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DEATH OF HON. JOHN H. HOFFECKER. 

PROCEEDINGS IN THE HOUSE. , 

DECEMBER 3, 1900. 

Mr. BING HAM. Mr. Speaker, I submit the following reso

lution. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Resolved, That the House has heard with profound sorrow of the death 
of Hon. JOHN H. HOFFECKER, a member of th is House from t he State of 
Delaware . 

The resolution was unanimously agreed to. 

JA:t-."UARY IO, rgor. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I move that February the 16th, 

at 4 o'clock p. m., be set aside for eulogies and tributes of 

respect to the la te JOHN H . HOFFECKER, a member of this 

H ouse from the State of Delaware. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsyh-ania mo,·es 

that February 16, at 4 o'clock p . m. , he set apart for eulogies 

on the late JOHN H. HOFFECKER, from the State of Dela"·are. 

Is there objection? [After a pause.] The Chair hears none, 

and it is so ordered. 
5 



MEMORIAL ADDRESSES. 

FEBR UARY 16, r 901. 

T he SPE AKE R . The Chair lays before the H ouse the spe

cial order for t his afternoon a t 4 o'clock , which the Clerk \Yi ll 

report : 
T he Clerk read as follows: 

On motion of :'.\Ir. Bingham, by unanimous consent, it was o rdered 

that Saturday, Februa ry 16, at -I o'clock p. 111., be set aside fo r eulogies 

and tr ibutes of respect to the late ]OHX H . H OFFJ::CKER, a member of 

the H ouse of Representath·es from the State of Delaware. 

Mr. LACE V. I offer the resolut ions which I send to the 

Clerk's desk . 
T he resolutions were read, as follows : 

Rcsofrcd, T ha t the business of Lhe H ouse be now suspended that 

opportun ity may be g h·en for tribute lo the memory of Hon. ]OH X H . 

H OFFECKC:R, late a member of the House of Representatives from the 

State of Delaware. 
Resolved, That as a particular mark of respect to Lhe memory of the 

deceased, and in recognition of h is eminent abilities as a distinguished 

publ ic sen ·ant, the H ouse, at the conclusion of these exercises, shall 

s ta nd adjourned. 
Resolved, That the Clerk commnnicate th ese resolutions to the 

S enate. 
Resolved, That the Clerk be instructed to send a copy of these reso

lu t ions to th e fam ily of th e deceased. 

T he resolutions were agreed to. 
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8 Life aud Character ef john H. Ho(fecl<er. 

ADDRESS OF MR. LACEY, OF IOWA. 

Mr. SPEAKER: From sturdy German ancestry JOHN H ENRY 

H OFFECKER traced his descent, and his family resided in Kent 

County, Del., from a period antedating the war of the American 

Revolution. He was the oldest son of Joseph and R achel Van 

Gassen Hoffecker. H e was born September 12, 1827, 011 his 

father's farm , near Smyrna, and was educated in the schools of 

that town. A devoted Christian, he was attached to the Me th

odist Episcopal Church from his boyhood. His was a busy and 

useful life. For years he was a member of the Smyrna school 

board, and for a large part of the time its president. H e \\·as 

often commissioner, and for years was president of the board. 

From the organization of the F ruit-qrowers' National Bank, in 

1876, h e was one of the directors, and for the past eight years 

its president. H e was president of the Philadelphia and Smyrna 

T ransportation Company. He was elected a member of the 

Delaware house of representatives in 1888, and at its session he 

was elected as speaker of the house. 
H e was a director of the Delaware Railroad Company, of t he 

Kent County Mutual Fire Insurance Company. and Smyrna 

Building and L oan Association. Two years ago he was elected 

to represent Delaware in Congress, defeating the H on. L. fry ing 

Handy. At the adjournment of the first session of the F ifty

sixth Congress he returned to Smyrna t o resume h is active 

life, but on the morning of the 16th of June, 1900, h e was 

stricken with apoplexy and passed to his final reward. He 

joined Asbury Church in 1845, and has been, during the years 

of his life, superintendent of the Sunday school , trustee, 
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s teward, class leader , district steward, and for the past ten 

years t reasurer of the board of ste'\\·ards of the \Vilmington 

conference. 

l\Iay 19, r853, he was married to Annie E., daughter of the 

late J ohn Appleton, of Odessa, Del., and of this marriage there 

were born four children, who survi\·e him- \iValter 0., John A. , 

J. Edwin, and Mrs. H.P. H all. His wife died J uue 20, r88r, 

and on March 2r , 1883, he was married to :tvirs. Charlotte J .. 

widow of Joseph H. Hoffecker. 

F rom 1875 to 1878 1\frs. H offecker '\\·as a teacher in the 

mission school at Fuchau, China, where she \\·as a member 

of the family of her sister, \Yho is the \Yife of the ReY. S. L. 

Baldwin. The funeral sen-ices were held in Asbury Church, 

and during the ser\"ice the business of the to'\\·n was sus· 

pended. The business places and factories were closed. 

Such is a brief outline of the history of the man \Yhom we 

honor to-day. 
Dr. J ohnson says that we should, as we gro\\" older, keep 

our friendships in repair by forming new ones to take the 

place of those seyered by distance or by death. 

As we grow older this becomes more and more difficult, and 

especially with men engaged in an actiYe business life, the 

hur ry ~nd pressure constantly distracting them from social 

comforts. 
Iu a sea voyage, embarkation in the same Yessel, for a time 

with a ll communication with the outside world cut off, turns 

the ' at tention of the passengers to each other and a speedy 

acqua intance ensues. But in the activity of Congressional life 

the associations of members a re not intimate, unless they are 

t hrown into the intimacy of committee work, where they obtain 

a closer view of those i11en with whom official duties have for 

a time brought t hem in contact. 
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Length of service in this body brings with it a kindlier feel

ing toward political adversaries. Those who have sen-eel sey

eral terms in this House all bear witness that with each 

recurring session party animosity becomes mollified and a 

friendlier feeling arises between political opponents. 
In public life we constantly witness the rapid disappearance 

of the old and the conquering approach of the new. The 

waves of human life are ever beating ou the shores of the 

eternal. As the day draws near its close the shadow grows 

longer , but its disappearance is only the more certain. 

'When I first v isited Westminster Abbey t he tombstones in 

the green churchyard were mossy and s ta ined with age ; but in 

a returning visi t , a few years later, I found that the s tones had 

been laid low, the rounded hillocks leveled, and the tide of 

living humanity in the busy city swept over the bones of the 

dead. 
As one by one our colleagues fall by the way we turn aside 

to do them honor. I ha,·e ties that connect me with the State of 

Delaware; for, more than two hundred years ago, my ancestors 

li,·ecl within its borders . Near Georgetown, on the old farm , 

under a g iant grapevine in the old burying ground, lie the 

remains of my great-g randfather, and of his father a lso, both 

soldiers in the war of t he A merican R evolution. I ha,·e there

fore watched t he material and political progress of that little 

State with g reat persona l interest , and when JoIIN H. H oF

FECKER came to the national capital as a Representati,·e of 

Delaware I at once formed an acquaintance with him , which 

soon ripened into friendship, but which was too soon termina ted 

by his sudden death. 

He died full of years and honored by his fellow-men, and 

his people showed their love for his {nemory by selecting bis 

son to succeed him. He was one of those plain, practical men 
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of that moral and mental fiber that has done so much for the 

upbttilding of our nation , morally as well as materially. iVIen 

like him, who do their simple duty, never seeking notoriety by 

unusual or s tartling methods, content to perform without dis

play the work they have to do, are the best and safest public 

sen·ants. 
In politics he was an old-line \ Vhig, and then a Republican. 

In relig ion he was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. H e was always active in business, religious, and po

litical life. \Vhether as a farmer, manager of a transportation 

company, president of a bank, rail\Yay director, Sunday-school 

superintendent, speaker of the Dela\\"are house of representa

tives, or as a member of Cong ress, he \Yas a l\Yays at his post 

doina his best for bis fellow-men . 
"' Death found him full of vigor, engaged in a ll the acth·e 

duties of his busy life, and garnered him as a ripened sheaf for 

the eternal harvest. The world is better for his life. 

\Vhen the soul leayes the confines of this l ife and approaches 

the borders of eternity, we watch the lips of the dying for the 

last token of love, and with hopes of some g limpse of the great 

mystery tha t lies beyond. \Ve treasure these words for our 

future comfort and instruction. 

Grant 's dying words were long drawn out. H e fin ished his 

Memoirs on bis deathbed, and left them for a support to his 

widmY and as a message to his country men. "r\. dying man 

can do nothing easy," said the philosoph ic Franklin. On July 

4, 1s2 6, John Adams, a t Quincy, said, as he breathed his last, 

"Thomas Jefferson still survives;" but Jefferson had just be

fore solved the last problem as he said, " I resign my spirit to 

God and my daughter to my country. " They were not his 

dying \\"ords, but the last words of F orrest, the actor, on the 

stage, were from '' Richelieu : ' ' 
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There is One above 
Sways th e h armonious mystery of the world 
Even better tha n prime ministers. Alas! 
Our glories float between th e earth and hea\·en 
Like clouds that seem pavilions of the sun, 
And are the playthings of the casual wind. 
Still, l ike the cloud that drops on unseen crags 
The dews the wi ld flowers feed on, our ambition 
May from its a iry he ights drop gladness down 
On u nsuspected virtue, and the flower 
May bless th e cloud when it hath passed away. 

T hen , looking at his audience, he said, "And so it ends ! " 

Palmer was p laying '' The Stranger.'' ''There is another 

and a better world,'' he said, and dropped lifeless. 

Peterson, as he was playing "Measure for Measure," said : 

Reason th us with life; 
If I do lose thee, I do lose a thing 
That none but fools would k eep ; a breath th ou arl-

And fell dead. 

Cummings was tak ing h is part m " Jane Shore" and died 

as he recited the words-

Be witness for me, ye celestial hosts; 
Show mercy and such pardon as my soul 
Accorded to thee, and begs of heaYen to show t hee. 
May such befall me at my latest hour. 

\Vben John Murray Foster had become so weak that he 

could not speak he beat time with his hand when he heard 

t he strains of the Battle Hymn of the Republic. 

Said Admiral Foote: " V.le must ha,·e charity, chari ty , 

charity." 

''Excuse me, Doctor, for a few minutes,'' said Patrick 
H enry. 

'' I know t ha t m R d l" th " "d Y e eemer n·e , sa1 Horace Greeley . 

"That is better, thank you," were the last words of 

Oliver Wendell H olmes. 
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''When will th is end? '' said \Vashington Irving. 

'' Let us cross oyer the riYer and rest under the shadow of 

the trees," said Stonewall J ackson. 

" vVe will meet in heayen," said Andrew Jackson. 

