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INTRODUCTION 

A MERICA was discovered in a search for trade routes, 
f"\ but our country has been in larger part maintained 
and transmitted to us directly or indirectly as the result 
of war. Almost (rom the outset there were conflicting 
claims on the part of Spain. France, and England, and 
also Holland. The struggles against hostile native tribes 
along the Atlantic seaboard were followed by w;u- against 
the aggressions of the French, who would have kept the 
English-speaking colonies east of the Alleghanics. That 
long period of strife was followed by two conflicts with Eng
land, the first gaining America for Americans as an inde
pendent nation, the second confirming it as an independent 
nationality. While the great Louisiana Purchase was a 
peaceful acquisition. Napoleon's willingness to cede this 
territory was intenningled with his military plans Cali
fornia and the extreme Southwest came out of con
flict with Mexico. The Civil War preserved the integrity 
of the country which Americans had gained. Hawaii was 
added through a revolution fortunately bloodless. As a 
result of the war with Spain, Porto Rico and the Philip
pines were included within the limits of our authority. 

Since war is a last resort, a brutal expression of failure 
to arrive at an agreement, the series of political events 
which have. preceded war and the manifold aspects of 
civil tife have seemed very justly to modern historians 
more important than the descriptions of war itself. The 
older writers were fond of dwelling upon all the pomp 
and circumstances and all the dramatic accompaniments 

xi 



INTRODUCTION 

of battle. Modem history is written differently. ao dif
ferently, in fact, that we are apt to find battles summarized 
in paragraphs by scientific historians. Thus the pendulum 
has swung from one extreme to another, until it has be
come a difficult matter to find in the newest shorter his
tories accounts of significant military events which ap
proach completeness. Take, for example, the battle of 
Bunker Hill. No name in our own military history is 
more familiar, and yet in many of the books mOlt readily 
available for older as well as younger readers this battle 
appears as a brief summary of facts. As to the Mexican 
War, such remarkable military events as Taylor'S victory 
at Buena Vista over a force five times as large, or the 
series of desperate battles which won the City of Mexico 
for Scott, are practically little more than obscure names 
for readers of to-day. It is not strange that Mr. Charles 
Francis Adams once inaugurated his presidency of the 
American Historical Association with an earnest plea for 
military history. 

In the present volume, which is a companion to 
Harper &. Brothers' new edition of Sir Edward Creasy'. 
Dtcisiw Raltu$ Df Ilw WDrld, the editor bas kept in mind 
the importance of preserving historical relations and 
continuity. The conciv chronology of leading events in 
American history which runs through from beginning to 
end is not entirely limited to the military side of history, 
The introductory chapter sketches world relations from the 
fifttoenth century. The second chapter affords a broad 
view of the relations of the early colonists to the Indians, 
and there is also .pecific reference to Champlain's alliance 
witb the Algonquins and the con~ent hostility of the 
Iroquois. For the TeSt, the conditions and caUICS lead
ing up to conftict are set forth wherever necessary in 
order to furnish a perspective, and to afford a ll&ITative 
in !k)rD.e degree consecutive. As to the question of selec
tion, there is obvious justice in Creasy's dictum that the 
importance of battles is to be measured by their aignifi-

xii 
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INTRODUCTION 

cance, and not by the number of men engaged or by 
carnage. To New Englanders in the seventeenth century 
the struggles with the Pequots and with King Philip were 
for the time being a fight for existence as well as for 
possession of the country. They were but small affairs, 
measured by modem standards; but much history would 
have been written differently had the early New England 
settlers encountered the fate of the lost colony of Roanoke. 

The battle on the Plains of Abraham, which ended French 
rule on this continent, was fought by Englishmen with 
only slight American aid, but. its consequt>ncea to Amer
icans were assuredly momentous. As compared with 
Gettysburg, or Sedan, or Mukden, Bunker Hill was a mere 
skirmish, yet its fame is well founded, for it was the first 
fonnal stand against the British by an organized American 
soldiery, and in this and in the fact of American initiative 
in seizing and fortifying Breed's Hill, it differed from the 
hasty gathering of patriots at Lexington and from the 
brief conftict at Concord Bridge. In the light of modem 
experience, again, the naval battles of Lake Erie and Lake 
Champlain seem small engagements, but the one safe
guarded our northern frontier and the other repelled an 
invasion aimed at the very vitals of our country. On the 
other hand, the dramatic battle of New Orleans. fought 
after peace was made, would have had but slight political 
conaequences had the outcome been different. 

As to the war with Mexico, a certain chastening of the 
American conscience has perhaps led us to forget the 
ext~rd~ galu,mtty of a volunteer as well as a regular 
soldiery m a foreign country, repeatedly pitted against 
great odds. The story of the more significant battles 
in those campaigns is entitled to better acquaintance and 
Taylor"s final victory on the north and the series or des
perate attacks by which Scott reached the heart of Ywoo 
are therefore set forth in some detail 

Mention of our Civil War calls up a long roD of bard
fought battles. but Sir Edward Creasy's point may be 
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INTRODUCTION 

reiterated that it is not numbers or bloodshed that con
stitute the significance of a battle. Fort Sumter was a 
small affair; Antietam, Shiloh, Fredericksburg, Cbance1-
lorsviUe, Chickamauga, and other hard-fought battles were 
great conflicts. YeL influential as they were, they were 
not decisive; while Sumter represented the first open 
attack on the Flag and the instant call to arms. 

The 6ght of the Monilor brought a revolution in naval 
warfare. The blockade of the South, which can be only 
touched upon here, represented that decisive influence of 
sea power which has been so eloquently expounded by 
Captain Mahan. This influence was illustrated more 
concretely in Farragut's capture of New Orleans, which 
was as necessary as Grant's conquest of Vicksburg to clear 
the Mississippi and cut the Confederacy in two. In spite 
of the military importance of Shennan's march to the sea, 
the fact that, like -Grant's ceaseless battering in Virginia, 
it was a campaign rather than an event, renders any 
adequate description impossible in the limits of a book 
dealing, for the most part, with crises or facts of imme
diately significant consequence. On the other hand. 
Gettysburg, which destroyed once and for all the possi
bility of a successful invasion of the North, is a historical 
landmark in concrete fonn. It is described in this volume 
by a historian who is also a veteran of tbe Civil War. 

Insignificant as was the war with Spain in comparison 
with the great struggle of 1861-65. it is assuredly of his
torical consequence that the battles of Santiago de Cuba 
destroyed the last vestiges of a Spanish rule in the Western 
Hemisphere which bad lasted o('arly four hundred years. 
Out of this came freedom at last for Cuba, and its grave 
responsibilities. Earlier in the same year Dewey's guns 
drove the Spanish flag from the Pacific, and gave us a not 
wholly welcome partnenhip in the vexed questions of the 
Orient. 

Fortunately, our Temple of Janus is closed-let us trust, 
never to be reopened. But there are momentous lesson. 

xiv 
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of patriotism and self·sacri6ce to be read in these accounts 
of deeds which have preserved our country anet helped 
to make it great. The eminent historians whose works 
have furnished these chapters have been moved by no 
desire to glorify war in itself- rather the reverse; but 
they have dealt with phases or history so vital and of 
such supreme interest that this story oi these events 
will help general readers, old and young, to an ampler 
knowledge of our history. 

• 
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DECISIVE BATTLES OF 

AMERICA 

I 

TERRITORIAL CONCEPTS 

E"rop.an Contests Anecting America, and a S14mmary 
of American Expansion 

THE settlers' task of conquering the wilderness might 
have been simpler had they not spent so much 

energy in conquering one another; for side by side with 
the advance of the frontier goes a process of territorial 
rivalry of which the end is not yet. Along with a contest 
with the aborigines for the face of the country went a 
nominal subdivision of the continent among the occupy· 
ing European powers, a process made more difficult by 
the slow development of knowledge about the interior: 
as late as 1660 people thought that the upper Mississippi 
emptied into the Gulf of Califomia. 

At the very beginning came an effort to settle the prime 
problem of European title by religious authority. Three 
papal bulls of t 493 attempted to draw a meridian through 
the middle of the Atlantic Ocean. west of which Spain 
should have the whole occupancy of newly discovered 
lands, and. east of it, PortugaJ.1 

I Bourne. Spai" iff "_iw (Am, Natiow, III), 31: Hart, 
Ct1fIftncptlrorWJ, I, 40. , 

STATE OOLLEGE LlliRARX 
Dover, Delaware 



DECISIVE BATTLES OF AMERICA 

Spain was first to see the New World, first to coast the 
continents, first to explore the interior, first to conquer 
tribes of the natives, and first to set up organized colonies. 
Except in Brazil, which was east of the demarcation line, 
(or a century after discovery Spain was the only American 
power. A war for the mastery of North America between 
the Anglo-Saxon and the Spaniard continued for more 
than two centuries. After the defeat of the Spanish 
Armada by the ~nglish, in 1588, it became possible to 
break in upon the monopoly of American territory; as 
soon as the war with Spain was over, England gave the 
first charter, which resulted in the founding of a lasting 
English colony in America-the Virginia grant of 1606. 

The claim of Spain would have been more effective 
had it not included the whole continent of North America, 
hardly an eighth of which was occupied by Spanish colo
nies. International law as to the occupation of new coun
tries was in a formative state: everybody admitted that 
you might seize the territory of pagans, but how did you 
know when you had seized it? Was the state of which 
an accredited vessel first followed a coast thereby possessed 
of all the back country draining into that coast? Did 
actual exploration of the interior create presumptive 
title to the surrounding region? Was a trading-post 
proof that occupation was meant to be pennanent? 
Did actual colonies of settlers, who expected to spend their 
livc:s there, make a complete evidence of rightful title? 

These various sorts of claims were singularly tangled 
and contorted. in America. Who had the best title to 
the Chesapeake-the English, who believed Sebastian 
Cabot had followed that part of the coast in 1498, or the 
French, whose commander Verrazzano undoubtedly was 
there in 'S24, or the Spaniards, for whom De Aylloo made 
a voyage in 1526? Spanish explorers ha.d crossed and 
followed the Mississippi River, but it is doubtful whether 
in ,600 they could easily have found its mouth. The 
French, in like nunner, had explored the St. Lawrence, , 
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but without permaDent results. Therefore. the territorial 
history of the United States may be said to begin with the 
almost simultaneous planting of settlements in the New 
World by Prance, England, and Holland, between 1600 
and 1615. The French happened first on the St. Law
rence, which was the gateway into the interior, with its 
valuable fur-trade; and they set up tJteit first permanent 
establishment nt Quebec in 1608. The English. after 
thirty years of attempts on the Virginia coast, finally 
planted the colony of Jamestown in 1607. The Dutch 
rediscovered the Hudson River in 1609, and founded New 
Amsterdam in 1614. The next great river south, the 
Delaware, was occupied by the Swedes in 1638. It is one 
of the misfortunes of civiliution that Gennany, then the 
richest and most intellectual nation in Europe, and well 
suited for taking a sbate in the development of the New 
World. was in this critical epoch absorbed in the fearful 
Thirty Years' War, which in 1648 left the country ruined 
and helpless. so that no attempt could be made to link 
the destinies of Germany with those of America. 

Soon began seizures of undoubted Spanish tenitory: 
the English first picked up various small islands in the 
West Indies, in 1655 wrested away the Spanish island of 
Jamaica, and thereupon made a little settlement on the 
coast of Honduras. The next step was a detennined onset 
against the nearer neighbors in North America. Quebec 
was taken and held from 1629 to 1632; the Dutch, who 
had absorbed the Swedish colonies, were dispossessed in 
1664: I and the English proceeded to con~t Hudson Bay 
with the French. These conflicts marked a deliberate 
intention to seize points of vantage like Belize and 
Jamaica. and to uproot the colonies of other European 
powers in North America; it was part of a proceu of 
English expansion which was going on al80 on the 0p
posite side of the globe. 

I~. C~ ~lf.c ___ (A .. HaM.. V). ehap ..... 
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As the eighteenth century began, France, England, 
and Spain were still in antagonism for the possession of 
North America; and the French, in 1699, succeeded in 
planting a colony on the Gulf in the side of the Spanisb 
colonial empire. These international rivalries were soon 
aJtered, by the struggle of England against the attempt 
of Louis XIV. to bring about the practical consolidation 
of Spain and France, which would have made an immense 
Latin colonial empire. To some degree on religious 
grounds, partly to protect their commerce. and partly from 
inscrutable international jealousies. the nations of Europe 
were plunged into a series of five land and naval wars 
between 1689 and 1783, in each of which North American 
territory was at.tacked, and in several of which pat 
changes were made in the map. 

In these wars the colonies formed. an Ideal as to the 
duty of a mother-country to protect daughter colonies. 
and aided in developing a policy which has been de
scribed by one of the most brilliant of modem writers 
as that of .. sea power." I The illustration of that theory 
was a succession of fleet engagements in the West lndin. 
always followed by a picking up of enemy's islands; and 
~~ the repeated efforts of the colonists in separate or 
JOlOt expeditions to conquer the neighboring Prench 
or Spanish territory. The final result was the destruc
tion of the French-American power and the serious weak
ening of the Spanish. 

In 1732 the charter of Georgia was a denial of the 
Spanish claims to Florida. By the treaty of 1763 France 
was pressed altogether out of the continent, yielding up 
to England that splendid region of the eastern part of 
~e ~ississippi Valley which the English coveted, and 
With It the St. Lawrence Valley. For the first time since 
the ,capture of Jamaica ... considerable area of Spanish 
territory was transferred to England by the cession of 

I 1Iahaa. bfl_, of SIG pt1IIJn .pore HiskJ? cbaJ-. iY-ftIL 
5 
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the Floridas. Louisiana to the west of the Mississippi, 
together with New Orleans, on the east bank, were al
lowed to pass to Spain. From that time to the Revolu
tion the only two North American powers were England 
and Spain, who substantially divided the continent be
tween them by the line of the Mississippi River.' 

During this period the English were not only acquiring 
but were parcelling out their new territory, It was 
always a serious question how Car west the coast colonies 
extended; some of them- Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
Virginia, the Carolinas-had bounds nominally reaching 
to the Pacific Ocean, To silence this controversy, in 
1763 a royal proclamation directed that the colonial 
governors should not exercise jurisdiction west of the 
heads of the rivers flowing into the Atlantic, leaving in 
a kind of territorial limbo thc region between the summit 
of the Appalachians and the Mississippi,' These nu
merous territorial grants gave rise to many internal con
troversies; but by the time of the Revolution most of the 
lines starting at the sea-coast and leading inward had been 
adjusted. 

The idea of territorial solidarity among the English 
colonies was disturbed by the addition of Nova Scotia 
and Quebec on the north. and East and West Florida 
on the south, Intercolonial jealousy was heightened in 
1774 by the Quebec act, under which the almost un
peopled region north of the Ohio River was added to the 
Prench-speaking province. When the Revolution broke 
out in 1775, that jealousy was reflected in the refusal of 
Quebec and Nova Scotia and the distant Floridas to join 
in it. Almost the first campaign of the war, however. 
showed the purpose of territorial enlargement, for in 
1775 the Arnold-Montgomery expedition to Canada vainly 
attempted to persuade the Frenchmen by force to enter 

'Cf. Hawanl, 
Vtln, ehap. l 

P~Ii"';MlU'US 01 IJu R.wlld;tnf (A •. Nalitm. 
'/bid., 129. 
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the union. Two years later George Rogers Clark lopped 
off the southern half of the British welitern country. The 
Southwest, into which settlers had begun to penetrate in 
1769, was, during the Revolution. laid hold of by the ad
venturous frontiersman; and in 178:1 the negotiato1'1l of 
Paris thought best to leave that, as well as the whole 
Northwest, in the hands of the new United States.' 

The result of the Revolutionary War was the entrance 
into the American continent of a third territorial power, 
the United States, which was divided into two nearly 
equal portions: between the sea and the mountains la.y the 
original thirteen states; between the mountains and the 
Mississippi was an area destined to be organized into 
separate states -and immediately opened (or settlement.' 
This destiny was solemnly announced by votes of Con
greS!> in 1780. and by the territorial ordinance of 1784, 
the land ordinance of 1785, and the Northwest Ordinance 
of 1787. which, taken together, were virtually a charter 
for the western country, very similar in import to the 
old colonial charters. I 

In this sketch of territorial development up to 1787 
may be seen the elements of a national policy and a 
national system: the territories were practically colonies 
and inchoate states, soon to be admitted into the Union; 
while the expansion of the national boundary during the 
war was a presage of future conquest and enlargement; 
and, considering the military and naval strength of Great 
Britain, the only direction in which annexation was likely 
was the southwest, Although the Federal Constitution 
of 1787 acknowledged the diflerenoe between states and 
territories only in general terms, and made no provision 
for the annexation of territory. the spirit and the reason
able implication of that instrument was that the Union 

'C/. Hart, Foundalimu 01 Am, Fomp Poli4:y, 18. 
I YcLaughlin. Ccmll'tkratioJl (1M C01&SI""'ilnI (Am, Nan., X) . 

chaps. vii. viii. 
• Texta in A",. Hisl. l.AafIns, No. J2. 
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might be and probably would be enlarged; 8Qtne writen 
at the time felt sure that republican government was 
applicable to large areas.' 

Hence it was neither unnatural nor unsuitable that the 
new nation should at once show a spirit of expansion: 
in 1795 and 1796 its boundaries were finally acknowl
edged by its southern and northern neighbors. Various 
wild schemes of invading Spanish territory were broached, 
but not tin 1803 was the question of the Mississippi fairly 
faced. Repeating the bold poticy of Louis XIV., Napoleon 
attempted to combine the military and colonial forces of 
Spain with those of France, in order to make head against 
Great Britain. As a preliminary, in 1800 he practically 
compeUed the cession of the fonner French province of 
Louisiana, and thereby revealed to the American people 
that it would be a menace to national prosperity to per
mit a powerful military nation to block the commerc~l 
outlet of the interior. Hence, when Napoleon changed hIS 
mind and offered the province to the United States in 
1803, there was nothing for the envoys, the President, ~e 
Senate, the House. and the people to do but to accept It 
as a piece of manifest destiny. The boundaries of the 
Union were thus extended to the Gulf and to the distant 
Rocky Mountains.' 

With a refinement of assurance the United States also 
claimed. and in 1814 forcibly occupied West Florida. In 
the same period began a purposeful movement for ex
tending the territory of the United States to the Pacific. 
Taking advantage of the discovery of the mouth of the 
Columbia River by an American ship in 1792, President 
Jefferson aent out a transcontinental expedition, under 
Lewis and Clark, which reached the Pacific in 1805. and 
thereby forged a second link in the American claims to 
Oregon. By this time the Spanish empire was in the 

I FMlnalin (Lodge ed.). No. 14· 

• Cf. CbuIniDc, '4".'0ftW. 51*'" (AM. NatWrt. XIl) • 
chap ..... 
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throes of colonial revolution. and in 1819 the Spanish 
government ceded East Florida and withdrew any claims 
to Oregon. Texas being left to Spain. 

This is a stirring decade, and it completely changed the 
territorial status of the United States. By 1819 the 
Atlantic coast all belonged to the United States. from the 
St. Croix River around Florida to the Sabine; the country 
was reaching out toward :\Iexico. and was building a 
bridge of solid territory across the continent. where, as 
all the world knew. far to the south of Oregon lay the 
harbor of San Francisco. the best haven on the Pacific 
coast. The bold conceptions of Jefferson and John 
Quincy Adams and their compeers included the com
mercial and political advantages of a Pacific front; 
and they were consciously preparing the way for the 
homes of unborn generations under the American 
flag. 

One result of the new position of the United States was 
to bring out sharply a territorial rivalry with Great 
Britain. The War of l.f1l2 had been an attempt to annex 
Canada, and after it was over a controversy as to the 
boundary between Maine and Nova Scotia kept the two 
countries harassed until its settlement in !l~.I2.' After 
that the rivalry for Oregon, which had been held in joint 
occupation since 1818. was ir.tensified. About 18]2 
immigration began in which the Americans outran the 
English: and it was fortunate for both countries that in 
1846 the disputed territory was divided by a fait com· 
promise line. the rorty·ninth paralleP l\ third territorial 
controversy was fought out within the limits of the Union 
itself. between the friends and opponents of the anneu
tion of Texas. in 1845,- This ""as the fint instance of an 
American colony planting itself within the acknowledged 
limits of another power, until it was strong enough to act 

• Garrison. w,.sItrortl ~Mt (AM. Nan-. XVII), chap ..... 
t Jbid .. chap. xi. • JIM .. chap. ft. 
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up for itself as an independent state and to ask for ad
miuion to the Union. 

The annexation of Texas inevitably led to a move
ment on California, which could be obtained only by ag
gressive "'ar upon Mexico. and ror connection with which 
the possession of New Mexico was also thought necesaary. 
Ever since J 820 explorers had been opening up the region 
between the Mississippi and the Pacific,' and it was known 
that there ~'ere several practicable roads to that distant 
coast.:! The annexation of California almost led the 
United States into a serious territorial adventure; for 
apparently nothing but the hasty treaty negotiated by 
Trist in 18 .. 8 stopped a movement for the annexation of 
the "'hole of Mexico.' The Gadsden Purchase of 18S3 
conveniently rounded out the cession of Ne~' Mexico and 
clo.ed this IICCOnd era of territorial expansion. 

The annexation of Texas was logical, and delayed only 
by the accidental connection with slavery; but the an
mution of Oregon and California added to thf' Union 
very distant posseuions, the settlement of which must 
have been slow but for the discovery of gold in California 
in 1848. At once a new set of territorial questions &role: 

the necessity of reaching California acrou the plains Jed 
to the organization of Nebraska and Kansu territories an 
1854, which convulsed the parties of the time: the move
ment across the Isthmus to California brought up the 
question of an interoceanic canal in a new light; the 
commercial footing on the Pacific led to a pressure which 
broke the &hell of Japanese exclusion in 18S4. Above all. 
these annexations brought before the nation two ques
tiona of constitutional law, which proved both difficult 
aDd disturbing: the issue o( slavery in the terri&oriea, 
which precipitated, if it did not cause, the Civil War. and 
the eventual status of territories which. from their aitua-

'Turner, NnIJ W .. " (A .... NoJimI. XIV), ",,-13'. 
, S- chap. iii, below 
, 8oune. £lIllY' i,. Histmeal CriticisM, NO·9· 
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tioo or their population. were not likely to become -. The third era of national expansion began in 186, with 
the purchase of Alaska.' which was wholly a penonal plan 
at ~ry Seward, in which the nation took very little 
interest; nor was the public aroused by Seward's more 
important scheme for annexing the Danish West India 
Islands and a. part of Santo Domingo; when the latter 
project was taken up in 1870 and pushed with unaccount
able energy by President Grant.' popular sentiment 
showed itseU plainly averse to annexing a country with 
a population wholly negro and little in accord with the 
American spirit. Por twenty-five years thereafter there 
was the same indisposition to annex territory that brought 
problems with it; and then the movement (or the an
nexation of Hawaii was headed off by President Clevelanri 
in 1893.' The Spanish War of 1~8 swept all these bar
riers away, and left the United States in possession of the 
Philippine Islands, a distant archipelago containing sc\'en 
and e half millions of Catholic Malays; of the island of 
Porto Rico. in the West Indies; of the Hawaiian group; 
of a responsible protectorate over Cuba; and. four years 
later, of the Panama strip, which may include the future 
Constantinople of the western world. 

In the whole territorial history of the country, never 
hu there been such a transition. The Philippines, which 
"Mr. Dooley" in 1898 thought might be canned goods, 
are now, according to the Supreme Court, in one sense 
"a part of the United States," yet not an organic part 
in financial or governmental or legal relations. The 
couat:ry, whicb from 18so to 1902 divided with Great 
Britain the responsibility for a Cuture Isthmian canal, ill 
now "making the dirt fly" in a canal strip which is \irtually 
Federal territory. China, which a few years ago waa one 

I Dunning, RUOMS'rwc'w.. (A .... NatiQ,.. XXII). chap x . 
• Ilrid 
• Dewey, .Va'iofwI Prob/ntu (.-\IIJ Natitnt, XXI\'). chap. ariii. 
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of the remotest parts of the earth. now lies but a few 
hundred miles from American possessions. The romantic 
era of annexations has gone by: the automobile trundles 
across the Great American Desert and stops for lunch at 
a railroad restaurant, and the South Sea Islands have lost 
their mystery since the trade-winds straighten out the 
American flag above some of those tiny land-spots. 

SYNOPSIS OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS, CHIEFLY 
MILITARY, IN THE HISTORY OF COLONIAl. 

AMERICA BETWEEN THE LANDING 
OF COLUMBUS, 1492, AND CHAM

PLAIN'S BATTLE WITH 
THE IROQUOIS, .609 

1492. Columbus discovers the western world. 
1497. John Cabot reaches the mainland of North 

America. 
1498. Columbus discovers the mainland of South 

America. 
1512. Ponce de Leon lands in Florida. 
1513. Balboa discovers the Pacific Ocean. 
1519. Entry of Conez into the City of Mexico. 
1521. Conquest of Mexico by Conez. 
J S3 1-33. Conquest of Peru by Pizarro. 
1534. Cartier's first voyage to the St. Lawrence. 
IS35-36. Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca .cr~s . the 

continent from nt:ar the mouth of the MISSISSIppI to 
Sinaloa in Mexico. 

1541. The expedition of De Soto reaches the Missis
sippi River. Coronado, coming from Mexico. reaches tbe 
interior, probably northeastern Kansas. 

156,. The Huguenots attempt a settlement on the coast 
of South Carolina. 

IS64. Huguenot settlement on the St. John's River in 
Florida. 
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1565. Founding of St. Augustine by the Spanish. 
1583. Sir Humphrey Gilbert takes possession of New

foundland in the name of Queen Elizabeth. 
1584. Raleigh's expedition to North Carolina. The 

region is named Virginia in honor of Queen Elizabeth. 
IS8S. Unsuccessful settlement by the English on 

Roanoke Island. 
1602. Bartholomew Gosnold attempts a settlement on 

the coast of Massachusetts. 
1606. James I. grants a patent to the London and 

Plymouth Companies. 
1607. Foundation of Jamestown. 
1608. Foundation of Quebec by the French. 
1609. Champlain, with Algonquin Indians, defeats 

Mohawks, of the Iroquois Confederacy, near Ticon
deroga. 
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A PIGHT FOR LIFE 

Tit. HUMrro Years' War Between Early Coltmisls attd 
the I ttdians 

EUROPEAN history makes much of the "Seven Years' 
War" and the "Thirty Years' War"; and when we 

think of a continuous national contest for even the least of 
those periods. there is something terrible in the picture. 
But the feeble English colonies in America. besides all 
the difficulties of pioneer life, had to sustain a warfare 
that lasted. with few intennissions, for about a hundred 
years. It was, moreover, a warfare against the most 
savage and stealthy enemies, gradually trained and rein· 
forced by the most fonnidable military skill of Europe. 
Without counting the early feuds, such as tbe Pequot 
War, there elapsed almost precisely a century from the 
accession of King Philip. in 1662, to the Peace of Paris, 
which nominally ended the last French and Indian War 
in 1763. During this whole period, with pacific intervals 
that sometimes lasted for years, the same essential con
test went on; the real question being, for the greater part 
of the time, whether France or England should control 
the continent. The description of this prolonged war 
may, therefore, well precede any general account of the 
colonial or provincial life in America. 

The early explorers of the Atlantic coast usually testify 
that they found the Indians a gentle, not a ferocious, 
people. They were as ready as could be expected to 
accept the friendship of the white racc. In almost every 
case of quarrel the white men were the immediate ag-., 
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gn.;ssors, and where they were attacked without seeming 
cause-as when Smith's Virginian colony was assailed by 
~he Indians in the first fortnight of its existence-there is 
good reason to think that the act of the Indians was in 
revenge for wrongs elsewhere. One of the first impulses 
of the early explorers was to kidnap natives for exhibition 
in Europe, in order to excite the curiosity of kings or the 
teal of priests; and even where these captives were re
stored unharmed, the distrust could not be remo\"ed. Add 
to this the acts of plunder, lust, or \"iolence, and there 
was plenty of provocation given from the very outset. 

The disposition to cheat and defraud the Indians has 
been much elCaggeratcd. at least as regards the English 
settlers. The early Spanish invaders made no pretence 
of buying one foot of land from the Indians. whereas the 
English often went through the fonn of purchase, and 
very commonly put in practice the reality. The Pilgrims. 
at the very beginning, took baskets of corn from an Indian 
grave to be used as seed. and paid for it afterward. The 
year after the Massuchusetts colony was founded the court 
decreed: "It is ordered that Josias Plastowe shal1 (for 
stealing four baskets of come from the Indians) retume 
them eight baskets againe, be fined five pounds, and hera
after called by the name of Josias. and not Mr., as for
me'rly he used to be." As a mere matter of policy, it was 
the general disposition of the English settlers to obtain 
lands by honest purchase; indeed, Governor Josiah Wins
low, of Plymouth. declared. in reference to King Philip's 
War, that "before these present troubles broke out the 
English did not possess one foot of land in this colony but 
what was fairly obtained by honest pUTChase of the Ind
ian proprietors." This policy was quite general. Cap
tain West. in 1610, bought the site of what is now Rich
mond, Virginia, for some copper. The Dutch Governor 
Minuit bought the island of Manhattan. in 1626, for sixty 
gilders. Lord Baltimore's company purchased land for 
cloth, tools, and trinkets; the Swedes obtained the site of 
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Christiania for a kettle; Roger Williams bought the island 
of Rhode Island for forty fathoms of white beads; and 
New Haven was sold to the whites, in 1638, for "twelve 
coats of English cloth. twelve alchemy spoons, twelve 
hoes, twel\'e hatchets, twelve porringers, twenty-four 
knives, and twenty-four cases of French knives and 
spoons." Many other such purchases will be (ound re
corded by Doctor Ellis. And though the price paid 
might often seem ludicrously small, yet we must remem
ber that a knife or a hatchet was really worth more to 
an Indian than many square miles of wild land; while 
even the beads were a substitute for wampum, or wom
porn. which was their circulating medium in dealing with 
each other and with the whites, and was worth, in 1660, 
five shillings a fathom. 

So far as the mere bargaining went, the Indians were not 
individually the sufferers in the early days; but we must re
member that behind all these transactions there often lay a 
theory which was as merciless as that of the Spanish "Requi
sition,"1 and which would. if logically carried out, have made 
all these bargainings' quite superfiuous. Increase Mather 
beg1ns his history of King Philip's War with this phrase, 
"That the Heathen People amongst whom we live, and 
whose Land the Lord God of our Fat.hers hath given to us 
for a rightful Possession "; and it was this attitude of hostile 
superiority that gave the sting to all the relations of the 
two races. If a quarrel rose, it was apt to be the white 
man's fault; and after it bad arisen, even the humaner 
Englishmen usually sided with their race, as when the 
peaceful Plymout.h men went t.o war in defence of the 
Weymouth reprobates. This fact, and the vague feeling 
that an irresistible pressure was displacing them, caused 
most of the early Indian outbreaks. And when hostilities 
had once arisen, it was very rare for a white man of Eng
lish birth to be found fighting against his own people, 

I Official order addressed to Spanish commanden autborizine: 
the convc-rsion, eOSlll.Yement. or slaughter of the natives. 
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altbough it grew more and more common to find Indiaru 
on both sides. 

As time went on each party learned from the other. In 
the early explorations, as of Champlain and Smith, we 
see the Indians terrified by their first sight of firearms. 
but soon becoming skilled in the use of them. "The 
King. with fortie Bovtmen to guard me," says Capt. John 
Smith, in 1608. II entreated me to discharge my Pistoll. 
which they there presented to me. with a mark at six
score to strike therewith; but to spoil the practise I broke 
the cocke, whereat they were much discontented." But 
writing more than twenty years later, in 1631. he says of 
the Virginia settlers, "The loving Salvages their kinde 
friends they trained up so well to shoot in a Peace [fowling
piece J to hunt and kill them fowle, they became more 
expert than our own countrymen." La Hontan, writing 
in 1703, says.of the successors of those against whom 
Champlain had first used firearms, "The Strength of the 
Iroquese lies in engaging with Fire Arms in a Forrest, for 
they shoot very dexterously." They learned also to make 
more skilful fortifications, and to keep a regular watch at 
night, which in the time of the early explorers they bad 
omitted. The same La Hontan says of the Iroquois, 
"They are as negligent in the night-time as they are vigi
lant in the day." 

But it is equally true that the English colonists learned 
much in the way of forest warfare from the Indians. The 
French carried their imitation so far that they often dis
guised themselves to resemble their allies, with paint, 
feathers, and all; it was sometimes impossible to tell in 
an attacking party which warriors were French and which 
were Indians. Without often going so far as this, the 
English colonists still modified their tactics. At first they 
seemed almost irresistible because of their armor and 
weapons. In the very first year of the Plymouth settle
ment, when report was brought that their friend Massasoit 
had been attacked by the Narrangansets, and a friendly 
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Indian had been killed, the colony sent ten anned. men, 
including Miles Standish, to the Indian town of ~am~ket 
(now Middleoorough) to rescue or r:venge their ~nend; 
and they succeeded in their enterpnse,. surrounding :he 
chief's house and frightening everyone In a large Indian 
villagc by two discharges of their muskets. 

But the heavy annor gradua Iy proved a doubtful ~d
vantage against a stealthy and light· footed foe: In SpIte 
of the superior physical strength of the Enghshman, he 
could not travel long distances through the woods or 
along the sands without lightening his weight. He 
learned also to fight from behind a tree, to f~l1O\~ a trail, 
to cover his body with hemlock ooughs for disgwse w~en 
scouting. .Captain Church states in his own narratJ~e 
that he learned from his Indian soldiers to march hIS 
men "thin and scattering" through the woods; that the 
English had previously, according to the Indians. "kept 
in a heap together, so that it was as easy to hit them as 
to hit a house." Even the advantage of fircanns in
volved the risk of being without ammunition, so that the 
Rhode Island COlony, by the code of laws adopted in 1647, 
required that every man between seventeen and .seve~ty 
should have a bow with {our arrows, and exerCise With 
them; and that each father should furnish every son 
from seven to sevcnteen years old with a bow, twO arrows, 
and shafts, and should bring them up to shooting. If this 
statute was violated a fine was imposed. which the father 
must pay for the son, the master for the servant. deduct
ing it in the latter case from his wages. 

Less satisfactory was the change by which the taking 
f)f scalps came to be a recognized part of colonial warfare. 
Hannah Dustin, who escaped from Indian captivity in 
1698, took ten scalps with her own hand. and was paid 
for them. Captain Ch';lrch, .undertaking his exj>edition 
against the eastem lndlans, In 1705, after the Deerfield 
massacre, announced that he had not hitherto permitted 
the scalping of .. Canada men," but should thenceforth 
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allow it. In q:n, when the Massachusetts colony sent 
an expedition against the village of "praying Indians." 
founded by Father Rasle. they offered for each scalp a 
oounty of £15, afterward increased to £100; and this 
inhumanity was so far carried out that the French priest 
himself was one of the \·ictims. Jeremiah Bumstead, of 
Boston, made this entry in his almanac in the same year' 
.. Aug. H, 28 Indian scalps brought to BOSlon. one of 
which was Bombazen's [an Indian chief) and one fryer 
Raile's." Two years after. the celebrated but inappro· 
priately named Captain Lovewell, the foremost Indian 
fighter of hi" region, came upon len Indians asleep round 
a pond. He and his men killed and scalped them all, and 
entered Dover, New Hampshire, bearing the tcn scalps 
stretched on hoops and elevated on poles. After receiving 
an ovation in Dover they went by water to Boston, and 
were paid a thousand pounds for their scalps. Yet Love
well's party was always accompanied by a chaplain, and 
had prayers every morning and evening. 

The most painful aspect of the whole practice lies in 
the fact that it was not confined to those actually en
gaged in fighting. but that the colonial authorities actually 
established a tariff of prices for scalps. including even 
non-combatants-sc much for a man's, so much for a 
woman's. so much for a child's. Doctor Ellis has lately 
pointed out the striking circumstance that whereas 
William Penn had declared the person of an I ndian to 
be "sacred," his grandson, in 1764. offered $134 for the 
scalp of an Indian man, $130 for that of a boy under ten, 
and $50 for that of a woman or girl. The habit doubtless 
began in the fury of retaliation, and was continued in 
order to conciliate Indian allies; and when bounties were 
offered to them, the white volunteers naturally claimed 
a share. But there is no doubt that Puritan theology 
helped the adoption of the practice. I t was partly be
cause the Indian was held to be something worse than 
a beast that he was treated with very little mercy. The 
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truth is that he was viewed as a fiend, and there could 
not be much scruple about using inhumanities against a 
dcmon. Cotton Mather calls Satan .. the old landlord" 
of the American wilderness, and says in his Magnaiia: 
"These Parts were then covered with Nations of Bar
barous Indians and Infidels, in whom the Prince of the 
Power of the Air did work as a Spirit; nor could it be ex
pected that Nations of Wretches whose whole religion was 
the most. Explicit sort .of Devil-Worship should not be 
acted by the devil to engage in some early and bloody 
Action for the Extinction of a Plantation so contrary to 
his Interests as that of New England was." 

Before the French influence began to be felt there was 
very little union on the part of the Indians, and each 
Colony adjusted its own relations with them. At the time 
of the frightful Indian massacre in the Virginia colony 
(March n, 16:u), when three hundred and forty-seven 
men, women. and children were murdered, the Plymouth 
colony was living in entire peace with its savage neigh
bors. "We have found the Indians," wrote Governor 
Winslow, "very faithful to their covenants of peace with 
us, very loving and willing to pleasure us. We go with 
them in somc cases fifty miles into the country, and walk 
as safely and peacefully in the woods as in the highways 
of England." The treaty with Massasoit lasted for more 
than fifty years, and the first bloodshed between the Plym
outh men and the Indians was incurred in the protection 
of the colony of Weymouth. which had brought trouble 
on itself in 1623. The Connecticut settlements had far 
more difficulty with the Indians than those in Massa
chusetts. but the severe punishment inflicted on the 
Pequots in 1637 quieted the savages for a long time. In 
that fight a village of seventy wigwams was destroyed by 
a force of ninety white men and several hundred friendly 
Indians; and Captain Underhill, the second in command. 
has left a quaint delineation of the attack. 

There was a period resembling peace in the eastern 
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COI?n.i~ fo~ ~e:arly forty rears after the Pequot War, 
while In VITglma there were renewed massacres in 1644 
and 1656. But the first organized Indian outbreak be
gan with the conspiracy of King Philip in 1675, although 
the seeds had been sown before that chief succeeded to 
power in 166:. In that rear 'Wamsutta, or Alexander 
Philip's brother-both being sons of Massasoit ha\'in~ 
fallen under some suspicion, was either compelled or per
suaded by Major Josiah Winslow, aften\'ards the first 
native-born Governor of Plymouth, to visit that settle
ment. The Indjan came with his whole train of warriors 
and women, including his queen, the celebrated" squaw 
sachem" Weetamo, and they stayed at Winslow's house. 
H~re the chief fell ill. The day was very hot, and though 
WmsJow offered his horse to the chief, it was refused, 
because there was none for his squaw or the other women. 
He was sent home because of illness, and died before he 
got half-way there. This is the story as told by Hubbard, 
but not altogether confirmed by other authorities. If 
true, it is interesting as oonfinning the theory of that 
careful student, Lucien Carr, that the early position of 
'A·omeu. ~ong the Indians \\d.S higher than has been gen
erally behe\'ed. It is pretty certain, at any rate, that 
Alexander's widow, W-eetamo, believed her husband to 
have been poisoned by the English, and she ultimately 
sided with Philip when the war broke out, and apparently 
led him and other Indians to the same view as to the 
poisoning. It is evident that from the time of Philip's 
accession to authority. whatever he may have claimed. 
his mind was turned more and more against the English. 

It is now doubted whether the war known as King 
Philip's War was the result of such deliberate and or
ganized action as was formerly supposed, but about the 
fonnidable strength of the outbreak there can be no ques
tion. It began in June, r675; Philip was killed August 
n, r676, and the war was prolonged at the eastward for 
nearly two years after his death. Ten or tweh'e Puritan 
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towns were utterly destroyed. many more damaged, and 
five or six hundred men were killed or missing. The war 
cost the colonists boo,ooo. and the Plymouth colony 
was left under a debt exceeding the whole valuation of its 
property-a debt ultimately paid, both principal and in
terest. On the "ther hand, the war tested and cemented 
the league founded. in 1643 between four colonies-Massa
chusetts, Plymouth. New Haven, and Connec:ticut
against the Indians and Dutch, while this prepared the 
way m':)re and more for the extensive combinations that 
came after. In this e:uly war, as the Indians had no 
French allies, so the English had few I ndian allies, and 
it was less complex than the Inter contests, and so far less 
formidable. But it was the first real experience on the 
part of the eastern colonists of all the peculiar horrors of 
Indian warfare-the stealthy approach. the abused hos· 
pitality, the early morning assault. the maimed cattle, 
tortured prisoners. slain infants. AU the terrors that 
lately attached to a frontier attack of Apaches or C0-
manches belonged to the daily life of settlers in ~ew 
England and Virginia for mtLnr years, with one vast dif· 
ference, arising from the total absence in those early days 
of any personal violence or insult to women. Ry the 
general agreement of witne:scs from all nations, includ
ing the women captives themselves, this crowning crime 
was then wholly absent, The once famous .. white 
woman," Mary Jemison, who was taken prisoner by the 
Senecas at ten years old, in 1 743-who lived in that tribe 
all her life, survived two Indian husbands. and at last 
died at ninety-always testified that she had never re
ceived an insult from an Indian, and had never known 
of a captive's receiving any. She added that she had 
known few instances in the tribe of conjugaJ immorality, 
although she lived to see it demoralized and ruined by 
strong drink. 

The English colonists seem never to have inflicted on 
the Indians any cruelty resqiting from sensual vices, but 
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of barbarity of another kind there was plenty, for it was 
a cruel age. When the Narraganset fort was taken by 
the English, December '9. ,675. the wigwams within the 
fort were all set on fire, against the earnest entreaty of 
Captain Church; and it was thought that morc than one· 
half the English loss~which amounted to several hWl· 
dred·-might. have been saved had there been any shelter 
for their m."n wounded on that cold night. This, how· 
ever, was a question of military necessity; but the true 
spirit of the age was seen in the punishments inflicted 
after the war was over. The heads of Philip's chief fol· 
lowers were cut off, though Captain Church, their captor, 
had promised to spare their lives; and Philip himself was 
beheaded and quartered by Chu,rch's order, since he was 
regarded, curiously enough, as a rebel against Charles the 
Second, and this was the state punishment for treason. 
Another avowed reason was, that" as he had caused many 
an Englishman's body to lye unburied," not one of his 
bones should be placed under ground. The head was set 
upon a pole in Plymouth, where it remained for more 
than twenty·four years. Yet when we remember that 
the beads of alleged traitors were exposed in London at 
Temple Bar for nearly a century 10nger~ti1l 177'l at 
least-it is unjust to infer [rom this course any such 
fiendish cruelty as it would now imply. It is necessary 
to extend the same charity. however hard it may be, to 
tbe selling of Philip's wife and little son into Slavery at 
the Bermudas' and here, as bas been seen, the clergy were 
consulted and'the Old Testament called into requisition. 

While these events were passing in the eastern settle
ments there were Indian outbreaks in Virginia, resulting 
in war among the white settlers themselves. The colony 
was, for various reasons, discontented; it was gTeatly 
oppressed, and a series of Indian murders bro~ght the 
troubles to a climax. The policy pursued agalOst the 
Indians was severe. and yet there was no proper protec
tion afforded by the government; war was declared ,. 
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against them in 1676, and then the [orees sent out were 
suddenly disbanded by the governor, Berkeley. At last 
tbere was a popular rebellion. which included almost 
all the civil and military officers of the colony, and the 
rebellious pany put Nathaniel Bacon, Jr., a recently 
arrived but very popular planter, at their head. He 
marched with five hundred men against the Tndians, but 
was prOClaimed a traitor by the governor, whom Bacon 
proclaimed a traitor in return. The war with the savages 
became by degrees quite secondary to the internal can· 
tests among the English, in the course or which Bacon 
took and burned Jamestown, beginning, it is said, with 
his own bouse; but he died soon after. The insurrection 
was suppressed, and the Indians were finally quieted by 
a treaty. 

Into all the Tndian wars after King Philip's death two 
nationalities besides the Indian and English entered in 
an important way. These were the Dutch and the French. 
It was the Dutch who, soon after 1614. first sold firearms 
to the Indians in defiance of their Own laws, and by this 
means greatly increased the horrors of the fndian war· 
fare. On the other hand, the Dutch, because of the close 
friendship they established wit.h the Five Nations. com· 
monly called the Iroquois. did to the English colonists, 
though unintentionally, a service so great that the whole 
issue of the prolonged war may have turned upon it. 
Tbese tribes, the Cayugas, Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas. 
and Senecas-afterward joined by the Tuscaroras-held 
the key to the continent. Occupying the greater part of 
wbat is now tbe State of New York, they virtually ruled 
the country from the Atlantic to the Mississippi and from 
the Great Lakes to the Savannah River. They were from 
the first treated with great consideration by the Dutch, 
and they remained. with brief intervals of war, their firm 
friends. One war, indeed. there wa.'> under the injudi· 
cious management of Governor Kieft, lasting from r640 to 
1643'; and this came near involving the English colonies, 
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while it caused tbe death of sixteen hundred Indians, fint 
or last, seven hundred of these being massacred under 
the borrowed Puritan leader Captain Underhill. But 
this made no pennanent interruption to the alliance be
tween the Iroquois and the Dutch. 

When New Net.herlands yielded to the English, the same 
aUiance was retained, and to this we probably owe the 
preservation of the colonies, their union against England, 
and the very existence of the present American nation. 
Yet t.he first. English governor, Colden, has left on record 
the complaint of an Indian chief, who said that. they very 
soon felt the difference between the two alliances. 
"When the Dutch held this country," he said, "we lay 
in out houses, but t.he English have always made us lie 
out-of.·dOOR ... 

But if the Dutch were thus an important factor in the 
Indian wan, the French became almost t.he controlling 
inftuence on the other side. Except. for the strip of Eng
lish colonies along the sea-shore. the North American con
tinent north of Mexico was French. This was not the 
result of accident or of the greater energy of that nation, 
but of a systematic policy, beginning with Champlain 
and never abandoned by his successors. This plan was, 
as admirably stated by Parkman. "to in8uence Indian 
ceunsels, to hold the balance of power between adverse 
tribes. to envelop in the net-work of French power and 
diplomacy the remotest hordes of the ,,;Idemess." With 
this was combined a love of exploration 50 great that it 
was hard to say which assisted the most in spreading their 
dominion-relig;on. the love of adventure, diplomatic 
skill, or military talent. These between them gave the 
interior of the continent to the French. One of the New 
York governon wrote home that if the French were to 
hold all that they had diRCo,·cred, England would not 
have a hundred miles from thf' spa anywhere, 
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CHAMPLAIN'S BATTLE "·ITH THE IROQUOIS 

By Rnbea CoJd T1nwutJ, LL.D. 

From t.he time of the rest01'1ltion of New F~ce (16~2) 
till the final catastrophe of 1759, Canada remamed unm
tenu ted1y French; and from t.he tide-~ater of the St. 
Law!nce as a base, French trade"" soldiers, and settlers 
(hobuu"U) spread westward. north~. and eventually 
sout.hward. In the year of t~e ~to",:tlon pro.bably not 

h ndred and eighty of Its mhabitants might prop-
over aUf 'li 
erly be called settlers, wit.h perhaps a e:r &core nu tary 

f and visiting commeTCtal a(h'enturers. men sea arers. .. 
The 'majority of residents, of course, centred at Quebec, 
with a few at the outlying trading-posts of T~doussac 

h east Three Rivc", on the west, and the anter\'en
~: t h:mle~ of Beaupr~, 8eauport. and Isle d'Orlean.s. A: the same time the Engli~h and Dutch settlements ID 
V· " the Middle Colonies, and Massachusetts had 

lI'llma, Ia 'f fi probably amassed an aggregate popu lion 0 twenty- ve 
th nd-for between the yean 1627 and 1637 upward 
of o~:enty thousand settlers emigrated thither fro?t 

E While the English government was engaged In 
urope. . _--I • I ' 

efforts to repress the migrallon tow ...... Its own co on~es, 
th tmost endeavors of the powerful French companies, 
th~; arguments reinforced by bounties, could not indw:e 
more than a few home-loving Frenchmen to try then 
fortunes amid the rigors of the New World. 

W·th aU his tact, Champlain had committed one act 
of i;discretion, the effects of which w~re left as an i.U
fated legacy to the little colony ~hlch he .ot~ 
nursed so wetl. Seeking to please hlS Algoaqwan neigh
bors upon the St. Lawrence, and at the time eager to 
explore the country, the commandant, with two of his 

en.at-arms accompanied (16091 one of their frequent 
:u.-parties ~nst the confederated Iroquois, who lived, 
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for t.he most part. in N'ew York st.at.e and northeastern 
Pennsylvania. Meeting a bostile band of two hundred 
and fift.y warriors near where Fort Ticonderoga was after
ward constructed. Champlain and his white attendants 
easily routed the enemy by means of fireanns, with which 
the interior savages were as yet unacquainted. ' His 
success in this direction was, through the unfortunate 
importunity of his allies, repeated in 1610; but five years 
later, when he invaded the I roquois cantonments in the 
company of a large body of Huron, whose country to the 
east of Lake Huron he had been visiting that summer, 
the tribesmen to the southeast of Lake Ontario were 
found to have lost much of their fear for white men's 
weapons, and the invaders retreated in some disorder. 

The results were highly disastrous both to the H uron 
and the French. The former were year by year merci
lessly harried by the bloodthirsty I roquois, until in 1649 

I "The shot from Champlain'. arqueblU had detennined the 
part. that was to be played in the approaching oonmct by the 
most powerful military forc:e among the indians of ~ort.h Amer
ica. it had made the oonfedemcy of the Iroquois and all ita 
nations and dependencies the implacable enemies of the French 
and the fast friends of the English for all the long atruggle: thnt 
was to oome." [Thi.o; quotation is from Senator Elihu Root.'s 
e:\oquent. address at. the Chaml)lain tercentenary celebration in 
' 009, Influential as Champlain'S act. proved to be. it is well to 
remember that it was the Dutch treatment of the Iroquois that 
gained the latter'. (riendship for the: English, the: sueor:ssofS of 
the DutCh, and also that the Iroquois. as Doctor ThwaitCiS points 
out in his FraNC. ill Affl"!&a, did in subsequent yeaf"$ negotiateo 
with the French. But the historic consequenc:e of Champlain's act 
is of oourse obvious, a lthough. it is not. necessary to acc:ept unre
servffily one tercentenary dictum to the ~fteet that "f'e:w 
decisive battles from Marathon to Waterloo had large:r oonse· 
quenc:es." Cartier 's linn voyage to the St. Lnwrente decided the 
immediate association of the French with their Algonquinn neigh. 
bors. It would ha\·e been impobSible for the:m to be friends of 
both Algonquians and i roquois. The: ooflllCiquenteS of immediate 
and prolonged hostility on the part. o( the Algonquians im'ite 
curious speculation.-{EDITOa ] 
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they were driven from their homes. and in the frenzy of 
fear Bed first to the islands of Lake Huron, then to 
Mackinac and Sault Ste. Marie. finally to the southern 
shores of Lake Superior. and deep \\;thin the dark pine 
forests of northern Wisconsin. In the destruction of 
Huronia. several Jeswt missionaries suffered torture and 
death. 

As for the squalid little French settlements at Three 
Rivers. Quebe<:. and Tadoussac. they soon felt the wrath 
of the Iroquois. who were the fiercest and best-trained 
fighters among the savages of North America. Almost 
annually the war-parties of this dread foe raided the 
lands of the king. not infrequently appearing in force 
before the sharp-pointed palisades of New France. over 
which were waged bloody battles for supremacy. For
tunately logs could tum back a primitive enemy unarmed 
with cannon; but not infrequently outlying parties of 
Frenchmen had sorry experiences with the stealthy foc. 
of whose approach through the tapgled forest they bad 
no warning. Champlain's closing years were much sad
dened by these merciless assaults which he had unwit· 
tingly invited; in the decade after his death the opera
tions of his successors were largely hampered thereby. 
Montreal. founded by religious enthusiasts in 164a. dur
ing its earliest years served as a buffer colony. in the 
direction of the avenging tribesmen. and supped to the 
dregs the cup of border turmoil. 

Not only were Frenchmen obliged to huddle within 
their defences. but far and near their Indian allies were 
swept froID the earth. The Iroquois practically destroyed 
the Algonquin tribes between Quebec and the Saguenay. 
as well as the Algonquins of the Ottawa, the Huron. and 
the Petun and Neutrals of the Niagara district. The fur· 
trade of New France was for a long period almost wholly 
destroyed. English and Dutch rivals to the south were 
friendly to the Iroquois. furnished them cheap goods and 
abundant firearms and ammunition. and egged them on 
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in their northern forays; while toward the Mississippi, 
and south of the Great Lakes. Iroquois raiders terrorized 
those tribes which dared to entertain trade relati ons with 
the French. 

In 1646, however, the blood-stained confederates, after 
nearly a hal£-ccntury of opposition, consented to a peace 
which lasted spasmodically for almost twenty years; 
until in 1665 the French government found itself strong 
enough to threaten the chastisement of the New York 
tribesmen, and thereafter the Iroquois opposition, while 
not altogether quelled, was of a far less threatening 
character. 

SYNOPSIS OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS, CHIEFLY 
MILITARV, BETWEE)I CHAMPLAIN'S BAT

TLE WITH THE IROQUOIS, ,6"9, 
AND THE CONQUEST OF TIlE 

PEQUOTS, ,631 

1601}. Henry Hudson ascends the Hudson River. 
1610. Henry Hudson explores Hudson Bay. 
1614. The Dutch erect a Fort. on Manhattan Island. 
1619. A colonial assembly is convened at Jamestown. 

Negro slavery is introduced into Virginia. 
1620. Landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth. 
1622. The Dutch West India Company take possession 

of New Netherlands. Indian massacre in Virginia . 
1623. Settlement of New Hampshire. 
1624. Dissolution of the London Company. Virginia 

becomes a Crown Colony. 
1626. The Dutch purchase Manhattan Island from the 

Indians. 
1628. Settlement of Salem by the Massachusetts Bay 

Company. 
1629. The English take Quebec. 
1630. Foundation of Boston. 

30 

I 
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1631. Settlement of Maryland by Clayborne. 
1632. Canada is restored to France by England . Lord 

Baltimore receives a charter for a colony in Maryland . 
1634. Settlement of St. Mary's, Maryland, by Cah·crt. 
1634-36. Settlement of Connecticut by the English. 

Settlement of Rhode Island by Roger Williams. 
1636. Foundation of Harvard College. 
1637. Conquest of the Pequots by the New England 

colonists. 
, 
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THE CONQUEST OF THE PEQUOTS, 1637 

IN 1636 the Massachusetts colony, under Vane's ad· 
ministration, became involved in new troubles-a vio

lent intemal controversy and a dangerous Indian war. 
The most powerful native tribes of New England were 
concentrated in the neighborhood of Narrangansett Bay. 
The Wampanoags,or Pocanokets, were on the cast side of 
that bay v.;thin the limits of the Plymouth patent, and the 
Narragansets. a more powerful confederacy, on the west 
side. Still morc numerous and more powerful were the 
Pequots, whose chief scats were on or ncar Pequot Ri ver. 
now the Thames, but whose authority extended over 
twenty-six pett.y tribes, along both shores of the Sound to 
the Connecticut River, and even beyond it. a lmost or qui te 
to the Hudson. In what. is now the northeast comer of the 
State of Connecticut dwelt n smaller tribe, the enemies, 
perhaps the revolted subjects, of the Pequots, known to 
the colonists 35 Mohegans-an appropriation of a general 
name properly including all the Indians along the shores 
of Long Island Sound as far west 35 the Hudson, and even 
the tribes beyond that river, known afterward to the Eng· 
lish 35 the Delawarcs. The Indians about. Massachusetts 
Bay, supposed to have been fonncrly quite numerous. 
had almost died out before the arrival of the colonists, and 
the smallpox had since proved very fatal among the few 
that remained. Some tribes of no great. consideration
the Nipmucks. the Wachusetts. the Nashaways-dwelt 
among the in terior hiils, and others. known collectively 
to the colonists as the River Indians. fished at the falls of 
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the Connecticut, and cultivated little patches of its rich 
all uvial meadows. The lower Merrimac. the Piscataqua , 
and their branches were occupied by the t.ribes of a con· 
siderable confederacy, t.hat. of Penacook. or Pawtucket, 
whose chief sachem, Passaconaway. W35 reported to be 
a great magJclan The interior of New Hampshire and 
of what is now Vennont seems to have been an unin· 
habited wilderness. The tribes eastward of the Piscataqua, 
known to the English b}' the general name of Tarenteens, 
ann reputed to be numerous and powerful. were dis
tinguished by the ri"ers on which they dwelt. They seem 
to have constituted two. principal confederacies, those 
east of the Kcnnebec being known to thc French of Acadie 
as the Abenakis. All the New England Indians spoke 
substantially the same language, the Algonquin, in vari
ous dialects. From the nature of the country, they were 
more stationary than some other tribes, being fixed prin
cipally at the falls of the rivers. They seem to have en
tertained very decided ideas of fhe hereditary descent of 
authority. and of personal devotion to their chiefs. What 
might have been at this time the total Indian population 
of New England it is not very easy to conjecture: but it 
was certainly mueh less than is commonly stated. Fifteen 
or twenty thousand would seem to be a sufficient allow
ance for the region SQuth of the Piscataqua, and as many 
more, perhaps, for the more easterly district, The Pc-
quots. esteemed the most powerful tribe in New England, 
were totally ruin(.'(), as we shall presently see. by the 
destruction or capture of hardly more than a thousand 
persons. 

T he provocation for this ex.terminating war was ex· 
tremc1y small. Previous to the ~t assachusetts migra
tion to the Connecticut, one Captain Stone, the drunken 
and dissolute master of a small trading vessel from Vir
ginia, whom the P lymouth people charged with having 
been engaged at Manhattan in a piratical plot to seize 
one of their vessels, having been sent away from Boston 
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with orders not to return \\;thout leave, under pain of 
death, on his way homeward to Virginia, in 1634, had en
tered the Connecticut River, where he was cut off, with 
his whole company, seven in number, by a band of 
Pequots. There were various stories, none of them au
thentic, as to the precise manner of his death, but the 
Pequots insisted that he had been the aggressor-a thing 
in itself sufficiently probable. As Stone belonged to Vir
ginia, the magistrates of Massachusetts wrote to Governor 
Harvey to move him to stir in the matter. Van Cuyler, 
the Dutch commissary at Fon Good Hope, in fact re
venged Stone's death by the execution of a sachem and 
several others. This offended the Pequots, who re
nounced any funher traffic with the Dutch, and sent 
messengers to Boston desiring an intercourse of trade, and 
assistance to settle their pending difficulties with the 
Narragansets, who intervened between them and the 
English settlements. They even promised to give up-at 
least 10 the magistrates understoOO them-the only two 
survivors, as they alleged, of those concerned in the death 
of Stone_ These offers were accepted; for the conven
ience of this traffic a peace was negotiated between the 
Pequots and the Narragansets. and a vessel was presently 
sent to open a trade. But this traffic disappointed the 
adventurers; nor were the promised culprits given up. 
The Pequots. according to the Indian custom, tendered, 
instead, a present of furs and wampum. But this was 
refused. the colonists seeming to think themselves under 
a religious obligation to avenge blood with blood. 

Thus matters remained for a year or two, when, in 
July, 1636, the crew of a small bark, returning from Con
necticut, saw close to Block Island a pinnace at anchor. 
and fuJI of Indians. This pinnace was recognized as be
longing to Oldham. the Indian trader, the old settler at 
Nantasket, and explorer of the Connecticut. Conjectur
ing that something must be wrong, the bark approached. 
the pinnace and hailed., whereupon the Indians on board 
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slipped. the cable and made sail. The bark gave chase, 
and soon overtook the pinnace; some of the Indians 
jumped overboard in their fright. and were dro\\-'T1ed; 
several were killed, and one was made prisoner. The 
dead body of Oldham was found on board, covered ..... ith 
an old seine. This murder. as appeared from the testi
mony of the prisoner, who was presently sentenced by the 
Massachusetts magistrates to be a slave for life, was 
committed at the instigation of some Narraganset chiefs. 
upon whom Block Island was dependent. in revenge 
for the trade which Oldham had commenced under the 
late treaty with the Pequots, their enemies. Indeed, all 
the Narraganset chiefs, except the head sachem, Canoni
cus, and his nephew and colleague. Miantonimoh, were 
believed to have had a hand in this matter. especially the 
chieftain of the Niantics. a branch of the ~arragansets, 
inhabiting the continent opposite Block Island. 

Canonicus, in great alann. sent to his friend and neigh
bor, Roger Williams, by whose aid he wrote a letter to 
the Massachusetts magistrates, expressing his grief at 
what had happened, and stating that Miantonimoh had 
sailed aJready \\;lh seventeen canoes and two hundred 
warriors to punish the Block Islanders. With this letter 
were sent two Indians. late sailors on board Oldham's 
pinnace, and presently aft.er two English bors, the re
mainder of his crew. In the recapture of Oldham's pin
nr.ce eleven Indians had been killed, several of them 
chiefs; and that, \\;th the restoration of the crew. seems 
to have been esteemed by Canonicus a sufficient atone
ment for Oldham's death. But the magistrates and min
isten of Massachusetts, assembled to take this matter 
into consideration. thought othen-;se. Volunteers .·ere 
called for in August, 1636; and four companies, ninety 
men in all. commanded by Endicott, whose submissive
ness in Williams' affair had restored him to favor, were 
embarked in three pinnaces, .;th orders to put to death 
all the men of Block Island, and to I1l.8:ke tff;W9gt~.and 
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children prisoners. The old affair of the death of Stone 
was now also called to mind. though the murder of Old
ham had no connection with it. except in some distant 
similarity of circumstances. Endicott was instructed, on 
his return from Block Island. to go to the Pequots, and to 
demand of them the murderers of Stone, and a thousand 
fathoms of wampum for damages-equivalent to from 
three to five thousand dollars-also, some of their chil
dren as hostages; and. if they refused. to employ force. 

The Block Islanders Red inland. hid t.hemselves. and 
escaped; but Endicott burned their wigwams. staved 
their eanoes. and destroyed t.heir standing com. He 
then sailed to Fort Saybrook. at the mout.h of the Connect
icut. and marched t.hence to Pequot. River. After some 
parley. the Indiana refused his demands. when he burned 
their village and killed one of their warriors. Marching 
back to the Connecticut River. he inflicted like vengeance 
on the Pequot village there. whence he returned to Boston, 
after a three weeks' absence and without the loa of a 
man. 

The Pequots. enraged at what they esteemed a treach
erous and unprovoked attack, lurked about Fort Say
brook, killed or took &everal persons, and did consider
able mischief. They sent. also. to the Narraganse18 to 
engage their alliance against the colonists. whom they 
npresented as the common enemy of all the Indians. 
Williams, infonned of this negotiation, sent word of it to 
the Massachusetts magistrates. and. at their request. he 
visited Canonicus, to dissuade him from joining the Pe
quots. This misaion was not without danger. In the 
wigwam of Canonicus. Williams encountered the Pequot 
messengers. full of rage and fury. He succeeded. how
ever, in his object. and, in October. Miantonimoh was in
duced to visit Boston. where. being received with much 
ceremony by the governor and magistrates. he agreed to 
act with them as a faithful ally. Canonicus thought it 
would be necessary to attack the Pequots with a very 
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large force; but he recommended, as a thing likely to be 
agreeable to all the Indians-so Williams infonna us
tbat the women and children should be spared. a humane 
piece of advice which received in the end but little 
attention. 

The policy of this war. or. at least. the wisdom of En
dicott's conduct, was not universally conceded. A letter 
from Plymouth reproached the lIassachusetts magistrates 
",;th the dangers likely to arise from so inefficient an at
tack upon the Pequots. Gardiner. the commandant at 
Fort Saybrook. who lost several men during the winter. 
was equally dissat.isfied The new settlers up t~e Con
necticut complained bitterly of the dangers to which they 
were exposed. Sequecn. the same Indian chief '7 whose 
invitation the Plymouth people bad first estabhahed a 
trading-house on the Connecticut River. had granted land 
to the planters at Wethersfield on condition that he might 
settle near them, and be protected; but when he came 
and built his wigwam. they had dri\'en h!m ~way. He 
took this opportunity for revenge by calhng m the Pe
quota, who attacked the town. and killed nine of the in
habitants. The whole number killed by the Pequots 
during the winter was about thirty. 

In December a special session of the General Court of 
Massachusetts organized the militia into three regiments. 
the magistrates to appoint the field officers-caJled ser
geant-ma;on-and to select the captains and lieutenants 
out of a nomination to be made by the companies re
spectively. Watches were ordcred to be kept, and 
travellers were to go anned .. 

The new towna on the Connecticut had continued to 
suffer during the winter. The attack on Wethenfield 
has been mentioned already. Fort Saybrook was be
leaguered; several coloniats were killed, and two yaunl 
girls wen taken prisoners, but were presently redeemed 
and sent home by some Dutch traders. It had been re
IOh'OO in Massachusetts to raise a hundred and sixty men 
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for the war. and already Underhill had been sent, with 
twenty men. to reinforce Fort Saybrook; but. during 
Vane', administration. these preparations had been re
tarderi-not from any misgivings as to the justice of the 
war, but because the army "was too much under a 
covenant of works." The expedition was now got ready, 
and. by a .. solemn public invocation of the word of 
God," a leader was designated by lot from among three 
of the magistrates set apart for that purpose. The lot 
fell on Stoughton, whose adherence to the orthodox party 
during the late dissensions had restored him to favor, and 
obtained for him, at the late election, one of the vacant 
magistrates' seats. Wilson was also designated by lot 
as chaplain to the expedition. The people of Plymouth 
agreed to furnish forty-five men. 

The decisive battle. however, had been already fought. 
The Connecticut towns. impatient of delay, having ob
tained the alliance of Uncas. sachem of the Mohegans. 
had marched. to the number of ninety men. almost their 
entire effective force. under the command of John Mason. 
bred a soldier in the Netherlands, whom Hooker, on May 
10. with prayers and religious ceremonies. solemnly in
vested with the staff of command. After a night spent 
in p~er. this little anny, joined by Uncas with sixty 
Indians. and accompanied by Stone, Hooker's colleague. 
as chaplain. embarked at Hartford. They were not with
out great doubts as to their Indian aUies. but were re
assured at Fort Saybrook. While Stone was praying" for 
one pledge of love. that may confirm us of the fidelity of 
the Indians." these allies came in with five Pequot scalps 
and a prisoner. Underhill joined with his twenty men, 
and the united forces proceeded by water to Narragan
sett Bay. where they spent Sunday, May 21. in religious 
exercises. They were further strengthened by Mian
tonimoh and two hundred Narraganset warriors: but the 
English force seemed so inadequate that many of the 
Narragansets became discouraged and returned home. 
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The Pequots were principally collected a few miles 
east of Pequot River, now the Thames. in two forts. or 
villages. fortified ,.,;th trees and brushwood. After a fa
tiguing march of two days. Mason reached one of these 
strongholds. situated on a high hill, at no great distance 
from the sea-shore. He encamped a few hOUTS to rest 
his men. but marehed again before daybreak. and at 
early dawn approached the fort. The Pequots had seen 
the vessels pass along the sea-shore toward the bay of 
Narragansett, and. supposing the hostile forces afraid to 
attack them, they had spent the night in feasting and 
dancing. and Mason could hear their shoutings in his 
camp. Toward morning they sunk into a deep sleep. 
(rom which thcy werc roused by the barking of their 
dogs. as the colonists. in two parties. approached the fort, 
one led by Mason, the other by Underhill, both of whom 
have left us narrati\'CS of the battle, The assailant.a 
poured in a fire of musketry, and, after a moment's hesi
tation. forced their way into the fort. Within were 
thickly clustered wigwams containing the families of the 
Indians. and what remained of their winter stores. The 
astonished Pequots seized their weapons and fought with 
desperation; but what could their clubs and arrows avail 
against the muskets and plate-armor of the colonists? 
Yet there was danger in the great superiority of their 
numbers, and Mason, crying out "we must burn them," 
thrust a firebrand among the mats with which the wig
wams were covered. A1most in a moment the fort was 
in a blaze. The colonists, .. bereaved of pity and with
out compassion," so Underhill himself declares, kept up 
the fight within the fort, while their Jndian allies, fonn
ing a circle around. struck down every Pequot who at
tempted to escape. No quarter was given, no mercy 
was shown; some hundreds. not warriors only, but old 
men, women, and children, perished by the weapons of the 
colonists. or in the ftames of the burning fort. .. Great 
and dolefu]," says Underhill ... was the bloody sight to 
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the view of young soldiers, to see so many souls lie gasp
ing on the ground, so thick you could hardly pass along." 
The fact. that only seven prisoners were taken, while 
Mason boasts that only seven others escaped, evinces the 
unrelenting character of this massacre, which was accom
plished with but triAing loss, only two of the colonists 
being killed, and sixteen or twenty wounded. Yet the 
victors were not without embarrassments. The morn
ing was hot, there was no water to be had, and the men, 
exhausted by their long march the two days before. the 
weight of their annor, want of sleep. and the sharpness 
of the late action, must now encounter a new body of 
PeqUOts from the other village, who had taken the alann. 
and were fast approaching. Mason. with a sete<:t party. 
kept this new enemy at bay, and thus gave time to the 
main body to push on for Pequot River, into which some 
vessels had just been seen to enter. When the 1 ndians 
approached the hill where their fort had stood, at sight 
of their ruined habitations and slaughtered companions 
they burst out into a transport of rage. stamped on the 
ground. tore their hair, and, regardless of everything 
save revenge, rushed furious in pursuit. But the dreaded 
6reanns soon checked them. and Mason easily made 
good his retreat to Pequot harbor. now New London. 
where he found not only his own vessels, but Captain Pat
rick also, just arrived in a bark from Boston. with forty 
men. Mason sent the wounded and most of hil forces 
by water. but, in consequence of Patrick's refusal to tend 
his ship. was obliged to march himself, with twenty men, 
followed by Pat.rick. to Fort Saybrook, where his victory 
was greeted hy a salvo of cannon. 

In about a fortnight Stoughton arrived at Saybrook 
with the main body of the Massachusetts forces. Mason. 
with fony Connecticut soldiers and a large body of Nar
ragansets. joined. also in pursuing the remnants of the 
enemy. The Pequots had abandoned their country. or 
concealed themseh'es in the swamps In July one of 
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t.hese fortresses was attacked by night, and about a hun· 
dred Indians captured. The men, twenty-two in num
ber, were put to dealh; thirty women and children were 
given to the Narraganset allies; some fifty otbers were 
sent to Boston, and distributed as slaves among the prin
cipal colonists. The flying Pequots were pursued as rar 
as Quinapiack, now New Haven . A swamp in tbat 
neighborhood. where a large party had taken refuge. being 
surrounded and attacked, a parley was had, and life was 
offered to "all whose hands were not in English blood." 
About two hundred. old men, women, and children. re
luctantly came out and gave themselves up. Daylight 
was exhausted in this surrender; and as night set in, 
the warnors who remained renewed their defiances. 
Toward morning. favored by a thick fog. they broke 
through and escaped. Many of the surviving Pequots 
put themselves under t.he protection of Can~micus and 
other Nat"Ta.ganset chiefs. Sassacus, the head sachem, 
fled to the Mohawks; but they were instigated by their 
allies, the Narragansets, to put him to death. His scalp 
was sent to Boston. and many heads and bands of Pe
quot warriors were also brought in by the neighboring 
tribes. The adult male prisoners who remained in the 
hands of the colonists were sent to the West I ndies to be 
sold into slavery; the women and children experienced 
a similar fate at home. It was reckoned that. between 
eight and nine hundred of the Pequots had been killed 
or taken. Such of t.he survivors as had escaped. for· 
bidden any longer to call themselves Pequots, were dis· 
tributed between the Narragansets and Mohegans, and 
subjected to an annual tribute. A like tribute was im· 
posed. also. on t.he inhabitants of Block Island. The 
colonists regarded t.heir suceess as ample proof of Divine 
approbation, and justified all they had done to these 
.. bloody heathen" by abundant quotations from the Old 
Testament. Ha\ring referred to "the wars of David," 
Underhill adds. "We had sufficient light from the word .. 



DECISIVE BATTLES OF AMERICA 

of God for our proceedings"; and Mason. after some ex
ulting quotations from the Psalms, concludes: "Thus 
the Lord was pleased to smite our enemies in the hinder 
parts, and to give us their land for an inheritance!" 
The Indian allies admired the courage of the colonists, 
but they thought their method of war" too furious, and 
to slay too many." 

SYNOPSIS OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS, CHIEFLY 
MILITARY, BETWEEN THE CONQUEST OF 

THE PEQUOTS, 1637. AND THE DE-
FEAT OF KING PHILIP, 1676 

1638. Settlement of Rhode Island. Establishment of 
the Colony of New Haven. Swedes and Finns settle 
in Delaware. 

1639. Adoption of the Connecticut Constitution. 
,642. War between Charles 1. and Parliament. In

decisive Battle of Edgehill. 
,643, The Colonies of New England form a confederacy. 
1644. Battle of Marston Moor, in which the English 

Royalists are defeated. Roger Williams obtains a patent 
from Parliament for the United Government of the 
Rhode Island Settlements. 

1645. Defeat of the English Royalists at the Battle of 
Naseby. 

1649. Execution of Charles I. 
1653. Cromwell is made Lord Protector of England. 
1655. Peter Stuyvesant. Director-General of New 

Netherlands, dispossesses the Swedish settlers at the 
mouth of the Delaware. 

1660. Restoration of the Stuarts in England. 
,662. The Connecticut and New Haven Colonies re

ceive a charter from Charles II. 
1664. Charles II. grants the region between the Con

necticut and Delaware Tivers to his brother James, Duke .' 
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of York. The English occupy New Amsterdam and take 
possession of the province of New Netherland. The 
Colony of New Jersey is established. 

1665. The union of the Connecticut and New Haven 
Colonies is completed. 

1668. Father Marquette founds the Mission of Sault 
Ste. Marie. 

1670. Incorporation of the Hudson Bay Company. 
1673. The Dutch occupy New York and New Jersey. 
1674. New York and New Jersey arc restored to the 

English. 
1675. King Philip's War. 
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THE DEFEAT OF KING PHILIP, 1676 

EXCEPT in the destruction of the Pequots, the native 
tribes of New England had, in 1673. undergone no 

very material diminution. The Pocanokets, or Warn
panoags, though somewhat curtailed in their limits, still 
occupied the eastern shore of Narragansett Bay. The 
Narragansets still possessed the western shore. There 
were several scattered tribes in various parts of Con
necticut; though, with the exception of some small 
reservations, they had already ceded all their lands. 
Uncas, the !\{ohegan chief. was now an old man. The 
Pawtucket, or Penacook, confederacy continued to oc
cupy the falls of the Merrimac and the heads of the Pis
cataqua. Their old sachem. Passaconaway, regarded 
the colonists with awe and veneration. In the interior of 
Massachusetts and along the Connecticut were several 
other less noted tribes. The Indians of Maine and the 
region eastward possessed their ancient haunts undis
turbed; but their intercourse was principally with the 
French, to whom. since the late peace with France. Acadie 
had been again yielded up. The New England Indians 
were occasionally annoyed by war parties of Mohawks; 
but, by the i~tervention of Massachusetts, a peace had 
recently been concluded. 

Efforts for the conversion and civilization of the Ind
ians were still continued by Eliot and his coadjutors. 
supported by the funds of the English society. In Mas
sachusetts there were fourteen feeble villages of these 
praying Indians, and a few morc in Plymouth colony. 
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The whole number in New England was about thirty
six hWldred, but of these near one - half inhabited the 
islands of Na.ntucket and Martha's Vineyard. 

Massachusetts held a strict hand over the Narragansets 
and other subject tribes, and their limits had been con
tracted by repeated cessions, not always entirely volun
tary. The Wampanoags, within the jurisdiction of 
Plymouth, experienced similar treatment. By successive 
sales of parts of their territory, they were now shut up, 
as it were, in the necks or peninsulas formed by the 
northern and eastern branches of Narragansett Bay, the 
same territory now constituting the continental east~m 
portion of Rhode Island. Though always at peace With 
the colonists, the Wampanoags had not always escaped 
suspicion. The increase of the settlements, a:o~d 
them, and the progressive curtailment of their hmlts, 
aroused their jealousy. They were galled, also, by the 
feudal superiority, similar to that of Massachusetts over 
her dependent tribes, claimed by Pl ymouth on the 
strength of certain alleged former submissions. None 
felt this assumption more keenJy than Pomet.acom, head 
chief of thc Wampanoags, better known among the 
colonists as King Philip of Mount Hope, nephew and suc
cessor of that Massasoit who had welcomed the Pilgrims 
to Plymouth. Suspected of hostile designs, he had been 
compelled to deliver up his firearms, and to enter into 
certain stipulations. These stipulations he was accused 
of not fulfilling; and nothing but the interposition of the 
Massachusetts magist.rates, to whom Philip appealed, 
prevented Plymouth from making war upon him. He 
was sentenced instead to pay a heavy fine, and to ac
knowledge the unconditional supremacy of that colony. 

A praying Indian, who had been educated at Cambridge 
and employed as a teacher, upon some misdemeanor had 
fled to Philip, who took him into service as a sort of sec
retary, Being persuaded to return again t.o his former 
employment, this Indian accused PhiHp anew of being 
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engaged in a secret hostile plot. In accordance with 
Indian ideas. the treacherous infonner was waylaid and 
killed. Three of Philip's men, suspected of having killed 
him, were arrested by the Plymouth authorities, and. in 
accordance with English ideas. were tried for murder by 
a jury half English. half Indians. convicted upon very 
slender evidence. and hanged. Philip retaliated by plun· 
dering the houses nearest Mount Hope. Presently be 
attacked Swanzey, and killed several of the inhabitants. 
Plymouth took measures for raising a military force. 
The neighboring colonies were sent to {or assistance. 
Thus. by the impulse of suspicion on the one side and 
pauion on the other. New England became suddenly en· 
gaged in a war very disastrous to the colonists, and ut
terly ruinous to the native tribes. The lust of gain, in 
spite of all laws to prevent it, had partially furnished the 
Indians with firearms, and they were now far more for
midable enemies than they had been in the days of the 
Pequots. Of this the colonists hardly seem to have 
thought. Now. as then. confident of their superiority. 
and comparing tbemselves to the Lord's chosen people 
driving the heathen out of the land, they rushed eagerly 
into the contest, without a single effort at the preaerva· 
bon of peace. Indeed. their pretensions hardly admitted 
of it. Philip was denounced as a rebel in arms "ainst 
hia lawful superiona, with whom it would be folly and weak· 
ness to treat on any terms short of absolute submission. 

