con­
fute tho:::e argument,.:, and to :-<how lo him that 11.'c 
way was clear, that the oh:;taclc." he· hud .:-<lww n lo he Ill 

the way would no longer he :t harrie r, huL tha~ the mn~ 
of the peo ple would s upport thl' pro<' l:tn1at io11. ll1s 
object w:i,.: to draw front them any new thoug h~, or a ny 
fac·t he had n11l hi 111,.:clf' c:0n,.; id c rccl. But. he d1sc0Ycred 
they had 1111thi11~ 11cw lo g ive h in1, that they . d id not 
know all t II!' nppo:-ition he: li:id to c·onlcml \ \'If h, t hat 
their chief line of' argunwnt wns t he of't- rc itcl':ltccl d ecla­

ration that i1 \l:t,.. clearly his cluty lo a ho lis l1 , by p rocht­
mation, the i n._t it 11 I ion of s lnxcry . Cle I isLcucd to t hei l' 
a<l v ice, bu t g:t\'(• thcrn no l":tt isfi1cLio n as to whnL l.1e 
wo11 lcl d o, awl th ey lc f'L him , say ing I he l'c w:is no use JU 

p lead ing fort IH·r wit h hi 111. O ne of t.lie rn , howeve r, 
r eLurncd irn111 c•cli:1te ly nnd :micl : "J\ [ r . Li nco ln , I c1111 oot 
'l eave you vc·t; r h:~ ve a m &isage direct from God to 
you, and lh~tl i,q that yoit set his p eo}Jle f ree.' '. 

" \V ell, 11ow," said Lincol n , " if G od m tend ed t ha t 
message to come ' direc t to me,' wh y d id n 'L he send it to 
me d irect ly, instead of send ing i t away a round by th at 
t erribly wick ed city of Cbiea go? " T he m inis ter t urned 

and l eft, and thus coded th e v is it. 
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Little did they know that in his coat-pocket w:LS then 
folded that imponunt d ocument which in n short t ime 

Wll!> to ~o ouL upon the wing:; of the ~\.mcricnn pr ~, 

proclaiming freedom to four millions of ::l:wcs whose 
swcnt had bedewed Amcricnu soil. 

On the t.wcnty-~ccond day of September, 1 62, he 
i ·~ued that memo rable Pnoc.· 1~.nunos . thaL "on the 
firs t tl:iy of January, in the year of our L ord one thou­

sand eig-ht hu ndred nncl · ixty-three, nll persons held n 
slaYc..~ within nny . ' tntc, or any d~iguatecl pnrt of :\ 

tntc, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion 
again:-<!. the Uuitcd ~tatcs, STL\LL BE THEX, TUEXCE­

l''ORW.\ HU, .\XI) FOHE\" ER FREE. ' 

On the fit":St of,fanuary. 1 '6:3, he i:'-uecl the followi ng 
Prnclamatiou , which w:r to - upplerucnt that of , eptcm­
b er, 1. (il. and wh ich c rowned the T emple of -1.111ericnn 
Li bcrl y with the complctenc..;;:,s of i t ~ architectuml de:> igu: 

. '\V1rn1mA~, .On the twenty- ccond cln~· of 'eptem ber , 
111 the ycnr of 0111· Lord, one thou_nnd e i[.!ht h und red 
irnd ixty-two, n proclamation 'rn iS5ned by the P rcsi-
de11t of the nited tates coutn in incr m11onrr other 
I . I :1' 11 . · :::.• 0 

t 1111l}', L 1e 0 OW ID O', to Wi t : 

'l'h:i L on t he fi r ::it ~la: of J :muar y, in t he renr of our 
L ord, one t hou_a nd eig h t hundred nnd sixtr-th ree, nll 
p erson hclcl ns sla ve· wit h in an y tntc or' any de irr­
nntc.d p nr t of a ta te, th e people whc;.eof hn ll th : n 
b e m r ebell ion aga inst the ni ted tntcs ~ Jrnll be 
thcnccfonrnr d nod fo rever free, and t he Exec~1 tive G ov-
e rnmen t of the ni ted , ta.tes includi11rr the mili tnr)r 

d l , I '+ b 

an. mwn; a ut hon ty t her eof, will recogn ize und main-
ta1.n t he freed om of such p ersons, or any of t hem, in auy 
eftor ts th ey may m nke for their a ctunl freed om. 