Lincoln's last remembered words were as he \Yas going to the 

theater and said to Schuyler Colfax, "Good-bye. " 

Gen. Samuel H ouston last coupled the name of his State with 

that of his wife: ''Texas-Texas-Margaret.'' 
" I am at enmity \Yith no man," said Gen . John A . Dix . 

"It is the last of earth; I am content," were the famous 

words of John Quincy Adams. 
"Au emperor should die standing," said Vespasian. 

" H o\Y grand is the sunlight ," said Humboldt. 

Said Keats: '' I feel the fl.O\Yers growing o\·er me.'' 

Senator Isham J . Harris and Lord Macaulay both said, " I 

am tired.'' 
''God bless you, my dear,'' said Samuel Johnson. 
"It is nothing," said King Humbert as the assassin 's knife 

pierced his heart. Henry the Fourth said the same as he felt 

the blade of Ravaillac. 
" H ead of the a rmy," murmured Napoleon. 

As \Vasbington died he said, "It is well." 
It was indeed well with him, the most honored man that has 

ever lived and died. Death has an appointment for each of us 

that we are bound to keep. \Vithout knowing the time or 

p lace, we hurry on. 
.JOHN H . HoFFECKER left us no parting words. In solitude 

the last summons came , and he slept in silence. His parting 

message was undelivered. 
But bis life speaks to surviving friends, and all will remem

ber him as he Jived rath~r than as he died, for he so lived that 

death could not find him unprepared. 
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ADDRESS OF MR. BROSIUS, OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When Tell's arrow pierced the breast of the 

tyrant Gessler, and he lay bleeding and dying in the moun

tain pass, he was surrounded by a company of Friars of :Mercy 

who happened to be passing, who sang these lines: 

' Vith noiseless tread death comes on man; 
No plea, no prayer deJi,·ers him; 

From midst of busy li fe's unfinished plan , 
'Vith sudden h and it severs h im. 

And ready or uot ready, no delay, 
Forth to his Judge's bar he must away. 

The literature of every race contains reminders of this most 

profoundly impressive of all the facts of nature, which the 

Arabs expressed in their well-known proverb: ''Death is a 

camel that kneels at every man's door. " 

I craye a brief indulgence on this occasion to ming le my 

voice with the swelling anthem of affectionate eulogy because 

I respected and honored our departed friend while li,·ing, a nd 

I feel a s incere and re,·erential regard for his memory. The 

duration of his life, the usefulness of his labors, the benevo

lence of his feelings, the elevation of his sentimen ts, and the 

nobility of his character united to form an attracti,·e and 

interesting personality and a career instructive and admirable 
in a hig h degree. 

His brief service 111 this House afforded no opportuni ty for 

the exhibition of any marked aptitude for the hig her ranges 

of statesmanship, but h is attention to the wants of his con

stituents and his tireless devotion to duty accentuated that 

fidelity which marks the successful Representative on this 

floor and furnished an ex ample quite worthy of imitation. 
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His k indly and sympathetic nature, his graces of mind and 
heart, amiability of character , S\\·eetness of disposition, gentle-

ness of manner , and fine courtesy made conquest of uni\·ersa l 

esteem and placed him h ig h in the hearts of those who had 

the <YOOd fortune to k nO\\' him. His consti t uents appreciated <:> 

and loved him. They knew bis diligence in their service; 

they knew that the command of duty was to h im a '' thus 

saith the Lord;" that no dra ft made upon him in any matter 

\Yhose claim he recognized \Yould eYer go to protest. So 

they trusted him and were ne,·er betrayed; confided in h im 

and fouud h im worthy. 

T he lesson such a career, brief as it was. teaches appeals to 

all of us, tha t the only \my for a Represeutati,·e to securely 

hold the confidence and affection of his constituents is in the 

demonstration of his worthiness by integrity, fidelity, industry, 

and efficiency in their serdce. 

Mr. HOFFECKER was a man of light and leading in his com

munity. He was a gentleman of the old school, courtly and 

polished in manners, with an attractiYe personali ty that com

manded universal respect. The yariety and prominence of the 

positions he held of a business, social, and ecclesiastical charac

acter denoted the commanding influence he exerted in his com

munity. \Vhen be \Yas la id to rest, the chief mourner was the 

town in which he had dwelt. I u recognition of his pri,·ate 

,rnrt h and public sen-ices a ll places of business were closed. 

"Grand, good Christian gentleman! No unkind \Vord \\·as 

ever spoken of him," said one who had known him for 1uany 

years. "A uoble , Christian man, a counselor always safe, an 
' honored and trusted citizen, " said anoth er. " One of God 's 

noblemen , always engaged in 10\·e and good works," said 

another old acquaintance. His sterling manhood, exa lted 

character , and broad Christian spir it ga\'e him the desen-ed 
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preeminence he enjoyed in the State he so faithfully repre

sented for a brief period on this floor. 

Our departed friend reached and passed the bounds of man 's 

appointed years. The mysterious clock which the angel of life 

wound up to run three score years and ten and gave the key to 

the angel of the resurrection , as beautifully suggested by Dr. 

H olmes, ran a little beyond the appointed time. 
Death came unheralded. \ Ve heard the rustle and saw the 

shadow of his wings, and it was over. "As the shadows steal 

at evening over the earth , softly closing the flowers and touch

ing them to sleep, silently and lovingly in the promise of a 

bright waking," so he fell asleep. Natu re, with a little rude

ness in her touch, perhaps, disengaged the vital chord, and he 

" passed serenely into rest on the other shore of ~hat mysteri

ous sea that never yet has borne on any wave the image of a 

homeward sail. '' 
The suddenness of his taking off is a circmnstance not wholly 

without comfort. T o one w ho is ready I can not but feel wi:h 

Ruskin that death is the comforter and friend bringing in his 

right hand rest , and in his left hope. It is not u ncommon in 

our day to hear the desire expressed for a sudden death. Dr. 

Holmes once said , when h e read of some one being taken off 

. quickly, it made his mouth water. I am sure our departed 

friend in every way answered the description contained in th e 

poet's lines, w hich voice my own feelings : 

·when faith and patience, hope and love, 
H ave made us meet for h eaven above, 
How blest th e privilege to rise, 
Snatched in a moment to the skies; 
U nconscious to resign our breath 
Nor taste the bitterness of 'death . 

H e is gone; but he left behind him for our instruction 

the lesson of a beautiful life of sympathy and service. To 

rlddress of .1/r. Brosius, of Pcnns)'h:ania. 

contempla te and emulate it is t he on ly way to make it profit

able to us. Death comes like a faithful schoolmaster, with 

the open book of a closed life , and assigns the lesson \Yhich \Ye 

must stu~ly or lose its teaching. T here is a "golden text" in 

t he lesson of this dnti fttl and beau tiful life which we may all 

s tudy with profit. 

.And now, as we leave the contemplation of our departed 

friend , those who loved him best can carry with them the con

sola tory reflection ''tha t while green grass will cover h is grave, 

blue skies bend over it, sweet birds sing near it, and the place 

will be hallowed g round, yet greener than the grass, fairer than 

the skies, sweeter t han the birds, more hallowed t han the gra,·e 

itself will be h is fragrant memory, enshrined with supreme 

sacredness in their heart of hearts.· ' 

H. Doc. 520--2 
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ADDRESS OF MR. BUTLER, OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

MR. SPEAKER : 1\Iy acquaintanceship with Mr. H oFFECKl::R 

was short, but sufficiently long to enable me to speak of him , 

and sufficiently dose to induce me. H\s Congressional d is
trict bordered on mine, and I was officially his nearest neig h

bor , a lthoug h I did not know him but by repute until he 

became a member of this House and took his seat beside me . 

I then found wha t his neig hbors and friends had said of him to 

be true, because he was sincere. I discovered that the reputa

tion \\'hich they had caused to 'precede him he had \\'ell earned 
' because h e \\·as always faithfu l. 

I soon learned that Mr. H OFI'ECKER was a man of hig h 

character, without affectation , in love with his own people , 

abou t \\·hom he constantly thought, and I saw in him the 

qua li fications which had enabled him to change the political 

complexion of a S tate and secure a majority in his fa,·or. 

H e was firm at all times, but possessed a desire to acquire 

such knowledge as would the better prepare him for the 
duties of a R epresentati,·e. 

H e made friends quickly and readily, because natu re had 

brought him social qualities una ttended by selfish ambitions . 

His honesty made him unsuspicious, and his frankness of 

spirit invited to his side a ll men of similar character. 

I haye heard it said that the g reat confidence which the 

people of Delaware had in Mr. HOFFECKER was not gained 

alone by a long acquaintanceship \\'ith him , but by the 

na tural integrity which \\·as his characteristic property, and 

wh ich immediately impressed e\·eryone who chanced to meet 
h im. 
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The people of his native State had often honored him \\·ith 
public place, and his business associates were always ready to 

besto\\· their confidences upon him. 

H e Jh·ed for three-quarters of a century in the immediate 

vicinity of the place where he \Yas born, and the testimony 

of a ll the people around and about united in t he expression 

that he had always lived a '' perfect man. ·· 

H e had been a kind friend to all his neig h bors, gentle and 

patient to those in dis tress, and helpful to those who had not 

been at all times fortunate. H e \ms strong in senses and body, 

and his hand ~ms ahYays stretched to those who deserYed its 

support. 

His s teadiness of habit, together with his constant fairness, 

made him a natural leader of his own people. His quickuess 

of observation and his determination to be in the right, com

mended him to the contesting and confl icting factions and ele

men ts which surrounded him. His party, rent asunder by bit

ter conflict, turned to him in despair, and he responded. His 

modesty made him hesitate iu the assumption of duties untried 

by him. 

H e broug ht with him to Congress the affection for h is State 

\\·hicll had absorbed him while he bad liYed therein. H e 

brought with him the simple habits of life which had marked 

bim when be was known as a p la in country gentleman. H e 

broug ht with him the same ideas of industry a nd sobriety which 

had distinguished him at home. H e brought with him the 

same strong com mon sense, the same politeness of manner, and 

the same confiding gentility that had protracted the esteem of 

his neighbors, kinsmen, associa tes, and friends, a ttested by their 

allegiance a ll throug h his busy life . 

'While 'Mr. HOFFECKER was an aggressi\·e partisan. he did 

not a rray himself against men, but agaiust measures, and only 
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against those measures which re flection co11Yi11cecl him were 

not for his country 's good. 

\ Vithout parade or demonstration , he was moved in a ll hi s 

public conduct by patriotic devotion , and had so well disci

plined himself tha t subm ission to the will of the majority was 

always accepted by him \Yithout manifestations of a11noya11ce 

or displeasure . 

His great respect for the opinions of sensible men impressed 

me soon after I first knew him , and his tolerance o~ the weak

nesses of others added to the a ttracti veness which always su r

rounded h im. He was proud of his whole constituency, a nd 

on all occasions spoke well of each member of it. 