A body of volunteers, borse and foot. raised in Massa. 
chusetts. marched under Major Savage, ill June, 1615. 
four days after the attack on Swanzey, to join the Plym
outh forces. After one or two slight skinmshes, they 
penetrated to the Wampanoag villages at Mount Hope, 
but found them empty and deserted. Philip and his 
wru:"0ra. conscious of their inferiority, had abandoned 
then homes. If the Narragansets. on the opposite side 
of the bay. did not openly join the Wampanoags, they 
would, at least, be likely to afford shelter to their women 
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and children. The troops were therefore ordered into 
the Narraganset country, accompanied br commissioners 
to demand assurances of peaceful intentions. and a prom
ise to deliver up all fugitive enemies of the colonists
pledges which the Narragansets Celt themselves con
strained to give. 

Arrived at Taunton on their return from the Narra
ganset country. news came that Philip and his warnors 
had been discovered by Church, of Plymouth colony. col
lected in a great swamp at Pocasset, now Tiverton, the 
southern district of the Wampanoag country, whence 
small parties sallied forth to burn and plunder the neigh
boring settlements. After a march of eighteen miles, 
having reached the designated spot, the soldiers found 
there a hundred wigwams lately built. but empty and de
serted, the Indians having retired deep into the swamp. 
The colonists followed; but the ground was soft; the 
thicket was difficult to penetrate; the companies were 
soon thrown into disorder. Each man fired at every 
bush he saw shake. t.hinking an Indian might lay COIl

cealed behind it. and several were thus wounded by their 
own friends. When night came on, the assailants retired 
with the loss of sixteen men. The swamp continued to 
be watched and guarded. but Philip broke through. not 
without some loss. and escaped into the country of the 
Nipmucks, in the interior of Massachusetts. That tribe 
had already commenced bostilities by attacking Mendon. 
They waylaid and killed Captain Hutchinson, a son of 
the famous Mrs. Hutchinson. and sixteen out. of a party 
of twenty sent from Boston to Brookfield to parley with 
them. Attacking Brookfield itself, they burned it, ex
cept one fortified house. The inhabitants were saved 
by Major Willard. who, on infonnation of their danger. 
came with a troop of horse from Lan::aster, thirty miles 
through the woods. to their rescue. A body of troops 
presently arnved from the eastward, and were stationed 
for some time at Brookfield. 
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The colonists now found that by driving Philip to ex
tremity they had roused a host of unexpected enemies. 
The River Indians. anticipating an intended attack upon 
them, joined the assailants. Deerfield and Northfield, 
the northernmost towns on the Connecticut River, set
tled within a few years past. were attacked. and sev
eral of the inhabitants killed and wounded. Captain 
Been, sent (rom Hadley to their relief with a convoy of 
provisions, was surprised near Northfield in September. 
and slain, with twenty of his men. Northfield was aban
doned. and burned by the Indians. 

"The English at first," says Gookin, "thought easily 
to chastise the insolent doings and murderous practice 
of the heathen; but it was found another manner of 
thing t.han was expected: fot OUf men could see DO enemy 
to aboot at, but yet felt their bullets out of the thick 
bushes where they lay in ambush. The English wanted 
Dot courage or resolution, but couJd not discover nor find 
an enemy to fight with, yet were galled by the enemy." 
10 the arts of ambush and surprise, with which the Ind. 
ius were so familiar. the colonists were without prac. 
tice. It i. to the want of this experience, purchased at 

. a very dear rate in the course of the war. that we must 
ucribe the numerous surprises and defeats from whicb 
the colonists .uffered at its commencement. 

Driven to the necetaity of defensive warfare, those in 
command on the river determined to establish a maga
zine and ~arrison at Hadley. Captain Lathrop, who 
had been dlspatched from the eastward to the assistance 
of tbe river towns, was .ent with eighty men, the flower 
of the youth of Essex. County, to guard the wagons in. 
tended to convey to Hadley three thousand bushels of 
unthreahed wheat, the produce of the fertile Deerfield 
meadOWI. Juat before arriving at Deerfield, near a smaJ] 
stream still known as Bloody Brook, under the shadow 
of the abrupt conical Sugar Loaf, the southern termina
lioo of the Deerfield mountain, Lathrop, on September 
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18, fell into an ambush, and, after a brave resistance. 
perished there with all his company. Captain Moseley, 
stationed at Deerfield, marched to his assistance. but ar
rived too late to help him. Deerfield was abandoned. 
and burned by the Indians. Springfield, about the same 
time, was set on fire, but was partially saved by the 
arrival. with troops from Connecticut, of Major Treat, 
Successor to the lately deceased Mason in the chief com· 
mand of the Connecticut farees. An attack on Hatfield 
was vigorously repelled by the garrison. 

Meanwhile. hostilities were spreading; the Indians on 
the Merrimac began to attack the towns in their vicinity. 
and the whole of Massachusetts was soon in the utmost 
alarm. Except in the immediate neighborhood of 80s. 
ton. the country still remained an immense forest dotted 
by a few openings. The frontier settlements could not be 
defended against a foe familiar with localities, scattered 
in small parties, skilful in concealment. and watching 
with patience for some unguarded or favorable moment. 
Those settlements were mostly broken up, and the in· 
habitants, retiring toward Boston, spread everywhere 
dread and intense hatred of .. the bloody heathen." Even 
the praying Indians. and the small dependent and tribu
tary tribes, became objects of suspicion and terror. They 
had been employed at first as scouts and a uxiliaries, and 
to good advantage; but some few, less confirmed in the 
faith, having deserted to the enemy, the whole body of 
them. were denounced as traitors. Eliot the apostle, and 
Gookin, superintendent. of the subject Indians. exposed 
themselves to insults, and even to danger. by thcir efforts 
to stem this headlong fury, to which several of the magis
trates opposed but. a feeble resistance. Troops were sent 
to lh-ea.k up the praying \;lIagn at Mendon. Grafton. and 
oth~ 1ft that quarter .. The Natick Indians. "those poor 
despised sheep ~f Chnst," as Gookin affectionately calls 
them, were hurned otl" to Deer Island. in Boston harbor, 
where they sutl"ered excessively fnxn a severe winter. A 
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part of t~e ~ying Indians of Plymouth colooy were 
confined, In like manner, on tb:: islands i.n Plymouth 
harbor. 
.~ot content with realities sufficiently frightful. super· 

sUtton, as usual. added bugbears of her own. Indian 
bows were seen in the slcy I and scalps in the moon. The 
northern lights became an object of terror. Phantom 
horsemen careered among the clouds or were heard to 
gallop invisible through the air. The howling of wolves 
was tum~ i~to a terri~le omen. The war was regarded 
as a special Judgment In pwtishrnent of prevailing sins. 
Among these sins. the General Court of Massachusetta. 
~rter con~u~tation with. the elders, enumerated neglect 
~n the ~l'8Jnm~ of the chddren of church-memben; pride. 
In men s weanng long and curled hair; excess in apparel; 
n&ked . breasts and arms, and superfluous ribbons; the 
toler~lton of Quakers; htll'f! to leave meeting before 
blesslRg asked; profane cUJ'SlIlg and swearing; tippling
~; want oC respect {or parents; idleness; extortion 
tn shopkeepers and mechanics; and the riding from 
town to town of unmarried men and women under pre
tence of at~ding I~tures-" a sinful c~m, tending 
to lewdness. Penalties were denounced against all these 
offences; and the persecution of the Quakers was again 
renewed. A Quaker woman had recently frightened the 
Old South congregation in Boston by entering that meet
ing-house clothed in sackcloth, with ashes on her head, 
her. feet bare, and her face blackened. intending to per
SOntry the smallpox. with which she threatened. the 
colony. in punishment for its sins. 

About the time of the first collision with PJUlip, the 
Tarenteens. or Eastern Indians. had attacked the settle
ment.' in Maine and New Hampshire. plundering and 
bumlRg the houses. and massacring such of the inhab
itants as fell into their handa. This sudden diffusion of 
hostilities and vigor of attack from opposite quarters 
made the colonists believe that Philip had long been plot.-
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ting and bad gradually matured an extensive conspiracy, 
into which most of the tribes had deliberately entered. 
for the extermination of the whites. This belief infuri
ated the colonists. and suggested some very questionable 
proceedings. It seems, however, to have originated, like 
the war itself. from mere suspicions. The same griefs 
pressed upon a1l the tribes; and the struggle once com
menced. the awe which the colonists inspired thrown off, 
the greater part were ready to join in the contest. But 
there is no evidence of any deliberate concert; nor. in 
fact, were the Indians united. Had they been so. the 
war would have been rar more serious. The Connecti
cut tribes proved faithful. and that colony remained un
touched. Uncas and Ninigret continued friendly; even 
the Narragansets. in spite or so many (ormer provo
cations. hiod not yet taken up anus. But they were 
strongly suspected of intention to do so. and were ac
cused by Uneas of giving, notwithstanding their recent 
assurances, aid and shelter to the hostile tribes. 

An attempt had lately been made to revive the union 
0.( the New England colonies. At a meeting or commis
SIoners. on September 9, 1675. those from Plymouth pre
sented a narrative of t.he origin and progress of the pres
ent hostilities. Upon the strength of this narrative the 
wa~ was pronounced "just and necessary," and a reso
lutlo,:, was passed to carry it on at the joint expense, and 
to f'8J.se for that purpose a thousand men, one-haJf to be 
mounted dragoons. 1£ the Narragansets were not crushed 
during the winter, it was feared they might break out 
openly hostile in the spring; and at a subsequent meeting 
~ thousand ~en were. ordered to be levied to co-operate 
an an expedtuon spectally against them. 

The winter was unfavortt.hle to the Indians: the leaf
less woods no longer concealed their lurking attacks. 
The frozen surface o( the swamps made the Indian (ast
nesses accessible to the colonists. The forces destined to 
act against the Narragansets---mx companies from Mas-

5' 



DECISIVE BATTLES OF AMERICA 

sachusetts, under Major Appleton; two from Plymouth 
under ~ajor Bradford; and five from Connecticut, un~ 
der. MaJo~ Treat-were placed under the command of 
JOSIah Winslow, Governor of Plymouth since Prince's 
death-son of that Edward Winslow so conspicuous in 
the earlier history of the COlony. In De<::ember the 
Massachusetts and Plymouth forces marched to Peta. 
squam:scot, on the west shore of :'olarragansett Bay, where 
they made some fony prisoners. Being joined by the 
troops from Connecticut, and guided by an Indian de. 
serter, after a march of fifteen miles through a deep snow, 
they ap~roached a swamp in what is now the town of 
South Kingston. one of the ancient strongholds of the 
Narragansets. Driving the Indian scouts before them 
and ~e~rating the swamp, the colonial soldiers ~ 
~ame In sight of the I Ddian fon, built on a rising ground 
I~ the morass. a sort of island of two or three acres, for
tified ~y a palisade, and surrounded by a close hedge a 
r~ thick. Tbere was but one e~trance, quite narrow, 
de.eDd~ by a tree thrown across it. with a block-house 
~f I~ In fr~t and another on the flank. It was t.he 

Lord s ~ay, but t.hat. did not. hinder the attack. As 
the cap~aulS advanced at the heads of their companies, 
the Indians o.pened a galling fire, under which many fell. 
:ut the auaalants pressed on. and forced t.he entrance. 

. desperate struggle ensued. The colonists were once 
dnven back, but they rallied and returned to t.he charge 
and, after a two houn' fight, became masters of the fort' 
Fire was put to the wigwams. near six hundred in n\lmber' 
and all the horrors of the Pequot massacre were renewed' 
The corn and other winter stores of the Ind.ians we~ 
consum~. an~ not a few of the old men, Women, and chil
dren penshed In the flames. In this bloody contest, long 
remembered as the" Swamp Fight," the colonial loss was 
t~bly severe. Six captains, with two hundred and 
th~ny men, were killed or wounded; and at night, in the 
nudst of a snow-storm. 'I';th a fifteen miles' march before 
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them, the colonial soldiers abandoned the fort, of which 
the Indians resumed possession. But their w:gwams were 
burned; their provisions destroyed; they bad no supplies 
for the winter; their loss was irreparable. Of those wbo 
survived the fight. many perished of hunger. 

Even as a question of policy, this attack on the Nar
ragansets was more than doubtful. The stan'ing and in· 
furiated warriors, scattered through the woods, revenged 
themselves by attacks on the frontier settlements. On 
February 10, 1676. Lancaster was bUrRed, and forty of 
the inhab~tants lOlled or taken; among the rest, Mrs. 
ROlandson. wife of thtl minister, the narrative of whose 
captivity is still preserved. Groton, Chelmsford, and 
other towns in that vicinity ""ere repeatedly attacked. 
Medfield, twenty miles from Boston. was furiously as· 
saulted, and, though defended by three hundred men, 
half the houses were burned. Weymouth, wit.hin eighteen 
miles of Boston, was attacked a few days after. These 
were the nearest approaches which the Indians made to 
that capital. For a time the neighborhood of the Nar
raganset country was abandoned, The Rhode Island 
tovt'Rs. though they had no part in undertaking the war, 
yet. suffered the consequences of it. In March, Warwick 
was burned, and Providence was partially destroyed . 
Most of the inhabitants sought refuge in the islands, 
but the aged Roger Williams accepted a commission as 
captain for the defence of the town he had founded. 
Walter Clarke was presently chosen governor in Cod· 
dington's place, the times not suiting a Quaker chief 
magistrate. 

The whole colony of Plymouth was overrun. Houses 
were burned in almost every town, but the inhabitants. 
for t.he most part, saved themselves in their garrisons, a 
shelter with which all the towns now found it necessary 
to be provided. On March 26 Captain Pierce, with 
fifty men and some friendly Indians. while endeavoring 
to cover the Plymouth towns, fell into an ambuab aod 
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wu cut off That same day, Marlborough was set on fire; 
two days after Rehoboth was burned. The Indians seem
ed to be everywhere. On April 18 Captain Wadsworth, 
marching La the relief of Sudbury, fell into an ambush. 
and perished with fifty men. The alarm and terror of 
the colonists reached again a great height. But affairs 
were about to take a tum. The resources of the Indians 
were ex.hausted; they were now making their last efforts. 

A body of Connecticut volunteers, under Captain Den
ison, and of Mohegan and other friendly Indians. Pe
quots and Niantics. swept the entire country of the Nar
ragansets, who suffered. as spring advanced. the last ex
tremities of famine. Canonchet. the chief sachem, said 
to have been a son of Miantonimoh. but probably his 
nephew, had ventured to his old haunts to procure seed
com .with which to plant the rich intcrvals on the Con
necticut, abandoned by the colonists. Taken prisoner. 
he conducted himself ,.:ith all that haughty finnness es
teemed by the Indians the height of magnanimity. Being 
offered his lire on condition of bringing about a peace, 
he scorned the proposal. His tribe would perish to the 
last man rather than become servants to the English. 
When ordered to prepare for death, he replied, "1 hke 
it well; I shall die before my heart is soft, or I shall 
have spoken anything unworthy of myselr." Two Ind
ians were appointed to shoot him, and his head was cut 
off and sent to Hartford. 

The colonists had suffered severely. Men, wolnen, 
and children had perished by the bullets of the Indians, 
or fted naked through the wintry woods by the light of 
their blazing houses. leaving their goods and cattle a 
spoil to the assailants. Several settlements had been de
stroyed, and many more had been abandoned; but the 
oldest and wealthiest remained untouched. The Indians. 
on the other hand, had neither provisions nor ammuni
tion. On May 12. while attempting to plant corn and 
catch fish at Montague Falls. on the Connecticut River, 
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they were attacked with great slaughter by the garrison 
of the lower towns, led by Captain Turner. a Boston Bap
tist, and at first refused a commission on that account, 
but as danger increased. pressed to acccpt it. Yet this 
enterprise was not without its drawbacks. As the troops 
returned, Captain Turner fell into an ambush and was 
slain, with thirty-eight men. Hadley was attacked on a 
lecture day, June 12. while the people were at meeting; 
but the Indians were repubed by the bravery of Gaffe. 
one of the fugitive regicides. long concealed in that to'l\'O. 
Seeing this venerable unknown man come to their rescue, 
and then suddenly disappear, the inhabitants took him 
for an angel. 

Major Church. at the head of a body of two hundred 
volunteers. English and Indians, energetically hunted 
down the hostile bands in Plymouth COlony. The interior 
tribes about Mount WachURtt were invaded and sub
dued by a force of six hundred men. raised for that pur
pose. Many fled to the north to find refuge in Canada
guides and leaders. in after years, of those French and 
Indian war parties by which the frontiers of New Eng
land were so terribly harassed. Just a year after the fnst 
at the commencement of the war, a thanksgiving was 
observed for success in it. 

No longer sheltered by the River Indians. who now be
gan to make their peace, and even attacked by bands of 
the Mohawks, Philip returned to his 0\\'0 country, about 
Mount Hope. where he was still faithfully supported by 
his female confederate and relative, Witamo, squaw· 
sachem of Pocasset. Punham, also. the Shawomet "\"assai 
of Maaaac.husetts, still zeaJously carried on the war, but 
was presently killed. Philip was watched and followet1 
by Church. who surprised his camp on August 1st. killed 
upward of a hundred of his people, and took prisoners his 
wife and bo~. The disposal of this child was a subject 
of much delberation. Several of the elden were urgent 
for putting him to death. It was finally resolved to send 
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him to Bermuda, to be sold into slavery-a fate to which 
many other of the Indian captives were subjected. Wit
arno shared the disasters of Philip. Most of her people 
were killed or taken. She herself was drowned while 
crossing a riVet in her flight. but her body was recovered. 
and the head, cut off, was stuck upon a pole at Taunton. 
amid the jeers and scoffs of the colonial soldiers. and the 
tears and lamentations of the Indian prisoners. 

Philip still lurked in the swamps, but was now re
duced to extremity_ Again attacked by Church, he was 
killed by one of his 0"'''11 people, a deserter to the colonists. 
His dead body was beheaded and quartered, the sentence 
of the English law upon traitors. One of his hands was 
given to the Indian who had shot him. and on August q. 
the day appointed for a public thanksgiving. his head 
was carried in triumph to Plymouth, 

The popular rage against the Indians was excessive. 
Death or slavery was the penalty {or all known or sus
pected to have been concerned in shedding English blood. 
Merely having been present at the "Swamp Fight" was 
adjudged by the authorities of Rhode Island sufficient 
foundation for sentence of death. and that. too, notwith
standing they had intimated an opinion that the origin 
of the war would not bear examination. The other cap
tives who fell into the hands of the colonists were dis
tributed among them as ten-year servants. Roger Wil
liams received a boy for his share. Many chiefs were 
executed at Boston and Plymouth on the charge of re
bellion; among others, Captain Tom. chief of the Chris-
tian Indiana at Natick. and Tispiquin. a noted warrior, 
reputed to be invulnerable. who had surrendered to 
Church on an implied promise of safety. A large body 
of Indians. a.uembled at Dover to treat of peace. were 
treiacherously made prisoners by Major Waldron. who 
commanded there. Some two hundred of these Indians, 
claimed as fugitives {rom Massachusetts. were sent by 
water to Boston. where some were hanged. and the 1"6$t 
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shipped off to be sold as. slaves. Some ~hennen of 
Marblehead having been killed by the Indians at the 
eastward. the women of that town. as they came out of 
meeting on a Sunday. fell upon two Indian prisoners 
who had just been brought in, and murdered them on 
the spot. The same ferocious spirit of revenge which 
governed the contemporaneoWi conduct of Berkeley in 
Viriginia toward those concerned in Bacon's rebellion, 
swayed the author.ties of New England in their treat· 
ment of the conquered Indians, By the end of the year 
the contest was over in the South. upward of two thou
sand Indians having been killed or taken. But some 
time elapsed before a peace could be arranged with the 
Eastern tribes, whose haunts it ..... as not so easy to reach. 

In this short war of hardly a year's duration the 
Wampanoags and Narragansets had suffered the fate of 
the Pequots. The N~t~cs aJone. under the guid~ce 
of their aged sachem. Ntmgret, had escaped destructlon. 
Philip's country was annexed to Plymouth, though sixty 
years afterward. under a roya] order in council, it was 
transferred to Rhode Island. The Narraganset territory 
remained as before, under the name of King's Province, 
a bone of contention bet",'een Connecticut, .Rhode Island. 
the Marquis of Hamilton, and the Atherton claimants. 
The Niantics still retained their ancient seats along the 
southern shores of Narragansett Bay. Most of the Bur
\.jving Narragansets, the Nipmucks. and the River In· 
dians, abandoned their country, and migrat.ad to the 
North and W.est. Such as remained. along with the 
Mohegans and other su.bject tribes. be<:ame more than 
ever abject and subservtent. 

The work of conversion was DOW again renewed. and, 
after such overwhelming proofs of Christian superiorit)'. 
with somewhat greater success. A second edition of the 
htdian Old Testament. which ,;cems to have been more 
in demand than the New, was published in 1683. revised 
by Eliot. with the assistance of john Cotlon. son of the 
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"great Cotton," and minister of Plymouth. But not an 
individual exists in our dar by whom it can be under
stood. The fragments of the subject tribes, broken in 
spirit, lost the savage freedom and rude virtues of their 
fathers. without acquiring the laborious industry of the 
whites. Lands were assigned them in various places, 
which they were prohibited by law from alienating. But 
this very provision, though hwnanely intended, operated 
to perpetuate their indolence and incapacity. Some 
sought a more congenial occupation in the whale fishery. 
which presently began to be carried on from the islands 
of Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard. Many perished 
by enlisting in the military expeditions undertaken in 
future years against Aeadie and the West Indies. The 
Indians intermarried with the blacks, and thus continned 
their degradation by associating themselves with another 
oppressed and unfortunate race. Gradually they dwindled 
away. A few sailors and petty fanners, of mixed blood, 
as much African as Indian, are now the sole surviving 
representativcs of the aboriginal possessors of southern 
New England. 

On the side of the colonists the contest had also been 
very disastrous Tweh'e or thirteen tOl\'flS had been en
tirely ruined, and many others partially destroyed. Six 
hundred houses had been burned, near a tenth part of 
all in New England Twelve captains and more than 
six hundred men in the prime of life had fallen in battle. 
Thrre ""as hardly a family not in mourning. The pe
cuniary losses and expenses of the war were estimated 
at near a million of dollars. Massachusetts was burdened 
with a heavy debt. No aid nor relief seems to have come 
from abroad. except a contribution from Ireland of £soo 
for the benefit of the sufferers by the war. chiefly collected 
by the efforts of Nathaniel Mather, lately successor to his 
brother Samuel as minister of the non-confonnist con
gregation at Dublin. 

THE DEFEAT OF KING PHILIP 

SY~OPSIS OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS, CHIEFLY 
MILITARY, BETWEEN THE DEFEAT OF 

KING PHILIP, 1676. AND THE CAPT-
URE OF QUEBEC, 1759 

1676. Bacon's Rebellion in Virginia against the gov
ernment of Sir William Berkeley. 

1679. The Scottish Covenanters .are defeated by the 
Duke of Monmouth at Bothwell Bndge. 

1681. William Penn obtains his patent from the Eng-
lish Crown. , 

1682. Purchase of East Jersey by William Penn. He 
takes possession of New Castle (Delaware) and founds 
the Colony of Pennsylvania. La Salle descends the 
Mississippi to its mouth. 

1684. The charter of thc Mass;achusetts Bay Company 
's declared forfeited to the Enghsh Crown. 
I 168s- James 11. succeeds his brother, Charles II., as 
King of England. Insurrection of the Earl of Argyll and 
the Duke of Monmouth. Defeat of Monmouth at Sedge
moor; his execution. 

1686. Sir Edmund Andros is made Governor of New 
England. 

1638. William of Orange lands in England; flight oC 

James II. 
1689. William and Mary are proclaimed King and 

Queen of England. England ~eclares ~~r again:tt France. 
Victory of the Scottish Jacoblles at Kilh~rru:'kle. O;.er
throw of Andros in New England. Begmnmg of King 
William's War in America. 

1690. The Orangemen in Ircland win the battle of the 
Boyne. Destruction of Schenectady by the French and 
Indians. Sir William Phips. commanding a New Engl~d 
expedition. captures Port Royal, and later makes a frUit
ress demonstration against Quellec. 

1691. The Jacobiles are overcome in Scotland. Sur
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render of Limerick, the last stronghold of James II . in 
Ireland . 

164}2. Union of the Plymouth and Massachusetts col
onies. Witchcraft delusion at Salem. 

164}3. The French Admiral Tourville defeats the Eng
lish Heet off Cape St. Vincent. 

1697. France makes peace at Ryswick with Holland, 
Spain, and England. Close of King WilHam's War in 
America. 

1699. The French begin the settlement of Louisiana. 
1701. Beginning of the War of the Spanish Succession. 
1702. Death of William Ill. and accession of Queen 

Anne. Successful campaign of Churchill (Marlborough) 
in the Netherlands. Naval triumph of the English and 
Dutch over the Spanish and French at Vigo. Queen 
Anne'. War in America. French settlement in Alabama. 

1704. The English are victorious o\'er the French at 
the battle of Blenheim. Capture of Gibraltar by the Eng
liIb. Mauacre of white settlers by the Indians at Deer
field, Massachusetts. 

1706. Marlborough defeats the French and Bavananl 
at the battle of Ramillies. 

1708. Victory of Marlborough and Prince Eugene, at 
Oudenarde, over the Dukes of Burgundy and Vend6me. 

1711 . Unauccesaful expedition of the English and New 
England forces under Walker against Canada. 

1713. TreatyofUtrecbt. Close of Queen Anne's War in 
America. Acadia (Nova Scotia, etc.) ceded to England by 
France, which also restores the Hudson Say region. The 
power of the Tuscarora Indians broken by the Carolinians. 

'714. George I., Elector of Hanover, succeeds to the 
English Crown. 

1715. Rebellion in Scotland and in the North of Eng
land in favor of James Edward Stuart, the Jacobite pre
tender. 

'718. French settlement of New Orleans. 
1720. Failure of Law', Mississippi scheme in France. 
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1722. Establishment. of the Moravian settlement in 
Pennsylvania under Count Zin%endorf. 

1727. Accession or George II. 
1728. Discovery of Behring's Strait. 
1729. Carolina, purchased by the English Crown, is 

divided into the royal provinces of North and South 
Carolina. 

1730. Baltimore is laid out. 
1732. Oglethorpe embarks from England to establish 

a settlement in Georgia. 
1733. Founding of Savannah. 
1741. New Hampshire is finally separated from Massa

chusetts. 
1744. Beginning of King George's War in America. The 

Prench capture Canseau (afterward Canso), and are re
pulsed at Annapolis. 

1745. Jacobite rising in Scotland. Charles Edward, 
the young Pretender, is victorious at Preston pans. The 
New England troops, under Sir William Pepperell, reduce 
the French fortress of Louisburg. 

1746. J acobite defeat at Culloden 
1748. The Peace of Aix·la-Chapelle tenninates the 

War of the Austrian Succession and King George's War 
in America. Louisburg restored to France. 

1749. The Ohio Company receh'es its grant from 
Geo.-ge II. 

1753. Friction between French and Americana on 
tributaries of the Alleghany. along American western 
frontier. Washington'S vain protest against the French 
seU:ure of Venango. 

1754. Beginning of the Prench and Indian War in 
America. Washington's attack upon Jumonville, near 
Great Meadows, the first action. The French compel 
Washington to capitulate at Fort Necessity. 

1755. Braddock's expedition against Fort Duquesne 
and his disastrous defeat. Abortive expeditions by the 
English against Niagara and Crown Point. 
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1756. FonnaI declaration of hostilities between France 
and England, and beginning of the Seven Years' War. 
Capture of Oswego by the French. 

1751. ~{ontcalm takes Fort William Henry on Lake 
George. 

1758. Victory of Montcalm at Ticonderoga. Red uc
tion of Louisburg, and capture of Forts Frontenac and 
Duquesne by the English. 

• 

V 

T HE FALL OF QUEBEC. 1759 

[The visits of Breton fishermen to Newfoundland in the early 
sixteenth century. th(> voyages of Cartier to the St. Lawrence in 
1534 and, 541-43, the foundation of Pon. Royal in Acadia m 1605. 
and of Quebec by Champlain in 1608. were the beginnings of a 
French occupancy of the northern and central portions of Non.h 
America which led inevitably to conflict with England and the 
American colonists. The title based upon Marquette's discovery 
of the Mississippi in ,673. and La Salle's exploration and claim to 
the whole vast valley in ,682. would have confined the English to 
the Atlantic seaboard. The contact between the wholly different 
types represented in English and French colonization caused fric
tion which became acute when King William's War broke out In 
1689. The eight yeaI'!! of that war, with iL'I profitless capture of 
Port Royal, Nova Scotia, wer", followed by Queen Anne'. War. 
'1°2-13, and King George's War, '744-48. and the interval after 
the Treaty of Utrecht was a truce rather than peace. The French 
were strengthening their hold along the western frontier of the 
English colonists, at Fort Duquesne, and elsewhere. Braddock's 
defeat in 1755, Bnd attacks upon Crown Point and Niagara, pre
ceded the fonnal declaration of hostilities between Prance and 
England in '156, the beginning of the Seven Years' War. involv
ing nearly all Europe. with England and Prussia facing RUSSia. 
l<'rallcc, Austria, Sweden, and Saxony In America, in 1756-57, 
the incompetency of Loudon and Abercrombie, the dilatory prep
arations to attack Louisburg, and Montcalm's capture of Fort 
Will iam Henry, made the first stage of the war a gloomy one. But 
Pitt 's entrance into the British cabinet as Secretary of State 
brought an intelligent and active prosecution of the war. The 
next year. 1158, witnessed the capture of Fort Frontenac on 
Ontario, Fort Duquesne. and Louisburg by the English and 
American forces.-EDlToR.] 

TH E British Parliament met late in November, 1758, 
at a time when the nation was aglow with enthusiasm 

over the successes of the year-Louisburg and Frontenac 
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in North America, and the driving of the French [rom the 
Guinea coast as the result of battles at Senegal (May) and 
Goree (November).1 The war was proving far more 
costly than had been anticipated. yet Pitt rigidly held t.he 
country to the task; but not against. its will. and the 
necessary funds were freely voted. Walpole wrote to a 
friend: "Our unanimity is prodigious. You would as 
soon hear' No' from an old maid as from the House of 
Commons." The preparations for the new year were on 
a much larger scale than before: bat.h by Ia.nd and sea 
France was to be pusbed to the uttennost, and the war
like spirit of Great Britain seemed wrought to t.he highest 
pitch. 

The new French premier, Choiseu!, was himself not 
lacking in act.ivit.y. He renewed with vigor the project 
of invading Great Britain, preparations t.hereror being 
evident quite early in the year 1759. Fifty thousand men 
were to land in England, and twelve thousand in Scot
land, where the St.uart cause still lingered. But as usual 
the effort came to naught. The Toulon squadron was to 
co-operate with one from Brest; Boscawen, who now 
commanded the Mediterranean Heet, apprehended the 
fonner while trying to escape through the Straits of 
Gibraltar in a thick haze (August 17), and arter destroy
ing several of the ships dispersed the others; while 
Sir Edward Hawke annihilated the Brest fleet in a brilliant 
!lea-fight off Quibcron Bay (No\'embcr :Jo).' Relieved 
of the possibility of insular invasion, the Channel and 
Mediterranean squadrons were now {rce to raid French 
commerce, patrol French ports, and thus intercept com
munication ",;th New France. and to harry French-and, 
later, Spanish---cotonics overseas. 

In 1757 Clive had regained Calcutta and won Bengal 
at the famous battle or Plassey. Two years thereafter 
the East Indian seas were abandoned by the French after 

'Clowcs. Rtry(Jl Nuvy, III, 186- 189. 
1 Ibid .. 3IO-:tI-4, on Boscawen's victory; :t16-:tu. on Hnwke's. _4 
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three decisive actions won by Pitt's valiant seamen and 
India thus became a permanent possession of the B;'itish 
empire.1 In January, 1759, also, the Brit.ish captured 
Gu~elouPt:. in the West Indies.' Lacking sea power, it. 
w~ Impossible for France much longer to hold hcr col
ames; It was but a question of time when the remain
der should fall into the clutches of the mistress of the 

OC""'. 
Notwithstanding all this naval activity, Pitt's principal 

operations were really centred against Canada. The 
movement thither was to be along two lines, which event
ually were to meet in co-operation. First, a direct attack 
was to be made upon Quebec, headed by Wolfe, who was 
to be convoyed and assisted by a fleet under the com
mand of Admiral Saunders; second, Amherst-now com
mander-in-chief in America, Abercromb:e having been 
recalled-was to penetrate Canada by way of Lakes 
Ge:lrge and Champlain. He was to join Wolfe at Quebec, 
but was authorized to make such diversions as he found 
p~ticab~e--principally to re-establish Oswego and to 
relieve Pittsburg (Fort Duquesne) with reinforcements 
and supplies. 

Wolfe's selection as leader of the Quebec expedition 
occasioned general surprise in England, Yet it was in 
the natural course of events. He had been the life of the 
Louisburg campaign o{ the year before, and when Am
herst was expressing the desire of attacking Quebec after 
the reduction of Cape Breton he wrote to the latter: .. An 
offensive, daring kind of war will awe the Indians and 
ruin the French. Block-houses and a trembling defensive 
encourage the meanest scoundrels to attack us. If you 
will att~mpt to cut up New France by the roots, I will 
come With pleasure to assist." , 

Wolfe, whose family enjoyed some influence, had at
tained a captaincy at the age of seventeen and became a 

• Clowes, Royal Navy, III, 196-201. 
• Parkman, .\IOftklll", aNd Woll', II, 80, 
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major at twenty. He was now thirty-two. a major-gener
al, and with an excellent fighting record both in Flanders 
and America. Quiet and modest in demeanor, although 
occasionally using excitable and ill-guarded language, he 
was a refined and educated gentleman; careful of and 
beloved by his troops, yet a stem disciplinarian; and 
although frail in body, and often overcome bv rheuma
tism and other ailments, capable of great strain when 
buoyed by the zeal which was one of his characteristics. 
The majority of his portraits represent a tall, lank, un
gainly form, with a singularly weak facial profile; but it 
is likely that these belie him. {or he had an indubitable 
spirit, a profound mind, quick intuition, a channing man
ner, and was much thought of by women, Indeed, just 
before sailing, he had become engaged to the beautiful 
and channing Katharine Lowther, sister of Lord Lonsdale, 
and afterward the Duchess of Bolton,' 

On February 17 Wolfe departed with Saunders' Reet 
of twenty-one sail, bearing the king's secret instructions 
t~ "carry into execution the said important operation 
With the utmost application and vigor.'" The voyage 
was protracted, and after arrival a.t Louisburg he was 
obliged to wait long before the promised troops appeared. 
He had expected regiments (rom Guadeloupe, but these 
could not yet be spared, owing to thl!ir wretched condi
tion; and the Nova Scotia garrisons had also been weak
ened by disease, so that of the twelve thousand agreed 
upon he finally could muster somewhat under nine 
thousand.' These were of the best quality of their kind; 
although the general still entertained a low opinion ot" 
the value of the provincials, who, it must be admitted, 
were, however serviceable in bush-ranging, far below the 

.' For biographical details of Wolfe's early career, see Wright. 
I:-'!'. and Doughty and Parmelee, Sieg, of QUIb«, 1. . - 138; in 
,bid .. II, 16, is a portrait of Wo\£e's fianc~ . 

: T~ltt. ~n Doughty and Pannelee, Suge of Qut:btc, VI. 87~o, 
LISts In Doughty and Parmelee, Siege 0/ QII,bn:, n, n, :13· 

6, 

• 



• 

• 

DECISIVE nATTLES OF AMERICA 

efficiency of the regulars in a campaign of this character. 
The force was divided into three brigades, under Monck
ton, Townsend, and Murray. youn~ men of ability; al
though Townsend's supercilious manner- the fruit of a 
superior social connection-did not endear him either to 
hi. men or his colleagues. 

On June I the fleet began to leave Louisburg. There 
were thirty-nine men-of-war, ten auxiliaries, seventy-six 
transports, and a hundred and sixty-twO miscellaneous 
craft. whirh were manned by thirteen thousand naval 
seamen and five thousand of the mercantile marine-an 
aggregate of eighteen thousand. or twice as many as the 
landsmen under Wolfe. I While to the latter is commonly 
given credit for the result, it must not be forgotten that 
the victory was quite as much due to the skilful manage
ment of the navy as to that of the army, the expedition 
being in all respects a joint enterprise, into which the 
men of both branches of the ser .... ice entered with intense 
enthusiasm. 

The Prench had placed much reHance on the supposed 
impossibility of great battle-ships being successfully navi
gated up the St. Lawrence above the mouth of the 
5.guenay without the most careful piloting. This por
tion of the river, a hundred and twenty miles in length, 
certainly is intricate water, being streaked with perplex
ing cun'ents created by tbe mingling of the river's strong 
flow with the flood and ebb of the tide; the great stream 
is diverted into two parallel channels b)' reefs and islands. 
and there are numerous shoals-moreover. the French 
had removed a1lliRhts and other aids to navigation. But 
British sailors laughed at difficulties such as these, and. 
while they managed to capture a pilot, had small use for 
him, preferring their own cautious methods. Preceded 
by a cl'e!tCent of sounding-boats, officercd by Captain 
James Cook, afterward of glorious memory as a path-

• Wood. FiCicI lor CalkJda. 166. ,67. '73· 
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finder the fleet advanced slowly but safely, its approach 
heralded by beacons gleaming nightly to the {ore, upon 
the rounded hill-tops overlooking the long thin line of 
riverside settlement which extended eastward from Que
bec to the Sagucnay.1 

The French had at first expected at.tacks only from 
Lake Ontario and from the south. But receivi~g early 
tidings of Wolfe's expedition. through convoys With sup
plies from Prance that had escaped Saunders' pat.rol of 
the gulf, general alann prevailed. and Montcalm decided 
to make his stand at Quebec. To the last he appears to 
have shared in the popular delusion that British men-of
war could not ascend the river; ncvertheless, he promptly 
summoned to the capital the greater part of the militia 
from all sections of Canada, save that a thousand whites 
and savages were left. with Pouchot to defend Niagara, 
twelve hundred mcn under De la Come to guard Lake 
Ontario. and Bour\amaque. with upward of three thou
sand. was ordered to delay Amherst's advance and thus 
pre\'ent him from joining Wolfe. The population of 
Canarla at the time was about eightr-five thuusand soull, 
and of these perhaps twenty-two thousand were capable 
of bearing anns.' The force now gathered in and about 
Quebec aggregated about seventeen thousand, of whom 
some ten thousand were militia, four thousand regulars 
of the line, and a thousand each of colonial regulars. sea
men and Indians; of these two thousand weTC reserved 
for ;he garrison of Quebec. undcr De Ramezay, while the 
remainder were at. the disposal of Montcalm for the 
general defence.' 

The "rock of Quebec" is the northeast end of a long. 
narrow triangular promontory, to the nonh of which lies 

I" Journal of the E,;pedi~ion up the River St. LaM'mce:: by 
a aergeant·ma;or of grenadiers. in Doughty aM Parmelee, 5wp 
oj Qwbf'c. V. 1-11. 

f Doughty and Pannelee. Swp 01 Qwb«. 11. 51-5J' 
• Wood. Fi,M for CQItOOa, 152 . 
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the valley of the St. Charles and to the south that of the 
St. Lawrence. The acclivity on the St. Charles side js 
lower and less steep than the cliffs fringing the St. Law. 
rence, which rise almost precipitously from two to three 
hundred feet above the river-the citadel cliff being threc 
hundred and fOrty·five feet, almost sheer. Either side 
oC the promontory was easily defensible from assault, the 
table· land being only reached by stcep and narrow paths. 
Sunnounting the cliffs, at the apex of the triangle, was 
Upper Town, the capital oC New France. Battcries, large. 
ly manned by sailors, lined the eliff·tops within the town, 
and the western base, fronting the Plains of Abraham, 
was protected by fifteen hundred yards o[ insecure wall 
-for. after all, Quebec had, despite the money spent 
upon it, never been SCientifically fortified, its commanders 
having from the first relied chiefly upon its natural posi. 
tion as a stronghold. 

At the base of the promontory, on the St. Lawrence 
side, is a wide beach occupied by Lower Town, where were 
the market, the commercial warehouses, a large share of 
the business establishments, and the homes of the trading 
and laboring classes. A narrow strand, little more than 
the width of a roadway, extended along the base of the 
cliffs westward, communicating with the up-river country; 
another road led westward along the table-land above. 
Thus the city obtained its Supplies from the interior both 
by highway and by river. 

Entrance to the St. Charles side of the promontory had 
been blocked by booms at the mouth of that river, pro. 
teeteo. by strong redoubts; and off Lower Town was a 
line of floating batteries. Beyond the St. Charles, for 
a d istance of seven miles eastward to the gorge of the 
Montmorenci, Montcalm disposed the greater part. of his 
forces, his position being a plain naturally protected by 
a steep slope descending to the meadow and tidal flats 
which here margin the St. Lawrence. This plain rises 
gradually from the St. Charlcs, until at the Montmorenci 
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cataract it attains a height of three hundred feet. and 
along the summit o[ the slope were well-devised trenches. 
The gorge furnished a strong natural defence to the leit 
wing, for it could be forded only in the dense forest at a 
considerable distance above the falls. and to force this 
approach would have been to invite an ambuscade. 
Wolfe contented himself. therefore. with intrenching a 
considerable force along the eastern bank of the gorge. 
and thence issuing for frontal attacks on the Beauport 
Flats-so called from the name of the village midway. 
Montcalm had chosen this as the chief line of defence. 
on the theory that the approach by the St. Charles would 
be the one selected by the invaders; as, indeed, it long 
seemed. to Wolfe the only possible path to the works of 
Upper Town. 

Westward of the city, upon the table-land, Bougain
ville headed a corps of observation, supposed continually 
to patrol the St. Lawrence cliff-tops and keep communi
cations open with the interior; but this precaution failed 
in the hour of need. The height of Point L6vis, across 
the river from the town, on the south bank. was unoccu
pied. ~{ontcalm had wished to fortify this vantage-point, 
and thus block the river from both sides, but Vaudreuil 
had overruled him. and the result was fatal. Other weak 
points in the defence were divided command and the 
scarcity of food and ammunition, occasioned largely by 
Bigot's rapacious knavery. 

'On June ,6 the British fleet anchored off the Isle of 
Orleans, thus dissipating the fond hopes of the French 
that some disaster might prevent its approach. Three 
days later WOlfe's men. now encamped on the island at 
a safe distance from Montcalm's guns, made an easy cap
ture of Point Levis, and there erected batteries which 
commanded the town. British ships were, in conse· 
quence, soon able to pass Quebec, under cover of the 
Point Levis guns, and destroy some of the French ship· 
ping anchored in the upper basin; while landing parties 

7' 



DECISIVE BATTLES OF A~tERICA 

harried the country to the west, forcing habitants to 
neutrality and intercepting supplies. Frequently the 
British forces were, upon these various enterprises. di· 
vided into three or four isolated divisions, which might 
have been roughly handled by a venturesome foe. But 
Montcalm rigidly maintained the policy of defence, his 
only offensive operations being the unsuccessful dispatch 
of fire-ships against the invading Aeet. 

On his part. Wolfe made several futile attacks upon 
the Beauport redoubts. The position was, however, too 
strong for him to master, and in one assault (July 31) he 
lost half of his landing party-nearly five hundred killed. 
wounded, and missing. 1 This continued ilI·succcss fretted 
Wolfe and at last quite disheartened him, for the season 
was rapidly wearing on, and winter sets in early at Quebec; 
moreover, nothing had yet been heard of Amherst. There 
was, indeed, some talk of waiting until another season. 
However, more and more British ships worked their way 
past the fort. and, by making frequent feints of land.ing 
at widely separated points, caused Bougainville great 
anDoyance. Montcalm was accordingly obliged to weaken 
his lower forces by sending reinforcements to the plains 
west of the city. Thus, while Wolfe was pining, French 
uneasiness was growing. for the British were now inter· 
ceptingsupplies and reinforcements from both above and 
below, and Bougainville's men were growing weary of 
constantly patrolling fifteen or twenty miles of cliffs.1 

Meanwhile, let us see how Amherst was faring. A t the 
end of June the general assembled five thousand pravin· 
cials and sixty·five hundred regulars at the head of Lake 
George. He had previously dispatched Brigadier Pri· 
deaux with five thousand regulars and provincials to re-

I Authorities cited in Parkman. M~a1". (u,d Wolf •• ll. 2J3' 
2]4. For details. consult Doughty and Pannelee. Swg. of Q'"~. 
II. chap. vi. 

I See Bougainville·.1 corTeSpOnde-nee. in Doughty and Pannelee 
SUP of Qwb«. IV, 1 - 1.1 . 
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duce Niagara. and Brigadier Stanwix, who had. been o{ 
Bradstreet's party the year before, to succor PIttsburg, 
now in imminent danger from French bush-rangers and 
Indians who were swarming at Presque Isle, Le Breuf. 
and Venango. . . 

Amherst himself moved slowly. It bemg July :It be
fore the anny started northward upon the lake. B.o~r
lamaque. whose sole purpose w~ to ~elay the Bntlsh 
advance, lay at Ticonderoga With thIrty-five hundred 
men, but on the twenty-sixth he blew up the fort ,a,nd 
retreated in good order to Cro~n Point. On. th~ Bntlsh 
approaching that post he again fell back, thiS lime to a 
strong position at Isle auX Noix. at the out1e~ of ~.ake 
Champlain where wrote Bourlamaque to 11 fnend, we 
are entren~hed to' the teeth, and anned with a hundred 
pieces of cannon." 1 Amherst now .deeming ve~ls es
sential, yet lacking ship·carpenters. It was the mtddle of 
September before his little navy was ready, and then he 
thought the season too far advanced for further opera
tions.' Amherst's advance had. however. induced Mont
calm to defend Montreal, Uvis having been dispatched 
thither for tl}is purpose. 

Prideaux, advancing up the Mohawk, proceeded to 
Oswego, where he left half of his men to cover his retreat, 
and then sailed to Niagara. Slain by accident during the 
siege. his place was taken by Sir William Johnson, the 
I ndian commander, who pushed the work wi th vigor. 
Suddenly confronted by a French force of thirteen hun
dred rangers and savages from the West, who had been 
deftected thither fram a proposed attack on Pittsburg, 
with the view of recovering that fort, Johnson complete
ly vanquished them Uuly 24). The discomfit.ed crew 
burned their posts in that region and retreated predp· 

'September n. 1759. quoted in Parkman, MOfIuaim and Wolf', 
11.241). 

IOfficial jOUfllaI of Amherst. in London MagaJtinl. XXVII. 
379-38J' 
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itately to Detroit. The following day Niagara surren· 
der~d, and thus. with Pittsburg also saved. the West was 
entirely cut off from Canada, and the upper Ohio Valley 
was placed in British hands. The work of Stanwix hav· 
ing been accomplished by Johnson. the former, who had 
been greatly delaye? by transport difficulties, advanced 
as promptly as possible to the Forks of the Ohio, and in 
the place of the old French works built the modernized 
stronghold of Fort Pitt.' 

On August 20, Wolfe feU seriously ill. Both he and 
the army were discouraged. The casualties had thus far 
been over eight hundred men, and disease had cut a wide 
swath through the ranks. Desperate. he at last accepted 
the counsel of his officers, that a landing be attempted 
above the town, supplies definitively cut off from Mon· 
treal, and Montcalm forced to fight or surrender. From 
September 3 to n. Wolfe, arisen from his bed but still 
weak, quietly withdrew his troops from the Montmorenci 
camp and transported them in vessels which success· 
fully passed through a heavy cannonading from the 
fort to safe anchorage in the upper basin. Reinforce· 
ments marching along the southern bank. from Point 
Levis, soon joined their comrades aboard the ships. For 
several days th~s portion of the fleet regularly floated up 
and down .the nver above Quebec, with the changing tide, , 
thus. weaTlng out Bougainville's men, who in great per· 
plexity followed the enemy along the cliff·tops, througb 
a beat of severallcagucs, until from sheer exhaustion they 
at last became careless. 

On the evening of September n, Saunders-whose ad· 
mirable handling of the fleet deserves equal recognition 
with the services of Wolfe--commenced a heavy bom· 
bar~ent of the Beauport lines, and feigned a general 
lan?m.g at that pl~~, Montcalm, not knowing that the 
maJonty of the Bntlsh were by this time above the town, 

• Stan\\-'ix to Pitt. November 20, 1159, MS. in Public Rfcord 
ornc:e. 
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and deceived as to his enemy's real intent, hurried to 
Beauport the bulk of his troops, save those neceSStltY for 
Bougainville's rear guard. Meanwhile, however, Wolfe 
was preparing for his desperate attempt several miles up 
the river. 

Before daylight the following morning (September 
13), thirty boats containing seventeen hundred picked 
men, with Wolfe at their head, floated down the stream 
under the dark shadow of the apparently insunnount~ 
able cliffs. They were challenged by sentinels along the 
shore; but, by pretending to be a provision convoy which 
had been expected from up~country, suspicion was dis· 
anned. About two miles above Quebec they landed at 
an indentation thcn known as Anse du Foulon, but 
now called Wolfe's 
Cove, From the 
narrow beach a 
smail, winding 
path. sighted by 
Wolfe two days 
before, led up 
through the trees 
and underbrush to 
the Plains of Abra· 
ham. The climb--
ing party of twen· SIEGR OP QURD2C 

ty· four infantry· 
men found the path obstructed by an abatis and trenches; 
but, nothing daunted, they clambered up the height of 
two hundred feet by the aid of stunted shrubs, reached 
the top, overcame the weak and cowardly guard of a 
hundred men, made way for their comrades, and by sun· 
rise forty·five hundred men of the British army were 
dra'l'lO up across the plateau before the walls of Quebec,' 

• [There WIUi one regular regiment o( American origin with \Volfe, 
the "'Royal Americans." represented by their second and third 
battalions. One battalion was lef~ to guard the landing. The 

75 



DECISIVE BATTLES OF AMERICA 

Montcalm, ten miles away on the other side of the St. 
Charles, was amazed at the daring feat, but by nine 
o'clock had massed his troops and confronted his enemy. 
The battle was brief but desperate. The intrepid Wolfe 
felt on the field-"the only British general," declared 
Horace Walpole, .. belonging to the reign of George the 
Seoond who can be said to have earned a lasting reputa
tion.'" Montcalm, mortally wounded, was carried b)' 
his fleeing comrades within the city, where he died before 
morning. During the seven hours' battle the British 
had lost forty-eight killed and five hundred and ninety
seven wounded, about twenty per cent. of the firing-line; 
the French lost about twelve hundred killed. wounded, 
and prisoners, of whom perhaps a fourth were killed .. ' 

Torn by disorder, the militia mutinous, the walls in 
ruins from the cannonading of the British Reet, and Vau
dreuil and his fellows fleeing to the interior, the helpless 
garrison of Quebec surrendered, September 1], the British 
troops entering the following day. The English flag now 
floated over the citadel. and soon there was great re
joicing throughout Great Britain and her American col
onies; and well there might be, for the affair on the Plains 
of Abraham was one of the most heroic and far-reaching 
achievements ever wroug~t by Englishmen in any land 
or sea. 

superior officers of this ~ment were English. There seem to 
have been abo lOme provincial rangers, although the famous 
Robert Roten was not praent.-EDITOR.} 

I Douabty and Parmelee, 5i#p 0/ Q-ebtc, II, 2J7 . 
1 Jbf4 .• 11,3]2, with detailed British retW'lll: Wood, Ficltl /~ 

CoffIJdG, a62. 
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SYNOPSIS OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS. CHIEFLY 
MILITARY. BETWEEN THE CAPTURE OF 

QUEBEC, 1159, AND THE BATTLE OF 
BUNKER HILL, '175 

1760. Accession of George III. to throne of England. 
The English capture Montreal. 

1761. American commerce and industry closely re
stricted by enforcement of navigation laws. acts of trade, 
and 'writs of assistance. Protests of James Otis and 
Patrick Henry. 

1762. England declares war against Spain and cap· 
tures Havana. 

1]63, Treaty of Paris, and cession of Canada to Eng· 
land. 

1765. Passage of the Stamp Act by the British Parlia
ment, followed by American protests. 

1766. Repeal of the Stamp Act. 
1767. The British Parliament, by the Townshend Acts, 

imposes duties on paper, glass, tea, etc., imported into 
America. 

1769. Massachusetts House of Representatives refuses 
to pay for quartering British troops. Defeat of Paoli 
and subjection of Corsica by the French. 

'770. "Boston MIlSSllcre "-British soldiers, provoked 
by citizens, kill three and wound several. 

1772. First partition of Poland between Russia, Austria, 
and Prussia. Samuel Adams actively advocates inde
pendence in Boston. British ship, the Gaspee, burned 
by Rhode Islanders. Virginia Assembly appoints Com
mittee of Correspondence to keep in touch with other 
colonies. 

'773, .. Boston Tea-party"-taxed tea from England 
thrown overboard in Boston harbor by disguised Amen: -··-E ~,. 

i1KIB~~ 
----~ 
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1774. Five oppressive Acts. including Boston Port 
Bill, passed by British Parliament. General Gage, com· 
missioned as Governor, comes to Boston with additional 
British troops. A Congress meets in Philadelphia, with 
delegates from all colonies except Georgia, and issues a 
"Declaration of Rights," frames Articles of Association, 
and indorses opposition of Massachusetts to the Oppres
sive Acts of Parliament. 

1775. General Gage sends troops to destroy supplies 
gathered at Concord. Battles of Lexington and Concord. 
North Carolina the first to instruct delegates ~o Congress 
for independence. Battle of Bunker Hill. Seizure of 
Ticonderoga and occupation of Crown Point by Ameri
cans. Washington takes command of the anny at Cam
bridge. The Americans capture Montreal. Arnold re
pulsed at Quebec and Montgomery killed. 

, 

I 

VI 

CAUSES OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

N
OT a clause in the Decla"ra1.ion of Independence sets 

for1.h the real and underlying cause of the American 
Revolution. The attention of its writer was bent upon 
recent events, and he dwelt only upon the immediate 
reasons for throwing off allegiance to the British govern
ment. In the dark of the storm already upon them, the 
men of the time could hardly look with clear vision back 
to ultimate causes. They could not see that the English 
kings had planted the seeds of the Revolution when, in 
their zeal to get America colonized. they had granted such 
political and religious privileges as tempted the radicals 
and dissenters of the time to migrate to America. Only 
historical research could reveal the fact that from the 
year .620 the English government had been systemati
cally stocking the colonies with dissenters and retaining 
in England the conformers. The tendency of coloniza
tion was to leave the conservatives in England, thus 
relatively increasing the conservative force at home. while 
the radicals went to America to fortify the radical polit.ical 
philosophy there. Thus England lost part of her po
tentiality for poliLical development. 

Not only were radicals constantly settling in t!1e colo
nies, because of tht! privileges granted them there. but 
the Crown neglected to enforce in the colonies the same 
regulations that it enforced at home. The Act of Uni
rormity was not extended to the colonies, though rigidly 
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enforced in England: the viceregal officers, the governors, 
permitted themselves again and again to be browbeaten 
and disobeyed by the colonial legislatures: I and even the 
king himsel£ had allowed Massachusetts (1635) to over
reach him by not giving up her charter.' 

After a century of great laxity toward the colonies-a 
century in which the colonists were favored by political 
privileges shared by no other people of that age; after the 
environment had established new social conditions, and 
remoteness and isolation had created a local and indi
vidual hatred of restraint: after the absence of traditions 
had made possible the institution of representation by 
population, and self-government had taken on a new 
meaning in the world; afteT a great gulf had been filted 
between the social, political. and economic institutions 
of the two parts of the British empirc----only then did the 
British government enter upon a policy intended to make 
the empire a unity.-

Independence had long existed in spirit in most of the 
essential matters of colonial life. and the British govern
ment had only to seek to establish its power over the 
colonies in order to arouse a desire for formal indepen
dence. The transition in England, therefore, to an im
perial ideal, about the middle of the eighteenth century, 

'doubtless caused the rending of the empire. Walpole Ipld 
Newcastle, whose administrations had just preceded the 
reign of George I II., had let the colonies alone, and thus 
aided the colonial at the expense of the imperial 'idea: 
while their successors, Grenville and Townshend, ruling 
not wisely but too well, forced the colonists to realize that 
they cared more for America than for England. 

The time had come, though these ministers failed to 
see it. when the union of Great Britain with her colonies 

I Greene, r .. P,wiJf&itJl Gowrwor, passim. 
'BarTy. HUt. of Mau., I, 288-1195. 
- Por • detailed Itudy of thi. subject. ,.ee Howard, PnUM

IIIIrin of 1M R.'-":- (A-ncml NtJIiort. VIII). 
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depended on the offspring's disposition toward .the 
mother-counuy. Good feeling would p~e the uru~, 
but dissatisfaction would make even forable. con~1 ~. 
possible. Social and political and econonuc tiCS still 
hound the colonists to the home land, but these were 
weak lies as compared with an ir:epres:&.ble ~esire for 
self-growth. The expression of their pohttcal Ideals un
restrained by the conservatism of the parent w~ a de
sired end to which they strove, almost unconscIous or 
their object. 

To understand the American Revolution, therefore, 
several {acts must be clearly in mind-fim, that Great 
Britain had {or one hundred and fift.y years been ~w
ing to the dignity of an empire, and that ~he thirteen 
colonies were a considerable part of that empire; second, 
the colonies had interests of their own which were ~ot 
favored by the growing size and ~~ren~h of the empire. 
They were advancing to ~ew pohtlc.at .Ideals faster than 
the mother-country. Their econonuc mterests were be
coming differentiated from those. ~f England. They we~ 
coming to have wants and ambitions and ~o~ of their 
own quite distinct from th~ of Great Bn~.IR. . 

At the fatal time when the mdependent sptnt of Amen
ca had grown assertive. the politically active par:t of t~e 
British people began unconsciously to favor an ~penal 
policy which their ministers suggested, and which to 
them 'seemed the very essence of &Qund reasoning and 
good government. They approv~ of the proposed crc;a
tion of executives who should be mdependent of the diC
tation of the colonial assemblies. There were also to be 
new administrative organs having power to enforce the 
colonial trade regulations; and the defensive system of 
the colonies was to be improved by a force of regular 
troops, which was in part to be supported by colonial 
taxes. 

I n order to accomplish these objects, the king'. new 
minister the assiduous Grenville, who knew tbe law bet-• 
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ter than the maxims of statesmanship, induced Parlia· 
menl, in March, 1764, to resolve upon "certain st.amp 
duties" for the colonies. A year later the "Gentle Shep· 
herd," as Pitt had dubbed him, proved his watchfulness 
by getting a stamp act passed,1 which, though nearly a 
duplicate of one in force in England, and like one of 
Massachuset.ts' own laws, nevertheless aroused every 
colony to violent v.'l'ath. 

This sudden Harne of colonial passion rose (rom the 
embers of discontent with Grenville's polic)' of enforcing 
the trade or navigation laws-those restrictions upon 
colonial industries and commercc which were the out
growth of a protective commercial policy which England 
had begun even before the discovery of America.1 As 
the colonies grew they began to be regarded as a source 
of wealth to the mother-eountry; and, at t.he same t.ime 
that bounties were given them for raising commodities 
desired by England, restrictions were placed upon Ameri
can trade.' When the settlers of the northern and mid· 
die colonies began manufacturing for themselves, their 
industry no sooner interfered with English manufactures 
than a law was passed to prevent the exportation of the 
production and to limit the ind\L<;try itself. This system 
of restrictions, though it necessarily est.ablished a real 
opposition of interest bet.ween America and England. 
does not seem on the whole to have been to the disad· 
vantage of the colonies;· nor was the English colonial 
system a whit more severe than that of other European 
countries. 

In 1733, however. the Molasses Act went into effect,' 

• 5 George 111., chap. xii, given in Macdonald, SrI«, CluJrkrJ, 
281. I Beer. CMftItW1'(ial Polk" 01 E .. g14rtd, 10-13. 

• For details and exact references to Jaws, see Channing. Tiu 
NtftJigalitnt Laws. in Amer. Antiq. Soc., Procmi"gs, new &eries, 
VI. For discussion, see Andrew,. Colo"wl S"l/-Gowrlu_m. chap. 
i; Greene, ColtntWl C(}ffu.,(mtvraiIJ'$ (A-nca" Nali(}1l, V, VI). 

• Beer, ComOfWTCwl Polky 01 £ .. ,14rtd. chap. vii. 
16 Georto II., chap. ][iii. 
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and, had it been enforced, would have been a serious 
det.riment to American interests. It not only aimed to 
stop the thriving colonial trade with the Dutch, French, 
and Spanish West Indies, but was intended to aid English 
planters in the British West. Indies by laying a prohibitive 
duty on imponed foreign sugar and molasses. It was not 
enforced, however, for the customs officials. by giving 
fraudulent clearances, acted in collusion with the colonial 
importers in evading the law; but, in 176.1, during t~e war 
with France, the thrifty colonists earned on an Illegal 
trade 'with the enemy, and Pitt demanded that the re
strictive laws be enforced. 

The difficulty of enforcing was great, (or it was hard 
to seize the smuggled goods, and harder still to convict 
the smuggler in the colonial courts. Search-warra~ts 
were impracticable, because the legal manner of usmg 
them made the informer's name public, and the law was 
unable to protect him from the anger of a community 
fully in sympathy with the smugglers. The only feasible 
way to put down t.his unpatriotic trade with the enemy 
was to resort to "writs of assistance," which would give 
the customs officers a right to search for smuggled goods 
in any house they pleased. 1 Such warrants were legal, 
had been used in America, and were frequently used in 
England;' yet so highly developed was the American love 
of personal liberty that when James Otis, a Boston law
yer, resisted by an impassioned speech the issue of such 
writs his arguments met universal approvaL' In perfect 
good fait.h he argued, after the manner of the ancient 
law-writers, that Parliament could not legalize tyranny, 
ignoring the historical fact that since the revolution of 
1688 an act of Parliament was the highest guarantee of 
right, and Parliament the sovereign and supreme power. 
Nevertheless, the popularity o[ Otis' argument showed 

1 Macdonald. Srl«t ClcarkTs. 2jQ. 

I Leclcy, A-ncOPt RftJOlulitht (Woodburn's ed.} ... 8. 
I J. Adams. Works. II, 523-535. 
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what America believed, and pointed very plainly the 
path of wise statesmanship. 

When, in 1763, the Pontiac Indian rebellion endan
gered the whole Wcst and made necessa.rr a force of sol
diers in Canada, Grenville, in spite of the recent warning, 
determined that tbe colonies should share the burden 
which was rapidly increasing in England. He lowered 
the sugar and molasses dulies, I and set out to enforce 
their collection by every lawful means. The trouble 
which resulted developed more quickly in Massachusetts, 
because its haBh climate and sterile soil drove it. to a 
carrying-trade, and the enforced navigation laws were 
thought to threaten its ruin. It was while American 
economic affairs were in this condition that Grenville 
rashly aggravated the discontent by the passage of his 
Stamp Act. 

As the resistance of the colonies to this taxation led 
straight to open war and final independence, it will be 
wonh while to look rather closely at the stamp tax, and 
at the subject of representation, which was at once linked 
with it. The terms of the Stamp Act are not of great 
importance, because, though it did have at least one bad 
feature 88 a law, the whole opposition was on the ground 
that there should be no taxation whatever without repre
sentation. It made no difference to its enemies that the 
money obtained by the sale of stamps was to stay in 
America to support the soldiers needed for colonial pro
tection. Nothing would appease them while the taxing 
Ixdy contained no representatives of their own choosing. 

To attain this right, they made their fight upon legal 
and historical grounds-the least favorable they could 
have chosen. They declared that, under the British 
constitution, there could be no taxation except by per
IORS known and voted fOT by the persons taxed. The 
wisest men seemed not to see the kernel of the dispute. 

14 Oeorve III.. chap_ xv. 
S. 
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A very real danger threatened the colonies-subject as 
they were to a body unsympathetic with the political and 
economic conditions in which they were living-but. they 
had no legal safeguard.' They must eit~er se\'er t~e 
existing constitutional bond or get Parh,,;ment of Its 
own will to limit its power over the colonies. AU un
wittingly the opponents of the Stamp Act were strug
gling v.;th a problem that could be solved only by rev. 
olution. 

Two great fundamental questions were .at iSSue: Sho~ld 
there be a British empire ruled by Parbament IR all Its 

parts either in England or QVersea 1 or should Parliament 
gov~ at home, and the colonial assemblies in America, 
with only a federal bond to unite them? Should the Eng
lish understanding of representation be imposed upon 
the colonies? or should America's institution triumph in 
its own borne? ]{ there was to be a successful imperial 
system, Parliament must have the power to ta1 a1~ parts 
of the empire. It was of no use to plead that Parbament 
had never taxed the colonies before, for, as Doctor John
son wrote, .. We do not put a calf into the plough: we 
wait till it is an ox.'" The colonies were strong enough 
to stand taxation now, and the reasonable dispute must 
be as to the manner or it. To understand the widely dif
ferent points of view of Englishmen and Americans, we 
must examine their systems of representative govern· 
ment, 

In electing members to the House of Commons in Eng. 
land certain ancient counties and boroughs were entitled 
to representation, each sending two members, regardless 
of the number of people within its territory. For a cen· 
tury and a half before the American Revolution only four 
new members were added to the fixed number in Parlia
ment. Meanwhile, great cities had grown up which had 
no representation, though certain boroughs, once very 

I o.good. in PolitKal ScWw. fJtun'tnly, XIII, U 
I Lecky, AMlrieo. Rft1Oi.uw. (Woodburn's eel.), 6.t, 
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properly represented, had become uninhabited, and the 
lord who owned the ground elected the members to Parlia
ment, taking them, not from the district represented, but 
from any part of the kingdom. The franchise was usual
ly possessed either by the owners of the favo red pieces 
of land or in the boroughs chiefly by persons who in
herited certain rights which marked them as freemen. 
A man had as many votes as there were constituencies in 
which he possessed the qualifications. 

In the cQlonial assemblies there was a more d istinct 
territorial basis for representation. and changes of popu
lation brought changes of representation New towns 
sent new members to the provincial assembly, and held 
the right to be of great value. AU adult men-even 
negroes in New England-owning a certain small amount 
of property could vote for these members. In the South 
only the landholders voted, but the supply of land was 
not limited , as in England, and it was easily acquired. 
Finally. the voter and the representative voted for must, 
as a rule, be residents of the same district. From the 
first the colonial poli tical ideals were affccted by new 
conditions. When they established representative gov
ernment they had no historic places sanctified by tradition 
to be the sole breeding-places of members of Parliament. 

-Backed by such divergent traditions as these, the two 
parts of the British empire, or, more accurately, the 
dominant party in each section of the empire, faced each 
other upon a question of principle. Neither cou]d believe 
in the honesty of the other, for each argued out of a dif
ferent past. The opponents of the Stamp Act could not 
understand the political thinking which held them to be 
represented in the British Parliament. ,. No taxation 
without representation" meant for the colonist that 
taxes ought to be levied by a legislative body in which 
was seated a person known and voted for by the person 
taxed. An Englishman onJy asked that there be " no 
taxation except that voted by the House of Commons." 

86 

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

He was not concerned with the mode of election to that 
house or the interests of the persons composing it. The 
colonists called the Stamp Act. tyranny, but the British 
government certainly intended none. for it acted upon 
the theory of virtual representation, the only kind of 
representation enjoyed by the great mass of Englishmen 
either at home or in the colonies. On that theory nothing 
was taxed except by the consent of the virtual repre
sentatives of those taxed. But. replied an American, in 
England the interests of electors and non-electors are the 
same. Security against any oppression of non-electors 
lies in t.he fact that it. would be oppressive to electors 
also; but Americans have no such safeguard, for acts 
oppressive to them might be popu]ar 'with English 
electors. 1 

When the news of the Stamp Act first came oversea 
there was apparent apathy. The day of enforcement was 
six months away, and there was nothing to oppose but a 
law. It was the fitting time for an agit.ator. Patrick 
Henry, a gay. unprosperous, and unknown country law
yer. had been carried into the Virginia House of Burgesses 
on the public approval of his impassioned denial. in the 
.. Parson's Cause" (1763), of the king's right to veto a 
needed Jaw passed by the colonial legislature. He now 
offered some resolutions against the stamp tax, denying 
the right of Parliament to legislate in the internal affairs 
of the colonr.2 This "alarum bell to the disaffected," 
and the fiery speech which secured its adoption by an 
irresolute assembly. were applauded everywhere. Jeffer
son said of Henry, that he "spoke as Homer wrote." 

As soon as the names of t"'e appointed stamp-distrib
uters were made kno\\.'Tl (August I, 1765) the masses ex
pressed their displeasure in a way unfortunately too com· 
mon in America. Throughout the land there was rifling 
of stamp«>lIectors' houses, threatening their li ves. burn-

t Dulany. in Tyler. Lit_ Hist. of Amn-. RI1J .. I. 104-105. 
1 Lif,. Con'tspqte<k'fl:~. olfd Sf'"CMs 01 P~. H,.ry. I . 84-89. 
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ing their records and documents, and even their houses. 
Their o~ces were demolished and their resignations com. 
pelled-m one case under a hanging effigy, suggestive 
of the result of refusal. The more moderate patnots can
celled their orders with British merchants. agreed not to 
remit their English debts, and dressed in homespun to 
avoid wearing imported clothes. 

On the morning that the act went into effect (November 
I, 1765) bells tolled the death of the nation. Shops were 
Mut, flags hung at half-mast, and newspapers appeared 
with a death's-head where the stamp should have been. 
Mobs burned the stamps, and none were to be had to 
legalize even the most. solemn and important papers. 
The courts ignored t.hem and the governors sanctioned 
their omission. None could be used, because none could 
be obtained. All America endorsed the declaration of 
rights of the Stamp-Act Congress, which met in New 
York. October, 1765. It assened that the colonists 
had the same liberties as British subjects. Circum
stances, they declared, prevented the colonists from be
ing represented in the House of Commons, therefore 
no taxes could be levied except by their respective 
legislatures .• 

This great ado was a complete surprise to the British 
government. On the passage of the Stamp Act, Wal_ 
pole had written,! "There has been nothing of note in 
Parliament but one slight day on the American taxes." 
Tbat expressed the common conception of its importance; 
and when the Grenville ministry fell Uuly. 1765), and 
was succeeded by that of Rockingham, the American sit
uation bad. ~bsolutely nothing to do with the change. 
The new mtntstry was some months in deciding its policy. 
The king was one of the first to realize the situation. 
which he declared .. the most serious that ever came be
fore Parliament" (December 5. 1765). Weak and un-

I Hart, CMfUMporarVs, II, 40'. 
I Wolpoll's I..Att..rs. February II, 1,6S. 
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willing to act as the new ministry was, the situation com
pelled attention. The king at first favored. coercion of 
the rebellious colonies, but the English merchants, suf
fering from the suspended trade, urged Parliament to 
repeal the act. Their demand decided the ministry to 
favor retraction, just as fonnerly their influence had 
forced the navigation laws and the restrictions on colonial 
manufactures. I f the king and landed gentry were re
sponsible for the immediate causes of the Revolution, 
the influence of the English commercial classes on legis. 
lation was the more ultimate cause. 

After one of the longest and most heated debates in 
the history of Parliament. under the advice of Benjamin 
Franklin, given at the bar of the House of Commons.' 
and with the powerful aid of Pitt and Camden, the Stamp 
Act was repeale4. Another act passed at the same time 
asserted Parliament's power to legislate for the colonies 
in all cases whatsoever.' Thus the firebrand was left 
smouldering amid the inflammable colonial affairs; and 
Burke was quick to point out that the right to tax, or 
any other right insisted upon after it ceased to hannonize 
with prudence and expediency, would lead to disaster.' 

It is plain to-day that the only way to keep up the 
nominal union between Great Britain and ber eolonies 
was to let them alone. The colonies felt strongly the 
ties of blood. interest, and affection which bound them 
to England. t They would all have vowed. after the re
peal of the Stamp Act, that they loved their parent much 
more than they loved one another. They felt only the 
nonnal adult instinct to act independently. Could the 
British government have given up the imperial idea to 
which it so tenaciously clung, a federal union might bave 
been preserved. 

The genius of dissolution. however. gained control of 

I Franklin, Works (Sparks' e.;1.), IV. 16'-lgB. 
·6 George III. chap. xii. f Morley. 8M',", '46. 
• Prauklin, lI'orlh (Spark!!' ed). 1\'. 161). 
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the ministry which next came into power. When illness 
withdrew Pitt from the" Mosaic Ministry," which he and 
Grafton had formed,Townshend's brilliant talents gave him 
the unquestioned lead. Trus man, who is said to have 
surpassed Burke in wit and Chatham in solid sense, de
termined to try again to tax the colonies for imperial 
purposes.· He ridiculed the distinction between external 
and internal tax; but sinc~ the colonists had put stress 
on t.he illegality of the latter he laid the new tax on im
ported articles, and prepared to collect at the custom
houses. The income was to pay the salarics of colonial 
governors and judges, and thus render them independent 
of the tyrannical and contentious assemblies. Writs of 
assistance, so effective in enforcing the revenue laws but 
so hated by the colonists, were legalized. The collection 
of the revenue was further aided by admiralty courts, 
which should try the cases without juries, thus prevent
ing local sympathy from shielding the violators of the law.' 

All the indifference into which America had relapsed, 
and which the agitators so much deplored, at once dis
appeared. The right of trial by jury was held to be in
alienable. The control of the judiciary and executive 
by the people was necessary to free government, asserted 
tile pamphleteers. Parliament could not legalize" writs 
of assistance," they rashly cried. The former stickling 
at an internal tax was forgotten. and they objected to 
any tax whatever-a more logical position, which John 
Dickinson, of Pennsylvania, supported by the assertion 
"that any law, in so far as it creates expense, is in reality 
a tax." Samuel Adams drew up a circular letter. which 
the Massachusetts assembly dispatched to the other colo
nial assemblies, urging concerted action against this new 
attack on colonial liberties.' The British government, 

I Walpole, Mpt(Ws of Ceort~ III., II, '75. III, '3- '7. 
t 7 George III.. chaps. xli, xlvi. Ivi. See Macdonald, $.1«1 

Clwrkrs, 3'0-33°. 
I Samuel Adams, IVrilifigs (rushing's cd.) , 1. 184. 
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through the colonial governors, attempted to squelch this 
letter, but the Massachusetts assembly rcfused to re
scind. and the other colonies were quick to embrace its 
cause. 

Signs were not wanting that the people as well as the 
political leaders were aroused. When the customs offi
cials, in 1768, seized John Hancock's sloop Liberty for 
alleged evasion of the customs duties. there was a riot 
which so frightened the officers that they tied to the fort 
and wrote to England for soldiers. 

This and other acts of resistance to the government led 
Parliament to urge the ~";ng to exercise a right given him 
by an ancient act to cause persons charged v.ith treason 
to be brought to England for trial. The Virginia assem
bly protested against this. and sent their protest to the 
ot.her colonies for approval. 1 The governor dissoh'ed the 
assembly, but it met and voted a non-importation agree
ment, which also met favor in the other colonies. This 
economic argument again proved effective. and the 
Townshend measures were repealed. e~cept the tax on 
tea: Parliament thus doing everything but remO\'e the 
offence-" fixing a badge of slavery upon thc Americans 
without service to their masters."2 The old trade regu
lations also remained to vex the colonists. 

1n order that no disproportionate blame may be at
tached to the king or his ministry for the bringing on of 
the Revolution, it must be noted that the English nation. 
the Parliament, and the king were all agreed when the 
sugar and stamp acts were passed; and though Parlia
ment mustered a good-sized minority against the Town
shend acts. nevertheless no unaccustomed influence in its 
favor was used by the king. Thus the elements of the 
cloud were all gathered before the king's personality be
gan to intensify the oncoming stonn. The later acts of 
Parliament and the conduct of the king had the sole 

I HUlchin!lOn. Hist. of Mauad,uutts Bay. 111. 494, 
I juniu. (ed. of 1799). II. 31, 
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purpose of overcoming resistance to established govem_ 
ment. Most of tbese coercive acts, though no part of 
the original policy, were perfectly constitutional even 
in times or peace. They must be considered in their 
historical setling, however, just as President Lincoln's 
extraordinary acts in a time of like national peril. Hence. 
~o~h we are dealing with the natural, though perhaps 
d(.judged, efforts of a govemment to repress II. rebellion. 

After the riot which followed the seizure of the Liberty 
Uune, 1768), two regiments of British soldiers were sta. 
tioned in Boston. The very inadequacy of the force 
made its relations with the citizens strained, for they 
resented without fearing it. After enduring months of 
jeering and vilification, the soldiers at last (March 5, 17]0) 
fired upon a threatening moh, and four men were killed. 
Much was made of the" massacre," as it was called, be. 
cause it symbolized (or the people the substitution of 
military for civil government. A Boston jury acquitted 
the soldiers, and, after a town·meetlng, the removal of 
the two regiments was secured. 

A period of quiet followed until the assembly and the 
.governor got into a debate over the theoretical rights of 
the colonists. To spread the results of this debate, 
Samuel Adams devised the "committees of correspond
ence," I which kept the towns of Massachusetts informed 
of the controversy in Boston. This furnished a model 
for the colonial committees of correspondence, which be
came the most efficient means for revolutionary organi
zation. They created public opinion, set war itself in 
motion, and were the embryos of new governments when 
the old were destroyed. 

The first provincial committee that met with general 
response from the other colonies was appointed by Vir
ginia. March 12, 1773. to keep its assembly infonned of 
the "Gas,," Commission .'" The Gas,," was a sort of 

'Collins, COM..ntInS (1/ C~s~~ (Amer. Hist. AMOC., 
R~,."", 1901), I, "1· • Va. Cal. (If $,.. Paf., VlIl, I_I. 
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reve?ue:cuttcr which. while too zealously enforcing the 
Navigation Acts, ran aground Qune 9. 177:Z) in Nar~ 
ragansett Bay. Some Providence men seized and burned 
the vessel, and the British government appointed a com
mission to inquire into the affair.' The commission met 
with uni\'crsal opposition and had to report failure. 

From this time on the chain of events that led to open 
rebellion consists of a series of links so plainly joined 
and so well known that they need only the barest mentiOIl 
in this brief introduction to the actual war. The British 
government tried to give temporary aid to the East 
India Company by pennitting the heavy revenue on tea 
entering English ports. through which it must pass be
fore being shipped to America, and by licensing the com
pany itselC to sell tea in America.! To avoid yielding the 
principle for which they had been contending; they re. 
tained at colonial ports the threepenny duty, which was 
all that remained of the Townshend revenue scheme. 
Shjps loaded with this cheap tea came into the several 
American ports and were received with different marks 
of odium at different places. In Boston, after peaceful 
~ttempts to prevent the landing proved of no avail, an 
Impromptu band of Indians threw the tea overboard, so 
that the next morning saw it lying like seaweed on 
Dorchester beach. 