T ha t. th e Exccu t h·c will on the first day of J nnuary 
afor esn1d, b y p r oelnmation d esiO'oate the tates and 

t f . ' 0 
par s o tntes, 1f any, in whi ch the people t hereof re-
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specti ,·cly sha ll l hen be in re bell ion ngnin,,t the 
United ". tntcs,. nil(! the fact that :rny . ~tntc, or the 
people thereof, sh a ll 0 11 that cl:'ty he i11 good fa ith repre­
sented in the 'ong rc:::s of t he "nitccl. 'lntcs by members, 
chosen thercfhr at elec: tioo:-, wh erein a major ity of the 
qunl i fi ecl rntcr.:' of . u~h • 'tntc ~hall Im~·? pa rt i ~ i pated 
shull, in the ab...:en c:c of strong co1111tc n ·:ulmg tc."'lllllOll)", 
be clcemcd conclu!"i ,.e c,· iclcnc:c thnt :;ud1 ~t a te and the 
p eople thereof arc not then in rebellion :lgnin:t the 
Unitccl , "tatc .... 

" -ow, therefore, T Abraham I,inc·oln, P re,: iuent of t he 
United , 'talc.-, by YirLuc of the powr r i11 me ye,.;trd :l ' 

'o nun::uHlcr-in- 'hief of the Army nncl KnYy' of the 
(Tni tccl . :tale_.,, in time of nclua l urmcd rebelli on ng-a in~l 
the authority nnd :o,·crnmcnt of t he "nitcd . "tatc , 
and :1s a fit and nccc,:,:ary war mcm;urc for rr prc,:· inrr 
~aid rchcllion, do, on this Jt'ir:;t clay of .J:11111:1ry, iu the yea~ 
of our J,ord one• lhou,-ancl eig ht huncln'd and !"ixty­
thrcc, nncl in :t<'c·onl:111c:c with my 1rnrpo,.;c :;o to do, 
publicly pr<wlai 11)(·d l(_H· thc_full per iod of' o_nc hund red 
d :ty:> from tlH· da_,. ol t he fi r:;t ah0Yc-111c11 t1c111 cd order, 
dr~ i/,!n:ttc :1:- t IH· ~t al l·:-. and part;; of' S tate,:, wherein the 
peo ple tlH·n·;.f: n'"l'.l'c:l i,·c ly :11:c thi~ dn _r i1~ rebr llion 
:1~a111 1-t thl' I 111t<·d ~late.,, the fo llow 111g, to wit : Arka n­
:;a,:, T cx:i,.:. I .1111i,iana, <'xc·cpl the p:u·i,.:h c~ of. L. B ernard , 
Plaqucm im·,.., .Jl"f!(·r,:011 , ~t. J ohn. St. Charles,, 't. .J nn1c. , 
J\,.:<·e11;.; io11, .\:-.. ur 11pt io11 , Ter re Bon ne, L ufoun.:hc, • "t. 
,\fary, . "t. ;\Jan in, ancl Orleans, i11 clucli 11g the ciLy of 

·cw Orlc:rn.--, .\I i.,:-: i ~;.; ippi, A la ba m:1 , Flo~ · i cI :1 , . :co rg in , 
f-:outh C'arnlina, .:\ orth 'nrolina, :incl V 1rg m1:t except 
the forty-c ii.dr t <·ou 11 t ic.:_., d esig na ted as \\' c::t \ i rg i ni n, 
and abo the <·oun t ics o f" B er k.cl y, A ccomac, Northa m p­
ton, Elizabet h City, York, Prince:;:;, A nn nnd Norfo lk, 
includi ng the cilic:; of Korfol k nncl P ort mouth,. a nd 
wh ich cxccp tecl parts arc, fo r t he_ present, left p rec1 ely 
as if th is proclamation were noL i..:sucd . . 

"And by v irtue of the power a nd for the p urf)OSe 
aforesa id, I do order a nd decla re, that all per:>ous 1cld 
as sln.ves " ·it hin sa id desig nated States and parts of 

l 
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'tntcs, arc and henccforwnrd hnll be free; nnd that 
the Executive Gon!rnmen t of the United tntes, in­
including tho milit a ry nnd nnYnl authorities thereof 
will r ecognize 11cnd mnintnin the freedom of ~nid persons~ 

" And l hercb~· enjoin u pon the people so declnred to 
be ~·rec! to nb tain from all Yiolence, uule.s~ in necessary 
sclf-dcfcn~c, nncl I recommend to them, thnt in all 
cnses, when allowed, they lnbor foithfulh· fo r renson· 
n.blc wages. · 

"Ancl l further d cclnrc and mnkc known that uch 
persons of suitnblc condition will be recei, ed into 
armed scn· ice of the Uuitcd tntes. to rrn rri'On fo rts . . . ' 
po 1t1on!', stnt 1on~, nncl other places, nnd to man vessels 
of nil. orts in ~nid ~cn· iec. 

"And upon this, s incereh - believed to be nn net of 
justice_, wa~Tantcd by the ·constitution upon military 
n ece5:S1ty I m voke t he co11-iderntc judrrmen t of runnkind 
nnd the g rncio11 f.·w or of .Alruighty dod." 