His ways were genia l, and the welfare of mankind seemed to 

have complete control of him in his efforts to establ ish it. H e 

made no pretense to brilliancy, and his methods were those 

employed by public men of a past generation, whose ambition 

seldom led them beyond paths where g lamour and romance aud 

selfish greed were seldom found to offer their temptations. 

It is well for society that he had liYed , because its conditions 

are always improved b y the existence of such men as he. It 

was an advantage to me to know him , e\·en for so short a 

season, as he labored here with industry a ncl success for the . 

betterment of both his Governmen t and his S tate. 
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A DDRESS OF MR. H AMILTON, OF MIC HIGAN . 

?\Ir. SPEAKER: I never a ttempt to speak on an occasion like 

this but that I am impressed \Yith t he futility and inade

q uac:y of words. 
The man who for se,·enty-three years held a place among 

men has gone, and the place that k uew him sha ll know h im 

no more foreYer. 

The ship of state ne,·er s tops a t the cry of ' ' man overboard. '' 

The business world scarcely stops to see the crel?e 011 the 

door of bereayement. In cities the hearse trots to the gra,·e

yard and the pa llbearers hurry back to their round of busi

ness till they a lso sha ll be summoned. 

I knew J OHN H. HOFFECKER as one member of Congre,.:s 

knO\\"S another . lVIe11 come to s it in Congress generally as 

political ephemera who must make way for the next man in 

the line of political succession , each man indiYidually makin g 

some slig ht impression upon the aggregate grist of laws \\"hich 

the \\"hole body grinds out. 

By th e accident of the drawing of seats or juxtaposition 011 

committees some few learn to knO\\" one another some\Yhat. 

In this \\"ay I k new and liked J OHN H. H OFFECKER. H e 

\\"as a man of kind ly personality and genial manner, and 

" manners are not id le, but the fruit of loyal nature and of 

noble minds . " H e was an honorable man, a trust\YOrthy man, 

a manly man, and that which comprehends a ll these trai ts, a 

Christian gentleman. 

H e was intimately identified with the life and development 

of his home city and his na tive State. 

His ancestors haye lived in K ent County, Del., from a time 

before the Re\'olution. 
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Somewhere in Daniel Derouda, George E liot says ' 'a .human 

life sh ould be well rooted in some spot of natin: laud where it 

may get the love of tender kinshi p for the face of earth ." 

JoH~ H . H OFFECKER'S whole li fe work was identified with 

his nat ive State. 

It is needless to fi le an im·entory of t he positions which he 

held in connection with various corporate interests a nd other

' '°ise in the building up and improvement of h is city a11d his 

State . His life was full and busy and honorable. In addition 

to his arduous and exactiug business pursuits he was a member 

of the Dela\vare general assembly and as such was elected 

speaker of the house, and finally he became a member o f 

Cong ress. 

H e has left the invaluable impress of an honorable indus

trious life upon the community in which he lived. 

And now, h aving said this, of what value is it? ~o enco

miums which we may utter here can add to the just esteem in 

which his people held him. Of wha t avail is the pageantry of 

the grave, the sermon, the eulogy, and the requiem ? 

Certainly it is nothing to him who is done with it al l. 

And yet mankind can never lay away its dead without som e 

testimonial of its grief, some lessons from the life that is gone, 

and some words of hope for the future. 

The scientific mind 0f the nineteenth century has solved 

many mysteries, but the mystery of birth and death remains as 

impenetrable as ever. It has unraveled many knots, " but not 

the Master-knot of human fate." 

T he m yste ry of the tangled web of human existence is as 

deep as ever. The curious, inexplicable, and apparently 

u nfair adjustment or fai lure of adjust ment of earthly rewards 
and punishments, t he curious logic of dishonest premises and 

prosperous conclusions, of flushed and successful aggressi, ·eness 
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111 hig h places, of modest worth without recogni tion , of one 

man's struggle with ill health and another man's waste 

of robust physical power, of visiting the sins of the fathers 

upon the children , of being pushed by the dead hands of 

hereditary evil tendencies, or being hedged about by inherited 

goocl tendencies, of misplaced wealth and undeserved poverty, 
of fine-grained, hig h-strung humanity crowded out and coarse

grained swiuishness crowding in-all these t hiugs are inex

plicable to our limited human comprehension. 
.And yet , out of it all , it is possible tha t perhaps the p lau 

may be the developing of human character. Possibly it may 

not be of lasting and sup reme importance that we get rich. 

Possibly it may turn out that a schedule of earthly posses

sions may not make much impression on eternity . Possibly_ 

officeholding and poli tical prominence may haye no inftneuce 

on fi na l results . Perhaps the ,,·hole of life may fina lly settle 
clown to the simple question of human character-the simple 

·inouiry of what you are, not what you own. 

Queen \-ictoria d ied last month and was borne with impress

ive ceremonies to her las t resting place, but in the democracy 

of the grave there a re 110 trappings of empire. A co£iu is a 

coffin, whether it be bare or lined '.Yith velvet, and if there be 

a resurrection-and this whole li fe 'rnuld be a pitiful farce if 

there be no resurrection-the lowliest pauper who breathed his 

last in the British Empire the evening the Queen died must 

stand side by side with her at the resurrection, and neither 

rags nor crown can give dis tinction nor debasement. 

T o suppose otherwise would be to suppose that the cheap 

truckling, the sycophancy , " t he proud man 's contumely," 

and all t he rest of t he incidents of our artificial human 

distinct ions, and the incidents of the im·entories of human 

possessions, would be " carried forward " beyond the gra,·e, 
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and to suppose this \You.Id be to suppose a hereafter not 
worth having . 

Judged by the character standard from a human stn 11 d

point, J OI-IN H. H OFFECKER could well bear aua lysis. 

His li fe was long and useful. His neig hbors a nd business 

acquaintances believed and trusted him. Even in the heat 

of political controversy it is said 110 man spoke ill of him. 

Such a Ii fe is an inspiration to younger men to earnest 

endeayor and a legacy of pride to posterity. 

JoH::-r H. HoFFECKER had g rown gray in service. Some 

men there are \Yho are dragged by the years, protesting, 

into old age; but his life was a steady evolution of a sturdy, 
robust, honest character. 

Time h ad laid his hand l~ghtly upon him. In heart and 

spirit he was still young, and his gray hair was but the im 

pression o f the hand of Time in g ivi ng him his benediction. 

Bacon says men fear death as children fear t o go into 

the dark. There could have been no fear of death in 

this man's soul. He was grounded in a faith tha t hails 

the hour of death as the hour of dawn. 

No higher encomium . can be uttered of any man tirnn can 

be carved upon JOHN H. HoFFECKER's tombstone and writ ten 

in his eulogy, "He was a11 honest man and true , faithful 
unto death .'' 

A ddrcss of !1/r. Caprnn, of Rhode l sla11d. 

ADDRESS OF MR. CAPRON, OF RHODE ISLAND. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The passing of a good man is of interest 

to a ll who survi\·e. A li fe \Yhich ends with au unbroken 

record of honesty , truth , honor, and patriotism , and, abO\·e 

all , a consistent Christian life, especially deserves the hour 

which is accorded here to recall the lesson such a life 

teaches. 

r\ modest , retmng, genia l man carne to represent the 

State of Delaware in the Fifty-sixth Congress. The record 

which preceded him told that the warring political factions 

m his State had united in unanimous support of l\fr. 

HOFFECKER, who accepted the nomination for Congress 

with hesita tion , preferring to continue the peaceful and 

satisfying life which was the environment and atmosphere 

of his home and the community he loved and in which 

he li,·ed. 

My life has had 110 more s ig nificant object lesson of 

the sufficient recompense of true Christian living than was 

afforded me by being permitted to attend the funeral sen-

ices of our friend. His sudden taking off without a 

moment's warning created uo concern iu any heart as to 

his readiness to enter into the immortal life. The Yisible 

and profound g rief of every man , woman , and child in the 

vi llage of Smyrna upon the morning of Mr. HOFFECKER's 

fun eral was as apparent as the sunlig ht on that beautiful 

Jnne clay . The people walked with careful tread and down

cast eyes, red \\·ith tears, and with faces overcast with 

~orrow. The stores and shops and factories were all closed, 

and a more than Sabbath-day hush preya iled as the hour 

\ 
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for the services arrived. The "·hole people-black aud 

white, high and low, rich and poor-of the comnmuity 

were seen wending their way to the church where the fina l 

obsequies were h eld. 

A good and pure life was reviewed by the pastors of the 

church \Yith which .'.\Ir. HOFFECKER had actively labored 

throughout his life. One could but realize that the tentati\·e 

results of earthly l iving had as much of earthly justification 

and satisfaction here as often comes to man . Here \\'as a life 

which, in the words of auother, had, perhaps, " notbing in it 

which the world calls great achie,·ement, but a life beuefi

cent to every other life which it touched like a summer wiud 

laden with a thousand iuvisible seeds which , falling e,·ery

wh ere, spring up into flowers and fruit. ' ' 

Most of earthly Life is transitory and ephemeral, but we are 

taugh t that there are things which continue and are perma

nent; for while " now we know in par t ," while "now we see 

as through a g lass darkly," there are thiugs which abide, "for 

now abideth faith , h ope, and charity, these three, but the 

greatest of these is char ity, " and JoHx H EXRY H oFFECKER 

was richly possessed of charity for all the world. \.Vhen this 

is said of a man, what more can be added? All else is as 

"sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal. " 

L ove is kind and suffers long, 
Lo\'e is meek a nd thinks no wrong, 
Lo,-e than death itself more strong; 

Therefore, g h·e us love. 

A ddress ef .1/r. H ill, ef Comzaticut. 

ADDRESS OF MR. HILL, OF CO NN ECTI CUT. 

).Ir. SPEAKER: ;..ry tribute to the memory of ]OHX H. 

H OFFECKER must be brief , as was my acquaintance with him. 

S o far as the details of his life were concerued, I knew 

nothing; and yet, when I read the announcement of his 

death , I felt a sense of personal loss, for even the casual 

association of hotel life had caused me to respect and honor 

hi m as a man of deep com·ictions and unswen·ing rectitude . 

He was always brig ht and ch eerful, seldom speak ing of 

himself, but ne\·er boasting, and only referring to others in 

words of commeuda tion. 
H e seemed to be a man who had achie,·ed success by his 

own efforts, and, content with life as he had shaped it for 

himself,. had fully resolved to make it brighter and happier 

still for others . 
He was a O'entleman in the true meaning of the word. 

I:> 

.'.\Iodest , unassuming, thoughtful of others' feelings, courte-

ous, and kind, he commanded , the respect a nd held the 

esteem of all who came in contact with h im. H e had the 

sense of wholesome h umor \veil developed , and enjoyed a 

hearty la ugh , but his speech \YaS everywhere and a lways clean. 