This outrage, as it was viewed in England, caused a 
general demand for repressive measures and the five 
"intolerable acts" were passed and sent o~ersea to do the 
last irremediable mischief.' Boston's port was closed 
until the town should pay for the tea. Massachusetts' 
cha,:er was ~nulled, its town·meetings irksomely re. 
s~ralOed, and Its government so changed that its execu. 
ttve officers would all be under the Icing's control. Two 

I R. I . Col. Rt<:oNs. VII, 81,108. 
: Farrand, "TuBtion of Tea," in A~. Hist. RnMtv. III, :1169. 
Ma~onaJd, S6kct C/tQ"tns, JJ7-JS6; Foree, A",. AreAl;".,. 
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other acts provided for the care and judicial privileges of 
the soldiers who soon came to enforce the acts. Finally, 
great offence was given the Protestant colonies by grant
ing religious freedom to the Catholics of Quebec, and the 
bounds of that colony were extended to the Ohio River, I 
thus arousing all the colonies claiming Western lands. 
Ex.cept in the case of Virginia, there was no real attack 
on their territorial integrity, but in the ex.citement there 
seemed to be. 

Some strong incentive for the colonies to act together 
had long been the only thing needed to send the flame of 
rebellion along the whole sea<aast. When the British 
soldiers began the enforcement of the punishment meted 
to Boston, sympathy and fear furnished the common 
bond. After several proposals of an intercolonial con
gress. the step was actually taken on a call from oppressed 
Massachusetts Uune 11, 1174)·' Delegates from every 
colony except Georgia met in Philadelphia in September. 
'774. Seven or the twelve delegations were chosen not 
by the regular assemblies. but by reVOlutionary conven
tions called by local committees; while in Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, and Connecticut, three of the remaining 
five states, the assemblies that sent the delegates were 
wholly dominated by the revolutionary element. Local 
committees may therefore be said to have created the 
congress, and they would now stand ready to enforce its 
will. 

The assembled congress adopted a declaration of rights. 
but their great work was the fonning an American associa
tion to enforce a non-importation and non-consumption 
agreement.- Local committees were to see that all who 
traded with England or refused to associate were held up 
os enemies of their country. The delegates provided (or 
a new congress in the following May, and adjourned. 

I "Quebec Act and the American Revolution," in Yaw R~. 
August, 1895· I PO«Ie. Alii. Arclrilll's ... th series, I. ,,'1. 
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. Meanwhile, General Gage and his "pretorian guard" 
ID Boston were administering the government of Massa
chusetts with noteworthy results. A general court o( 
the colony was summoned by Gage. who, repenting, tried 
to put it off; but it met. formed a provincial congress, and. 
settling down at Cambridge. governed the whole colony 
outside of Boston. I t held the new royal government 
to be illegal. ordered the taxes paid to its own recei ver 
instead of Gage's, and organized a militia. Gage at last 
detennined to disann the provincials. His raid to de
stroy the stores at Concord (April 19. I77S) resulted in 
an ignominious retreat and the loss of two hundred and 
seventy-three men, to say nothing of bringing sixteen 
thousand patriots swarming about Boston. 

" 
'MIa OUT ...... AIt 0 .. WAil, 1775 

Tho~h mainly social and economic forces brought the 
revolution to the stage of open warfare, a Massachusetts 
politician had 50 used these forces that both his friends 
and enemies thought the blame or the honor to be his. 
Samuel Adams began to desire independence as early as 
1768. From that time it was his unwearying effort to 
keep alive the opposition to the British ministry. For 
yea:' he sought to instil in the minds of rising youths the 
notion of independence. His adroit mind. always awake 
and tireless, toiled for but one end; and he was narrow
~ded enoagh to be a perfect politician. Two opposing 
VIews cowd never occupy his mind at the same time. For 
sharp practices he had no aversion. but he used them for 
public good. as he saw it, and not for private gain. He 
was a public servant, great or small, from his earliest 
manhood-as inspector of chimneys, tax~ol1ector, or 
moderator of town-meetings. He was ever a failure in 
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business: in politics. shrewd and able. The New Eng. 
land town-meeting was the theatre of his action; I he di
rected t.he Boston meetings, and the other towns fol· 
lowed. His tools were men. He was intimate with all 
classes, from the ship-yard roustabouts to the ministers 
of the gospel. In the canvass and caucus he was supreme. 
Others were always in the foreground, thinking that theirs 
was the glory. An enemy said that he had an unrivalled 
"talent for artfully and fallaciously insinuating" malice 
into the public mind. A mend dubbed him the "Colossus 
of debate." He was ready in tact and cool in moments 
of excitement; his reasoning and eloquence had a nervous 
simplicity, though there was little of fire, and he was sin
cere rather than rhetorical. 

Adams was of medium stature, but in his most intense 
moments he attained to a dignity of figure and gesture. 
His views were clear and his good sense abundant, so that 
he always received profound attention. Prematurely 
gray, palsied in hand, and trembling in voice, yet he had 
a mental audacity unparalleled. He was dauntless him
self, and thus roused and fortified the people. Nor were 
his efforts confined to the to\\o"ll-meeting, for he was also a 
voluminous newspaper writer. He showed no tolerance 
for an opponent, and his attacks were keenly felt. "Damn 
that Adams. Every dip of his pen stings like a homed 
snake," cried an enemy. Thus he went on canvassing, 
caucusing, haranguing, and writing until the maddened 
Gage attempted to seize him and the munitions of war 
which he and his fellow-politicians had induced the colony 
to collect. Concord and Lexington and the pursuit into 
Boston were the results. 

At the close of that long day of fighting (April 19, 1775) 
it was plain that war had begun, and the Massachusetts 
politicians who had pushed matters to that stage may well 
have bad misgivings. A single colony could have no hope 

I Wells. SaMtwI Adatfu, 1. 
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of success and there was little in the past to make one 
believe th~t the thirteen colonies would unite even to de
fend their political liberties. Franklin gave a vivi.d pict
ure of their different. forms of government, different 
laws, different interests, and, in some instances, dif
erent religious persuasions and different ~anners.· 
Their jealousy of one another was, he declared, so great 
that, however nccessary a union of the colonies has long 
been for their common defence, ... yet they have never 
been able to effect such 3. union among themselves." 
They were more jealous of each other than of Engl~d, and 
though plans for union had been proposed by their ablest 
statesmen, they had refused to consider them.! There 
were long-standing disputes between neighboring colonies 
over boundaries, over relations with the Indians, and over 
matters of trade. 

The greatest danger, however, that confronted the 
American cause was political division on the subject of 
the relations with England. As the quarrel with the 
mother-country grew more bitter, it was seen that the 
British government had many friends in America who, 
if they did not defend the action of the ministry, at least 
frowned upon the violent opposition to it. They believed 
that America's best interests lay in the union with Great 
Britain. The aristocracy of culture, of dignified profes· 
sions and callings, of official rank and hereditary wealth 
tended to side with the central government.' The more 
prosperous and contented men had no grievances, and 
conservatism was the character one would expect in them. 
They denounced the agitators as demagogues and their 
followers as "the moh." 

Through the long ten years of unrest preceding the 
Revolution, these Tories, as they were called, had suffered 
at the hands of mobs, and now, when Gage was powerless 

• Franklin. 1V000ks (Sparks' cd,), IV, 41. 
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outside of Boston, an active persecu,tion of them began.1 

Millers refused to grind their com, labor would not serve 
them, and they could neither buy nor sell. Men refused 
to worship in the same church with them. The)' were de
nounced as "in(amous betrayers of their country." Com
mittees published their names, .. sending them down to 
posterity with the infamy they deserve." After the siege 
of Boston had begun, those who '\\--ere even suspected of 
Toryism, as their support of the Icing was called, were 
regarded as enemies in the camp. The Massachusetts 
committees compelled them to sign recantations or con· 
fined them in jails for refusal. If they escaped they were 
pursued \\;th hue and cry. 

Some Bed to other colonies, but found that. "like Cain. 
they had some discouraging mark upon them." In exile 
they learned that the patriot wrath visited their property: 
their private coaches were burned or pulled in pieces. A 
ric..~ importer's goods were destroyed or stolen, and his 
effigy was hung up in sight of his house during the day 
and burned at night. Beautiful estates, where was 

. "every beauty of art or nature, every elegance, which it 
cost years of care and toil in bringing to perfection." were 
laid waste. Looking upon this work of ruin. a despairing 
loyalist cried that the Americans were .. as blind apd mad 
as Samson, bent upon pulling the edifice down upon their 
heads to perish in the ruins." 

The violence of the patriots' attack upon the loyalists 
seemed for a time to eliminate the latter from the struggle. 
The friends of royal power in America expected too much. 
and while the king's enemies were organizing they waited 
for him to erush the rising rebellion. They looked on with 
wonder as the signal flew from one loeaJ committee to an· 
other over thirteen colonies, who now needed only a glow
ing fact like Lexington to (use them into one defensive 
whole. The news reached Putnam's Connecticut farm in 

I Van Tyne, Loyolists, chap. i. 
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D. day; Arnold. at New Haven. had it the next day, and in 
four days it had reached New York.' Unknown messengers 
carried it through Philadelphia, past the Chesapeake, on to 
Charleston, and \\;thin twenty days the news in many 
garbled fonns was evoking a common spirit of patriotism 
from Maine to Georgia. It was commonly believed that 
America must be saved from "abject slavery" by the 
bands of patriots encompassing Boston.. . 

The farmers and mechanics who had hurned from thetr 
work to drive the British from Concord into Boston were 
not an army. They settled down in a great half-circle 
around the port with a common purpose of compelling 
Gage to take to his ships, but with no definite plan. Con· 
fusion was everywhere. Men were coming and going. and 
there were no regular enlistments! A few natural leaders 
were doing wonders in holding them together.' Among 
them the brave and courteous Joseph Warren. the wann 
friend of Samuel Adams and zealous comrade in the recent 
work of agitation. was conquering insubordination by the 
manly modesty and gentleness of his character. Others 
who were old campaigners of the French and Indian wars 
worked ceaselessly to bring order out of chaos. 

Yet not even the fanatic zeal of the siege could banish 
provincia] jealousies. There were as mnn)' leaders as there 
were colonies represented. New Hampshire men were led 
by John Stark, a hero of the French war; Connecticut men 
were under Israel Putnam, more picturesque as a wolf· 
slayer than able as a leader. Nathanael Greene, the philo
sophic and literary blacksmit.h. commanded the Rhode 
Island militia.t It was with difficulty that "the grand 
American anny," as the Massachuset.ts congress called it. 
finally intrusted the chief command to General Artemas 
Ward. who, in tum. was controlled by the Massachusetts 
committee of safety. 

I Force. Am. A"hiws, 4th series. II, J65- J68 . 
• Hatch. Ad,,"nlstratlon of tM Rroolutionary A,m,V, I. 
• Frothingham. Sup of Boston. 100- 103 . 'Ibid., 99'"101. 
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Even with some organization and a leader there was 
little outward semblance of an anny. In the irregular 
dress, brown and green hues were the rule. Unifonns like 
those of the British regulars, t.he hunting-shirt of the back
woodsman, and even the blankets of savages were seen 
side by side in the ranks of the first patriot annies. There 
was little distinction between officer anll private.1 Each 
company chose its own officers out of the ranks,1 and the 
private could not understand why he should salute his 
erStwhile friend and neighbor or ask his pennission to go 
home. The principle of social democracy was carried into 
military life to the great detriment of the service. Differ
ence in rank was ignored by the officers themselves. who 
in some cases did menial work about camp to curry favor 
with their men. 

Fortunately, there was in this raw militia a good leaven 
of soldiers seasoned and trained in the war with France· 
These men led expeditions to the islands of Boston Harbor 
in the effort to get the stock before it should be seized by 
the British.' Numerous slight engagements resulted, turn
ing favorably. as a rule, for the patriots, and the new re
cruits gained courage with experience. Thus nearly two 
months passed away, and an elated patriot wrote that 
"danger and war are become pleasing, and injured virtue 
is now aroused to avenge herself." 

The only way to drive Gage out of Boston was to seize 
one of the commanding hill-tops either in Dorchester or 
Charlestown, whence they might open a cannonade on the 
city. Gage saw this danger, and with the arrival of rein
forcements under Howe. Clinton. and Burgoyne a plan 
was made to get control of the dangerous hill-tops. With 
ten thousand well-equipped soldiers to pit against an iII
trained and poorly commanded multitude of fanners the 

1 Bolton. Tiu Privau SoIdi6 UNCkt Woshi"gto7t, 90; Force, 
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task seemed easy. After trying to terrify the rebels by 
threatening with the gallowS all who should be taken with 
arms and offering to pardon those who would lay them 
do~. Gage prepared to execute this plan. The patriots 
forestalled him by sending twelve hundred men under the 
veteran Colonel Prescott to seize Bunker Hill, in Charles

town. 
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THE BATTLE OP BU:-lKER HILL, '77S. 

IN May. I77S. the British force in Boston had increased 
by fresh arrivals from England aod Ireland to len 

thousand men. The man-of-war Cerberus arrived on the 
25th with Generals Howe. Clinton, and Burgoyne-three 
officers experienced in the military tactics of Europe. but 
little prepared for service here. They were surprised at 
the aspect of affairs. and Gage was reproacbed for his 
apparent supineness. However, unity of action was neces
sary. and the new-comers heartily co.operated with Gage 
in his plans. such as they were, for dispersing the rebel host 
that hemmed him in. He issued a proclamation on June 
12 insulting in words and menacing in tone. It declared 
martial law; pronounced those in anus and their abettors 
"rebels, parricides of the Constitution," and offered a free 
pardon to all who would forthwith return to their allegiance, 
except John Hancock and Samuel Adams, who were out
lawed, and {or whose apprehension as traitors a reward 
was offered. This proclamation, so arrogant and insult
ing, served on]y to exasperate the people. In the mean 
while several skirmishes had occurred between parties of 
the British regulars and the provincials, upon some of the 
cultivated islands that dot the harbor of Boston. 

At tbis time (May, I77S) but little progress had been 
made by the Americans in erecting fortifications. Some 
breastworks had been thrown up at Cambridge, near the 
root of Prospect Hill , and a small redoubt had been fonned 
at Roxbury. The right wing of the besieging army, under 
General Thomas, was at Roxbury, consisting of four thou-
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sand Massachusetts troops, including Cour artillery compa
nies, with field-pieces and a few heavy cannon. The Rhode 
Island forces, under Greene, were at Jamaica Plains. and 
near tbere was a greater part of General Spencer's Con
necticut regiment. General Ward commanded the left 
wing at Cambridge. which .consist~ of fifteen l\~assa
chusetts regiments, the battallOO of arttllery un~er Gndley, 
and Putnam's regiment, \\;th other Connecticut troops. 
Most of the Connecticut forces were at Inman's farm. 
Paterson's regiment was at the breastwork on Prospect 
Hill, and a large guard was stationed at Lechmere's Point. 
Three companies of Gerrish's regiment were at Chelsea; 
Stark's regiment was at Medford, and Reid's at Charles
town Neck. with sentinels reaching to Penny Ferry and 
Bunker Hill. 

It was made known to the Committee of Safety that 
General Gage had fixed upon the night of June 18 to 
take possession of and fortify Bunker H~I~ and Dorchester 
Heights. This brought matters to a mSIS, and measures 
were taken to perfect the blockade of Boston. The Com
mittee of Safety ordered Colonel Prescott, with a detach. 
ment of one thousand men, including a company of artil
lery, 'with two field-pieces, to march at night and throw up 
intrenchments upon Bunker Hill, an eminence just within 
the peninsula of Charlestown, and commanding the great 
northern road from Boston. as well as a considernble ppr· 
tion of the town. Bunker Hill begins at the isthmus, and 
rises gradually for about three hundred yards, forming a 
round, smooth hill, sloping on two sides to ..... ard the water, 
and connected by a ridge of ground on the south with the 
heights now known as Breed's Hill. This was a well
known public place, the name, "Bunker Hill," being found 
in the town records and in dceds from an early period. 
Not so with" Breed's Hill, " for it was not named in any 
description of streets previous to I77S, and ap~ to 
ha\'e been called after the owners of the pastures tnto 
which it was divided. rather than by the common name 
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of Breed's Hill. Thus, Monument Square was called 
RUMeIl 's Pasture, Breed's Pasture lay farther south and 
Green 's Pasture was at the head of Green Street. 'The 
easterly and westerly sides of this height were steep. On 
the east, at its base, were brick - kilns, clay - pits, and 
much sloughy land . On the west side. at the base, was the 
most &ettled part of the town. Moulton's Point, a name 
coeval with the settlement of the town, constituted the 
&OUtheastem comer of the peninsula. A part of this tract 
formed what is called Morton's Hill. Bunker Hill was 
one hundred and ten feet high, Breed's Hill sixty-two feet. 
and Moulton's Hill thirty-five feet. The principal street of 
the peninsula was Main Street, which extended from the 
Neck to the ferry. A road ran over Bunker Hill, around 
Breed's Hill. to Moulton's Point. The westerly portions 
of these eminences contained fine orchards. 

A portion of the regiments of Prescott, Frye, and Bridge. 
and a fatigue party of two hundred Connecticut troops 
with intrenching tools, paraded in the Cambridge camp 
at six O'clock in the evening. They were furnished with 
pacb and blankets, and ordered to take provisions for 
twenty-four hours. Samuel Gridley's company of artil
lery joined them, and the Connecticut troops were placed 
under the command of Thomas KnOWlton, a captain in 
Putnam', regiment, who ""as afterward killed in the battle 
on Harlem Heights. After an impressive prayer from the 
lips of President Langdon, of Harvard College. Colonel 
Prescott and Richard Gridley, preceded by two servants 
with dark lanterns, commenced their march, at the head 
of the troops, for Charlestown. It was about nine o'clock 
at night, the sky clcar and starry, and the weather very 
warm. Strict silence was enjoined, and the object of the 
expedition was not known to the troops until they am"ed 
at Charlestown Neck, where they were joined by Major 
Broob, of Bridge's regiment, and General Putnam. A 
guard of ten men was placed in Charlestown, and the main 
body marched over Bunker Hill. A council was held, to 
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select the best place for the proposed fortification. The 
order was explicit, to fonify Bunker Hill; but Breed's Hill 
being nearer Boston, and appearing to be a more eligible 
place, it was concluded to proceed to fonify it. and to 
throw up works, also, on Bunker Hill, to cover a retreat, 
if necessary, across Charlestown Neck. Colonel Gridley 
marked out the lines of the proposed fortifications. and, at 
about midnight, the men, having thrown off their packs 
and stacked their anos, began their perilous work-peril· 
ous, because British sentinels and British ships-of-war 
were a1m06t within sound of their picks. 

Officers and men labored together with all their might. 
with pickaxes and spades, and were cheered on in their 
work by the distant signals of safety-" AU's wel1!"-that 
came from the shipping and the sentinels at the foot of 
Capp's Hill. It proclaimed that they were still undis
covered; and at every cry of .. All's well 1" they plied their 
tools with increased vigor. When the day dawned, at 
about four o'clock, they had thrown up intrenchments six 
feet high; and a strong redoubt, which was tLlterward the 
admiration of the enemy, loomed up on the green height 
before the wondering eyes of the astonished Britons like 
a work of magic. The British officers could hardly be 
convinced that it was the result of a few hours' labor only. 
but deemed it the work of days. Gage saw at once how 
foolish he had been in not taking possession of this strong 
point, as advised, while it was in his power to do so. 

The lortification was first discovered at dawn, by the 
watchmen on board the British man-of-war Lr.Jtly. With
out waiting for orders, the captain put springs upon his 
cables. and opened a fire on the American works. The noise 
of the cannon aroused the sleepers in Boston, and when the 
sun arose on that bright morning. every eminence and roof 
in the city swarmed with people, astonished at the strange 
apparition upon Breed's Hill The shots from the Liwly 
did no harm, and, defended by their intrenchments, the 
Americans plied their tools in strengthening their works 
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within, until called t.o lay aside the pick and shovel for 
gun and knapsack. 

On June 17 Admiral Graves, the naval commander at 
Boston. ordered the firing to cease; but. it was soon re
newed, not only by the shipping. but from a battery of six 
guns upon Copp's Hill in the city. Gage summoned a 

council of war early 
in the morning. As 
it was evident that the 
Americans were rap
idly gaining strength, 
and that the safet.y of 
the town was endan
gered, it was unani
mously resolved to 
send out a force to 
drive them from the 
peninsula of Charles
town and destroy their 
works on the heights. 
It was decided, also. 

PL,4.N 01' TilE RKOOUHT ON HRKim', IIILL to make the attack 

in front, and preparations were made accordingly. The 
drums beat to anus, and Boston was soon in a tumult. 
Dragoons galloping, artillery trains rumbling, and the 
marching and countennarching of the regulars and loyal
ists, together with the clangor of the church bells, struck 
dismay into many a heart before stout in the presence of 
British protectors. It is said that the danger which sur
rounded the city converted man)' Tories into patriots; and 
the selectmen, in the midst of that fearful commotion, re
ceived large accessions to their list of professed friends 
from the ranks of the timid loyalists. 

Toward noon between two and three thousand picked 
men from the British anny, under the command of Gen
eral Sir William Howe and General Pigot, embarked in 
twenty-eight barges, part from the Long Wharf and some 
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from the North Battery, in Boston, and landed at Morton's. 
or Moulton's Point. beyond the eastern foot of Breed's Hill, 
covered by the guns of the Falcon and other vessels. 

The Americans had worked faithfully on their intrench
ments all the morning. and were greatly encouraged by the 
voice and example of Prescott. who exposed himself. with
out care, to the random shots of the bat.tery on Copp's 
Hill. He supposed, at first, that the enemy would not 
attack him, but., seeing the movements in t.he city. he was 
convinced to the contrary, and comforted his toiling troops 
with assurances of certain victory. Confident of such a 
result himself, he would not at first. send to General Ward 
for a reinforcement; but between nine and ten o'clock. by 
advice of his officers, Major Brooks was d.ispatched to head
quarters for t.hat purpose. General Putnam had u~ed 
Ward early in the morning to send fresh troops to reheve 
those on duty; but only a portion of Stark's regiment .was 
allowed to go. as the general apprehended tha~ Cambndge 
would be the principal point of attaCk. ConvInced ot.her
wise. by certain intelligence. the remainder of Stark's regi
ment, and the whole of Reed's corps, on t.he Neck. were 
ordered to reinforce Prescott. At twelve o'clock the men 
in the redoubt ceased work, scnt off their intrenching tools, 
took some refreshments, hoisted the New England flag, and 
prepared to fight. The intrenching tools were sent to 
Bunker Hill. where, under the directions of General Put
nam, the men began to throw up a breastwork. Some of 
the more timid soldiers !tUde the removal of the tools a 
pretext for leaving the redoubt, and never returned. 

It was between twelve and onc o'clock when the British 
troops, consisting of the fifth, thirty-eighth, forty-third, 
and fifty-second battalions of infantry, two companies of 
grenadiers, and two of light-infantry, landed. their rich 
uni{onns and anns flashing and glittering in the noonday 
sun. making an imposing and formidable display. General 
Howe reconnoitred the American works, and. while wait
ing for reinforcements, which he had solicited from Gage, 
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a]Jo~ed his troops to dine. When the intelligence of the 
landtng of the enemy reached Cambridge, two miles dis
tant, there was great excitement in the camp and through
out the town. The drums beat to anns, the bells were 
:ung, and the people and military were speedily hurrying 
tn every direction. General Ward used his own regiment, 
and those of Paterson and Gardner and a part of Bridge's, 
lor the defence of Cambridge. The remainder of the 
Massachusetts troops were ordered to Charlestown, and 
thither General Putnam conducted those of Connecticut. 

At about two o'clock the reinforcement for Howe ar
rived, and landed at the present navy-yard. It consisted 
of the Forty-ae\,enth battalion of infantry, a battalion of 
marines, and some grenadiers and light infantry. The 
whole force (about four thousand men) was commanded 
and directed by the most ski1£ul British officers then in 
~CBton; and every man preparing to attack the undis
~pliDed provincials was a drilled soldier, and quite perfect 
m the art of war. It was an hour of the deepest anxiety 
among the patriots on Breed's Hill. They had observed 
the whole martial display, from the time of the embarka
tion until the fonning of the enemy's line for battle. For 
the Americans, as yet. very little succor had arrived. 
Hunger and thirst annoyed them. while the labors of the 
nig~t and moming weighed them down with excessive 
fatigue. Added to this was the dreadful suspicion that 
took possession of their minds, when only feeble reinforce
ments arrived, that treachery had placed them there for 
the purpose of sacrifice. Yet they could not doubt the 
patriotism of their principal officers. and before the action 
commenced their suspicions were scattered to the winds 
by the arrival of their beloved Doctor Wan-en and General 
Pomeroy. Warren. who was president of the Provincia] 
Congress, then sitting at Watertown. seven miles distant, 
infonned of the landing of the enemy. hastened toward 
Charlestown, though suffering from sickness and exhaus
tion. He had been commissioned a major..general four 
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days before. Putnam, who was at Cambridge, fOl"'olrarding 
provisions and reinforcements· t.o Charlestown. t.ried to 
dissuade him from going into the battle. Warren was not 
to be diverted from his purpose, and. mount.ing a horse, he 
sped across the Neck and entered the redoubt, amid the 
loud cheen of the provincials. just as Howe gave orders 
to advance. Colonel Prescott offered the command to 
Warren. as his superior, when the latter replied. "I am 
come to fight as a volunteer, and feel honored in being 
allowed to serve under so brave an officer." 

While the British troops were forming. and preparing 
to march along the Mystic River for the purpose of flank
ing the Americans and gaining their rear, the artillery, 
with two field-pieces, and Captain Knowlton, witb the 
Connecticut troops, left the redoubt, took a position near 
Bunker Hill, and formed a breastwork seven hundred feet 
in length, which served an excellent purpose. A little in 
front of a strong stone and rail fence, Knowlton built an
other, and between the two was placed a quantity of new
mown grass. This apparently slight breastl\"Ork formed 
a "a1uable defence to the provincials. 

It was now three in the afternoon. The provincial 
troops were placed in an attitude of defence as the Brit
ish column moved slowly forward to the attack. Colon~1 
Prescott and the original constructors of the redoubt. ex
cept the Connecticut troops. were within the works, Gen
eral W &fTen also took post in the redoubt. Gridley and 
Callender's artillery companies were between the breast
works and rail fence on the eastern side. A few troops, 
recalled from Charlestown after the British landed, and 
a part of Warner's company, lined the cart-wayan the 
right of the redoubt. The Connecticut and New Hamp
shire forces were at the rail fcnce on the west of the re
doubt, and three companies were stationed in the main 
street at the foot of Breed's Hill. 

Before General Howe moved from his first position he 
sent out strong flank guards. and directed his heavy artil
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lery to play upon the American line. At the same time a 
blue ,flag .was displayed as a signal, and the guns upon 
<:opp s Hill nnd the ships nnd float ing batteries in the 
n\·~r poured a stenn of round-shot upon the redoubt. A 
funous cannonade was opened at the same moment upon 
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the right wing of the provincial army at. Roxbury, to 
prevent. reinforcements being sent by General Thomas 
to Charlestown. Gridley and Callender, with their field
pieces, returned a feeble response to the heavy guns of the 
enemy. Gridley's guns were soon disabled; while Cal
lender, who alleged that his cartridges were too large, 
withdrew to Bunker Hill. Putnam was there. and ordered 
him back to his first position. He disobeyed, and ncarly 
all his men, more courageous than hc, deserted him. In 
the meanwhile:. Captain Walker, of Chelmsford, with fifty 
resolute men, marched down the hill ncar Charlestown and 
greatly annoyed the enemy's left flank. Finding their posi
tion very perilous, they marched over to the Mystic, and 
did great execution upon the right flank. Walker was 
there wounded and made prisoner, but the greater part of 
his men succeeded in gaining the redoubt. 

Under cover o[ the discharges o[ artillery the British 
army moved up the slope of Breed's Hill toward the Ameri
can works in two divisions, General Howe with t.he right. 
wing, and General Figot wit.h t.he left. The fonner was 
to penetrate t.he American lines at the rail fence; the latter 
to storm the redoubt. They had not proceeded far before 
the firing of their artillery ceased. in consequence of dis
covering that balls too large for the field-pieces had been 
sent over from Boston. Howe ordered t.he pieces to be 
loaded with grape; but they soon bcc:ame useless. on ac
count of the miry ground at the base of the hill. Small 
anns and bayonets now became their reliance. 

Silently the British troops, burdened with heavy knap
sacks, toiled up the ascent toward the redoubt in the heat 
of a bright summer's sun. All was silent within the Ameri
can intrenchments. and very few provincials were to be 
seen by the approaching battalions; but \\;thin those breast
works. and in reserve behind the hills, crouched fifteen 
hundred detennined men, ready, at a prescribed signal. to 
fall upon the foe. The provincials had but a scanty supply 
of ammunition, and, to avoid wasting it by ineffectual shots, 
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Prescott gave orders not to fire until the enemy were so 
near t.hat the whites of their eyes could be seen. "Then" 
he said, "aim at their waistbands; and be sure t.o pick ~ff 
the commanders, known by their handsome coats!" The 
enemy were not so sparing of their powder and bal1 but 
when wit.hin gunshot of t.he apparently deserted ~·orks 
com?l~ced a random firing. Prescott could hardly re
stram hlS men from responding, and a few did disobey his 
orders and returned the fire. Putnam hastened to the 
spot, and threatened to cut down the first man who should 
again disobey orders, and quiet was restored. At length 
the enemy reached the prescribed distance, when, waving 
his sword over his head. Prescott shouted, "Fire!" Ter
rible was the effect of the volley that ensued. Whole 
platoons of the British regulars were laid upon the earth 
like grass by the mower's scythe. OthCT deadly volleys 
succeeded. and the enemy. disconcerted, broke and Bed 
toward the water. The provincials, joyed at seeing the 
~ars fly, wished to pursue them, and many leaped the 
rad fence for the purpose; but the prudence of the Ameri
ean officers kept them in check. and in a few minutes they 
were again within their works. prepared to receive a second 
attack from the British troops, that were quickly rallied 
by Howe. Colonel Prescott praised and encouraged his 
men. ~hile General Putnam rode to Bunker Hill to urge 
on relDforcements. Many had arrived at Charlestown 
Neck, but were deterred from crossing by the enfilading 
fire 0 the Glasgow and two anned gondolas near the 
causeway .. Portions of regiments were scattered upon 
Bunker Hlll and its vicinity, and these General Putnam, 
by entreaties and commands, endeavored to rally Colonel 
Gerrish. who was very corpUlent, became completely ex
hausted by fatigue: and other officers. wholly unused to 
warfare. coward-like kept at a respectful distance from dan
ger. Few additional troops could be brought to Breed's 
Hill before the second attack was made. 

The British troops, reinforced by four hundred marines . " 
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from Boston. under Major Small, accompanied by Doctor 
Jeffries. the anny surgeon. advanced toward the redoubt 
in the same order as at first, General Howc boldly leadlng 
the van. as he had promised. It was a mournful march 
over the dead bodies of scores of their fellow soldiers; but 
with true English courage they pressed onward, their 
artillery doing more damage to the Americans than at 
the first a; sault. It had moved along the narrow road 
between the tongue of land and Breed's Hill. and when 
within a hundred yards of the rail fence, and on a line 
with the breastworks. opened a galling fire, to cover the 
advance of the other assailants. In the meanwhile, a 
carcass and somc hot shot werc thrown from Copp's Hill 
into Charlestown. which set the village on fire. The houses 
were chiefly of wood. and in a short time nearly two hun
dred buildings were in flames. shrouding in dense smoke 
the heights in the rear whereon the provincials were posted. 
Beneath this veil the British hoped to rush unobserved up 
to the breastworks, scale them. and drive the Americans 
out at the point of the bayonet. At that moment a gentle 
breeze, which appeared to the provincials like the breath 
of a guardian angel-the first zephyr that had been felt 
on that sultry day--came from the west and swept the 
smoke away seaward, exposing to the full view of the 
Americans the advancing columns of the enemy, who 
fired as they approached. but with little execution. Colo
nels Brener, Nixon, and Buckminster were wounded, 
and Major Moore was killed. As before, the Americans 
reserved their fire until thc British were within the pre
scribed distance, when they poured forth their leaden hail 
with such sure aim and terrible effect that whole ranks of 
otTlcers and men were slain. General Howe was at the 
head, and once he was left entirely alone, his aids and all 
about him having perished. The British line recoiled and 
gave way in several parts. and it required the Ubnost 
exertion in all the remaining officers, from the generals 
down to the' subalterns. to repair the disorder which this 
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hot and unexpected fire had produced. All their efforts 
were at first fruitless, and the tro.>p6 retreated in great 
disorder to the shore. 

General Clinton, who had beheld the progress of the 
battle with mortified pride. seeing the regulars repulsed a 
second time. crossed over in a boat. followed by a small 
reinforcement. and joined the broken army as a volunteer. 
Some of the British officers remonstrated against leading 
the men a third time to certain destruction; but others, 
who had ridiculed American valor, and boasted loudly of 
British invincibility. resolved on victory or death. The 
incautious loudness of speech of a provincial. during the 
second attack. declaring that the ammunition was nearly 
exhausted. ga\'e the enemy encouraging and important 
infonnation. Howe immediately rallied his troops and 
fonned them for a third attack, but in a different way. 
The weakness of the point between the breastwork and the 
rail fence had been discovered. by Howe, and thitherward 
he determined to lead the left wing with the artillery. while 
a show of attack should be made at the rail fence on the 
other side. His men were ordered to stand the fire of the 
provincials, and then make a furious charge with bayonets. 

So long were the enemy making preparations for a third 
attack that the provincials began to imagine that the 
second repulse was to be final. They bad time to refresh 
themselves a little and recover from that complete ex
haustion . 'hich the lalx>r of the day had produced. It was 
too true that their ammunition was almost exhausted, 
and, being obliged to rely upon that for defence, as com
paratively few of the muskets were furnished with bayo
~ts'. they began to despair, The few remaining cartridges 
wlthm the redoubt were distributed by Prescott. and those 
80Idien who were destitute of bayonets resolved to club 
their anna and use the breeches of their guttI when their 
powder should be gone. The loose atones in the redoubt 
were collected for use as missiles if necessary. and all re
solved to tight as long as a ray of hope appeared, 
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During this preparation on Breed's Hill. a11 was con
fusion elsewhere. General Ward was at Cambridge, with
out sufficient staff officers to convey his orders. Henry 
(afterward General) Knox was in the reconnoitring service. 
os a volunteer, during the day. and upon his reports Ward 
issued his orders. Late in the afternoon. the commanding 
general despatched his own. with Paterson and Gardner's 
regiments. to the field of action; but to the raw recruits 
the aspect of the narrow Neck was terrible. swept as it 
was by the British cannon. Colonel Gardner succeeded 10 

leading three hundred men to Bunker Hill. where Put~am 
set them intrenching. but soon ordered them to the lines. 
Gardner was advancing boldly at their head. when a 
musket-ball entered his groin and wounded him mortally. 
His men were thrown into confusion. and very few of them 
engaged in the combat that (ollowed, until the retreat 
commenced. Other regiments failed to reach the tines. 
A part of Genish's regiment. led by Adjutant Christian 
Febiger, a Danish officer, who afterward accompan.ied 
Arnold to Quebec and was distinguished at Stony Pomt. 
reached the lines just as the action commenced. and 
effectually galled the British left wing. Putnam, in the 
mean time, was using his utmost exertions to fonn the 
confused troops on Bunker Hill and get fresh corps with 
bayonet.s across the Neck. 

All was order and finnness at the redoubt on Breed's 
Hill as the enemy advanced. The artillery of the British 
swept the interior of the breastwork from end to end. 
destroying many of the provincials. among whom was 
Lieutenant Prescott, a nephew of the colonel command
ing. The remainder were driven within the redoubt, and 
the breastwork was abandoned. Each shot of the pro
vincials was true to its aim, and Colonel Abercrombie 
and Majors Williams and Spcedlove reU. Howe was 
wounded in the foot. but continued fighting at the head 
of his men. His boata were at Boston. and retreat he 
could not. His troops pressed forward to the redoubt, 
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now ~early ~Ient. for the provincials' last grains of powder 
were In thetr guns.. Only a ridge of earth separated the 
combatants, and the assailants scaled it. The lirst that 
~hed ~he . parapet were repulsed by a shower of stones. 
Major Pitcairn, who led the troops at Lexington, ascend
ing the parapet, cried out, "Now for the glory of the 
ma~nes!" and was immediately shot by a negro soldier. 
Agatn numbers of the enemy leaped upon the parapet 
while others assailed the redoubt on three sides. Hand 
to hand the belligerents struggled, and the gun-stocks of 
many of the provincials were shivered to pieces by the 
~eavy blows the>: were made to gl\·e. The enemy poured 
IOto the redoubt 10 su~h numbers that Prescott, pereeiving 
the folly o~ longer resistance: ordered a retreat. Througb 
the enemy 8 ~ks the Amencans hewed their way, many 
of them walking backward and dealing deadly blows with 
their musket-stocks. Prescott and Warren were the last 
to leave the redoubt. Colonel Gridley. the engineer, was 
wounded. and borne off safely. Prescott received several 
thrusts from bayonets and rapiers in his clothing, but 
escaped unhurt. Warren was the last man that left the 
works. He was a short distance from the redoubt, on his 
way toward Bunker Hill, when a musket - ball passed 
through his head, killing him instantly. He was leh on 
the field, for all were flying in the greatest confusion pur
&Ued. by th~ victors, who remorselessly bayoneted th~ who 
fell m their way. 

H:fajor Jackson had rallied Gardner's men upon Bunker 
,and: ~g forward with three companies of Ward's, 

and P:ebiger s party from Gerrish's regiment, poured a de
~~ctive lire upm the enemy between Breed's and Bunker 

I , and ,braVelY covered the retreat from the redoubt. 
The Amenca~s at the rail fence, under Stark, Reed, and 
~no~lton, reinforced by Clark, Coit, and Chester'. Con
t ec~lcut comp,anies and a few other troops, maintained 
hell' ground, 10 the meanwhile, with great firmness and 

SUCcessfully resisted every attempt of the enemy to'tum 
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their Bank. This service was very valuable, {or it saved 
the main body. retreating from the redoubt, from being 
cut off. But when these saw their brethren, with the 
cbief commander, flying before the enemy, they too Red. 
Putnam used every exertion to keep them finn. fie 
commanded, pleaded, cursed and swore like a madman, 
and was seen at every point in the van trying to rally the 
scattered corps, swearing that victory should crown the 
Americans. "Make a stand here!' he exclaimed. "we 
can stop them yet! In God s name, fire and giv~ the~ 
one shot more'" The gallant old Pomeroy. also, With hiS 
shattered musket in his hand, implored them to rally. but 
in vain. The whole body retreated across the Neck, where 
the fire from the Glasgow and gondolas slew many of them. 
They left five of their six field - pieces and all their in
trenching tools upon Bunker Hill, and they retreated to 
Winter Hill, Prospect Hill, and to Cambridge. The Brit
ish, greatly exhausted, and properly cautious, did ~ot 
follow, but contented themseh'es ... .;th taking possession 
of the peninsula. Clinton advised an immediate at.tack 
upon Cambridge, but Howe was too cautious or too timid 
to make the attempt. His troops lay upon their anns 
all night on Bunker Hill. and the Americans did the same 
on Prospect Hill, a mile distant. Two British lield-pieces 
played upon them. but without effect, and, both sides feel
ing unwilling to renew the action, hostilities ceased. The 
loss of the Americans in this engagement was one hundred 
and fifteen killed and missing, three hundred and five 
wounded, and thirty who were taken prisoners, in all, four 
hundred and lifty. The British loss is not positively known. 
Gage reported t",,-o hundred and twenty·six killed, and 
eight hundred and twenty-eight wounded; in all, ten 
hundred and fifty-four. In t.his number are included 
eighty-nine office~. The Pro\oincial Congress of Massa
chusetts, from the best infonnation they couJd obtain, re
ported t.he British loss at about fifteen hundred. The 
number of buildings consumed in Charlestown, before 
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midnight, was about four hundred; and thc estimated 
loss of property (most of thc families, with their cffects, 
having moved out) ..... as nearly six hundred thousand 
dollars. 

The number engaged in this battle was small, yet con· 
temporary "Titcrs and cye·witnesses represent it as one 
of the most determined and severe on record. There was 
absolutely no victory in the case. The most indomitable 
courage was displayed on both sides; and when the pro
vincials had retired but a short distance, so wearied and 
exhausted were all that neither party desired more fighting, 
if we except Colonel Prescott, who earnestly petitioned to 
be allowed to lead a fresh corps that evening and retake 
Breed's Hill. It was a terrible day for Boston and its 
vicinity, for almost every family had a reprcscntati\'e in 
one of the two armies. Fathers. husbands, sons. and 
brothers were in the affray, and deep was the mental an
guish of the women of thc city, who, from roofs and steeples 
and every elevation. gazed with streaming eyes upon the 
carnage, for the battle raged in full view of thousands of 
interested spectators in the town and upon the adjoining 
hills. In contrast with the terrible scene were the cloud· 
less sky and brilliant sun. 1 

, .. Bunker Hill Monument celebrates a fact more important 
than most victories-namely. tha.t the raw provinC:ials fac:ed the 
British army for two hours, they themselves being under so little 
organization that it is impossible to tell even at this day who wa.s 
their commander: that they did this with only the proteetion of 
an unfinished earthwork and a rail fence. retreating only when 
their powder "811 out- ... The newspapera of England •. instead ol 
being uultant. were indignant or apologeuc."-THO .. "'S WENT· 
WORTH HIOGUIS0N. 

THE BATTLE OF DUNKER JlILL 

SYNOPSIS OF THE PRINC1PAL EVENTS, CHIEFLY 
MILITARY, BETWEEN THE BATTLE OF 

BUNKER HILL, 1775, AND THE 
BATTLE OF SARATOGA, 1777 

177S. Washington conducts the sicoge of Boston. The 
Americans take Montreal. Unsuccessful assaults on 
Quebec. Settlement of Kentucky by Daniel Boone. 

17]6. The British evacuate Boston. The British rc
pulsed at Charleston. S. C. The Continental Congress 
adopts the Declaration of Independence. The British. 
under Howe and Clinton, defeat the Americans, under 
Putnam and Sullivan, in the baltic of Long Island. Thc 
British occupy New York. The Americans defeated at 
White Plains, Washington surpriscs the Hessians at 
Trenton. 

1777. Washington is victorious at Princeton. Burgoync 
takes Ticonderoga. The Americans are victorious at 
Bennington. Washington defeated by Howe in the bat
tle of the Brandywine. Battle of Stillwater. The Brit
ish enter Philadelphia. Repulse of Washington at Ger
mantown. Battle of Saratoga. 



VIlI 

THE BATTLE OP SARATOGA, '777. 

IN 1777 the British ministry had planned, in addition to 
t~e o~rations of the main army against Philadelphia, 

an Invasion from Canada, apprehensions of which had led 
the Americans into their late unsuccessful attempt to con
quer that province. Such supplies of men or money as 
they as,ked for. were ~eadily voted; but in England, as 
well as In Amenca. ~hstments were a matler of difficulty. 
Lord George Genname was possessed with an idea of 
":hich Sir William Howe found it vuy difficult to disabuse 
htm .. that recruits might be largely obtained among the 
Amencan loyalist.!. In spite, however, of all the efforts 
of Tryon, Delancey, and Skinner, the troops of that de
scription hardly amounted as yet to twelve hundred men; 
and Howe complained. not without reason, of the tardi
ness of the ministen> in filling up his army. 

The American Northern Department. again placed under 
the .sole co~and of Schuyler, had been so bare of troopl 
dunng the WInter that serious apprehensions had been felt 
lest Ticonderoga might be taken by a sudden movement 
from Canada over the ice. The Northern anny was still 
very feeble; and the regiments designed to reinforce it 
fi~l~ up so slo~ly, notwithstanding the offer of large ad. 
dltlOnal bounties, that Massachusetts, Connecticut, and 
New Hampshire were obliged to resort to a kind of con· 
scription. a draft of militia men to serve for twelve months 
as substitutes till the regiments could be filled. In form-
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ing the first New England anny. the enlistment of negro 
slaves had been specially prohibited; but recruits of any 
color were now gladJy accepted, and many negroes ob
tained their freedom by enlistment. 

The Middle and Southern colonies. whence\V'ashington's 
recruits were principally to come, were still more behind
hand. Of the men enlisted in those states, many were 
foreign-born, redcmptioners. or indented servants, whose 
attachment to the cause could not fully be relied upon. 
Congress had offered bounties in land to such Gennans as 
might desert from the British, and Howe now retorted by 
promising rewards in money to foreigners deserting the 
American service. Congrc::;s, as a countervailing measure, 
at Washington's earnest request relinquished a plan they 
had adopted of stopping a portion of the pay of the in
dented servants in the anny as a compensation to their 
masteB for loss of service. That compensation was left 
to be provided for at the public expense, and the enlisted 
servants were all declared freemen. 

Washington was still at Morristown. waiting with no lit~ 
t ie anxiety the movements of the British. The expected 
reinforcements and supplies. especially tents, the want of 
which had kept Howe from moving, had at last arrived. 
Burgoyne had assumed the command in Canada; but what 
his intentions were Washington did not know-whether 
he would advance by way of Lake Champlain. or, what 
seemed more probable. would take shipping in the St. 
Lawrence and join Howe in New York. ~or could he tell 
whether Howe would move up the Hudson to <.:<rapcrate 
with Burgoyne, or whether he would attempt Philadelphia; 
and if so, whether by land or waler. 

Philadelphia. however. seemed the most probable object 
of attack; and the more effectually to cover that city, 
leaving Putnam in the Highlands with a division of East
ern troops. Washington, on May 28th. movcd to a piece of 
strong ground at Middlebrook. about twelvc miles from 
Princeton. He had with him fony-three battalions, ar-
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ranged in ten brigades and five divisions; but these bat
talions were so far from being full that the whole amounted 
to only eight thousand men. 

On June 13th Howe marched out of New Brunswick 
with a powerful army, designing apparently to force his 
way to Philadelphia. Washington caJlcd to his aid 3 large 
part of the troops in the Highlands; the New Jersey militia 
turned out in force; Arnold, to "'hom had been assigned 
the command at Philadelphia, was busy with Mifflin in 
preparing defences for the Delaware. It was Howe's real 
object, not so much to penetrate to Philadelphia as to draw 
Washington out of his intrenchments and to bring on a 
general engagement. in which. upon anything like equal 
ground, the British genera] felt certain of victory. With 
that intent he made a sudden and rapid retreat, evacuated 
New Brunswick even. and fell back to Amboy. The bait 
seemed to take; the American van. under Stirling, de
scended to the low grounds, and Washington moved with 
the nuLin body to Quibbletown. But when Howe turned 
suddenly about and attempted to gain the passes and 
heights on the American left, Washington. ever on the 
alert. fell rapidly back to the strong ground at Middlebrook. 
In this retrograde movement Stirling's division lost a few 
men and three pieces of artillery; but the American army 
was soon in a position in which Howe did not choose to 
attack it. 

Defeated in this attempt to bring on a general action, 
and having made up his mind to approach Philadelphia 
by water, the British commander, on June 30th, withdrew 
into Staten Island. where he embarked the main body of 
his army, not less than sixteen thousand strong. leaving 
Clinton, who had been lately honored with the Order of 
the Bath, to bold New York with five thousand men, and, 
by expeditions up the Hudson and into New Jersey, to 
('()-Operate as weIl with Burgoyne as with the attack upon 
Philadelphia. 

Washington knew from spies, of whom be always bad 
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a number in New York, that a fleet of transports was fitting 
out there. but its destination was kept secret. Perhaps 
Howe meant to proceed up the Hudson to co-operate 
with Burgoyne; and the probability of such a movement 
seemed to be increased by tbe arrival of news that Bur
goyne was advancing up Lake Champlain. Perhaps, with 
the same object of aiding Burgoyne, Howe might make an 
attempt upon Boston, thus finding employment at home 
for the New England militia and preventing any rein
forcements to Schuyler's army. Under these impressions, 
Washington moved slowly toward the Hudson; but when 
the British Heet went to sea. he retraCed his steps toward 
the Delaware; and news arriving that the ships had been 
seen off Cape May, he advanced to GermantO .... il. Instead 
of entering the Delaware, the British Heet was presently 
seen steering to the eastward, and all calculations were 
thus again bafDed. It was thought that Howe was re
turning to New York or had sailed for New England, and 
the anny was kept ready to march at a moment's notice. 
Washington. in the interval, proceeded to Philadelphia and 
there had an interView ..... ;th Congress. 

The force in Canada at Burgoyne's disposal had been a 
good deal underrated by Washington and by Congress; 
nor could they be induced to believe that anything was 
intended in that quarter beyond a feigned attack upon 
Ticonderoga, in order to distract attention from Phila
delphia. Hence the less pains had been taken to fin up 
the ranks of the Northern army. which, indeed, was much 
weaker than Congress had supposed At least ten t.hou
sand men were necessary for the defence of Ticonderoga 
alone; but St. Clair, who commanded there, had only 
three thousand, very insufficiently armed and equipped. 
The posts in the rear were equally weak. 

It was a part of Burgoyne's plan not merely to take 
Ticonderoga, but to advance thence upon Albany, and, 
with the co-operation of the troops at New York, to get 

"3 



DECIsrVE BATTLES OF AMERICA 

possession also of the posts in the Highlands. The Brit· 
ish would then command the Hudson through its whole 
extent, and Ncw England. the head of the rebellion. would 
be completely cut off £rom the Middle and Southern 
colonies. 

Burgoyne started on this expedition with a brilliant 
army of eight thousand men. partly British and partly 
Germans, besides a large number of Canadian OOatmen. 
laborers, and skinnishers. On the western shore of Lake 
Champlain, near Crown Point. he met the Six Nations in 
council. and, after a feast and a speech. some four hun· 
dred of their warriors joined his anny. His next step. on 
June 29th, was to issue a proclamation, in a very grandilo
quent style, setting forth his own and the British power. 
painting in vivid colors the rage and fury of the Indians. 
so difficult to be restrained . and threatening with all the 
extremities of war all who hauld preswne to resist his 

"""'. Two days after the issue of this proclamation. Bur-
goyne appeared before Ticonderoga. He occupied a steep 
hill which overlooked the fort, and which the Americans 
had neglected because they thought it inaccessible to 
artillcry Preparations for attack were rapidly making, 
and St. Clair saw there was no chance for his troops ex
cept in instant retreat. The baggage and stores, placed 
in bateaux. under convoy of five anned galleys, the last 
remains of the American flotilla, were despatched, on 
July 6th, up the narrow southern extremity of the lake 
to Skenesborough. now Whitehall, toward which point the 
troops retired by land. in a southeasterly direction, through 
the New Hampshire Grants. 

While General Fraser pursued the retreating troops, 
followed by General Riedesel with a corps of Germans. 
Burgoyne forced the obstructions opposite Ticonderoga. 
and, embarking severa] regiments. he speedily overtook 
the American stores and baggage, all of which fell into 
his hands. ". BURGOYNE'S ROtlTE 
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The garrison of Skenesborough, infonned. of Burgoyne's 
approach, set fire to the works and retreated up Wood 
Creek to Fort Anne, a post aoout haIC·way to the Hudson. 
They had a sharp skinnish with a British regiment which 
followed. them; but, other troops coming up, they set fire 
to the buildings at Fort Anne and retired. to Fort Edward. 

The van of St. Clair's troops, at the end of their first 
day's march, had reached. Castleton, a distance of thirty 
miles from Ticonderoga; but the rear, which included. 
many stragglers, and amounted to twelve hundred men, 
contrary to St. Clair's express orders, stopped short at 
Hubbenon, six miles behind, where they were overtaken 
on the morning of July 7th and attacked. by Fraser. One 
of the regimetlts fled. disgracefully, leaving most of their 
officers to be taken prisoners. The two other regiments, 
under Francis and Warner, made a stout resistance, but 
when Ried.eseI came up with his Gennnns they too gave 
way. Francis was killed, and many with him; some twO 
hundred were taken prisoners. Those who escaped, though 
dispersed for the moment. reached St. Clair in detached 
parties. Warner, with some ninety men, came up t~·o 

days after the battle. This was at Rutland, to which place 
St. Clair, having heard of the fall of Skenesborough had 
continued his retreat. For some time his whereabouts 
was unknown, but, after a seven days' march, he joined. 
Schuyler at Fort Edward, on the Hudson. Here was 
assembled the whole force of the Northern anny. amount· 
ing to abOut five thousand men; but a considerable part 
were militia hastily called in, many were without anns, 
there was a great deficiency of ammunition and provisions, 
and the whole force was quite disorganized. 

The region between Skenesborough and the Hudson was 
an almost unbroken wilderness. Wood Creek was navi· 
gable as fat as Port Anne; from Port Anne to the Hudson, 
over an exceedingly rough country, covered with thick 
woods and intersected by numerous streams and morasses, 
extended a single military road. While Burgoyne halted 

,,6 

THE BATTLE OF SARATOGA 

a few days at Skenesborough to put his forces in order 
and to bring up the necessary supplies, Schuyler hastened 
to destroy the navigation of Wood Creek by sinking im· 
pediments in its channel . and to break up the bridges and 
causeways, of which there were fHty Or more on the road 
from Fort Anne to fo'ort Edward. At all those points 
where the construction of a side passage would be difficult 
he ordered. tTC($ to be felled across the road with their 
branches interlocking. AU the stock in the neighborhood 
was driven off, and the militia of New England was sum· 
maned to the rescue. 

The loss of Ticonderoga, ",.jth its numerous artillery, and 
the subsequent rapid disasters came like a thunderbolt on 
Congress and the Northern States. "We shall never be 
able to defend a POSt," "'TOte Jobn Adams, President of 
the Board of \V3r, in a private letter, "till we shoot a 
general.'· Disasters, the unavoidable result of weakness, 
were ascribed to the incapacit}, or cowardice of t.he officers. 
Suggestions of treachery even were whispered, and the 
prejUdices of the New.Englanders ngainst Schuyler broke 
out with new violence. In the anger and vexation of the 
moment, all the Northern generals were recalled, and an 
inquiry was ordered into their conduct; but the execution 
of this order was suspended on the representation of 
Washington that the Northern army could not be left 
without officers. Washington shared the general surprise 
and vexation, but he had confidence in Schuyler, and he 
did all in his power to reinforce the Northern anny. Two 
brigades from the Highlands, Morgan with his rifle corps. 
the impetuous ArnOld, and Lincoln, a great favorite with 
the Massachusetts militia, were ordered to the Northern 
Department. Washington declined the selection of a new 
commander tendered. to him by Congress, and t.hat selection, 
guided by the New England members, fell upon Gates. 

Burgoyne meanwhile issued a new proc1amation for a 
convention of ten deputies from each township, to assem· 
ble a:. C:lStlcton, to confer with Governor Skene, and to 
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take measures for the re-establishment of the royal au~ 
thonty. Schuyler. in a counter.proclamation. threatened 
the utmost rigor of the law of treason against all who com
plied with Burgoyne's propositions. Subsequently to the 
Declaration of Independence. the inhabitants of Vermont 
had organized themselves into an independent state. had 
applied to Congress for admission into the Union, and had 
adopted. a constitution. A Continental regiment had been 
raised and officered in Vermont, of which Warner had been 
commissioned as colonel. But Congress. through the in
ftuence of New York. disclaimed any intention to counte
nance the pretensions of Vennont to independence; and 
the Vermont petition for admission into the Union had 
been lately dismissed with some asperity. [{ Burgoyne. 
however, founded any hopei of defection upon this cit
cumstaDce. he found himset{ quite mista.lcen. 

The advance from Skenesborough cost the British in
finite labor and fatigue; but. beyond breaking up the 
rriadI and placing obstades in their wa.y. Schuyler was 
not strong enough to annoy them. These impedimenta 
were at length overcome; and Burgoyne. with his troops. 
artillery, and baggage, presently appeared on the banks 
of the Hudeon. The BritUh army hailed with enthusiasm 
the sigbt of that river, object of their toil. which they 
bad naebed on July 29th with great efforts indeed. but 
with an uninterrupted career of success and a loss of not 
above two buDdred men. 

It DOW only remained for the British to force their way 
to Albany; nor did it seem likely that Schuyler could 
oIer any serious resistance. His anny. not yet materially 
increued, ...... principallycompoecd of militia without di8ci
ptiDe. the troopI from the eastward being very little inclined 
to serve UDder his orden and constantly deserting. Fort 
Edward was untenable. As the British approached. the 
Americana cn:aed the river. and retired. first to Saratotra. 
and then to Stillwater •• short distance above the mouth 
of the Mohawk. .,. 
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Hardly had Schuyler taken up this position wbc:D nen 
arrived of another disaster and a new danger. While 
moving up Lake Champlain. Burgoyne had detached 
Colonel St. Leger. ,.,;th two hundred regulan. Sir John 
Johnson's Royal Greens. some Canadian Rangers. and • 
body of Indians under Brant. to harass the New York 
frontier from the wcst. On August 3d St. Leger laid siege 
to Fort Schuyler. late Fort Stanl\-;x. near the: head of the 
Mohawk. then the extreme western post of the State of 
New York. General Herkimer raised the militia of Tryon 
County. and advanced to the relief of t.hU important post. 
which was beld by Gansevoort and Willett. with two New 
York regiments. About six miles from the fort. owing to 
want of proper precaution, Herkimer, on August 6th, feU 
into an ambush. Mortally wounded. he supported him
self against a stump and encouraged his men to the fight. 
By the aid of a sueccssful sally by Willett. they succeeded 
at last in repulsing the assailants, but not without. loa 
of fout hundred , including many of the leading patriots of 
that region. who met with no mercy at the banda of the 
Indians ac.d refugees. 

Tryon County. which included the wbole district west 
of Albany. abounded with Tories. It was absolutely neces
Jar}' to relieve Fort Schuyler, lest its surrender should be 
the signal for a general insurrection. Arnold volunteered 
for that service, and "'as despatched by Schuyler with 
three regiments; 9t;th the rest of his army he withdrew 
into the islands at the confluence of the Mohawk and the 
Hudson. a more defensible station than the camp at Still
water. 

The command of Lake Geo~. as weU as of Lake Cham
plain, had. passed into the hands of the Britiah. That lab 
fwnished a convenient means of transportation; • large 
quantity of provisions and storeI for the Briti&h army bad 
arrived at Port George, and Burgoyne was exerting every 
effort for their transportation to his camp 011 the Hudson. 
The land carriage was only eighteen miles, but the I"I*lI 
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were so bad and the supply of draught cattle so small that, 
after a fortnight's hard. labor, the British anny had only 
four days' provisions in advance. 

"To try the affections of the country, to mount Rie· 
desel's Dragoons, to complete Peter's Corps of Loyalists, 
and to obtain a large supply of cattle, horses, and car· 
riages," so Burgoyne expressed himself in his instructions, 
it was resolved to send a strong detachment into the set
tlements on the left. Colonel Baum was sent on this 
en-and, with two pieces of artilJery and eight hundred 
men, dismounted German dragoons and British marks
men, with a body 0 Canadians and Indians, and Skene 
and a party of Loyalists for guides. 

Langdon, the principal I1)erchant at Portsmouth, and 
a member o[ the New Hampshire council, baving pa
trioticalJy volunteered the means to put them in motion, 
a corps of New Hampshire militia., called out upon news 
of the loss of Ticonderoga. bad lately arrived at Ben
nington under the command of Stark. Disgusted at not 
haying been made a brigadier, Stark h3.d resigned his 
Continental commission as colonel, and, in agreeing to 
take the leadership of the militia, had expressly stipulated 
for an independent command. On that ground he had 
just declined to obey an order {rom Lincoln to join the 
main army-a piece of insubordination which might have 
proved fatal, but which, in the present case, turned out 
otherwise. Informed of Baum's approach, Stark sent off 
expresses for militia and for Warner's regiment, encamped 
at Manchester. and joined by many fugitives since the 
battle of Hubberton. Six miles from Bennington, on the 
appearance of Stark's forces (August 14th), Baum began to 
intrench himself, and sent back to Burgoyne for rein(orce~ 
ments. The next day was rainy, and Stark, also expect~ 
ing reinforcements, delayed the attack. Bawn improved 
the interval in throwing up intrenchments. Breyman 
marched to his assistance, but was delayed by the rain and 
the badness of the roads, which also kept back Warner's 
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regiment. Having been joined on August 16th by some 
Berkshire militia under Colonel Simmons, Stark drew out 
his forces, and about noon approached the enemy. "There 
they are!" exclaimed the rustic general-"we beat to-day, 
or Molly Stark's a widow!, The assault was made in 
four colwnns, in front and rear at ihe same lime, and after 
a hot action of two hours the intrenchments were carried. 
The Indians and provincbls ' escaped to the woods; the 
Gernlans were mostly taken or slain. The battle was 
hardly over, and Stark's men were in a good deal of con
fusion. when, about fou.r in the afternoon, Breyrnan was 
seen coming up. Warner's regiment luckily arrived at 
the same time. The battle was renewed and kept up til! 
dark, when Breyman abandoned his baggage and artillery, 
and made the best retreat he could. Besides the killed, 
about two hundred in number, the Americans took near 
six hundred prisoners, a thousand stand of arms, as many 
swords, and four pieces of artillery-a seasonable supply 
for the militia now flocking in from all quarters. The 
American loss was only fourteen killed and forty-two 
wounded. 

Just at the moment when a turn in the affairs of the 
Northern Department became iuJly apparent, the two bri
gades from the Highlands ha\;ng arrived, and the militia 
fast pouring in, Schuyler, much to his mortification, was 
superseded by Gates Oil August 22d. He still remained, 
however. at Albany, and gave his assistance toward calT)t. 
ing on the campaign. The day after Gates assumed the 
command, Morgan arrived with his rifle corps, five hundred 
strong, to which were presently added two hundred and 
fifty picked men under Major Dearborn, of Scammell's 
New Hampshire regiment. 

The victory of Stark had a magical effect in reviving the 
spirits of the people and the courage of the soldiers. In
dignation was also aroused by the cruelties reported of 
Burgoyne's Indian allies. A most pathetic story was 
told of one Jenny ]\[cRea, murdered by Indians near Fort 
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Edward. Her family were Loyalists: she herself was 
engaged to be married to a Loyalist officer. She was 
dressed to receive her lover, when a party of Indians burst 
into the house, carried off the whole family to the woods, 
and there murdered, scalped, and mangled them in the 
most horrible manner. Such, at least, was the story as 
told in a letter of remonstrance £rom Gates to Burgoyne. 
Burgoyne, in his reply, gave, however, a different account. 
According to his version, the murder was committed by 
two Indians sent by the young lady's lover to conduct her 
for safety to the British camp. They quarrelled on the 
way respecting the division of the promised reward, and 
settled the dispute by killing the girl. Even this correc
tion hardly lessened the effect of the story or diminished 
the detestation so naturally felt at the employment of such 
barbarous allies. 

The artful Arnold, while on his march for the relief of 
Fort Schuyler, had sent into St. Leger's camp a very 
exaggerated account of his numbers. The Indians, who 
had suffered severely in the battle ",;th Herkimer, and 
who had glutted their vengeance by the murder of pris
oners, seiz.ed with a sudden panic, deserted in large num
bers. On August 22d, two days before Arnold's arrival, 
St. Leger himself precipitately retired, leaving his tents 
standing and the greater part of his stores and baggage 
to fall into Arnold's hands. On returning to Gates' camp, 
Arnold received the command of !.he left wing. 

These checks were not without their effect on the Six 
Nations. Burgoyne's Indians began to desert him-an 
example which the Canadians soon followed. The Onon
dagas and some of the Mohawks joined the Americans. 
Through the influence of the missionary Kirkland, the 
Oneidas had all along been favorably disposed. It was 
only the more western clans, the Cayugas, Tuscaroras. 
and Senecas, which adhered finnly during the war to the 
British side. 

The American army being now about six thousand 
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strong, besides detached parties of militia under General 
Lincoln, which hung upon the British rear. Gates left his 
island camp, and presently occupied Behmus' Heights, 
a spur from the hills on the west side of the Hudson, jut
ting close upon the river. By untiring efforts, Burgoyne 
had brought forward thirty days' provisions, and, having 
thrown a bridge of boats over the Hudson, he crossed to 
Saratoga. With advanced parties in front to repair the 
roads and bridges, his anny slowly descended the Hud
son-the Germans on the left, by a road close along the 
river: the British, covered by light infantry, provincials, 
and Indians, by the high ground on the right. 

Gates' camp on the brow of Behmus" Heights formed 
a segment of a circle, convex toward the enemy. A deep 
intrenchment extended to the ri\'er on the right, covered 
not only by strong batteries, but by an abrupt and thickly 
woocled ravine descending to ~he river. From the head 
of this ravine, toward the left, the ground was level and 
partially cleared, some trees being felled and others girdled. 
The defences here consisted of a breastwork of logs. On 
the extreme teft, a distance of three quarters of a mile from 
the river, was a knoll, a little in the rear, crowned by 
strong batteries, and there was another battery to the left 
of the centre. Between the two armies were two more 
deep ravines, both wooded. An alarm being given about 
noon of September t9th that the enemy was approaching 
the left of the encampment, Morgan was sent forward with 
his riflemen. Having forced a picket, his men, in the 
ardor of pursuit, feU unexpectedly upon a strong Britisb 
column, and were thrown into temporary confusion. 
Cilley's and Scammell's New Hampshire regiments were 
ordered out to reinforce him. Hale's regiment of New 
Hampshire. Van Courtlandt's and Henry Livingston's of 
New York, and two regiments of Connecticut militia were 
successively led to the field, with orders to extend to the 
left and support the points where they perceived the 

I Later Bemis. 
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greatest pressure. About three o'clock the action became 
general, and till nightfall the fire of musketry was inces
sant. The British had four field-pieces; the ground oc
cupied by the Americans, a thick wood on the borders of 
an open field, did not admit the use of artillery. On the 
opposite side of this ficld. on a rising ground, in a thin 
pine wood, the British troops were drawn up. Whenever 
they advanced into the open field, the fire of the American 
marksmen drove them back in disorder; but whe.n the 
Americans followed into the open ground the British 
would rally, charge. and force them to fall back. The 
field was thus lost and won a dozen times in the course of 
the day. At every charge the Brit.ish artillery fell into 
possession of the Americans, but the. ground would not 
allow them to carry off the pieces, nor could they be kept 
long enough to be turned on the enemy. Late in the 
afternoon, the British left being reinforced. from the Ger
man column. General Learned was ordered out wi.th four 
regiments of Massachusetts and another of New York. 
Something decisive might now have occurred. but the 
approach of night broke off the contest, and the Americans 
withdrew to their camp, leaving t.he field in possession of 
the British. They encamped upon it, and claimed. the 
victory; but, if not a drawn battle, it was one of those 
victories equivalent to a defeat. The British loss was up
ward of five hundred, the American less than three bun
dred. To have held their ground in the circumstances in 
which the armies stood was justly esteemed by the Ameri
cans a decided. triumph. 

In anticipation o[ an action, Gates had ordered the 
detached corps to join him. Stark, with the victors of 
Bennington, had arrived in camp the day before. Their 
term of service, however, expired that day; and saLisfied 
with laurels already won, in spite o[ all attempts to de
tain them, they marched off the very morning of the bat
tle. In consideration of his courage and good conduct at 
Bennington, Congress overlooked the insubordination oC 
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Stark, which. in a resolution just before, they had pointedly 
condemned, and he was presently elected a brigadier. 
Howe and McDougall about the same time were chosen 
major-generals. 

Before receiving Gates' orders to join the main body, a 
party of Lincoln's militia, led by COlonel Brown, had 
surprised the posts at the outlet of Lake George on Sep· 
tember qth, and had taken three hundred prisoners, also 
several armed vessels and a fleet of bateaux employed in 
transporting provisions up the lake. Uniting with an
other party under Colonel Johnson, they approached Ticon
deroga and beleaguered it for four days. Burgoyne's 
communications thus entirely cut off, his situation became 
very alanning, and he began to intrenc.h. His difficulties in
creased every moment. Provisions were diminishing, forage 
was exhausted, the borses were perishing. To retreat with 
the enemy in his rear was as difficult as to advance. 

A change of circumstances not less remarkable had 
taken place in the American camp. Gates' army was in
creasing every day. The battle of Behmus' Heights was 
sounded through the country as a great victory, and, the 
harvest being now over, the militia marched in fTom all 
sides to complete the overthrow of the invadeTS. Lincoln, 
with the greater part of his militia, having joined the anny 
on September 22d, he received the command of the right 
wing. Arnold, on some quarrel or jealousy on the part 
of Gates, had been deprived, since the late battie, of his 
command of the left wing, which Gates assumed in persou. 
Gates was neither more able nor more trustworthy than 
Schuyler; but the soldiers believed him so, and zeal, 
alacrity, and obedience had succeeded to doubts, distrust, 
and insubordination. Y(...t Gates was not without his diffi
culties. The supply of ammunition was very short, and 
the late change in the commissariat department, taking 
place in the midst of the campaign, made the feeding of 
the troops a matter of no little anxiety. 

There was still one hope {or Burgoyne. A letter in 
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cipher, brought by a trusty messenger from Clinton, at 
New York, informed him of an intend-ed diversion up the 
Hudson: and. could he maintain his present position, he 
might yet be relieved. But his troops, on short allowance 
of provisions, were already suffering severely, and it was 
necessary either to retreat or to find relie( in another 
battle. To make a reconnaissance of the American lines. 
he drew out fifteen hundred picked men on October 7th 

BEHMt,iS' all IJIUUS' HeiGHTS 
OiaposiuonotlrOOpI DctoOO1th 

:and fonned them less than a mile from the American 
camp. The two camps, indeed, were hardly cannon-shot 
apart. As soon as Burgoyne's position was discovered 
his left was furiously assailed by Poor's New Hampshire 
brigade. The attack extended rapidly to the right, where 
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Morgan's riflemen manreuvred to cut off the British from 
their camp. Gates did not appear on the field any more 
than in the fonner battle; but ArnOld, though without any 
regular command, took, as usual, a leading part. He 
see-med under the impulse of some e:~traordinary excite
ment, riding at full speed, issuing orders, and cheering on 
the men. To avoid being cut off from the camp, the 
British right was already retreating, when the left. pressed 
and overwhelmed by superior numbers. began to give way. 
The gallant Fraser was mortally wOWldoo .. picked off by 
the American marksmen; six pieces of artillery were 
abandoned; and only by the greatest efforts did the Brit
ish troops regain their camp. The Americans followed 
close upon them, and, through a shower of grape and 
musketry, assaulted the right of the British works. Arnold 
forced an entrance; but he was wounded, his horse was 
shot under him as be rode into one of the saUy-ports, and 
his column was driven back. Colonel Brooks, at the head 
of Jackson'S regiment of Massachusetts, was more success
ful. He turned the intrenchments of a German brigade, 
forced them from the ground at the point of the bayonet, 
captured their camp equipage and artillery, and, what was 
of still more mportance, and a great relief to the American 
anny, an ample supply of ammunition. The repeated 
attempts of the British to dislodge him aU failed, and he 
remained at night in possession of the works. Darkness 
at length put an end to the fighting; but the Americans 
slept on their arms, prepared to renew it the next morning. 
The advantages they had gained were decisive. The 
British had lost four hWldred men in killed, wounded, and 
prisoners; artillery, ammunition, and tents had been capt
ured; and the possession of a part of the works by the 
Americans would enable them to renew the attack the 
next day with every chance of success. For the safety 
of the British anny a change of position was indispensable; 
and, while the Americans slept, the British general. with 
skill and intrepidity, order and silence, drew back his dis-
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comfited troops to some high grounds in the rear, where 
the British army appeared the next morning (October 8th) 
drawn up in order of battle. That day was spent in skir. 
mishes. While attempting to reconnoitre. General Lin· 
coin was severely wounded and disabled from further ser. 
vice. Fraser was buried on a hill he had designated. amid 
showen of balls from the American Jines. The Baroness 
de Riedesel, who followed the camp \\;th her young chil· 
dren, and whose quartets were turned into a sort of hos· 
pital for the wounded officers, has left a pathetic account 
of the horrors of that day and of the retreat that followed. 

To avoid being surrounded, Burgoyne was obliged to aban· 
don his new position, and . with the loss of his hospitals 
and numerous sick and wounded. to fall back to Sara· 
toga on October 9th. The distance was only six miles; 
but the raiD fell in torrents, the roods were almost impas· 
sable, the bridge over the Fishkill had been broken down by 
the Americans, and this retrograde movement consumed 
an entire day. The same obstacles prevented, however. 
any serious annoyance (rom the American troops. During 
this retreat, the better to co\'er the movements of the 
army, General Schuyler's house at Saratoga and exten· 
sive saw·mills were set on fire and destroyed. A body 
of arti6een. sent forward Wlder a strong escort to repair 
the bridge toward Fort Edward, found that road and the 
ford across the Hudson already occupied by the Ameri· 
cans. The Heet of bateaux. loaded ",;th the British sup· 
plies and provisions, was assailed [rom the left bank of 
the rivet, and many of the boats were Uken. The lading 
of the others was only saved by a most laborious and diffi· 
cult transportation, Wlder a sharp American fire, up the 
steep river·bank to the heights occupied by the British 
army. Even the camp itself was not safe; grape and 
rifte balts fell in the midst o{ it. 

Burgoyne's situation was truly deplorable. He had 
heard nothing further from New York, and his effective 
force was now reduced to four thousand men, surrounded 
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by an enemy three times as numerous. flushed with sue· 
cess, and rapidly increasing. All the fords and passes 
toward Lake George were occupied and covered by in· 
trenchments, and, even should the baggage and artillery 
be abandoned. there was no hope of forcing a passage. 
An account of the provisions on hand (October 13th) 
showed only three days' supply. The troops, exhausted 
with hunger and fatigue, and conscio~ o~ their hopeless 
situation, could not be depended on. especIally should the 
camp be attacked. A council of war, to which not field 
officers only, but all the captains commandant were sum
moned. advised to open a treaty of capitulation. 

Gates demanded. at first, an unconditional surrender; 
but to that Burgoyne would not submit. The American 
commander was the less precise about tenus, and very 
eager to hasten matters, lest he too might be attacked in the 
rear. He knew, though Burgoyne did not, that the in
tended diversion from New York, delayed for some time 
to await the arrival of forces from Europe, had at length 
been successfully made, and that all the American posts 
in the High lands had fallen into the hands of the British. 
Should Burgoyne continue to hold out. this new enemy 
might even make a push on Albany. 

The main defences of the Highlands. Forts Clinton and 
Montgomery, on the west bank of the Hudson, separated 
(rom each other by a small stream, and too high to be bat
tered from the water, were surrounded by steep and rugged 
hi lls which made the approach to them on the land side 
very difficult. To stop the ascent of the enemy's ships. 
frames of timber, with projecting beams shod with iron. 
had been sunk in the channel. A boom, fonned of great 
trees fastened together, ex~ended from bank to bank. 
and in front of this boom was st.retched a huge iron chain. 
Above these impediments several armed vessels were 
moored. On an island a few miles higher up, and near 
the eastem bank of the river, was Fan Constitution, with 
another boom and chain. Near the entrance of the High. 
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lands, and below the other posts, Fort Independence 
occupied a high point of land on the east bank of the river. 
It was at Peekskill, just below Fort Independence, that the 
commanding officer in the Highlands usually had his 
headquarters. The two brigades sent to the Northern 
army, and other detachments which Washington bad him
self been obliged to draw from the Highlands, had so 
weakened the regular garrison that Washington became 
much alarmed for the saIety of that important post. The 
remainder of the New York militia, not under anns in the 
Northern Department, had been called out by Governor 
Clinton to supply the place of the detached regulars; 
other militia had been sent from Connecticut; but, as no 
slgnS of immediate attack appeared, and ' as the harvest 
demanded their services at home, Putnam allowed most of 
them to return. HalI the New York militia were ordered 
back again by Clinton, but before they had mustered the 
posts were lost. Putnam was at Peekskill with the main 
Ixxly of the garrison. which amounted in the whole to not 
more than two thousand men. While a party of the 
enemy amused him \\;th the idea that Port Independence 
was their object,. a stronger party landed lower down, on 
the other side of the river. and, pushing inland through 
the defiles of the Highlands, approached Forts Clinton and 
Montgomery, of which the entire garrison did not exceed 
six hundred men. Before assistance could be sent by 
Putnam-indeed, before he knew of the attack-the forts, 
much too extensive to be defended by so small a force. 
were both taken on October 5th. Governor Clinton, who 
commanded, his brother, General J ames Clinton, and a 
part of the garrison availed themselves of the knowledge of 
the ground and escaped across the river, but the Americans 
suffered a loss of two hundred and fifty in killed and pris* 
oners. Fort Constitution was immediately evacuated by 
the few troops that held it, and two new Continental 
frigates, with some other vessels, were set on fire to pre
vent their fa1ling into the hands of the enemy. Even 
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Pc«;kskill. and Fort Independence were abandoned, the 
s~res ';'etng conveyed to Fisllkill. whither Putnam retired 
WIth his forces. The booms and chains were removed 
so that ships could pass up; and a British detaehmen~ 
under Tryon burned Continental Village, a new settlement 
on the east side of the river, where many public stores 
were deposited. 
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Jnformed of these movements, and very anxious to 
have Burgoyne's army out or the way. Gates agreed, on 
October 16th, that the British troops should march out 
of their camp with the bonors of WaT, should lay down 
their arms, and be conducted to Boston, there to embark 
for England, under an engagement not to serve against 
the United States till exchanged. Having heard from a 
deserter of the advance of Clinton, Burgoyne hesitated to 
ratify the treaty; but, on considerntion and consultation 
with his officers, he did not choose to run the risk 0 break
ing it. The prisoners included in this capitulation were five 
thousand six hundred and forty-two; the previous losses 
of the anny amounted to near four thousand more. The 
arms, artillery, baggage, and camp equipage became the 
property of the captors. The Gennan regiments con
trived to save their coloT'S by cutting them from the 
staves, rolling them up, and packing them away with 
Madame de Riedesel's baggage. 

As soon as the garrison of Ticonderoga heard of the 
surrender, they hastily destroyed what they could and 
retired to Canada. Putnam no sooner heard of it than 
he sent pressing despatches for assistance. The British 
had proceeded as high up as Esopus, which they burned 
about the very time that Burgoyne was capitulating. 
Putnam had been already joined by some three thousand 
militia, to which a large detachment from Gates' army 
was IIOOIl added. As it was now too late to succor Bur
goyne, having dismantled the forts in the Highlands, the 
British returned to New York, carrying \l;th them sixty
seven pieces of heavy artillery and a large quantity of 
provisions and ammunition. Before their departure they 
burned every bouse within their reach-a piece of malice 
ascribed to Tryon and his Tories. 

The capture of a whole British army,' lately the object 

I" The aurrender of Burgoyne turned the scale in favor of the 
Americans $0 far as the judgment of Europe was concerned. . .. 
The 6nt treaty with France-which waa also the lint treaty of 
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of SO much terror, produced. especially in New England. 
an exultation proportionate to the recent alarm. The 
military reputation or Gates, elevated to a very high 
pitch, rivalled even the fame of Washington, dimmed as 
it was by the loss of Philadelphia, which. meanwhile. had 
fallen into the enemy's hands. The youthful Wilkinson, 
who had acted during the campaign as deputy adjutant
general or the American army, and whose Memoirs con
tain the best account of its movements, being sent to Con
gress with news of the surrender, was henceforth honored 
with a brevet commission as brigadier - general; which. 
however, he speedily resigned when he found a remon
strance against this irregular .advancement sent to Con
gress by forty-seven colonels of the linc. The investi~atio.n 
into Schuyler's conduct resulted, a year afterward. m hiS 

acquittal \l;th the highest honor. He insisted, howe\'cr, 
on resigning his cornrnission. though strongly urged by 
Congress to retain it. But he did not relinquish the ser
vice of his country, in which he continued as active as 
ever, being presently chosen a member -of Congress. 