At the close of the an nual m essnrre to ongress, 
D ccen1her, 1 64, Lin coln ~n id: 

0 

" I ropc1tt the d ccbmtion mndc n year ngo, th at while 
I remain in my prc~cnt position. I hnll not attempt to 
r et ract or modify the Emancipation Proclnmntion, nor 
hall 1 i:cturn to lnYcry any person who j ~ free by the 

ter ms of that Proclnmntion or by nm· of the Acts of 
'ongrc;;s. · · 
" lf _thc people sh ould, by wbntcYer mode, or means, 

m ak e i t no E xecut ive d uty to re-en Jaye uch persons, 
another , and not I , must be tbe invtrumcnt to perform it ." 

J n hi second Innugurnl Addrcs ·, spcnking of the 
North nnd the outh , an<l the continuance of the war ,. 
h e said: 

"Both read the same B ible, an d prny to the same 
God, nn cl each invokes H is aid aCTait1 t the other. I t 
~n.y seem strange that nny m nn sl1ould dare to nsk a 
JUSt God's ussistance in wringing h is bread from the 
swea t of other men's faces. B ut let us judge not that 
we be not judO"ed." 

:;: :~ ... ... ..,. .,. * * 
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" F ondly do we hope, fon·entl.r. do we pray thnt~ th~ 

mighty scourge.of wa r. may pe~cl il y pns.'3 awny .. 1 ct 1f 
God wiJls that 1t conLrnuc until nil t he weal th piled by 
the b ondsman 's two hu ndred nnd filly yea r~ of unre­
quited toil sha ll be sunk, and unti l e,·ery drop of blood 
drawn by the las h shall be paid by anothC' r drnwu by 
the sword as was said th ree thou: nnd years ngo, o t ill 
it must be sa id that the judg mentR of t he L ord a rc t rue 
and r igh teous a ltogether. 

Wi t h malice towards none with chnrity fo r nil , with 
fi rmness in the right as God 

1

g i,·c11 us lo . sec the. right, 
let us str ive oo Lo fi nioh t he work we a re 111 , to b111d up 
t he nation's wounrls to care fo r him who shnl l h:wc 
borne the battle and for hi widow and his orphans, to 
do a ll which ma~· achic,·c and ·hcr i~h :~ju t

11
a od lrun iug 

p eace among ourseh ·es and wi th nil nnllons. 

A)f E:\D:l!J::XT,; TO T H E COXST rTt .. r ro x , A DO L L'SH I :\O .uro 

PROHI D C'J'CX G ,' i,AYERY. 

XIffTn A :1rn::-; D J\l K:\'I', PM" ED 1 65. 
• ' r::cTIO:-< 1.- Xeithcr slavery nor i1~ vo lun tnry ~rvi­

t udc, except as a punishment fo r cri me, wh.ereot. t~e 
par ty shall have been du ly convicted. ·hnll cx1 ~ w.1t h.tn 
t he U ni ted Sta.le.", or any pince ubJCCt to t heir JUl'IS­
diction. 

X IVTH AM E).'D:ll EN T. 

, ' E CTIO::-< 1.- A ll pe rsons born or. m.t tu.rn ~ize<l in the 
United , 'tutes, and subj ect to t he JUr1sd1et10n thore~f, 
tire cit izens of t ho U nited , ta tcs, and of the • Late wherem 
t hey reside. 'Xo. ta te shall make or en~orce a.11Y law 
which shall ab ridge the priYilegos or 1mmun1t1es of 
cit izens of t he U nited ' tates. Nor shnll nny • tnte de­
prive any person of life, li ber ty or p roper.ty ~v it~ 1 ou.t d~e 
p rocess of law, nor deny to any por!jon wi thin its JUr1s­
<liction the equal pr otect ion of tho laws. 

XVTH AMENDJ\rENT. 

S1~CTION 1. The right of cit izens of the Uniten St!ltes 
t o vote shall not be denied or abridged by the U mted 
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' tnrco: or by auy d ate, ou account of race color, or 
prc,·ious condition of sen-itude. - ' 

Th~e Amendment were rati fied by tho requisite 
nu mber of dates according to the requirements of the 
'on l itutiou and cert ified to a follow::; : 

ccretnry ._eward cer tified to the rntificntion of tJ1e 
13th Amendment on December 1 th, 1 65 · nnd to that 
of the 14th Amendment, J uly 20th. 1 6 . 

ecrctnry F ish cert ified to. the rntifi cntiou of the 15th 
A mendment March 30th, 1 70. On the nme day Gen. 
Grant Ecn t a me~c::age lo ongress, in which he aid, 
" I consider the adoption of the 15th Amendment to 
the Con ti tu ton completes the <Treatest ci\·il chnnire and 

, 0 0 I 

constitutes the mo t impor t:mt e,·cnt thnt has occurred 
since the nation came into life." 

T he adoption of :m Am endment date_ from t he certi­
fication of the ecretn ry of tatc . 

"It is the Lord's do lni:,"S nnd msn ·clous in our eyes ." 

'l'llE E~D. 
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