I t hink that he was a warm friend to those wh o were 

friends to him a nd tha t he had the broadest charity for 

others. 
H e chose always to ex cuse a fault rather than to cri ticise 

and be censorious. 
His words were few, his j udgment keen and quick, and hi!? 

conclusions sound. 
H is clear , hones t vision went straight through the sham a n d 
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pretense of modern life, and sought the true, the helpful. a11cl 

the good in men. 

H e acted conscientiously on every moral question. a nd by 

reason of the fullness of his own experience he conic! not 

easily be wrong on others. 

S uch men are needed in the American Congress. l\len who, 

while representing their district and State fa ithfully and well 

and guarding their every interest , will yet feel tha t they will 

sen·e both best when actiug for the highest good of our com

mon country. 

S uch a man I judged JOHN H. HoFFECKER to be; and if I 

judged him rig htly, his fam ily , his State, and the nat ion will 

deeply feel his loss. 

I have referred thus far only to the life which this man 
li,·ed in the sig ht of his fellow-men. 

There is another, which, if I mistake not , was to him en:n 

more full of joy and peace, and that was the inner life which 

he lh·ed by faith in J esus Christ. 

It was this divine life which so enriched the human a nd 

made it what it was. H e did not wear it as a garment kept 

for s tate occasions, but he lived it every day . 

Its fruits are " love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 

goodness , faith, meekness, temperance. '' 

Happy the man who can so join these two li\·es together 

tha t the memory of both will a lways be a benediction to his 
fellow-men. 

I t is a g lorious triumph of the Christian fa ith that out of a 

life of storm and struggle, of battle and of conquest , a man can 

bravely go to death with the sublime assurance of the A postle , 
saying: 

.r h ave fought a good fight, I have finished my course, l ha n ! kept the 
fa it.h. H enceforth t here is laid up fo r me a crown o f righteousness, 
winch the L ord, the righteo us judge, shall g ive me al t hat day. 
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But to me it is a sweeter thought tha t such a man as JoHN 

H . H oFFECKER, in the full maturity of all his pO\Yers, with 

eyerything to make life pleasant and desirable, with larger 

opportunity for doing good than eyer before, could calmly and 

peacefull y look into the unknown, trusting only in that 10\·e 
which O\·erleaps the bounds of time and reaches on into eter-

nity , a lo\·e which knows no encl. 
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ADDRESS OF MR. GIBSON, OF TENNESSEE. 

Mr. SPEAKER: My acquaintance with Hon. J OHN Hr,;NRY 

HoFFECKER began wit h the firs t session of the presen t Con

g ress, when he appeared here as Representa tive of the S tate of 

Delaware; but short as was that acquaintance I had good op

por tun ities to learn much of h is character and his qualities and 

h abits, both as a man and as a statesman, as we served together 

on the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and I was chairman of 
his subcommittee. 

I was at once impressed with the massive build of his bod y, 

the majest ic character of his countenance, and the ca lm d ignity 

of his deportment. H e was the only man I ever saw that 

resembled the portraits of George W ash ington , and on calling 

the attention of others to the fact , I was told that I did n o!: 

s tand alone as an observer of that resemblance. T his fact 

caused me to view him with feelings somewhat akin to rever

ence, and I can say that no word or act of his during ou r whole 

intercourse te11ded to lessen that feeling . 

On the last clay of the last session , after the H ouse h ad 

adjourned and while many of the members were J0111mg in 

national songs and farewell greetings, I was impressed by 

t he solemn couutenance of Mr. H oFFECKER, standing on 

the s tep near the Clerk's desk , gazing attentively upon the 

scene, and the t hought then· occurred to me, "\.Vhat is th a t 

noble old man thinking?" Did he think, as no dou bt 

others thought, whether he would ever see another adjourn 

ment ? \ i\Tas there any premonition of the close of h is career? 

So i t was, in a few days I read in the papers that he 

had died suddenly from a s troke of apoplexy. I was pro

foundly shocked and deeply g rieved . I felt that a good 
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man, a useful citizen. a conscientious statesman, and a 

Christ ian patriot had been lost to our couutry. 

lllr. H OFFECKER \\·as a g reat man; not great as wealth 

makes greatness, not g reat because of a lordly mansion and 

great possessions and many sen·ants and pompous displays. 

Mr. HOFFECKER \\'as a great man; not great as war 

makes a man great, \\'ith Yictories \Yon on fields of battle 

and blood, cities bu rned , and nations conquered. 

Mr. H oFFECKER \\'as a great man: not g reat as science 

makes men great by probing into the secrets of nature, read

ing the mysteries of t he past and foreseeing the \\'Onders of 

the future, and mak ing known the realms of the uuknown . 

Mr. H OFFECKER was a great mau; not great as oratory 

_makes men g reat by swaying t he mi nds of the multitude 

and winning their admiration and deYotion , and causing the 

triumpll of r ight OYer wrong. 

Mr. HOFFECKER was a great man; not g reat by reason of 

wealth or mili ta ry achieYements, or scieutific attainments or 

oratorical gifts; not g reat as men make a man , but great 

as Goel makes a man, great in the majesty of a supreme 

honesty, great in the performance of all the duties of a good 

neighbor, great in standing forward boldly in the advocacy 

of every good work, great as a promoter of practical Chris

tianity, great as t he champion of a liberal education for the 

youth of his section, great as an organizer of business ele

ments for t he common welfa~e and the general good. And, 

after all , ~hese are t he essential elements of a true greatness, 

a g reatness that blesses all and iujures none, a greatness 

that leaves a perfume of happy memories all over the land 

·where he was k nown, for 

Only the actio ns of the just 
Sme II sweet and blossom in the dust. 
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Mr. HoFFECKER was fortunate in his birth , for tunate 111 his 

life, and fortunate in his death. Born and raised on a fa rm , 

w here nearly all of our greatest and best men are born and 

raised, he was brought up in habits of industry , econom y, and 

honesty. These a re the three great equipments for the battle 

of life. They are to a young man wha t sword , helmet , and 

breastpla te were to the Roman soldier, and he who has t hem is 

sure to win, while he who has them not is sure to lose, e\·en 

though he start out in the race of life possessed of \\'ealth and 

all the learning of the schools. Mr. HoFFECKER 'S industry, 

economy, and integrity strengthened him e\·ery day all 

through h is life, and not only crowned him wit h extraordinary 

business success, but made him a sh ining example of what an y 

young man can accomplish if he persists in a course of honesty, 

industry, economy, and sobriety. 

Mr. HoFFECKER was fortunate in his life. Happy 111 his 

relations as husband, father, and neighbor, he early 111 his 

youth joined the church , and thus associated himself at the 

outset with. the best men and women of his community , and at 

t he same time conimended himself to a ll as one who loYed 

righteousness and was resolved to walk 111 its ways . He 

served his church as trustee, steward, class leader, and super

intendent of the S unday school. In business he was conserv

ative, but progressive also along safe lines. He showed a 

disposition to build up and benefit his community. H e was 

president of the Fruit Growers' National Bank, president of the 

Philadelphia and Smyrna Transportation Company, . director of 

the Delavvare Railroad Company, of the Kent County Mutual 

F ire Insurance Company, and of the Smyrna Building and Loan 

Association. Indeed, he was a part and parcel of every great 

and worthy enterprise in his community, and was regarded as an 

anchor of safety to every institution of which he \\'as a member. 
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But !IIr. H o FFECKER did not confine his energies and abili

t ies to matters of pri\·ate business; he "·as interested in public 

affa irs aud sen·ed his comn1tmity as president of its school 

board aud as presideut of the board of t0\\'11 commissioners. 

H e \ms honored by his people \\'itb a seat in the general assem

bly of his S tate , and was honored by its house " ·ith the position 

of speaker. And, lastly , he ,,·as elected by the people of the 

State to represent them in this g rand counci l chamber of the 

na tion 's representat i\·es, and Delaware ne\·er had in this H ouse 

a grander specimen of her manhood and citizenship. 

And Mr. HoFFECKER \\"aS fort una te in his death . On t he 

16th of June, 1900, he was nearl y 73 years old, still vigorous in 

body aud miud, crowned with many honors honorably won , 

possessed of ample estates, secure in the unlimited confidence of 

his people, happy in the knO\declge that his country \\·as entering 

upon a new century of progress and g reatness, \Yi t h a conscience 

void of offense against God and man , calm of spirit, hopeful of 

heart, he stepped as with one stride from the grand elevation on 

which he stood into the vestibule of the other \\'Orld. \:Vhen 

the messenger of death came to escort him hence there was no 

delay, no s truggle to remain ; his iife rose up and went its way. 

So sudden was ?lfr. HoFFECKER'S death, he might well have 
said with Mrs . Barbauld: 

Life ! \Ve'\·e been long togeth er , 
Throug h pleasant and through cloudy weathe r ; 

'Tis hard to par t when friends are dear, 
Perhaps ' twill cost a sigh, a tear. 

Then steal away ; give little warning
Choose thine own time ; 
Say not " Good nig h t !" But in some brighter clime 
Bid me ' ' Good morning ! '' 

Life left Mr. HOFFECKER without warning. It bade no 

adieu. Death closed his eyes in this world and Life opened 

H. Doc. 5 20--3 
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the m in the other world, and g reeted him ,,·ith a happy " Good 

morning . '' 

It was my fortune to have 1-ierved as chairman of a subcom

mittee of which Mr. H OFFECKER was a me mber , and I was a t 

once impressed b y his ea rnest desire to get at the real facts of 

e\·ery case assig ned to him and to reach a conclusion a t once 

j us t to the G overnment aud equitable to the claimant. If a 

m illion of dolla rs had been in question or the life or l iber ty of 

a person inYoh-ed he could not have been more deliberate, 

cautious, pa instaking , and conscientious than he was in inves

t igati ng and decid ing a small pension case invol\'ing $ 12 a 

mon th. His rule of action seems to haYe been that wha tever 

\\'as worth doing at a ll was worth doiug well, and he rig htly 

thoug ht that the claim of a n old soldier or of the w idow of a 

soldier was entitled to as much consideration as the claim of a 

banker , contractor , merchant , or shipowner involving a hundred 

t housand dolla rs . 

JOHN H. H OFFECKER was what I would call a square ma n. 

H e faced every responsibility fai rly and squarely. H e looked 

everything squarely in the face. H is e\·ery action was sq uared 

according to the rules of righ t. H e liYed square with the 

world, and d ied, as he had l ived , square wi th his G od , in so far 

as man can judge. 

lVIr. H oFFECKER was not a man to act on p rinciples of 

expediency. H e had a hig her s tandard of duty and a g rander 

rnle of action . W it h him conscience was au a ll-controlling 

factor in determining his cond uct. 