• 

SYNOPSIS OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS, CHIEFL Y 
MILITARY, BETWEEN THE BATTLE OF 

SARATOGA, 1777, AND THE BATTLE OF 
YORKTOWN, 1781 

1777. Congress adopts the Articles of Confederation. 
Stars and Stripes adopted. British evacuate New York. 
British occupy Philadelphia. American \linter-quarteT'S at 
Valley Forge. in December. 

1778. France recognizes the independence of the United 
States. The British evacuate Philadelphia. The battle of 

the United States with !my foreign govemment-'II7as signed Feb. 
ruary 6. 1718, two month, after the neWII of Burgoyne'lIlIurreader 
had reached PariII."-HitginllOn'lI History of 1M UrHkd SIQUJ. 
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Monmouth. Franee declares War against England. The 
Wyoming Valley Massacre. Battle of Rhode Island. The 
British enter Savannah. General George Rogers Clark 
conquers the" Old Northwest." 

1779. Storming of Stony Point by the Americans. 
Paul Jones, in the Bon Homnw Richard, is victorious over 
the British frigate Serapis. The British win the engage
ment of Brier Creek. Spain declares war against Great 
Britain. Congress guaranties the Floridas to Spain if she 
takes them from Great Britain, provided the United 
States should have free navigation on the Mississippi. 

1780. Lincoln surrenders to Clinton at Charleston. 
Defeat of Gates by Cornwallis in the first battle of Cam
den. Treason of Benedict Arnold. Capture and execu
tion of Andre. The British are defeated at King's Moun-
wn. 

1781. American victory at Cowpens. The ratification 
of the Articles of Confederation by the several states com
pleted. Greene is defeated by Cornwallis at Guilford 
Court-House. The British are victorious at Hobkirk's 
Hill (second battle of Camden).· New London burned by 
Arnold. Battle of Eutaw Springs. Washington and 
Rochambeau, aided 0,/ the French fleet under Count de 
Grasse, besiege Cornwallis in Yorktown. Surrender o( 
Cornwallis. 

IX 

YORKTOWN AND THB SURRENDER OF CORNWALLIS 
(1781) 

The year 1781 opened with small promise of a speedy ending of 
the American struggle for independence. New York rcmnined in 
the hands of the. English. Cornwallis was confident of success in 
the South. But Greene's brilliant campaigning and Lafayette's 
strategy left Cornwallis with a wearied army devoid of any fruits 
cl victory, and, finally returning to the seaboard, he settled him
self at Yorktown. Washington, before New York. had "'atched 
the Southern <:ampaigns closely, Worn came from the Count de 
Grasse that the French fleet under his command v.-as ready to 
leave the West Indies and join in operations in Virginia. Wash
ington at once planned a new campaign, destined to prove of 
peculiar brilliancy. He was joined by Rochambeau's french 
anny [rom Newport. Clinton. the British commander in New 
York. was tricked into believing that the city "'as to be closely 
besieged. But the American and French armies, 5ix thou!;and 
strong, passed by New York in a race through Princeton and 
Philadelphia to Chesapeake Bay, which they reached on Septem. 
ber sth, the day that De Grasse entered with his fleet to join the 
other French fleet which had been set free from Ne .... 'POrl. De 
Grasse maintained his command of Chesapeake Bay in spite of 
the futile attack of Admiral Graves and the British fteet. If 
Rodney. who had sailed for England. had been in Graves' place 
the outcome might have been d ilTerent. A defeat of De GMI.S6e 
would have meant British control of the water and a support for 
Cornwallis. which would have saved his army and ruined Wash· 
ington's plans. Yorktown affords one of the striking illustrations 
in Captain Mahan'sJ"fiunlC' 01 Sea POUIIT "pori History.-EDIToa. 

THE allied American and French armies joined La
fayette at Williamsburg. Virginia, September 25, 1781, 

nod on the 27th there was a besieging army there of six-
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teen t.housand men, under the chief command of Wash
ington assisted by Rochambcau. The British force, 
about half as numerous, were most.ly behind intrenchments 
at Yorktown. On thc arrival of Washington and Rocham
beau at Williamsburg, they proceeded to the Viile ck Paris, 
De Grasse's flag-ship, to congratulate the admiral on his 
victory over the British admiral Graves on the 5th, which 

SURRE~DER OF CORNWALLIS 

had prevented British relief of Yorktown by sea, and to 
makc specific arrangements for the future. Preparations 
for the siege were immediately begun. The allied annies 
marched from Williamsburg (September 28th), driving in 
the British outposts as they approached Yorktown, and 
taking possession of abandoned works. The allies formed 
a semicircular line about two miles from t.he British in
trenchments, each wing resting on the York River, and on 
the 30th the place was completely invested. The British 
at Gloucester, opposite, were imprisoned by French dra
goons under the Duke de Lau:wn, Virginia militia, led 
by General Weedon, and eight hundred French marines. 
Only once did the imprisoned troops attempt to escape 
from that point. Tarleton's legion sallied out, but were 
soon driven back by De Lauzun's cavalry, who made 
Tarleton's horse a prisoner and came nenr capturing his 
owner. 

In the besieging lines before Yorktown the French troops 
occupied the left, the West India troops of St. Simon being 
on t.he extreme flank. The Americans were on the right: 
and the French artillery, with the Quarters of the two com
manders, occupied the centre. The American artillery, 
commanded by General Knox, was with the right. The 
fleet of De Grasse was in Lynn Haven Bay to beat off any 
vessels that might attempt to relieve Cornwallis. On the 
night of October 6th heavy ordnance was brought up [rom 
the French ships, and trenches were begun at six hundred 
yards from the British works. The first parallel was com
pleted before the morning of the 7th, under the direction 
of General Lincoln; and on the afternoon of the 9th sev
eral batteries and redoubts were finished, and a general 
discharge of heavy guns was opened by the Americans on 
the right. Early on the morning of the loth the French 
opened several batteries on the left. That evening the 
same troops hurled red-hot balls upon British vessels in 
the river, which caused the destruction by fire of several 
of them--onc a forty-rour·gun ship. 

'47 



DECISIVE BATTLES OF AMERICA 

The allies began the second parallel on t.he night of the 
11th. which the British did not discover until daylight 
came,. when they brought several heavy guns to bear upon 
the dlggers. On the 14th it was determined to stann two . 
of the redoubts which were most annoying, as they com. 
manded the trenches. One on the right. near the York 
River. was garrisoned by forty-five men; the other. on 
the leCt, was manned by about one hundred and twenty 
men. The capture of the fanner was intrusted to Amen. 
cans led by Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander Hamilton. and 
that of the latter to French grenadiers led by Count. Deux-

• poots. At a given signal Hamilton advanced in two col-
11IJUU--one led by Major Fish, the other by Lieutenant
Colonel Gimat, Lafayette's aide. while Lieutenant-Colonel 
John Laurens. with eighty men. proceeded to tum the re
doubt ~ intercept a retreat of the garrison. So agile 
and funous was the assault that the redoubt was carried 
in a few minutes, 9.-ith little 10$8 on either side. Laurens 
was among the first to enter the redoubt and make the 
commander. Major Campbell. a prisoner. The life of every 
man who ceased to resist was spared. 

Meanwhile the Frencb. after a severe strugg1e. in which 
they lost about one hundred men in killed and wounded 
captured the other redoubt. Washington, with Knox and 
some others, had watched the movements with intense 
anxiety, and wben the commander-in-chief saw both re
doubts in poasession of his troops he turned and said to 
KnOx. ,. The work is done, and well done." That night 
~h ~oubta were included in the second parallel. The 
Sltuabon of Cornwallis was now critical. He was sur
rounded by a superior foree. his works were crumbling and 
be saw that when the second parallel of the besiegers should 
be completed and the cannon on their batteries mounted 
his )XISt at Yorktown would become untenable. and he 
n:->Ived to attemp~ ~ escape by abandoning the place. 
his baggage, and his SIck, cross the York River disperse 
the allies who environed Gloucester, and by rapid marches 
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gain the forks of the Rappahannock and Potomac. and. 
forcing his way by weight of numbers through Maryland 
and Pennsylvania, join Clinton at New York. 

Boats for the passage of the river were prepared and a 
part of the troops passed over. when a funous storm sud· 
denly arose and made any further attempts to cross too 
hazardous to be undertaken. The troops were brought 
back. and Cornwallis lost. hope. After that the bombard
ment of his lines was continuous, severe, and destructive, 
and on the 17th he offered to make lenns for surrender. 
On the following. day Lieutenant-Colonel de Laurens and 
Viscount de Noailles (a kinsman of Madame Lafayette). 
as commissioners of the allies. met Lieutenant·Colonel 
Dundas and Major Ross, of the British army, at the house 
of the Widow Moore to arrange tenns for capitulation. 
They were made similar to those demanded of Lincoln at 
Charleston eighteen months before. The capituJation 
was duly signed, October 19. 1781, and late on the after
noon of the same day Cornwallis. his anny. and public 
property were surrendered to the allies.' 

For the siege of Yorktown the French provided thirty
seven ships of the line. and the Americans nine. The 
Americans furnished nine thousand land troops (of whom 
fifty-five hundred were regulars), and the French seven 
thousand. Among the prisoners were two battalions oC 
Anspachers. amounting to ten hundred and twenty-seven 
men. and two regiments of Hessians, numbering eight 
hUDdred and seventy-five. The flag of the Anspache:n 
was given to Washington by the Congress. 

The news of the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown 
spread great joy throughout the colonies. especially at 
Philadelphia. the seat of the national government. Wash· 
ington sent Lieutenant-Colonel Tilghman to Congress with 
the news. He rode express to Philadelphia to carry the 

• Por the te:ltt 01 the articles 01 capitulation. and the geueral 
return of the officers and priva~ ~. _ H.-,.r'. 
EltC)'Clo1-li4 of U"*d SIQU, History. X. 
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despatches of the chief announcing the joyful event. He 
entered the city a' midnight, October 2Jd , and knocked 
&0 violently at the door of Thomas McKean, the president 
of Congress, that a v.-atchman was disposed to arrest him. 
Soon the glad tidings spread over the city. The watch
man, proclaiming the hour and giving the usual cry, "AU's 
well," added, "and Cornwallis is taken!" Thousands of 
citizens rushed [rom their beds, haJf dressed, and 611ed the 
streets, The old State-bouse bell. that had clearly pro
claimed independence, now rang out tones of gladness, 
Lights were seen moving in every house. The first blush 
of moming was greeted with the booming of cannon , and 
at an early hour the Congress assembled and with quick
beating hearts heard Charles Thomson read the despatch 
from Washington. At its conclusion it was resolved to 
go in a body to the Lutheran church, at 2 P.M .• and "re
turn thanks to the Almighty God for crowning the allied 
armies of the United States and France with success." I 

" 
THI!I al!llULTS 01' YOaltT01lVN" 

By Claude Haisl<ad Van T,.... Ph.D. 

The surrender of Comv.oaIlis carne at the right time to 
produce a great political effect in England. The war had 
assumed such tremendous proportions that accumulated 
disaster seemed to threaten the ruin of Great Britain. 
From India came news of Hyder Ali's temporary successes. 
and of the presence of a strong French armament which 
demanded that England yield e\'ery claim except to Ben-

I A detailed description of the topognphy and events of lhe 
Yorktown camJM.ign is afforded in l.o63ing'. PictaNol Fvld-Booit 
!3f a.. RftJOiutUnt. II, ehap. :di. An et.borate and authoritative 
study from a military point of view is provided in TIr~ YoritOl(lJl 
Co".paip, by Henry P Johnston. Both histories are published 
by Harper & Brolhel'lJ. 
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gal. That Warren Hastings and Sir Eyre Coote would yet 
save the British Empire there, the politicians could not 
foresee. Spain had already driven the British fOT'Ce5 [rom 
Florida, and in the spring of 1782 Minorca fell before her 
repeated assaults and Gibraltar was fearfully beset. De 
Grasse's successes during the winter in the West Indies 
left only Jamaica, Barbadoes, and Antigua in British hands. 
St. Eustatius, too, was recaptured. and it was not. until the 
middle of April that Rodney regained England's naval 
supremacy by a famous victory near Marie - Galante.' 
England had not a friend in Europe. and \\"as beset at 
home by violent agitation in Jreland, to which she was 
obliged to yield an independent Irish Parliament.J Rod
ney's victory and the successful repulsion of the Spaniards 
(rom Gibraltar, in the summer of 1782, came too late to 
save the North ministry. 

The negotiations between the English and American 
peace envoys dragged on. Congress had instructed the 
commissioners not to make terms without the approvaJ 
of the French court, but the commissioners became IUS

picious of Vergennes. broke their instructions, and dealt 
directly and solely with the British envoys. Boundaries. 
fishery questions, treatment of the American loyalists. 
and settlement of American debts to British subjects \\'ere 
settled one after another, and, November 30, 1782, a pro
visional treaty ""as signed. The definitive treaty was de
layed until September 3, 1783, after France and England 
had agreed upon terms of peace.' 

America awaited the outcome almost \\ith lethargy. 
After Yorktown the country relapsed into indifference, 
and Washington was left helpless to do anything to assure 
victory. He could only wait and hope that the enemy 
was as exhausted as America. Disorganization was seen 
everywhere-in politics, in finance, and in the army. 

lA_Mal R~gisln. XXV, '52-257. 
1 Two Cmlu~s of lrislc Hutory, 91. 
• Tr~otkl med Com,>hJI.iOtlS, 370, 3'5. 
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Peace came like a stroke of good-fortune rather than a 
prize that was won. Congress (january 14, 1]84) could 
barely assemble a quorum. to ratify the treaty.1 

During the war many had feared that British dctory 
would mean the overthrow in England of constitutional 
liberty. The defeat. therefore. of the king's purpose in 
America seemed a victory for liberalism in England as 
well as in America. Personal government was over
thrown, and no British king has gained such power since. 
The dangers to freedom of speech and of the press were 
ended. CoTTUption and daring disregard of public law 
received a great blow. The ancient course of English 
constitutional development was resumed. England never. 
it is true. yielded to her colonies what America had de
manded in 1775, but she did learn to handle the affairs 
of her colonies with greater diplomacy, and she does not 
allow them now to get into such an unsympathetic state. 

Great Britain herselC was not so near ruin as she 
seemed; she was stilt to be the mother of nations, and 
the English race was not weakened, though the empire was 
broken. In political, social, and intellectual spOit Eng
land and America continued to be much the same. Eng
lish notions of private and public law stilt persisted in 
independent America. The large influence which the 
Anglo-Saxon race had long had upon the world's dcstiny 
was not left with either America or England alone, bui 
with them both. America only continued England's 
"manifest destiny" in America, PUihing her language, 
model of political and intellectual activity, and her social 
customs westward and southward-driving back Latin 
civilization in the same resistless way as before the Revo
lution, 

For America much good came out of the Revolution. 
Americans had acted together in a great crisis, and Wash
ington'. efforts in the anny to banish provincial distinc-

I jotWWJls 01 CDJCfffSJ, January 13, 14, 1784. 
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tions did much to create fellow-feeling which would make 
real union possible. With laws and governments alike, 
and the same predominant language, together with com
mon political and economic interests, future unity seemed 
assured. 

The republican fonn of government was now given a 
strong foothold in America. Frederick the Great asserted 
that the new republic could not endure, because "a re
publican go\·ernment had never been lmo'\\'l1 to exist for 
any length of time where the territory was not limited and 
concentrated "; yet America, within a century, was to 
make it a success o\'er a region three times as great as 
the territory for which Frederick foretold failure. I 

SYNOPSIS OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS, CHIEFLV 
MILITARY, BETWEEN THE BATTLE OF 

YORKTOWN, 1781, AND THE 
BATTLES ON THE LAKES, 

1813 AND 1814 

1782. Holland recognizes the independence of the United 
States. The British evacuate Savannah and Charles
ton. Signing of the preliminary treaty of peace with Great 
Britain. 

1783. Peace of Versailles between Great Britain, the 
United States, France, and Spain. Great Britain ac
knowledges the independence of the United States. re
stores Florida and Minorca to Spain, and cedes Tobago to 
France. Evacuation of New York by the British, 

I ]85. Disputes between the United States and Spain 
over the navigation of the Mississippi and the boundaries 
of the Floridas. 

1786. Outbreak of Shays' Rebe11ion in Massachusetts, 

I Por the complete history of the American Jtrua:1e for iade
pendeDc:e, see ProfelW)r Van Tyne'J T". A,....,.;colN RIf1t1lws-, IX 
in Tit. A"",*(I" Na/l()tl H.rper" Brothers. • 
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1787. Suppression of Shays' Rebellion. Framing of 
the Constitution of the United States at Philadelphia. 
Congress undertakes the government of the Northwest 
Territory. 

1788 . The Constitution ratified by a majority of the 
States. 

t789· George Washington elected first President of the 
United States. The Continental Congress is superseded 
br the first Congress under the Constitution. Begin
nlOg of the French Revolution. 

1790· Rhode Island (the last of the original thirteen 
States) ratifies the Constitution. Harmar's unsuccessful 
eXpedition against the Indians of the Northwest Territory. 

1791. Admission of Vermont into the Union. Defeat 
of St. Clair by the Miami Indians. Insurrection of the 
blacks in Hayti against the French. Canada is divided 
into Upper and Lower Canada. 

1792. Admission of Kentucky into the Union. 
1793· Beginning of Washington's second administra

tion. Execution of Louis XVI. and Marie Antoinette. 
Napoleon Bonaparte commands the French artillery at the 
recapture of Toulon from the English. 

1794· Whiskey Insurrection in Pennsylvania. The 
Miami Indians defeated by Gen. Anthony Wayne near 
Maumee Rapids, Ohio. 

1796. Admission of Tennessee into the Union. John 
Adams elected President. Bonaparte becomes the con
spicuous figure in European warfare. 

1797· Trouble between France and the United States. 
The ConsII/lalion captures L'!nsurgenk. 

171}8. Passage of the Alien and Sedition laws in the 
United States. 

1799· Death of Washington. 
1800. The seat of government of the United States is 

removed from Philadelphia to Washington. Thomas 
Jefferson elected President. Retrocession of Louisiana 
to France by Spain. 
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1801. War bet.ween Tripoli and the United States. 
1802. Admission of Ohio into the Union. 
1803. The Louisiana Purchase is negotiated \,";th France. 
1804. Thomas Jefferson re-elected President. Decatur 

captures and burns the frigate Philadelphia at Tripoli. 
Lewis and Clark Expedition, 1804-1806. Napoleon pro
claimed Emperor of France. 

1805. Peace between the United States and Tripoli. 
1806. The Leander, a British naval vessel. fires into 

an American coaster off Sandy Hook. Great Britain 
issues an .. Order in Council" declaring the coast of 
Europe {roip the Elbe to Brest under blockade. Napoleon 
issues Berlin Decree. Culmination of Aaron Burr's COD

spiracy and his arrest. 
1807. Congress prohibits the importation of slaves. 

The British man-of-war Leopard fires upon the American 
frigate ChesaproJu and takes four seamen claimed as 
British subjects. Aaron Burr tried for conspiracy and 
treason, and acqUitted. Another British "Order in 
Council" forbids neutral nations to deal with France. 
Napoleon's Milan decree forbidding trade with England. 
American Embargo Act, prohibiting foreign commerce. 

1808. James Madison elected President. Embargo Act 
repealed. Non-intercourse Act passed. forbidding com
merce with Great Britain and France. 

1809. Recall of British minister asked by American 
government. 

1810. Napoleon orders sale of captured American 
vessels, worth ~';th their cargoes $8,000,000. 

1811. General Hanisen defeats Tecumseh at Tippe
canoe. Fight between the United States frigate Pr,si
dent and the British sloop-of-war LiltJe &II. 

1812. Admission of Louisiana into the Union, The 
United States declares war against Great Britain. The 
Americans, under Hull, invade Canada. SUJTeDder of 
Hull at Detroit. The Cl1KStjlutitm captures the G1wrr~; 
the Wasp takes the F,olic; the UNittd Staks, the MGt:6-
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danian,' and the Constitution, the J ava. J ames Madis~m 
rc-elected p resident. General Smyth makes a futile 
attempt to invade Canad~. . The 

. h tonous at Frenchtown. 1813. The Britls are VIC . k Y k 
HOTtleI captures the Peacock. The Amencans ta ~ or 
(Toronto) and the British are repulsed at Sackett s Har
bor Ca~ture of the CluJsapeaM by the Shannon. The 
B~ taken by the Enterprise. Commodore Perry wins 
the battle of Lake Erie . 

8 4 Geneml J ackson defeats the Creek Indians. The 

E • •. nders to the Phabe and the Cherub. The ssn surre . d ' Lan 
Americans are victorious at Chippewa and Lun y 5 e. 
Battle of Lake Champlain. In Europe the yea~ was 
hiefl y notable (or the entry of the Allies into Pans, the 

:bdication of Napoleon. and his withdrawal to Elba. 

• 

x 
THE BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE, 1813 

The opening of the nineteenth century brought years of humilia
tion , in wiJich American ideals of a neutml c:ommeree, to be un
restricted except by incidents of actual war, collided with the 
passion.!! of two nations ~ngaged in a death-grapple between" the 
elephant and the whale"-the Prench anny and the English 
navy. The established principles of international law were set 
a.'iide, and fifteen hundred Amerienn merchantmen were made 
prize under a series of iniquitous Orders in Council and Decrees. 
American sailors were seized by British cruisers on the high lieas, 
even on a duly com.missioned American man-of-war. President 
Jefferson dis(xwered that' great nations at war are not moved by 
ideals of pennanent self-interest, and that the righls and the 
friendship of little powers are not trump-cards. 

Then the country entered into the War of 18n at the inoppor
tune moment when the snows of Russia were about to overwhelm 
Napoleon. I n the war the Americans held a talisman which 
oouJd sway even proud Albion: the victories of American cruisers. 
oombined with the heroism of the privateers, convinced the Eng
lish that, after all, David was a likely youth, whose sling might 
disturb the peace of the nations; and they agreed, in tbe Peace of 
Ghent. in 18 14 , to temu highly favonabJe to the United States. 
Prom that time down to the Civil War the United States had the 
respect of a ll European nations. 

The War of 18n seemed designed by Providence to teach the 
Americans that free institutions do not of tbentaelves create 
trained soldiers or efficient officers The field of land war was 
strewn with the dead reputations of commanding officers. and 
the nation underwent the deep humiliation of the destrvctaon of 
the nat ional capital, but the magnificent conduct of the Ameri
can navy on the Ia,kes and on the ocean showed what AmericanJI 
could do in a discipl ined service with men properly anne<! and 
supplied. Upon England especially the 1esson that, ship against 
&hip. the Americans were the.i r eq1.1.3ls as navigators and 6ghtiDg" 
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men was ne .. -er lost. The na .. -al victories, combined with the de
feat of the British by Jackson in the closing days of the war, left 
on the minds of the Americans the impression of a second national 
$ucoeu.-Prof. Albert Bushnell Hart, in NalUmolllUals. 

OLIVER HAZARD PERRY, the hero of Lake Erie, 
inherited from his father a fearless, high-strung dis

position, and early in life showed his longing for ad .... ent
ure. The elder Perry was a seaman from the time he 
could lift a handspike, and fought in the Revolutionary 
days, first as ll. privateersman on a Boston letter-of-marque, 
and afterward as a volunteer on board the frigate T rum
I:ndJ and the sloop-of-war Mifflin. He was captured and 
imprisoned for eight long months in the famous Jersey 
prison-ship, where he succeeded in braving the dangers of 
disease, starvation, and hardship, and at last regained his 
liberty. Once more he became a privatcersman, but ill
fonune followed him. He was captured in the English 
Channel. and confined for eighteen months in a British 
prison, whence he again escaped and made his way to 
the island of St. Thomas. From thence he sailed to 
Charleston, South Carolina. where he arrived about the 
time that peace was concluded. After that Perry found 
employment in the East Indian trade until 1798, when 
he was appointed to the command of the U.S.S. General 
Greenl. He was the head of a large family, having mar
ried in 1783. the oldest of his children being Oliver Hazard. 
Of the four other sons, three of them also entered the navy 
and served wit.h distinction. 

Oliver Hazard as a boy was not physically strong; he 
grew tall at an early age. and his strength was not in keep
ing with his inches. Nevertheless, he declared himself pos
itively in Ca\'or of taking up the sea as a proression, and in 
April of '799. after his father had been in command of the 
GnteraJ GrCeJI#: for one year, to his delight young Perry re
ceived his midshipman's warrant and joined the same ship. 

The young midshipman made severnl cruises with his 
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Cather to the West Indies; his health and strength in
creased with the life in the open air; he showed capacity 
and courage, and participated in the action that resulted 
in the reduction of Jacmel in connection with the land 
attack oC the celebrated General Toussaint.'s army. This 
was the last active service of the General Greerl6; she was 
sold and broken up, and upon the reduction of the navy 
in ISoI the elder Perry left the service. In 1803 his son 
returned from a cruise in the Mediterranean and was 
promoted to an acting lieutenancy. 

In our naval history of thii time the recurrence of 
various names, and the reterences made over and over 
again to the same actions and occurrences, are easily ac
countable when we think of the small number of vessels 
the United States possessed and the surprisingly rewoffi
cers on the pay-rolls. The high feeling of espri~ tk corps 
that existed among them came from the fact that they each 
had a chance to prove their courage and fidelity. There 
was a high standard set for them to reach. 

Oliver Hazard Perry went through the same school that, 
luckily for us, graduated so many fine officers and sailors 
-that of the Tripolitan war. After he returned to Amer
ica, at the conclusion of peace with Tripoli, he served in 
various capacities along the coast. proving himself an 
efficient leader upon more than one occasion. The first 
service upon which the young officer was employed after 
the commencement of the war with England was taking 
charge of a Aotilla of gunboats stationed at Newpon. 

As this service was neither arduous nor calculated to 
bring chances for active employment in the way of fight
ing, time hung on his hands, and Pcrry chafed greatly 
under his enforced retirement. At last he petitioned the 
government to place him in active service, stating plainly 
his desire to be attached to the naval forces that were then 
gathering under the command of Commodore Chauncey 
on the laJ.:es. His request was granted. to his great joy, 
and he set out with 0.11 despatch. 
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It "'as at an early period of the war that the govern
ment had seen the immense importance of gaining the 
command of the western lakes, and in October of 1812 

Commodore Chauncey had been ordered to take seven 
hundred seamen and one hundred and fifty marines and 
proceed by forced marches to Lake Ontario. There had 
been sent ahead of him a large number of ship-builders 
and carpenters, and great activity was displayed in build
ing and outfitting a Beet which might give to the United 
States the possession of Lake Ontario. There was no 
great opposition made to the American anns by the British 
on this lake. but the unfortunate surrender of General 
Hull had placed the English in undisputed possession of 
Lake Erie. 

In March. 1813. Captain Perry having been despatched 
to the port of Erie. arrived there to find a Beet of ten 
sail being prepared to take the waters against the British 
Heet under Commodore Barclay- an old and experienced 
leader, a hero of the days of Nelson and the Victory. 

Before Perry's arrival a brilliant little action had taken 
place in October of the previous year. Two British ves
sels. the Detroit and the Cakdonia, came down the lake and 
anchored under the guns of the British Port Erie on the 
Canadian side. At that time Lieutenant Elliott was su
perintending the naval affairs on Lake Erie, and, the news 
having been brought to him of the arrival of the English 
vessels on the opposite side. he immediately detennined 
to make a night attack and cut them out. For a long 
time a body of seamen had been tramping their toilsome 
march from the Hudson River to the lakes, and Elliott, 
hearing that they were but some thirty miles away, de
spatched a messenger to hasten them forward; at the 
same time he began to prepare two smal1 boats for the 
expedition. About twelve o'clock the wearied seamen, 
footsore and hungry, arrived, and then it was discovered 
that in the whole draft there were but twenty pistols, and 
no cutlasses, pikes, or battle-axes. But Elliott was not 
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dismayed. Applying to Geneml Smyth, who was in com
mand of the regulars. for arms and assistance, he was 
supplied with a few muskets and pistols, and about fifty 
soldiers were detached to aid him. 

Late in the aIt.emoon Elliott had picked out his crews 
and manned the two boats. putting about fifty men in 
each; but he did not stir until one o'clock on the following 
morning, when in the pilch darkness he set out from the 
mouth of Buffalo Creek, with a long pull ahead. The 
wind was not strong enough to make good use of the 
sails, and the poor sailors were so weary that those wh.o 
were not rowing Jay sl~ping, huddled together on their 
anns, and displaying great listlessness and lit~;)e desire f~r 
fighting. At three o'clock Elliott was. alon~lde the. Bnt
ish vessels. It was a complete surpnse; In ten mmutes 
he bad full possession of them and had secured the crews 
as prisoners. But after making every exertion to get 
under sail, he found to his bitter disappointment that the 
wind was unfortunately SO light that the rapid current 
made them gather an increasing stemway every instant. 
Another unfortunate circumstance was th3t he wouId 
have to pass the British (art below and quite close to 
hand, for he was on the Canadian shore. As the vessels 
came in sight of the British battery, the latter opened a 
heavy fire of round and grape, and several pieces of flying 
artillery stationed in the woods took up the chorus. 

The Caledonia, being a smaller vessel, succeeded in getting 
out of the current, and was beached in as safe a position 
as possible under one of the American batteries at Black 
Rock, across the river; but Elliott was compelled to drop 
his anchor at the distance of about four hundred yards 
from two of the British batteries. He was almost at their 
mercy, and in the extremity he tried the effect of a ruse.?f' 
better, made a threat that we must believe he never m
tended carrying into effect. 

Observing an officer standing on the top of an earth
work he bailed him at. the top of his voice: 
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"Heigh, there, Mr. John Bull! it you fire another gun 
at me I'll bring up all my prisoners, and you can usc them 
for targets!" he shouted. 

The answer was the simultaneous discharge of all of the 
Englishman's guns. But not a single prisoner was brought 
on deck to share tbe fate of the Americans, who felt the 
ctTect of the fire, and who now began to make strenuous 
etTorts to return it. Elliott brought aU of the guns on one 
side of his ship, and replied briskly, until he suddenly dis
covered that aU of his ammunition was expended. Now 
there was but one chance left: to cut the cable, drilt down 
the river out of the reach of the heavy batteries, and 
make a stand ag-d.inst the flying artillery with small arms. 
This was accordingly done, but as the sails were raised the 
fact was ascertained that the pilot had taken French 
leave. No one else knew the channel, and, swinging 
about, the vessel drifted astern for some ten minutes; 
then, fortunately striking a cross-current, she brought up 
on the shore of Squaw Island, near the American side. 
Elliott sent a boat to the mainland with the prisoners first. 
It experienced great difficulty in making the passage, being 
almost swamped once or twice, and it did not return. 
Affairs had rellched a crisis, but with the aid of a smaller 
boat, and by the exercise of great care, the remainder of 
the prisoners and the crew succeeded in getting on shore 
at about eight o'clock in the morning. At about eleven 
o'clock a company o( British regulars rowed over from the 
Canadian shore to Squaw Island and boarded the Detroit, 
the:r intention being to destroy her and burn up t'he 
munitions \\;th which she was laden. Seeing their pur
pose, Major Cyrenus Chapin, a good Yankee from Massa~ 
chusetts, called for volunteers to return to the island, and , 
despite the difficulties ahead, almost every man signified 
his willingness to go. Quickly making his selection , 
~fajor Cha.pin succeeded in landing with about th irty 
men at his back, and drove off the English before they 
had managed to start the flames. About three o'clock 
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a second attempt was made, but it was easily re
pulsed. 

The Detroit mounted six long six4 pounders, and her 
crew numbered some sixty men. She was worth saving, 
but so badly was she grounded on the island that it was 
impossible to get her otT, and, after taking her stores out, 
Elliott set her on fire to get rid of her. The little Cak
dania was quite a valuable capture, aside from her arma
ment, as she had on board a cargo of furs whose value 
has been estimated at one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. 

But to return to the condition of affairs upon the arrival 
of Captain Perry. The Beet that in a few weeks he had 
under his command consisted of the brig Lawrence, of 
twenty guns, to which he attached his flag; the Niagara, 
of twenty guns, in command of Elliott; and the schooners 
Caledonia and Ariel, of three and four guns respectively. 
There were, besides , six smaller vessels, carrying [Tom one 
to two guns each; in all , Perry's Reet mounted fifty-five 
guns. The British fleet, under command of Barclay, con
sisted of the Detroit (named after the one that was wrecked), 
the Queen CharlotUJ, and the Lady Prevost. They mounted 
nineteen, seventeen, and thirteen guns, in the order named. 
The brig H'lmter carried ten guns; the sloop Little Belt, 
three; and the schooner Ch·ippcway, one gun; in all, Bar
clay had sixty-three guns, not counting several swivels
that is, more than eight guns to the good. 

The morning of September roth dawned fine and clear. 
Perry, with his Reet anchored about him, lay in the quiet 
waters of Put-in Bay. A light breeze was blowing from 
the south. Very early a number oi sail were seen out on 
the lake beyond the point, and soon the strangers were 
discovered to be the British Reet. E"erything depended 
now upon the speed with which the Americans could pre
pare for action. In twelve minutes every vessel was under 
way and sailing out. to meet the on-comers; the LawretlCC 

ted the line. As the two fleets approached, the British 
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concentrated the fire of their long and heavy guns upon 
her. She came on in silence; at her peak was flying a 
huge motto-flag- plain to view were the words of the 
brave commander of the Chesapeake, "Don't gi\'e up the 
sh" " 'p" 

The responsibility that rested upon the young com
mander's shoulders was great; his position was most pre
carious. This was the first action between the fleets of 
the two hostile countries; it was a battle for the dominion 
of the lakes; defeat meant that the English could land at 
any time an expeditionary force at any point they chose 
along the shores of our natural northern barrier. The 
l..awrellce had slipped quite a way ahead of the others, 
and Perry found that he would have to close, in order to 
return the English fire, as at the long distance he was surely 
being ripped to pieces. 

Signalling the rest of the Reet to follow him, he made 
all sail and bore down upon the English; but, to quote 
from the account in the .Vcr.J01 Temple, printed in the 
year 1816, "Every brace and bowline of the Lawrence 
being shot away, she became unmanageable, notwith
standing the great exertion of the sailing-master. In this 
situation she sustained the action within canister distance 
upward of two hOUTS, until every gun was rendered use
less and the greater part of her crew either killed or 
wounded." 

It is easy to imagine the feelings of Perry at this mo
ment. The smaller vessels of his fleet had not come 
within firing distance; there was absolutely nothing for 
him to do on board the flag-ship except to lower his flag. 
Yet there was one forlorn hope that occurred to the 
young commander, and without hesitation he called away 
the only boat capable of Rooting: taking his Rag, he 
quitted the Lawren.ce and rowed off for the Niagara. The 
most wonderful accounts of hair-breadth escapes could 
not equal that of Perry upon this occasi.on. Why his 
boat was not swamped, or its crew and commander killed, 
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cannot be explained. Three of the British ships fired 
broadsides at him at pistol-shot distance as he passed 
by them in sucx:ession; and, although the water boiled 
about him, and the balls whistled but a few inches over
head, he reached the Niagara in safety. 

THE TWO 6QUAORONS JUST !:ISFORS THB !:IATTLK 

In thil d~m &lUI the followil1Jf, A L. the Briti~ Iquadroa, .1Id .,.. _II 
.... d~.ted by Ronuon Du..-..b, I, C/o;",.,...!: II, INtroil: III. HOI,,",": IV. 
a..- CIt.J,lDIu; V, Lady~; VI, LillI. B .. II. B L. t.he Amman Iqu.dTOfl. 
.nd the _II .... d~.ted by Ant.bIc """,",",b, " 5<w,,;-; " A • .,I; 3. 
~':., C(JkdotIiD; s. N;"r<ml; 6. s--s; 1. P""'.".· ... ; 8, Tirnu, 9, Tnti>'. 

",., dl-anm. w ...... furni.hood to s..r..... J. t.c.Lna by Com~ S\.O"J>hen 
o..mplin, of the United StaU!8 r.:.vy, the c:omntander of the 5ca<picR in the 
be;ttle. 

There are but :"I. few parallel cases to this, of a com· 
mander leaving one ship and transferring his Rag to an
other in the heat of action. 

The Duke of York upon onc occasion shifted his Rag. 
in the battle of Solehay; and in the bat.tle of Texel, fought 
on August II, 1673. the English Admiral Sprague shifted 
his flag from the Royal. Prince to the St. George .. and the 
Dutch Admiral Van Tromp shifted his flag from the 
Co/den Lion. to the Comet, owing to the former vessel being 
practically destroyed by a concent.rated fire . This does 
not detract from the gallantry of Perry's achievement. 
The danger he faced was great, and he was probably 
closer to the enemy's vessels than any of the commanders 
above mentioned. 

Perry's younger brother, who was but a midshipman, 
was one of the seven other men in the boat. They left 
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on board the Lawrence not above a half-score of able-bodied 
men to look after the numerous wounded. Owing to the 
opinions of many of the contemporary writers, who gave 
way to an intense feeling of partisanship. some bitterness 
was occasioned and sides were taken in regard to the 
actions of Master Commandant Elliott and his superior 
officer; but. looking back at it from this day, we can see 
little reason for any feeling of jealousy. It is hard to 
point the finger at anyone on the American side in this 
action and say that be did not do his duty. As Perry 
reached the side of the Nio.gora the wind died away until 
it was almost calm; the smaller vessels, the sloops and 
schooners-the StmUlTS, the Scorpion, the Tigress, the 
Ohio, and the Porcupille- were seen to be well astern. 
Upon Perry setting foot on deck, Elliott congratulated him 
upon the way he had left his ship, and volunteered to 
bring up the boats to windward, jf he could be spared. 
Upon receiving pennission. he jumped into the boat in 
which Perry had rowed {rom the Ur.vre?Uc and set out 

THtt ' I IIST POSITION IS TII B 8ATTLit 

to bring up all the {ottes. Every effort was made to fomt 
a front of battle. and the little gunboats, urged on by 
sweeps and oars, were soon engaged in a race for glory. 
Tn the mean time, however. the English had slackened their 
fire as they saw the big flag lowered {rom the Lawrence's 
mast-head; they supposed that the latter had struck. and 
set up a tremendous cheering. This was hushed as they 
caught sight of t.he flash of oars and realized what was 
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concentrated the fire of their long and heavy guns upon 
her. She came on in silence; at her peak was flying a 
huge molto-flag-plain to view were the words of the 
brave commander of the Chesapeake, "Don't give up the 
ship." 

The responsibility that rested upon the young com
mander's shoulders was great; his position was most pre
carious. This was the first action between the fleets of 
the twO hostile countries; it was a battle for the dominion 
of the lakes; defeat meant that the English could land at 
any time an expeditionary force at any point they chose 
along the shores of our natural northern barrier. The 
Lawrence had slipped quite a way ahead of the others, 
and Perry found that he would have to close, in order to 
return the English fire, as at the long distance he was surely 
being ripped to pie<::es. 

Signalling the rest of the fleet to follow him, be made 
all sail and bore do\\'T\ upon the English; but, to quote 
from the account in the Naval Temple, printed in the 
year 1816, .. Every bmc:c and bowline of the Lawrence 
being shot away, she became unmanageable, notwith
standing the great exertion of the sailing-master. In this 
situation she sustained the action within canister distance 
upward of two hours, until every gun was rendered use
less and the greater part of her crew either killed or 
wouuded." 

I t. is easy t.o imagine the feelings of Perry at this mo
ment. The smaller vessels of his fleet had not come 
within firing distance; there was absolutely nothing for 
him to do on board the Hag-ship except to lower his flag. 
Yet there was one forlorn hope that occurred to the 
young commander, and without hesitation be called away 
the only boat. capable of floating; taking his flag, he 
quitted the Lawrence and rowed off for the Niagara. The 
most wonderful accounts of hair·breadth escapes could 
not equal that of Perry upon this occasion. Why his 
boat was not swamped, or its crew and commander killed, 
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cannot be explained. Three of the British ships fired 
broadsides at him at pistol-shot distance as he passed 
by them in succession; and, although the water boiled 
about him. and the balls whistled but a few inches over
head, he reached the Nrogara in safety. 

THIl TWO SQUADRONS JUIT DRPORIl nllt BATTLE 

In lh;' diaantm And th", followi"l'\'. A i. the Britloh oquadron. and Itl _a. 
""' d ..... ted br R_ nu ....... l.: I .C ... jppno ... ,r; II" fJttroft; II!, H"N~; IV. 
0..-C~; V, LodJl Prntnt .. VI. Ljjl. Bdl. B .. !he AIMI"ICIUl oquadl'OQ, 
and IhI _Is .... ~1OId by A .. blc " .. _Is: " ~,.,.,.; 2, ,4,..,/; J. 
u-r-'. C..wm.ic>; 5. Niopro: 6. s..-n: 7. P~piN; •• T~. 9. T,.'n-. 

The d~"", "'<;no fumW>ed t.o &n..,., j. '-ina br Commocl.,... Su-pha1 
Champlin. of the Unit«! s~,- Navr, lhe ('OIDmandu of Ole Saw~ I" the 
mUle. 

There are but a few parallel cases to this, of a com
mander leaving one ship and transferring his Hag to an
other in the heat of action. 

The Duke of York upon one occasion shifted his flag, 
in the battle of Solebay; and in the battle of Texel, fought 
on Augw;t II, 1673, the English Admiral Sprague shifted 
his flag from the Royal Prim:e to the St. George; and the 
Dutch Admiral Van Tromp shifted his flag from the 
Golden Lion to the Comet, owing to the fonner vessel being 
practically destroyed by a concentrated fire. This does 
not detract from the gallantry of Perry's achievement. 
The danger he faced was great, and he was probably 
closer to the enemy's vessels than any of the commanders 
above mentioned. 

Perry's younger brother, who was but a midshipman, 
was one of the seven other men in the boat. They left 
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going forward. In a few minutes, out of the thick smoke 
came the Niagara, breaking their line and firing her broad
sides with such good execution that great confusion fol
lowed. throughout. the fleet. Two of their larger brigs, 
the Queen. Charlolkl and Detroii. ran afoul of each other. 
and the Niagara, giving signal for close action, ran across 
the bow of one ship and the stem of the other, raking 
them both with fearful effect; then, squaring away and 
running astem of the Lad" PrtllJOst, she got in another 
raking fire, and. sheering off. made for the Hunter. Now 
t.he little one-gun and t ·wo-gun vessels of the American 
fleet were giving good aa::ounts of themselves. 

Although their crews were exposed to full view and 
stood waist-high above the bulwarks, they did no dodging; 
their shots were well directed, and they raked the Eng
lishmen fore and aft. carrying away aU the masts of the 
DdTDiI and the mizzen-mast of the Quun Charlolt8. 

A few minutes after 3 P .... a white flag at the end of a 
boarding-pike was lifted above the bulwarks of the Hunter. 
At sight of this the Chippeway and Linh BeU crowded all 
sail and tried to escape, but in less than a quarter of an 
hour they were captured and brought back by the Tripp. 
and Scorpion, under the commands of Lieutenant Thomas 
Holdup and Sailing-Master Stephen Champlin. With a 
ringing cheer the word went througb the line that the 
British had surrendered. The sovereignty of Lake Erie 
belonged to America. The question of supremacy was 
settled. 

The e\'ents of the day bad been most dramatic. This 
fight amid the wooded shores and extending anus of the 
bay was viewed from shore by hundreds of anxious Ameri
cans. The bright sunlight and calm surface of the lake, 
the enshrouding fog of smoke t.hat from shore bid all but 
the spurts of flame and the topmasts and occasionally 
the fiaglI; of the vessels engaged, all had combined to make 
a drama of the most exciting and awe-inspiring interest. 
Nor was the last act to be a letting-down. Perry deter-.6, 



DECISIVE BATTLES OF AMERICA 

mined to receive the surrender of the defeated enemy no
where else but. on the deck of his old flag-ship that was 
slowly drifting up into the now intenningled fleets. 

TH& IJtCONO POSITION IN THJt 8ATTLI!: 

Once more be lowered his broad pennant and rowed 
out for the crippled LawrtmCB. He was received on board 
with three feeble cheers, the wounded joining in, and & 

number of men crawling up [rom the slaughter-pen of a 
cockpit, begrimed and bloody. 

On board the Lawrence there had been left but one 
surgeon, Usher Parsons. He came on deck red to the 
elbows from his work below, and the terrible execution 
done by the concentrated English fire was evident to the 
English officers as they stepped on board the flag-ship. 
Dead men lay everywhere. A whole gun's crew were 
littered about alongside of their wrecked piece. From 
below came the mournful howling of a dog. The cockpit 
had been above the water's surface, owing to the f...aw. 

renee's shallow draught, and here was a frightful sight. 
The wounded had been killed outright or wounded again 
as they lay on the surgeon's table Twice had Perry called 
away the surgeon's aids to help work ship, and once his 
hail of "Can any wounded men below there pull a rope?" 
was answered by three or four brave, mangled fellows 
crawling up on deck to try to do their duty. AU this was 
apparent to the English officers as they stepped over the 
bOOies of the dead and went aft to where Perry stood 
with his arms folded, no vainglorious expression on his 
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face but ODe of sadness for the deeds that had been done 
tha; day. Each of the English officers in tum presented 
his sword and in reply Perry bowed and requested that 
the side-a:.ms should be retained. As soon as the fonnali
ties had been gone through v,rith, Perry tore oft the back 
of an old letter he took from his pocket, and, using his 
stiff hat for a writing-desk, scribbled the historic message 
which a detractor has charged he cribbed from Julius 
Cresar: "We hav~ met the enemy and they are o~,n:
two ships twO bngs, one schooncr, and onc sloop. 

Calling 'away a small boat, he sent Midshipman Forrest 
with the report to Gen. William Henry Ha,:"~. 
~ A computation has been ~t1de by one hls~nan of the 
number of guns directed agatn~t the LAuJrcn.ce tn the early 
part of the action. The Enghsh had hea\'~r armaments 
and more long guns; they could fight. at a distance where 
the chubby carronade was useless.. The La-.urence had b~t 
seven guns whose shots could reach her opponents, ,,:·hlle 
the British poured into her the concentrated fire of thlrty-

This accounts Cor the frightful carnage. two. 

¥ 6t~~44}-4i1 
• • 

POSITIOSS AT THJt CLOtH 01" THJt HATTLB 

When the Lawrence was being shot through and through, 
and there were but three guns that could reply to the 
enemy's fire, Lieutenant Yarnell. disfigured by a bad 
wound across his face from a splinter, came up to where 
Perry was standing. "The officers of my division have 
all been cut down," he said. "Can I have others?" 
Perry looked about him and sent three of his aid to ~elp 
Yarnell, but in less than a quarter of an hour the heu-
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tenant returned again. His words were almost the same 
as before, but he had a fresh wound in his shoulder. 
"Those officers," he said, "have been cut down also." 

"There are no more," Perry replied. "00 your best 
without them." 

Three times was Yarnell wounded, and three times after 
his wounds had been hurriedly dressed _he returned to his 
post. 

Dulany Forrest, the midshipman whom Perry sent with 
the despatch to General Harrison. had a most remarkable 
escape. He was a brave lad who had £aced death before; 
he had seen the splinters fly in the action between the 
Cons,i'uticn and the java. Forrest was standing close to 
Captain Perry when a grape-shot that had glanced from 
the side of a port struck the mast. and. again deflected, 
caught the midshipman in the chest. He fell, gasping, 
at Perry's feet. 

"Are you badly hurt, lad?" asked the latter, anxiously, 
as he raised the midshipman on his knee. 

"No. sir; not much." the lattel answered. as he caught 
his breath. "But this is my shot. I think." And with 
that he extracted the hatr·spent ball from his clothing and 
slipped it into his pocket. 

Midshipman Henry Laub was killed in the cockpit just 
. after baving had a dressing applied to his shattered right 
atm. A Narragansett Indian who served as a gunner in 
the forward division of the Lawrmu was killed in the 
same manner. 

A summary of the losses on both sides shows that, de· 
spite the death-list of the I...awrenc', the English loss was 
more severe. On board the American ftag-ship. twenty
two were killed and sixty-one were wounded; on 1:w>ard 
the Niagara, two killed and twenty five wounded: the 
Ari.J had one killed and three wounded; the Scorpion, 
two killed; the CaJ«1mtia, three wounded; and the 
SQ1MTS and Trippe each showed but two wounded men 
llpiece. In all, twenty·scven were killed and ninety-six 
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wounded on the American side. The comparison of the 
loss of the rest of the Heet and that suffered by the Law
rnu. makes a remarkable shov.-i.ng. The English lost 
forty.ane killed and ninety-four wounded altogether. A 
number of Canadian Indians were found on board the 
English vessels. They had been engaged as marksmen. 
but the first shot had taken all the fight out of them, and 
they had hidden and sku1ked for safety. 

Perry's treatment of the prisoners was magnanimous. 
Everything that would tend La relieve the sufferings of 
the wounded was done. and relief was distributed im· 
partially among the sufferers on both sides. The result 
of this action was a r~toration of practical peace along the 
frontier of the lake. The British evacuated Detroit and 
Michigan, and the dreaded invasion of the Indians that 
the settlers had feared so long was headed off. 

Perry, who held but a commission of master comman
dant. despite his high-acting rank, was promoted at once 
to a captaincy, the date of his commission bearing the 
date of his victory. He was given the 'command of the 
frigate java, a new forty-four-gun ship then fitting out at 
Baltimore. Gold medals were awarded to him and to 
Elliott by Congress, and silver medals to each of the com
missioned officers. A silver medal also was given to the 
nearest male relative of Lieutenant Brooks, of the marines, 
and swords to the nearest male relatives of Midshipmen 
Laub. Claxton. and Clark. Three months' extra pay was 
voted to all the officers. scrunen, and marines, and, in addi· 
tion, Congress gave $2:l5,OOO in prize-money, to be di
vided among the American forces engaged in the action. 
This sum was distributed in the following proportions: 
Commodore Chauncey, who was in command on the lakes. 
$12,75°; Perry and Elliott, $7140 each-besides which Con
gress voted Perry an additional $5000; the commanders of 
gunboats, lieutenants, sailing· masters. and lieutenants of 
marines received $2295 each; midshipmen. 1811; pettyoffi
cers, $447 per capita; and marines and sailors, $209 apiece. 
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No money, however, could repay the brave men for the 
service they had rendered the country. To..day the 
dwellers along the shores of Lake Erie preserve the anni· 
versary of the baltle as an occasion for rejoicing. While 
the naval actions at sea reflected honor and glory to their 
commanders and credit to the service, the winning of Lake 
Erie averted a national catastrophe.' 

I" The destruction of the Britidl fteet gave the United States 
supremacy on Lake Erie and compelled the abandonment of 
Malden and Detroit; it recovered Michigan. and made a real in
vasion of Canada Once more a ~bility. for by means of the 
control of the takes thus given Harrison was enabled to ent.eT 
at once upon an aggres6ive campaign on the Canadian side of 
Lake Erie. His men were ensily transported to the north side, 
and his line of communication was no longer threatened by a 
Briush Reet. Its effect, too, upon the American people was de
eideQI)' imporant; [or the tint time an American fleet had met a 
British fleet and defeated h. Nor was it fair to discount the 
liignificance of the victory by saying that the ve.els were 5ltlall 
and of hasty construction. The chann of British invincibility 
had been broken ip the great Ihip duels which made the nafllC$ of 
Decatur, Bainbridge, and Hull household words. To this list 
was now added the name of Perry. who WAIl looked upon by the 
Americans as a hero of the aame class as Nebon. "-Prof Kendric 
Charles Babcock in Tiu Riu til A-mQJII NolitnflJlil". 

I 

Xl 

THE BATTLE OF LAKE CHAMPLAIN, 1814 

THE first Thomas Macdonough was a major in the Con· 
tinental Army, and his three sons also possessed desires 

for entering the service of their country. The oldest had 
been a midshipman under Commodore Truxton. but, being 
wounded in the action between the Co'tsw//ation and the 
L'lnsurgflllte. he had to retire from the nnvy o\\-ing to the 
amputation of his leg. But his younger brother, Thomas 
Macdonough, J To, succeeded him, and he has rendered his 
name and that of Lake Champlain inseparable; but his 
fearlessness and bravery were shown on many occasions 
long before he was ordered to the lakes. 

1n 1806 he was first-lieutenant of the Siren, a little 
s!oop-of·war in the Mediterranean service. On one occa
sion when Captain Smith, the commander of the Siren, 
had gone on shore, young Lieutenant Macdonough saw a 
boat from a British frigate lying in the harbor row up to 
an American brig n short distance off, and altern'ard put 
out again with One more man in her than she had original
ly. This looked suspicious, and Macdonough sent to the 
brig to ascertain the reason, with the result that he found 
that an American had been impressed by the English cap
tain's orders. Macdonough quietly lowered his own boat 
and put after the heavy cutter, which he soon overhauled. 
Although he had but four men with him, he took the 
man out of the cutter and brought him on board the 
Siren. When the English captain heard, or rather saw, 
what had occurred-it was right under the bow of bis 
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frigate that the affair took p~he waxed wroth, and. 
calling away his gig. he rowed to the 51rm to demand an 
explanation. 

The following account of the incident is quoted from 
the life of Macdonough in Frost's Ncr.xJJ Biograph)': 

"The Englishman desired to know how Macdonough 
dared to take a man {rom one of his Majesty's boats. 
The lieutenant. with great. politeness, asked him down 
into the cabin; this he refused, at the same time repeating 
the same demand, with abundance of threats. The Eng
lishman threw out some threats that he would take the 
man by force. and said he would haul the frigate alongside 
the Siren for that purpose. To this Mncdonough replied 
t.hat he supposed his ship could sink the Si,,". but as long 
as she could swim he shouJd keep the man. The English 
captain said to Macdonough: 

'''You are a very young man, and a very indiscreet 
young man. Suppose I had been in the boat-what 
would you ha\'e done?' 

.. 'I would have taken the man Of lost my life: 

... What, sir! would }'ou attempt to stop me, if I were 
now to attempt to impress men from that brig?' 

." 1 would; and to convince yourself I would, you have 
only to make the attempt.' 

.. On this the Englishman went on board his ship. and 
ahortly afterward was seen bearing down in the direction 
of the American vessel. Macdonough ordered his boat 
manned and armed, got into her himself, and was in readi· 
ness for pursuit. The Englishman took a circuit around 
the American brig, and returned again to the frigate. 
When Captain Smith came on board he justified the con· 
duct of Macdonough, and declared his intention to protect 
the American seaman." 

Although Macdonough was very young, and his rank 
but that of a lieutenant, people who knew him were not 
surprised to hear that he had been appointed to take com· 
mand of the little squadron on Lake Champlain. These 
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vessels were built of green pine, and almost without ex· 
ception constructed in a hurried fashion. They had to 
be of light draught, and yet, odd to relate, their general 
model was the same as that of ships that. were exp«tW 
to meet storms and high seas. 

Macdonough was just the man for the place; as in the 
case of Perry, be had a superb self·reliance and was eager 
to meet the enemy. 

Lake Champlain and the country that surrounds it 
were considered of great importance by the English. and. 
descending from Canada. large bodies of troops poured 
into New York State. But the American government 
had long before the war was fairly started, recognized 
the' advantage of keeping the water communications on 
the northern frontier. The English began to build vessels 
on the upper part of the lake, and the small force of ships 
belonging to the .'\merieans was increased as fast as pas. 
sible. It was a race to see which CQuld prepare the better 
Heet in the shorter space of time. 

In the fall of the year 1814 the English had one fairly 
sized frigate, the Confiattee. mounting thirty.nine guns; 
a brig. the Untult; a sloop. Chubb, and the sloop Finch; 
besides which they possessed thirteen large galleys, aggre
gating eighteen guns. In all, therefo~, the English fleet 
mounted ninety·five guns. The Amencans had the Sara· 
lOgo, sloop of war, twcnty·six guns; the Eagk, twenty; 
the Tic<mderoga, seventeen; the PrebU, seven; and ten 
galleys carrying sixteen; their total armament was nine 
guns less than the British. 

By the first week in September Sir George Prevost had 
organized hi:; forces and started at the head of fourteen 
thousand men to the southward. It was hi& intention to 
dislodge General Macomb, who was stationed at Platts· 
burg, where considerable fortifications had been erected. 
A great deal of the militia force had been dra,,-'It down the 
State to the city of New York, o'\ll.ing to the fears then 
entertained that the British intended malcing an attack 
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upon the city from their fleet. It was Sir George's plan 
to destroy forever the power of the Americans upon the 
lake, and for t.hat reason it was necessary to capture the 
naval force which had been for some time under the com
mand of Macdonough. The English leader arranged a 
plan with Captain Downie, who was at the head of t.he 
squadron, t.hat simultaneous at.tacks should be made by 
water and land. At eight o'clock on the moming of Sep. 
tember 11th news was brought to Lieutenant. Macdonough 
that the enemy was approaching. As his own vessels were 
in a good position to repel an attack, he decided to remain 
at anchor and await the onslaught in a line formation. 
In about an hour the enemy had come within gunshot. dis
tance, and fonned a line of his own parallel with that of 
the Americans. There was little or no breeze, ;U1d con
sequently ,small chance for manreuvring. The Confia"ce 
evident.ly claimed the honor of exchanging broadsides with 
the Saratoga. The Unnet stopped opposite the Eagw, 
and t.he galleys rowed in and began to fire at the Ticon
deroga and the Preble. 

Macdonough wrote such a clear and concise account of 
the action that it is best to quote from it.: 

..... The whole force on both sides became engaged, 
the Saratoga suffering much from the heavy fire of the 
Con{imKe. [could perceive at the same time, however. 
that our fire was very destructive to her. The Ticonderoga, 
Lieutenant-Commandant Cassin, ga1lantly sustained her 
full share of the action. At half-past ten the Eagle, not 

,being able to bring her guns to bear, cut. her cable, and 
anchored in a more eligible position, between my ship and 
the Ticonderoga, where she very much annoyed the enemy, 
but unfortunately leaving me exposed to a galling fire 
from t.he enemy's brig. 

"Our guns on the starboard side being nearly all dis
mounted or unmanageable, a stem·anchor wns let go, the 
bower-cable cut, and the ship winded with a fresh broad· 
side on the enemy's ship. which soon after surrendered. 
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Our broadside was then Sprwlg to bear on the brig, which 
struck about fifteen minutes afterward. The sloop whic.h 
was opposed to the Eagw had struck some time before, and 
drifted down t.he line. The sloop which was with their 
galleys had also struck. Three of their galleys are said 

PLAN 01' THE NAVAL ACTION ON LAKE CHAIoIPLAIN 

to be sunk; the others pulled off. Our galleys were about 
obeying with alacrity the signal to follow them. when all 
the vessels were reported to me to be in a sinking state. 
I t then became necessary to annul the signal to the galleys 
and order t.heir men to the pumps. 1 could only look at 
the enemy's galleys going off in a shat.tered condition, for 
there was not. a mast in either SQuadron that could stand 
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to make sail on. The lower rigging, being nearly all shot 
away, hung down as though it had just been placed over 
the mast-heads. 

"The Saratoga had fifty-nine round shot in her hull; 
the Confiance one hundred and five. The enemy's shot 
passed principally just over our heads. as there were not 
twenty whole hammocks in the nettings at the dose of 
the action, which lasted, without intennission, two hours 
and twenty minutes. 

"The absence and sickness of Lieutenant Raymond 
Perry left me without the assistance of that able officer. 
Much ought fairly to be attributed to him for his great 
care and attention in diSCiplining the ship's crew as her 
first-lieutenant. His place was fined by a gallant young 
officer, Lieutenant Peter Gamble, who, I regret to inform 
you, was killed early in the action." 

The English had begun the action as if they never 
doubted the result being to their advantage. and, before 
taking up their positions in the line parallel to Mac
donough's, Downie had sailed upon the waiting fleet bows 
on; thus most of his vessels had I;Ieen severely raked be
fore they ..... ere able to return the fire. As liOOII as Sir 
George Prevost saw the results of the action out on the 
water, he gave up all idea of conquest, and began the re
treat that left New York free to breathe again. The 
frontier was saved. The hills and the shores of the lake 
bad been crowded with mu]titudes of farmers, and the 
two armies encamped on shore had stopped their own 
preparations and fighting to watch. 

Sir George Prevost. had bombarded the American forts 
from the opposite side of the River Saranac, and a brigade 
endeavored to ford the river with the intention of attack
ing the rear of General Macomb's position. However. 
they got lost in the woods, and were recalled by a mounted 
messenger just in time to hear the cheers and shouts of 
victory arise from a1l about them. 

In the battle the Saratoga had twenty-eigbt men Icilled .,8 
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and twenty-nine wounded, more than a quarter of her 
entire crew; the Eagll l06t thirteen killed and tv.·enty 
wounded; the Ticontkroga, six killed and six wounded; 
the Prebk, two killed; and the galleys, three killed and 
three wounded. The Sarawga was hulled fifty-five times. 
and had caught on fire twice. from the hot shot fired by 
the Clm/iance. The Ill.ttcr vessel was reported to ha\'e lost 
forty-one killed outright and eighty-three wounded. In 
all, the British loss was eighty-four killed and one hundred 
and ten wounded. 

Macdonough received substantial testimonials of grati
tude from the country at large, the Legislature of New 
York giving him one thousand acres of land, and the 
State of Vennont two hundred. Besides this, the cor
porations of Albany and New York City made him the 
present of a valuable lot. and from his old command in the 
Mediterranean he recei\'ed a handsome presentation sword.' 

SYNOPSIS OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS, CHIEFLY 
MIL ITARY, IN THE HISTORY OF THE 

UNITED STATES, BETWEEN THE 
BATTLE OF LAKE CHAMPLAIN, 

1814, AND THE WAR WITH 
MEXICO, 1846-1847 

1814. General Jackson seizes Pensacola. The Hart
ford Convention. Treaty of Ghent between Great Britain 
and the United States terminates the wllr. 

181 S. Before the nc'ws of peace reached this country 
General Jackson repulses the British attack on New Or-

... The decisiven_ of this battle wu evident at once to tbe 
British. Hanlly was t~ result known. when measures were 
taken for the remat of PreVOSt's army into Canada. At best. 
PrevO!il', assault upon the land foroes had been so poor as to 
live little aid to the fleet; and for tltis failure and his prompt 
retreat Prevost was ordered to trial by court·martial. but died 
bero", the t.ria1 could take place. The 1!,"ar WII practically 
ended by this retreat or tbe British anny born PiaLl.$bura into .,. 
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leans, defeating in a bloody battle veterans who had fought 
against Napoleon. Escape of Napoleon from Elba. The 
.. Hundred Days." Battle of Waterloo. Second abdica· 
tion of Napoleon, who is sent to St. Helena. Commodore 
Decatur imposes tenns upon the Dey of Algiers, and exacts 
reparation from Tunis and Tripoli. 

1816. James Monroe elected President. Indiana ad· 
mitted into the Union. 

ISI7 . Admission of Mississippi into the Union. 
ISJ8. Beginning of the Seminole War. Illinois ad· 

mitted into the Union. Act passed establishing the Hag 
of the United States. Ccneral Jackson captures Spanish 
fort, St. Mark's, Florida. 

ISI9. Treaty between the United States and Spain for 
the cession of Florida (fonnal possession given in J8:1I ). 
Admission of Alabama into the Union. 

,820. Admission of Maine into the Union . Adoption 
of the Missouri Compromise, 1820,1821. James Monroe 
re-elcctcd President. 

1822. Establishment of the colon)' of Liberia. The 
President recommends recognition of the independence of 
the South American States and Mexico. 

• 823. The President announces the .. Monroe Doctrine." 
• S24. J ohn Quincy Adams elected President. 
1825. Comer·stone of Bunker Hill monument laid in 

presence of Lafayette. 
1827. Parry"s expedition to the Arctic circle, latitude 

820 45'· 
1828. Andrew Jackson elected President. 

canada It would seem as thouab the peni$l~nl mi5ttl&nage-
men' of the American {oren in nort!u:m New York, tbe in. 
competency o{ Dearborn and Wilkinson, the strange interference 
of Secretary Armstrong, the divenion of the force. or lard from 
the front of Prevost's anny, wen- all atoned for by tbe brill.ia..ncy 
o( the accompliahment of Commodore Macdonouab and bis 
handful of sailors and .. Idiet'll on Lake Champlain "-Prof. 
Klmdric Charles Babcock in TJw RJU of A~a" .'lloIimtaJuy. 
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1829. First locomotive tried in the United States, at 
Honesdale, Pa . 

IS30' The Webster·Hayne debate in Congress. Estab
lishment of the Mannon Church. 

1831. William Lloyd Garrison begins the publication of 
the Liberalor in Boston. 

1832. Black Hawk War. Defeat of the Sacs and the 
Foxes. NuJlification movement in South Carolina. An· 
drew Jackson re-electcd President. 

18JJ. Henry Clay's tariff compromise. President Jack. 
son removes the public hmds from the Bank of the United 
States. Formation of the American Anti·Slavery Society. 

1834. Act of CongrcbS for the formation of Indian Tcr· 
ritory. 

1835. Outbreak of the Second Seminole War. Revolu· 
tion in Texas against Mexican aUthority. Great fire in 
New York. 

1836. Admission of Arkansas into the Union. Martin 
VanBuren elected President. Stonning of the Alamo 
hy Santa Anna. Houston defeats the Mexicans on the 
San Jacinto. The republic of Texas proclaimed. 

18J7. Admission of Michigan into the Union. Financial 
panic throughout the United States . 

18J8. Inauguration of transatlantic steam navigation . 
IS39. Dissolution of the Confederacy of Central America. 
1840. William Henry Harrison elected President. 
1841. John Tyler succeeds to the Presidency after the 

death of President Harrison, 
1842. Final termination of the Seminole War. The 

Ashburton Treaty between Great Britain and the United 
States for the settlement of the Northeastern boundary 
line concluded. Dorr's Rebellion in Rhode lsland. 

1844. James K. Polk elected President. lnvention of 
the electric telegraph. 

1845. Admission of Florida and Texas into the Union. 
1846. Admission of Iowa into the Union. War begins 

between the United States and Mexico. The Mexicans ,8, 
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defeated at Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma. Surrender 
of Monterey. Occupation of California and New Mexico 
by the American forces. Treaty between Great Britain 
and the United States for the settlement of the North
western boundary-line dispute. Discovery of anre:sthetics 
by Doctor Norton. 

1847. General Taylor defeats Santa Anna at Buena 
Vista. Occupation of Vera Cruz. American victories at 
Pueblo, Contreras, and Churubusco. Storming of Molino 
del Rey. Stonrung of Chapultepec and occupation of 
the City o[ Mexico. 

XII 

THE RUPTURE WITH MEXICO. 1843-1846 

TilE APPROACH 0' WAR 

UPON the annexation of Tex.as (in 1845) Mexico at once 
severed her diplomatic relations with the United 

States. This result had been foreshadowed by the ut
terances of Mexican officials dating from the revival of 
the question in 1843. Thc relations, however, of the two 
countries had been difficult to adjust {rom the time when 
Mexico became independent i.n l811. The most serious 
friction between them arose concerning four subjects: 
claims of the United Stales citizens on the government of 
Mexico; assistance given the Texans by the people of the 
United States; violation of Mexican territory by United 
Statcs troops; and the annexation of Texas. 

The immediate occasion, however, of the breach of 
diplomatic relations in 1845 was the annexation of Texas. 
When rumors of the renewal of the annexation movement 
came to the city of Mexico in the summer of 1843, Presi
dent Santa Anna gave notice to the United States govern
ment, in a lette. dated August 23d, from Se<-retary of 
State Bocanegra to Minister Waddy Thompson, that 
"the Mexican government will consider equivalent to a 
declaration of war against the Mexican Republic the pas
sage of an act for the incorporation of Texas with the 
territory of the United States; the certainty of !.he fact 

, 83 
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being sufficient for the immediate proclamation of war, 
leaving to the civilized world to detennine with regard 
to the justice of the cause of the Mexican Nation, in a 
struggle which it has been so far from provoking." I 

Thompson replied immediately "'ith a sharply resellt
ful letter, questioning the sources of information of the 
Mexican authorities as to the prospect of annexation, but 
refusing any explanation whatever. Another letter from 
Bocanegra to Thompson asserted that the advices of the 
Mexican government on the subject were official and 
reliable, and sought to justify the attitude of Mexico as 
foUows: "but as it may happen that ambition and de· 
IUlion may prevail over public propriety, that personal 
views may triumph over sane and just ideas, and that the 
vigorous reasoning of Mr. J obn Quincy Adams and his 
co-Iaborers may be ineffectual, how can it be considered 
strange and out of the way that Mexico. under such a 
supposition, should announce that she will regard tbe 
anneution of Texas as an act of declaration of war?" 1 

Secretary of State Upshur approved the course of Thomp· 
lOll, and instructed him that. in case he were again ad· 
dressed in such offensive language, he should demand 
either a withdrawal of the letter or a suitable apology. 

On November 3, 1843, Almonte. the Mexican minister 
at Washington, in accordance with the instructions of his 
government. notified Upshur, in a communication whose 
terms were hardly less offensive than those used by B0-
canegra to Thompson, that if "the United States should. 
in defiance of good faith and o{ the principles of justice 
which they have constantly proclaimed, commit the un· 
heard-of act of violence (inaudilo aImIado-the expression 
(says the official translator] is much stronger than the 
translation) of appropriating to themselves an integrant 
part of the Mexican territory, the undenigned. in the 

I Por the "hole cofTHPORdenoe beginning with this letter, see 
Snww D(JC$., ,g Cong., 1 Sesa., I , So. I. pp. 25-48. 
I~ O«s., ,g Cocg., 1 Seu., 1, No. I, p. 38. 
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name of his Nation, and now for them. protests. in the 
most solemn manner, against such an aggression; and he 
moreover declares, by express order of his Covernment, 
that. on sanction being given by the Executive of the 
Union to the incorporation of Texas into the United 
States, he will consider his, mission ended, seeing that.' as 
the Secretary of State Will have learned, the Mexican 
Government is resolved to declare war so soon as it re
ceives infonnation of such an act." On November 8th 
Upshur replied , in a restrained and dignified way, repel
ling both the threats and insinuations of Almonte's Jetter 
and intimating that. the policy of the United Slates would 
not be affected by them,' To this Almonte rejoined. on 
the lith, suggCl>ting that Upshur had been misled by an 
incorrect translation of the letter of No"cmUer 3d. and 
disclaiming any intention to impute to the authorities of 
the American Union unworthy views or designs as to 
Texas. December I, 1843, Upshur replied. denying that 
he had misunderstood Almonte, and declaring that the 
United States regarded Texas as an independent nation 
and did not feel called on to consult any other nation in 
dea1ing with it.' 

On the accomplishment of annexation, the threat of 
Almonte was carried out. The joint resolution making 
the offer was approved March I, 1845, and on March 6th 
he demanded his passports. March 28th the United 
States minister in Mexico was officially notified that the 
diplomatic int.etcourse between the two countries was at 
an end.' The expressions of the Mexican papers indicated 
the most intense popular excitement in that country, and 
those of the government treated the war as already exiat· 
ing. f Two decrees were passed by the Mexican congress 
and approved by President Herrera, one on June 4th and 

I~ DOC$.,,8 Cong., I Sea., I , No. I, pp. 38, 41. 

'Ibid., pp. 4'-48. 
I Nius' R.gis/#r, LXVIII , 84 
t Ibid., 13S; Von Holst, U .. ikd 51,1WS, III. 80, "". 3,4· 
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the other on June 7th, providing {or an increase of the 
available force in order to resist annexation. I Ju1y 20th 
the " supreme government," or executive, recommended 
to the congress a declaration of war against the United 
States {rom the moment when the government shoulJ 
know that annexation had been effected or Texas bad 
been invaded. 

There can be little question, indeed, that impatience 
on both sides had gone beyond the point of safety and 
was threatening appeal to arms. No theory of a con
spiracy is needed to explain the war with Mexico. While 
it was strongly opposed and condemned by a. bold and 
outspoken minorit.y, the votes in Congress and the utter
ances of the contemporaneous journals show that it was 
essentially a. popular movement, both in Mexico and in 
the United States. The disagreement reached the verge 
of an outbreak in 1837, and the only thing that prevented 
a conflict then was that Congress was a bit more conserva
tive than the President; but neither the aggressiveness of 
Jackson nor even that of Polk would have been so likely 
to end in actual fighting had it not been well understood 
that they were backed by sympathetic majorities. On 
the Mexican side, at the critical moment, the pacific ten
dencies of the executive were overpowered by the angry 
impulse of the people. 

May 28, 1845, General Taylor. who was in command of 
the troops in the Southwest. was ordered, in view of the 
prospect of annexation, t.o hold himself in readiness to 
advance into Texas with the approvaJ o{ the Texan au
thorit~es. and to defend that republic from any invasion 
of which he should be officially infonned after Texas had 
consented to annexation on the terms offered. June 15th 
he was ordered to advance. ,,;th the western {rontier of 
Texas for his ultimate destination. There he was to 
occupy a convenient point" on or near the Rio Grande," 

I Dub14n y Losano, UlulacMN M.xicoJl4. V, 19-", 
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but to limi~ himself to the defence of the territory of Texas 
unless MeXlco should declare war against. t.he United States. 
He was subsequently directed to protect. the territory up 
to the Rio Grande. avoiding, however. except. in case of 
an outbreak of hostilities, any at.tack on posts actually 
held by Mexicans. but placing at least a part of his forces 
~est of the Nueces.1 In Ju1y. General Taylor advanced 
mto Texas, and in August he established his camp on the 
w~t bank of the Nueces. near Corpus Christi.' The spot 
which he selected co.uld hardly be considered as "near" 
the Rio Grande, being, in Cact. about one hundred and 
fifty miles thereCrom. The location was chosen because 
oC its convenience as a temporary base either for defensive 
Or offensive operations. 

The anny remained in camp near Corpus Christi severa! 
months. The information Taylor obtained here and re
ported to Washington indicated no threatening move
ment on the part of t.he Mexicans; but on October 4th 
he ~u~ed that, if the United States government meant 
to. tnSlst on the Rio Grande as the boundary. it would 
gam an advantage by occupying points on that river. He 
therefore suggested an advance to Point Isabel and 
f..:aredo.·. Mean~ .. hite had come the attempt to renew 
dlplomal1c relations between the United States and 
!'Iexico, which .ended in failure. January 13, d~46, when 
It was known In Washington that Slidell would probably 
not be received by the Mexican government, Taylor was 
ordered to advance to the Rio Grande.· 

Up to the time of this movement the Mexican gO\'ern
ment. had neglected the distinction in the validity of its 
claims to the territory east of the Rio Grande, J t strenu-

• T 10' . ay r S SU(:c::esIiIYe orders, in Houu Ex«. D«s., JO Cong .• 
I Sess .. VII, No. 60, pp. 7, 79-8,. 

: H~use E%«. Docs., JO Cong., I ~. , VII, No. 60, p. 99. 
Ibid., pp. 10~- lo9 . 

• HUNs. Ex«. Docs., 30 Cong., I Sell., VII, No. 60, p. 90. 
.8, 
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ously asserted the right of Mexico to the whole of Texas, 
whatever its limits might be, and declared that annexa
tion would be tantamount to a declaration of war. From 
the Mexican point of view, Taylor invaded Mexico the 
moment he entered Texas. But when he advanced to the 
Rio Grande the distinction was finally made. April 12, 

1846. he was warned by Ampudia. general in command of 
the Mexican forces at Matamoras. to retire in twenty-four 
hours-not beyond the Sabine. as one might have ex
pected. from the previous attitude of the Mexican govern
ment but beyond the N ueces. ' 

A few days later occurred the first conflict. April 24th 
a party of dragoons sent out by Taylor was ambushed on 
the east side of the river by a large force of Mexicans, and 
after a skirmish. in which a number of men were kill~ 
and wounded. was captured.' The official report of this 
affair reached Washington the evening of Saturday. May 
9th.' President Polk had already decided, in con ormity 
with the judgment of all his cabinet except Bancroft, to 
send to Congress a message recommending a declaration 
of war. Now, in fonnulating the reasons for the declara
tion, he asserted that" Mexico has passed the boundary 
of the United States, has invaded our territory. and shed 
American blood upon the American soil." t and with the 
unanimous concurrence of his cabinet he sent the message 
to Congress. Monday, May 11th. 

On the same day a bill providing for the enlistment of 
fifty thousand soldiers and the appropriation of ten 
million dollars. the preamble to which re-echoed the Presi
dent's assertion that war existed by the act of Mexico 
itself. passed the House by a vote of 174 to 14.' 

I H_ E~. Docs.,Jo Cong .• I Sets., VII. No. 6o.p. 1",0, 

I Ibid .• p. 141 . 

• See Polk, MS. Diary, entry for May 9. 1846. 
I Richardson. M,ssngllS attd. Papns, IV, 443. 
I COflg. GloW, 29 Cong., I Sess .• 195. 
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It was only after Polk felt assured of the refusal to re
ceive Slidell I that he assumed an attitude so aggressive 
as clearly to challenge war; and from that time forward 
it seems to have been his desire to carry the struggle just 
far enough to bring Mexico to the point of conceding a 
territorial indemnity on the terms which he had intended 
to offer through Slidell. In accordance with this policy 
he suggested. while the question of Slidell's reception by 
the Paredes government was yet in suspense. that Slidell 
shouJd be directed to go on board. a United States vessel 
and wait for further instructions.' The object of this 
plan was evidently to be able to resume negotiations, as 
soon as Mexico had fclt the pressure sufficiently. without 
the delays incident to a correspondence between the two 
capitals. The same considerations influenced, at a later 
stage of the war, the appointment of Trist.' To this 
method o{ pushing on the conflict, with the sword in one 
hand and the olive-branch in the other, Polk applied the 
peculiar designation of "conquering a peace." 

After the declaration o{ war by Congress. May 12, 1846. 
General Scott, the commander-in-chief of the United States 
Army, was appointed to command directly the forces that 
were to operate against Mexico. According to a plan of 
operations which appears to have originated with Presi
dent Polk himself, but which was concurred in by Secre
tary of War Marcy and by General Scott, New Mexico and 
California. which Polk intended to claim by way oC in
demnity, and Chihuahua, were to be occupied and held; 

'Uohn Slidell, of New Orleans. appointed a commissioner to 
Muico in 1845 to mdeavor to adjust the boundary and fe-estab· 
!ish relations.] 

t Polk. MS. Dwry, February '7. 1846. 
'Snwt, Docs., 30 Cong .• I Sess., I. Ko. I. p. 39. 
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the United States forces were to be pushed toward the 
heart of Mexico in order to force the Mexicans to terms; and 
the naval forces in the Gulf and the Pacific were assigned 
specific duties in connection with the general scheme.' 