Expediency is au uucertain g uide that may lead us into 

tortuous, and it may be dangerous, pa ths. Neither is public 

opinion a sure sign of rig h t unless it be based on the immutable 

principles of jus tice. The sea man who cross~s the pathless 

seas, aiming for a particular port, does not allow h is ship t o 
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follow in t he currents of t he ocean , neither does h e change his 

course according to the course of t he wi nds. Should he follow 

the w inds a ud currents , he would neYer see the haYen h e seeks 
' 

but ,,·ould be borne h ither and thither lik e a ma n lost in a 

pathless fores t until h e , his sh ip, a nd crew \\·ere all ingulfed 

beneath the remorseless wa,·es. 

Neither can the mariner al'\\·ays trus t to the s tars for his 

guides, because t hey are not ,·isible iu time of s torm. He must 

have a better g uide tha n current or \\·ind or s ta rs if he would 

cross the ocean to the port he sails for; a nd he has th at better 

guide, n g uide uot in t he sea , not in t he a ir, nor yet in the sky ; 

b ut a g u ide iu his 0 \\'11 ship, and that g uide t he needle that 

t rembles on the pivot of his compass, a g uide that ne,·er e rrs, a 

g uide the ocean curren ts can not perp le x . a g uide t he most 

po\\'erful tempes t can not affect, a g uide the sta rs themselves 
can not bewilder or mis lead . 

Th is g uide, and this g uide only , does t h e helmsma n of the 

ship follow; he looks neither up nor down , neith er to t h e right 

uor to t he left, but on t he needle h e fixes his stead fast gaze, 

and contrary curren ts may flo\\' , u n fa,·orable winds may blO\v, 

the stars may be hidden from v iew a nd darkness impenetrab le 

may encompass sea a nd sk y, bu t by the a id of a li ttle lamp he 

sees the s lender needle trembling 0 11 its t iny p iYot, a nd .he feels 

strong a nd bra,·e and steers his ship safely t h rough a ll trou bles, 

all d ifficulties, a nd a ll da ngers across the wide ocean and into 

t he very por t he sailed for, a nd as he reaches th e whar f h e calls 

out to the ca ptain of the por t , " All is well ," every passenger 

a nd every sailor and every pound of freig h t a ll sa fe on board . 

So, in t imes of g reat public ex citement , we can not ah vays 

t rus t the c urrents of popular feeling; we can not always 

allow ourselves to be go,·erned by the passious of partisan

ship ; we can not always trust to t he g uida nce of the grea t 
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men of other clays, \\'hose spirits shine like sta rs 111 the 

uation 's sky. \\'hat , then, can \\'e do? \\'e can do like the 

sea captain. \Ve can look at the needle of con:cience that 

trembles on the pi,·ot of duty, that Goel has put , like a 

compass, in our minds to be our guide-a needle illuminated 

by the light of intellect and beheld by the eye of a sober 

reason . God has g i,·en the mariner the little needle of 

loaclstone to g uide him O\·er the pathless oceans, and H e 

has g i,·en us ' the needle of conscience to g uide us o,·e r the 

ocean of life in the path of duty to the deed of r ight, a nd 

t.he prickings of this conscience Mr. HOFFECKER a hrnys 
heeded and seldorh disregarded. 

A man like :\Ir. HOFFECKER exercises a salutary influence 

wherever he may be. He ,,·oulcl have been a mos t ,·aluable 

addition to the membership of this House had his l ife been 

prolonged. His death is a clear loss to us a ll , as individuals 

and as a Congress. The nation suffers when such a man 

dies, and however g reat the loss of his family and friends, 

such loss is small compared with the loss of the whole nation , 

and that loss I , in common with his fellow-members, feel and 

deplore, and I would not have felt satisfied had I not borne 
th" 'b . is tn ute to his record, his virtues, and his memory. 

---~--J. 
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ADDRESS QF MR NORTON, OF OHIO. 

:\Ir. SPEAKER: I t is \\'i th no perfunctory sense of duty that I 

rise to-clay to speak in this hushed chamber in memory of one 

\\'ho has sat n·ith us aforetime and \\·hose presence among us 

\\'US a blessing and a cheer. 

Thoug h it is a sad pleasure, I esteem it a pr i\·ilege to pay my 

tribute of friendship and regard to the cherished memory of 

] OH:\' H. HOFFECKE R. 

\Vhen on the summer clay the ne\\'S flashed O\·er the trem

bling wires that aga in death had claimed one of our number, 

there \\'as not alone mourning in the home in Dela\\·a re beneath 

t he rooftree of \\'hich q uietl:-· lay the lifeless form of a husband 

and father, but out t hrough the district he represented, cross

ing the border liues of the State he cherished . to the limit of our 

nation's domain, a \\'ave of sorrow rolled , and many a heart 

s urged and swelled with sorro\\' a t the loss of a 10\·ed compan

ion a nd friend. 

It is a trite saying t ha t "Death 10\·es a shining mark. " EYer 

and anon amid the g loom, as darkening shadows hover o\·er 

some stricken homes, do \\'e recognize the truth of th is saying; 

but it comes \\·ith peculiar sign ificance to us \\'hen \\'e remem

ber our friend to-day, for he \\·as a friend to e,·ery member of 

t his H ouse with ,,·hom he came in contact . I speak no undue 

\\'Ords of praise, no fla tteriug phrase, but a simple tribute rec

ognized by each of us, when I speak of his genial spiri t that 
endeared him to all. 

\Vith the sturdy manliness of his nature, his independence 

and fearlessness in battling for his c01wictions of \\'hat \\'as 

right, was joined the loving tenden1ess of a woman and the 
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sincerity of a child, and he held his life to be spent for love and 

duty and right. 

There are loyal hearts, there are spirits brave, 
There are souls that a re pure and true, 

Who g ive to the world the best they ha,·e, 
And the best returns to them anew. 

This was the key of JOHN HENRY HoFFECKER's life, and 

such influences as his are those that move the world. Ac

ti\·e, energetic, busy in varied and diYersified field s of enter

prise and usefulness, he prospered because he recoguized the 

hig her law of his being and conformed his whole life in 

accord therewith. He gave of himself, and in time's fruition 

he reaped rich harvest in the honor, esteem, friendship , and 

respect of his fellow-men. 

In the halls of Congress there is such wide d ivergence 

of thought, of disposition , temperament , and aims that but 

rarely is there one among us \vho draws to himself the 

admiration, friendship, or regard of all, but in the faithful 

discharge of duty, in diligent attention to every interest com

mitted to his trust, h e was recognized by everyone as an 

honest man, while his personality commanded respect and 

drew forth the warmer sentiments of friendship and esteem. 

As travelers on Indian seas catch sweet fragrance wafted 

to them over the blue waters of the deep as they pass t h e 

spice-crowned islands, so from the life of Mr. HoFFECKER 

the most casua l acquaintance caught and felt the s ilent , 

subtle influence of his character, while to his friends and 

intimates in the sessions of our committee meetings a sweet 

benediction was shed in all his goings forth and comings in. 

With the hope of immorta lity g lowing in bis soul, he passed 

away, and now in blissful realization of the dreams of life, 

hope and faith breaking into knowledge, perchance, gazing 

oyer the battlements of heaven , bis earth-freed spirit notes 
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our offerings to his memory to-day and \\"ith beckoning hand 

poi nts us to the path h e trod. 

Time runs on ; the sun breaks day by day in the eastern 

horizon ; the stars come nightly to the sky; day and night 

pass, bringing us a ll nearer to life's end. \Veil may it be "·itb 

us if that our lives may be like his- a call to nobler aims, to 

higher and loftier conceptions of duty , and a radiant memory 

to those who follow us. 
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ADDRESS OF MR. CRUMPACKER, OF INDIANA. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Few members of this body had an oppor

tunity to kno\\' the real character and \\'Orth of the H on. J ou:-: 

H. H oFFECKER, because his sen·ices as a Representati\·e began 

with the present Cong ress. It ~ms my fortune in dra\\'ing a 

seat to be located near him , and my acqu a intance with him 

dated from the opening day of the first session. I saw and 

conyersed with h im a lmost every day during that session, and 

I soon learned to respect his high character a nd his most p leas

ing personality. H e was a l\\"ays at his post of duty , and he 

watched t he proceedings in the House with unusual interest 

a nd with a degree of seriousness that bespoke a high appre

ciation of the responsibilities that rest upon the sh oulders of 

those who have control of the most important interests of the 
American people. 

Under the rules and traditions of this body a member of 

so short a term of serdce has li ttle opportunity to acti\·ely 

engage in the consideration of measures on the floor, and l\Ir. 

HOFFECKER took li ttle or no part in the debates, bu t I 

hazard nothing in saying that he never cast a ,·ote upon a n y 

proposition that his judgment and conscience did not go 
with it. 

He brought to t he discharge of his public dut ies a high pur

pose and a clear, \\'ell-balanced mind. He carried close to his 

heart foe highest interests of the people he was called to serve. 

H e combined a rare fund of experience with the best a nd p urest 

qualities of miud a nd heart. He was not an orator, nor did he 

ha,·e the genius of st~itesmauship that foresees conditions and 

de\'ises measures and plans in ad\·ance of the g reat current of 
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thought and action, but he did haye the noble qualities of 

rugged manhood t hat make for the strength and glory of our 

ci,·il ization. 

The figures of ornamentation artistically \\'OYen into the fab

ric of humanity please and gratify a refined sense, yet the real 

Yirtue of the fabric consists in the warp and woof that gfre it 

strength and utility. The orator. the poet, the painter, the 

sculptor miuister to the imagination, but the real grandeur of 

human life is in the earnest qualities of mind and soul that 

carry forward and upward the \"ital interests of mankind. The 

uoble men and women who go about from day to day conscien

tiously performing each duty in turn as it comes most fully 

express the g reat purposes of life. They are the bone and 

sine'i\· of the present, the prop and prophecy of the future. 

They are the motiYe po\\'er of progress, the wall of adamant 

in the protection a nd preservation of h uman virtues. They 

fight the battles of freedom. They make its blessings a fo·

ing reality. They chasten transgression from a sense of duty. 

They mitigate misfortune from the promptings of lo,·e. The 

irresistible onsweep of those lives is the true history of the 

humau race a nd constitutes the mighty forces of social an d 

intellectual progress. 

Mr. HOFFECKER was of th e b.::st of this type, and he won 

the confideuce a nd esteem of his countrymen by the magic 

of his sturdy Yirtues. His \\'as a life of actiYity and useful

ness , and there cau be no higher testimony to his capacity and 

integrity than that the most importaut interests of men \\'ere 

intrusted to his charge. He never broke a faith or betrayed 

a trust. 

Measured by s ta ndards both di,·iue and human, he was truly 

great, because in all the relations of life he fulfilled all tlie 

requirements of his situation. He made the hig hest and the 
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best use of the talents committed to his keeping, a nd what 

mortal man has ever done more? He was of German extrac

tion, and he embodied the best ~haracteristics of his race- a 

race that constitutes the real background of the \vorld ' s best 

.civilization. 

The popular standard of greatness is in a large deg ree a 

counterfe it. Only humanity is great, and no conspicuous leader 

in history ever moved tbe current of human life into new chan

nels until humanity itself had prepared the way. 

The glory of the forest is not measu.red by the mig hty oak 

that may here and there tower in majesty above its surround

ings, but by the splendor of the great masses that stand ·in 

unison in grateful welcome of sunshine and rain and in stern 

and stubborn resistance of storm and tempest. 

Mr. HoFFECKER is gone, but he has left a heritage tha t will 

live forever-the heritage of an earnest, devoted life. His 

memory may not be embalmed in poetry and song, but his 

influence will live and leaven as long as the human mind has 

ambitions and the human heart has affections. 

Past the allotted three score years and ten, he departed 

beyond the vale, and closed a life rich in a wealth of achieve

ment in the most vital concerns of the world. His life work 

is his most enduring monument and its simple recital his most 

eloquent encomium. He died as he lived, with a firm faith 

in the Master whose virtues he so well exemplified. 

To his son, who is his esteemed successor in this body , and 

to his other descendants his example will serve as an inspira

tion in all of life's activities in a peculiar sense. The loss of 

such a man is society' s greatest sacrifice. 
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ADDRESS OF MR. MIERS, OF INDIANA. 

:tvlr. SPEAKER : On June 16, 1900, th e inhabita nts of S myrna 

were shocked by the announcemen t of t he sudden death of H on . 

J OHN H. H OFFECKER. Such an announcement is always star t

ling to any community. It was more so in th is case by reason 

of the fact that Mr. HoFFECKER h ad lived among th e people of 

that village for nearly three-quar ters of a century . H e had 

gone in and out before them, bad lived a model life, h ad been 

a n active participant in all church affairs, in all business en ter

prises, and in everything that was good and t rue in that com

munity. He h ad risen to the topmost rouud in t h e affection of 

his neighbors. He had carried on business ha lf a century in 

that village, and had on a ll occasions been just, not only to 

himself, but to his neighbors and all who dealt with him . 

N o just call for cha ri ty was ever turned from h is door. His 

every action, so far as public business was concerned, as well as 

that of his private enterprise, was always measured by the spiri t 

of the Golden Rule. H e was h onored by his neighbors in 

church and local affairs. H e was chosen p resident of t he Fruit 

Growers' Bank, president of a t ransportation company, a 

director of a railroad compan y, and was prominent in a ll 

affairs that went to build the village a nd better the count ry . 

Aye, Mr. Speaker, . he had been chosen by th e good will of 

the people president and d irector of th e good morals and good 

growth and best interests of the beaut iful li ttle city in which 

he had spen t his life . In 1888 h is fellow-citizens elected him 

a member of the State leg islature, a nd he was honored by 

election to the speakership. H e performed the duties of 

th at high and responsible posit ion w ith g reat ability an d 
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to the entire satisfaction of his friends and 

There were still higher honors to be thrust upon 

H e was elected and took his seat as a member of the F ifty

sixth Congress. Althoug h bis service was short · and u npre

tentious, I dare say no member was more attentiye to duty, 

responded to rnore roll calls, or was present more hours during 

sessions of the House than he ; and perhaps no other member 

could have given a better or more satisfactory and conscientious 

reason for each and e\·ery vote cast than he. 

It was my good fortune, Nir. Speaker, to have known h im 

rather intimately , by reason of the fact of our associations on 

the Committee of Invalid Pensions. I desire 'to say now 

judg ing from his conduct, as I remember it , he real ized fu ll:»· 

his responsibility-to prevent the extravagant use of the peo

ple's money on the one side; to be fair and just to suffering 

humanity upon the other. 

There were the nation's d~fenders, some armless, some limb

less, some dra\Yn and racked with pain, and near ly a ll gro,,·11 

old and needy. Their claims were pending, and he, with h is 

gre~t heart and with his foresight, must pass upon them. I 

beh e,·e that he passed ou every one as conscientiously as is 

port rayed by the old picture cf the Goddess of J ustice , blind
folded and feeling one side and then the other to ascertain 

which way the weight of evidence was. Mr. Speaker and 

gen tlemen, his g reat desire was to do justice between the 

~reat Government and these poor old soldiers, but always g i,·

mg the b~nefit of the doubt to the nation ' s defenders. 

A t the close of the sessiou , in yonder lobby I took him 

by the hand and bade him good-bye, wishing for him a 

pleasant and happy Yacation and hoping to meet him here a t 

the sh ort session , in December, robust aud ,·igorous for its 
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duties. But it was not to be; an all-wise Proyidence decreed 

otherwise, and \Ye bo\\· in humble submission. It illustrates 

t he u11certai11ty of life and the certainty of death , and .\\·e must 

a ll realize now that he who would meet and greet :'.\Ir. H o F

FECKF.R can no more do it on this earth. but it must be in the 

g reat beyond, on the other side, in eternity , where \Ye are a ll 

trending. None can escape the summons , and "·hen the call 

is made we can not put it off. 
).fay \Ye, 1\Ir. Speaker, who remain, emula te his Yirt ues, 

\\·hich \Yere many, prominent, and strong. ~lay \Ye not fol

io\\· in his footsteps of righteousness and attention to duty and 

hope that we may round out a beautiful life , as he did at the 

encl of se,·enty-three years, honored , lO\·ed, and respected by 

all who kne\Y us, and may it be sa id of us as \Ye say of him 

to-day- we are better for having known and loved so good 

a man. 
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ADDRESS OF MR. SULLOWAY, OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The g rim reaper, with his unseen but mig hty 

po\Yer, has reaped a rich h an·es t in the past two years among 

the members of this H ouse. l\Iany men ha,·e been gathered 

s ilently in and ha,·e passed into that mysterious beyond. As 

we s tand to-day and look back at the past the forms of our 

departed friends a nd associates seem to rise before us, and their 

brilliant careers. the ir ennobling qualities, and their s terling 

characters stand as beacon lig hts to g uide us safely through 

the tempestuous seas of life. Their lives, pure, hones t, and 

upright. ever remind us that-

Death IO\"CS a shining mark. 

Of a ll those who ha,·e been called and are now s leeping the 

last s leep there are none whom we shall miss more or whose 

memory \Ye will hold clearer than our friend and departed asso

ciate, Hon. JOHN HENRY HoFFECKER, late a member of Con

gress from the State of Delaware. A lthough be had passed 

the a llotted three score and ten , he was full of li fe, acti,-e and 

a lert, a man of splendid physique and noble at tainments. T he 

cares of life bad rested lightly upon him. His face had almost 

the freshness of youth , and his s tep was elastic as that of a 

young man. 

I sh all always look back with pleasure upon my acquaint

ance w ith the late Copgressmau HoFFECKER, for it was a 

pleasure and au inspiration to know him as I haye known 

him. Associated as I was with him on t h e Committee on 

Invalid P ensions, I came in contact with him almost da ily, and 

learned to know him well and to appreciate his splendid 

q ualities. T o know him was to love and admire him, for 
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he was a most companionable mau, being always genial, 

cou rteous, and affable. H e was exceedingly prompt irr h is 

attendance at all meetings of the committee, and took great 

interest in the work that came before h im. 

\Vh ile he was quiet, unostentatious, modest, and unassum

ing in his manners, it did not take those associated \Yith him 

Jong to d iscover that he was possessed of sound j udgment, 

good sense, and great logic. His addce and counsel ahrnys 

commanded the g reatest respect, and his Yie\\·s carried much 

weight. He was honest, fearless, and candid in his opinions. 

a nd ahrnys stood unflinchingly for that which be believed to 

be r ight. H e was a man of deeds rather than of words, and 

measured his efforts by the results he obtained. 

J OHN H ENRY H OFFECKER was a man \\"ho could but com

mand t he respect of every man he came in contact with. 

His k indly face and pleasing ways attracted all to h im. It 

is no cause for wonder that he occupied a high position m 

h is native State and was honored and loYed by his constit

uency. It was but a j ust tribute to his sterling manhood 

a nd true Christian character. 

Iu politics Mr. HOFFECKER \\"aS an actiYe and earnest 

Republican, and \\·as one of the "Old Guard" of that politi

cal faith iu Delaware. He was a delegate to the Republican 

national com·enliou in r 876, a nd again at Chicago in r 88+ 

H e "·as elected to the State leg!slature of Delaware in 1888, 

a nd was honored by being ch osen the speaker of the house 

of representa tives. H e held many other positions of honor 

and trust in that State, and to .eYery public trust h e was 

faithful and conscientious in the discharge of his duty. 

The voters of Delaware by a handsome majority elected 

Mr. H oFFECKER as their Represeutati\·e to the F ifty-sixth 

Congress, and it was in the midst of a useful and honorable 
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career that his life was closed by death. :.Ir. HOFFECKER 

was one of the sturdy and substantia l citi zens of this great 

country of ours-one of the bone and sinew, one of the tr ied 

and true. He \ms true to himself and true to h is friends. 

H e was popular with his associates on the committee and 

\Yith the members of this H ouse. 

His death came as a shock to us ~11 , and while the loss 

\vas greater to his fam ily circle and long personal friends, 

and to the State \\'hich he so ably represented, it \ms also 

great to this legislative body, and especially to the committee 

of which he was such an active and honored member. ~o 

man would have been more missed from its deliberations, 

and it fills our h earts with sorrow and sadness when we 

think that never again \Vi ll we look into his frank and 

honest face, or never again hear the tones of his pleasaut 

and cheering voice. Truly , he was one of nature's noblemen 

and one for whom we shall all sincerely mourn. 
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ADDRESS OF MR. SHATTUC, OF OHIO. 

l\1 r. SPEAKER: To the large number of his associates in Con

gress who, like myself, had the valued privilege of knowing the 

la te Representative J OHN H . H OFFECKER intimately well-and, 

indeed, to every gentleman in this body, of which he was so 

faithful and prominent a member-the shock of the suddenness 

of his demise at his home in Delaware last summer \\'ill be 

vi\·iclly and sadly recalled by these tributes of respect and love 

which we to-clay pay his memory. 

The location of his apartments in this city while in attend

ance upon the sessions of .congress made of him a close neigh

bor of mine, and our cordial relations with each other were 

added to and made more p leasurable by this fortunate circum

stance dur ing the long period in which I enjoyed his society ; 

and I feel a sense of gratitude that I was thus enabled to 

enjoy his companionsh ip when our duties in this Chamber did 

not interfere with our pleasant and, to me, profi table in ter

course . 

Mr. HoFFECKER possessed that sincere cordiality of manner. 

that nobleuess of character, inborn poli teness, considerate k ind

ness and geniality for .everyone with whom he came in contact 

which is epitomized and best described in the phrase, ' 'a gen

tleman of the old school." 'vVhile I ha\ e seldom met anyone 

whose appearance has so impressed me with respect and con fi

dence as did his, his persona lity and character commanded the 

respect and confidence which his appearance inspired, and much 

of the sincere regard and friendship that came to him were 

begotten of his own sincerity and couficleuce in mankind . 