The plan was in keeping with the main purpose of the 
war, and was, on the whole, well adapted to insure success· 
The northern provinces were far distant £rom the city of 
Mexico; the hold of the central government upon them 
was but slight; and, even if its available forces had been 
sufficiently strong and effective to send the troops needed 
to resist invasion, the difficuJties of transportation wouJd 
have been hard to overcome. Of course, similar difficulties 
were experienced in throwing the United States troops 
into the interior of northern Mexico; but such operations 
were far easier for a strong government '\\;th abundant 
resources than for one so ill established and so lacking 
in means as that of Herrera or Paredes. The popuJation 
of the north Mexican provinces was sparse and unenergetic, 
and could not be relied on for its defence; the local gov
ernments were weak and inefficient; and in 1846 that of 
California was disastrously affected by dissensions between 
two rival leaders, Jos6 Castro and Pio Pico, representing 
respectively the northern district and the southern.' It 
was in the northern district, in the lower valley of the 
Sacramento Ri\'er and near the bay of San Francisco. that 
the foreign popuJation, including the Americans, was most 
numerous. 

The plan for a campaign directed at the city of Mexico 
was gradually developed as the war went on. The im
pression of Polk and his ad\'isers at first was that a vigor
ous invasion of Mex.ico would end the war, without the 
necessity of pushing it far into the interior; and , since 
operations on the coast in the summer were so dangerous, 
the attack was made first in the north. The resistance 

I Ripley. War with M,xico. [. 149; Polk, MS. Diary, May 14. 
16, 1846 . 

• Hitlell, CaJifONfia. II, bk. vi., chaps. ii-v, passim. 
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of the Mexicans was, however, more desperate and pro
longed than was expected, and ultimately the change was 
made to the shorter and more direct line of advance by 
way of Vera Cruz. 

... 
lUUITLoTllfO T.C 
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The occupation of New Mexico and California was ac· 
complished speedily and with little resistance, General 
Kearny occupied New Mexico in the summer of 1846, and 
the occupation of California under Commodore R. F. Stock· 
ton was completed by January, J847. The first ex:peditions 
against Mexico from the north under Wool and Doniphan 
were inconclusive. 

The anny which was most depended on to force Mexico 
to tenns was that operating in the east. The campaign 
in this quarter began with an advance from Matamoras 
through Tamaulipas and Nuevo Le6n into Coahuila. But 
as it progressed the plan was gradually assimilated, so far 
as these states were ooncerned, to that which had been 
followed in dealing with California and New Mexico, and 
became one of simple occupation; while the attack was 
shifted to the south, and the final advance was made 
from Vera Cruz direct on the city of Mexico. 

In the prosecution of the war. in this part especially, 
the administration was much hampered by the character 
and conduct of the generals on whom the detailed develop. 
ment and execution of the plan devolved. The friction 
thus arising was increased by mutual suspicions of political 
motives between President Polk, eertain members of his 
cabinet, and the generals themse"·es. 

Tn this war .the United States troops, though always 
outnumbered-tn some cases heavily-and usually with 
the ~,:antage ~f position against them, enjoyed such 
supenonty both 10 morale and in mathiel that they were 
almost unifonnly victorious. Their victories, however, 
were by no means easy; on the contrary they were ot>. 
tained only at the cost of no little bloodY' fighting and of 
great loss of men. And, as is Dot unusual in like emer. 
~ci~, there was much complaint of the extravagance and 
meffioency of the quartermaster's department. ' 

'Nius' R~gisllr . . LXX. 31Q; Ctmg. GkXw. '9 Cong .. , Seu., 
291; Polk, MS. DIDry. August 18, 19, 1847 
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The attack on Mexico began with the advance of Tay· 
lor's army. Two battles, Palo Alto, on May 8, 1846, and 
Resaca de In Palma, on the following day, were required 
to drive the Me:.ucans across the Rio Grande. Taylor 
then advanced from Matamoras through Tamaulipas into 
Nuevo LeOn, and, after defeating the Mexicans in a three 

days' battle, September 21- 23, at Monterey, the capital 
of Nuevo Le6n, he captured that city. Saltillo, the capital 
of Coahuila . was occupied by the United States troops on 
November 16th, and Victoria, the capital of Tamaulipas, 
December 29th. 

It had long before this become a most important ques
tion whether the campaign should be confined to the 
occupation and cutting..off of northern Mexico, or whether 
the anny should be pushed on toward the city of Mexico. 
Taylor recommended the first of these two plans; but 
when asked his ad,";ce as to what should be done further, 
and especially whether an expedition should be aimed at 
the city of Mexico from ncar Vera Cruz, he had been 
hesitating and non-eommittal in his answer.' Orders 
issued direct from Washington , September 22, 1846, in 

I Huuu Euc. D«s .. 30 Cong., I Sess .• VII, No. 60. pp. 3''', 
353, especially Taylor to Adjutant-General. July" 18,,6. ibid., 
pp. 3'9-332; cf Polk, MS. Diary, September IS. 18,,6. 
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connection with the scheme before it was fully developed , 
to General Patterson, one of Taylor's subordinates, drew 
from Taylor himself a resentful protest. I Finally the 
plan of capturing Vera Cruz and marching thence upon 
the city of Mexico was adopted by Polk and his cabinet, 
with a little objection from Buchanan as to advancing 
beyond Vera Cruz,2 and Scott was elected to lead the 
expedition. Soon after his appointment he left Wash· 
ington, and about the end of December he reached Mata· 
moras and began to make preparations for the attack on 
Vera Cruz_ Part of Taylor's men were dra:wn away for 
the southern campaign. and renewed complaints from him 
were added to the general chorus of discord and dissatis· 
faction.' 

Information of the shifting of the attack to the south 
reached Santa Anna through intercepted despatches, and 
he at once conceived the project of a counter·stroke. 
Advancing northward with an anny of more than twenty 
thousand men, he came upon Taylor February 23, 1847, 
with only about one--fourth that number at Buena Vista. 
a few miles south of Saltillo. The American troops gained 
a brilliant victory,' and with this the serious work of the 
"army of occupation" was at an end. 

Attention was now centred on the southern campaign. 
During the month of February, 1841, Scott's troops were 
conveyed by sea from Brazos Santiago and concentrated 
on the island of Lobes, about sixty miles south of Tampico. 
On March 9th a landing was made without opposition near 
Vera Cruz. With the co-operation of the naval forces 
under Commooore Conner the city was invested, and, 

I Taylor to Adjutant·Gencral, October IS, 1846, in How. Euc. 
Docs., 30 Cong., I Sess., VII. No. 60, pp. 351- 354. 

1 Polk, MS. Dillry. :-.'ovcmber '4. 1846. 
I Taylor to Adjutant-General, January 27, 1847, in Hows. Exec. 

Docs., 30 Cong., I Sess., VlI, No. 60, pp. 1100-1102 . 
• Taylor to Adjutant.-General, March 6, 1847, in ScnaU Docs., 

30 Cong., I Sess., I, No . I, pp. 132- 141. 
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after a brief siege culminating In a sharp bombardment. 
was captured. March 29, 1847.' 

Next in order was the advance upon the city of Mexico, 
which began April 8th. The first resistance was met at 
Cerro Gordo, where. on April 17th and 18th. Scott's anny 

of not more than nine thousand drove thirteen thousand 
Mexicans, in disastrous defeat, from a naturally strong 
and well-fortified posit'on. Finally there was a series of 
battles near the city of Mexico, which culminated in its 
capture, and which will be referred to further on. 

Meanwhile another effort was made by Polk to negotiate. 
an idea which even after the failure of the Slidell mission 
had been kept steadily in view. 

In answer to the proposition to negotiate which came 
through Trist. the American commissioner, Santa Anna 
contrived to intimate that, if he were paid ten thousand 
dollars down and onc million on the conclusion of peace, 
negotiations should begin at once. After consuJting with 
several of his officers, in a conference held late in July 
or early in August, Scott paid the ten thousand dollars.' 
Still no step was taken by the Mexicans toward negotia
tion until they were beaten in the engagements at Con
treras, August 19th and 20th, and Churubusco, August 
20, 1847. Then Scott himself proposed an armistice. 

I Scott to Marcy, March 29, ,847 , ibid., 229. 
'Ripley. JV(Ir wit" l'IIcxwo. II, 153-155; Polk, ,US. D1ary, 

December 28, ,847 · 
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which was accepted August 24th. Commissioners were 
appointed to meet Trist. and the effort to concl~e a 
treaty began. Whether it could have been accomplished 
at that stage of the "conquering" on the basis of his in
structions is uncertain: but Trul's wavering attitude un
doubtedly served to make the possibility much less. The 
Mexican commissioners still refused to come to terms, and 
submitted coWlter-propositions which were in conflict 
with those instructions, but which Trist referred to the 
authorities at Washington.' As soon as unofficial news of 
what Trist had done was received there, President Polk, 
without waiting to hear from him directly, ordered his recall.

1 

In the mean time the armistice had been terminated and 
the advance of the United States troops renewed. The 
victories of Molino del Rey, September 8th, and Chapul
tepee. September 13th, opened the way to the city of 
Mexico, which was occupied on September 14th.' Santa 
Anna abdicated. and on November 22d the new govern
ment announced to Trist that it had appointed com
missioners to negotiate. Trist had already received the 
letter recalling him; but, in spite of this fact, he listened 
to the suggestion of the Mexicans that they were not of
ficially notified. of his recall. and were anxious to negotiate 
aD the terms of his original instructions. 

The negotiations terminated. with the treaty of Gua
dalupe-Hidalgo, signed. February 2, 1848. The boundary 
agreed upon was to follow the Rio Grande from its mouth 
to the line of New Mexico; that line westward and north
ward to the first branch of the Gila it should cross; that 
branch and the Gila to the Colorado; and the line between 
Upper and Lower California thence to the Pacific.' For 

• Snsat. D«I .. 30 Colli .. I Se!s .• VII. NO·5'. p. 345. 
t Buchanan to Trist. October 6. 1847, ibid .• pp. 91-c}3; Polk, 

MS. Diary, October S 1847. 
I See official reJlOns of these operations. iD S~ D«I .. 30 

Cong .• I Sess .. 1. No. I. pp. 354-471 
, U. S. TnatUs euid CO\'JWJSli01lls. 683. ,,6 
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THE RUPTURE WITH MEXICO 

the territory thus ceded by Mexico the United S~tes was 
to satisfy the claims of its citizens on the MeXIcan .g~v
emment, and to pay in addition thereto fifteen trullion 
dollars. In spite of the fact that Tris~'s. authority, had 
been withdrawn before the final negobatlOns. PreS1dent 
Polk submitted the treaty to the Senate, and after some 
opposition and suspense it was ratified. March 10, 1848. 
by a vote of 38 to 14· 



XIII 

THE BATTLE OF BUENA VISTA (18'1i) 

AFTER Taylor's capture of Monterey, the stronghold of 
J-\ northern Mexico, an armistice tenninated hostilities 
till NovemberIJth, 1846. By that time Santa Anna-who 
had returned to Mexico-had mustered a powerful army 
at San Luis Potosi. and was expected to march against 
Monterey. Taylor, intending to act on the defensh'e only, 
proposed to occupy a line stretching from Saltillo to Tam
pico. which fort had been evacuated by the Mexicans; and, 
in punuance of this plan, marched on Saltillo and Victoria. 
and occupied them without resistance. His plans were 
frustrated by a requisition from General Scott depriving 
him of Worth and Twiggs' divisions of regulars. Thus 
reduced to a force of some five thousand men-all of 
whom. except a few dragoons and artillery, were volunteers 
-Taylor was compelled to abandon his projected linc, 
and to content himself with one stretching from Saltillo 
to the mouth of the Rio Grande. December, January, 
and part of February were spent by the army in await
ing the Mcxican attack. It was' known that Santa Ann" 
would advance from San Luis to cxpel the invaders; his 
force was fairly estimated, and the wide disparity, in point 
of numbers. between the two armies was not concealed 
from the troops. Yet there was no thought of retreating; 
on the contrary. when Taylor determined to advance south
w~rd from SaltillQ, and to occupy Agua Nueva, eighteen 
nulcs ncarer the foe, the whole army marched in high 
spirits. It was subsequently found that the force under 
Taylor-inclucling Wool's division, which had joined the 
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main army-was too small to hold Agua Nueva, and a 
retrograde movement was ordered to the pass of La 
Angostura, a narrow defile near the hacienda of Buena 
Vista. There the army a ..... aited Santa Anna's approach. 

It was on February 22d- Washington's birthday-that 
the Mexican advance made its appearance, rolling before 
it clouds of dust: It had suffered dreadfully on the road 
from San Luis from cold and want of supplies; but. allow
ing for these sources of loss. the army led by Santa Anna 
cannot have numbered less than twenty thousand men, 
including {our thousand cavalry and twenty pieces of 
artillery; and the sufferings of the march made the soldiers 
all the more eager {or the battle. Disappointed in not 
finding Taylor at Agua Nueva, as he had expected, Santa 
Anna proclaimed that he had fled. and ordered the cavalry 
in pursuit. The Mexicans had already had one experience 
of Taylor's tlights- a second was at hand. When the 
lancers reached the Angostura, they found the pass guarded 
by Wushington's battery of eight pieces, and very properly 
halted. The corrcspondence, since so famous. between 
the two generals then took place; and on receipt of Tay
lor's laconic letter Santa Anna commenced the attack. 

The advantage of position was all on the side of Lhe 
United States army. The pass itself was so narrow that 
Washington's bauery could guard it against almost any 
force; impassable gullies and ravines Ranked it on the 
west, and on the east the mountains gradually rose to a 
height of some two thousand feet . The only spot on 
which a regular battle could be fought was a plateau on 
the east of the pass, which stretched from the precipitous 
mountain-slope nearly to the rood, tenninating on that 
side in severnl ridges and ravines. This plateau gained. 
the pass might have been turned; and accordingly Santa 
Anna's first thought was to master it. A strong body of 
light infantry was despatched, in the afternoon of the 22d, 
to climb the mountain-side which commanded the plateau; 
but the moment the rnanceuvre was perceived a party of 
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Taylor', riflemen ascended the opposite ridge to keep them 
in chc..::.k. The Mexicans opened fire, and the Kentuckians 
replied; and thus. as each body strove to overtop the 
other, both ridges were soon covered with smoke. Foiled 
in his object, Santa Anna awaited the morning to com· 
mence operations in earnest; and Taylor, fearing an attack 
on Saltillo, set out to complete the defences of that point 
during the night. 

At two o'clock in the morning the American pickets were 
driven in, and at break of day the Mexican light infantry, 
on the ridge above the plateau, led by General Ampudia, 
commenced charging down into the ravine which separated 
them from the Kentuckians. They had received rein· 
foreements during the night, and were at least eight to 
one. Fortunately, General Wool had anticipated the 
movement, and Lieutenant O'Brien was ready at the foot 
of the hill with a piece of cannon. A very few discharges, 
well·aimed, sent the Mexicans back to cover. Then the 
main army advanced; two colwnns, under Pacheco and 
Lombatdini, supported by lancers and a twelve-pounder 
battery in the TeaT, matc:hing directly toward the plateau, 
and a third moving against the pass. Wool had disposed 
the anny almost in a line across the plateau from the pass 
to the mountain: Washington's battery being on the right, 
and O'Brien's on the leh wing, the infantry and a lQuadron 
of dragoons in the centre, and the volunteer cavalry in
clined slightly to the rear on the right and left. About 
Dine in the morning Pacheco's column debouched from a 
ravine and began to fonn coolly on a ridge of the plateau. 
General Lane hastened forward, skirting the mountains 
with the Second Indiana volunteers and O'Brien's battery, 
to meet them. At two hundred yards O'Brien opened 
with terrific e.flect; the close columns of the Mexicans 
were ploughed by his abot. But the reply was steady and 
almost equally effective. Raked on the left by the twelve
pounder battery. and assailed by a stann of bullets from 
the masses rising out of the Ta\-me, the volunteers feU 
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thickly round their colors, and, after some minutes, the 
Indiana volunteers could stand it no longer, and fled in 
spite of Lane's efforts to rally t.hem.' O'Brien was left 
almost alone with his guns. He fired one last discharge. 
then, hastily limbering up, followed the flying infantry over 
the plateau. 

It. was an almost falal movement; for, LombaTdini 
gaining the southern edge of the plateau at that moment, 
the two Mexicarr columns united, and the lancers, who 
swarmed on the Ranks, galloped down on the volunteers. 
To add to the danger, the Indiana rcgiment in ;t.s flight 
became entangled with the Arkansas volunteers, who 
caught the panic and fled likewise. Their loss in a fight 
where the enemy was over four to one was severely felt. 
However, nothing dauntcci. the Second Illinois, under 
Colonel Bissell, received the Mexican fire, and returned 
it as fast as the men could load. The dragoons, who 
could do no service in such a conflict, were scnt to the 
rear; but a couple of guns, under Trench and Thomas, 
were brought to bear, and every shot cut like a knife 
through the Mexican columns. Still, it was impossible 
for such a handful of men to check an army of thou
sands: the enemy poured dO","Tl the plateau, and, passing 
between the mountain and the Illinoisans, turned our left 
and poured in a flank as well as a front fire. Eighty men 
having faUen in twenty minutes, Colonel Bissell gave the 
word of command to face to the rear, and the gallant regi
ment, as cool as if on drill, faced about, marched deliber_ 
ately a few yards toward the ravine-Churchill walking 
his horse before them-then turned and reswned firing. 

Meanwhile the lancers were driving the Indiana and 
Arkansas volunteers off the plateau, and cutting off the 
ritl:emen in the mountain from the main amly. These, 
perceiving the danger, and trusting that the lancers would 

I Gen. Lew Wallacr. who reached Buena Vista t ... o day. after 
the battle. furnishes a vigorous defence of the Indiana. volunteers 
in his Aulobiograpify, vol. I, chapa. xviii and xix.--{EDITO • . } 
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noisans were saved, and grape and canister mowed down 
t.he Mexican masses at the foot of the mountain. 

Still, the light infantry under Ampudia were pressing 
on by the left to the rear of Wool's position. In half an 
hour the pass might. have been turned. Most providential
ly at that moment Taylor arrived with Davis' Mississippi 
riflemen and May's dragoons. The former barely stopped 
an instant for the men to fill their canteens, then hastened 
to the field. Boiling \, .. ;th rage, Davis called on the In
diana volunteers to form "behind that wall," pointing to 
his men, and advance against their enemy. Their colonel, 
Bowles, the tears streaming down his face, finding all his 
appeals fruitless. seized a musket and joined the Mis
sissippians as a private. Time CQuid not be lost; Am
pudia was close upon them; Davis fonned and advanced 
with steady tread against a body more than five times his 
strength. A rain of balls poured upon the Mississippians. 
but no man pulled a trigger till sure of his mark. Then 
those deadly riRes blazed and stunned the Mexican ad
vance. A ravine separated them from the enemy; Davis 
gave the word. and. with a cheer, down they rushed and 
up the other side; then forming hastily, with one awful 
volley they shattered the Mexican head and drove them 
back to cover. 

But the cavaJry had crept round the mountain and 
were descending on the hacienda. They were Torrejoo's 
brigade, splendid fellows. mostly lancers. and brimful of 
fight. Opposed to them were Yell's Arkansas and Mar
shall's Kentucky mounted volunteers-less than hal£ their 
number. Hopelessly these brave fellows stood, firing their 
carbines as the foe approached; but the last man was still 
taking aim when the lancers were upon them like a whirl
wind. The brave Yell was dashed to the earth a corpse, 
and Lieutenant Vaughan fell from l1is horse, pierced by 
twenty-four wounds. Huddled together in a confused 
mass, Mexicans and Americans dashed side by side toward 
the hacienda, engaged in a death-struggle as they galloped 
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be checked by the Arkansas and Kentucky cavalry, tow~ 
ard which they were approaching, abandoned their posi
tion and came running down the mountain-side, with a 
view of cutting lheir way back to the baLteries. But t.he 
mounted volunteers made but a brief stand against the 
impetuous charge of the lancers, and Ampudia's light in
fantry no sooner saw the riRemen mqve than t.hey followed 
close on their heels, firing 3S they went. The slaughter 
of our poor fellows was dreadful; the Texans were anni
hilated. In one confused rn.ass, riflemen and volunteer 
cavalry, Arkansans and Kentuckians were driven back 
by the advancing columns of the enemy, arid little was 
wanted to complete the rout, Vainly did the officers try 
to raUy the fugitives. No sooner had a handful of men 
been persuaded to halt and tum than a volley from the 
Mexicans scattered them. Thus fell Captain Lincoln-a 
chivalrous spirit, who was struck to the earth by two balls 
in the act of cheering on a small party of Kentuckians to 
hold their ground, 

At this perilous moment the rattle of musketry was 
drowned by a tremendous roar of cannon in the d.irection 
of the pass. The Mexicans under Villamil had approached 
within range, and Captain Washington, who had sworn to 
hold the pass against any odds, was keeping his word. 
The gunners had been wild with ardor and suspense all 
moming; they were now gratified, and, though three guns 
had been taken from the battery, they poured such a mur
derous fire upon Villamil's column as it approached through 
the narrow pass thaL, after wavering a moment, it scat
tered, and most of the Olen sought refuge in the ravines. 
The moment they broke the Second tllinoisans, who had 
been :o'tationed at the pass, eagerly followed their colonel, 
Hardin, to the plateau, to share the dangers of their com
rades. Almost as soon McKee's Kentuckians and Bragg's 
battery came plunging through the gullies on the west of 
the pass and joined them; while Shennan's guns were 
speedily brought up from the rear. Thus the First IIli-
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onward. and en\'eloped in a cloud of dust. One tall 
Mexican was seen, mounted upon a powerful horse, spear
ing every one that came within reach, in the drunkenness 
of battle; while here and there a Kentuckian, with native 
coolness. loaded as he rode, and brought down man after 
man. In less time than it takes to read these lines the 
horses' hoofs were rattling over the streets, shrieks and 
shouts heralding their approach. Amid the din, the 
crack of rifles from the roofs of the houses told that the 
little garrison were holding their own. Through and 
through the hacienda the Mexicans swept, disengaging 
themselves from the volunteers just in time to escape a 
charge from May's dragoons, which came clattering down 
the ravine to the rescue. Reynolds followed "dth two 
pieces of 8)";ng artillery. and Torrejon himself, badly 
wounded and minus several of his best men, was glad to 
escape to the mountains. 

Meanwhile Major Dix had snatched the colors of the 
Second Indiana volunteers from the hands of their bearer. 
and bitterly swore that, with God's help, that standard 
should not be disgraced that day. "He would bear it 
aI.one." he said, "into the thick of the fight." Roused by 
bu words, a few men rallied around him and joined the 
Mississippi rifles on the plateau. The gallant Third In
diana were there, and Shennan had brought up a howitzer. 
Enraged at the failure of the attack on the hacienda a 
~- body of lancers now. charged these troops. adv~ 
mg m close column, knee to knee. and lance in rest. In 
breathl~ haste the volunteers were thrown across th~ 
narrow ndge. in two tines. meeting at an angle near tbe 
centre. Not a whisper broke the silence as the Mexicans 
approacbed. and the intrepid bearing of men whom noth
ing co':lld have saved from destruction if the charge bad 
been VIgorous appalled the lancen. Within eighty yards 
or the lines they actually halted. At that instant the 
ritles were raised: a second-an awful second-elapsed. 
Then .. Fire'" and a blaze ran round the angle. The 
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Mexican column was destroyed. Horses and men writhed 
on the plain. The rear rank stood (or a moment, but a 
single discharge from the howitzer scattered them too. 
and they fell back. For the first time during the day 
fortune seemed to favor the Americans. Hemmed in 
on two sides. and driven to the base of the mounta in, 
five thousand Mexicans, horse and foot, '\\'ith Ampudia's 
division, were being slaughtered by nine guns, which 
never slackened fire. Their fate was certain; when a 8ag 
of truce from Santa Anna induced Taylor to silence his 
batteries. It was only a ruse. Santll Anna asked, .. What 
does General Taylor want?" Bcfore the answer reached 
him. the Mexicans had made good their escape to the rear. 

Notwithstanding the parley. one Mexican battery con
tinued its fire upon our troops. This was the eighteen 
and twenty-four pounder battery of the battalion of San 
Patricio. composed of Irishmen. deserters from our ranks, 
and commanded by an Irishman named Riley. Harassed 
by this fire. and perceiving the enemy's treachery. Taylor 
sent the Illinoisans and Kentuckians, with three pieces 
of artillery. in pursuit of Ampudia. They hurried for
ward along the heads of the ravines; but to their horror. 
as they neared the southern edge of the plateau. an over
whelming fOf"ee of over ten thousand mcn, comprising 
the whole of Santa Anna's reserve, emerged from below 
and deployed before their firing. To resist was madness. 
The volunteers discharged their pieces and rushed pre· 
cipitately into the nearest gorge. Its sides were steep. 
and many rolled headlong to the bottom. Others were 
maaaacred by a shower of bullets poured from Mexicans 
who clustered on both ridges above. In the midst of 
the carnage, Hardin. McKee. and many other brave offi
cers fell, vainly trying to seek an exit for their troops. 
At the mouth of the ravine a squadron of lancers were 
ready to cut off their escape. Down the sides poured 
the Mexican infantry. slaughtering the wounded with 
the bayonet and driving the helpless mass before them. 
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Above. paJe as death, ",-jth compressed lips, O'Brien and 
Thomas stood to their desened pieces. Once before that 
morning the Mexican shot had left the fanner alone at 
his gun; for the second time the fortune of the day seemed 
to depend on his single exertions. If he could hold the 
enemy at bay for a few minutes, there would be time for 
other batteries to come up. Ball after ball tore ragged 
gaps through the advancing host. After each discharge 
O'Brien fell back just far enough to load and fire again, 
praying in an agony that help might come. He was 
wounded himself: all his men were killed or wounded; 
but he never flinched before the surging wave of Mexicans 
until the clack of whips nnd the rattle of wheels were 
heard behind him. Then-for he knew it was Bragg 
urging onward his jaded horses-the brave fellow aimed 
one deadly volley of canister and abandoned his piece. 
The next moment Bragg unlimbered and opened a telling 
6re. Sherman followed, and, Davis and Lane coming up 
at a run, the crack of riRes was heard away to the extreme 
left. On the right, the well-known roar of Washington's 
guns startled the foc. It was the death-warrant of the 
lancers, who were penning our volunteers in the ravine. 
Out came the remnant, leaving crowds of dead, and not 
one man wounded, in the horrid trap, and hastily scaled 
the side of the plateau. Taylor was there. coolly picking 
the balls out or his dress, and Wool rode wildly backward 
and forward, urging on the rear ranks. But it was need
less. At Bragg's third discharge the whole body of the 
Mexicans broke and dashed pell-mell into the ravine 
whence they had come. 

This was the last of the battle. Davis and Bragg fol
lowed the enemy a short distance; but the San Patricio 
battery still commanded the southern edge or the pla
teau, and the t.roops were so fagged that they could hardly 
walk. Night was coming on. and the firing ceased. The 
men Jay down where they stood; and a few, overcome by 
fatigue, slept side by side with the dead and the wounded. 

,o6 

THE BATTLE OF BUENA VISTA 

It was a dark, gloomy night. and a bitter wind swept 
from the mountain. Not far in the distance the wolf's 
howl broke dismally on the ear, and the vultures flapped 
their wings overhead. Nothing was known of the Mexican 
anny; no one could say what the morrow might bring 
forth. With anxious eye ~he officers looked {or the dawn. 

It came at last; anp to ~heir inexpressible delight the 
first streaks of light in the eastern sky revealed a deserted 
camp. The Mexicans had fled. An anny of Over twenty 
thousand men, comprising the flower of the Mexican 
troops, had been beaten by forty-six hundred Americans, 
over four thousand of whom were raw volunteers. Such 
a cheer as rose from the pass of Angost.ura. on that Feb
ruary morning never before or since re-echoed through 
the dark gorges of the Sierra Madre. .. 
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SCOTT'S CONQUEST OF MEXICO, .847 

N
ORTHERN MEXICO lay helpless at Tayt?r's feet. 
The stars and stripes floated O"cr the cttadel of 

Monterey, and the flower of the Mexican army. com
manded. by their greatest general, had been repulsed at 
Buena Vista. Nothing now remained but to strike a 
blow at the vitals of the southern republic. That task 
had been imposed on Genel'"a! Scott. whose skill and ex:· 
perience designated him as the proper man to cond~ct a 
campaign in which the fate of the war was to be deCided. 

00 March 6, 1847. the fleet of transports and men-of
war was concentrated near Vera Cruz. It bore a small 
but well-disciplined force of some twelve thousand men, 
comprising the whole standing army of the United States 
-four regiments of artillery. eight of infantry. one of 
mounted riflemen. and detachments of dragoons - be
sides eight volunteer regiments of foot and one of horse. 
Major-General Scott commanded the wbole, with Worth, 
fresh from the brilliant capture of Monterey. Twiggs, Ilnd 
the volunteer Patterson as his brigadiers. Under the 
latter served Generals Quitman, Pillow, and Shields. 

Vera Cruz was the strongest place on this continent, 
after Quebec. Situated on the border of thc Gulf, it was 
surrounded by a line of bastions and redans, terminating 
at either extremity in a fort of large capacity. A sandy 
plain encircled it on t.he land side, affording no prot.ection 
to an assailant within seven hundred yards of the walls: 
and toward the sea, on a reef at a distance of rnther more 
than half a mile, the famous fort of San Juan d'Ulloa 
commanded the harbor. In March, 1841, the city 
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mounted ncarly nincty, thc castle onc hunc!red and 
twent.y-eight guns of various calibers. including several 
thirteen-inch mortars and ten-inch Paixhans. So im
plicit was the faith of the Mexicans in the strength of the 
place that. having rendered it, as they believed. im
pregnable. they left its defence to a garrison of five thou
sand men, and bade t.hem remember that the city was 
named Vera CfU2 t.he Invincible. This was the first mis
take of the enemy: a second was- omitting t.o provision 
the place for a siege; a third was allowing women, chil
dren. and non-<:ombatant.s to remain in the town. In 
this instance, as in so many others. the overweening as
surance of the ~Iex.icans was the cause of their ruin. 
Monterey and Buena Vista should have taught them to 
know better. 

The American troops began to land on March 9, 1841, 
and by the 12th a line of troops five miles long surrounded 
Vera Cruz. On the 22d the bombardment was begun. 
and on thc 26th wit.hout an assault, the Mex.icans began 
negotiations for ~ surrender. which took place three days 
afterward. 

CERRO GORDO 

On April 8th the anny, headed by Twiggs' divisi~n, 
moved forward on the nntional road toward the cIty 
of Mexico. At the mountain - pass of Cerro Gordo the 
Mexicans, under Santa Anna, had made a stand. They 
had planted batteries to command all the level ground, 
and bebind them were some twelve thousand infantry 
and cavalry. The fighting began on the 11th with an 
attack by Twiggs on the Mexican left. which resulted 
in dri ving back the Mexicans, and in the capture o[ a 
strong nn .. ition on a hill called Atalaya, where sorne 

.-- cd· h·h Th ,day the cannon were mount 10 t e rug t. e nex 
desperate as.;aults of Harney and Riley sto~ed :!: 
redoubts on the crest of Cerro Gordo, and Rtley 
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Shields charged and capturcd the Mexican batteries on 
the road. On the left Pillow was less sUe<:essful. but 
the guns of Cerro Gordo were turned against the Mexicans, 
who. seeing the defeat of Santa Anna. hoisted a white 
8ag. Three t.housand men. including five generals. 
surrendered to General Scott, and over a thousand were 
killed or wounded. Of the American force of eighty· 
five hundred. sixty·thrce were killed and three hundred 
and sixty·eight wounded. 

The unopposed seizure of the castle of La Hoya. and 
the occupat.ion of the towns of Perote and Puebla were 
followed by a delay due to the necessity of waiting for 
reinforcements to replace the three ,thousand volunteers 
whose time had expired. 

Reinforcements arrived but slowly. and each detach· 
menlo as it moved from Vera Cruz to the mountains. had 
to Sustain a running fight with the guerrillas whom 
Santa Anna had let loose on the road. All arrived. bow
ever. in safety. and by the beginning of August General 
Scott was ready to move on the valley of Mexico with 
ten thousand seven hundred and thirty-eight men, leaving 
Colonel Childs with fourteen hundred to garrison Puebla. 
On the third day they stood upon the summit of the 
ridge which looks down upon the valley of Mexico. with 
the city itself glittering in the centre. and bright lakes. 
grim forts. and busy causeways dotting the dark expanse 
of marsh and lava. That night the troops encamped at 
the foot of the mountains and within the valley on the 
border of Lake Chalco. 

With the energy which characterized Santa Anna 
throughout Yle w~r. he had prepared for a desperate 
defence. CIvil stnfe had been silenced, funds raised. an 
army o~ twenty-five ~housand men mustered, and every 
precaution taken which genius could suggest or science 
indicate. N~l ure .had done much f01' him. Directly in 
front of the Invadtng army lay the large lakes of Xochi. 
milco and Chalco. These turned, vast marshes, inter-
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sected by ditches and for the most part impassable. sur
rounded the cit.y on the ea.st and SOuth--Qn which side 
Scott was advancing-for severa.l miles. The only ap
proaches were by causeways, and t.hese Santa Anna had 
taken prodigious pains to guard. The n~tional road to 
Vera Cruz-which Scott must have taken had he marched 
00 the north side of the lakes-was commanded by a fort 
mounting fifty-one guns on an impregnable hill callt..-d EI 
Peil.on. Did he turn the southern side of the Io.kes. a 
field of lava, deemed almost impassable for troops. inter
posed a primary obstacle. and fortified positions at San 
Antonio. San Angel, and Churubusco. with an intrenched 
camp at Contreras. were likewise to be surmounted be
fore the southem causeways could be reached. Beyond 
these there yet remained the formidable castle of Chapul
tepee and the st.rong enclosure of Molino del Rey to be 
stonned before the city gates could be reached. Power· 
ful batteries had been mounted at all these points. and 
ample garrisons detailed to serve them. The bone and 
muscle of Mexico were there. Goaded by defeat. Santa 
Anna never showed so much vigor: a.mbition fired Va· 
lencia; patriotism stirred the soul of Alvarez; Canaiejo. 
maddened by the odium into which hc had faUen. was 
boiling to regain his sobriquet of "The Lion of Mex.ico." 
With a constancy equal to anything recorded of the 
Roman Senate. the Mexican Congress. on learning the 
defeat at Cerro Gordo. had voted unanimously that any 
onc opening negotiations with the enemy should be 
deemed a traitor. and the citizens with one accord. had 
ratified the ,-ate. Within six months Mexico had lost 
two splendid annies in two pitched battles against the 
troops now advancing against the capital: but. she never 
lost heart. 

CONTRERAS 

When the engineers reported that the fortress on EI 
PetJon could not be carned without a loss of one-third the 
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a.rmy, Scott decided to move by the so~th of the lakes; 
and Worth accordingly advanced. leadmg the van, as 
far as San Augustin, nine miles from the city of Mexico. 
There a large field of la va-lq1o,,'ll as the Pedregal
barred the way. On the one side, a couple oC miles from 
San Augustin. the fortified works at San Antonio com· 
manded the passage between the field and the lake; on 
the other t.he ground was so much broken that infantry 
alone could advance. and General Valencia occupied an 
intrenched camp, with a heavy battery. near the village 
of Contreras, three miles distant. Scott determined to 
attaek on both sides, and sent forn'ard Worth on the east 
and Pillow and Twiggs on the west. The latter advanced 
as fast as possible over the masses of lava on the morning 
of the 19th, and by 2 P.M. a couple of light batteries were 
placed in position and opened fire on the Mexican camp. 

At the same time, General Persifer Smith conceived 
the plan of turning Valencia's left, and hastened. along 
the path through the Pedregal in the direction of a vii· 
!age called San Jeronimo. Colonel Riley foUowed. Pillow 
sent Cadwalader'a brigade on the same line, and later in 
the day Morgan's regiment was likey.':ise despatched tow· 
ard that point. They drove in the Mexican pickets and 
skinnishers. dispersed a few panies of lancers, and oc. 
cupied the village v.;thout loss. Seeing the movement, 
Santa Anna hastened to Valencia's support with t"ch'e 
thousand men. He was discovered by Cadwalader just 
as the Iat.ter gained the viUage road; and, appreciating 
the vast 1mp?rtance of preventing a junction between 
the. two MeXican generals, that gallant officer did not 
heSitate to draw up his brigade in order of battle. So 
broken WIl8 the ground that Santa Anna could not see 
the amount of force opPOsed to him and declined the 
combat. This was all Cadwalader' wanted. Shields' 
brigade v.:8S advancing through the Pedregal, and the 
troopS which had 81.r~ady crossed were rapidly moving to 
the rear of ValenCia s camp. Night, too, was close at 
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hand. When it fell, Smith's, Riley's, and Cadwalader'. 
commands had gained the point they sought. Shields 
joined. them at ten o'clock; and at midnight Captain Lee 
crossed the Pedrcgal, with a message from General Smith 
to General Scott. to say that he would commence the 
attack at daybreak next morning. 

It rained. all night, and the men lay in the mud with· 
out fires. At three in the morning (August 20th) the 
word was passed to march. Such pitchy darkness cov
ered the face of the plain that Smith ordered every man 
to touch his front filc as he marched. Now and then a 
flash of lightning lit up the narrow ravine; occasionally 
a straggling moonbeam piereed the clouds and sh:d .an 
uncertain glimmer on the heights; but these fhttmg 
guides only served to make the darkness seem darker. 
The soldiers groped their way, stumbling over stones and 
brushwood, and did not gain the rear of the camp till day 
broke. Then Riley bade his men look to the priming of 
their guns and reload those which the rain had wet. 
With the first ray of daylight the firing had recommenced 
between the Mexican camp and Ransom's corps stationed. 
in front and Shields' brigade at Sao Jeronimo. Almost 
at t.he same moment Riley began to ascend the height 
in the rear. Before he reached the crest, his engineers, 
who had gone forward to reconnoitre, came running back 
to say that his advance had been detected. that two 
guns were being pointed against him, and a body of in· 
lantry were sallying from the camp. The news braced 
the men's nerves. They gained the ridge, and stood a 
tremendous volley from the Mexicans without flinching. 
Poor Hanson of the Seventh-a gallant officer and an 
excellent man-was shot down with many others; but 
the Mexicans had done their worst. With steady aim, 
the volley was returned; and ere the smoke rose a cheer 
rang through the ravin~ and Riley fell with a swoop on 
the intrenchments. With bayonet and butt of musket, 
the Second and Seventh drove the enemy from his guns, 
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leaping into his camp and ~Iaughtering all bel0n: ~hem. 
Up rushed Smith's own bngade on the le~t. d":V1ng a 
party of Mexicans before them, and char:&'ng with the 
bayonet straight at Torrejon's c~valry. which was drawn 
up in order of battle. Defea.t was marked on their r~es. 
Valencia was nowhere to be found. Salas strove vamly 
to rouse his men to defend themseh'es with energy; Tor* 
rejon's horse. smitten with panic. broke and fled a~ the 
advance of our infantry. ruley hurled the MeXicans 
from their camp after a struggle of a quarter of an hour; 
and as they rushed down the ravine their own cavalry 
rode over them, trampling down more men than the 
bayonet and ball had laid low. On the right. as they 
fled, Cadwalader's brigade poured in a destructive vol
tey; and Shields. throwing his party across the road. 
obstructed their retreat and compelled the fugitives to 
yield themselves pri:oners of war. The only fight of any 
moment had taken place within the camp. There. for 
a few minutes. the Mexicans had fought desperately; 
two of our regimental colors had been shot down; but 
finally Anglo-Saxon bone and sinew had triumphed. To 
the delight of the assailants. the first prize of victory 
was the guns O'Brien had abandoned at Buena Vi!lta, 
which were regained by his own regiment. Twenty 
other guns and over one thousand prisoners. including 
eighty-eight officers and four generals, were likewise cap
tured. and some fifteen hundred Mexicans killed and 
wounded. The American loss in killed, wounded. and 
missing was about one hundred men. 

Ban:ly takin.g time to breathe his troops, Smith fol-
10W~ In PUrsUit toward the city. By len o'clock in the 
momtng he reached San Angel. which Santa Anna 
evacuated as he approached. The general*in..chief and 
the ~enerals of division had by this time relieved Smith 
of hiS command; ScOtt rode to the front and in a few 
brief words told the men there was more w'ork to be done 
that day. A loud cheer from the ranks was the reply. 
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The whole force then advanced to Coyacan. within a mile 
of Churubusco, and prepared to assault the place. 

CIIURUBUSCQ 

Santa Anna considered it the key to the city, and 
awaited the attack in perfect confidence with thirty 
thousand men. The defences were of a very simple de* 
senptlon. On the west. in the direction of Coyacan. stood 
the large stone convent of San Pablo, in which seven heavy 
guns were mounted, and which. as well as the wall and 
breastworks in front. was filled with infantry. A breast· 
work connected San Pablo with the tete de pon' over the 
Churubusco River, four hundred yards distant. This was 
the easternmost point of defence, and formed part of the 
San Antonio causeway leading to the city. It was a 
work constructed with the greatest skill-bastions. cur* 
lain. and wet ditch. everything was complete and perfect 
-four guns were mounted in embrasure and barbette, 
and as many men as the place would hold were stationed 
there. The reserves occupied the causeway behind Chur* 
ubuseo. Independently of his defences. Santa Anna's 
numbers-nearly five to on~ught to have insured the 
repulse of the assailants. 

By cle\'en-hardly seven hours ha\'ing elapsed since 
the Contreras camp had been stormed. five miles away
Twiggs and Pillow were in motion toward the San An
tonio causeway. Nothing had been heard of Worth, 
who had been directed to move along the east side of the 
Pedregal on San Antonio: but it was taken for granted 
he had carried the point, and Scott wished to cut. olI the 
retreat. of the garrison. Twiggs was advancing cautiously 
toward the convent. when a heavy firing was heard in 
advance. Supposing that a reconnoitring party bad 
been attacked. he hastily sent forward the First Artil
lery, under Dimmick. through a field of ta.11 com. to sup
port them. No sooner had they separated from the main 
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body than a terrific discharge of grape, canister, and 
musketry assailed them from the convent. In the teeth 
of the storm they advanced to v';thin one hundred yards 
of that building. and a light battery under Taylor was 
brought up on their right and opened on the convent. 
Over an hour the gunners stood firm to their pieces under 
• fire as terrible as troops ever endured; one-third of the 
command had fallen before they were withdrawn. Colonel 
Riley meanwhile, with the stormers of Contreras. had 
been despatched to assail San Pablo on the west. and, 
like Dimmick. was met by a murderous rain of shot. 
Whole heads of companies were mowed down at once. 
Thus Captain Smith fell. twice wounded. with every man 
beside him; and a single discharge from the Mexican 
guns swept down Lieutenant Easley and the section he 
led . It was the second time that day the gallant Second 
had served as targets for the Mexicans. but not. a man 
fell back. General Smith ordered up the Third in sup
port. and these, proucting themselves as best they could 
behind a few huts, kept up a steady fire on the convent. 
Sallies from the works were constantly made and as 
COMtantly repulsed, but not a step cou1d the assailants 
make in ad vance. 
~y this time the battle was raging on three different 

pOIDts. Worth had marched on San Antonio that mom· 
ing. found it evacuated. and given chase to the Mexicans 
with the Fifth and SiJl:th Infantry. The causeway lead· 
ing from San Antonio to the tile de pottl of Churubusco 
was thronged with flying horse and foot; our troops 
dashed headlong after them. never halting till the a .... · 
vance corps-the Sixth-were within short range of the 
Mexican batteries. A tremendous volley from the Ilk 
IN pom in front and the convent on the flank then forced 
them to await the arrival of the rest of the division. This 
was the fire which Twiggs heard when he sent Dimmick 
against the convent. 

Worth came up almost immediately; and, directing ... 'I , 
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the Sixth to advance as best they could along the cause
way in the teeth of the teu ck 1"0"', despatched Garland 
and Clarke's brigades through the fields on the right to 
attack it in flank. E,'cry gun was instantly directed 
against the assailants; and, though the day was bright 
and clear, the clouds of smoke actually darkened the air. 
Hoffman , waving his' sword, cheered on the Sixth; but 
the shot tore and ripped up their ranks to sucb a degree 
that in a few minutes they had lost ninety·seven men. 
Tbe brigades on the right suffered as severely. One 
hundred men fell within the space of an acre. Still they 
pressed on. till the Eighth (of Clarke's brigade) reached 
the ditch. In they plunged. Lieutenant Longstreet bear· 
ing the colors in advance-scrambled out on the other 
side-dashed at the walls. without ladders or scaling 
implements-bayoneted the defenders DS they took aim. 
At last officers and men, mixed pell·mell, some througb 
the embrasures, some over the walls. rushed or leaped 
in and drove the garrison helter-skelter upon their re
serves. 

The tCk de pont gained. its guns were turned on the 
convent. whence the Mexicans wetc still slaughtering our 
gallant Second and Third. Duncan's battery, too, hither
lO in reserve, was brought up. and opened with such 
rapidity that a bystander estimated lhe intervals be
tween the reports at three seconds. Stunned by this 
novel attack. the garrison of San Pablo slackened fire. 
In an instant the 1.'hird. followed by Dimmick 's artillery, 
dashed forward With the bayonet to stann the nf'".a.rest 
bastion. With a run they carried it. t.he artillery bunt. 
ing over the curtain; but at that moment a dozen white 
Rags waved in their faces. The whole fortified position 
of Churubusco was taken. 

Meantime, however, a conRict as deadly as either of 
these was raging behind the Mexican fortifications. Soon 
after the battle commenced, Scott sent Pierce and 
Shields' brigades by the left. through the fields. to at· 
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But at this very moment a deafening roar was heard 
in the direction of the lite de pont. Round· shot and 
grape, rifle - balls and canister came crashing down the 
causeway into the Mexican ranks from thdr own battery. 
\V orth was there just in time. Down the road and over 
the ditch, through the field and hedge and swamp, in 
tumult and panic, the Mexicans fled from the bayonets 
of the Sixth and Garland's brigade. A shout. louder 
than the cannon's peal-Worth was on their heels, with 
his best men. Before Shields rcached the causeway he 
was by his side, driving the Mexican horse into their 
infantry, and Ayres was galloping up with a captured 
Mexican gun. Captain Kearny, with a few dragoons, 
rode straight into the flying host, scattered them right 
and left, sabred all he could reach, and halted before 
the gate of Mexico. Not till then did he perceive that he 
was alone with his little party, nearly all of whom were 
wounded; but, in spite of the hundreds of escopetas that 
were levelled at him, he galloped back in safety to head
quarters. 

The sun, which rose that morning on a proud army 
and a defiant metropolis, set at even on a shattered, hag
gard band and a city full of woe·strickcn wretches who 
did nothing all night but quake with terror and cry at 
every noise, .. Aqui vicne los Yanquies!" All along the 
causeway, and in the fields and swamp on either side, 
heaps of dead men and cattle, intcnningled with broken 
ammunition-carts, marked where the Am~rican shot had 
told. A gory track leading to the tete de pont, groups of 
dead in the fields on the west of Churubusco, over whose 
pale faces some stalks of tattered corn still waved, red 
blotches in the marsh next the causeway, where the rich 
blood of Carolina and New York soaked the earth, showed 
where the fire of the heavy Mexican guns and the count
less escopetas of the infantry had been most murderous. 
Scott had lost, in that day's work, over one thousand men 
in killed and wounded, seventy·nine of whom were officers. 
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tack the enemy in the rear. On the causeway, opposed 
to them. were planted Santa Anna's reserves-four 
thousand foot and three thousand horse--in a measure 
protected by a dense growth of maguey. Shields ad
vanced intrepidly with his force of sixteen hundred. The 
ground was marshy. and for a long distance- having 
vainly endeavored to outflank the enemy-his advance 
was exposed to their whole fire . Morgan, of the Fifteenth, 
fell wounded. The New York Tegiment suffered fearfully. 
and their leader I Colonel Burnett, was disabled . The 
Palmettos, of South Carolina, and the Ninth, under Ran
som, were as severely cut up; and after a while all sought 
shelter in and about a large barn ncar the causeway. 
Shields, in an agony at the failure of his movement, ('Tied 
implOringly for volunteers to follow him. The appeal 
was instantly answered by Colonel Butler, of the Pal
mettos: "Every South-Carolinian will follow you to the 
death!" The cry was contagious, and most of the New
Yorkers took it up. Forming at angles to the causeway, 
Shields led these brave men, under an incessan t hail of 
shot, against the village of Portales. where the Mexican 
reserves were posted. Not a trigger was pulled till they 
stood at a hundred and fifty yards from the enemy. 
Then the little band poured in their volley, fatally an
swered by the Mexican host. Butler, already wounded, 
was shot through the head, and died instantly. Calling 
to the Palmettos to avenge his death, Shields gives the 
word to charge. They charge-not four hundred in all
over the plain. down upon four thousand Mexicans, 
securely posted under cover. At every step their ranks 
thinned. Dickenson, who succeeded Butler in command 
of the Palmettos, seizes the colors as the bearer falls 
dead; the next moment he is down himself, mortally 
wounded, and Major Gladden snatches them from his 
hand. Adams, Moragne, and nearly half the gallant 
band are prostrate. A very few minutes more, and there 
will be no one left to bear the glorious flag. 
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The Mexican loss. according to Santa Anna, was one-third 
of his army, equal probably to ten thousand men. onc· 
fourth of whom were prisoners. the rest killed and wound· 
cd. As the sun went down the troops were recalled to 
headquarters; but all night long the battle-field swanned 
wit.h straggling parlies, seeking some lost comrade in the 
cold and rain. and surgeons hurrying from place to place 
and offering succor to the wounded. 

It would have been easy for Scott to have marched on 
the city that night, or next morning, and seized it before 
the Mexicans recovered the shock of their defeat. Anx· 
ious. however. to shorten the war, and assured that Santa 
Anna was desirous of negotiating; warned. moreover, by 
neutrals and others that the hostile occupation of the 
capital would destroy the last chance of peaceable ac· 
commodation and rouse the Mexican spirit to resistance 
all over the country, the American general consented, too 
generously perhaps, to offer an armistice to his vanquished 
foe. ]t was eagerly accepted. and negotiations were 
commenced which lasted over a fortnight. Early in 
September the treachery of the Mexicans became appar· 
ent. No progress had been made in the negotiations; 
and , in defiance of thc annistice. an American wagon, 
proceeding to the city for provisions. had been attacked 
by the mob and one man killed and others wounded. 
Scott wrote to Santa Anna, demanding an avology, and 
threatening to terminate the annistice on the 7th if it 
were not tendered. The reply was insulting in the ex
treme; Santa Anna had repauoo his losses and was 
ready for another fight. 

MOLIXO DEL REV 

On the evening of the 7th of September Worth and his 
officers were gathered in his quarters at Tacubaya. On 
a table lay a hastily sketched. map showing the position 
of the fortified works at Molino del Rey, with the Casa 
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Mata on one side and the castle of Chapultepcc on the 
other. The Molino was occupied hy the enemy; there 
was reason to believe it contained a foundry in full opera
tion. and Worth had been directed to storm it next morn
ing. Over that table bent Garland and Clarke, eager to 
repeat the glorious deeds of Augus~ 20th at the m. d. 
pent of Churubusco; Duncan and Smith. already veterans; 
Wright the leader of the forlorn·hope, joyfully thinking 
of the' morrow; Iamous Martin Scott and daunt1~s 
Graham little dreaming that a few hours would see thelt 
livid co~ses stretched upon the plain; fierce o!d Mcln· 
tosh covered with sears; Worth himself. his manly brow 
clouded and his cheek paled by sickness and anxiety. 
Each officer had his place assigned to him in the conflict; 
and they parted to seek a few hours' rest. At half·past 
two in the morning of the 8th the di"ision was astir. 
'Twas a bright, starlight night. whose silence was un· 
broken as the troops moved thoughtfully toward the 
battle-field. In front, on the right, about a mile from 
the encampment, the hewn-stone walls of the llolino del 
Rey-a range of buildings five hundred yards long and 
well adapted for defence-were distinctly visible, with 
drowsy lights twinkling through the windows. A little 
farther off. on the left. stood the black pile of the Casa 
Mata, the arsenal, creneHed for musketry and surrounded 
by a quadrangular field·work. Beyond the Casa Mata 
lay a ravine, and from this a ditch and hedge ran, pass· 
ing in front of both works, to the Tacubaya road. Far 
on the right the grim old castle of Chapultepec loomed up 
darkly against the sky. Sleep wrapped the whole Mexican 
line. and but few words were spoken in the American 
ranks as the troops took up their respective positions
Garland. with Dunn's battery and Huger's twenty·rour
pounders, on the right. against the Molino; Wright, at 
the head or the stormers, and followed by the light. divi
sion under Captain Kirby Smith, in the centre; McIntosh, 
",;t': Duncan'S battery, on the left, near the ravine, look· 
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ing toward the Casa Mata; and Cadwallader, with his 
brigade, in reserve. 

Night still overhung the east when the Mexicans were 
roused {rom their slumbers by the roar of Huger's twentY4 
{our-pounders and the crashmg of the balls through the 
roof and walls of the Molino. A shout arose within their 
lines, spreading from the ravine to the castle; lights 
flashed in every direction, bugles sounded, the clank of 
arms rang from right to left, and every man girded him4 
self for the fray. With the first ray of daylight Major 
Wright advanced with the forlom4hope down t.he slope. 
A few seconds elapsed; then a sheet of flame burst from 
the batteries, and round-shot, canister, and grape hurtled 
through the air. .. Charge!" shouted t.he leader, and 
down they went, with double-quick step, over the ditch 
and hedge and into the line, sweeping everything before 
them. The Mexicans fell {rom their guns, but soon, see
ing the smallness of the force opposed to them, and re4 

assured by the galling fire poured from thc azotcas and 
Molino on the stormers, they rallied, charged furiously, 
and drove our men back into the plain. Here eleven out 
of the fourteen officers of Wright's party and the bulk of 
his men fell killed or wounded. All of the latter who 
could not fly were bayoneted where they lay by the 
Mexicans. Captain Walker, of the Sixth, badly shot, 
was left for dead; he saw the enemy murdering every 
man who showed signs of life, but the agony of thirst 
was so insupportable that he could not resist. raising his 
canteen to his lips. A dozen balls inst.antly tore up the 
ground around him; several Mexicans rushed at him 
with the bayonet, but at that moment the light division 
under Kirby Smith came charging over the ditch into 
the Mexican Hne and diverted their attention. 

Carland, meanwhile, moved d,own rapidly on the right 
with Dunn's guns, which were drawn by hand, all the 
horses having been wounded and become unmanageable. 
These soon opened an enfilading fire on the Mexican bat-
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tcry; and, some of the gunners fiying, the light division 
charged. under a hot fire. and carned the guns for a second 
time. Their gallant leader was shot dead in the charge. 
But the enemy could afford to lose the battery. From 
the lops of the aZOLeas, from the Casa Mala, and the 
Molino. a deadly shower of balls was rained crosswise 
upon the assailants. Part of the reserve was brought 
up, and Dunn's guns and the Mexican battery were 
served upon the buildings without much effect at first. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Qraham led a party of the Eleventh 
against the latter; when within pistol-shot a terrific vol
ley assailed him, wounding him in ten places. The gal
lant soldier quietly dismounted, pointed with his sword 
to the building. cried "Charge!" and sank dead on the 
field. 

There was an equally fierce fight at the other wing, 
where Duncan and Mclntosh' had driven in the enemy's 
right toward the Casa Mata. Mclntosh started to storm 
that fort; and, in the teeth of a tremendous hail of mus
ketry, advanced to the ditch, only twenty-five yards [rom 
the work. There a ball knocked him down; it was his 
luck to be shot or bayoneted In every battle. Martin 
Scott took the commanrl, but as he ordered the men 
forward he rolled lifeless into the ditch. Major Waite, the 
next in rank, had hardly seen him fall before he 100 was 
disabled. By whole companies the men were mowed 
down by the Mexican shot; but they stood their ground. 
At length some one gave the word to fall back, and the 
remnants of the brigade obeyed. Many \\:Punded were 
left on the ground; among others Lieutenant Burnell , shot 
in the leg, whom the Mexicans murdered when his com
rades abandoned him. After the battle his body was 
found, and beside it his dog, moaning piteously and 
licking his dead master's face. 

At the head of four thousand cavalry, Alvarez now 
menaced our left. Duncan watched them come, driving 
a cloud of dust before them, till they were within close 
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range; then, opening with his wonderful rapidity, he shat
tered whole platoons at a discharge. Worth sent him 
word to be sure to keep the lancers in check. "Tell 
General Worth." was his reply, .. to make himself per
fectly easy; I can whip twenty thousand of them." 
So far as Alvarez was concerned, he kept his ..... ord. 

On the American right the fight had reached a crisis. 
Mixed confusedly together, men of all arms furiously at
tacked the Molino, firing into every aperture, climbing 
to the roof, and striving to batter in the doors and gates 
with their muskets. The garrison never slackened their 
terrible fire for an instant. At length, Major Buchanan, 
of the Fourth, succeeded in bursting open the southern 
gate, and almost at the same moment. Anderson and 
Ayres, of the artillery, forced their way into the buildings 
at the northwestem angle. Ayres leaped down alone 
into a crowd of Mexicans-he had done the same at 
Monterey- ·and fell cOvered with wounds. In our men 
rushed on both sides, stabbing, firing, and felling the 
Meucans with their muskets. From room to room and 
house to house a hand-to-hand encounter was kept up. 
HeTe a stalwart Mexican hurled down man after man as 
they advanced; there Buchanan and the Fourth levelled 
all before them. But the Mexicans never withstood the 
cold steel. One by one the defenders escaped by the 
rear toward Chapultepec, and those who remained hung 
out a white flag. Under Duncan's fire the Casa Mata 
had. been evacuated, and the enemy was everywhere in 
full retreat .• Twice he rallied and charged the Molino; 
but each time the artillery drove him back toward 
C~pultepec, and parties of the light inf~try pursued 
him down the road. Before ten in the morning the wbole 
field was won; and, having blown up the Casa Mata, 
Worth, by Scott's order, fell back to Tacubaya. 

With gloomy face and averted eye the gallant soldier 
received the thanks of his chief for the exploits of the 
morning. His heart was with the brave men he had 
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lost: near eight hundred out of less than thirty-five 
hundred, and among th('m fifty-eight officers, many of 
whom were his dearest friends. All had fallen in ad
vance of their men, with sword in hand and noble words 
on their lips. They had helped to stonn llolino del Rey, 
and to cut down near a fifth of Santa Anna's fourteen 
thousand men. Sadly the genual ret.urned to his 
quarters. 

The end was now close at hand. Reconnaissances were 
carefully made, and, the enemy's strength being gathered 
on the southern front of tht' city. General Scott deter
mined to assault ChapuilCpe<: on the wcst. By the morn
ing of the 12th the batteries were completed, and opened 
a brisk fire on the castle, without. however, doing any 
more serious damage than annoyinG" the garrison and 
killing !l few men. The fire was ke~t. up all day; and at 
night prep:lrations were made for the assault, which was 
ordered to be made next morning. 

CHAPULTEPEC 

At daybreak on the 13th the cannonade re<'ommenced, 
as well from the batteries planted against Chapultepec 
as from Steptoe's guns, which were served against the 
southern defences of the cit.y in order to divert the atten
tion of the enemy. At 8 A .... t.he firing from the former 
cease-d and the attack commenced. Quitman advanced 
along the Tacubaya road, Pillow from the Molino del Rey, 
which he had occupied on the evening before. Between 
the Molino and the castle lay first an open space, then 
a grove thickly planted with trees; in the latter Mexican 
sharpshooters had been posted, protected by an intrenc.h-

f ment on the border of the grove. Pillow sent Lieutenant
Coloneljohnstonc with a party of voltigeurs to tum this 
work by a flank movement: it was handsomely accom
plished. and. just as the voltigeurs broke through the 
redan. Pillow, with the main body, charged it in front 
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and drove back the Mexicans. The grave gained, Pillow 
pressed forward to the foot of the rock; for the Mexican 
shot from the castle batteries, crashing through the trees, 
seemed even more terrible thaD it really was, and the 
troops were becoming restless. The Mexicans had re
treated to a redoubt half-way up the hill; the voltigeurs 
sprang up from rock to rock, firing as they advanced, and 
followed by Hooker. Chase, and others, with parties of 
infantry. In a very few minutes the redoubt was gained. 
the garrison driven up the hill, and the voltigeurs, Ninth, 
and Fifteenth in hot pursuit after them. Here the firing 
from the castle was very severe. Colonel Ransom, of the 
Ninth. was killt:d, and Pillow himsel£ was wounded. 

Still the troops pressed on till the crest of the hill was 
gained. There some moments were lost, owing to the 
delay in the arrival of scaling-ladders, during which two 
of Quitman's regiments and Clarke's brigade reinforced 
the storming party. When the ladders came, numbers of 
men rushed forward with them, leaped into the ditch, and 
planted them for the assault. Lieutenant Selden was the 
first man ta mount. But the Mexicans collected all their 
energies for this last moment. A tremendous fire dashed 
the foremost of the stormers in the ditch, killing Lieuten
ants Rogers and Smith, and c1eal ing the ladders. Fresh 
men i~stantly manned them, and, after a brief struggle, 
Captam Howard, of the voltigeurs, gained a foothold on 
the parapet. McKenzie, of the forlorn-hope, followed; 
and a crowd of voltigeurs and infantry, shouting and 
cheering, pressed after him and swept down upon the 
garrison with the bayonet. Almost at the same moment 
Johnstone, of the voltigeurs, who had led a small party 
round to the gate of the castle, broke it open and effected 
an entrance in spite of a fierce fire from the southern ... 
walls. The two parties uniting, a deadly conflict ensued 
within the building. Maddened by the recollection of 
the murder of their wounded comrades at Molino del Rey, 
the stanners at first showed no quarter. On every side 
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the Mexicans were stabbed or shot down without mercy. 
Many Bung t.hemselves over the parapet and down the 
hillside, and were dashed in pieces against the rocks. 
More fought like fiends, expending their last breath in a 
malediction and expiring in the act of aiming a treach
erous blow as they lay on the ground. Streams of blood 
flowed through the doors of the college, and every room 
and passage was the theatre of some deadly struggle. 
At length the officers succeeded in putting an end to the 
carnage, and, the remaining Mexican!; having surrendered, 
the stars and stripes were hoisted over the castle of 
Chapultepec by Major Seymour. 

Meanwhile Quitman had stormel.1 the batteries on the 
causeway to the cast of the castle, after a desperate 
struggle, in which Major Twiggs, who commanded the 
stonners, was shot. dead at the head of his men. The 
Mexicans fell back toward the city. General Scott. com
ing up at this moment. ordered a simultaneous advance 
to be made on the city along the two roads leading from 
Chapultepec to the gates of San Cosme and Belen re
spectively. Worth was to command that on San Cosme, 
Quitman that on Belen. Both were prepared for defence 
by barricades, behind which the enemy were posted in 
great numbers. Fortunately (or the assailants, an aque
duct, supported on arches of solid masonry, ran along 
the centre of each causeway. By keeping under cover 
of these arches and springing rapidly from one to an
other, Smith's rifles and the South Carolina regiment 
were enabled to advance close to the first barricade on 
the Belen road and pour in a destructive fire on the 
gunners. A flank discharge from Duncan's guns com
pleted the work; the barricade was carried; and, with
out a moment's rest, Quitman advanced in the same man
ner on the garita of San Belen, which was held by General 
Torres with a strong garrison. It, too, was stormed, though 
under a fearful hail of grape and canister; and the riRes 
moved fonvard toward the citadel. But at this moment 
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Santa Anna rode furiously down to the point of attack. 
Boiling with rage at the success of the invaders. he smote 
General TOlTeS in the face, threw a host of infantry into 
the houses commanding the garita and the road, ordered 
the batteries in the citadel to open fire, planted fresh 
guns on tbe Paseo. and infused such spirit into the Mexi· 
cans that Quitman'S advance was stopped at once. A 
terrific stonn of shot, shells. and grape assailed the garita, 
where Captain DUlin had planted an eight-pounder. 
Twice the gunners were shot down, and fresh men sent to 
take their places. Then Dunn himself fell. and immedi· 
ately afterward Lieutenan t Benjamin and his first ser
geant met the same fate. The riflemen in the arches reo 
pelled saJlies, but Quitman's position was precadous till 
night tenninated the conRict. 

Worth, meanwhile, had advanced in like manner along 
the San Cosme causeway, driving the Mexicans from 
barricade to barricade till within two hundred and fifty 
yards of the garita of San Cosme. There he encountered 
u severe a fire as that which stopped Quitman. But 
Scott had ordered him to take the garita, and take it he 
would. Throwing Garland's brigade out to the right 
aad. Clarke's to the left. he ordered them to break into 
the houses. burst through the walls, and bore their way 
to the ftanks of the garita. The plan had succeeded per
fectly at Monterey ; nor djd it fail here. Slowly but surely 
the lappers passed. from house to house. until at sunset 
they reacbed the point desired. Then Worth ordered the 
attack. Lieutenant Hunt brought up a light gun at a 
gallop and fired it through the embrasure of the enemy's 
batte'C'}', almost muzzle to muzzle; the infantry at the 
same moment opened a most deadly and unexpected fire 
from the roofs of the houses. and McKenzie, at the head 
of the s~ormers, dashed at the battery and carried it 
almos.t Without loss. The Mexicans Red precipitately into 
the city. 

At one that night two parties left the citadel and 
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issued forth from the cit.y. One was the remnant of the 
Mexican arnly. which slunk silently and noiselessly 
through the northern gate, and fled to Guadalupe-Hidalgo; 
the other was a body of officers who came under a white 
flag to propose terms of capitulation. 

THE OCCGPATTOS OF THE CITY OF MEXICO 

The sun shone brightly on the morning of September 
14th. Scores of neutral flags floated from the windows 
on the Calle de Plateros. and in their shade beautiful 
women gazed curiously on the scene beneath. Gayly 
dressed groups thronged the balconies, and at the street
comers were scowling, dark· faced men. The street re
aounded with the heavy tramp of infantry, the rattle of 
gun - carriages, and the clatter of horses' hoofs. " Los 
Yanquiesl" was the cry, and every neck was stretched to 
obtain a glimpse of the six thousand bemired and be
grimed soldiers who ..... ere marching proudl)' to the Gran 
Plaza. But six months before, Winfield Scott had landed 
on the Mexican coast; since then he had stormed the two 
strongest places in the country. won four battles in the 
field against amlies double, treble, and quadruple his own, 
and marched without reverse from Vera Crut to the city 
of Mexico; losing fewer men, making fewer mistakes, and 
creating iC68 devastation, in proportion to his victories, 
than any invading general of fonner times. 

SYNOPSIS OFTHE PRINCIPAL EVENTS. CHIEFLY 
MILITARV. BETWEEN THE CONQUEST OF 

MEXICO. ,847. AND THE BOMBARD
MENT OF FORT SU~ITER. ,86, 

1848. Treaty of Guadalupe·Hidalgo between the United 
States and Mexico. Admission of Wisconsin into the 
Union. Congress passes an act for the organitation of 
Oregon Territory. Migration of the Mormons to Great 
Salt Lake. Zachary Taylor elected President. Forma-... 



DECISIVE BATTLES OF AMERICA 

tion of the Free-Soil party. Discovery of gold in Cali
fornia. 

1850. The United States and Great Britain conclude 
the ClaYLOIl-Bulwcr Treaty regarding a water route across 
Central _'\merica. On the death of Zachary Taylor, 
~fiUard Fillmore succeeds to the Presidency. New 
Mexico and Utah are organized as territories, and the 
"Clay Compromise," providing for the admission of 
California as a free state, is adopted. Slavery in the 
District o( Columbia is abolished. 

1851. Unsuccessful filibustering expedition, under Lo
pez, against Cuba. Arrival of Louis Kossuth in the 
United States. 

1852. Franklin Pierce elected President. 
1853. Organization of Washington Territory. The 

Kane Arctic expedition in search of Sir John Franklin. 
1854. Repeal of the Missouri Compromise. limiting slave 

territory in the United States, and passage of the Kansas
Nebraska bill. making slavery optional in the new terri
tories. The" Ostcnd Manifesto" recommends the pur
chase of Cuba by the United States. Passage of the 
commercial reciprocity treaty between the United States 
and Canada (abrogated in 1866). Commodore Perry 
concludes a treaty with Japan. 

1855. A Pro-Slavery legislature organizes in Kansas. A 
Free-State convention draws up the Topeka Constitution. 
William Walker, with a (oree of filibusters, invades Nicara
gua. Opening of the railway across the Isthmus or Panama. 

1856. Civil war in Kansas. James Buchanan elected 
President. 

1857. Victory of the Free-State party at the polls in 
Kansas. A Pro-Slavery convention draws up the Le
compton Constitution. Dred Scott decision. Mormon 
rebellion in Utah. Financial panic in the United States 
and Europe. 

1858. Admission of Minnesota into the Union. Kansas 
rejects the Lecompton Constitution. Senator Douglas 
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debates. Partial establishment of transatlantic tele
graphic communication. 

1859. Admission of Oregon into the Union. John 
Brown's raid into West Virginia. His capture, trial, 
and execution. Petroleum discovered in the United 
States. San Juan islands occupied by General Harney. 

1860. Abraham Lincoln elected President. Se<:ession 
of South Carolina. Kansas prohibits s!a\'ery within Its 
boundaries. Lewis Cass, Secretary of State, resigr.s be
cause President Buchanan refused to reinforce Major 
Anderson at Fort Moultrie, S. C. 

1861. Secession of Mississippi, January 9th, followed 
by Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Texas, and Louisiana. 
Admission of Kansas into the Union. Jefferson Davis 
elected preSident of the Confederate States of America 
on February 7th. Bombardment of Fort Swnter. 
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DJ.IPT TDWARD SOUTHERN NATIONALIZATION (18so-186o) 

SEVENTY - TWO years after the adoption of the 
Constitution, called into being to Conn "a more 

perfect union," and eighty-five years after the declaration 
of independence (a space completely covered by the lives 
of men still living). a new confederaC"Y of seven Southern 
states was formed, and the great political fabric, the 
exemplar and hope of every lover of freedom throughout 
the world, was apparently hopelessly rent, Of these 
seven states but two were of the original thirteen
Louisiana and Florida had been purchased by the govern
ment of the Union; a war had been fought in behalf of 
Texas; two states, Alabama and Mississippi. lay within 
original claims of Georgia, but had been ceded to the 
Union and organized as Federal territories. 

April If, 1861, found a fully organized separate gov
ernment established for these seven states with a de
termination to form a separate nation, ~ost forcibly 
expressed by the presence of an army at Charleston 
South Carolina, which next day was to open fire upo~ 
a feebly ma~ned fort, and thus to begin a terrible civil 
war. The eIght other slave states were in a turmoil of 
anxiety, leaning toward their sisters of the farther South 
through the common sympathy which came of slavery. 
but drawn also to the Union through tradition and 
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appreciation of benefits, and through a realization by a 
great number of persons that their interests in slavery 
were much less than those of the states which had al
ready seceded. 

The North, in the middle of April, was only emerging 
from a condition of stupefied amazement at ' a condition 
which scarcely any of its statesmen, and practically none 
of the men of every-day life, had thought possible, It 
was to this crisis that the country had been brought by 
the conRicting views of the two great and strongly di
vided sections of the Union respecting slavery, and by 
the national aspirations which, however little recog
nized, were working surely in each section, but upon 
divergent lines. 

The outward manifestations in the history of the 
separation of the North and the South stand out in 
strong relief: the Missouri quest.ion; the protective tariff 
and South Carolina nullification; the abolition attacks 
which wrought the South into a frenzy suicidal in char
acter through its impossible demands upon the North 
for protection; the action of the Southern statesmen in 
the question of petitions; the passage of a fugitive-slave 
law which drove the North it.sclf to nullification; the 
Kansas-Nebraska act and its outcome of civil war in the 
former territory; the recognition, in the dicta of the 
supreme court in the Dred Scott case, of the South's 
contention of its constitutional right to carry slavery 
into the territories, and the stand Laken by the North 
against any further slavery extension. To these visible 
conflicts were added the unconscious workings of the 
disruptive forces of a totally distinct social organization, 
The outward strifes were but the symptoms of a malady 
in the body politic of the Union which could have but 
one end, unless the deep, abiding cause, slavery, should be 
removed.1 

I cr. Am. Nation, XIV,·XVI- XVilI. passim. 
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The president and vice·president of the Southern Con· 
federacy, in their elaborate defences written after the 
war, have endeavored to rest the cause of the struggle 
whoJly on constitutional questions. Stephens, whose 
book, not even excepting Calhoun's utterances, is the 
ablest exposition of the Southern reading of the Con· 
stitution, says: "The struggle or conflict, ... from its 
rise to its culmination, was between those who, in what
ever state they lived, were for maintaining our Federal 
system as it was established, and those who were for a 
consolidation of power in the central head." I Jefferson 
Davis is even more explicit. "The truth remains," he 
says, "intact and incontrovertible, that the existence of 
African servitude was in no wise the cause of the con
flict, but only an incident. In the later controversies ... 
its effect in operating as a lever upon the passions, prej
udices, or sympathies of mankind was so potent that 
it has been spread like a thick cloud over the whole 
horizon of historic truth." 1 

This is but begging the question. The constitutional 
view had its weight for the South in 1860 as it had for 
New England in the J efferson-Madison period. J effer· 
son's iron domination of the national government during 
his presidency, a policy hateful to New England, com
bined with the fear of being overweighted in sectional 
influence by the western extension through the Louisiana 
purchase, led tD pronounced Lhreats of secession by men 
of New England, ardently desirous of escaping from what 
Pickering, one of its most prominent men, termed the 
Virginian supremacy.' Exactly the same arguments were 
used. mutatis ",uJandis, later by the South. 

As we all know, the movement, which never had any 
real popular support and which had its last spasm of life 
in the Hartford Convention at the close of the War of 

I Stephens, lVa,.lwtuwnI t~ Statn, II. J" 
1 Davis. Ctnlf~at. Cownt""'"". I. 80. 

, Adams. New En,land Fronaiism. 144-146. 
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1812, came to naught. Freed by the fall of Napoleon 
and the peace with England from the pressure of the 
upper and nether mill-stones which had so ground to 
pieces our commerce. a prosperity set in which drowned 
the sporadic discontent of the previous twenty years. 
The fears of the Eastern states no longer loomed so high 
and were as imaginary in fact, and had as slight a basis. 
as were, in the beginning of the era of discord. those of 
the South. Could slavery have been otherwise pre· 
served, the extreme decentralizing ideas of the South 
would have disappeared with equal ease, and Stephens' 
causa causans-" the different and directly opposite views 
as to the nature of the government of the United States, 
and where, under our system, ultimate sovereign power 
or paramount authority properly resides," would have 
had no more intensity of meaning in 1860 than to-::!ay. 

Divergence of constitutional views. like most questions 
of government, follow the lines of self·interest; Jeffer
son 's qualms gave way before the great prize of Louisiana; 
one part of the South was ready in 18p to go to war on 
account of a protective tariff; another, Louisiana, was 
at the same time demanding protection for her special 
industry. The South thus simply shared in our general 
human nature, and fought. not for a pure abstraction, as 
Davis and Stephens, led by Calhoun, would have it. hut 
for the supposed self-interest which its view of the Con
stitution protected. Its section, its society, could not 
continue to dcvelop in the Union under the Northern 
reading of the document, and the irrepressible and cer· 
tain nationalization, so different from its own tendencies, 
to which the North as a whole was steadily moving. 

Slavery drove the South into opposition to the broad, 
liberal movement of the age. The French Revolution; 
the destruction of feudalism by Napoleon; the later 
popular movements throughout Europe and South 
America; the liberalizing of Great Britain; the na
tionalistic ideas of which we have the results in the 
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German empire and the kingdom of Italy, and the strong 
nationalistic feeling developing in the northern part of 
the Union itself had but little reflex action in the South 
because of slavery and the South's consequent segrega· 
tion and tendency to a feudalistic nationalization. 

u 

Genera] Scott, with his memories of 1832. was one of 
those who appreciated the danger hanging over the 
country. and. October 29. 1860, he wrote from New York. 
where he had his headquarters. a letter of great length 
to the President, which in pompous phrases, conceding 
the right of secession, and embodying some absurd ideas. 
such as allowing" the fragments of the great republic to 
form themselves into new confederacies. probably four," 
as a smaller evil than war, gave it as his" solemn con
viction .. that there was, from his knowledge of the South
ern population. "some danger of an early act of rashness 
preliminary to secession, viz.: the seizure of some or all 
of the following posts: Forts Jackson and St. Philip on 
the Mississippi; Morgan below Mobile, all without garri
lOllS,; Pickens, McKee at .Pensacola, with an insufficient 
garnson for one; Pulaski, below Savannah, without a 
garrison; Moultrie and Sumter, Charleston harbor, the 
former with an insufficient garrison, Lhe latter without 
any; and Port Monroe, Hampton Roads with an in-
sufficient garrison." ' 

He gave it as his opinion that .. all these works should 
be immediately so garrisoned as to make any attempt to 
take anyone of them by surprise or COlIi' tk main ridicu
lous." He did not state the number of men needed but 
in. a s.~ppleme~tary paper the next day (October jotb) 
I8ld, There IS one (regular) company in Boston, one 
here <at the Narrows), one at Pittsburg, one at Baton 
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Rouge-in all, five companies only within reach." t These 
five companies, about two hundred and fifty men, were 
of course absurdly inadequate to garrison nine such posts. 
but, had there been a detennination in the President's 
mind to prevent seizures, enough men could ha\'e been 
brought together to hold the more important points. 

FOT Scott's statement as to the number available was 
grossly inaccurate, and but serves to show the parlous 
state of a war department in which the general-in-chief 
can either be so misinformed or allow himself to remain 
in ignorance of vital facts. There were but five points 
in the farther South of primal importance: the Mississippi, 
Mobile, Pensacola. Savannah. and Charleston; two hun
dred men at each would have been ample to hold the 
positions for the time being, and, being held, reinforce
ment in any degree would later have been easy. There 
was a total of 1048 officers and men at the Northern 
posts,l including Leavenworth. Mackinac. Plattsburg, 
Boston. New York, and Fort Monroe. who could have 
been drawn upon. There were already 250 men at 
Ch~rleston, Key West, Pensacola, and Baton Rouge. 
It IS safe to say that a thousand men were available. 
There were also some eight hundred marines at the navy
yards and barracks I who could have been used in such 
an emergency. The aggregate of the anny, June 30, 
1860, was 16,006, of which 14,926 were enlisted men; 
and it was in the power of the President to increase this 
total aggregate to 18,626.' Recruiting was, in fact. 
actively going on; almost every man at the posts men
tioned could, even much after the date of Scott's paper, 
have been safely withdrawn for the object mentioned and 
quickly replaced. 

I Buchanan, Admi"ist,attMt 011 Ew of R,b.lliMt. chap. v; Na
'ional lm.llign.el1'. January 18. 1861. 

I Secretaty of W&!", R,port. 1860. Snw" E.m:. DDCI .• 36 Cona; .• " 
Sess .. No. I. pp. "14. ~16. 