H. Doc. 520-4 
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His loug and exceptionally successful career as a man of 

affairs, his energetic sen ·ice in Yarious importa nt en terprises in 

the m erca ntile world, his public life, a nd his g reat trust in m en , 
wi t h his natural k indliness of heart and nobility o f ch aracter , 

combined to create in him what a famous philosophe r aptly 

t erms "a wide affinity" which impelled h im naturally a nd 

without effor t, with neither defere11ce nor condescens ion , to be 

t o the great a nd less of the world , to the high a nd low, a lways 

the same courtly, genial, amiable gentleman. 

His home life was beautiful and inspiring in its re fin e m em 

a nd simplicity, and the same noble qualities which brou g ht to 

him the love of bis friends were possessed by his devoted wife 

a nd children. Indeed, I do not think there exis ted a more 

touching example of the best American hom e li fe in its C h ris

t ianity a nd culture a nd devoted love tha n was form ed by this 

family, and in the demise of the kind a nd lodng husband and 

father they are indeed sorely berea,·ed. 

Others here will speak of his ,-aluable and faithful ser vices in 

this H ouse. Seldom has " the common duty of each clay been 

more uncommonly well clone" than by Mr. H OFFECKER. His 

capacity for ceaseless work was remark able, his large pri,·a te 

inte rests combining with his duties h ere to k eep him constantly 

engaged, while bis interest in humanity a nd his unselfish desire 

to help others less fortunate impelled him to find ample time to 

help couutless of his acquaintances; and it was while fai thfully 

a ttending to his duties as a Representative of his people that h e 

passed away. 

His personality and character won for him countless friends 

iu all walks of life, who sincerely loved him and who deeply 

mourn the loss of his companionship and of the h elpfulness 

of his Christia n character a nd g reat kind h eart; and thoug h 

m~ny of them could praise his v irtues more eloqu ently than 
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I , yet none could be more grateful for the friendship of the 

companion who has been called away and whose memory I 

revere. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As a further mark of respect to 

the memory of the deceased member in tribute of whom these 

proceedings h ave been held, the H ouse, in pursu ance of its reso

lutions, stands adjour ned until Monday next a t r 2 o'clock m. 

And accordingly (at 5 o ' clock a nd 30 minutes p. m. ) the 

House adjourned. 



PROCEEDINGS IN THE SENATE. 

DECEMBER 3 1 1900. 
A message from t lle H ouse of Represeutatiyes, by Mr. \\. J. 

Browni ng, its Chief Clerk, transmitted to the Senate resolu

tions on the ·death of Cushman K. Davis, late a Senator from 

the State of Minnesota; Hon. John H. Gear , late a Seuator 

from the S ta te of Iowa; Hon. JOHN H. H o FFECKER, late a 

Representa tive from the State of Delaware, and Hon. \Villiam 

D. Daly, late a Representative from the S tate of New Jer,.;ey . 

JANUARY 30, 19oi. 

Mr. K ENNEY. Mr. P resident, I \\·ish to gi\-e notice that on 

Saturday, the 16th of F ebruary, I will call up the resolutions 

of the House of Represeutatives announciug the death of my 

late colleague iu t he H ouse, H on. JOHN H. H OFFECKER, and 

will ask t he Senate to suspend its proceediugs in order that 

fi tting tribute may be paid to his memory. 

FEBRUARY 13, 1901. 

Mr. KENNEY. Mr. President, on January 30 I gave notice 

to the Senate tha t on February 161 19b1, I should call up the 

resolutions of the House of Represen tatives announcing the 

death of H on. JoHN H . H oFFECKER, late a Representa tive 

from my State. 

I desire to change that time to Saturday, February 23, to 

follow the consideration of the resolutions notice of which 
53 
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has been given by the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. 

Chandler] . 

F EBRUARY 18, 1901. 

A message from the House transmitting to the Senate reso

lutions of the House commemorative of the life and public 

services of Hon. JOHN H . HOFFECKER, late a Representative 
from the State of Delaware. 

MEMORIAL ADDRESSES. 

FEBRUARY 23, 1901. 

:\Ir. KJ£:-;:-;EY. l ask the Chair to lay before the Senate the 

resolutions of the House of Representati\·es relatiYe to the 

death of the late Representative from the State of Delaware, 

H on. JOHN H. HOFFECKBR. 

The PRESIDING OFFICF.R (Mr. Hansbrough in the chair) . 

The Chair lays before the Senate resolutions from the H ouse of 

Representati,·es, which will be read. 

The Secretary read as follows : 

Ix THE Housi:: OF REPR!IBEXTATIVES, February 16, 1 901. 

Resolved, That the business of tl1e House be now suspended, that op
portunity may be given for tribute to the memory of H on. ]OH:-< H. HOF
FECKER, late a member of the House of Representatiyes from the State of 
Delaware. 

Rcsol«ed, Tha t as a particular mark of respect lo the memory of the 
deceased, and in recognit ion of his eminent abilities as a distinguished 
public servant, the House, at the conclusion of these exercises, shall stand 
adjourned. 

Resolved, That the Clerk coB11 nunicate these resolutions to the Se nate. 
Resolved, That the Clerk be instructed to send a copy of these resolu

t ions to the family of the deceased. 

Mr. KENNEY. I offer the resolu tions which I send to the 

desk , and ask tha t they be read. 

T he PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolutions submitted by the 

Senator from Delaware will be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with profound sorrow the a n
nouncement of the death of Hon. Joa::-< H. HOFFl!CKER, late a Represent
ath ·e from the State of Delaware. 

Resolved, That the business of the Senate be now suspended , in order 
that fi t ting tribute be paid to his memory. 
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ADDRESS OF MR. KENNEY, OF DELAWARE. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: \Ve dispense with the l>usiness of the clay 

in order that we may pay tribute to the memory of a dis tin

g uished citizen of my S ta te-J oi-01 HE:'.'IRY H or-FECKER-\Yho 

died on the morning of June 16 last , and a t the ti me of his 

death was a member of the H ouse of RepresentatiYes. 

Mr. H oFFECKER \\'as born near Smyrna, Del., on the 12th 

day of September, 1827. His father, Joseph V. H o ffecker , \\'as 

a gentleman of cu lture and refinement, and his family connec

tions \\·ere of wide extent in the community in which he was 

born , li,·ed, and died. The mother of the deceased Represen t

ati,·e was a lady noted for her piety and the many a ttributes 

that go to mak.e up the grand character of worshipful mother

hood . His father and mother \\·ere both long, useful , and 

consistent members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 

died with a full belief in the consoling doctrine of tha t denom

ination. 

Mr. H OFFECKER, whose start in life was in an h u mble \\'ay, 

had by energy, thrift, and economy accumulated a competency, 

and being recognized as a business man of more than ordinary 

capacity , he was, at the time of his death and for a 'long time 

pre\'ious thereto, president of several corporations and a direc

tor in others, not large in their workings, but all interested in 

and striving for the advancement of the community in which 

he so long lived . 

The bent of Mr. H OFFECKER'S mind was not in a political 

direction , and, beyond holding for many years the presidency 

of the- council in the town in which he lh·ed, he held no 

political office until the year 1888, when he \\'as elected to the 

legislatu re and was chosen speaker of the house, presidi ng, as 
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\Yas universally ackno\\'ledged, \\'ith a degree of ability and 

fa irness which won for him unstinted praise. 

H e was nominated for Congress by the conventions of the 

R epublica n par ty, and , not~Yithstanding the fact that great d is

sensions existed in his party over certain matters in dispute, 

he was honored ,\'ith a u nited support and elected by a large 

majority . 
In a ll that I may say in praise of the life and character and 

manly attribu tes of him of whom I speak, I have no fear but 

that a universal sanction and a heartfelt response will come 

from the -people of Delaware, whom I have the distinguished 

honor to represent in this body. I shall not attempt to deliyer 

an u ndeserved eulogy. The sincerity of his character , supple

mented by h is own history and example and attested by the 

loyalty and friendship of those who had known him long, leaves 

to me an easy task when I arise to address you in commemora

tion of the l ife of J OHN H ENRY H OFFECKER. 

As a citizen he was trusted and beloved; as a kind and in

dulgent husband and father his example is worthy of ernttla 

tion · as a member of the church of his choice he was faithful 
I 

and zealous, and to a ll whose good fortune it was to be brought 

in contact with him he was ever kind and courteous. Whilst 

many years of usefulness for him " 'ere looked forward to by his 

friends, and possibly by himself, he had reached that age when 

i t may be said h is sun went down a t eventide. 

A t the time of his death the Republican national convention 

was in session in P hiladelphia, and he was preparing to leave 

his home in order to attend it. Complai ning to his wife of not 

feeling very well , she thought it advisable for him to take some 

medicine, and left him for a little while to procure it. \Vhen 

she returned life was extinct. 

God's finger lonch ecl him Hllrl he slep t . 
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"Not a moment in the dark ,·alley or the shadow between 

the two worlds,'' h e closed his eyes upon the joys of time to 

open them upon the brighter visions of eternity. His was--

A faith tha t shines more bright and clear 
\ Vhen tempests rage without , 

That when in danger k nows no fear , 
In darkness knows no doubt. 

I was honored by being named as one of the committee 

representing the Senate on the funera l occasion, a nd was 

greatly impressed by t he respect shown his memory by the 

community 111 which a ll his life had been passed. The 

business of the town was suspended and all the s tores and 

factories were closed , and m looking upon those who 

a ttended the obsequ ies a nd followed the remains to its last 

resting place, I concluded that the regard of those who had 

known him exceeded admiration and reached the bond of 

affection. Differing with him politically, it is perhaps better 

that I should leaye unsaid , just at this time, some things 

that my heart is inclined to utter in recogni tion of his kind

ness and goodness, lest my moti\'es should be misconstrued. 

H e sleeps in the soil of his native State. His memory will 

long remain fresh and g reen in the hearts of his people, 

and in closing this imperfect eulogy of the deceased there 

comes to my mind the words of that beautiful and fami lia r 

hymn : 

How blest the righteous when he dies! 
\ :Vhen sinks a weary soul to rest, 

How mildly beam the closing eyes, 
H ow gently h eaves the expiring breast! 

So fades a summer cloud away; 
So sinks the gale when storms are o'er ; 

So gently shuts the eye of clay; 
So dies a wa,·e along- the shore. 
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A holy quiet rcigns arou nd, 
A calm which life nor death destroys; 

And naught disturbs that peace profound 
Which his unfettered soul enjoys. 

Farewell conflicting hopes and fears 
\Vhere lights and sh ades alternate dwell; 

H ow bright the unchanging mom appears ! 
Farewell, inconstant world, farewell ! 

Life's labor done, as sinks the day, 
Light from its load the spirit flies, 

While heaven and earth combine to say, 
" How blest the righteous when b e dies ! '.' 

59 
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ADDRESS OF MR. McCoM'As, OF MARYLAND. 

Mr. P RESIDENT: My acquaintance with the deceased member 

of the House of Representatives, JOHN HENRY HOFFECKER, 

was not intima te. His service was limited to one term , and 

one session of that term in the coordinate legislati ve branch of 

the Government. I had before learned the high esteem enter

tained for Mr. HOFFECKER in his own State. He had been 

the speaker of the house of representatives of that State during 

an exciting period. H e had been a man of business prior to 

that time and during years thereafter. His life centered in 

common dut~es and private affairs at home, those of a business 

character and those of a political character, limited in scope, 

and local in opportunity for the exercise of his powers. 

Ma~ifestly he had gained the confidence of his fellow-men 

during a life which began and ended in the vicinity where he 

spent the days of his life, except when called hither by public 

duty, at S myrna, Del. , a most interesting and beautiful towu in 

that interesting State-one of the smallest S tates in the U nion, 

\-vhich yet has furnished mauy remarkable men to the Federal 

service of our country in earlier and later times. This old 

State comprises part of the lovely peninsula which makes up a 

large part of my own State. All my life I have been near to 

and observed those people, their earnest and sturdy character, 

and with satisfaction I have watched the not rapid but per

s istent growth of that peninsular Commonwealth. 

Mr. H oFFECKER, of Delaware, was not only a good man iu 

his relations at home, but he was a good man in the community 

in w hich he lived . H e was reputed to be a man of strong 
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character and a man of sterling integrity. H e attached himself 

to that . religious faith which predominates in t hat peninsula, 

the Method!st Church , where that denomination retains the 

pristine vigor of that remarkable religious societ y, and where 

the characteristics of the Methodist faith are more frequently 

found imprinted upon the lives of the followers of that faith 

than almost any locality that now occurs to my memory. 

H e was not only trusted at home, but he was trusted in 

the affai rs of his State; and in a most exciting period, as the 

Senator from Delaware [Mr. Kenney J said, Mr. H oFFECKER 

became the candidate of his party for Cong~ess. I met him 

then only casually, and I was impresseG with the sturdy and 

sterling worth of this new man in Federal politics. \Vhat 

he might have performed by long service can not now be 

k 110\Vll. 

After a long and exacting session he returned to his 

home, wearied . by his patient, conscientious, and faithful 

devotion to his work in committee by never-ceasing demands 

of his constituency and by attention upon the floor of the 

House. At his time of life - for he was over 73 years of 

age - with his sense of responsibility in public affairs, the 

burden of his duties here bore more heavily u pon him than 

they would have borne upon a mau trained to endurance by 

longer service. I have no doubt that the exactions of that 

service in a long, busy session, coming to a man not experi

enced in the life here, wore out the remnant of his vigor and 

vitality; and, having gone home after t he close of the session, 

he died suddenly, and was at rest. 

The people of his home and of his State mourn him not 

lightly, but seriously . He was beloved among the people 

of his community and beloved by the people of Delaware 

and even beyoud the lines of his State. Iu my own State 
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Mr. HOFFECKER had many friends who held him in hig h 

es teem and who cherish his memory. 

His life and labors have won the tribute that belongs to a 

man of purpose, of industry, of lionor, and religious convic

tions. Accqrding to his faith , and so far as he had talents, 

he led a life of public usefulness and a life of pri\'ate 

integrity and dignity. Mourned by his friends, trusted and 

remembered by his State , and sincerely regretted by those 

who served with him under the roof of this Capitol, he sud

denly ended his public career and has entered into his rest. 
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ADDRESS OF MR. ALLEN, OF NEBRASKA. 

Mr. PRESIDE:"'!': I _find a brief epitome of the life of JOHN 

H1rn~Y HOFFF.CKER in the Congressional Directory of last 

session, which I will read: 

JOH~ HE~RV H OFFECKER, Republican, of Smyrna, was born Septem
ber 12, rS27, at l\Iansion House, on a farm near that town; attended public 
a nd prirnte schools in Smyrna, Del. , graduated in ciYil engineering and 
trained in field practice 'dlh Kehemiah Clark , esq., public sun·eyor ; in 
1853 opened an office in Smy rna, Del., as surveyor a nd conveyancer, a nd 
pursued the business continuously to r889; was e lected delegate to the 
Republican national conYention at Cincinna ti in 1876, and at Chicago in 
?884; was elected a member of the general assembly in 1888, and on the 
1st day of January, 1889. was chosen speake r of the house of representa
tives; was elected pres ident of town council in 1878, and served continu
ously by reelection to 1898; was elected director of the Frnit Growers' 
National Bank of Smyrna at i ts organization in T876; has been reelected 
each year since; was ch osen president of the institution in T89r, a nd 'is 
s till holding that position; was instrumental in the establishment of a 
large factory in S myrna for hermetically sealed goods: which arc largely 
exported to E urope; the factory bears date 1867, and giYes employment 
largely to women and children during the fruit season of each year; was 
elected to the Fifty-sixth Congress, receiving 17,566 votes to 15,053 for 
L. In·ing Handy , Democrat , and 398 for L . W. Brosius, Prohibitionist. 

Mr. President, my acquaintance with the deceased statesman 

began and ended with his serv ice in the other branch of Con

g ress. Early upon his entrance into the Fifty-sixth Congress 

I became acquainted with him. I was frequently thrown into 

his society, and learned by coll\·ersation and by association of 

his many virtues aud of his high character. 

I gather from the brief history I ha,·e just read that his 

life was one of g reat activity. He perhaps did not shine in 

political circles as other illustrious sous of Dela\\'are have 

shone, but that he made his impress upon his S ta te and 

upon the nation I think cau not be questioned. 
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Mr. HoFFECKER was a Republican. There were no quali

fica tions in his political belief. H e '~'as a believer in the 

tenets of his party. As the whole \\·oriel knows, I am not a 

Republican , and have nothing about me savoring of Repub

lican ideas; and yet among the warmest personal fr iends I hm·e 

and have had during my life a re those with whom I disagree 
politically . 

\Vhen we come to the brink of the grave and to speak 

of the life, the virtues, and the character of a deceased 

friend, politics must be put aside" and the true life of the 

man alone revealed. 

Mr. HoFFECKER was a man of business; he was a mau 

of affairs. He had evidently g iven some slight a ttention to 

political matters; but I take it he did not engage in au 

extensive s tudy of political problems, but accepted largely 

. the faith of his party from those having in charge its poli

cies and its platforms. And yet I must do him the credit 

of saying, from my slig ht knowledge of him , tha t he was 

a mply capable of solving all problems that presented them
selves to him. 

It is difficult, Mr. President, for me to speak of the dead. 

I have seen dead and wounded upon the field of battle, 

five and six thousand men, and yet that scene, horri ble as 

it was and horrible as it must always be, if it should occur 

again, did not impress me and does not impress me \\"ith 

those feelings tha t come to me when I see a hulllan being 

s truggling for his life with disease. 

Mr. HOFFECKER was a man ripe in years, a man of la rge 

experience, a ~nan whose domestic relations were of the purest 

character; and there, l\fr. President, the true man shines out 

and is known a t his best. I am told that at his fireside no man 

was more interesting, no 111a11 more i11clulge11t, 110 man more 
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loving , no man more affectionate. No man guarded the name 

of his home and the dignity of his family to a gTeater extent 

than JOHN H ENRY HOFFECKER. 

H ere, l\Ir. President , I must leaYe this man. I leaye him, as 

I must leave those who precede me from the shores of t ime to 

those of eternity, in sadness and in sorrow. 

i\Ir. HoFFECKER was a man \Yho li,·ed in the faith and d ied 

in the faith of the Christian religion; and I want again in this 

sacred presence -to announce my belief in the immorta lity of 

the human soul and in the accountability of all God's creatures 

in the futu re for their conduct on earth. H e was a strong 

believer in the Methocl.ist Church, one of the great Christian 

organizations of this couutry. He died in the faith of that 

church, and I have reason to belieye that his life was such 

as to induce him to face the fu ture without any question as to 

the result. 

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, 
For, yea, hencefor th they shall rest from their labors, 
And their works do follow them. 

And in tha t faith this good man, full of years and full of 

good works , passed into eterni ty, trusting to the future a lone. 

H. Doc. 520--5 
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ADDRESS OF MR. HEITFELD, OF IDAHO. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is probably true that no man , be he ever 

so generous, public spirited, and noble, can hope to make him
self indispensable to t he community in which he lives , but there 

are those whose loss, when death claims them and we are forced 

to give them u p, causes us to feel a keener grief and a more 

enduring sorrow than is usually felt at the last sad parting. 

At rare intervals men are encountered who have so shaped 

their lives tha t their fellow-men are permitted to share the 

blessings with which they haye been endowed by au All-w'ise 

P rovidence; men who have not spent their lives for their own 

betterment alone, but who have so bent their energies that their 

successes are the successes of the communities in wh ich they 
live. Such a ruan was JOHN HENRY H OFFECKER, of Delaware, 

and for the loss of such a one does Delaware now mourn. 

Mr. President, I will not a ttempt to enumerate his many 

public services ; that can be better and more properly done by 

his colleagues. It is sufficient to say that ht: always performed 

his duties well. 
Mr. HoFFECKER was a native-born citizen of the State wh ich 

he represented with such marked ability. From early manhood 

he showed a disposition to extend a helping hand to those with 

whom he came in contact, and to place a means of livelihood 

within the reach of those of his community less favored than he 

with natural ability, all of which endeared him to his neigh

bors. As he developed with age and experience he lost none : 

of those rare traits of character which had blessed bis surround

ings, but broadened the field of their usefulness . His whole 

life, which was one of prosperity and success, was so spent as to 
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make happy and prosperous the lives of those with whom he 

had to do. 

His public service was such as to be properly rewarded with 

promotion and advancement, and he was promoted and ad

vanced until , when death summoned him from among us, the · 

blow fell not on Delaware alone, but caused the nation to join 

the S tate in a common sorrow. 

Mr. HoFFECKER liYed to a mature age, and bis life was so 

spent that in looking back upon it he could enjoy that price

less blessing to be derived from the contemplation of a task 

well done, of a duty well discharged. 

Let the memory of the noble deeds he did live after him; 

his soul has gone to its eternal reward; his body is interred 

in the soil of the State which he loved and served, where it 

now rests to a\vait the resurrection of the dead. 

Mr. President, I move the adoption of the resolutions. 

The P RESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the adoption 

of the resolutions, submitted by the Senator from Delaware 

[ Mr. Kenney]. 

The resolutions were unanimously agreed to. 
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