'Secretary of Navy. R,fX1rl, 1860, ibid, 383. 
• Secretary of War, R,f'Orl. 1860. ibid., ~09, 213. 
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Scott's inaccurate report gave Buchanan additional 
reason for the inaction which was his basic thought. 
He says, in his apolcgia, that" to have attempted to dis
tribute these five companies in the eight forts of the 
cotton states and Fortress Monroe in Virginia, would 
ha"'e been a confession of weakness .... It could have 
had no effect in preventing secession, but must have 
done much to provoke it.'" The first part of thig state
ment would have been true had these five companies 
been the only force available; the second. on the sup
position that the President meant that any attempt with 
a force reasonably large would have provoked secession. 
was a short-sighted view. To garrison the forts could 
not have been more obnoxious than to put them in a 
state of defence. At any time before the sece&Sion of a 
state they could have been garrisoned without bringing 
on actual conflict. The statesmen of the South were 
well aware that an attack upon an anned force of the 
United States, before secession, must place them irre
trievably in the wrong. South Carolina did not secede 
until December 20th. To resist the sending of troops 
before this date to any of these forts would have been 
unqualified treason, and for this no one in the South 
was prepared. The safety of Lhe secession movement, 
the extension of sympathy throughout the South. rested 
very greatly upon strict compliance with the forms of 
law and with the theories of the Constitution held by 
that section. At least one ardent secessionist, Judge 
Longstreet. recognized this when he appealed to South
Carolinians to refrain from any act of war; "let the first 
shot," he said, "come from the enemy. Bu", thai pre
cept i"to )'ONr Marts." 1 It was impossible that the 
Southern leaders should place themselves, or allow their 
people to place them, in the attitude of waging war against 
the Union while even in their own view their states still 

I Buchanan. Ad"""':''''iJI.o. OIl Ew 01 Rblliont, 104. 

f NiJlWrcal 1JlUUitn«n. January II, ,861. 
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remained within it. There was, too, still a very large 
Union sentiment in the South, though finally swept into 
the vortex by the principle oC going with the state, which 
would not have been averse to a determined action on 
the part of the President and might have upheld it, as 
in 1833. Such vigor would have given this sentiment a 
working basis, through the evidence that the Federal 
authority was to be upheld; and it would have caused 
a pause even in the least thoughtful of the secessionists 
had they felt that their coast strongholds were to be held 
and all their ports to be in the hands of the enemy. In 
the dearth of manufactures in the South, the hOlding of 
their poru was an essential to Southern military success. 
Their closure by blockade was equally an essential to 
the success of the North. The stratep:y of the sit.uation 
was of the clearest and most palpable, and with their 
coast. forts in Union hands warlike action on the part 
of the South is not conceivable. One can thus under
stand the importance of spreading the reiterated state
ments of "intense excitement" and" danger of attack" 
in the event of reinforcement; statements which, in the 
circumstances, must be regarded. if the phrase may be 
used, in the nature of a gigantic and successful "bluff." 

The military property of the United States at Charles
ton consisted of the armory. covering a few acres, where 
were stored twenty-two thousand muskets and a con
siderable number of old, heavy guns. and of three forts 
named for South-Carolinians or Union~wide fame. The 
smallest of these. Castle Pinckney. was a round, brick 
structure, in excellent. condition, on a small island directly 
east of the town and distant from the wharves but half 
a mile. It completely commanded the town. and had 
a formidable armament af four fOrll' - two - pounders. 
fourteen twenty-four-pounders, and four eight-inch sea
coast howitzers. The powder o( the arsenal was here 
stored. The only ganison was an ordnance sergeant. 
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who, with bis family, looked after the harbor light which 
was in the fort. 

Almost due east again, and three miles distant, was 
Fort Moultrie, On the south end of Sullivan's Island, a 
low sand-spit forming the north side of the harbor en· 
trance. The work had an area of one and a half acres, 
and mounted fifty-five gunS in barbette. The drifting 
sands had piled themselves even with the parapet, and 
the work was in such condition as to be indefensible 
against a land attack. The whole was but of a piece with 
the Iong-continued neglect arising from many years of 
peace and the optimistic temperament of a people who 
never believe that war can occur until it is upon them; 
it was the natural outcome of the almost entire absence 
of governmental system and forethought of the time. 
The fort was garrisoned by two companies, comprising 
sixty-four enlisted men and eight officers, of the First 
regiment of artillery; the surgeon, band, a hospital 
stew:ard, and an ordnance sergeant brought the total up 
to eighty-four. 
AI~ost south of Moultrie was Cununings Point. on 

Morns Island. fanning the southern side of the harbor 
entrao~e. Nearly midway between thi,s point and 
Moul~e. but a half-mile within the line joining them, 
and dlS~t three and a half miles from the nearest part 
of. the City, was Fort Sumter. begun in 1829. and after 
thlrty-one )ears not yet finished. Built on a shoal cov
ered at most stages of the tide. it rose directly Out of the 
wate~. with two tiers of casemates, and sunnounted by 
B: third tier of guns in barbette. In plan it was very 
hke the transverse section of the ordinary American house 
the apex ?f the two sides representing the lines of th~ 
roof~ looklOg toward MOultrie. It was intended for a 
garnson of six hundred and fifty men and an armament 
of one hundred and forty·six guns, of which seventy-eight 
were on hand. 

Ona report made in July by Captain J. G. Foster, repairs 
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on Moultrie were begun September 14th. and next day 
upon Sumter. some two hundred and fifty men being 
employed. The sand about the walls of Moultrie was 
removed, a wet ditch dug. a glacis formed. the guard. 
house pierced with loop-holes. and the four field·guns 
placed in position for flank attack. 

At the end or October, Captain Foster. roreseeingevents. 
requested the issue of anns to the workmen to protect 
property. and the Secretary of War apprvved the issue of 
forty muskets, if it should meet the concurrence of the 
commanding officer. Colonel Gardner. in reply. Novem
ber 5th. doubted the expediency. as most of the laborers 
were foreigners. indifferent to which side they took. and 
wisely advised, instead. filling up .. at once" 'he two 
companies at Moultrie with recruits and sending two 
companies from Fort Monroe to the two other forts.' 
The requisition was thus held in abeyance, and the 
muskets remained at the arsenal. When. only two days 
later. Gardner. urged by the repeated solicitations of his 
officers. directed the transfer of musket ammunition to 
Moultrie. the loading of the schooner was objected to by 
the owner of the wharf, and the military store-keeper, 
under apparently very inadequatc pressure, returned the 
stores to the arsenal. A pennit. given by the mayor of 
Charleston next day, for the removal was very properly 
declined by Gardner. on the ground that the city au
thorities could not control his actions.' 

The affair. however. cost Gardner his command. by a 
process described by the Assistant Secretary of State, 
Trescot: "I received a telegram' from Charleston. saying 
that intense excitement prevailed .... and that, if the 
removal was by orders of the Department of War. it ought 
to be revoked. othel'\\'ise collision was inevitable. Knowing 
the Cabinet were then in session. ] went over to the White 
House .... [ took Governor Floyd aside. and he was 

• IVa,. R~01'ds. Serial No. I , p . 68. 
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joined, I think, by Messrs. Cobb and Toucey, and showed 
them the telegram. Governor Floyd replied, • Telegraph 
back at once; say that you have seen me, that no such 
orders have been issued, and none such will be issued. 
under any circumstances.''' Floyd, a day or so later, 
gave Trescot "his impressions of the folly of Colonel 
Garoner's conduct, and his final determination to re
move him and supply his place with Major Robert An
derson, in whose discretion, coolness, and judgment he 
put great confidence. He also determined to send Colonel 
Ben. Huger to take charge of the arsenal, believing that 
his high reputation, his close association with many of 
the most influential people in Charleston. and the fact of 
his being a Carolinian, would satisfy the state of the 
intention of the government." I 

That Ployd himself was in an uncertain state of mind 
is shown by his willingnl!$ to begin and continue the 
work upon the forts; that his mental state did not per
mit logical action is clear from his temper and attitude 
regarding the transfer of musket ammunition November 
7th. though but the week before (October 31st) he had 
authorized the transfer of the muskets themselves. 

Major Pitz-John Porter. of the adjutant-genera1's office, 
later the able and ill-treated general. was sent to Charles
ton to inspect the conditions. His report, made Novem
ber 11th, revealed the military inefficiency almost in
separable {rom a post so neglected and ill-manned, and 
subject to the lazy peace conditions of the period. He 
said: .. The unguarded state of the fort invites attack. 
if such design exists, and much discretion and prudence 
are required on the part of the commander to restore the 
proper security without exciting a community prompt to 
misconstrue actions of authority. I think this can be 
effected by a proper commander without checking in the 
slightest the progress of the engineer in completing the 

1 Tr.scot MS .• quoted by Crawford. Fori 5 .. -.. S8, 59. 
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works of defence." Major Porter continues with a most 
significant phrase ... All could have been easily arranged 
a few weeks since. when the danger was foreseen by the 
present commander." I 

November I 5th. Anderson was ordered to the command_ 
A Kentuckian by birth, his wife a Georgian, his views in 
sympathy with, those of General Scott. he appear~ to be 
and, as results proved. was in many respects particularly 
fitted for the post; by November 23d he was able ~ 
report that in two weeks the outer defences of Moultne 
would be finished and the guns mounted , and that Sumter 
was ready for the comfortable accommodation ~r one 
company, and, indeed, for the temporary receptIon of 
its proper garrison. "This." he said, "is the ke~ to the' 
entrance to this harbor; its guns command thiS work 
(Moultrie] and could drive out its occupants. It. should 
be garrisoned at oncc .... So important do I conSIder the 
holding of Castle Pinckney by the government that I 
recommend, if the troops asked for C3.nr!:ot be scnt at 
once, that 1 be authorized to place an engineer detach
ment [of an officer and thirty workmen] ... to make the 
repairs needed there .... If my force was Dot so very 
small I would not hesitate to send a detachment at once 
to g~son that work. Fort Sumter and Castle Pinck
ney must be garrisoned immediately if the government 
detennines to keep command of this harbor." 

Anderson proceeded to give advice which sane judg
ment and every sentiment of national honor uemanded 
Arter mentioning his anxiety to avoid collision with the 
citizens of South Carolina, he said: .. Nothing, however. 
will be better calculated to prevent bloodshed than our 
being found in such an attitude that it would be mad
ness and folly to attack us. There is not so much feverish 
excitement as there was last ,,'cck, but that there is a 
settled detennination to leave the Union. and obtain 

1 WQT RKonls, Serial No. I. p. 70. 
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possession of t.his work. is apparent. to all ... _ The clouds 
are threatening. and the st.onn may break upon us at 
any moment.. I do, then. most earnestly entreat that a 
remforcement be immedi~tely sent to this garrison, and 
that at least two companIes he sent at t.he same time to 
Fort Sumter and Castle Pinckney." Anderson also 
sta~ his belief that as soon as t.he people of South 
Carolina learned that. he had demanded reinforcements 
they would occupy Pinckney and at.tack Moult.rie· and 
~herefore it was vitally important to embark t.he ;roops 
In war steamers and designat.e them for other duty as a 
blind.' Captain Foster, November 24th, reported the 
whole of the barhette tier of Sumter ready for its anna. 
men~ and as presenting an excellent appearance of prep. 
aratlon and st.rength equal to sevent.y per cent. of its 
efficiency when finished! He said, November Jot.h "I 
think more troops. should ha ve ~ sent here to ~rd 
the forts, and I beheve that no &enoUl demonstration on 
the part of the populace would have met such a course." I 

The work on the forts was, of course, well known t.o 
the people of Charleston. and that at Moultrie at least 
s~bject to daily inspection by many visitors. There w~ 
stili no restriction "upon any intercourse with Charles
ton,. many of whose citizens were temporary residents of 
~ullivan" Island. The acth'ity about the fon drew to 
It a larg~ number of visitors daily, and the posit.ion of 
the gamson and the probable action of the stat.e in 
regard to the forts were constant subjects of discussion. 
There ~as ~ yet no unfriendly feeling manifested, and 
t~e ~l mtercourse between the garrison and their 
fnends 10 Charleston was uninterrupted. But as the 
days went on the feeling asswned a more definite shape 
and found expression in many ways .... It was openly 
announced. both to the commanding officer and to hi, 
officers, t.hat as soon as the state seceded a demand for 

I War Records. Serial No. '. pp. 7 •• 75. 
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the delivery of the forts would be made. and. if resisted. 
they would be taken .... Meantime. all of the able-bodied 
men in Charleston were enrolled. military companies 
were fonned everywhere. and drilling went on by night. 
and day. and with the impression among them that they 
were to attack Fort Moultrie.'" November 28th and 
December 1St, Anderson again pressed for troops or for 
ships of war in the harbor;' but. his last request was an
ticipated in a letter of the same date. when he was in
fonned by the War Department. "from infonnation 
thought to be reliable, that an attack will not. be made 
on your command. and t.he Secretary has only to refer 
to his eon venation wit.h you and to caut.ion you t.hat.should 
his convictions unhappily prOve untrue, your act.ions 
must be such as to be free from the charge of initiating a 
collision. If attacked. you are of course expected to 
defend the t.rust committed to you to the best of your 
ability." • 

A demand being made by the adjutant of a South 
Carolina regiment on t.he engineer officer at Moultrie for 
a list. of his workmen. "as it was desired to enroll t.he men 
upon them for military duty." I Anderson asked for in
struct.ions. The War Department. replied, December 14t.h, 
"If the state authorit.ies demand any of Captain Foster', 
workmen on the ground of their being enrolled into the 
service of the state, ... you ",;11. after fully sat.isfying 
yourself that the men are subject. to enrolment. and have 
been properly enrolled •... cause them to be delivered up 
or suffer t.hem to depart." Banality could go no further, 
and Anderson. December 18th. infonned the department 
that. as he understood it ... the Sout.h Carolina authorities 
sought to enroll as a part. of their anny intended t.o act 
against the forces of the United States men who are 
employed by and in the pay of that government. and 

I Crawford, FfIrl Sw"",", 6 ... 
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could not, as I conceived, be enrolled by South Carolina 
. under the laws of the United States and of the state of 
South Carolina.'" No answer was vouchsafed to this. 
and the request was not complied with. 

Anderson's repeated statements of the necessity of the 
occupancy of Sumter, \\;thout which his own position 
was untenable, led to the despatch of Major Buell, a Ken
tuckian. and later a major-general of United States 
volunteers. with verbal instructions. which, however. on 
Buell's own motion, and with the thought that Anderson 
should have written e\·idence, were reduced, December 
11th, to writing. This memorandum is of such impor
tance that it must be given in full. 

"You are aware of the great anxiety of the Secretary 
of War that a collision of the troops with the people of 
this state shall be avoided, and of his studied determina
tion to pursue a course v.;th reference to the military 
force and {arts in this harbor which shall guard against 
such a collision. He has therefore carefully abstained 
from increasing the force at this point, or taking any 
measures which might add to the present excited state 
of the public mind, or which would throw any doubt on 
the confidence he feels that South Carolina will not 
attempt. by violence, to obtain possession of the public 
works or interfere with their occupancy. But as the 
counsel. and acts of rash and impulsive persons may 
possibly disappoint those expectations of the govern
ment, he deems it proper that you should be prepared 
with instructions to meet so unhappy a contingency. 
He has therefore directed me verbally to give you such 
instructions. You are carefully to avoid every act which 
would needlessly tend to provoke aggression; and for 
that reason you are not without evident and imminent 
necessity to take up any position which could be con
strued in the assumption of a hostile attitude. But 
you are to hold possession of the forts in the harbor 
and if attacked you are to defend yourself to the last 
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extremity. The smallness of your force will not permit 
you. perhaps. to occupy more than one of the three forts . 
but.an attack on, or attempt to take possession of, any 
one of them will be regarded as an act of hostility, and 
you may then put your command into either of them 
whieh you may deem most proper to increase its power 
of resistance. Yau are aJso authorized to take similar 
steps whenever you have tangible evidence of a design 
to proceed to a hostile act.." L 

These instructions did not come to the President'. 
knowledge until December 21st, though a despatcb from 
Washington, December 13th. published in the Charleston 
Courin, announced Major Buell's visit; when made 
known to the President. he directed them to be modified, 
ordering that if .. attacked by a force &0 superior that re· 
sistance would, in your judgment, be a useless waste of 
life, it will be your duty to yield to necessity and make 
the best terms in your power.'· J 

December 3d, Anderson placed Lieutenant Jefferson C. 
Davis with thirty men in Castle Pinckney, and began 
work there. Action upon a request for anns for the 
workmen at Sumter and Pinckney was deferred by t.he 
War Department "for the present," but Captain Foster 
going to the arsenal, December 17th, for two gins for 
hoisting, .. to the transmission of which there was no 
objection," arranged with the store-keeper t.hat the old 
order of the Ordnance Department of November 1St, for 
forty muskets, should be complied with, which was done. 
.. Intense excitement" as usual was reported the next 
day to have occurred; there was the reiteration of great 
danger of "violent demonstration" from a military official 
of the state who called upon Foster. and who stated that 
Colonel Huger had informed the governor that no arms 
should be removed. Foster declined to return the anus. 
stating that he knew nothing of Huger's pledge, but was 

I WCP' R«ords, Serial No. I, p. 89· 
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willing to refer the matter to Washington. Trescot was 
informed by telegraph that" not a moment's time ~hould 
be lost." The Secretary of War was aroused. In the 
depths of the night, and the result was a telcg;aphlc o~~~ 
from Floyd himself to "return [the arms] IRstantly .. 
The go--between Assistant Secretary ~f State, so bu.slly 
engaged with affairs not his own, received from the aide· 
de-camp of Governor Pickens the telegram: "T~e Gov· 
ernor says he is glad of your despatch, for otherwtse there 
would have been imminent danger. Earnestly urge that 
there be no transfer of troopS (rom Fort Moultrie to Fort 
Sumter and inform Secretary of War." 1 Captain Foster, 
explaining to the War Department, Dece~ber 20, 1860. 
says. "when in town to see General Schruerle and allay 
any excitement relative to the muskets, I found to my 
surprise that there WIlS no excitement except with a 
very few who had been active in the matter, and the 
majority of 'the gentlemen whom I met had not even 
heard of it." J 

Pickens, the new governor of South Carolina, Decem· 
ber 17th, the day after his inauguration , and before the 
state had passed the ordinance of secession. made a de· 
mand on the President for the delivery of Fort Sumter. 
The letter, drawn in the most offensive terms. and marked 
"strictly confidential," urged that all work be stopped 
and that no more troops be ordered. It continued: "It 
is not improbable that. under orders from the cornman· 
dant, or, perhaps, from the commander·in...chief of the 
anny. the alteration and defences of the posts are pro· 
greasing without the knowledge of yourself or the Secre· 
tary of War. The arsenal in the city of Charleston, with 
the public arms, I am informed, was turned over very 
properly to the keeping and defence of the slate force at 

1 Wa,. R«ords. &mal No. I, pp. 96 100; Crawford, Fcm S_ 
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the urgent request of the Governor of South Carolina. 
I would most respectfully, and from a sincere devotion 
to the public peace, request that you would allow me to 
send a small force, not exceeding twenty·five men and 
an officer, to take possession of Fort Sumter immediately, 
in order to give a feeling' of safety to the community." I 

The ever·ready Trescot arranged an interview Decem· 
ber 20th with the P resident for the delivery of the letter. 
The President stated that he would give an answer the 
next day. In the mean time Trescot, seeing the diffi· 
culties to which it led. consulted both Senators Davis 
and Slidell, who thought the demand" could do nothing 
but mischief"; and on consultation with two of the 
South Carolina delegation in Washington, Governor 
Pickens was advised by telegraph to withdraw the 
letter, which was done. Trescot's letter to Governor 
Pickens, returning that of the latter, after mentioning 
all that had been done by the executive to refrain from 
injuring the sensibilities of South Carolina, said: The 
President's "course had been violently denounced by 
the Northern press, and an effort was being made to 
institute a Congressional investigation. At that moment 
he could not have gone to the extent of action you de· 
sired, and I felt confident that, if forced to answer your 
letter then. he would have taken such ground as would 
have prevented his even approaching it hereafter; ... 
you had all the advantage of knowing the truth. without 
the disadvantage of having it put on record.. . I was 
also perfectly satisfied that the status of the garrison 
would not be disturbed .... I have had this morning an 
interview with Governor Floyd , the Secretary of War; ... 
while r cannot even here venture into details, which are 
too confidential to be risked in any way, I am prepared to 
say ... that nothing will be done which will either do 
you injury or properly create alarm." I 

• Crawford. Fort Sumler, 81 - 83. 
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The President's painful weakness is but too clear in 
the fact that he had not only given his confidence so 
largely to such a man, whose position and attitude he 
knew, but saw nothing derogatory in such a letter as 
that of Governor Pickens, and could draft a reply 
(December 20th) in which, while stating that no au
thority had been given to Governor Gist to guard the 
Charleston arsenal, he said: ,,' deepl)' regret to observe 
that you seem entirely to have misapprehended my 
position, which I supposed had been clearly stated in 
my message. I have incurred, and shall incur, any 
reasonable risk ... to prevent a collision .... Hence I 
have declined for the present to reinforce these forts, 
relying upon the honor of the South-Carolinians that they 
"ill not be assaulted whilst they remain in their present 
condition; but that commissioners will be sent by the 
convention 10 'real wiJh Cottgress on the subject." I 

December 18th the President sent Caleb Cushing with 
a letter to Governor Pickens, with the idea of inducing 
the authorities and people of South Carolina to await the 
action of Congress and the development of opinion in the 
North as to the recommendation of his messnge. Gov
ernor Pickens told Cushing, December ao.tl, the day of 
the passage of the ordinance of secession, that he would 
make no reply to the letter, and stated .. very candidly 
that there was no hope for the Union. and that, as far as 
~e was concerned, he intended to maintain the separate 
Independence of South Carolina." f 

'" 
TN •• OBT IUJMTBR tRISIS (DEC, 2, 1860-JAN 8,1861) 

The question of the U niled States forts was now upper
most, and upon the action regarding them hung war or 
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peace. Three commissioners-Robert W. Barnwell, 
James H. A~ams, and James L. Orr- were appointed by 
South Carohna to lay the ordinance of secession before 
the President and Congress, and were empowered as 
agents of the state to treat for the delivcry of the forts 
and other real estate, for the apportionment of the 
public debt, and for a division of all the property of the 
U niled States.' 

In apprehension of the occupation of Sumter by An
derson, a patrol by two small steamers, the N illQ and 
General CliltCh, was established, with orders to prevent 
such action at aU hazards and seize Fort Sumter if it 
shOUld be attempted. A Lieutenant·Colonel Green was 
sent to ~ort Monroe to observe any movements; and 
one Noms. at Norfolk, was employed to give infonnation 
of any action at the Norfolk navy-yard. A committee of 
~rominent men was scnt to Fort Sumter, who thoroughly 
IOspected the works and reported upon them. 
Meant~e, Major Anderson had been preparing, with 

great caution and foresight, to move his command. POl' 
some ten days the officers had been apprised that it was 
advisable to scnd the families of the men to the unoccu
pied barracks 00 James' Island, known as Port Johnson 
a mile and a quarter west of Sumter. The work of 
mounting guns at Sumter had been discontinued for 
three days, and the elevating· screws and pintlc - bolts 
sent to Moultrie so that the guns should not be used if 
the South-Carolinians should anticipate his action, and 
also to give the impression that ~upancy of the fort 
was not designed. All stores and provisions at Fort 
!40uJtrie which could be carried. and personal belong
lOgS, except what the men could carry in their knap
sacks, were loaded as Cor Fort 10hnson in the two small 
sailing-vessels which were to carry the women and children. 

Christmas Day had been fixed for the transCer, but 

I War R#ccnls, Serial So. I, p. III. 
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heavy rains prevented. The delay might have had 
other consequences, for, curiously enough, on the m~rn
ing of December 26th, Colonel R. B. Rh~tt. Jr .• waIted 
upon the governor, with a. private warning letter front 
Washington to the effect that Anderson was about to 

" ' seize Sumter. and urged the governor to secure 1 • 

All was made ready on December 26th. and the quarter
master who was to have charge of the little flotilla, loaded 
with" everyt.hing in the household line f"?m ~xes an~ 
barrels of provisions to cages of canary-birds. was. dI
rected to go to Fort Johnson, but not to land anythmg. 
Upon a signal of two guns from Moultrie he was to go to 
Sumter on the plea that he had to report to Anderson 
that he could not find accommodations. Five pulling
boat.s in customary use were available lor the transpor~~ 
tion of the men. Only one officer had been thus far tn~ 
formed and the men had no suspicion where they were 
to go ~hcn they fcll in at rctreat roll~eal1 with packed 
knapsacks and filled cartridge-boxes, carried at parade 
under a general standing order. So little was the move~ 
ment suspected that Captain Doubleday, second in eom~ 
mand came at sunset to Anderson in the midst of the 
office;s to invite the major to tea. He was then in~ 
formed of Anderson's intentions, and was directed to 
have his company in readiness in twenty minutes, an 
order met by an "eager obedience." Part of this time 
was taken in arranging for the safety of Mrs. Doubleday 
in the village outside of the fort, whither the families of 
the other officers were also sent. The men were ready 
promptly. and the first detachment of twenty. led by 
Anderson himself, marched over the quarter of a mile of 
sand to the landing~place with the good~fortune of en
countering no onc. 

Anderson went in the leading boat. Lieutenant 
Meade, the engineer in charge of the works at Castle 
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Pinckney, had charge of the second, and Captain Double
day of the third. When half-way across, Doubleday's 
boat came unexpectedly in the path of one of the patrol 
boats, the General Cli,uh, which was towing a schooner 
to sea. The men wc.re ordered to take off their coats 
and cover their muskets. The steamer stopped, but in 
the twilight, and with the resemblance of the boat and 
its load of men to the usual parties of workmen, sus
picion was not aroused, and the steamer resumed ber 
way without questioning. She had been anxiously 
watched from Moultrie, and bad she interfered would 
have been fired upon by a thirty-two-pounder, two of 
which had been loaded with that intent. Captain Foster, 
with Assistant Surgeon Crawford, a. Mr. Moall, four non~ 
commissioned officers, and seven privates, had been left 
at Moultrie to spike the guns, burn the gun-earriages, nnd 
hew down the Hag-staff. I 

On reaching Sumter, the workmen, some hundred and 
fifty, swarmed to the wharf, some feebly cheering, many 
angrily demanding the reason for the presence of the 
soldiers; many of the workmen wore the secession cock
ade; the malecontents (a number of whom shortly re
turned to Charleston) quickly gave way before the bay· 
onets of Doubleday's men, who at once occupied the 
main entrance and guard-room; sentries were posted 
and the fort; was under military control. Boats were 
now scnt back for Captain Seymour's company, which 
arrived without interference, and the whole force, except 
the few detailed to remain at Moultrie, was in Sumter 
before eight o'clock, at which hour Anderson wrote the 
Adjutant-General, reporting that he had "just completed, 
by the blessing of God, the removal to this fort of all 
my garrison . . .. The step which I have taken was, ,in 
my opinion, necessary to preve~",~'" 
On the firing of the signal·guns . ·e,'tie~tenant 
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Hall left the west side of the bay with the two lighters 
carrying the men's families and stores, and reached 
Sumter under sail. 

With the help of the engineer's workmen at Moultrie, 
the boats were loaded during the night with part of the 
impedimenta of every sort which had to be left in the 
first crossing, and reached Sumter in the early dawn. 
The following day, December 37th, was passed like the 
preceding night, in transferring ammunition and o~her 
stores to Sumter; but a month and a half's supply of 
provisions. some fuel, and personal effects had to be left. 
All the guns at Moultrie were spiked, and the carriages 
of those bearing on Sumter burned, the smoke from these 
bearing to Charleston the first indication of what had 
happened. At fifteen minutes before noon the com· 
mand and one hundred and fifty workmen were formed 
in a square near the flag-staff of Sumter; the chaplain 
offered a prayer expressing gratitude for their safe arrival, 
and prayed that the flag might never be dishonored, but 
soon float again over the whole country, a peaceful and 
prosperous nation. "When the prayer was finished. 
Major Anderson, who had been kneeling. arose, the bat· 
talion presented arms, the band played the national air, 
and the flag went to the head of the Bag·staff, amid the 
loud and earnest huzzas of the command." I 

Intense excitement in Charleston was the natural out· 
come of Anderson's action. and the morning of the 31th 
the governor sent his aide-<te..camp, Colonel Pettigrew, 
accompanied by Major Capers, with a peremptory de
mand that Anderson should return with his garrison to 
Moultrie. to which Anderson replied ... Make my compli· 
ments to the governor and say to him that J decline to 
accede to his request; 1 cannot and will not go back." 
The governor's messenger mentioned that when Gover
nor Pickens Carne into office he found an Wlderstanding 
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between his PTedecessoT (Gist) and the President. by 
which the status in the harboT was to Temain unchanged. 
AndeTSOn stated "that he knew nothing of it; that he 
could get no infonnation OT positive oTders fTOm Wash
ington; ... that he had reason to believe that [the state 
tTOOpS] meant to land and attack him from the north; 
that the desire of the governor to have the matter settled 
peaceably and without bloodshed was pTecisely his own 
object in transferring his command;. . that he did it 
upon his own responsibility alone," as safety required it, 
"and as he had the right t.o do." He added that, "In 
this controversy between the North and the South. my 
sympathies are entirely with the South," but that a 
sense of duty to his trust was first.1 The immediate re
sult was the occupancy by the state forces. December 
27th , of Pinckney and Moultrie; the seizure. December 
30th. of the unoccupioo barraf'ks known as Fort Johnson, 
and of the arsenal, with its ordnance and ordnance stores, 
valued at four hundred thousand dollars. 

The news of Anderson's dramatic. bold, and self-reliant 
act. one for which the country owes a debt to the memory 
of this upright and excellent commander. brought con
sternation to the President and SecretaTy of War. who 
learned it thTough the indefatigable Trescot, who had, 
on the 26th, arranged for the three commissioners of 
South Carolina an interview with the President for De
cember 27th. at one o'clock. The news of the morning 
brought a complete change of circumstances. A tele
gram to Wigfall was brought by him to the commissioners 
and to the Secretary of War, who at once went to the 
commissioners. Trescot was present, and could not be
lieve in an "act not only without orders but in the face 
of orders." Floyd at once telegraphed. asking an ex
planation of the report. "It is not believed. because 
there is no order for any such movement." A telegram 

. , 'Crawfom.Fon. S","Ulr. 110, III . 
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in reply £rom Anderson assured. him of the truth, and a 
written report gave as reasons that "many things con
vinced me that the authorities of the state designed. to 
proceed to a hostile act. Under this impression [ could 
not hesitate that it was my solemn dut.y to move my 
command from a fort which we could not have held 
probably longer than forty-eight or sixty bours to this 
one where my power of resistance is increased to a very 
great degree." I 

[In January a futile attempt to relieve Fort Sumter was 
made by sending from New York two hundred troops in 
an unarmed steamer, Tlut SJar of 1M West. which was 
fi~ upon by the secessionists in Fort Moultrie, and, 
receiving no support from Fort Sumter, returned to 
New York.] 

l IV 

Lamon's I officiousness resulted in giving both to 
Anderson and to the Confederate authorities an im
preuion that Sumter would surely be evacuated; hence 
Beauregard., March 26th, wrote to Anderson offering 
facilities for removal, but asking his word. of honor that 
the fort would be left without any preparation for its 
destruction or injury. This demand deeply wounded 
Anderson, and he resented it in a letter of the same date, 
saying, .. If [ can only be pennitted to leave on the pledge 
you mention, 1 shan never, 110 help me God, leave this 
fort alive." I Beauregard. hastened to state that he had 
ooly alluded to the "pledge" on account of the "high 
source" from which the rumors appeared to come, and 

I W ... R«ords, Serial No. I. p. J. 
I Ward H. Lamon. a former law panner of President LiDoobl. 

wbo visited Charlea.oD at lb .. time and uaumed to be a rep ..... 
.ntative of the Pre.ideDt.--{EditoJ',) 
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made a full amend. which re·established their usual 
relations. 

Anderson had informed Fox that, by placing the com· 
mand on a short allowance. he could make the provisions 
last until alter April roth; but not receiving instructions 
from the War Department. that it was desirable to do so, 
it had not been done. 1 He had already reported, March 
31st. that his last barrel of !lour had been issued two 
days before.' 

Anderson's little command, as he explained to Wash· 
ington April 1St. would now face starvation should the 
daily supply of fresh meat and vegetables, still allowed 
from Charleston, be cut off. Being in daily expectation, 
since the return of Colonel Lamon to Washington, of re
ceiving orden to vacate the post, he had, to the great 
disadvantage of the food supply, kept the engineer la
boren as long as he could. He now asked pennission to 
send them from Sumter; but the request. referred to 
Montgomery April 2d by Beauregard, was refused. unless 
aU the garrison should go.' 

April 1St an ice-laden schooner bound for Savannah 
entered Charleston harbor by mistake, and was fired 
upon by a Morris Island battery. Again the Sumter 
batteries were manned. and a consultation held. at which 
five of the eight officers declared in favor of opening fire. 
but no action was taken by Anderson beyond sending an 
officer to the offending battery, from which word wa.'1 
retumed by its commanding officer that he was simply 
carrying out his orders to fire upon any vessel carrying 
the United States colors which attempted to enter. 

On April 4th Anderson assembled his officers, and for 
the first time made known to them the orders of January 
lOth and February 23d, directing him to act strictly on 
the defensive. As Lieutenant Talbot had just been pro
moted captain and ordered to Washington. Anderson 

lifo,. R«onh, Serio.I No. I.p. 2JO. 
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detennined to send by him his despatches. In order to 
arrange for his departure. Talbot. April 4th. accompanied 
Lieutenant Snyder. under a white flag. to call the atten· 
tion of the governor to the fact that the schooner fired 
upon had not been warned by one of their own vessels. 
as had been arranged. It developed that the guard· 
vessel on duty had come in on account of heavy weather. 
and the commanding officer was consequently dismissed. 
The request to allow Talbot to proceed brought out the 
fact that orders had been received from Montgomery not 
to allow any portion of the garrison to leave the fort 
unless all should go I- which. however. Beauregard can· 
strued. for the benefit of Talbot. to apply more particularly 
to laborers and enlisted men l -and also that the follow· 
ing telegram from Commissioner Crawford had reached 
Charleston April 1st: .. I am authorized to say that this 
government will not undertake to supply Sumter with· 
out notice to you. My opinion is that the President has 
not the courage to execute the order agreed upon in 
Cabinet for the evacuation of the fort. but that he intends 
to shift the responsibility upon Major Anderson by suffer
ing him to be starved out. Would it not be well to aid 
in this by cutting off all supplies?" I Beauregard had, 
the same day, sent the message to the Confederate Secre
tary of War. with the remark ... Batteries here ready 
to open Wednesday or Thursday. What instructions?" 

The knowledge of these telegrams called from Ander
son, April 5th, a pathetic despatch to the War Depart· 
ment: "I cannot but think Mr. Crawford has misunder
stood what he has heard in Washington. as I cannot think 
the government could abandon. without instructions and 
without advice, a command whieh has tried to do all 
its duty to our country." He ended a fervent appeal 
for this act of justice with, .. Unless we receive supplies 

I War RU01'ds, Serial No. I, p. 285. 
I Crawford, Fori Suml8r, 377 . 
• War Records, Serial ~o. I. p. 28~. 
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I shall be compelled to Slay here without food or to 
abandon this post very early nex.t week." I .. At th' 
t " Do • lm,e: . says ubleday," the seeming indifference of the 
pohtlCUUlS to our fate made us feel like orphan children 
of the RepublIc, deserted by both the State and Federal 
administration." , 

Two days later Anderson received a Jetter of April 4th 
from ,the Secretary of War, informing him of the govern
ment s purpose to send the Fox expedition, and hoping 
that he would be able to sustain himself until the 11th 
or 12th,' The ~e day he was intonned by the Con
federate authonbes that the supply of provisions had 
been stopped, and tate that evening that no mails coming 
or going would be allowed to pass. The fort was to be 
"completely isolated," This action was undoubtedly 
taken, at this moment in consequence of a telegram from 
Washmgton sent Magrath April 6th, as follows: "Posi
tiv~J1 de~rmined Dot to withdraw Anderson. Supplies 
go ~ed~tely, ~pported by naval force under String4 
bam If theu landIng be resisted." This telegram signed 
.. A Friend," was. as later became known. from J~es E. 
Harvey, who was about to go as United States minister 
to Portugal. It was sent to Montgomery, and had its 
full effect.' 

Just before the ~ption of the information regarding 
the stoppace of matls. Andenon had posted his acknowl4 
edcment of the War Department's letter of the 4th and 
• report by Foster to the chief4engineer of the army; 
both letters were opened by the Confederate authorities 
and gave full confirmation of the accuracy of the tele: 
gram ~ .. A Friend." Anderson said that .. the reo 
sumptlO? of work yesterda~ (Sunday) at various points 
on Morns bland, and the V1gOrOUS prosecution of it this 

I WQf' R«tIr'U. Serial No. I. p. 241. 
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morning, ... shows that they have either received some 
news from Washington which has put them on the qui 
vi11ll. or that they have reccived orders from Montgomery 
to commence operations here. I fcar" that Fox's attempt 
.. cannot fail to be disastrous to all concerned .... We 
have not oil enough to keep a light in lanterns for one 
night. The boats will have therefore to rely at night 
entirely upon other marks. 1 ought to have been in· 
formed that this expedition was to comc. Colonel La4 
mon's remark convinced me that the idea merely hinted 
at to me by Captain Fox would not be carried out. We 
shall strive to do our duty, though 1 frankly say that 
my heart is not in the war which I sec is to be thus 
commenced." I 

As shown by despatches which Anderson had no 
means of sending. and carried north, eight guard·boats 
and signal·vessels were on duty out far beyond the bar; 
a fourth gun had been added to the new battery on Sulli· 
van's Island, which had until the 8th been masked by 
a house now torn down, and which bore directly upon 
any boat attempting to land stores on the left bank. 
There was bread enough to last, using half·rations. until 
dinner-time Friday (12th). Ander.eon reported the com
mand in fine spirits. It was evident tha.t a hostile force 
was expected. The iron--clad Roating battery appeared 
the morning of the II th at the west end of Sullivan's 
Island. Anderson. in ignorance that his own intercepted 
Jetter and Harvey's telegram had given them all they 
needed to Imow. said: .. Had they been in possession of 
the information contained in your letter of the 4th in· 
stant they could not. have made bette arrangements 
than these they have made and ate making to thwart 
the contemplated scheme." 1 

Chew. who. as mentioned, had been selected as the 
messenger to carry to Charleston the notice of the Presi· 

• lVar R«orrls. Serial No. I. p. 111)4 . 
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dent's intention to attempt to provision Sumler left 
Washington Saturday, April 6th, at 6 P.Y., in 'com~ 
pany with Captain Talbot, and reached Charleston forty~ 
eight hOUTS later; finding no action taken against Sumter, 
he delivered a copy of his memorandum to the governor, 
who called General Beauregard into the consultation. 
Captain Talbot's request to join the garrison at Sumter 
was referred to Beauregard, and peremptorily refused, 
Beauregard remarking that the instructions from Mont~ 
gomery required that no communication whatever should 
be permitted with Anderson except to convey an order for 
the evacuation of the fort.1 The return of the envoys 
to Washington was much delayed by disarrangement of 
trains by order of Beauregard, who also held all tele
grams from Chew to Lincoln.1 

Sumter now mounted fifty-nine guns, twenty-seven 
of the heaviest of which were in barbette (the upper 
and open lier). In the lowest tier there were also twenty
seven, four of which were forly~two-poundeTS and the re
mainder trurty.two's. The ports of the second (or middle 
tier), eight feet square, were closed by a three~foot brick 
wall. laid in cement and backed in twenty~scven of the 
more exposed by two feet of sand kept in place by planks 
or barftla. On the parade were one lo~inch and four g-inch 
guns, mounted as howitzers, the fanner to throw shells 
in,? Charleston, the lat~ into the batteries on Cummings 
Pomt. The guns bearing upon the three batteries on 
the west end of Sullivan's Island were ten tltirty-two
pounden: on Fort Moultrie, two forty~three~pounders. 
Five guns bore upon the mortar battery at Fort Johnson. 
Seven ~undred cartridges had been made up, material of 
every kmd, even the woollen shirts of the men, being used.1 

Bearing upon Port Sumtertbere were on Sullivan's Island 
threeS-inch. two tbirty-two-pounders, and six twenty-four-

I Talbot.'s report. in War R«ords, Serial No. r. p. -51 . 
• Roman, BftJ"upd. I. JJ. 
I Well' R«orrh, Serial No. I. pp. 12-35, "3-216. 
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pounders in Fort Moultrie; two thirly-two-poundeTS and 
two twenty~rour-poundeTS in the new enfilade battery; one 
9~inch, lwofony-two-poundeTS, and twothirty~two-pound
ers at the Point and aboard the flodting battery, and six 
lo~inch mortars ;on Morris Island, t\\-'O forty-two~poundeTS, 
one twelve-pounder Blakely rifle, three g~inch guns, and 
seven lo-inch mortars; at Fort Johnson. one twenty-foUT~ 
pounder and four lo-inch mortars: a.t Mount Pleasant. one 
Io-Inch mortar: a total of twenty~scven guns and eighteen 
mortars.' The latter were particularly to be feared, as 
mortar fire under the conditions of a fixed target and per
fectly established distances is extremely accurate. The in
terior of the fort was thus as vulnerable as the exterior. 

Governor Pickens at once sent to Montgomery a tele
gram reporting the visit of the President's messenger. 
A lengthy discussion ensued in the Confederate Cabinet. 
Toombs, t.he Secretary of State, said: "The firing upon 
that fort will inaugura.te a civil war greater lhan any the 
world bas yet seen; and I do not feet competent to ad
vise you." I In the state of Southern feeling, however, 
the only thing possible was for Secretary Walker to order 
Beauregard. April loth, "If you have no doubt of the 
authorized character of the agent who communicated to 
you the intention of the Washington government to 
supply Sumter by force, you will at once demand its 
evacuation. and if this is refused proceed, in such manner 
as you may determine, to reduce it." I Beauregard an~ 
swered the same day, "The demand will be made to~mor
row at twelve o'clock." To this came reply from Mont
gomery, "Unless there are special reasons connected with 
your own condition, it is considered proper that you 
should make the demand at an earlier date." Beaure~ 
gard replied (aU these of the same date, the loth), "The 

• Wa,. Rf1CmdS, Serial No. I, pp. ~S-58. 
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reasons are special for twelve o'clock." 1 These impera
tive .. reasons" proved to be shortness of powder, then on 
its way, and which arrived from Augusta, Georgia, that 
evening! and the placing of a new rifled twelve-pounder. 

Shortly after noon, April 11th, a boat bearing a white 
flag and three officers, the senior being Colonel James 
Chesnut. recently a United States senator. pushed off 
from a Charleston wharf and arrived at Sumter at hal!
past three. The officers being conducted to Anderson. 
a demand for the evacuation of the work was delivered. 
The officers of tbe fort were summoned, and after an 
hour's discussion it was determined, without dissent, to 
refuse the demand, and a WTitten refusa1 was sent, in 
which Anderson regretted that his sense of honor and 
his obligations to his government prevented his com
pliance.' Anderson accompanied the messengers as far 
.. the main gate, where he asked, .. Will General Beaure
gard open his batteries without further notice to mel" 
Colonel Chesnut replied, .. I think not," adding ... No. I 
can say to you that he will not, without giving you 
further notice." On this Anderson unwisely remarked 
that he would be starved out anyway in a few days if 
Beauregard did not batter him to pieces with his guns. 
Chesnut asked if he might report this to Bea.uregard. 
Anderson declined to give it such character, but said it 
was the fact.-

This infonnation, telegrapbed to Montgomery, elicited 
the reply: t. 00 not desire needlessly to bombard Port 
Sumter. If Major Anderson will state the time at which. 
as indicated by him. he will evacuate, and agree that in 
the mean time he will not use his guns against us unless 
oun should be employed against Sumter, you are au
tbotiud thus to avoid the effusion of blood. If this or 

'War R«rmls, Serial No. I. p. '91. 
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its equivalent be refused, reduce the fort as your judg
ment decides to be most practicable." 1 

A second note from Beauregard was prescntf'd that 
night, and after a conference with his officers o~ three 
hours in which the question of food was the maio con
sider~tion, Anderson replied, "I will, if provided with 
proper and necessary means of transportation, evacuate 
Fon Sumter by noon on the 15th instant ... should I 
not receive prior to that time controlling instruction!> 
from my government or additional supplies." The 
terms of the reply were considered by the messengers 
"manifestly futile." and at 3.20 A.M, of the 12th the fol
lowing note was handed by Beauregard's aides, Chesnut 
and Lee, to Anderson: .' By authority of Brigadier
General Beauregard. commanding the provisional forces 
of the Confederate States, we have the honor to notify 
you that he will open the fire of his batteries on Fort 
Sumler in one hour from this time." , 

Meantime Fox. intrusted with the general eharge of 
the relief expedition, was sent by the President, March 
30th, to New York. with verbal instructions to prepare 
for the voyage but to make no binding engagements. 
Not having received the written authority expected, he 
returned to Washington April 2d, and on the 4th the 
final decision was reached. and Fox was infonned that 
a messenger would be sent to the authorities at Charles
ton to notify them of the President's action.. Fox men
tioned to the President that he would have but nine 
days to charter vessels and reach Charleston. six hundred 
and thiry-two miles distant. He arrived at New York 
April 5th, bearing an order from General Scott to lieu
tenant-Colonel H. L. Scott (son-in-law and aide-de-camp 
to the general-in-chieO, embracing all his wants and di
recting Colonel Scott to give in his name all necess~ 
instructions. Colonel Scott ridiculed the idea of rehef. 
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and his indifference caused the loss of half a day of 
precious time, besides furnishing recruits who, Fox com
plained, were .. totally unfit" for the service they were 
sent on. I 

Fox at once engaged the large steamer Ballic for troops 
and stores. and, after great difficulty, obtained three 
tugs, the U"c1e Ben, Freeborn, and Yankee, the last fitted 
to throw hot water. The Pocahonlas, Pawllec. and the 
revenue-cutter Harriet Lane, as already mentioned. were 
to be a part of the force, which t.hus, with the Pt1Whalatl, 
included four armed vessels. the last being of considerable 
power. The Pawnee, Commander Rowan, sailed from 
Washington the 9th: the Pocahotltas, Captain Gillis, 
from Norfolk the loth; the Harriet Lane, Captain Faunce, 
from New York the 8t.h; the Baltic, Captain Fletcher, the 
9th. The Puw/wlaH was already rar on her way to 
Pensacola. 

The Bailie arrived at the rendezvous, ten miles east 
of Charleston bar, at. 3 A.M. of the 13th, and found there 
the Harrid unit:; at six the Pawnee arrived; the Pou'· 
MlaH was not visible. The BaUie, followed by the 
Harrid La,.,. stood in toward the land, ,,·here heavy 
guns were heard and the smoke and shells from the bat
teries which had opened that morning on Sumter were 
distinctly visible. Fox stood out to infonn Rowan, of 
the Poumee. Rowan asked for a pilot, declaring his in
tention of going in and sharing the fate of his brethren 
of the army. Fox went aboard the Pawnee and informed 
him that he would answer for it that the government did 
not expect such a sacrifice, having set.tled maturely upon 
the policy in instructions to Captain Mcrcer and himself. 
The Naslwilk, from New York. and a number of merchant 
vessels off' the bar, gave the appearance of the presence of 
a large naval fleet. 

The weather continued very bad, with a heavy sea. 

I Naval War R«\Ird.s. IV. uS. 
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No tugboats had arrived: the tug Freeborn did not leave 
New York: the UlIck Betl was driven into Wilmington 
by the gale; the Yankee did not arrive off Charleston bar 
until April 15th, too late for any service; neither the 
PawHee nor the Uarriet LaIU! had boats or men to carry 
supplies; the Baltic stood out to the rendezvous and 
signalled all night for the expected POWMt(JIl. The next 
morning, the 13th, was thiek and foggy, with a heavy 
ground-swell, and the Baltic, fecling her way in, touched 
on Rattlesnake Shoal, but without damage; a great 
volume of black smoke was seen from Sumter. No tug
boats had yet arrived, and a schooner near by, loaded 
with icc, was seized and preparations made to load her 
for entering the following night. Going aboard the 
PauJH«, Fox now learned that a note from Captain 
Mercer of the PowMIOH mentioned that he had been 
detached by superior authority and that the ship 
had gone elsewhere; though Fox had left. New York 
two days later than the PUWhataH, he had no intima
tion of the change. At:l P .... , April IJth, the Poco
honloS arrived. and the squadron. powerless for relief, 
through the absence of the Powhalatl and the tugs, 
was obliged to witness the progress of the bombard
ment.' 

.. About" A ... on the twelfth," says Doubleday. "I 
was awakened by some one groping about my room in 
the dark and calling out my name." This was Ander
son, who had come to infonn his second in command of 
the infonnat.ion just received of the intention of the 
Confederates to open fire an hour later.' At 4.30, the 
Confederates being able to make out the outline of the 
fort. a gun at Fort Johnson was fired as the signal to 
open: the first. shotted gun was then fired from Morris 
Island by Edmund Ruffin, an aged secessionist from Vir
ginia, who had long, in pamphlet and speech. advocated 

I Pox's report. in Naval War R«ONb, IV. 345-351. 
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separation from the Union, The fire from the batteries 
at once became general. 

The fort began its return at seven o'clock. All the 
officers and men, including the engineers, had been di
vided into three reliefs of two hours each, and the forty
three workmen yet remaining all volunteered for duty. 
It was, however, an absurdly meagre force to work such 
a number of guns and to be pitted against the surround
ing batteries, manned by more than six thousand men. 
The number of cartridges was so reduced by the middle 
of the day, though the six needles available were kept 
steadily at work in making cartridge - bags, that the 
firing had to slacken and be confi.ncd to the six guns 
bearing toward Moultrie and the batteries on the west 
end of Sullivan's Island. The mortar fire had become 
very accurate, so that, when the 13-inch shells "came 
down in a vertical direction and buried themselves in 
the parade-ground. their explosion shook the fort like 
an earthquake." I The horizontal fire also grew in ac
curacy. and Anderson, to save his men, withdrew them 
from the barbette guns and used those of the lower tiers 
only. Unfortunately, these were of too light a caliber to 
be effective against the Morris Island batteries, the shot 
rebounding without effect from the face of the iron-clad 
battery there, as well as from the floating iron-clad bat
tery moored behind the sea-wall at Sullivan's Island. 
The withdrawal of the men £rom the heavier battery could 
only be justified by the already foregone result. and no 
doubt this was in Anderson's mind. The garrison was 
reduced to pork and water, and, however willing, it could 
not with such meagre food withstand the strain of the 
heavy labor of working the guns; to add to the difficulties, 
the guns, strange t.o say, were not provided with breech
sights. and these had t.o be improvised with notched sticks.1 

The shells from the batteries set fire to the barracks 

I Doubleday. SuMler OM Alo.llrV, 147. 
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three times during the day, and the precision of the verti
cal fire was such that the four 8-inch and one lo-inch 
columbiad, planted in the parade, could not be used, 
Half the shells fired from the seventeen mortars en
gaged came within, or exploded above, the parapet of 
the fort, and only about ten buried themselves in the 
soft earth of the parade without exploding. Two of the 
barbette guns were struck by the fire from Moultrie, 
which 81so damaged greatly the roof of the barracks and 
the stair towers. None of the shot came through. The 
day closed stormy and with a high tide, without any 
material damage to the strength of the fort. Through
out the night the Confederate batteries threw shell every 
ten or fifteen minutes. The garrison was occupied untit 
midnight in making cartridge - bags, for which 811 the 
extra clothing was cut up and all the coarse paper and 
extra hospital sheets used.' 

At daylight. April 13th, all the batteries again opened, 
and the new twelve-pounder Blakely nRe. which had 
arrived but four days before from abroad,) caused the 
wounding of a sergeant and three men by the fragments 
thrown off from the interior of the wall by its deep pene
tration. An engineer employed was severely wounded 
by a fragment of shell. Hot shot now became frequent, 
and at nine o'dock the officers' quarters were set afire. 
As it was evident the fire would soon surround the maga
zine, every one not at the guns was employed to get out 
powder; but only fifty barrels cQuld be removed to the 
casements, when it became necessary from the spread 
of the flames to close the magazine. The whole range 
of the officers' quarters was soon in flames, and the 
clouds of smoke and cinders scnt into the t.::asements set 
on fire many of the men's beds and boxes, making the 
retention of the powder so dangerous thai;. all but five 
barrels were thrown into the sea.' 

I Foster's report, in War Records. Serial No. T, pp. 20, 21. 
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By .elev~n o'clock the fire and smoke were driven by 
the wind In such masses into the point where the men 
~ad taken. refuge that suffocation appeared imminent. 

The roanng. ~nd crackling of the Barnes. the dense 
masses of whirling sm~ke. the bursting of the enemy's 
shells, and our own, which were exploding in the burning 
roo:ns, ~he crashi~g of, the shot and the sound of masonry 
fallmg In every direction made the fort a pandemonium. 
. . . There was a tower at each angle of the fort 0 f ili .. . _0 

ese, containing great quantities of shells, ... was almost 
com~letely shattered by successive explosions. The 
massive wooden gates •. studded with iron nails, were 
burned. and the wall built behind them was now a h a 
of d~bris. ,so that the main entrance was wide open ertr 
an assaulting party." , 

But however great the apparent damage and the dis
comfort and danger white the fire lasted. the firing could 
have been resumed" as soon as the walls cooled sufficient
ly to open the magazines. and then. having blown down 
the wall ~roject~ng above the parapet, so as to get rid 
of the Oymg bncks, and built up the main gates with 
~tones and rubbish, the fort would actually have been 
m a more defensible condition than when the action 
commenced." I 

But want of men, want of food, and want of powder 
to~ether made a force majcure against which further 
stnfe was useless; and when, about 1 'p.M., the flag
staff was. shot ~way. though the flag was at once flown 
from ~n Improvised staff. a boat was sent rrom the com
manding o"?-cer at Morris Island, bringing Colonel (Ex
Se~ator~ '~Igfall and a companion bearing a white flag. 
to tn~wre If the fort had surrendered. 

Bemg al.lowed entrance, Major Anderson was sought 
for, a~d WIgfall. using Beauregard's name, offered Ander
son hiS own tenns. Wigfall exhibited a white handker

: Doubl~y. S~mtn oftd M0f4l1ri.. IS8. 
Foster s report, in War Rer;lWds. Serial :-lo. I, p. 24. 
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chief from the parapet, and this being noticed brought. 
from Beauregard himself Colonel Chesnut, Colonel Roger 
A. Pryor. Colonel William Porcher Miles, and Captain 
Lee, followed soon by Beauregard's adjutant-general. 
Jones, Ex-Governor Manning, and Colonel Alston. It. 
transpired that Wigrall had not seen Beauregard for 
two days. and that his visit was wholly unauthorized . 
The proper authorities. however, being now at hand, ar
rangements were concluded at 1 P.M., Anderson sur
rendering (after some correspondence). with pennissian 
to salute the Rag· as it was hauled down, to march out 
with colors flying and drums beating and wit.h arms 
and private baggage.' 

Noticing the disappearance of the colors. a flag of truce 
was sent in from the squadron outside, and arrangements 
made for carrying the garrison north. Next morning, 
Sunday, April 14th, with a salute of fifty guns, the Rag 
was finally hauled down. It had been Anderson's in
tention to fire a hundred guns, but a lamentable accident 
occul'Te<l in the premature discharge of one, by which 
one man was killed, another mortally wounded. and four 
others seriously injured. This accident delayed the de
parture until 4 P.M., when the tittle company of some 
eighty men, accompanied by the forty laborers,' marched 
out of the gate with their flags ftying and drums beating. 
The steamer I sabel carried Anderson and his men to the 
Babic. and at nightfall they were on their way north. 

April 15th, the day after the surrender, the President 
issued. his proclamation calling "forth the militia of the 
several states of the Union" to the number of seventy
five thousand men, in order to suppress "combinations 
too powerful to be suppressed by the ordinary course of 
judicial proceedings or by the powers vested In the 
marshals by law," and "to cause the laws to be duly 

I Foster's report. in War Records. Serial No. " pp. 3J. ' •• 

1 Doubleday, Sumler aNd M01'U'-u, App .• where the names 
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executed." Congress 'was called to convene July 4th. 
An immediat.c effect of the proclamation was the secession 
of Virginia, April I]th, the conservative elements of the 
state convention, alt.hough in the majorit.y, being over
whelmed by the enthusiasm and impetus of the seces
sion attack. Another prompt result was the fonnation 
of the northwestern counties into what is now West 
VirginiA. 

Fox's expedition, however abortive in a physical 
sense, did much more than attempt to succor Swnter; 
it was the instrument through which the fort was helel 
to the accomplishment of the fateful mistake of the 
Confederacy in striking the first blow. It prevented the 
voluntary yielding of the fort, and was an exhibition of 
the intention of the government to hold its own. It was 
thus elemental in its effects. Had Anderson withdrawn 
and hauJed down his Rag without a shot from the South, 
it would have been for the Federal government to strike 
the first blow of war; and its call for men would have 
met with a different response to that which came from 
the electric impulse which the firing upon the flag caused 
to vibrate through the North. This expectation was the 
basis of Lincoln's determination. Almost alone, unmov
able by Cabinet or War Department, he saw with the cer
tainty of the seer what bolding Sumter meant, and con
tinued on the unchangeable way which from the first 
he had taken. In his letter of sympathy to Fox, May 1st, 
he said: "You and I both anticipated that the cause of 
the country would be advanced by making the attempt 
to provision Fort Sumter. even if it should fail. and it is 
no small consolation now to feel that our anticipation is 
justified by the result." I 

The enthusiastic response of the North to the proc
lamation was witness to the truth of Lincoln's view, as 
weU as to the North's determination that the offended 

I Naval War R«ord.s, IV, 251. 
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dignity of the Union should be avenged, its strongh?lds 
regained, its boundaries made intact, and that the l.!nlted 
States be proved to be a nation. It was for thiS the 
Union fought; the freeing of the blacks was but a natural 
and necessary incident. The assault upon Sumter was 
the knife driven by the hand of the South itself into the 
vitals of slavery. 

SYNOPSIS OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS, CHIEFLY 
MILITARY, BETWEEN THE BOMBARDMENT 

OF FORT SUMTER, ,861, AND THE BAT-
TLE OF THE MONITOR AND THE 

MERRIM AC. 1862 

1861. President Lincoln calls for seventy-five thou
sand militia to suppress the rebellion of the Southern 
States, Secession of Virginia, Tennessee, Arkan~, :u':d 
North Carolina, Fonnal division of Western VU'gJRla 
from Virginia. The Massachusetts militia attacked in 
Baltimore, The Congress of the Confederate States. as
sembles at Montgomery and is later transferred to Rich
mond. The first battle of Bull Run results in a Federal 
repulse. Battle of Wilson's Creek. Repulse o( the Fed
erals at Ball's Bluff, McClellan succeeds Scott as com
mander _ in-chief of the Federal annies. The Federals 
gain possession of Port R?ya1. Th~ Confederate com
missioners, Mason and Shdell. are mtercepted on the 
British steamer Trent. 

1862. Surrender of the Confederate commissioners, 
Mason and Slidell, to the British government. The 
Federals capture Roanoke Island, Fort Henry and Fort 
Donelson surrender to General Grant, Federal victory 
at Pea Ridge. Engagement between the ~onilor :md 
the Merrimac. The French declare war against MeXICO'. 
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THE BATTLE OF THE MONITOR AND THE MERRlM.-i.C 

A ' .. SLUDE TO Tlllt PENINSULA. CAN'AIGN 0' A,alL TO JUNZ, 

186:l 

By Jam~s KmuJall HosttWf' 

OBVIOUSLY the capture of Richmond was the 
proper objective in the offensive campaign in the 

East for ~hich McClellan had been so long preparing. 
The selectIon of that city by the Confederacy for the 
seat of government caused all its interests to centre 
there;. the maintenance of its capital, moreover, was 
essentUll to the, ~ood standing of the Confederacy before 
~uropc. recogmtlon from which was so earnestly de
slr~. If th~ North could capture Richmond, quite 
possibly nothmg morc would be necessary to crush the 
South. The ~rotection of Washington. too, could not 
be ,Icft at all In doubt. Should that city be lost to the 
Unton. England and France might justly feel that the 
cause ,of the ~orth was hopeless. and no longer refrain 
from mterventlon. 

Before Washingtan. McClellan and J ohnstan laced each 
other throughout t.he fall of 1861, the latter having, in 
October. a force of 41000 which later Vl"ew to ' 
U d J b 

" o· 57,337, 
nero nSLon at the end of the year were three sub-

I J. E. Johnston. Narraliw, 8 •• 
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ordinates-Jackson, in the Valley o[ Virginia; Beaure
gard, about Leesburg, near the Potomac; nnd Holmes, 
below Washington, about Acquia Creek. where Confed
erate batteries closed the Potomac. McClellan had fully 
twice as many men, an army well disciplined and equipped, 
devoted to their leader, and of fine morale. Why couJd 
the army not be used? Because the general always 
imagined before him a host of enemies that greatly OUl

numbered his own, and insisted on more men and a more 
perfect training before setting out. Meantime he grew 
cavalier in his treatment of his superiors. The venerable 
Scott. who now retired at seventy-five. had his last days 
embittered by the scant courtesy of the new commander. 
and even the President was slighted. "I will hold 
McClellan's horse for him if he will only win us victories," 
said Lincoln. with good-natured patience. Tn December, 
McClellan fell ill, and all was in doubt. With the new 
year, 1862. prospects brightened for the Union. The 
great successes in the West and South, ending with the 
capture of New Orleans. brought cheer; at last the army 
of the Potomac was in motion. 

In March, Johnston withdrew southward; and McClel
lan, his command now restricted to the .. Anny of the 
Potomac." as he bad baptized his splendid creation, was 
ready for the long - delayed advance. Lincoln. whose 
good sense when applied to warfare often, though not. 
always, struck true. earnest.ly desired that Richmond 
should be approached by a direct southward movement, 
Washington being covered. while at the same time Rich
mond was threatened. But McClellan judged it better 
to proceed by the Chesapeake. landing at the end of the 
peninsula running up between the York and J ames rivers, 
and marching against Richmond from the east. Much 
could be said in favor of this route: troops and supplies 
could be carried by water to the neighborhood of Rich
mond without fatigue or danger. Yet the President 
yielded reluctantly, fearing danger to Washington, lay-
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ing it down as fundamental that the capital must be 
protected by forty thousand men. 

The Peninsular campaign bad a dramatic prelude. A 
necessary condition was a command of t.he waters, which 
was secured in early March by an event that startled the 
world. Among the many disadvantages under which 
the South labored in her struggle with the North was a 
painful lack, as compared with her opponent, of factories, 
machine-shops, ship.yards, and skilled labor; yet de
termination and ingelluity brought about several wonder
ful fighting contrivances, of which the most remarkable 
was the Virginia. The hull of the Merrimac, a frigate of 
thirty-five hundred tons and forty guns, one of the most 
formidable vessels of the old navy, partly burned and 
afterward sunk at the evacuation of Norfolk by the 
Federals in April, 1861, was raised, and found to be 
sound enough for further use. Good heads, among whom 
John M. Brooke, manager of the Tredegar Iron Works 
at Richmond. was prominent. fitted to the hull a case
mate, or box. pierced for cannon, and heavily plated with 
iron - the first effective armored ship. There was a 
frank farewell to masts, sails, and other former appliances 
for motion and management. The winds were super
seded by steam, applied for the first time in naval war
fare, not as auxiliary, but as the sole motive-power. One 
appliance of the Virginia was. however. not a new in
vention, but a revival of a fighting ann common in the 
days of Salamis and Actium-a ram, projecting from the 
prow like that of an ancient galley. I The craft was cum
brous, bard to steer, and provided with engines far too 
weak for ber immense weight. but she had marvellous 
defensive power and was fast enough to approach and 
destroy any resisting sailing-ship. 

On March 8th. from the direction of Norfolk, the 
Virginia, a mass low·lying upon the water, suddenly np

'Commander }. M. Brooke. in 8CJ11ks aNd LAodns. I. 715; 
Scharf. Navy of Iit# COfI/ftkrak Stales. 145 et seq_ ,,6 
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peared before the astonished eyes of the Feder~ on
lookers in Hampton Roads.1 Five stately woode~ fngates 
lay at nnchor off Hampton, and they ~a11antly discharged 
their broadsides at this strange assailant, but the balls 
glanced hannless from her impenetrable back. She 

HAMI"TOS ROAns 

turned and pierced the Cumberland with her ram, sending 
the frigate to the bottom; then she assailed the Congress. 
which presently went up in Hames; the brave crews as 
helpless as if their means of defence were bows and 
arrows. Mistress of the situation. with three morc 
frigates-Miltnesota. Roa,rolu, and St. LawrCtlCe-~~n.d 
on the shoals or offering a futile defiance, the Vtrglnsa 
then withdrew for the day; she was certain of h~r prey 8;"d 
could afford to wait for a few hours, meanwhile ~Ing 
some changes which would render her more effective. 
Vivid terror overspread the North as the news was de--

I Balt~s and Leaders. I, 6ga et seq. 
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spatched in the evening; and it was nowhere greater than 
in the cabinet-roam at the White House, where Lincoln 
anxiously studied upon means to meet the exigency; and 
Stanton, pacing the room "like a caged lion," predicted 
she would come up the Potomac and shell Washington. I 

On the forenoon of March 9th, doing all things de
liberately, as one that has no reason to hasten. the Vir
ginUJ again appeared and moved toward the MiNnesota, 
aground and apparently certain to become a he1pless 
victim. Suddenly in the path appeared a little craft 
scarcely one-fourth the size of the VirgiNia, .. a cheese
box on a raft," as it will go down in history, the Mtm1lor, 
an iron-clad of another pattern. This vessel, undertaken 
as an experiment, and completed in one hundred days, 
was due to the genius and indomitable zeal of John 
Ericsson, its designer. That it should have arrived. from 
New York at this moment is one of the fateful accidents 
of hisLory. A multitude beheld the encounter, from 
the ships close at hand, from the shores near and far. 
The superior size and armament of the VirginUJ were 
neutraJiud by her unwieldiness and depth of draught. 
The Monikw, more active, and passing everywhere over 
shoal or through channel, could elude or strike as Ihe 
chose. Neither had much power to harm the other; 
each crew behind its shield manceuvred and fired for the 
most part uninjured. Worden. commander of the Moni
lor, in his pilot-house at the bow, built of iron bars log
cabin fashion, received in the face, as he peered through 
the interstice. the blinding fire and smoke from a ahelt 
that struck within a few inches, but he escaped death. 
The casualties on the Virginia were few. On the morn
ing of that day both North and South believed that the 
Confederacy was about to control the sea. The anticipa
tion. whether hope or fear, vanished in the smoke of that 
day's battle. With it. too, passed away the traditioual 
beauty and romance of the old sea-service-the oak-

I Nicolay and Hay, AbraMaM LillCola, V, u6. ,,8 
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ribbed and white -winged navies. whose dominion had 
been so long and picturesque, at last and forever gave 
way to steel and steam.1 

n 

Tit ••• TTL. DaSC.I.aD ." CAPTAIN wOllOaN AHD LlaUT.HAHT 
oallilN. 0' THIt 1I0.WTOR 

By Lwcius E. Chittemktt 

Some weeks after the historic battle between the 
MOKUor and the Merrimac in Hampton Roads, on March 
9, 1862, the former vessel came to ~~e Washington navy
yard unchanged. in the same condition .as when she dts
charged her parting shot at the Mn-mnae. There she 
lay until her heroic c(.mmander had so far recovered from 
his injuries as to be able to rejoin his vessel. All leaves 
of absence had been revoked, the absentees had returned 
and were ready to welcome their captain. President 
Lincoln. Captain Fox, and a limited number of Captain 
Worden's persona] friends had been invited to his in
formal reception. Lieutenant Greene received the Presi
dent and the guests. He was a boy in years-not too 
young to volunteer, however, when volunteers were 
scarce, and to fight the Merrimac during the last half of 
the battle, after the captain was disabled. 

The President and the other guests stood on the deck, 
near the turret. The men were formed in lines. with 
their officers a little in advance, when Captain Worden 
ascended the gangway' The heavy guns in the navy
yard began firing the customary salute when he stepped 
upon the deck. One side of his face was permanently 
blackened by the powder shot into it from the muzzle of 
a cannon carrying a shell of one hundred pounds weight, 
discharged less than twenty yards away. The President 

I Soley, Bl«ltad. ond C",iun, ~4. 
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was ~e Merrimac. Our fastenings were cast off. our 
machlDery started, and we moved out to meet her half
way. We had come a long way to fight her, and did 
not intend to lose our opportunity. 

"Before showing you over the vessel, let me say that 
there were three possible points of weakness in the Moni
lor, two of which might have been guarded against in her 
construction if there had been more time to perfect her 
plans. One of them was in the turret, which, as you see, 
is constructed of eight plates of inch iron-on the side 
of the ports, nine-set on end so as to break joints, and 
~nnly ~lted together, making a hollow cylinder eight 
IOches thick. It rests on a metal ring on a vertical shaft 
~hi~h is revolved by power from the boilers. If a p~ 
lecttle struck the turret at an acute angle, it was expected 
to glance off without doing damage. But what would 
happen if it was fired in a straight line to the centre of 
the turret, which in that case would receive the whole 
force of the blow? It might break off the bolt-heads on 
the interior, which, flying across, would kill the men at 
the guns; it might disarrange the revolving mechanism, 
and then we would be wholly disabled. 

"I laid the Mon1Jbr close alongside the Merrimac, and 
gave her a shot. She returned our compliment by a 
shell, weighing one hundred and fifty pounds, fired when 
we were close together, which struck the turret so squarely 
that it received the whole force. Here you see the scar, 
two and a half inches deep in the wrought iron, a perfect 
mould of the shell. H anything could test the turret 
it was that shot. It did not start a rivet-head or a nuti 
It stunned the two men who were nearest where the 
ball struck, and that was all. I touched the lever-the 
turret revolved as smoothly as before. The turret had 
stood the test; I could mark that point of weakness off 
my list forevet'. 

"You notice that the deck is joined to the side of the 
hull by a right angle, at what sailors call the . plank-shear.' 
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If a projectile struck that angle, what would happen? 
It would not be deflected; its whole force would be ex
pended there. It might open a seam in the hul~ below 
the water-line, or pierce the wooden hull, and smk us. 
Here was our second point of weakness. 

"I had decided how 1 would fight her in advance. 1 
would keep the Monilor moving in a circle, just la~e 
enough to give time for loading the guns .. At the pomt 
where the circle impinged upon the Merrtmac our guns 
should be fired, and loaded while we were moving around 
the circuit. Evidently the Merrimtu: would return the 
compliment every time. At our second exchange of 
shots, she returning six or eight to our two, another of 
her large shells struck our 'plank-shear' at its angle, and 
tore up one of the dcck-plates. as you see. The shell had 
struck what I believed to be the weakest point in the 
Monilor. We had already learned that the Merrimac 
swarmed with sharpshooters. for their bullets were con
stantly spattering against our turret and our deck. If 
a man showed himself on deck he would draw their fire. 
But I did not much consider the sharpshoot.ers. It was 
my duty to investigate the effects of that shot. 1 or
dered one of the pendulums to be hauled aside, and. 
crawling out of the port, walked to the side, laid down 
upon my chest, and examined it thoroughly. The hull 
was uninjured. except for a few splinters in the wood. 
I walked back and crawled into the turret-the bullets 
were falling on the iron deck all about me as thick as 
hailstones in a stonn. None struck me, I suppose be
cause the vessel was moving-and at the angle, and when 
1 was lying on the deck, my body made a small mark 
difficult to hit. We gave them two more guns, and then 
I told the men, what was true, that the Merrimac could 
not sink us if we let her pound us for a month. The 
men cheered; the knowledge put new tife into all. 

"We had more exchanges. and then the Merrimac tried 
new tactics. She endeavored to ram us, to run us down. 
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Once she struck us about amidships with her iron ram. 
Here you see its mark. It gave us a shock, pusbed us 
around. and that was all the harm. But the movement 
placed our sides together. I gave her two guns, which J 
think lodged in her side. for, from my lookout crack, 1 
could not see that either shot rebounded. Ours being 
the smaller vessel, and more easily handled, I had no 
difficulty in avoiding her ram. I ran around her several 
times, planting our shot in what seemed to be the most 
vulnerable places. In this way, reserving my fire until 
I got the range and the mark. I planted two more shots 
almost in the very spot I had hit when she tried to ram 
us. Those shots must have been effective, for they were 
followed by a shower of bars of iron. 

"The third weak spot was our pilot-house. You see 
that it is built a little more than three feet above the 
deck, of bars of iron, ten by twelve inches square, built 
up like a log-house, bolted with very large bolts at the 
corners where the bars interlock. The pilot stands upon 
a platform below. his head and shoulders in the pilot
house. The upper tier of bars is separated from the 
second by an open space of an inch, through which the 
pilot may look out at every point of the compass. The 
pilot-house, as you see, is a four-square mass of iron, pro
vided with no means of deflecting a ball. I expected 
trouble from it, and I was not disappointed. Until my 
accident happened, as we approached the enemy I stood 
in the pilot-house and gave the signals. Lieutenant 
Greene fired the guns, and Engineer Stimers. here, re
volved the turret. 

"I was below the deck when the comer of the pilot
house was first struck by a shot or a sheU. It either burst 
or was broken. and no harm was done. A short time 
after I had given the signal, and. with my eye close against 
the lookout ~rack. was watching the effect of our shot, 
when somethmg happened to me-my part in the fight 
was ended. Lieutenant Greene, who fought the Merrimac 
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until she had no longer stomach for fighting, will tell you 
the rest of the story." 

Can it be possible that this beardless boy fought one 
of the historic battles of the world? This was the thought 
of every one as the modcst. diffident young Greene was 
half pushed forward into the circle. 

"] cannot add much to the Captain's story." he be
gan. "He had cut out the work for us, and we had only 
to follow his pattern. I kept the Monuor either moving 
around the circle or aro~nd the enemy, and endeavored 
to place our shots as near her amidships as possible where 
Captain Worden believed he had already broken through 
her annor. We knew that she could not sink us, and I 
thought I would keep right on pounding her as long as 
she would stand it. Thcre is really nothing new to be 
added to Captain Worden's account. We could strike 
her wherever we chose: weary as they must have been, 
our men were full of enthusiasm, and I do not think we 
wasted a shot. Once we ran out of the circle for a mo
ment to adjust a piece of machinery, and 1 learn that 
some of our friends feared that we were drawing out of 
the fight. The Meffimac took the opportunity to start 
for Norfolk. As soon as our machinery was adjusted we 
foUowed her, and gOt near enough to give her a parting 
shot. But I was not familiar with the locality; there 
might be torpedoes planted in the channel, and I did not 
wish to take any risk of losing our vessel, so I came back 
to the company of our friends. But except that we were, 
all of us, tired and hungry when we came back to the 
Minnesota at half-past 12 P.M., the Moniior was just as 
well prepared to fight as she was at eight o'clock in the 
morning when she fired the first gun." 

We were then shown the injury to the pilot-house. 
The mark of the ball was plain upon the two upper bars, 
the principal impact being upon the lower of the two. 
This huge. bar was broken in the middle, hut held firmly 
at either end. The farther it was pressed in, the stronger 
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was the resistance on the exterior. On the inside the 
fracture in the bar was half an inch wide. Captain Wor
den's eye was very near to the lookout crack. so that 
when the gun was discharged the shock of the ball knocked 
him senseless, while the mass of flame filled one side of 
his face with coarse grains of powder. He remained in· 
sensible for some hours. 

"Have you heard what Captain Worden's first inquiry 
was when he recovered his senses after the general shock 
to his system?" asked Captain Fox of the President . 

.. I think I have," replied Mr. Lincoln, "but it is worth 
relating to these gentlemen." 

.. His question was," said Captain Fox, '" Have I saved 
the MinHBsotaf' 

"'Yes, and whipped the. MerrimacI' some one an· 
swered. 

"'Then,' said Captain Worden, . I don't care what 
becomes of me.'" 

.. Mr. President," said Captain Fox, "not much of the 
history to which we have listened is new to me. I saw 
this battle from eight o'clock until mid-day. There was 
one marvel in it which has not been mentioned-the 
splendid handling of the Monitbr throughout the battle. 
The first bold advance of this diminutive vessel against 
a giant like the Merrimac was superlatively grand. She 
seemed inspired by Nelson's order at Trafalgar: . He will 
make no mistake who lays his vessel alongside the enemy.' 
One would have thought the Monitor a living thing. 
No man was visible. You saw her moving around that 
circle, delivering her fire invariably at the point of con
tact, and heard the crash of the missile against her 
enemy's armor above the thunder of her guns, on the 
bank where we stood. It was indescribably grand I 

"Now," he continued. "standing here on the deck of 
this battle-scarred vessel, the first genuine iron-clad
the victor in the first fight of iron-clads-Iet me make 
a confession and perform an act of simple justice. [ 
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never fully believed in armored vessels until I saw this 
battle. I know all the facts which united to give us the 
Monilor. I withhold no credit from Captain Ericsson. 
her inventor. but I know that the country is principally 
indebted for the construction of this vessel to President 
Lincoln. and for the success of her trial to Captain Wor· 
den, her commander." .. 
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PARRAGUT'S CAPTURE OF NEW ORLEANS (1862) 

WITH SOME NOTES ON THa BLOCJ::ADB 

WHILE the West in 1861- 62 was alive with marching 
armies and the sound of strife, the East had been 

experiencing its share of activity by land and sea, and the 
navy must first engage us. The blockade became steadily 
mo;e effective as new ships, purchased, chartered. or 
built for the purpose, gathered at the various rendezvous. 
Hatteras Inlet and Port Royal, seized in the fall of 1861,1 
became bases for coast and inland expeditions which nar
rowed the Confederate hold on the shore of the Atlantic. 
In January, 1862, a fleet and anny, braving the mid
winter storms which were more formidable than human 
opposition, entered by Hatteras Inlet, in order to domi
nate more completely the North Carolina sounds. The 
fortifications on Roanoke fsland, lying between Albe
marle and Pamlico sounds. were easily captured, Feb
ruary 8th. New-Berne and other towns were soon after 
occupied, and the inlets and river-mouths so occupied 
and threatened that the outlets to the sea became for 
the Confederates few and perilous. This successful course 
was interrupted during the Virginia campaign of the 
summer; the troops were to a large extent withdraVt'll to 
places where reinforcements were demanded. The Roa
noke Island expedition is noteworthy, among other rea
sons, for bringing to the front Ambrose E. Burnside. its 

1 See Th6 AppcallQ Arms, by Dr. J. K. Hosmer, p. 74· 
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commander:· a brave and well-intentioned patriot. quite 
inadequate, however. {Or large responsibilities, which 
later came upon him. 

During these same weeks forces farther south were 
equally busy in expeditions from Port Royal. Fort 
Pulaski, the strong work which commanded the ap
proaches to Savannah, a post environed by swamps and 
watercourses, and therefore difficult of access, succumbed 
rather to the engineering skill than to the bravery of its 
assailants. April tl. r862; therefore, most of the littoral 
of Georgia, in addition to that of North and South Caro
lina, was in Federal hands.! These conquests were pres
ently supplemented by the occupation of the Atlantic 
ports of Florida. On the Gulf side, the retention of Fort 
Pickens by Union forces from the beginning had put 
Pensacola Harbor under Federal control. The blockade, 
at first deemed impracticable, within a year of its estab
lishment was throttling the foreign commerce which was 
vital to the Confederacy. On the Atlantic scarcely any 
important ports were left except Charleston and Wil
mington; and before the thresholds of these places lay. 
night and day, the fierce and watchful war-dogs of the 
Union.' Nevertheless, up to April, 1862, the Gulf ports 
of Mobile, New Orleans, Galveston, and M.atagorda still 
remained to the Confederacy. How long could these 
maintain themselves? 

This swift and easy repossession of the southern coast
line by the Union, however important, lacked the whole
sale excitement of great and bloody battles, and was a 
game little appreciated. But in the midst of it came an 
incident dramatic and startling in the highest degree, its 
hero being a naval officer. David Glasgow Farragut. son 
of a Spaniard from the island of Minorca. who had mar
ried a girl of Scotch strain and settled in the Tennessee 

1 Poore, Burnside, 13' . 
• War RecOf'ds, Serial No.6, pp. 133-167. 
• Soley, Blocluuu (tOld Crui.s8TS, 87 et seq. 
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mountains. After the birth of David the family removed 
to Louisiana, the father receiving a naval command. 
David as a boy of thirteen was on the ESS6X at Valparaiso, 
in 1814, in her famous fight against the Phabe and Cherub. 

TIlE MISSISSIPPI BIII,OW NEW ORLEANS 

He had done good service on the seas and in port for 
almost fifty years, but his opportunity did not come until 
he was sixty years old. 1 

The need of seizing New Orleans, if practicable, was 
obvious: the place commanded the lower Mississippi, and 
was the most populous and important city of the Con-

I Farragut. Farragul. chaps. i, ii. 
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federacy. The government, therefore. early gave thought 
to its capture. assigning {or that end a land force of 
eighteen thousand men, under General Benjamin F. But
ier, and a powerful Reet. It was recognized that the 
navy must play the larger part in the operations: eighty
two ships, therefore, were assigned to the West Gutr 
Squadron, ranging from tugs, mortar - schooners, and 
chartered ferry-boats to the most powerful man-of-war 
which the nation owned.1 To command this great Aeet 
was chosen Farragut, whose force and capacity had been 
recognized. espc!!ially by Welles. Secretary of the Navy.' 
He hoisted his Rag on the Hartford. a wooden ship of 
nineteen hundred tons and twenty-four guns, and Feb
ruary 2, 1862, sailed southward from Hampton Roads to 
Ship Island. midway between the mouth of the Mississippi 
and Mobile. the rendezvous for the army and squadron. 

Farragut's ships were all of wood; and, although steam 
in great part was the motive-power, sails were not super
seded. Even as Farragut was concentrating in the Gulf, 
an event, to be described presently, took place in Hamp
ton Roads which revolutionized naval warfare. But the 
enterprises in the Gulf were well sta.rted, and some 
triumphs still remained for the old-fashioned sailor and 
the old-fashioned. ship.' In March the Reet ma.naged to 
cross the bar and enter the Mississippi, a feat of no small 
difficulty in the case of the heavier vessels. The Colorado 
was left outside. the Pensacola wa.'; dragged by her con
sorts through a foot of mud. and the Mississi.ppi was 
scarcely less embarra.ssed. At last the squadron or at
tack was for the most part within the branches of the 
river; at the head of the passes they stripped like gladi
ators for a final struggle, and proceeded. to attack the 
main obstructions twenty miles above. Farragut had 

I Naval Wo,. Rtlcord.s. XVIII. pp. xv. xvi. 
I Farragut. ForrogW. 2°7. 
I NotxJllVar Records. XVIII (West Gulf Blockading Squadron); 

Mahan. Gulf and lnfund Watnr. s', 

'9' 



DECISIVE BATTLES OF AMERICA 

seventeen ships for the attack, mounting one hundred 
and fifty guns, besides twenty mortar - schooners, with 
six attendant gunboats, under Commodore David D. 
Porter. 

Fort Jackson and Fort St. Philip, well manned and 
equipped, guarded the river on the west and cast. An 
('nonnous chain. supported on anchored hulks, stretched 
across the half-mile of current to hold any approaching 
hostile vessels at a point where the fire of the Corts could 
converge. Above the Carts, a formidable Hotilla of craft 
variously anncd with rums and guns, some heaped with 
pitch-pine knots to serve as tire-ships, stood ready to 
take part.1 

"ORTS 0' THIJ MISSISSIPPI 

Unless this boom could be broken the ships could not 
ascend. Farragut ordered two gunboats to this danger
ous task. Stealing up at night, they accomplished it. 
On the night of April '3d the ships advanced, a column 
Jed by the Cayuga following the eastern bank; Farragut 
himself, in the Hartford, led the column which was to 
pass close to I~ort Jackson. Now came a rare blending 

'Beverly Kennon, a Southern officer. in Balti.s alld Uodns. II. 
16, criticises severely the management of the Confederate ships. 
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of the splendid and the terrible. The night was calm, 
with starlight and a waning moon; but in the fiercer 
Hashings of the combat the world seemed on fire. In 
arcs rising far toward the zenith the shells of the mortars 
mounted and fell; broadsides thundered; [rom barbette 
i nd casemate rolled an incessant reply. Sudden.lyabov,e 
the Hashes of guns came a steady glare: fire-ships, their 
pitch-pine cargoes all ablaze, sw~pt i.nto the midst of 
the struggling Heet. The attacklOg hnes became con
fused in the volumes of smoke settling down upon the 
stream. In the blinding vapor friend could scarcely be 
told Crom foe. The captain of the Confederate Gownror 
Moor6, finding that the bow of his own ship inted.ered 
with the aim of his gun, coolly blew the bow to pl~es 
with a discharge, then through the shatter~ opemng 
renewed the battle. A Confederate tug pluckily push~ 
a fire- raft directly upon the Hanford. The tug and Its 
crew disappeared and the Hanford ran agroun~; the 
sailors, undaunted, stuck to their work; the ship was 
pulled oft' by her own engines, while a deluge from the 
pumps put out the fire. For an hour and a half the roar 
and the Hashings continued; as the dawn came, the 
battle was hushed. Three Federal gunboats had been 
driven back and one sunk. but the main fleet was above 
the forts. The ships in general were scarred and battered 
in the night's encounter, but little hanned, and Farragut 
made ready at once to go on his way'! 

The passing of the forts made certain the fall of New 
Orleans. The small Confederate army under Gene~a1 
~lansfield Lovell was at once withdrawn and the city 
left to its fate. Farragut appeared hefore it. after pass
ing rapidly up the intervening seventy miles, at. noon, 
April 25th. The population of one hundr~ a~d fifty 
thousand souls, seething with natural mortification and 
passion. lay under the broadsides of the fleet. and, after 

'NalXll\Vor RrconJs. XVIII, '34 et seq.; Mahnn, Gull awJ Iff-
land Wains. 5z et seq. 
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one outbU1'st, in which a mob trampled on the United 
States Rag, they sullenly submitted. With all possible 
expedit.ion, the forts having given up, the Jand forces 
ascended the river and, on May 1st, took possession. l 

Farragut soon ascended t.he river to Vicksburg with a 
large part of his fleet. 

SYNOPSIS OF THE PRD1C[PAL EVENTS, CHrEF
LY MILITARY, BETWEEN FARRAGUT'S 

CAPTURE OF NEW ORLEANS, 1862, 
AND THE BATTLES OF GETTYS-

BURG AND VICKSBURG, ,863 

1862. Battle of Shiloh. Capture of Island No. 10. 
Battle of Seven Pines and Fair Oaks. II Seven Days' 
Battle" between the armies of McClellan and Lee be
fore Richmond. Repulse of the Confederates at Malvern 
Hill, and a constant succession of battles. Halleck ap
point.ed Federal commander- in - chief. Confederate vic
tory at Cedar Mountain. Second battle of Bull Run and 
defeat of the Federals. Battle of South Mountain. Bat
tle of Antietam Creek. Proclamation of Emancipation. 
The Confederate cavalry under General Stuart makes 
a successful raid into Pennsylva.nia. Burnside succeeds 
McClellan as commander of the Army of the Potomac. 
Battle of Fredericksburg and repulse of the Federals. 

1863. Definite abolition of slavery in the rebellious 
states. Hooker commands Army of the Potomac. West 
Vi.rginia admitted (by proclamation) into the Union. 
Confederate victory at Chancellorsville. General Grant 
invests Vicksburg. Lee occupies Winchester, crosses the 
Potomac, and enters Pennsylvania. Meade appointed 
commander of the Army of the Potomac. Battle of 
Gettysburg, July t - 3. Fall of Vicksburg, July 4th. 

I Parton, Bulin iff. New O,.klJn.s, chap. xii. 
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VICKSBURG QANUARY-JULY, 1863) 

In the American Civil War, 1861- 65, the capture of Vic.ksburg, 
on the Missi5';ippi, cut the Confederacy in two, and the battle of 
Gettysburg proved a Confederate inv..."ion of the North impos
sible. Out of the many great bll.Ules of that war it is historically 
essential that these two should be emphasized. 

After Fort Sumter wru;. fired upon, April 12, 1861. the relntive 
efficiency of the South and the unpreparedness of the North were 
&OOn illustrated in the battle of Bull Run, July 21, 1861. In the 
East, where the main objcctive point of the Northern attack was 
Richmond, there followed McClellan's organization of the Anny 
of the Potomac. In the West were Halleck and Buell, with head
quarten; at St. Louis and Louisville, and the main end in view in 
the Western campaign Wa5 the control of the Mississippi. Feb
ruary, 1862, brought Northern successes in the Western campaign 
in Grant's capture of Forts Henry and Donelson, followed by 
Shiloh, Corinth, and Memphis, which opened the Mississippi to 
Vicksburg. At ~he same time Farragut's fleet in the South capt-
ured New Orleans, a victory which. like the effect of the blockade 
throughout the wat, wns a weighty demonstml.ion of the in
fluence of sea-power upon history. After Farragut had cleared 
the lower river, it was practically Vicksburg alone which remained 
to unite the eastern and western territory of the Confederacy. 
But in the East there had been a series of Northern disasters, cul
minating in ChancellOI1iville.-EDlToR. 

WHEN the defeated Federals recrossed the Rappa
hannock, May s. 1863. after Chancellorsville, the 

fortunes of the North were at the lowest ebb. Then 
came the turning of the tide, and in an unexpected quar
ter. General Grant had shot up into fame through his 
capture of Fort Donelson, early in 1862. but had done 
little thereafter to confirm his reputation. Though in 
responsible command in northern Mississippi and south-
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western Tennessee. the few successes there wbich the 
country could appreciate went to the creditor his subordi
nate, Rosecrans. The world remembered his shiftless
ness before the war. and began to believe that his success 
had been accidental. All things considered. it is strange 
that Grant had been kept in place. The pressure for his 
removal had becn great everywhere. but his superiors 
stood by him faithfully, though Lincoln's persistence was 
maintained in the midst of misgivings. 

In the faU of 1862. Grant. in command of fifty thou
sand men, purposed to continue the advance southward 
through Mississippi, Ranking Vicksburg, which then must 
certainly fall. His supplies must come over the Memphis 
&: Charleston road and the two weak and disabled lines 
of railroad, the Mississippi Central and the Mobile &: Ohio. 
To guard one hundred and fifty miles of railroad in a 
hostile country the army must necessarily be scattered. 
as every bridge. culvert. and station needed a detail. 
From Washington came unwise interference; but he 
moved on with vigor. As winter approached. he pushed 
into Mississippi toward Jackson. If that place could be 
seized, Vicksburg. fifty miles west, must become unten
able, and to this end Grant desired to unite his whole 
force. He was overruled. and the troops divided: white 
he marched on Jackson. Sherman, with thirty-two thou
sand, was to proceed down the river from Memphis. 
Grant's hope was that he and Sherman, both near Vicks
burg, and supporting each other, might act in concert. 

Complete failure attended this beginning. Forrest. 
operating in a friendly country, tore up the railroads in 
Gt'ant's rear for scores of miles, capturing his detach
ments and working destruction. On December 20th, 
also, Van Darn, now a cavalry leader, surprised Holly 
Springs, Grant's main depot in northern Mississippi, carry· 
ing off and burning stores to the amount of $1,500,000.1 

1 War R«tmh, Serial So. :114, p. 511. 
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Grant's movement southward became impossible: the 
army stood stripped and helpless, SIlving it.sel£ only by 
living off the country, an experience rough at t~e ti~e, 
but ou t of which, later, came benefit! Co-operatIon With 
Shennan could no longer be thought of. Nor could news 
of the disaster be sent to Sherman, who, following his 
orders, punctually embarked and steamed down to the 
mouth of the Yazoo; this he entered, and on December 
:119th believing that the garrison of Vicksburg had been 
dra":n off to meet Grant, he Rung his divisions against 
the Confederate lines at Chickasaw Bayou. with a loss of 
eighteen hundred men and n~ compe~sa:i~g ~dvanta~e.' 

The difficulty and disaster 10 the MISSISSIPPI campaign 
were increased by a measure which strikingly reveals the 
effect in war of political pressure at the capital. At the 
outbreak of the war, John A. McClernand was a member 
of Congress from l l1inois, and later commanded a division 
at Donelson and Shiloh. Returning to Washington, he 
stood out as a War Democrat. a representative of a class 
whose adherence to the administration was greatly 
strained by the Emancipation Proclamation, and whose 
loyalty Lincoln felt it was almost vital to preserve. 
When, therefore. he laid before Lincoln a scheme I to 
raise by his own inRuence a large force in the ~est. o~er 
which he was to have military command, WIth the 10-

tention of taking Vicksburg, Lincoln and Stanton yielded. 
the sequel showing that McClemand was a soldier of lit
LIe merit .... 

McClemand went West, and kept his promise by mus
tering into the service, chieRy through his ~na1 ~
ftuence, some thirty regiments, a welcome recruttment tn 

th06C dark days. With this new army McClemand ap
peared at the mouth of the YazOO just at the moment 
when Shennan emerged from the swamps with his crest-

I Grant, P#rsOtIQJ M.".mrs, 1, 411. 

1 Shennan. Ml'MOirs. I. 3'9· 
I Nicolay and Hay, AbraJw", LiNColN. VII, 135· 
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fallen divisions. McClemand assumed command, Sher
man subsiding into a subordinate place; but he had in
fluence enough with his new superior to persuade him to 
proceed at once to an attack upon Arkansas Post, not far 
away.- This measure proved successful, the place capitu
lating January II, 1863, with five thousand men and 
seventeen guns. Though the victory was due in great 
part to the navy, Sherman alone in the army having ren
dered conspicuous service, yet before the country the 
credit went to McClernand, nominally the commander, 
giving him an undeserved prestige which made the situa
tion worse. 

Grant often found Halleck very trying; but in the 
present exigency the superior stood stoutly by him, and 
probably saved to him his position. The military sense 
of the generaHn-chief saw clearly the folly of a divided 
command, and he enlightened the President, who made 
Grant major-general In command of operations on the 
Mississippi, McClcmand being put at the head of a corps. 
January 30th, therefore, Grant, suppressing a scheme en
tertained by McClernand for a campaign in Arkansas, set 
to work to solve the problem of opening the great river. 

Probably few generals have ever encountered a situa
tion more difficult, or one in which military precedents 
helped so little. The fortress occupied a height command
ing on the north and west. along the river, swampy bot
tom-lands, at the moment largely submerged or threaded 
with channels. These lowlands were much overgrown 
with canebrake and forest; roads there were almost none, 
the plantations established within the area being ap
proached most conveniently by boats. But it was from 
the north and west. apparently, that Vicksburg must be 
assailed, for the region south of the city appeared quite 
beyond reach, since the batteries closed the river, which 
seemed the sole means of approach for Northern forces. 

- SbennaD, MPffOi"f, I, Jao4 
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The surest approach to the strong~old was fT?m the. east; 
but there Grant had tried and failed; pubhc sent~cnt 
would not sustain another movement from that Side. 
There was nothing for it but to try by the north and west. 
and Grant grappled with the problem. 

Besides the natural obstacles, he had to take acco~t of 
his own forces and the strength and character of hiS ad
versary. In November, 1862, John~ton, not ret recovered 
from the wounds received at FaIT Oaks m May, was 
ordered to assume command in the West. taking ~he 
troops of Kirby Smith, Bragg, and the army derendmg 
the Mississippi. The latter force, up to that time under 
Van Dern, was transferred to John C. Pemberton, of an 
old Pennsylvania family, before and after the war a 
citizen of Philadelphia. Though a Northerner, he had 
the entire confidence of both Jefferson Davis and Robert 
E. Lee. His record in the old army was good; he was 
made lieutenant-general by the Confederacy, and re
ceived most weighty responsibilities. He served bravely 
and faithfully the cause he had espoused; though out
classed in his campaign. he did not lack ability. ~t;m
berton commanded some fifty thousand men, compnsmg 
not only the garrison of Vicksburg, but also tha.t ~{ ~o~t 
Hudson and detachments posted in northern MISSISSIppI, 
On the watch at such a point as Jackson, the state capital. 
he could, on short notice. concentrate his scattered com
mand to meet whatever danger might threaten. 

Against this alert adversary Grant could now oppose 
about an equal number of men, comprised in four corps
the Thirteenth (McClemand), Fifteenth (Sherman). 
Sixteenth (Hurlbut), Seventeenth (McPherson). Hurlbut 
was of necessity retained at and near Memphis. to pre
serve communications and hold western Tennessee; the 
three other corps could take the field with about forty
three thousand. Among Grant's lieutenants, two were 
soldiers of the best quality-Sherman and. James B. 
McPherson, the latter a young officer of engtnccrs, who 
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during the precedmg months had been coming rapidly 
to the front. I Besides the anny, Grant had a powerful 
auxiliary in the fleet, which now numbered seventy craft, 
large and small, manned by fifty-five hundred sailors 
and commanded by David D. Porter, an indefatigable chief. 

Grant at the outset could, of course, have no fixed 
plan. Throughout February and March his operations 
were tentative; and though the country murmured at 
his "inactivity," never did general or army do harder 
work. Might not Vicksburg perhaps be isolated on the 
west, and a way be found beyond the reach of its cannon 
to that vantage-ground south of it which seemed so in
accessible? Straightway the army tried, with spade, 
pick, and axe, to complete the cut-off which Williams had 
begun the previous summer; also to open a tortuous and 
embarrassed passage far round through Lake Providence 
and the Tensas and Washita rivers. Might not some 
insufficiently guarded approach be found through the 
yazoo bottom I to Haines' Bluff, the height dominating 
Vicksburg from the northeast, which Sherman had sought 
to seize at Chickasaw Bayou? Straightway there werc 
enterprises seldom attempted in war.' The levee at 
Yazoo Pass was cut, far up the river, so that the swollen 
Mississippi flooded the wide region below. Through the 
creva.'I..~ plunged gunboat and transport, to engage in 
amphibious warfare; soldiers wading in the mire or 
swimming the bayous; divisions struggling to terra {imuJ, 
only to find that Pemberton was there before them be
hind unassailable parapets; gunboats wedged. in ditches, 
unable to tum, with hostile axemen blocking both ad
vance and retreat by felling trees across the channel; 
Porter sheltering himself from sharpshooters within a 
section of broken smokestack and meditating the blow
ing-up of his boats; Sherman now paddling in a canoe, 

I Cullum, RtcWw of Mil. Acad., art., .. McPherson." 
I WIJf' R..eonJs, ~ No. J6. pp. J71-.67. 
I Mahan, GtJl aJtd JNl.:J1Id WaItr.s, 00 et aeq. 
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now riding bareback, now joining the men of a rescue
party in a double-quick-all in cypress forests draped 
with funereal moss, as if Death had made ready for a 
calamity that seemed certain. 

April came, and nothing had been accomplished on the 
north or west. To try again from the east meant sum
mary removal for the commander. Was an attack from 
the south, after all, out of the question, as all his lieuten
ants urged? Grant resolved to try; the river-bank to 
the west was 90 far dried that the passage of a column 
through the swamp-roads became possible. Porter was 
willing to attempt to run the batteries, though sure that, 
if once below, he could never return. The night of April 
16th was one of wild excitemcnts. The fleet was dis
covered as soon as it got under way. and conflagrations, 
blazing right and left, clearly revealed it as it swept down 
the stream. The Confederate fire could not be concen
trated,l and hence the injury was small to the armored 
craft; and even the transports in their company, pro
te<:ted only by baled hay or cotton, escaped. with one 
exception. A few days later transports and barges again 
passed down.' The column, toiling along the swampy 
road, was met, when at last it reached a point well below 
the town, by an abundance of supplies and ample means 
for placing it on the other bank. April 29th, Grand Gulf, 
the southern outpost of Vicksburg, was cannonaded, with 
ten thousand men on transports at hand for an assault, 
if the chance came. High on its bluff, it defied the bom
bardment, as the main citadel had done. Then it was 
that Grant turned to his last resourcc. 

It requires attention to comprehend how a plan so 
audacious as that now adopted could succeed. First, the 
watchful Pemberton was bewildered and misled as to the 
point of attack. About the time thc batteries were run, 
Grierson, an lllinois officer, starting with seventeen hun-

I Johnston. Norrr;Uiw, 152. 

I War Reccwd.s, Serial No . .}6, pp. 565 et seq. 
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drcd cavalry (rom La Grange, Tennessee, raided com
plerely t.hrough Mississippi, from nort.h to south , so skil
fully creating an impression of large numbers, so effective
ly wrecking railroads and threatening incursion now here 
and now there, that the back-country was thrown into 
a panic. and Pemberton thought an attack in force from 
that direction possibl~. Following close upon Grierson's 
raid, Sherman demonstrated with such noise and parade 
north of the city that Pemberton sent troops to meet a 
possible assault there. Meantime, the Thirteenth and 
Seventeenth corps were ferried rapidly across the river 
below Grand Gulf, and, a footing on the upland having 
been obtained unopposed, Grant stood fairly on the left 
bank. He now sent word to Halleck that he felt this 
battIe was more than half won. I 

The event proved that Grant was not oversanguine. 
An easy victory at Port Gibson, over a brave but inferior 
force, gave him Grand Gulf. Joined now by Sherman, 
he plunged with his three corps into the interior, cutting 
loose from his river base. and also from his bampering 
connection with Washington. The previous fall he had 
learned to live off the country. Two more easy victories, 
at Raymond and Jackson. gave him \.he state capital, 
and placed him, fully concentrated. between the armies 
of Pemberton and Johnston. The number of his foes 
was swelling fast-from Port Hudson, from South Caro
lina, from Tennessee; but Grant did not let slip his ad
vantage. Johnston, not yet recovered frpm his Fair 
Oaks wound. was not at his best. Pemberton. confused 
by an adversary who could do so unmilitary a thing as 
to throwaway his base, vacillated and blundered. A 
heavy battle at Champion's Hill , May 16th, in which the 
completeness of Grant's victory was prevented by the 
bad conduct of McClernand. nevertheless resulted in 
Pemberton's precipitate flight. Next day the Federal_ 

, IVa, R«ords. Serial No. 36, p. 33. 
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seized the crossing of the Big Black River, after which 
all the outposts of Vicksburg, from Haines' Bluff south
ward, fell without further fighting, and Pemberton, with 
the army that remained to him, was shut up within the 
works. The Federals held 0.11 outside, looking down 

SIEGB OP VICKSBURO 

from those heights, which for so long had seemed to them 
impregnable, upon thcgrcat riveropcn to the north. Supplies 
and reinforcements could now come unhindered and were 
already pouring in. The fall of Vicksburg was certain .... 
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The siege once begun, the fortress was doomed without 
recourse. Pemberton, to be sure, did not lose heart, and 
drove back the repeated Federal assaults with skill and 
courage. Johnston, from the rear, mustered men as he 
could, tried to concert v.;th the besieged army a projeet 
of escape, and at last advanced to attack. But within 
the city supplies soon failed, and outside no resources 
""ere at hand for the city's succor. johnston's reqUCtit 
for twenty thousand men, lying idle in Arkansas had 
been slighted;' there was no other source of supply. 
IGrby Smith and Dick Tal'lor attempted a diversion on 
the west bank of the river; and still later, at Helena, 
Arkansas, a desperate push was made to afford relief. 
It was all in vain. The North, made cheerful by long. 
delayed success, poured forth to Grant out of its abun· 
dance both mm and means. His army was in size nearly 
doubled; food and munitions abounded. The starving 
defenders were inexorably encircled by nearly three times 
their number of wetl·supplied and triumphant foes. 
Grant's assaults, bold and blOCKl.y though they were, had 
little effect. in bringing about. the result; the close invest· 
ment wouJd have sufficed.' On juJy 4th came the un
conditional surrender. The Confederat.e 10S8e8 before the 
surrender were fully 10,000; now 29,491, became prison
ers. while in the fortress were 170 cannon and 50,000 amaH 
ann&. Grant's loss during the whole campaign was 936:1.' 

'Jobntlton. N~,.,atiw. '5J. 
I Adminal Porter', fleet kept up a continuous ooqlbardmenl for 

(orty days. Seven thousand mortar &bella and forty-five hundred 
ahel1s from the pnboall w_ dUc:harged atlhe city. A, Grant 
drew Iris lines doter. hi. cannonade was kept up day and nilfht. 
The people of VtcbburK had taken shelter in eavt:S due in the 
clay hilll on whieb the city Sl&IIds. In \helle caves families lived 
day and night. and children w_ born. Famine attacked the 
city. and mule-mNt made a savory dish. Grant mi~ Imder 
lOme of the Confederate worb. and one of them. Fort. Hill Bastion. 
WAI blown up on June 25th ,.,ith terrible effect.-Ha,p"·s Ell
c)"lDpadia of V.UN StaI#S History. 

I War R«MS, Serial So. 31. pp. 146-424. 
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To this triumph, a week later, was added t.he fan of 
Port Hudson,' which, with a depleted garrison. held out 
stubbornly for six. weeks against the Federals. N. P. 
Banks, who after his tragical Virginia experiences suc
ceeded, in December. 1862, Butler in Louisiana, was set, 
as in the valley, to meet a difficul~ situation with in~c
qlOate means. With an anny of btUe more than thirty 
thousand, in part nine-months men, he was expected to 
hold New Orleans and such of Louisiana as had been con
quered, and also to co-operate with Grant in opening the 
Mississippi. When his garrisons had been placed he had 
scareely fifteen thousand men left for service in the field, 
a number exceeded at first by the Port Hudson defenders, 
ttrongly placed and well commanded. West of the river, 
moreover, was still another (oree under an old adversary 
in the Shenandoah country-Dic"k Taylor. a general well
endowed and trained in the best school. That Banks, 
though active, had no brilliant success was not at all 
strange; yet Halleck found fault. He could not extend 
a hand to Grant; but. risk.:ng his communications-risk· 
ing. indeed, the possession of New Orleans-he concen· 
trated at Port Hudson, which fortress, after a six weeks' 
siege, marked by two spirited assaults, he brought to great 
distress. hs fate was sealed by the fall of Vicksburg
Gardner. the commander, on July 9th, surrendering the 
post with more than six thousand men and fifty--one guns. 

The capture of Vicksburg and Port Hudson was a success 
such as had not been achieved before during our Civil War, 
and was not paralleled afterward until Appomattox. tn 
military history there are few achievements which equal 
it; and the magnit.ude of the captures of men and resources 
is no more remarkable than are the unfailing courage of 
the soldiers and the genius and vigor of the generaP 

'War Records. Serial No .••. pp. 41-181 (Port HudloD). 
t Greene. Th# Mississippi. 
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III tbe Eastern field of operations in tbe American Civil War, 
McClellan's organiution of the Anny of the Potomac had given 
him a well.disciplined lorce, with which he was facing General 
Joseph Johnston at the opening of .862. But the Peninsular 
Campaign which McClellan entered upon early in the year. with 
the bloody fighting at Fair Oaks in May. and the $even Days' 
Battles in May and June, resulted in the withdrawal of the 
Northern forces. There followed Pope's defeat near Bull Run. 
The forward movement was n failure. The Northern forces. only 
four miles from Riclllnood in June, were practicalJy defending 
WashingtOn in September. The desperate battle of Antietam 
checked Lee's movement into MaryllUld. but was not deciSive. 
Burnside's costly defeat at Fredericksburg in December closed a 
gloomy year in the East, which to many seemed to show ~hat. the 
South could more than hold iu own. The new year brought a 
R:newal of disaster to the Nonhern arms in Hooker's defeat in 
the hard.fought baule of Chaneellorsville. But the tide was to 
be turned by onc o( the crucial events of military history, which 
was close at hand.-EolToll. 

TH E fall of Vicksburg, though a terrible blow to the 
South, was not a sudden one: to all intelligent eyes 

it had for some weeks been impending; but that Lee 
could be defeated seemed a thing impossible. Because 
so long unconquered, it had come to be accepted that he 
was unconq ue.rable. 

Hooker soon reco'-ered from the daze into which he 
had been thrown at Chancellorsville. His confidence in 
himself was not broken by his misfortune. Instead of, 
like Burnside, manfully shouldering most of the respon
sibility of his failure, Hooker vehemently accused his 
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lieutenants of misconduct, and faced the new situation 
with as much resolution ns if he had the prestige of a 
victor. The Army of the Potomac, never down in heart 
except for a moment, plucked up cou age forthwith and 
girded itself for new encounters. 

The South, meanwhile, was still rejoicing over Chan
cellorsville, for the cloud on the southwestem horizon 
was at first no bigger than a man's hand. Long treet 
joined Lee [rom Suffolk with two divisions, swell ng the 
Army of Northern Virginia to eighty thousand or more. 
Never before had it been so numerous, so well appointed, 
or in such good heart. The numerical advantage which 
the Federals had heretofore enjoyed was at this time 
nearly gone, because thousands of enlistments expired 
which could not immediately be made good; volunteer4 
ing had nearly ceased, and the new schemes for recruiting 
were not yet effective. 

Lee took the initiative early in June,1 full of the sense 
of the advantage to be gained from a campaign on 
Northern soil. \V r-worn Virginia was to receive a 
respite; Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, as weU as 
Washington, might be terrorized, and perhaps captured. 
If only the good-fortune SO far enjoyed would continue, 
the Union's military strength might be completely 
wrecked, hesitating Europe won over to recognition, and 
the cause of the South made secure. 

With these fine and not at all extravagant anticipa
tions, Lee put in motion his three great corps under the 
lieutenant-generals Ewell Oackson's successor) , Long
street, and A. P. Hill. Longstreet was ill at ease. Vicks
burg, now in great danger, he thought could only be saved 
by reinforcing Bragg and advancing rapidly on Cin4 
cinnati, in which case Grant might be drawn north. Not
withstanding Longstreet's urgency, Lee persisted.' Ewell. 

I iVa,. R«rmJs, Serial Nos. 43 and 44, pp. 1-77 5 (all on Gettys
burg campaign). 

I Longstreet, MUlI(Jssas 10 Appomal/ox, 331. 
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pouring suddenly down the Shenandoah Valley, "gobbled 
up," as Lincoln put it, Milroy and his whole command 
of some four thousand, June 13th, and presently from 
Maryland invaded Pennsylvania. Longstreet was close 
behind: while the head of Ewell's column had been near
ing the Potomac. A. P. Hill, who had remained at Fred
ericksburg to watch Hooker. as yet inacth'e on Stafford 
Heights, broke camp and followed northwestward. 
Ewell seized Chambersburg a few days later. then ap
peared at Carlisle. and even shook Harrisburg with his 
cannon. The North had. indeed. cause for alarm; the 
fannen of the invaded region were in a panic. .. Emer
gency men," enlisted for three months. gathered from 
New York, Ohio. West Virginia, and Pennsylvania to 
the threatened points. The great coast cities were face 
to [ace with a menace hitherto unexperienced. Were 
they really aoout to be sacked? What was to be done? 

There was no indecision either at Washington or in 
the Ann)' of the Potomac. Lincoln's horse-sense. some
times tripping, but oftener adequate to deal \II';th un
paralleled burdens, homely, terse, and unerring in its ex
pression, was at its best in these days. To Hooker, 
meditating movements along and across the Rappa
hannock, he wrote: .. I would not take any risk of being 
entangled upon the river like an ox jumped half over a 
fence, and liable to be tom by dogs ia front and rear 
without a fair chance to gore one way or kick the other." I 

And again: "If the head of Lee's anny is at Martinsburg 
(near the Potomac). and the tail of it on the plank-road 
between Fredericksburg and Chancellonville, the animal 
must be very slim somewhere. Could you not break 
him'" "Pret him and {ret him." was the President's 
injunction to Hooker, regarding the advance of Lee. 
Well-poised, good-humored, constant, Lincoln gave no 
counsel to Hooker in these days that was not sound. 

I War R«ords, Serial No. 4$. p . .)1. 
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Indeed, at this time. Hooker needed little admonition. 
Alert and resourceful. he no sooner detected the m~ve
ment of Lee than he suggested an advance upon RIch
mond which was thus left unguarded. Lee, of course. 
had ~ontemplated the possibility of such a move, and, 
with a nod toward Washington. had joked aoout "swap
ping queens." The idea, which Hooker did not press, 
being disapproved, Hooker, turning toward Lee, pro
ceeded to "fret him and fret him," his conduct compar
ing well with his brilliant management at the opening of 
the campaign of Chancellorsville. Th~ cav.a1~. greatly 
improved by him. under Pleasonton. llo'lth diVISions com
manded by Buford, Duffie. and Gregg, was serviceable 
as never before, matching well the troopers oC Stuart at 
Brandy Station. Aldie. and Middleburg. Screened on 
his left flank by his cavalry, as, on the other hand. Lee 
was screened by a similar body on his right, Hooker 
marched in columns parallel to those of his f e and farther 
east. yet always interposing between the enemy and 
Washington. As June drew to its end the Confederate 
advance was near Harrisburg, but the Federals were not 
caught napping. Hooker stood at Frederick, in Mary
land, his corps stntched on either hand· to cover Wash
ington and Baltimore, touching hands one with the 
other. and all confronting the foe. 

Lee's previous campaign had shOll'll with what dis
regard of military rules he could act, a recklessness up to 
this time justified by good luck and the ineptitude of his 
adversaries. Still contemptuous of risks, he made just 
here an audacious move which was to result unfortunatel),.' 
He ordered. or perhaps suffered. Stuart, whom as he drew 
toward the Potomac he had held close on his right flank. 
to undertake with the cavalry a raid around the Pederal 

IF. H. Lee. Robm E. lM, 265. For R. E Lee's ~port of 
Gettysburg. see U'u, Records. Serial So .•• , pp. 293 et seq.; J..,oqr. 
1M. 280. 



DEcrSIVE BATTLES OF AMERI C A 

anny, after the precedents of the Peninsular and Second 
BuH Run campaigns. Casting I~ from his chief, June 
25th. Stuart sallied out eastward and penetrated close to 
the neighborhood o( Washington. He did no hann be
yond making a few small captures and causing a useless 
scare; on the other hand, he suffered terrible fatigue. his 
exhausted men falling asleep almost by squadrons in 
their saddles. He could get no news from his friends. nor 
could he find Ewell's corps, which he had hoped to meet. 
Quite worn out with hardship, he did not become avail
able to Lee until the late afternoon of July 2d. A critical 
battle might have had a different issue I had the Confed
erate cavalry been in its proper place. It was almost a 
chance, through a scout of Longstreet's. that Lee, at 
Chambersburg, all uncertain of the Federal mo\·ement. 
heard at last that his enemy was close at hand and threat
ening his communications. At once he withdrew Ewell 
southward, 80 that he might face the danger with his 
three divisions together. 

Meantime a most critical change came about in the 
camp of his foes. Hooker. on ill terms with Halleck, 
and engaged in controversy v .. ith him o\'er Halleck's re
fusal to a thori:re the withdrawal of the garrison of flar
per's Ferry, rather petulantly asked to be relieved of 
command, and the President complied at once. Such 
promptness was to be expected. Hooker had been doing 
well; but he had done just as ~:ell before Chancellorsville; 
be was generally distrusted; his best subordinates were 
outspoken as to his lamentable record_ The unsparing 
critic of Burnside had now to take his own medicine. A 
battle with Lee could not be ventured upon under a 
commander who could not keep on good terms with the 
administration, had there been nothing else. It ""as 
perilous swapping of hones in the midst of the stream. 

1 But Bee contro'ftny between Ma.by and Robertson .. to 
management of the Confederate canlry, JJattJ.s 4rtd ~s. III, 
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but Lincoln was forced to do it Some cried out for the 
restoration of McClellan, and others for that of Fremont, 
The appointment feU to George Gordon Meade. com
mander of the Fifth Corps, who, with soldierly dignity, 
obeyed 'orden, assuming the burden June 28th, with a 
pledge to do his best. 

Meade, a West-Pointer of 1835,1 was a man of ripe 
experience. thoroughly tramM in war. He had first risen 
leading a brigade of the Pennsylvania rese. ves at Me
chanicsville. just a year earlier. The good n"me then 
won he confirmed at Antietam, and still more at Fred
ericksburg. He was tall and spare, vdth an eagle face 
which no one that saw it can forget, a perfect horseman, 
and, though irascible. possessed of strong and manly 
character. In that momentous hour the best men were 
doubtful on what footing they stood. When Lincoln's 
messenger, with a solemn countena ce, handed to Meade 
the appointment, he 'took it to be an order for his arrest. 
Placed in command, he hesitated not a moment, building 
his strategy upon the foundation laid by his predecessor. 

Meade had ""ith him in the field seven corps of in
fantry: the First, commanded temporarily by Double
day; the Second, by Hancock, recently promoted; the 
Third. by Sickles; the Fifth. his own corps, now turned 
over to Sykes; the Sixth, Sedgwick. fortunately not dis
placed, though &0 unjustly censured for his noble work 
on May 3d; the Eleventh, Howard; and the Twelfth, 
Slocum. The excellent cavalry divisions were under Bu
ford, Kilpatrick, and Gregg; and in the lower places 
capable young officers - Custer, Merritt, Farnsworth. 
Devin. Gamble-were pushing into notice. Of fie1d-guns 
there were three hundred and forty. It was a fault of 
the Union organization that corps, divisions. and brigades 
were too small. bringing about, among other evils. too 
large a number of general and staff officers.' The Con-

I Cullum, Registn' 01 Mil Acad .• art." Meade." 
, Hunt, in BaJJlqs 11M uiJdvs, Ill, 258. 
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federates here were wiser. Lee faced Meade's seven corps 
with but three, and two hundred and ninety~three guns; 
but each Confederate corps was nearly or quite twice as 
large as a Union corps; divisions and brigades were In 

POSITION o~ ~EDBRAL AND CON~IiDIiRATa ARMIES, JUNB 30, 1863 
(P~~ .. \, <= Conf~""Ie, I ) 

the same relative proportion. The Army of the Potomac 
numbered 88,289 effectives; the Army of :-.lonhem Vir~ 
ginia, 75,000. ' 

Meade at once chose and caused to be surveyed a posi
tion on Pipe Creek, just south of the Maryland line, as a 
field suitable to be held should the enemy come that 
way. He marched, however, northwestward cautiously, 
his corps in touch but spread wide apart, ready for battle 
and protecting as ever the capital and cities of the eoast.l 
His especial reliance in this hour of need was John F. 
Reynolds, hand in hand with whom he had proceeded in 

I Livermore, N'I"'lw~! mid Loun, 'O~. 
, War Records, Serial No. 4J. pp. 104-119 (Report or Meade). 
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his career from the day when, as fellow-brigadiers. they 
repulsed A. P. Hill at Beaver Dam Creek. This man he 
trusted completely and loved much. He warmly ap
prove? Hooker's action in committing to Reynolds the 
left wmg nearest the enemy, made up of the First, Third, 
and Eleventh corps. This made Reynolds second in 
command. Meade, commandcr-in-chief, retained the cen
tre and right. So the armies hovered, each uncertain 
of the other's exact whereabouts. during the last days of 
June. 

On July 1St, thougr. Stuart for the moment was out of 
the campaign, the Federal cavalry was on hand. Bu
ford's division, thrown out from the Federal left, moved 
well forward north of the town 
of Gettysburg, and were met 
by Heth's division of Hill's 
co.rps. marching forward, it is 
said, with no more hostile pur. 
pose at. the time than that of 
getting shoes. ' Buford held his 
~i~e valiantly, being presently 
jomed by ReynOlds. The two, 
from the cupola of the sem-
. OPENING OF BArTLB o~ 
lnary near by. stud ied the pros· GltTTVSIIURG. JUI.Y , .8 A.lI. 

pect hurriedly. A stand must 
be made then and there, and the First Corps, close at 
hand, was presently in support of the bold horsemen 
who, dismounted, were with their carblnes blocking th~ 
advance of the host.ile infantry. 

The most irreparable and lamentable Joss of the entire 
battle now occurred at the vcry outset. Reynolds fell 
dead at the front, leaving the left di\'isions without a 
leader in the most critical hour. Heth's advance was 
roughly handled; one brigade was mostly captured. 
Doubleday nodding, with a pleasant "Good-morning, I 

1 F. H. Lee. Roberf E. Lee, ~10. 
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am glad to see you," to its commander, his old West Point 
chum Archer, as the latter was passed to lhe rear among 
the prisoners.' There were still other captures and much 
fighting; but Ewell was fast arriving by the roads from 
the north; and although Howard, with the Eleventh 
Corps, came up from the south at the same time, the 
heavier Confederate battalions could not be held. Bar
low thrown out far forward into Ewell's path, was at 
on~ badly wounded, whereupon his division was repulsed. 
The Eleventh Corps in general gave way before Ewell's 
rush rolling back disordered through the town, where 
larg~ numbers were captured. Fortunately, on the high 
crest of Cemetery Hill, Howard had stationed in reserve 
the division of Steinwehr, What broken brigades and 
regiments, fleeing through the town, could reach this 
point were forthwith rallied and reorganized. Thus, at 
mid-day of July 1st, things were hopeful for Lee. The 
First Corps, its flank exposed by the retirement of the 
Eleventh Corps. fell back fighting through Gettysburg to 
Cemetery Hill during the afternoon. Lee swept the 
Federals from the town and the fields and ridges beyond. 
Had Ewell stormed Cemetery Hill at once, Lee might 
have won a great success. . . 

One of the first marks of a capacity for leadership IS 

the power to choose men, and Meade now showed this 
conspicuously. He had lost ReynOlds, his main depend
ence. a loss that no doubt affected greatly the fortunes of 
the first day's battle; he replaced Reynolds with a young 
officer whom it was necessary to push over the heads of 
several seniors; but a beuer selection could not, have 
been made. Of the splendid captains whom the long 
agony of the Army of the Potomac was slowly evolving, 
probably the best as an all-round soldier. ~as Wi~fieJd 
Scott Hancock. Since his West Point train 109, fimshed 
in 1844,2 he had had wide and thorough military experi-

, Doubleday. Cha~,lUwl'ViU. and Gettysbllrg, 132. 
t Cullum, Register of .'\til. Acad .. art. "Hancoek," 
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ence, climbing laboriously [rom colonel to corps ~m
mander, winning out. from each grade to the next hlg~er 
through faithful and able service. He could deal With 
figures; was diligent. over papers and office drudgery; he 
was a patient drill-master-aU these, and at ibe same 
time so dashing and magnetic in the field that he early 
earned the title "The Superb.'" His vigor, moreover, 
was tempered by judgment. 

Hancock it was whom Meade now sent forward from 
Taneytown, thirteen miles away, when he was anxiously 
gathering in his host., to Jead the 
hard-pressed left wing; he was to 
judge whether the position should 
be held, as Reynolds had thought, 
or a retirement attempted toward 
the surveyed lines of Pipe Creek. 
The apparition on Cemetery Hill, 
just before four o'clOCk, July 1st, of 
Hancock upon his sweating charger, 
was equal to a reinforcement by an 
anny corps. Fugitives halted; frag
ments of formations were welded 
into proper battle-lines. In the re-

BIIGISN'NG OP 
INPANTRY ENGAQE_ 

MIINT.JULY I, IOA.M. 

spite given by Ewell, so ill-timed lor Lee, the shattered 
First and Eleventh corps found breathing-space and 
plucked up heart. At six o'clock they were joined by 
the Twelfth Corps, that of the steadfast Slocum. Han
cock, now feeling that t.here were troops enough for the 
present, and resolute leaders, galloped back to report to 
his chief. Upon his report Meade concentrated every
thing toward Cemetery Hill, the troops plodding through 
the moonlit night. Meade himself reached the field an 
hour past midnight, gaunt and hollow-eyed through want 
or sieep,1 but clear in mind and stout of heart. At dawn 

'Walker, Hancock, in -'Ifass. Mil. Hisl. SQ(' . Paf>"s, "Some 
Federal and Confederate Commanders." 49. 

I Doubleday, Chanc,llcrsvilh and Gellysbu'g, 156. 
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of July lid the Second Corps, at the head of which Gibbon 
had taken Hancock's place. and the Third Corps. Sickles. 
were at band. At noon arrived the Fifth, and soon after 
the Sixth, Sedgwick having marched his men thirty-four 
miles in eighteen hours. 

Two parallel ridges. their crests separated by an inter
val of not quite a mile, extend at Gettysburg north and 
south. The more westerly of these, called, from the 
Lutheran College there, Seminary Ridge, was the scene 
of the first attack on July tst, but on the second day 
became the main Confederate position. The eastern 
ridge, terminated at its northern end by the town ceme
tery, close to which Howard so fortunately stationed 
Steinwehr on the first day, became the Federal strong
hold. Cemetery Ridge was really shaped like a fishhook, 
its line curving eastward to the abrupt and wooded Culp's 

roSITlO:', JUJ.,Y t, J P.),!, 

Hill, the barb of the hook. At the curve the ridge was 
steep and rough with ledges and bowlders; as it ran 
southward its height diminished until, after a mile or so, 
it rose again into two marked elevations-Round Top, 
six hundred feet high, with a spur, Little Round Top, 
just north. 

On the morning of J uly lid the Federals lay along this 
3,6 
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ridge in order as follows: at the extreme right, on CuJp's 
Hill (the fishhook's barb), the Twelfth Corps, Slocum; at 
the bend, near the cemetery, the Eleventh Corps, How
ard, reinforced from other bodies: on their left the First, 
now under Newton, and the Second, Gibbon. The First 
and Second corps formed. as it were, the shank of the 
hook, which the Third, Sickles. was expected to prolong. 
The Fifth. on arriving, took place behind the Third; and 
the Sixth. when it appeared from the east. helped to make 
secure the trains and sent aid elsewhere. The convex 
rormation presently proved to be of incalculable value. 
enabling Meade to strengthen rapidly any threatened 
point. FroMing their foe, the Confederal.es lay in a 
parallel concave line. Ewell close at the curve and in the 
town, and A. P . Hill on Seminary Ridge; this line Long
street prolonged southward, his right flank opposed to 
Round Top. The concave formation was an embarrass
ment to Lee-no reinforcements could reach threatened 
points without making a wide circuit. 

When Meade, supposing that Sickles had prolonged 
with the Third Corps the southward-stretching line, re
viewed the field, he found the Third Corps thrown out far 
in advance, to the Emmittsburg road, which here passed 
along a dominating ridge; the break in the continuity of 
his line filled the general with alarm, but it was too late 
to change. Whether or not Sickles blundered will not 
be argued here. Meade condemned; other good au
thorities have approved, among them Sheridan, who re
garded as just Sickles' claim that the line marked out by 
Meade was untenable. I 

What happened here will presently be told. 
Lee, too, was out of harmony with Longstreet, his well

tried second; and the first matter in dispute was the ex
pediency of fighting at all at Gettysburg. When Long
street. coming from Chambersburg, took in the situation, 

I A tradition at Gettysbuflt· 
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he urged upon Lee, bent upon his battle, a turning of the 
Fcdcralleft as better strategy, by which the Confederates 
might interpose between Meade and Washington and 
compel Meade to make the attack. Longstreet held Lee 
to be perfect in defensive warfare; on the offensive, how
ever, he thought him "over-combative" and liable to 
rashness.' Lee rejected the advice wit.h a touch of irrita
tion; and when Longstreet, acquiescing, made a second 
suggestion-namely, for a tactical turning of the Federal 
left instead of a direct assault-Lee pronounced for the 
assault in a manner so peremptory that Longstreet could 
say no more. From first to last at Gettysburg, Long
street was ill at ease, in spite of which his blows fell like 
those from the hammer of a war-god. The friends of 
Lee have denounced him for a sluggishness and in
subordination that, as they claim, lost for them the 
battle.:! His defence of himself is earnest and pathet
ic, of great weight as coming from one of the most 
able and manful figures on either side in the Civil 
War. 

Of Longstreet's three divisions, only one, that of 
McLaws, was on hand with all its brigades on the fore
noon of July lid. At noon arrived Law, completing 
Hood's division. Pickett's division was still behind; 
but in mid-afternoon, without waiting for him, long
street attacked-Hood, with all possible energy. striking 
Sickles in his far-advanced position and working dan
gerously around his Rank toward the Round Tops. Long
street's generals, Hood and afterward Law (Hood falling 
wounded in the first attack), though men of courage and 
dash, assaulted only after having filed written protests, 
feeling sure that the position could be easily turned and 

'Mrs. Longstreet, l...:e aM umcstrcet at High TUk, 8l, 84. 
1 For criticisms by the friends of Lee, &ee Davis, Rile aPJd FaU 

of the Ctm/eci8rat. GOI.IeNI"Ient. II, 441: F. H. Lee, Rober' E. ue, 
299: William Allan, in Battks altd Leadns. Ill, l5S. Able and 
impartial is G. P. R. Henderson, Scinta. o/War, 280 et seq. 
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gained with little fight.ing. But. Lee had been peremp-
tory, and no choice was left.: . . 

Gouverneur K. Warren, then chlef-engmeer of the ~y 
of the Potomac, despatched by Meade to the left dunng 

POSITION, JULY lI, 11.30 P.Io!. 

the afternoon, found the Round Tops undefended. T~ey 
were plainly t.he key to the Federal position , offe~g 
points which, if seized by the enemy, would make pOSSible 
an enfilading of the Federal line. Troops of the Twelfth 

I lIood, Advance mJd Retreat, 57 et seq. 
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Corps, at first stationed there, had been withdrawn and 
their places not supplied. Thcre was not a moment to 
lose. Even as he stood. Warren beheld in the opposite 
woods the gleam of arms from Longstreet's swift advance. 
Leaping down from ledge to ledge. he met a brigade of 
the Fifth Corps. just arrived and marching to the aid of 
Sickles. These he diverted to the eyrie he had so lately 
left; a battery, too, was dragged up oyer the rocks. and 
none too soon. At that very moment the men of Hood 
charged out of the valley, and the height was held only 
by the most obstinate combat. 

From the valley, meantime, came up a tumult of &nIlS 

which, as the sun threw its rays aslant, spread wider 
and louder. Longstreet and A. P. Hill threw in upon 
the Third Corps every man available; while, on the other 
hand, Meade poured in to its support division after division 
from the Fifth, and at last from the Second and Twe1fth.' 
About six o'clock Sickles fell wounded; by sunset his line 
was everywhere forced back. though not in rout. By 
dusk the Confederates had mastered all resistance in the 
valley. But the line once reached which Meade had 
originally designed, running north from Litle Round 
Top to Cemetery Ridge. retreat went no farther. That 
line "' .. not crossed by foot of foe. When night fell the 
Round Tops were held finnly. while troops from the 
Sixth Corps guarded the Union left. Nearer the centre 
stood the Third and Fifth. much shattered but still de
fiant. In a way. what had happened was but a rectifica· 
tion of Meade's line: the Confederates. indeed. had won 
ground, but the losses they had inRicted were no more 
appalling than those they had received. 

Meantime. fighting no less determined and sanguinary 
bad taken place at the cemetery and Culp's Hill. Lee's 
plan contemplated a simultaneous attack at the north 
and south; but Ewell. at the north, was late in his 

1 Por Meade', good judgment aDd activity. __ Walker, ill 
/JG#Us alld Ltadns, 111. 406. 
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advance, and the intended effect of distracting. the 
Federals was wellnigh lost. The. Lo~aDl~ bngade 
dashed itself in vain against the heaght Just above the 
town. The Stonewall division fared better;. for, the 
Federal defenders being for the most part W1th~rawn. 
they seized intrenchments on Culp's Hill,. penetrating far 
-for Meade a most critical advance, stnce they came 
within thirty rods of the Baltimore turnpike. where lay 
his trains and reserve ammunition. The South has at· 
ways believed that, had Stonewall Jackson been there. 
the Federal rear would have been reached, and rout and 
capture made certain. . 

Por both sides it had been a day of terrible expenences, 
and for the Pederals the outlook was perhaps more gloomy 
than for tbeir foes. On each Rank the Confederates had 
gained an advantage. and Lee probably fe!t a .hopefulness 
which the circumstances did not really Justtfy. Meade 
gathered his generals at midnight in council. It was in 
a little room, but ten or twelve feet square. a group dust
covered and sweat-stained, the strong faces sternly ear
nest. Some sat on the bed; some stood; Warren, wounded. 
stretched out on the floor, was overcome by sleep. The~ 
was no vote but to fight it out on the morrow. In thIS 
Meade acquiesced, carefully planning for a retrea:, how
ever, should the need arise. To Gib~()n, com~dl,~g the 
Second Corps. placed between the wmgs. be &aJd: Your 
turn will come to·morrow. To-day he has struck the 
flanks; next. it will be the centre." I 

Lee was drawn on by the success of the first day.to 
fight again on the second; his success on the second m
duced him to try for the third time; but he had exhausted 
his good-fortune. At earliest dawn of Julf 3, .1863. be-
gan a wrestle for the possession of Culp s HilI. Ewell 
heavily reinforcing the Stonewall division which had 
won footing there the night before. and the Twelfth 

I Gibbon. in B~s alld Uod#rs, Ill. 313, 
:\2 1 



DECISIVE BATTLES OF AMERICA 

Corps as stubbornly struggling for the ground it had 
lost. It was a fight of six hours. in which the extreme 
northern wings of the two armies only were concerned. 
The Federals won, at a heavy sacrifice of life. 

Elsewhere the armies rested, an ominous silence at last 
reigning on the trampled and bloody field under the mid~ 

POSITIOS. JULY 3, IS TIIB BAR LV APT£RSOON 

day sun. Meade and his soldiers knew that it portended 
danger, and with a sure intuition the anny chief was 
watching with especial care the centre, as yet unassailed. 
On the, Con~ede~te side, the unhappy Longstreet, at 
odds with his chief as to the wisdom of the campaign 
from the start, and disapproving both its strategy and 
tactics, was now in deeper gloom than ever. Lee had 
determined to assault the Federal centre, and by a crue) 

3" 

GETTYSBURG 

tum of fate the blow must be struck by the reluctant 
Longstreet. Of the three great Confederate corps it 
was only in Longstreet's that. a force remained as yet un· 
....'Tung by the fearful agonies of the last two days. Pickett's 
division. solidly Virginian, and in the eyes of Lee a Tenth 
Legion in its valor, as yet had done nothing, and was to 
bear the brunt or the attack. "What troops do you de
sign for the assault?" Longstreet had asked. Lee, having 
indicated Pickett's division of fi\'e thousand, .... ;th auxili· 
ary divisions, making an entire number in the charging 
column of fifteen thousand, the Georgian burst out: .. I 
have been a soldier from the ground up. I have been 
with soldiers engaged in fights by couples, by squads, 
companies. regiments, armies, and should know as well 
as anyone what soldiers can do. It is my opinion that 
no fifteen thousand men ever arrayed (or battle can take 
that position." I 

But Lee was unmoved. Confident of success, he de
spatched Stuart, arrived at last after his raid, so long 
and futile, around beyond the Federal right. When the 
Union centre should be broken and Meadc thrown into 
retreat, Stuart was to seize its only practicable route for 
retreat, the Baltimore pike, and make the defeat decisive. 

Meade. meantime, had managcd warily and well. At 
his centre stood Hancock. his best lieutenant. There were 
massed the First and Second corps, with reserve troops at 
hand ready to pour in at the word, ..... ith batteries bearing 
upon front and flank, every approach guarded , every 
man and horse on the alert. The provost guards. and in 
the rear of all a regiment of cavalry, formed in line be· 
hind, had orders to shoot any faint·hearts who, in the 
crisis, should tum from the foe to Ace.' At one o'clock 
two signal·guns were heard on Seminary Ridge. upon 
which followed a terrible cannonade, appalling but only 
slightly harmful, for the waiting ranks found cover from 

1 Mn. Longstreet, Ln and Lo"cs/reel a/ High Tid., 48. 
1 Pennypacker, MciUh, 194, 

3'3 



DECISIVE BAT1'LES OF AMERICA 

the missiles. Feeling sure that this was a prelude to 
something more serious, the Federal chief relaxed his fire 
to spare his ammunition. It was understood on the 
other side that the Federal guns were silenced; and that 
moment having been appointed as the time for the onset, 
Pickett inquired of Longstreet if he should go forward. 
Longstreet. convinced that the charge must fail. made 
no reply. though the question was repeated. "I shall go 
forward," said Pickett, to which his general bowed his 
head. Instantly was heard the footbeat of the fifteen 
thousand, and the heavy-hearted Longstreet. mounting 
his horse, rode out to behold the sacrifice. He has re
corded that the column passed him down the slope high
hearted. buoyant. hopeful, Pickett riding gracefully, like 
a holiday soldier, with cap set jauntily on his long, au
burn locks. I 

The silence of the Federal guns had been for a purpose. 
As Pickett's men appeared there was a sudden reopening 
of their tumult; a deadly sequence from round-shot to 
canister, and thence to the Mini~-balls of the infantry. 
The defenders now saw before them, as they peered 
through the battle smoke from their shelter, a solid wedge 
of men, the division of Pickett, flanked by masses on the 
right and left commanded by Pettigrew and Wilcox. 
The column approacbed, and visibly melted away. Of 
Pickett's commanders of brigades everyone went down, 
and their men lay literally in heaps beside them. 

"A thousand fell where Kemper led; 
A thousand died where Garnett bled; 
In blinding flame and strangling smoke 
The remnant through the batteries broke, 
And crossed the line with Annistead." 

A hundred or so, led by Annistead, his cap held aloft on 
his sword-point, actually penetrated the Federal line and 

, Longstreet, Manassas 10 AppotHatlox, J85 tot seq. 
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reached the" clump of trees" just beyond, holding for a 
few moments a battery. Pettigrew and Trimble, just 
north, struggled also for a Cooting. But the foothold 
was only {or a moment; on (ront and flank the Fed
erals converged. and the tide rolled slowly and heav
ily rearward. For the South all hope of victory was 
gone. 

As the broken and diminished multitude fell back to 
Seminary Ridge, Lee rode out to meet them. He was 
alone. his staff being all absent. in that supreme moment, 
on desperate errands. His face was calm and resolute, 
his voice confident but sympathetic as he exclaimed. "It 
was all my fault; now help me to do what 1 can to save 
what is left." It casts a light on his character that even 
in that hour he chided a young officer near for chastising 
his horse: "Don't whip him, captain. I've got just such 
another foolish horse myself. and whipping does no good." I 

Longstreet declares Lee said again that night, about the 
bivouac-fire: "It was all my fault. You ought not to 
have made that last attack"; and that still again Lee 
wrote to him at a later time ... If 1 had only taken your 
advice, even on the 3d, and moved around the Federal 
left, how different aU might have been!" I 

Longstreet also records that he fully expected a counter
stroke at once, and looked to his batteries, only to find the 
ammunition exhausted; but they were his only reliance 
for defence. The Fedeml cavalry. at that moment at
tacking his right, occupied troops who might otherwise 
have been brought to the centre. 

Should there have been a counter-stroke? Hancock, 
lying wounded almost to death in an ambulance, reasoned 
that, because he had been struck by a tenpenny nail, the 
Confederate ammunition must be exhausted; he had 
strength to dictate an approval if the charge should be 

I Fremantle. Thre. Mcmths tHo tit, SoutluwHo Sto~$. 274 et seq. 
Confinned to the writer by General E. P . Ale:undef. who heard 
the rebuke. I Batties (JIUI lA/ldns, III, 349. 

325 ' 



DECISIVE BATTLES OF AMERICA 

ordered.' Lincoln always felt that it should have been 
~ade, and lamented that he did not go to Gettysburg 
himself and push matters on the field, as the crisis re
quired.' We can surmise what Grant would have done 
had. be instead of Meade, as the sun lowered, looked across 
the valley from Cemetery Ridge. But the case may be 
put strongly for Meade: with his best lieutenants dead 
or wounded, worn out himself, whom else could he trust? 
And, in the disorder of his line, how could he tell bow 
far his own anny had been shattered in the desperate 
fights, or what was Lcc's condition? It was only prudent 
to let well enough alone. Nevertheless, a little of such 
i~pTUdence as his adversary was constantly showing 
nught perhaps have led to Lee's complete destruction.' 
~uring the three fearful days the Federals had lost 3155 
killed, 14,529 wounded, 5365 missing-a total of about 
23,000; the Confederates, 3903 killed, 18,135 wounded. 
5425 missing-a total of about 28,000.4 

As it was, Lee stood defiantly on Seminary Ridge full 
twenty-four hours longer. Then, gathering his anny 
a~ut him, and ca1ling in the cavalry which. during 
Pickett's charge, was receiving severe punishment on its 
own account at the hands of Gregg and his division he 
IIlowly withdrew. Practically undisturbed. he cro~ed 
the Potomac, followed with great deliberation by the anny 
that had conquered but failed to crush. 

Lincoln's disappointment was never greater than over 
the lame outcome of Gettysburg. "We had them within 
our grasp," he cried. "We had only to stretch forth our 
hands and they were ours, and nothing I could say or do 

'Committee on Conduct or the War, Report, pt. i (186':-1865). 
408 et seq. 

t Nicolay and Hay, Abraha", Lirt<:ol,., VI[. 278. 
I Pot a minute diacuaion of Meade', management, and much 

testimony, tee Committee on Conduct. of the War, R*pqrl, pt. i 
(1864-1 865), '95-5'4. 

• Liftnnore, N~s oNd LolMS, 102. 
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could make the anny move. Our anny held the War in 
the hollow of their hand and they would not close it." 
The honor that fell to Meade for his splendid service was 
deserved. While the criticism was violent he asked to 
be relieved, But the better nature of the North made 
itself evident at last, and he was retained. It was felt 
that he had served his country most nobly, and, though 
possibly falling short of the highest, deserved to be for
ever cherished among the immortals. 

SYNOPSIS OF THE 'PRINCIPAL EVENTS. CHIEFLY 
IoIILITARY. BETWEEN THE BATTLES OF 

GETTYSBURG AND VICKSBURG. 1863. 
AND APPOMATTOX. 1865 

1863, Surrender of Port Hudson, Conscription riots 
in New York. The Confederate cavalry leader, Genera1 
Morgan, makes a raid into Indiana. Confederate vic
tory at Chickamauga, Federal victories of Chattanooga, 
Lookout Mountain, and Missionary Ridge. Admission 
of Nevada into the Union, The Archduke Maximilian, 
of Austria, lands at Vera Cruz and assumes the crown of 
Mexico, with the support of French troops. 

1864. The Red River expedition. Grant supersedes 
Halleck as comrnander-in-chief of the Federal annies. 
Stonning of Fort Pillow by the Confederates, General 
Sherman begins his march on Atlanta. Battle of the 
Wilderness. Battle of Spottsylvania Court-house, Sec
ond battle of Cold Harbor. Siege of Petersburg. Sink
ing of the Confederate cruiser Alabama by the Kt:arsar, •. 
Confederate raid into Maryland and Pennsylvania. 
Federal naval victory of Mobile Bay. The Federals 
occupy Atlanta. Battle of Winchester and Cedar Creek. 
Abraham Lincoln re-elected President. Federal occupa
tion of Savannah, 

1865. The Federals capture Fort Fisher. General Sher-
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man occupies Charleston. Organization of the Freed
men's Bureau. Battle of Five Forks. Occupation of 
Petersburg and Richmond by the Federals, April 3rd. 
Surrender of General Lee at Appomattox Court-House, 
Apri19th. Assassination of Abraham Lincoln, April 14th. 
Andrew Johnson succeeds to the Presidency. Capture of 
Jefferson Davis in Georgia. End of the Civil War. 
Proclamation of amnesty. The Thirteenth Amendment, 
abolishing slavery in the United States, becomes a part 
of the Constitution. 

. 
" 

xx 
THE LAST SCENE-APPOMATTOX, 1865 

WHEN, on the night of the 8th of April, 1865, the 
cavalry corps of the Army of the Potomac reached 

the two or three little Ilouses that made up the settlement 
at Appomattox Depot-the station on the South-side 
Railroad that connects Appomattox Court-house with 
the travelling world- it must have been nearly or quite 
dark. At about nine o'clock or half-past, while standing 
near the door of one of the houses, it occurred to me that 
it might be well to try and get- a clearer idea of our im
mediate surroundings, as it was not impossible that we 
might have hot work here or ncar here before the next 
day fairly dawned upon us. 

My "striker" had just left me with instructions to 
have my horse fed, groomed, and saddled before daylight. 
As he turned to go he paused and put this question, "Do 
you think, Colonel, that we'll get General Lee's army 
to-morrow 1" 

., I don't know." was my reply; "but we will have some 
savage fighting if we don't." 

As the sturdy young soldier sa.id "Good-night, sir," 
and waJked away, I knew that if the enlisted men of our 
army could forecast the coming of the end so plainly, 
there was little hope of the escape of the Army of Northern 
Virginia. 

I walked up the road a short distance, and looked care
fully about me to take my bearings. It was a mild spring 
night, with a cloudy sky, and the soft, mellow smell of 
earthiness in the atmosphere that not infrequentlY par-
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tends rain. If rain came, then it might retard the arrival 
of our infantry, which I knew General Sheridan was most 
anxious should reach us at the earliest possible moment. 
A short distance from where I stood was the encampment 
of our headquarters escort, with its orderlies, grooms, 
officers' servants, and horses. Just beyond it could be 
seen the dying camp-fires of a cavalry regiment, lying 
close in to cavalry corps headquarters. This regiment 
was in charge of between six and eight hundred prisoners, 
who had fallen into our hands just at dark, as Generals 
Custer and Devin, at the head of their respective cavalry 
commands, bad charged into the station and captured 
four railway trains of commissariat supplies. which had 
been sent here to await the arrival of the Confederate 
army, together with t.wenty-six pieces of artillery. For 
a few moments tbe artillery had greatly surprised and 
astonished us, for its presence was entirely unexpected, 
and as it suddenly opened on the charging columns of 
cavalry it looked for a short time as t.hough we might 
have all unwittingly fallen upon a division of infantry. 
However, it turned out otherwise. Our cavalry, after 
the first recoil, boldly charged in among the batteries, 
and the gunners, being without adequate support, sensibly 
surrendered. The whole affair was for us a most gratify
ing termination of a long day's ride, as it must have 
proved later on a bitter disappointment to the weary and 
bungry Confederates pressing forward [rom Petersburg 
and Richmond in the vain hope of escape rrom the 
Federal troops, who were straining' every nerve to over
take them and compel a surrender. To-night the cavalry 
corps was in their front and squarely across the road to 
Lynchburg, and it was reasonably certain, should our 
infantry get up in time on the morrow, that the almost 
ceaseless marching and fighting of the last ten days 
were to attain their legitimate result in the capitulation 
of General Lee's army. 

As I stood there in the dark thinking over the work 
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of the twelve preceding days, it was borne in upon ~e 
with startling emphasis that to-morrow's sun would nse 
big with the fate of the Southern Confederacy. 

Just before daylight on the morning of the 9th of 
April, I sat down to a cup of coffee, b~t had bardly be
gun to drink it. when 1 heard the onunous sound of a 
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scattering skinnish fire. apparently in the direction of 
Appomattox Court-house. Hastily swallowing what re
mained of the coffee, I reported to General Sheridan, who 
directed me to go to the front at once. Springing into 
the saddle. I galloped up the road, my heart being greatly 
lightened by a glimpse of h'o or three infantrymen stand
ing near a camp-fire close by the depot~onvincing proof 
that OUT hoped-for reinforcements were within supporting 
distance. 

It was barely daylight as ] sped along. but before I 
reached the cavalry brigade of Colonel C. H. Smith, that 
held the main road between Appomattox Court-house 
and Lynchburg, a distance of about two miles northeast 
from Appomattox Depot, the enemy had advanced to 
the attack. and the battle had opened. When ordered 
into position late the preceding night, Colonel Smith had 
felt his way in the dark as closely as possible to Appo
mattox Court-house, and at or near midnight had halted 
on a ridge, on which he had thrown up a breastwork of 
rails. This be occupied by dilmounting his brigade, and 
also with a section o( hone-artillery, at the same timc 
protecting both his flanks by a small mounted force. As 
the enemy advanced to the attack in the dim light of 
early dawn he could not see the led hones o( OUT cavalry. 
which had been sent well to the rear, and was evidently 
at a loss to determine what was in his (ront. The result 
was that after the first attack he fell back to get his artil
lery in position. and to form a strong assaulting colwnn 
against what must ha"e seemed to him a line of infantry. 
This was most fortunate for us, for by the time he again 
advanced in full force. and compelled the dismounted 
cavalry to slowly fall back by weight of numbeR. our in
fantry was hurrying forward from Appomattox Depot 
(which place it had reached at four o'clock in the mom
ing), and we had gained many precious minutes. At 
this time most of our cavalry was fighting diamounted . 
atubbomly retiring. But the Confederates at last. real· 
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ized 'that there was nothing but a brigade of dismounted 
cavalry and a few batteries of horse-artillery in their 
immediate front. and pushed forward grim1y and de
terminedly. driving the dismounted troopen slowly 
ahead of them. 

I had gone to the left of the road, and was in a piece 
of woods with some of our cavalrymen (wbo by this time 
had been ordered to fall back to their horses and give 
place to our infantry, which was then coming up). when 
a couple of rounds of canister tore through tbe branches 
~ust ov~ my, head. Riding back to the edge of the woods 
In the. dl~l:ion (rom which the shots came, I (ound my
s.etf Wlt~ long pistol r~ge of a section of a battery o( 
bght artdlery. It was In position near a country road 
that came out of another piece of woods about two hun
dred yards in its reat, and was pouring a rapid fire into 
the woods from which I had jU5t emerged. As 1 sat on 
my bone quietly watching it from behind a rail fence 
the lieutenant commanding the pieces saw me. and. ridin~ 
out for a hundred yards or more toward where 1 was 
proceeded to cover me with his revolver. We lired w: 
gether-a miss on both aides. The second sbot was un
comfortably close. so far .. I was concerned but as I took 
deliberate aim for the third shot I became 'aware that in 
some way his pistol was disabled; for using both handa 
and all his strength I saw that he could not cock it. [ 
had him covered, and had he turned I think t should 
have~. He did nothing of the sort. Apparently 
acceptmg his fate. he laid his tevoh'er across the pommel 
of his saddle, frooted me quietly and coolly, and looked 
me steadily in the face. The whole thing had been 
something in the nature of a duel, and [ felt that to lire 
under the circumstances savored too much of murder. 
Besides, I knew that at a word from him the guns would 
have been trained on me where] sat. He, too. seemed 
to appreciate the fact that it was an individual fight. and 
manfully and gallantly forbore to call for aid; 80. lowering 
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and uncocking my pistol, [ replaced it in my holster. and 
shook my fist at him, which action he cordially recipro
cated, and then, turning away, [ rode back into the 
woods. 

About this time the enemy's artillery ceased firing, and 
I again rode rapidly to the edge of the woods. just in time 
to see the guns limber up and retire down the wood road 
from which they had come. The lieutenant in command 
saw me and stopped. We simultaneously uncovered, 
waved our hats to each other, and bowed. I have always 
thought he was one of the bravest men I ever faced. 

I rode back again. passing through our infantry line, 
intending to go to the left and find the cavalry, which I 
knew would be on the flank somewhere. Suddenly I be
came conscious that firing had ceased along the whole 
line. 

I had not ridden more than a hundred yards when [ 
heard some one calling my name. Turning, r saw one of 
the headquarters aides, who came galloping up, stating 
that he had been hunting for me for the last fifteen min
utes, and that General Sheridan wished me to report to 
him at once. ] followed him rapidly to the right on the 
wood path in the direction from which he had come. 

As soon as I could get abreast of him I asked if he 
knew what the general wanted me for. 

Tuming in his saddle. with hi~ eyes fairly ablaze, he 
said: "Why. don't you know? A white flag." 

All I could say was, "Really?" 
He answered by a nod; and then we leaned toward 

each other and shook hands; but nothing else was said. 
A few moments more and we were out of the woods in 

the open fields. I saw the long line of btlttle of the 
Fifth Army Corps halted, the men standing at rest, the 
standards being held butt on earth, and the Rags Boating 
out languidly on the spring breeze. As we passed them I 
noticed that the officers had generally grouped them
selves in front of the centre of their regiments, sword in 
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hand, and were conversing in low tones. The men were 
leaning wearily on their rifles, in the position of parade 
rest. All were anxiously looking to the front. in the 
direction toward which the enemy's line had withdrawn. 
for the Confederates had fallen back into a little swale 
or valley beyond Appomattox Court-house, and were 
not then visible from this part of our line. 

\V e soon came up to General Sheridan and his staff. 
They were dismounted, sitting on the grass by the side 
of a broad country road that led to the Court-house. This 
was about one or two hundred yards distant, and, as we 
afterward found, consisted of the court·house, a small 
tavern, and eight or ten houses, all situated on this same 
road or street. 

Conversation was carried on in a low tone, and 1 was 
told of the blunder of one of the Confederate regiments 
in firing on the general and staff after the flag of truce 
had been accepted. . I also heard that General Lee was 
then up at the little village awaiting the arrival of General 
Grant, to whom he had sent a note, through General 
Sheridan, requesting a meeting to arrange terms of sur
render. Colonel Newhall, of our headquarters staff, had 
been despatched in search of General Grant. and might 
be expected up at almost any moment. 

It was, perhaps, something more than an bour and a 
half later, to the best of my recollection, that General 
Grant, accompanied by Colonel Newhall, and followed 
by his staff, came rapidly riding up to where we were 
standing by the side of the road, for we had all risen at 
his approach. When within a few yards of us he drew 
rein, and halted in front of General Sheridan, acknowl
edged our salute, and then, leaning slightly forward in 
his saddle, said, in his usual quiet tone, "Good·morning, 
Sheridan; how are you?" 

.. First-rate, thank you, General," was the reply. 
"How are you?" 

General Grant nodded in return, and said, "Is Gen· 
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eral Lee up there1" indicating the court - house by a 
glance. 

"Yes," was the response, "he's there." And then 
followed something about the Confederate Army, but I 
did not clearly catch the import of the sentence. 

"Very well, then," said General Grant ... Let's go up." 
General Sheridan, together with a few selected officers 

of his staff. mounted and joined General Grant and staff. 
Together they rode to Mr. McLean 's house, a plain two
story brick residence in the village, to which General Lee 
bad already repaired, and where he was known to be 
awaiting General Grant's arrival. Dismounting at the 
gate, the whole party crossed the yard. and the senior 
officers present went up onto the porch which prutected 
the front of the house. It extended nearly across the 
entire bouse and was railed in, except where five or six 
steps led up the centre opposite the front door, which was 
flanked by two small wooden benches, placed close against 
the house on either side of the entrance. The door 
opened into a hall that ran the entire length of the bouse, 
and on either side of it was a single room \\ith a window 
in each end of it, and two doors, one at the front and 
one at the rear of each of the rooms, opening on the hall. 
The room to the left, as you entered, was the parlor, and 
it was in this room that General Lee was awaiting General 
Grant's arrival. 

As General Grant stepped onto the porch he was met 
by Colonel Balx:ock, of his staff, who had in the morning 
been sent forward \\ith a message to General Lee. He 
had found him resting at the side of the road, and had 
accompanied him to Mr. McLean's house. 

General Grant went into the house, accompanied by 
General Rawlins, his chief of staff; General Seth Williams, 
his adjutant-general; General Rufus Ingalls, his quarter
master-general: and his two aides, General Horace Porter 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Babcock. After a little time Gen
eral Sheridan: General M. R. Morgan, General Grant's 
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chief commissary; Lieutenant-Colonel Ely Parker, his 
military secretary; Lieutenant-Colonel T. S. B~wers, one 
of his assistant adjutant-generals; and CaptalD Robert 
T. Lincoln and Adam Badeau. aides-de-camp. went into 
the house at General Grant's express invitation, sent out, 
I believe, through Colonel Babcock, who carne to the 
hall-door for the purpose, and they were, I was after
ward told, formally presented to General Lee. After a 
lapse of a few more minutes <:luite a number ~f these 
officers, including General Shendan, came out Into the 
hall and onto the porch, leaving General Grant and 
General Lee, Generals Rawlins. Ingalls. Seth Williams, 
and Porter, and Lieutenant·Colonels Babcock, Ely Par
ker, and Bowers, together with Colonel Marshall, of 
General Lee's staff, in the room, while the terms of the 
surrender were finally agreed upon and formally signed. 
These were the only officers. therefore, who were actually 
present at the official surrender of the Army of Northern 
Virginia. 

After quite a length of time Colonel Babcock came to 
the door again, opened it, and glanced out. As he did 
so he placed his forage-cap on one finger, twirled it 
around, and nodded to us all, as much as to say, "It's all 
settled." and said something in a low tone to General 
Sheridan. Then they, accompanied by General E. O. C. 
Oni. the commanding-general of the Army of the James. 
who had just ridden up to the house, entered the house 
together, the hal1-door partly closed again after them, 
leaving quite a number of us staff-officers upon the porch. 

While the conference between Generals Grant and Lee 
was still in progress, Generals Merritt and Custer, of the 
Cavalry Corps. and several of the infantry geneTais, to
gether with the rest of General Sheridan's staff-officers, 
came into the yard, and some of them came up on the 
porch~ Colonel Babcock came out onc.e mO,re, and .Gen
eral Merritt went back to the room WIth him at hiS reo
quest; but most, if not all, of the infantry generals left 
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us and went back to their respective commands while 
the conference was still in progress and before it ended. 

Just to the right of t.he house, as we faced it on enter
ing, stood a soldierly looking orderly in a tattered gray 
uniform, holding three horses-one a fairly well-bred
looking gray, in good heart, though thin in flesh, which. 
from the accoutrements, I concluded belonged to Gen
eral Lee; the others, a thoroughbred bay and a fairly 
good brown, were Wldoubtedly those of the staff-officer 
who had accompanied General Lee and of the orderly 
himself. He 'was evidently a sensible soldier, too, for 
as he held the bridles he baited the animals on the young 
grass, and they ate as t.hough they needed all they had 
a chance to pick up. 

I cannot say exactly how long the conference between 
Generals Grant and Lee lasted, but after quite a while, 
certainly more than two hours, J became aware from the 
movement of chairs "';thin that it was about to break 
up. I had been sitting on the top step of the porch, 
writing in my field note-book, but I closed it at once. 
and. stepping back on the porch, leaned against the rail
ing nearly opposite and to the left of the door. and ex
pectantly waited. As J did so t.he inner door alo", .. ly 
opened. and General Lee stood before me. As he paused 
for a few seconds, framed in by the doorway, ere he slow
ly and deliberately stepped out upon the porch. J took 
my first and last look at the great Confederate chieftain. 
This is ""hat I saw: A finely formed man. apparently 
about sixty >'ears of age, well above t.he average height, 
,,-ith a clear, ruddy complexion-just then suffused by 
a deep - crimson flush that, rising from his neck, over
spread his face and even slightly tinged his broad fore
head. which. bronzed where it had been exposed to the 
weather. was clear and beautifully white where it had 
been shielded by his hat-deep-brown eyes, a finn but 
well-shaped Roman nose, abundant gray hair, silky and 
fine in texture, with a full gray beard and mustache. 
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neatly trimmed and not over-long, but which, never
thelcss, almost completely concealed his mouth. A 
splendid uniform of Confederate gray cloth, that had 
evidently seen but 1it.t1e service, was closely buttoned 
about him and fitted him to perfection. An exquisitely 
mounted sword, attached to a gold-embroidered Russia
leather belt.. trailed loosely on the floor at his side. and 
in his right hand he carried a broad-brimmed, soft. gray 
felt bat, encircled by a golden cord, while in his leh he 
held a pair of buckskin gauntlets. Booted and spurred, 
,till vigorous and erect, he st.ood bareheaded, looking out 
of tbe open doorway, sad-faced and weary-~ soldier and 
a gentleman. bearing himself in defeat with an atl-uncon
scious dignity that sat well upon him. 

The moment the open door revealed the Confederate 
commander, each officer present sprang to his feet, and 
&I General Lee stepped out onto the porch every hand 
was raised in military salute. Placing his hat on his 
h(.&(l, he mechanically but couneously returned it. and 
slowly crossed the porch to the head of the steps leading 
down to the yard, meanwhile keeping his eyes intently 
fixed in the direction of the little valley over beyond the 
Court-bouse in which bis army lay. Here he paused 
and slowly drew on his gauntlets, smiting his glo\ed 
bands into each other several times after doing so, e,·i
dentl)' utterly oblivious of his surroundings. Then, ap
parently recalling his thoughts. he glanced deliberately 
right and left, and, not. seeing his horse, he called, in a 
hoarse, half-choked "uice. ·'Orderly! Orderlyl" 

,. Here, General. herer· was the quick response. The 
alert young soldier was holding the generars horse near 
the side of the housc. lie had taken out the bit, slipped 
the bridle over the hon;e's neck. and the wiry gray wu 
eagerly grazing on the fresh young grass about him. 

Descending the stcps, the general passed to the left 
of the house and stood in front of his horse's head while 
he was being bridled. As the orderly was buckling the 
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throat-latch, the general reached up and drew the fore
lock out from under the brow-band, parted and smoothed 
it, and then gently patted the gray charger's forehead in 
an absent-minded way, as one who loves horses but 
whose thoughts are far away might. all unwittingly do. 
Then, as the orderly stepped aside, he caught up the 
bridle-reins in his left hand, and, seizing the pommel of 
the saddle with the same hand, he caught up the slack 
of the reins in his right hand, nnd placing it on the cantle 
he put his foot in the stirrup and swung himself slowly 
and wearily, but nevertheless firmly, into the saddle (the 
old dragoon mount), letting his right hand rest for an 
instant or two aD the pommel as he settled into his seat, 
and as he did so there broke unguardedly from his lips a 
long, low, deep sigh, almost a groan in its intensity, while 
the flush on his neck and face seemed, if possible, to take 
on a little deeper hue. 

Shortly after General Lee passed down the steps he 
was followed by an erect, slightly built, soldierly looking 
officer, in a neat but somewhat worn gray uniform, a 
man with an anxious and thoughtful face, wearing spec
tacles, who glanced neither to the right nor left, keeping 
his eyes straight before him. Notwithstanding this, I 
doubt if he missed anything within the range of his vision. 
This officer, I was afterward told, was Colonel Marshall, 
one of the Confederate adjutants-general, the member of 
General Lee's staff whom he had selected to accompany 
him. 

As soon as the colonel had mounted, General Lee drew 
up his reins, and. with the colonel riding on his left and 
followed. by the orderly, moved at a slow walk across the 
yard toward the gate. 

Just as they started, General Grant came out of the 
house, crossed the porch, and passed down the steps into 
the yard. A~ this time he was nearly forty-two years of 
age, of middle height. not over-weighted with flesh, but. 
nevertheless, stockily and sturdily built, with light com-
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plexion. mild, gray-blue eyes, finely formed Grecian nose, 
an iron-willed mouth, brown hair, full bro"lIl benrd with 
a tendency toward red rather than black, and in his 
manner and all his movements there was a strength of 
purpose, a personal poise, and a. cool. quiet air of dignity, 
decision, and soldierly confidence that were very good 
to see. On this occasion he wore a plain blue army 
blouse. with shoulder-straps set with three silver stars 
equidistant, designating his rank as lieutenant general 
commanding the armiea of the United States; it was un
buttoned. showing a blue military vest, over which and 
under his blouse was buckled a belt, but he was without 
a sword. His trousers were dark blue and tucked into 
top-boots, which were without spurs, but heavily splashed 
with mud. for, once he knew that General Lee was waiting 
for him at Appomattox Court-house. he had ridden rapid
ly across the country, over road and field and through 
woods. to meet him. He wore a peculiar. stiff-brimmed. 
sugar-loaf-crowned, campaign hat of black felt, and his 
unifonn was partly covered by a light-weight, dark-blue. 
waterproof. semi-military cloak, with a full cape. unbut
toned and thrown back, showing the front of his unifonn, 
for while the day had developed into wann. bright, and 
beautifully sunny weather, the early morning had. been 
damp. slightly foggy, and presaged rain. 

As he reached the foot of the steps and started across 
the yard to the fence where. inside the gate. the orderlies 
were holding his horse and those of several of his staff
officers. General Lee. on his way to the gate. rode across 
his path. Stopping suddenly. General Grant looked up. 
and both generals simultaneously raised their hands in 
military salute. After General Lee had passed , General 
Grant crossed the yard and sprang lightly and quickly 
into his saddle. He was riding his splendid bay horse 
Cincinnati, and it would have been difficult to find a 
firmer seat, a lighter hand. or a better rider in either anny. 

As he was about to go out of the gate he halted. turned 
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his horse, and rode at a walk toward the porch oC the 
house, where, among others, stood General Sheridan and 
myself. Stopping in front of the general, he said, "Sheri
dan. where will you make your headquarters to-night?" 

"Here, or near here; right here in this yard, probably," 
was the reply. 

"Very well, then; I'll know where to find you in case 
I wish to communicate. Good-dav." 

"Good-day, General," was the ;esponse. and with a 
military salute General Grant turned and rode away. 

As be rode forward and halted at the porch to make 
this inquiry, I had my ,,;shed-for opportunity, but my 
eyes sought his face in vain for any indication of what 
was passing in his mind. Whatever may have been 
there, as Colonel Newhall has well written, "not a muscle 
of his face told tales on his thoughts"; and if he felt any 
elation. neither his voice. features. nor his eyes betrayed 
it. Once out of tJte gate, General Grant, followed by his 
stafT, turned to the left and moved off at a rapid trot. 

General Lcc continued on his way toward his army 
at a walk. to be received by his devoted troops with 
cheers and tears. and to sit down and pen a farewell order 
that, to this day, no old soldier of the Army of Northern 
Virginia can read without moistening eyes and swelling 
throat. 

General Grant, on his way to his field headquarters on 
this eventful Sunday evening. dismounted, sal quietly 
down by the roadside, and wrote a short and simple de
spatch, which a galloping aide bore at full speed to the 
nearest telegraph station. On its reception in the nation's 
capital this despatch was flashed over the l\;res to every 
hamlet in the country, causing every steeple in thc 
North to rock to its foundation. and sending one tall. 
gaunt. sad-eyed, weary-hearted man in Washington to 
his knees. thanking God that he had lived to see the 
beginning of the end, and that he had at last been vouch
safed the assurance that he had led his people aright. 
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SYNOPSIS OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS. CHIEFLY 
MILITARY. BETWEEN APPOMATTOX .• 865. 

AND THE BATTLES OF MANILA BAY 
AND SANTIAGO DE CUBA, 1898 

1866. The Civil Rights Bill is passed over President 
Johnson's veto. Adoption of the Fourteenth Amend
ment granting political rights to the negro. (This amend
ment . was proclaimed. part of the Constitution in 1868.) 
Successful establishment of ocean telegraphy between 
Europe and America. Fenian raid into Canada. 

1867. Admission of Nebraska into the Union. Passage 
of the Reconstruction Act. Purchase of Alaska from 
Russia. Dominion of Canada constituted. Maximilian, 
abandoned by the French in Mexico, is captured and 
shot. 

t8~8. lmpeachmcnt and trial of President Johnson. 
The Impeachment fails. Ulysses S. Grant elected Presi
dent. Outbreak of Cuban insurrection. 
. 1869. Adoption of the Fifteenth Amendment prohibit
Ing the States from denying the right to vote to any citi
zen of the United States on account of race or color. 
(This amendment was proclaimed a part of the Constitu
tion in 1870.) Completion of the Pacific Railway. 

1870. Completion of reconstruction in the Southern 
States. Death of Lee and Farragut. 

18p. Treaty of Washington for the settlement of the 
"Alabama" Claims. Great Fire in Chicago. Hall's Arctic 
Expedition reaches lat. 82:1 16'. 

1872 . The Geneva Tribunal makes an award to the 
United States on account of the "Alabama" Claims. 
The ~mperor of Gennany decides San Juan boundary 
question. Ulysses S. Grant re-elected President. Out
break of the Modoc War. 

1873. Surrender of the Modocs. Capture of the Arneri-
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can steamer VirgittiNS by a Spanish gunboat. Surrender 
of the Virgi"itu. Financial Panic. 

1874. President Grant vetoes Inflation Bill. Race riots 
in the Southern States. 

187S. Supplementary Civil Rights Bill passed. 
1876. The Custer Massacre by the Sioux Indians. 

Admission of Colorado into the Union. Disputed Presi
dentiaJ Election (Hayes, Republican, and Tilden. 
Democrat). The Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia. 
Invention of the Telephone. 

18n. The Electoral Commission a.wards the Presidency 
to Rutherford B. Hayes. Great Labor Strike throughout 
the United States. Campaign against the Xez Perce 
Indians. 

1878. End of the Ten Years' War inCuha. China sends 
a minister to WashingtOn for the first time. 

1879. Resumption of Specie Payment in the United 
States. . 

1880. James A. Garfield elected President. Treaty 
with China relative to the restriction of Chinese Immi· 
gration. 

1881. Assassination of James A. Garfield. Chester A. 
Arthur succeeds to the Presidency. Construction of the 
Panama Canal begun by the French. 

.882. Verdict in the Star Route case. 
1883. Passage of the Civil Service Bill. Xorthern 

Pacific Railroad opened. 
ISS •. Grover Cleveland elected President. 
188S. United States government guarantees transit 

across Isthmus of Panama threatened by insurgents. and 
enforces this with troops. 

1886, Extensive Labor Strikes in the United States. 
The .. Haymarket" Anarchists' riot at Chicago. Earth
quake at Charleston. Anti--Chincse riots in Seattle, Rail· 
road riots in the West.. United States troops ordered to 
St. Louis. Act passed to increase navy . 

• 837. Interstate eomm .... Bill pused. Ceotennial Cel
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ebration of the Constitution. Execution of the Chicago 
.. Haymarket" Anarchists. Blizzard throughout the 
northwestern section of the United States. 

1888. Blizzard in the East. Benjamin Harrison elected 
President. Dakota divided into North and South Dakota.. 

1889. Wreck of t.he U. S. steamers Trenttm, Vandalia, 
and Nipsic at the Samoan Islands. The tenitory of 
Oklahoma opened for settlement. Flood at Johnstown. 
Pennsylvania. Centennial celebration of Washington's 
inauguration. Admission of North and South Dakota 
into the Union; also of Monlana and Washington. De
partment of Agriculture created. 

1890. The McKinley Tariff BiU passed. Admission of 
Wyoming into the Union. The Monnon Church formaUy 
abandons Polygamy. 

1891. The Pine Ridge Indian outbreak. Seizure of the 
Chilian insurgent steamer ftala, Assault upon saiIon 
of the U. S. Cruiser Baltimore at Valparaiso. 

1892. An Ultimatum submitted to Chili; the latter 
country makes an apology and pays an indemnity. The 
Homestead Labor Riots in Pennsylvania. Railroad 
riots at Buffalo. National Guard ordered out. Grover 
Cleveland elected President. 

1893. Opening of the World's Columbian Exposition 
at Chicago. Admission of Utah and Arizona into the 
Union. 

1894. Great Railway Strike at Chicago. President 
Cleveland recognizes the new Republic of Hawaii. Kear· 
sarge lost on Roncador Reef. 

1895. Steamship :tlIiauce fired upon by a Spanish 
Cruiser, Spain apologizes. Spain declares martial law 
in Cuba. Cuban revolutionists proclaim independence, 
adopt a constitution, establish a republican government, 
and unfurl the flag of the revolution of 1868-78. Mes-
sage of President Cleveland regarding the boundary dis-
pUle between Great Britain and Venezuela. 

1896. William McKinley elected President. President 
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Cleveland issues a proclamation against the Cuban 
Filibusters. international Arbitration Congress meets 
at Washington. 

1897. The United States recognizes the belligerency of 
the Cuban insurgents. Venezuela boundary treaty rati
fied. Hawaii annexed to the United States. 

1898. The U. S. battle-ship Maine is blown up in Havana 
Harbor, with great loss ofliIe, on the night of February 15th. 
On April 20th Congress directs the President to intervene 
between Spain and Cuba. On April 23d the President 
issues a call for one hundred and twenty-five thousand 
volunteers, and on April 26th Congress authorizes an in
crease of the regular army to 61,919 officers and meD. 
On April 25th Congress declares war between Spain and 
the United States as existing since April 21st. 

XXI 

THE BATTLE OF MANILA BAY, 1898 

FOR more than a century the island of Cuba had been 
an object of peculiar interest and concern to the 

United States.' During the first part of the nineteenth 
century the fear was that Cuba might be acquired by 
Great Britain or France, and thus a. strong European 
power would be established at the very gate of the 
American republic. Manifestly, it was then the policy 
of the United States to guarantee the possession of the 
island to Spain. But after the Mexican War the idea o£ 
ext.erritorial expansion entered morc and more largely 
into American statesmanship. The South looked upon 
Cuba as a desirable addition to slave-holding territory, 
and it was apparent to every eye that the island occupied 
an all-important strategic position in relation to the pro
posed canal routes across the Isthmus of Panama. 

In 1822 propositions for annexation came from Cuba 
to the United States. and Monroe sent an agent to in· 
vcstigate. Later. anncxation was a recurrent subject 
favored by the South. which saw a field for the extension 
of slavery. In 1848 the American minister at :Madrid 
was instructed by President Polk to sound the Spanish 
government upon the questIon or sale or cession. But 
Spain declined even to consider such a proposition. In 
1854 the so-callcd .. Ostend l\IanifesLO." drawn up by 

I Sec the chapter on the Monroe Doctrine in Til. Ris, of tIu 
N~ W.sI. by Prof. P. J. Turner. and also chaps. i and "j or 
A-nca IU a World Pawn. by Prof. G. H. Latan". (The A-n.. 
COK NatioK. Uar-per & Brothers.)-[EDITOI{.] 
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James Buchanan, J obn Y. M86OIl, and Pierre Soul~ (re
spectively United States ministers to England, France, 
and Spain), declared in plain language that the ., Union 
can never enjoy repose nor possess reliable security as 
long as Cuba is not embraced within its boundaries." It 
went on to advise the seizing of the coveted territory in 
case Spain refused to sell. The administration of Presi
dent Pierce never directly sanctioned the proposition 
advanced in such extraordinary terms. and Marcy, the 
Secretary of State, repudiated it unqualifiedly. So the 
matter fell again into abeyance until in 1873 the Vi,
gilliNS, an American schooner suspected of conveying 
arms and ammunition to the Cuban insurgents, "Ilas capt
ured by a Spanish gunboat and taken to Havana. As a 
rault of the trial, many inaurgents, together with lix Brit
ish subjects and thirty American citizens, were executed. 
For a time international complicatiOfll seemed certain, 
but finally Spain made proper apologies and lurrendered 
the V trtittias and the sun.;von of her crew. 

The Cuban "Ten Years' War," from 1868 to 1878. was 
characterized by great cruelty and destructive losses of 
life and property in which American interests were now 
deeply involved. President Grant seriously considered 
and even threatened intervention, which would have 
meant annexation; but Spain promised definite reforms, 
and the old conditions were continued. 

When the UlsurteCtion of 1895 began, American citizens 
owned at least fifty millions of property in the island, 
and American commerce amounted to. hundred millions 
annually. Both on the Spanish and Cuban side outrages 
were of daily occurrence, and the situation quicldy be
came intolerable. The McKinley administration vent
ured upon a mild remonstrance against the inhumanities 
of Captain-General Weyler. and the Spanish authorities 
replied evasiVely. Finally the United States rormally 
offered ita good officel for the adjustment. of Cuban aBain. 
preaumably 011 • basil of independence. Spain declared 
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that it was her intention to grant autonomy to the ialand. 
and the dec~ee was actually published on November 27. 
1.897. But It was now too late, and the unhappy condi
tions grew worse day by day. 

There had been riots at. Havana itself, and it. was 
thought advisable to send the United States cruiser MaiM 
on a friendly visit to that port. The Mai ... arrived at 
Havana on January 25. 1898. On the night of February 
15th the MaiM was bl01llrll up ",·hile lying at. her harbor 
moorings. with a ghastly lou of life. The American Court 
of Inquiry found that the ship was destroyed from the 
outside; the Spanish inquiry resulted in a verdict that 
the ship was destroyed from causes within herself. At 
the time there was an outburst of passion throughout 
the United States. and Spain was held guilty of an atro
cious crime. While the exact cause of the disaster has never 
been finally determined, it. is the verdict of calmer and 
more distant consideration that official Spain must be 
acquitted, although the belief remains on the part of 
the American nava) authorities that the MaiM was blown 
up from outside. At the time, however, this tragedy 
powerfully reinforced the efforts of Cubans and the pres
sure of financial interests to secure American support. 
When Senator Redfield Proctor, of Vermont, a man of 
peculiarly diapassionate temperament, made public his 
account of the suffering which he had witnessed among the 
r"orrcmlrailos (collections of native Cubans, particularly 
women and children, herded together by Spanish troopll, 
the sympathies of Americans were stirred even more 
d~ly. Jrfinist.ers preached intervention from tbeir pul
pttl. Many newspapen demanded inteTVention. Yellow 
journala clamored for an ultimatum backed by atmI. 
Congrea was carried away by the wave of intense feeling. 
although President McKinley thought that a solution 
could be reached without an appeal to arma-a belief in 
which ~e final .ve~ict of history win probably agree. al
though It was me"table that Spain should resign con. 
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trol of Cuba. But the President was powerless against 
the popular sentiment. 

On April 25th war with Spain was formally declared, 
and for the first time in over three-quarters of a century 
the republic of the . West found itself arrayed in arms 
against a European nation. 

The situation had its peculiar features. It had been 
assumed that the principal theatre of conAict would be 
the islan..d of Cuba, and consequently the American cam
paign must be one of i.nvasion. But the Spaniards, o .. ving 
to the civil war in the colony, were in virtually the same 
position-fighting at a distance from their base of supplies. 

In material resources the United States ranked immeas
urably superior. True, the numerical strength of the reg
ular army was small, but behind it stood thousands of 
State militia and millions of available reserves. Moreover, 
the United States was classed among the richest of nations 
and Spain among the poorest. So far as the land opera
tions were concerned, the final issue could not be doubtful. 

1n naval strength, however, there was less disparity. 
On paper the United States ranked sixth among the 
world powers, while Spain occupied eighth place. But 
the United States, with its thousands of miles of coast on 
both the Atlantic and the Pacific sea.boards, was un
questionably vulnerable. Coast defences were admitted
ly inadequate, and it was conceivable that one swift dash 
by a Spanish squadron might ~ndanger millions of prop
erty at Boston, New York, and Baltimore; at San 
Francisco, Portland, and Seattle. 

The situation on the Pacific coast seemed even more 
delicate than that on the Eastern seaboard. There was a 
formidable Spanish squadron at Manila in the Philippine 
Islands, and all depended upon the fighting ability of the 
American Pacific Reet; if Dewey failed, the Western States 
of America were absolutely at the mercy of the enemy. 

For more than a month Commodore Dewey had lain 
with his Beet in the harbor of Hong-Kong, waiting for 

JSo 

THE BATTLE OF MANILA BAY 

events to shape themselves. In anticipation of the com
ing strife, and the consequent declaration of neutrality 
on the part of Great Britain, the American commander 
had purchased two transport steamers, together with 
ten thousand tons of coat. He was thus prepared for 
prompt and decisive action. 

War bad been declared on April 25th, and the American 
squadron immediately left Hong-Kong for Mirs Bay, 
some thirty miles away. On April 26th Commodore 
Dewey recei ved the following despatch: 

" \VASHINCTON, April 26. 
.. DEWEY, ASIATIC SOUADRoN,-Commence operatiuns at 

once, particularly against Lhe Spanish fleet. You must capL_ 
ure or destroy them. McKINLEY." 

On April 27th the American Aeet sailed for Manila, six 
hundred and twenty-eight m.iles away, and on the morn
ing of Saturday, April 30th, Luzon was sighted, and the 
ships were ordered to clear for action. 

Under Commodore George Dewey were the Olympia, 
the BaSIOn, the Petrel, the C0I1cord, the Raleigh, and the 
Baltimore. The only armored vessel in the squadron was 
the Olympia, the protecting belting, four inches thick, 
being around the turret gWlS. The auxiliary force was 
made up of the revenue-cutter ilJcCulioch and two trans
ports, the Vaughan and the Zafiro. Alt.ogether, the 
American fighting force included four cruisers, two gun
boats. fifty~seven classified big guns, seventy-four rapid
tire and machine guns, and 1808 men. On the other side, 
Rear-Admiral Montojo commanded seven cruisers, five 
gunboats, two torpedo - boats, fifty - two classified big 
gWlS, eighty-three rapid-fire and machine guns, and 1948 
men. It will thus be seen that the Americans mounted 
a. few more heavy guns, but the Spanish had several 
more ships and over a hundred more men. Moreover. 
the Spanish ships were assisted by the fort and land bat-

.., 35' 



DECISIVE BATTLES OF AMERIC A 

teries at Manila, and they also possessed the great ad
vantage of range-marks. Finally, the ship-channels were 
supposed to be amply protected by mines and submarine 
batteries. After satisfying himself that the ships of the 
enemy were not in Subig Bay, Commodore Dewey re
solved to enter Manila Bay the same night. It was 
known that the channel had been mined, but that risk 
must be taken. With all lights except the stern ones 
extinguished, tbe American vessels steamed steadily on
ward; finally, Corregidor lsland, with its laity light-house, 
came into view, and the Beet swept into the main ship
channel known. as the Boca Grande. 

Up to this point no sign had been made by the enemy 
that the approach of the American ships had been dis
covered, although the night was moonlit and it was only 
a little after eleven o'clock. Then a fireman on the 
M eCulloell threw some soft coal in the furnace and a 
shower of sparks fiew from the cutter's funnel. A solitary 
rocket ascended from Corregidor, and there was an an
swering light from the mainland. At a quarter-past 
eleven a bugle sounded, and from the shore batteries 
came a blinding glare, followed by the boom of a heavy 
gun-the first shot of the Spanish-American War. 

The Raleigh bad the honor of replying for the American 
side, and the Boston followed quickly. A well-aimed six
inch shell from the COJlcord plwnped into the Spanish 
fort; there was a crash and a cry~ and all was still. The 
forts had been silenced. 

At slow speed the squadron moved onward, for Com
modore Dewey did not wish to arrive at Manila before 
dawn. Some of the men managed to get a little sleep, 
but the ever-present danger of torpedoes and the excite
ment of the approaching battle were not conducive to 
peaceful slumbers. 

The morning of Sunday, May 1st, dawned clear and 
beautiful, although the day promised to be hot. The 
squadron found itself directly across the bay from the 
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city of Manila; and there, under the guns of Cavite, lay 
the Spanish fleet. 

According to Commodore Dewey's report, the shore 
batteries began firing at a quarter-past five. The Olympia, 
flying the signal" Remember the Maine," led the Ameri
can column, followed closely by the Baiti"wre, Raleigll, 

BATTLE OP lIfANlLA BAY 

Petrql, Concord, and Bos/Olt in the order named. T he 
ships came on in a line approximately parallel to that 
of the enemy, reserving their fire until within effective 
range. As the Reet advanced two submarine mines were 
exploded, but neither did any damage. At twenty min
utes to six Commodore Dewey shouted to Captain Gridley 
in the conning-tower of the Rag-ship; "Fire as soon as you 
get ready, Gridley." Instantly the Olympia- discharged 
ber broadside, the Baltimore followed the lead, and each 
successive ship in turn discharged every gun that could 
be brought to bear. The Spanish returned the fire with 
great energy. but with inconclusive results. Several of 
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the American ships were struck, but no casualties followed. 
Lieutenant Brumby. of the flag-ship. had the signal hal
liards shot out of his hands; a shot passed clean through 
the Baltimore. and another smashed into the foremast of 
the Boston. IncessantJy firing. the battle-line steamed 
past the whole length of the stationary Spanish fleet, 
then swung slowly around and began the countermarch. 
Once Montojo's flag - ship, the Rei,Ul Cristina, made a 
desperate attempt to leave the line and engage at close 
quarters, but she was quickly driven back. 

A little after half-past seven the American commander 
ordered the firi ng to be stopped, and the Reet headed for 
the eastern side of the bay for breakfast and a redistri
bution of ammunition for the big guns. The Spaniards. 
seeing the withdrawnl of the American vessels, rashly 
concluded that t.he enemy had been repulsed and raised 
a feeble cheer. In reality they were hopelessly beaten: sev
eral of their ships were on fire, the decks of all were covered 
with dead and dying men,andammunition was running low. 

At a quarter-past eleven the battle was renewed. Sev
eral of the Spanish ships were now disabled and on fire, 
and Admiral Montojo had been forced to transfer his flag 
to the lsla de Cuba. 

A few minutes later the Reina. Cristill-ll, his former flag
ship, was blazing from end to end, and the explosion of 
her magazine completed the destruction of the vessel. 
One after another the Spanish ships succumbed under the 
storm of shot and shell. and either surrendered or were 
cul to pieces. The Don Antonio de UlWa, riddled like a 
sieve and on fire in a dozen places, refused to acknowledge 
defeat, and went down with colors fiying. Finally, 
Admiral Montojo hauled down his Bag, and, leaving the 
Isla de Cuba, escaped to the shore. The arsenal building 
at Cavite ran up the white Bag, and at half-past one 
Commodore Dewey signalled to his ships that they might 
anchor at discretion. 

NevE;r was victory more decisive. Not a man had 
31' 
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been killed on the American side. and but (our men were 
wounded- this through the explosion of a Spanish shell 
on the Baltimore. None of the American ships received 
any material damage. On the other hand, the following 
Spanish ships were completely destroyed: Reina Cristina 
(Rag-ship), Cas/ilia, Don Antonio lk UlkJa, Do .. j14Dn dI 
Austria, Isla de Luzon, Isla de Cuba, Marquiz del Dun-o, 
Getleral Lew, Co"ea, Velasco, and Isla de Mandanao. 
The casualties on the Spanish side amounted to about 
four hundred men. Moreover, the water-batteries of 
CaviUi had been demolished. the arsenal had been capt
ured, and the city of Manila lay defenceless under the 
guns of the American Reet. 

But Commodore Dewey's difficulties were by no means 
at an end. He had immediately proclaimed a blockade 
of the port. The Gennan Pacific squadron. under Vice
Admiral von Diederich, had arrived at Manila shortly after 
the battle, and were, of course, in the position of neutrals, 
having access to the harbor merely on the ground of 
international courtesy. This privilege the Gennans 
quickly began to abuse. disregarding Commodore Dewey's 
regulations at will. and committing various acts incon
sistent with the neutrality laws. Their attitude was both 
annoying and insolent, and it was evident that it must 
be promptly and effectually checked if the American 
supremacy were to be maintained. 

At last the opportunity came, Commodore Dewey 
learned, on unquestionable authority, that one of the 
German vessels had been landing provisions at Manila, 
thereby violating neutrality. He immediately sent a 
vigorous protest to Admiral von Diederich-a message 
that ended with these significant words: .. And , Brumby, 
teU Admiral von Diederich that if he wants a 6ght he 
can have it right now," 

That was enough, The German admiral was not quite 
ready to involve his country in a war with the United States; 
he made an apology, and the incident was closed, 
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On June 30th the first army expedition from the United 
States arri ..... ed at Manila. and Commodore Dewey's long 
vigil was at an end. the succeeding operations in the 
Philippines being almost exclusively military, anc:l con
sisting of the capture of the city of Manila by the Ameri
cans and subsequent warfare with Aguinaldo and insur
gent Filipinos. 

Such, in large outline, was the battle of Manila Bay. 
Foreign critics have derided American enthusiasm on the 
ground t.hat the American fleet was far superior, that the 
Spanish vessels, many of them mere gunboats, lacked 
armor and adequate guns, and that they were imperfectly 
manned. Yet the same critics ranked the naval forces 
of Spain as quite equal to the American at the outset of 
the war. Furthermore, the action of Dewey, without a 
single battle-ship or torpeda-.boat under his command, 
in entering a mined harbor without waiting to counter· 
mine. and in attacking a fleet whose strength was not 
accurately known, under the guns of land batteries, must 
be cla.ssed among the distinctive achievements of naval 
history. The battle was decisive in its immediate out
come. far-reaching in its ultimate consequences. Dewey's 
victory but presaged the final triumph of American arms. 
The Battle of Manila Bay meant the expulsion of Spain 
from the Pacific and the succession of the United States 
to Spain's heritage of Asiatic power. Polit.ically, there
fore, in its establishment of the United States as a power 
in the Orient, Manila Bay is. to be placed among the 
decisive battles of history,' 

[I TM lVar witll Spain. by Henry Cabot Lodge, and Tlu SjHlnish 
War, by General Russell A. Alger, may be consulted with advan
tage. Both are published by Hafller & Brothers. Harper's 
EPlC)'CIopt£di(l of United Statu History. VI, affords a picturesque 
account of the hallie of Manila Bay, by Ramon Reyes Lala. 
a Filipino author alld lecturer. Professor Latanc's account or 
the war, in his Anlur·ica as a WQTld P(J'l1Jffr (Hnfller & Brothers). 
offers an excellent example of judicial historical treatment.
EDITOR,] 
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THE BATTLES OF SANTIAGO. 1898 

TR,8 FIRST PERIOD OF THB SPANISII-A)18RICAN WAR IN THE 

waST INOlY.S 

Ex -PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT once said that the 
most striking thing about the war with Spain was 

the preparedness of the navy and the unpreparedness of 
the army, For fifteen years Lhe United StaLes had been 
building up a navy, and for months pre<:eding the war 
every effort was made, with the resources at the com
mand of the Navy Department, to put it in a state of 
first-class efficiency. As early as January II, 1898, in· 
structions were scnt to the commanders of the several 
squadrons to retain in the service men whose terms of 
enlistment were about to expire. As the Cuhan situation 
grew more threatening, the North Atlantic Squadron and 
a torpedo-boat flotilla were rapidly assembled in Florida 
waters; and inlmcdiately after the destruction of the 
Maine the ships on the European and South Atlantic 
stations were ordered to Key West, ... 

Both from a political and a military point of view the 
blockade of Cuba was the first step for the American gov
ernment to take, and the surest and quickest means of 
bringing things to an i~ue. Cuba was the point in dis
pute between the Unite~States and Spain, and a blockade 
would result in one of 0 things- the surrender of the 
island or the despat.ch f a Spanish naval force to its 
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r~lief. The Navy Department had very little apprehen. 
sian of an attack on our coast, as no squadron could hope 
to be in condition after crossing the Atlantic for offensive 
operations without coaling, and the only places where 
Spain coula coal were in the West Indies. The public, 
however, took a different view of the situation and no 
little alarm was felt in the Eastern cities. A f~w coast
defence guns of modem pattern would have relieved the 
department of the necessit.y of protecting the coast, and 
enabled it to concentrate the whole fighting force around 
Cuba. To meet popular demands, however, a Northern 
Patrol Squadron was organized April 20th, under com. 
mand of Commodore Howell, to cover the New England 
coast; and a more form:i.dable Flying Squadron, under 
Commodore Schley, was assembled at Hampton Roads, 
and kept there until the appearance of the Spanish fleet 
in the West Indies. The main squadron was stationed 
at Key \Vest under Rear-Admiral William T. Sampson, 
who had just been promoted to that grade, and given 
command of the entire naval force in North Atlantic 
waters. His appointment over the heads of Scbley and 
other officers of superior rank and longer service created 
a great deal of criticism, although he was everywhere 
conceded to be one of the most efficient and progressive 
officers of the new navy.1 

One hundred and twenty-eight ships [steam merchant. 
men, rcvcnue-cutters, light· house tenders, yachts, and 
ocean liners] were added to the navy, and the govern· 
ment yards were kept busy transforming them. To man 
these ships the number of enlisted men was raised from 
12,500 to 24,123, and 3. number of new officers appointed.~ 
The heavy fighting force consisted of four first-class 
battle-ships, the 11Id-imta, Iowa, Massachusetts, and Oregon; 
one second·cJass battie-ship, the Texas; and two armored 
cruisers, the BrooklYI1 and the New York. As against 

I Long, NtlW A,"UI"ic,," Navy, 1. 209. 

'M8SS0g8S and Docs., Abridgment, 1898-1899, II, 9~ I. 
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these seven armored ships Spain had five armored cruisers 
of modern construction and of greater reputed speed than 
any of ours except the Brooklyn and the New York, and 
one battie-ship of the Indialla type. Spain had further a 
type of vessel unknown to our navy and greatly feared by 
us-namely, torpedo-boat dcstroyers, such as the FUTor, 
Pluton, and Terror. It was popularly supposed that the 
Spanish navy was somewhat superior to the American. 

As soon as the Spanish minister withdrew from Wash· 
ington; a despatch was sent to Sampson at Key West 
directing him to blockade the coast of Cuba immediately 
from Cardenas to Bahia Honda, and to blockade Cien
fuegos if it was considered advisable. On April 29th, 
Admiral Cervera's division of the Spanish fleet left the 
Cape de Verde Islands for an unknown destination, and 
disappeared fol." two weeks from the knowledge of the 
American authorities. This fleet was composed of four 
armored cruisers, the Itlfanla Maria Teresa. Cr1stobal 
Colon, OqueJldo, and Vizcaya, and three torpedo·boat 
destroyers. Its appearance in American waters was 
eagerly looked for, and interest in the war became tn
tense .... 

[In the next two weeks Sampson's patrol of the Wind· 
ward Islands and adjacent waters, and his visit to San 
Juan, Porto Rico, produced no discoveries, and he started 
to return to the blockade or Havana. At midnight, 
May 12th-13th, thirty·six: hours after the event, the Navy 
Department learned that Cervera had appeared off Mar
tinique. Sampson, with his fleet, and Schley, with the 
Flying Squadron, were ordered to Key West, which they 
reached on May 18th.] 

The department had heard that Cervera had munitions 
of war essential to the defence of Havana, and that his 
orders were to reach Havana, Cienfuegos, or a port COD

nected with Havana by rail. As Cienfuegos seemed the 
only place he would be likely to choose, Schley was ordered 
there with the Brooklyn, Massachusetts, and Texas, May 
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19th. He was joined later by thc Iowa, under Captain 
Evans. and by several cruisers. The Spanish squadron 
slipped into Santiago, unobserved by the cruisers on 
scouting duty, May 19th, two days before Schley arrived 
at Cienfuegos, so that had Cervera known the conditions 
he cou1d easily have made the latter port. On the same 
day the department received from spies in Havana prob
able information, conveyed by the cable which had been 
aJlowed to remain in operation, that Cervera had entered 
Santiago. As we now know, he had entered early that 
morning. Several auxiliary cruisers were immediately 
ordered to assemble before Santiago in order to watch 
Cervera and follow him in case he should Icave. 

At the same time the department" strongly advised" 
Sampson to send Schley to Santiago at once with his 
whole command. Sampson replied th.at he had decided 
to hold Schley at Cicnfuegos until it was certain that 
the Spanish fleet was in San tiago. Later he sent a de
spatch to Schley, received May 3Jd, ordering him to 
proceed to Santiago if satisfied that the enemy were not 
at Cienfuegos.1 The next day 1 Schley started, encounter
ing on the run much rain and rough weather, which 
seriously delayed the squadron. At 5.Jo P .... , May 26th. 
he reached a point twenty-two miles south of Santiago, 
where he was joined by several o( the auxiliary cruisers 
on scouting duty. Captain Sigsbee, of the 51. Paul, in
formed him that the scouts knew nothing positively 
about the Spanish fleet . The collier Merrinu:u: had been 
disabled, which increased the difficulty of coaJing. At 
7.45 P.M .• a little over two hours after his arrival, Schlev 
without explanation signalled to the SQuadron: .. Destin~
tion, Key West, via south side of Cuba and Yucatan 
Channel, as soon as collier is ready; speed, nine knots.'" 

I Sec. or the Navy, A ""uol R./HJrl, 1898, App .. pp. 465, 466. 
I It was on this date, May 24th, that the &.,OPl, Captain Clark. 

appeared off Jupiter Inlet. Florida, ready for action, arter a voy_ 
age ol folU1.cen Lhousand miles fl'Qm San Francisoo.-[EDITOR.) 
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Thus began the much-discussed retrograde movement 
which occupied two days. AdmiraJ Schley states in his 
book that Sigsbee's report and other evidence led him 
to conclude that the Spanish squadron was not in San
tiago; hence the retrograde movement to protect the 
passage west of Cuba. 1 But he has never yet given any 
satisfactory explanation why he did not definitely ascer
tain the facts before turning back. Fortunately the 
squadron did not proceed very far; the lines to",,;ng the 
collier parted and other delars occurred. The next morn
ing Schley received a despatch from the department 
stating that aJl the infonnation at hand indicated that 
Cervera was in Santiago, but he continued on his west
ward course slowly and at times drifting while some of 
the ships coaled. The next day, May 28th, Schley re
turned to Santiago, arriving before that port about dusk. 
and established a blockade,1 

Admiral Sampson arrived of[ Santiago June 1st, and 
assumed direct command of the squadron. The block
ade, which lasted. for over a month, was eagerly watched 
by the whole American people. The most thrilling in
cident was the daring but unsuccessful attempt made by 
Lieutenant Richmond Pearson Hobson to sink the collier 
Merrtmac across the entrance to Santiago harbor, under
taken by direction of Admiral Sampson. Electric tor
pedoes were attached to the hull of the ship, sea-valves 
were cut. and anchor chains arranged on deck so that 
she could be brought to a sudden stop. Early on the 
morning of June Jd, Hobson, assisted by a crew of seven 
seamen. took the collier into the entrance of the. harbor 
under heavy fire and sunk her. The unfortunate shoot
ing away of her steering-gear and the failure of some of 
the torpedoes to explode kept the ship from sinking at 
the place selected, so that the plan miscarried. Hobson 

I Schley, FfHty.{itlt' Yetlr"s Under the FklC. 276. 
'Sec. of the Navy, APllu",' R.port. 1898, App .. p. 40': Long, 

NIW Am. Navy, I , 258- ,87 . 
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and his men escaped death as by a miracle, but feU into 
the bands of the Spaniards. I 

II 

THB UNO C"'''PAICN 

As soon as Cervera was blockaded in Santiago and the 
government was satisfied that all his ships were with 
him, it was decided to send an army to co-operate with 
the navy. Hitherto the war had been a navaJ war ex
clusively, and the two hundred thousand volunteers 
who had responded to the calls of the President in May 
had been kept in camp in different parts of the country. 
Most of the regular infantry and cavalry, together with 
several volunteer regiments, had been assembled at 
Tampa and organized as the Fifth Anny Corps, in readj· 
ness to land in Cuba as soon as the navy had cleared the 
way. Conspicuous among these troops was the First 
Volunteer Cavalry, popularly known as Roosevelt's 
Rough Riders. a regiment which through the energetic 
efforts of Dr. Leonard Wood, an army surgeon, who 
became its colonel, and Theodore Roosevelt, who re
signed the position of assistant secretary of the navy 
to become its lieutenant-colonel. had been enlisted, officer
ed, and equipped in fifty days. It was recruited largely 
from Arizona, New Mexico, and Oldahoma, and had in 
its ranks cowboys, hunters, ranchmen, and more than 
one hundred and sixty full-blooded Indians. together 
with a few graduates of Harvard, YaJe, and other East
ern colleges. 
Tam~ was ill-suited for an instruction camp, and the 

preparabons made by the department for the accommoda. 
tion and provisioning of such large bodies of men were 

• Sec. of the Navy. A",uwl R~porl. 1898. App., p. 437. 
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wholly inadequate. One of the main difficulties was the 
inability of the Commissary and Quartennaster depart. 
ments, hampered by red tape, senseless regulations, anct 
political appointees, to distribute the train-loads of sup
plies which blocked the tracks leading to Tampa; so 
great was the congestion that the soldiers could not even 
get their mail. This condition continued for weeks. !be 
great majority of the troops were finally sent to Santiago 
to fight under a tropical sun in heavy woollen clothes; 
lighter clothing was not supplied to them until they were 
ready to return to Montauk Point, where they needed 
the wooDen. The sanitation of the camp was poor and 
the water-supply bad; dysentery, malaria, and typhoid 
soon made their appearance. Similar conditions pre
vailed at the other camps. The administrative ineffi
ciency of the War Department was everywhere revealed 
in striking contrast with the fine record of the Navy De
partment. Seeretary Alger had been too much occupied 
with questions of patronage to look after the real needs 
of the service. Although war had been regarded for 
months as inevitable, when it finally came the depart· 
ment was found to be utterly unprepared to equip troops 
for service in Cuba. As the result of this neglect, for 
which it should be said Congress was partly responsible, 
it was necessary to improvise an anny-a rather serious 
undertaking! 

It had been the original intention to land the Fifth 
Anny Corps at Mariel, near Havana, and begin opera
tions against the capital city under the direct supervision 
of General Miles; but the bottling-up of Cervera at 
Santiago caused a change of plan, and General Miles. 
who still expected the heavy fighting to take place at 
Havana, selected Major-General William R. Shafter for 
the movement against Santiago. By June 1St the battl~ 
ship Indiana, under Captain Henry C. Taylor, with a 
dozen smaller vessels, was ready to convoy the expedi
tion. The army was very slow in embarking, and it ,6, 
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was not until June 8th that the force was ready to depart. 
Further delay was caused by the unfounded rumor that 
a Spanish cruiser and two torpedo-boat destroyers had 
been sighted off the north coast of Cuba. ' In order to 
ascertain whether all the Spanish ships were at Santiago. 
Lieutenant Victor Blue. of the navy, landed, and by per
sonal observation from the hills back of the city located 
Cervera's entire division in the harbor. On June 14th 
the transports, about thirty in number, sailed from 
Tampa with their convoy. They were crowded and iIl
provided with supplies. the whole movement showing 
lack of experience in handling large bodies of men. The 
expedition consis.ted of 81S officers and 16,072 enlisted 
men, regulars except the Seventy-first New York, Second 
Massachusetts. and the First Volunteer Cavalry.-

The expedition under Shafter began disembarking at 
Daiquiri on the moming of June ud, and by night six 
thousand men had with great difficulty been put ashore. 
No lighters or launches had been provided, and the only 
wharf, a small wooden one, had been stripped of its 
Booring: the War Department expected the navy to look 
after these matters. In addition, the troops had been 
crowded into the transports without any reference to 
order, officers separated from their commands, artillery
pieces on one transport, horses on another, harness on a 
third, and no means of finding out where any of them 
were. By the aid of'a few launches borrowed from the 
battle-ships, the men were put ashore, or near enough 
to wade through the surf, but the animals had to be 
thrown into the sea, where many of them perished, some 
in their bewilderment swimming out to sea instead of 
to shore. 

General Lawton advanced and seized Siboney next 
day. and Kent's division landed he:t'e, eight miles nearer 
Santiago. General Wheeler pushed on with part of 

I See. of the Navy. A .. 1hUJl RlfKJf1. 1898, App .. p. 667 . 
• Major-GeneraJ COnunanding the anny. R,porl. 1898. p. 149. 
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Young's brigade, and on the moming of the 24th defeated 
the Spanish (orce at Las Guasimas, with a loss of ~>ne of
ficer and fifteen men killed, six officers and forty-snr: men 
wounded.' During the next week the army, including 
Garcia's Cuban command. was concentrated at Sevilla. 
These were trying days. The troops suffered from the 
heavy rains, poor rations, and bad camp accommodations. 
No adequate provision had been made for landing sup
plies or for transporting them to the camps, so that with 
an abundance, such as they were, aboard the transports, 
the soldien were in actual want. 

On June 30th it was decided to advance. San Juan 
Hill, a strategic point on the direct road to Santiago, 
could not be taken or heJd while the Spaniards occupied. 
EI Caney, on the right of the American advance. The 
country was a jungle, and the roads from the coast little 
more than bridle-paths. Lawton moved out to a posi
tion south of EI Caney that afternoon. so a.q to begin the 
attack early next morning. Wheeler's division of dis
mounted cavalry and Kent's division of infantry ad
vanced toward El Paso, accompanied by Grimes' battery, 
which was to take position early in the morning and open 
the way for the advance toward San Juan. The attack 
at this point was to be delayed until Lawton's infantry 
fire was heard at EI Caney. After forcing the enemy 
from this position, Lawton was to move toward Santiago 
and take position on Wheeler's right. Little was known 
of the ground over which the troops were to move or 
the position and strength of the forces they were to meet. 
consequently they went into battle without knowing 
what they were about a. .. d fought without any general
ship being displayed. General Shafter was too ill to 
leave his headquarters in the rear. 

At El Caney, which was surrounded by trenches 
and block-houses. the Spaniards developed unexpected 

I Major-General commanding the army. R('~. 1898, p. 162. 
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strength, and held Lawton in check until late in the 
aftenIoon, when he finally carried the position. In this 
fight about thirty-five hundred Americans were engaged, 
and not more than six hundred or one thousand Spaniards. 
The American loss was four officers and seventy-seven 
men killed, and twenty-live officers and three hundred and 
thirty-five men wounded. About one hundred and fifty 
Spaniards were captured, and between three hundred and 
four hundred killed and wounded I 

~ieanwhile there had been a desperate fight at San 
Juan Hill. As soon as Lawton's musket-fire was heard 
at EI Caney, Grimes' battery opened fire from EI Poso 
on the San Juan block-house. This fire was immediately 
retunIed by the enemy's artillery, who had the range, 
and a number of men were killed. The Spaniards used 
smokeless powder, which made it difficult to locate 
them, while some of \.he Americans had black powder, 
which quickly indicated their position. The road along 
which the troops had to ad vance was so narrow and 
rough that at times they had to proceed in column of 
twos. The progress made was very slow, and the 10ng
range guns of the enemy killed nwnbers of men before 
they cou1d get into position to return the fire. By 
the middle of the day the advance had crossed. the 
river, the cavalry division 'under Sumner deploying 
to the right in front of Kettle Hill, and Kent's divi
sion of infantry deploying to the left directly in front 
of San Juan Hill. During this !!lovernent the troops 
were exposed to a galling artillery and rifle fire and suf
fered greatly, especially ihe third brigade of Kent's 
division, which lost three commanders in fifteen min
utes, General Wikoff being killed and Colonels Worth 
and Liscum disabled. The suffering of the wounded, 

L Major-General commanding the army, Report, 1898, pp. IS', 
16c}. '7 I. J '.9. J66, JS I. (General Vara el Rey. one of the bravet!t 
of the Spamsh officers, was the leader in this desperate resistance 
and Wll.!; killed while rallying his men in the village.-EDIToa.) , 
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many of whom lay in the brush for hours without succor, 
was the most terrible feature of the situation. 

Finally the long-expected order to advance was given. 
The First Regular Cavalry, the Rough Riders. and the 
Negro troopers of the Ninth and a part of the Tenth 
ad vanced up Kettle Hill and drove the Spaniards from 
the ranch-house, while the infantry division with the 
Sixth and Sixteenth regiments under Hawkins in the 
lead charged up San Juan Hill in the face of a destruc
tive fire and captured the block-house. Then the 
cavalry under Sumner and Roosevelt advanced [rom 
Kettle Hill and occupied the trenches on San Juan 
Hill north of the block-house. The Spaniards 8ed to 
their second line of trenches, six or eight hundred yards 
in the rear. 

After occupying San Juan Hill, the cavalry were still ex
posed to a constant fire. and many were discouraged and 
wanted to retire. but General Wheeler. who, though ill. 
had come to the front early in the afternoon, put a stop 
to this and set the men to work fortifying themselves. 
The next day Lawton came up and advanced to a strong 
position on Wheeler's right. The fighting was resumed 
bn the two following days. but about noon, July 3d, the 
Spaniards ceased firing. The losses in the three days' 
fight were eighteen officers and one hundred and twenty
seven men kiUed, sixty-five officers and eight hundred 
and forty-nine men wounded. and seventy-two men 
missing. I The condition of the troops after the battle 
was very bad; many of them were down with fever, and 
all were suffering from lack of $uitable equipment and 
supplies. General Shafter cabled to the secretary of 
war, July 3d, that it would be impossible to take Santiago 
by storm with the forces he then had, and that he was 
"seriously considering withdrav.ing about fh'e miles and 
taking up a new position on the high ground between 

I Major-GeaeraJ commanding the army. RIpon. pp. ,67. 173. 
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the San Juan River and Siboney." I The destruction of 
Cervera's fleet the same day materially changed the 
situation. 

'" 
THB DBSTRUCTION OJ' CERVERA'S .!.SST 

The advance made by the American troops around 
Santiago on July 1St and 3d forced the Spanish authorities 
to come to a decision in regard to Cervera's fleet. Cap
tain-General Blanco insisted that the fleet should not be 
captured or destroyed without a fight. Cervera refused 
to assume the responsibility of leaving the harbor, and 
when ordered to do so went out with consummate bravery, 
knowing that he was leading a forlorn-hope. Sampson 
seems to have been under the impression all along that 
the Spanish squadron would attempt to escape at night, 
but the American ships kept in so close to the shore, 
with dazzling search-lights directed against the entrance 
of the harbor, as to render it almost. impossible to steer 
a ship out. On the morning of July 3d, at 8.SS. Sampson 
started east to meet General Shafter in conference at 
Siboney, signalling to the Aeet as he left: "Disregard 
movements commander - in - chief. " The M assachusdts 
had also left. her place in the blockade to go to Gu~
tanamo for coal. The remaining ships formed a senu
circle around the entrance of the harbor, the Brooklyn 
to the west. holding the left of the line, then t.he Texas, 
next the Iqrva in the centre and at the south of the curve, 
then as the line curved in to the coast on the right, the 
Or,,;'" and the Indiana. The Brooklyn and the Indiana. 
holding the left and the right of the line, were about 
two miles and one and a half miles respectively from the 
shore. and near them. closer in. lay the converted gun
boats Vixen and Gloucester. 

I },.f~SJa,n aNd Does. Abridgment. 1898-1899. I. 270 • 
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At 9·35 A.M., while most of the men were at Sunday 
inspection, the enemy's ships were discovered slowly 
steaming down the narrow channel of the harbor. In the 
lead was the Maria Teresa, folJowed by the Vi:caya, the 
Colen, the OqUCIWb, and the two torpedo-boat destroyers. 
The Iowa was t.he first to signal that the enemy were 
escaping, though the fact was noted on several ships at 
almost the same moment, and no orders were necessary. 
The American ships at once closed in and directed their 
fire against the Teresa. For a moment there was doubt 
as to whether the Spanish ships would separate and try 
to scatter the fire of our fleet or whether they would stick 
together. This was quickly settled when Cervera turned 
west, followed by the remainder of his command. At 
this point Commodore Schley's flag-ship, the Brooklyn, 
which was farthest west, turned to the eastward, away 
from the hostile fleet, making a loop. at the end of which 
she again steamed westward farther out to sea but still 
ahead of any of the American vessels. The sudden and 
unexpected tum of the BrOOklyn caused the Texas, which 
was behind her, to reverse her engines in order to avoid 
a collision and to come to a standstill, thus losing posi_ 
tion, the Oregon and the Iowa both passing her. The 
two destroyers, which came out last, were attacked by 
the Indiana and the G/auceskr, the commander of the 
latter, Wainwright. dashing toward them in utter dis
regard of the fragile character of his vessel. The F1I.ror 
was sunk and the Plulon was run ashore. The Ter,sa, 
struck by several shells which exploded and set her on 
fire. tumed to the shore at 10.15 and was beached about 
six miles west of the Morro. The Oqunrdo was riddled by 
shell and likewise soon on fire. She Was beached about 
half a mile west of the Teresa at 10.20. The Viuaya and 
Colon were now left to bear the fire of the pursuing Ameri_ 
can ships, which were practically uninjured. In this 
running fight the Indiana dropped behind. owing to the 
defective condition of her machinery, but kept up her 
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fire. At I LOS the Vizcaya turned to run ashore about. fif
teen miles west of the Morro. The Brooklyn and the Oregon. 
followed at some distance by the Texas. continued the 
chase of the Colon. The Indwua and the 100wo, at the 
order of Sampson, who had come up, went back to guard 
the transports. At 1.15 P.M. the Colon turned to shore 
thirty miles west of the Vizcaya and surrendered} 

The fight was over, one of the most remarkable naval 
battles on record. On the American side. though the 
ships were struck many times, only one man was killed 
and one wounded. These casualties both occurred on 
Commodore Schley's flag-ship, the Brooklyn.. The Span
iards lost about six hundred in killed and wounded. The 
American sailors took an active part in the rescue of 
the officers and crews of t.he burning Spanish ships. 

Only one hundred and twenty-three out of about eight 
thousand American projectiles hit the Spanish sbips. 

IV 

THE: SPANISU SUR.tlmDER 

On July 3d, General Shafter demanded the surrender 
of the Spanish forces in Santiago. This being refused. he 
notified General Toral that the bombardment of Santiago 
would begin at noon of the 5th, thus giving two days for 
the women and children to leave the city. Nearly twenty 
thousand people came out and filled the villages and 
roads around. They were in an utterly destitute condi
tion, and had to be taken care of largely by the American 
army-a b'Teat drain on their supplies. On the loth and 
lith the city was bombarded by the squadron. At this 
point General Miles arrived off Santiago with additional 
troops intended for Porto Rico. He and Shafter met 
General Toral under a Rag of truce and arranged terms 
for the surrende.r, which took place on the 11th. Shafter's 

'Sec. of the Navy. AnnUGJ Rtporl . 1898. App .• pp. 503-602: 
Long. N(!VJ Am. XUV)', II, 28-,,2. 
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command was by this time in a serious state of health and 
anxious to return home. Malarial fevers had &0 weakened 
the men that an epidemic of yellow-fever, which had ap
peared sporadically throughout. the command, was greatly 
feared. The situation was desperate, and the War De
partment apparently deaf to all representations of the 
case. Under these circumstances the division and bri
gade commanders and the surgeons met at General Shaft
er's headquarters early in August and signed a round
robin addtessed to the secretary of war urging the im

. mediate removal of the corps to the United States. This 
action was much criticised at the t.ime, but it had t.he 
desired effect, and on August 4th orders were given to 
remove the command to Montauk Point, Long Island. 
The movement was begun at once and completed before 
the end of the month. 

The surrender of Santiago left General Miles free to 
carry out plans already matured for the invasion of 
Porto Rico. He left Guantanamo, July 21st, with 3415 
men, mostly volunteers, convoyed by a Reet under the 
command of Captain Higginson, and landed at Guanica 
on the 25th. Early next morning General Garretson pushed 
forward with part of his brigade and drove the Spanish 
forces from Vauco, thus getting possession of the railroad 
to Ponce. General Miles was reinforced in a few days by 
the commands of Generals Wilson, Brooke. and Schwan, 
raising his entire force to 16.973 officers and men. In 
about two weeks they had gained control of al1 the south
ern and western portions of the island, but hostilities were 
suspended by the peace protocol befOre the conquest of 
Porto Rico was completed. The American losses in this 
campaign were three killed and forty wounded. 1 

The last engagement of the war was the assault on 
Manila, which was captured August 13, 1898, by the 
forces under General Merritt, assisted by Admiral Dewey's 

• Major-General commanding the army. Report, 1898. pp. IJ8-
'47, 22,5-,43. 246-266. 
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squadron. This occurred the day after the signing of 
the peace protocol. the news of which did not reach the 
Philippines until several days later. 

v 

CONTt.QVI!:t.SI1!:5 CAU.aD BY TRa WAt. 

Two controversies growing out of the war with Spain 
assumed such importance that they cannot be passed 
by. The first related to the conduct of the War Depart
ment, which was charged with inefficiency resulting from 
political appointments and corruption in the purchase of 
supplies. The most serious charge was that made by 
Major-General Miles, commanding the anny. who de-
clared that much of the refrigerated beef furnished the 
troops was .. embalmed beef." preserved with secret 
chemicals of an injurious character. In September, t898. 
President McKinley appointed a commission to investi
gate these charges. and the hearings held were sensational 
in the extreme. Commi!!....ary-General Eagan read a state
ment before the commission which was so violent in its 
abuse of the commanding general that he was later court
martialled and sentenced to dismissal for conduct un
becoming an officer and a gentleman. though this sen
tence was commuted by the President to suspension from 
rank and duty, but without loss of pay. The report of 
the commission I failed to substantiate General Miles' 
charges. but it was not satisfactory or CODvincing. In 
spite of its efforts to whitewash things. the commission 
had to report that the secretary of war had failed to 
.. grasp the situation." Many leading newspapers de
manded Alger's resignation. but President McKinley 
feared to discredit the administration by dismissing him. 

'SnwI6r Docl., S6 Coni·. I Se. .. No. lUI. 8 YO". 
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Nevertheless, a coolness sprang up between them; anti 
several months later. when Alger became a candidate 
for the Michigan senatorship. with the open support of 
elements distinctly hostile to the administration, the 
President asked for his resignation, which was tendered 
July '9. 1899" 

The other COntroversy, which waged in the papers for 
months, was as to whether Sampson or Schley was In 

command at the battle of Santiago. As a reward for 
their work on that day, the President advanced Sampson 
eight numbers. Schley si:ll:, Captain Clark of t~e Oregon 
six and the other captains five. These promotions were 
all 'con6nned by the Senate save those of Sampson and 
Schley, a number of senators holding that Schley should 
have received at least equal recognition with Sampson. 
The controversy was waged inside and outside of Con
gress for three yean. The officials of the Navy Depart
ment were for the most part stanch supporters of $amp
!lOll, while a large part of th4!: public, under the impression 
that the department was trying to discredit Schley. 
eagerly championed his cause. Finally, at the request 
of Admiral Schley, who was charged in certain publica
tions with inefficiency and even cowardice. a court of 
inquiry was appointed July 26, 1901. with Admiral Dewey 
as president, for the purpose of inquiring into the con
duct of Schley during the war with Spain. The opinion 
of the court was that his service prior to June I st was 
.. characterized by vacillation. dilatoriness, and lack of 
enterprise." Admiral Dewey differed from the opinions 
of his colleagues on certain points. and delivered a separate 
opinion, in the coune of which he took up the question 
as to wbo was in command at Santiago. a point which 
bad not been considered by the court. His conclusion 
was that Schley .. was in absolute command and is en
titled to the credit due to such commanding officer for 

I NaIiMt, LXIX. 61 
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the glorious victory which resulted in the total destruc
tion of the Spanish ships." This made matters worse 
than ever. Secretary Long approved the findings of the 
majority of t.he court, and disapproved Dewey's separate 
opinion. Schley appealed from the findings of the court 
to the President. February 18, 11)02, President Roose
velt's memorandum, in which he reviewed the whole con
troversy. was made public. He declared that the court 
had done substantial justice to Schley. As regards the 
question of command at Santiago. he said that tech
nically Sampson commanded the fleet, and Schley the 
western division. but that after the battle began not 
a ahip took orders from either Sampson or Schley. ex
cept their own two vessels. "It was a captains' 
fight." I 

The Spanish war revealed many serious defects in the 
American military system. some of which have been 
remedied hy the reorganization of the anny and the 
creation of a general staff.1 It demonstrated the neces
sity of military evolutions on a large scale in time of 
peace. so as to give the general officers experience in 
handling and the Quartennaster and Commissary depart
ments experience in equipping and supplying large bodies 
of troops: it showed the folly and danger of appointing 
men from civil life through political influence to positions 
of responsibility in any branch of the military or naval 
service; it ahowed the value of field-artillery. of smoke
less powder, and of high-power ritles of dae latest model: 
it also showed the necessity of having on hand a large 
supply of the best war material ready for use. While 
every American is proud of the magnificent record of the 
navy. it must not be imagined that the war with Spain 
was a conclusive test of its invincibility. for. however 

I Proceedings or the Schley Court or Inquiry, Haau DtXs .. 57 
Cong .• I Sea .. No. 485· 

I Act or February 14. 1903. U. S. Skllffks at Lmp. XXXII, pt. i. 
p.830 • 

THE BATTLES OF SANTIAGO 

fonnidable the Spanish cruisers appeared at the time. 
later infonnation revealed the fact that through the 
neglect of the Sp~ish government they were very far 
from being in a. state of first-class efficiency. 
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INDEX 

Cmtoboi Colmt in Spanish War, 
359, 37o-J7'· 

Cuba. insurrection, 34J. 348; de· 
sires anneltation. 347: &outh· 
em desire for, 347: Polk's at· 
tempted p:urchase, J47; "Os
tend Manifesto." 347: Marcy'. 
attitude. 348; Vir"nius af· 
fair. 348; Grant and. 348; 
McKinley's protest, 348: 
Spain's teply. 349= blowing 
up of the MaiM. 349: Proc· 
tor's speech. 349; war with 
Spain dec1aJ'ed, 350; blockade, 
359: Santiago campaj.gn, ;J62-
368; naval battle off Santtago. 
361)-37': Spanish surrender, 
31'· 

Cubans proclaim indepenf\ence, 
,,/. 

Culp. Hill. battle, J:JO-Ju. 
Cushing, Cnleb. viGit to Pickens. 

'So. 
Custer, G. A .• in GeuysbUJ""g 

campaign, 311; at Appomat· 
tox, 330, J37. 

Custer massacre by Sioux, 344 

DAVIS, jE"8I1;SOl'l, elected 
President of the Confederate 
StaleJil. 2).; capture, J28. 

Davis. jefferson C" occupies 
Castle Pinckney. 247 

Decatur. Stephen. destroys the 
PItOOdtrlpltil:J. I S5; impoaes 
terms upon the Dey of Algiers. 
.80. 

Declaration of Independence 
adopted by Continental Con
gTeSS, 119· 

Deerfield MassaCft, 48, 49. 60. 
Oelaware River occupied by 

Swedes. 4. 
l)p Ramezay at Quebec, 61). 
De Riedesel, "Baronen, at 

Bebmus' Heights, IJ8, 14'. 
Oe Soto, Pernando, reaches the 

Misaiuippi River. u. 
Dnf"oil at Lake Erie. 160, 163. 
Oo;:Ultponts, William. Count de, 

at the siege of Yorktown, 148. 
De\'in, T. C., in Gettysburg 

campaign, J II: at Appo
maltoll:. J30. 

Dewey. GeOr2e. preparations for 
Spanish Wiir, 350: fol'CeS. 35 I, 
battle in Manila Bay, JSa-
354, German Reet, 3SS: capt· 
ure of Manila. 356; &nip
son.Schley controveny, 375. 
31' 

DickiD50n. john, on taxation, .,.. 
Diederich. Admiral von, in 

Manila Bay, 355. 
Dix, Major. at Buena Vista. '04· 
Don A",OJIW dtr Vlloo in Spaniah 

War. JS4, 355· 
Dmt }MO" cU AtUlrio in Sparu.b 

War. 35S. 
Donelson, Fort, lurrender.273, 

'95 W~ .. Doniphan, A. ., ex~JtlOn 
against Mexico, 19a. 

Doubleday, Abner. and removal 
to Sumter. '53: in GeU)'ll' 
burg campai~, 3", 31). 

])red Scott decillion, a30. 
Dundas, Lteutenant·Colonel. 

Commissioner at the .urren· 
cler of Comwallia, 149. 

Duquesne. Port, ~Ptured. 6J. 
Dutch, founded New Amster· 

dam, 4: telations with In
diAna, 25. 26: West India 
Company. 30. 

EAOAI'I. C. P.. court·martial, 

'" Ea,l# at Lake George. 175- '76. 
177. 179· 

East Florida, Spain cedes claim, 
Q. 

Edward. Port., no. 137, 128. 
EI Caney. battle, 365 . 
Elliott. Lieutenant, at Lake 

Erie. 160. 161, .66; prize. 
money, 1.1 I. 

Endicott, John, avenges Old
ham, 35, 36. 

England, expansion in America. 
4. 5: and France in America. 
S; and Spain in America, 6: 
declare. war against Spain, 77. ., J8J 
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E.wrpri_ captures the Sour, 
1$6_ 

Erie, Port., 160, 
Ericaon, John, desips McnHIor, 

:t78, 
Eun lurrenden to the PIt«H 

and CIwrwh. I_56, 
Ewell. R. 8.. at Gettysbu!'Jr, 307. , ... 
PA •• AOt/T, DAVID GL4800 .... on 

the Eun at Va1~raiIo. 290: 
commands New Orleans ex
pedition. '9t; pulling of the 
fo~, '9J: on to Vicksburg, 
:t94: death, 343. 

Pamlworth, E. J" in GettY*" 
burg campaign, 311. 

Faunce. John, Sumter relief ex
pedjtion. ,66. 

Pe~iger, Chri8tian, at Bunker 
Hill. uS,_ 116_ 

pmmore, Millard. IUc:ceeds to 
Presidency. 'Jo, 

Fiw" at Lau George, 175. 
Fisher. Port., captured, J17. 
Pi.h. Major, at the siep of 

Yorktown, 148. 

5: driven from Guinea cout, 
64: ~ of discoveriel 
(map, 6$: uck of .1eA power, 
66: bee campa"". 63-76. 
inde~ndenceof Umted States. 
14J, deciaTe6 war armnlt En,
land, 144, 

Franca, Colonel. at TicoDdetop 
u6. 

Franklin, Ben;amin, S~p Act. 
89; on colonial jealousy. 

". Fraser, General, at Ticonderoga, 
U4: attaeb St. ClAir, u6; at 
Behmus', Heights. IJ7, IJ8 

Freedmen'l Bureau. orpruaa
tion, 3:J8, 

F1'tnch, begin tenlement of 
Louisiana. 60: at Yorktown. 
145-150: at Quebec. 63-,0; 
dedate ... ar aa:aiDat. Mexico. 
'7~ 

FrolfC captured by the Wu,. 
Iss. 

Frontenac. Fort.. captured. ~J_' __ 
Frye. Colooel. at Banker Hill, 

104· 

PIae. American. adopted, 14J. GAO., THONAS. governor of 
Fletcher, Capt.in. Sumter re- Mauachuutu, 95: seize. 

li.er oJ:pedition. :t66, munitions of war, 96; rein-
Florida. adm*ion into the forced, 100: couDcil of war. 

Umon, III. 106. 
Florida ceded to Bngbutd, ,: Gamble, Peter, at the battle of 

--..ion, IJ I Lake Champlain, 178. 
Ployd. J. B.. And transfer of Gamble, William, in Gettys. 

ammunition. '41. '41; re- burJ campaign. JII. 
move. Gardner, 143; on re- Ganlnier, COlonel. at Bunke.-
movaJ to Sumter. '5$. Hill, 108: monalIy wounded. 

PotreIt, DulaDey, at the t.tlie 11$. 
of Lake Erie, '10, 171. Gardner. J. L .. command, 

Ponat. N, D .• rauS. on federal Charlaton fON, '4': at-
tommunicationa, 196. tempt. to teCUfe ammunition. 

PoaWr. J, G., reporta J»'OIl'IIU '41: removed, 141. 
011 Sumter. '40; fony-m",- Garfield, J. A .. e1ec1ed Pfeaj-
bU epiIode. '41: expoea dent. J44; e.eeeinated, .14:4. 
"excitelnnlt" fake. 241. Garreuon, G_ A .. in Porto Rico. 

Pox, G, V .. expedition to n- J7J' 
lieve Fort. Sumter. ,65. ,66. Garruoa. WiUam Lloyd.. and 
'7" tbe L~. IBI, 

PratK:e. Id.tJemenl8 in America. G(J$p. commission, 9', oJ. 
4.5; and Enclandin America. Gatel, HOTatio. lupersed .. 

38, 
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Schuyier. IJI: at BehmWl" tion of Santo Do~, II: 
Hei,"hu, IJJ: increue of Port Done!.on; Lincoln s faith 
army. IJ4: 4epnves Amold in. 196; destruction ~f Holly 
of command. IJ4: terms pro- Springs depot, '96: ID com-
poeed to Burgoyoe, 139, 14.: mand before Vicksburg. 191: 
reputation. 14J: defeated At oppoain, force, ''19: naval 
Camden. 144· auxiliary. 300: futile o~-

c..rolusoinSpanishWar,J5S. tionlS, JOO-JOI; croues nver 
~ l.. King of England. 60. below Vicksburg. J~I; ~ 
Geor'ie 11., acoeuion, 61, Gibeon, 30'; abandons h,. 
Gee I II ion 77 bue, JO': vi~ in ~ of ra:e ., aooeu . '. V.·~"-bu"", ,o:J: --of Vreks-
Georjia, cbaner. 5: IIOCeIAIOn, ~":' 30:, rec:ei;;:-surrender 

~ne. Lord Georp. and of Vic:kaburg. 304: oomman-
loyal, dez--in-chief, J17: at ADtlO-istIS. 1'110. • ..... __ •• 

Gerinany, result of Thirty Yean' mattox, JJ 5-J4.; meetlDCWl 
War, 4. Lee, 336: ap..-ra

de
noe, 340. 

Gerrlab, Colonel, at Bunkei' J41: elected Pnsic nt. 34J: 
Hill. In, "5. Cuba. J48. 

Go _~._ m ..... · Lee's Gnt.ne F ......... oia Jo.epb Paul. 
tl,._6 ca, Cou~t d;.'>'visited by Wuh-
Dorthward march. 3°7: Fed- ·::r,on • • tt .. blockades mouth en! movemeDti, 309: Federal 
cavalry, J09; misuse of Con- 0 York iver, 147. 
federate cav.lry. J09, 310: Gmvea, Admiral. in oommand 
Meade displaoel Hooker, 31o. of British Beet at tbe Battle 
JII; foroes, 311: map, JI., of Bunkei' Hill, 106. 
t.ttle: fiN1. da" JIJ: topog- Greene, Christopher. at tbe 
raphy of field, J16; IIeCOIId battle of GuilfOrd. 14-t· 
day, position of forces, J 17; Greene. L.ieutenant. acc::ount of 
Lontl:treet and Lee, JI7, 318, fight with the Vir" .. .:o, :t84-
311; Round Top and Vattey, .87· 
319, po; Culp.'s Hill, Jll; Greene. Lieut.enaDt-ColoDel. at 
Pederal council. JJI: third Port Monroe, 2$1 
day, 311: Picket-t's attack, Greene. Nathani.el. joins army. 
314: Lee confesses error, Jl5; 99; at Jamaica Plailll. 10J. 
question of oounter-cbarge. Gregg, D. M .. c:avalry in Gettys-
Jls;Iosaes.JI6: Lincoln'sdi&- burx campalgD. JII. 
appointlQeDt. p6. Gftnvilk. George, ~ier, 81; 

Gibbon, John. In Gettysburg colonial policy,81: Stamp Act. 
_pa;gn. ,.6. 8., fall. 88 •• __ ._ 

Gilbert. Sir Humphrey. takes Gridley. Charles Vernon. IIl&IUIA 

poMCISSion of Newfoundland, Bay baule, 351-
IJ. Gridley, Richil.rd, at- Bunker 

Gill., J, P., Sumter relief eJ:- Hill, 10J., 104, 10$, III, 116. 
peditJon, ,66. Gridley, Samuel, at Dunkrr 

Gimat. Colonel, at the siege of Hill, 104. 
Yorktown, 141, Grierw:m. B. H .. raid. 30', 

Glm«tSkr in Spanish War, 369. Guadalupe-Hidalgo, u-ty of 
Gosnold, Barthoktmew.attempU ratified. 1C}6. 197, 

.eulernent on Massachu.ettl Guadtloupe captUred. 66. 
coast, 'J ~. captured by the C~ 

Grant, US, proposed anneu- sllItthmi. 15$-
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HALl.aclt. H. W., commander
in-chief, 294: Grant. 298, J02: 
Hooker. JIO. 

Hamilton. AJexander. at the 
liiege of Yorktown, 148. 

Hanc:oek, john, sloop Liberiy 
seized, 91; riots, 92: out· 
1a~. 102. 

Hancoclc, W. S.. in Gettys
burg CIUIlpaign, J II, J 14. J 1 5. 
3'S· 

Hardin. Colonel, at Buena Vista, 
20 5. 

Harmar, j Oliiah,expedition. '54. 
Harrison, Benjamin. elected 

President. Ii'" 
Harrison, W. .. and Tecumseh, 

ISS; elected President. lSI. 
Harvard College, foundation, J I. 
Harvey, john, governor of Vir· 

ginia, 34. 
Hawaii, annexation, I I; re

~blic, 345; annexed to the 
Uruted States, 346. 

Hawke, Sir Edward, sea-fight 
off Quiberon Bay. 64. 

Hayes. Rutherford B .. awarded 
Presidency, J44. 

Henry, Port, surrender, 213. 
Henry. Patrick. Stamp Act. .,. 
Herkimer, General. at the siege 

of Port Schuyler. 129. 
Herrent.. j. I' de, agamst an

Qualmn 0 Texas, 185. 
Higginson, Captain, Porto Rico 

campaign. J73. 
Higginson, Thomas Wentworth. 

quoted, liS. 
Highlands of the Hudson. de· 

fences, 1~9, 140. 
Hill, A. P .. In northern invasion, 

107. 308; at Beaver Dam 
Creek, 313; at Gettysburg, 
3". 3'.· 

Hill. Port, bastion blown up, J04 
Hohaon, R. P., sinking of 

MnriMtlC. 361. 
Holdup. Thomas. at Lake Erie, 

167· 
Holly Springs, destnteticm of 

federal ckpot, 296. 

Honduras, English settlement, ,. 
Hooker. Toseph, commands 

Anny o( the Potomac, 294; 
after Chancellorsville, J06; 
Lee's invasion, J08: pur· 
suit of Lee, J09: use of 
cavalry, J09: relieved of oom· 
mand, 310, JII. 

Han-utt cartures the PftUOt;It, I 56. 
House 0 Commons, member

ship, 85, 86. 
Howard. O. 0., in Gettysburg 
campa~, 3", 314, J17. 

Howell, J. A .• in Spanish War. 
358. 

Howe, Sir William, arrival at 
Boston. 102; in command at 
Bunker Hill. 106; aL Moulton's 
Point. 107; moves on Breed's 
Hm. III, I'J, 115. tl6: >'e' 
pulsed, 112. "3; bravery, 
"/: wounded, 11 5; Phila· 
de phia campaign. 122. 

Hubberton, battle at. 126, IJO. 
Hudson Bay Company, incor

porated. 43. 
Hudson. Henry, ascends the 

Hudson Ri\'er, ~o. 
HUII~ at Lake Ene, 163. 

ILLINOIS, admitted to the Union, 
180. 

Independence, Fon, 140, 141-
India, British ~ion. 66. 
Indiana admitted into the 

Union. 180. 
IndialW in Spanish War, 358, 

J 69- 37 2. 
I ndians, American, treatment 

of. 14, IS, 17, 18; distribu· 
tion of lmap) , 16; land pur
chases rom. 15. '7: early 
warfare with, 17. 21: price on 
heads, 20; massacre in Vir· 
ginia. 21, 22. 24, JO; period of 
peace, 21. 22; King Philip's 
War, 22, 23: treatment or 
priSOner'll, 23; relations with 
the Dutch, 25: with the Eng· 
Iish. 26: with the Fn:nch. 27. 
28, 29; praying, 45, 49, 50, 

I 

I 

INDEX 

/JIJaJt14 Maria Twuain Spanish 
'War, 359. 

Inflation BiU vetoed, J44. 
Ingalls. Rufus, at Apvomattox. 

JJ6'ad ••. h U-~. Iowa. mlSSlOD Into t e ...... , 
181. 

1(}fJJ(J in Spanish War, 358, 369-
J7 2. . 

Iroquois (Pive Nations). tnbes, 
25; friendship (or Dutch, 25; 
origin of hostilities to FTench. 
27; Frenchexpeditionagainst. 
28; nt.ids in Canada, '9; weak
ened, JO. 

/:sla M Cuba in Spanish War. 
m. 355· 

Isla M LIUOII in Spanish War, 

3"· IsTu M Martda~ in Spanish 
War, J55. 

JACI:ION, ANDREW. and Creek 
Indians, 156; seizes Pensacola, 
179: captures Spanish fort, S~. 
Mark's. 180; elected Presi
dent, 180. 181. 

Jackson, Fort, Farragut passes, 
29J; surrenders. 29"· 

jackson, Major, at Bunker Hill, 
u6. 

James I. grants patent to lon
don and Plymouth oompanies, 
'3· 

James II., King of England, 
SO· 

J amestown, settlement. 4, IJ. 
Jeffenon, Thomas, and Louis· 

iana purchase. 8; Lewis and 
Clark Expedition. 8; interest 
in westem exploration. 9; 
elected President. 154, 155· 

Jeffriell, Doctor, at Bunker Hill, 
IIJ. 

Johnson. Andrew, succeeds to 
the Presidency. 328. 

Johr.son. Colorie!, at Ticon· 
deroga. 135· 

johnson. President. impeach. 
ment, J4;J. 

johnson. Sir William, captures 
Fon. Niagara, 13, 74· 

johnston, western command. 
299; Vicksburg campaign, J02, 
J 0 4· 

JohlllltoWD flood, J45· 
Jones, D. R., and aWTender of 

Sumter, '71. 

KANSAS. civil war, 230; ad· 
mission into the Union, 2.31. 

Keamr, S. W., occupies New 
MeXICO. 192. 

KearSClrp and the AlabaltlD. 
327: lost, 345. 

Kentucky, admission into the 
Union, 154.. . 

Kilpttric:k. H. J .. ca\'alry 10 
Gettysb~ campaign .. 31!. 

King Georges Wa.r, begUUlUlg, 
61, 6J. 

King Philip (Pometacom), chier 
of the Wampanoaga, 45; at· 
tack on Swanzey, 46: at 
Pocasset, 47; returned to 
Mount Ho~, 55; death. 56. 
~ Philip's War. 22, 'J, 44-58. 
Kini Wilham's War. 59, 60, 6J. 
Kossuth. Louis. arrival Ul 

United States. ~30. 
Knowlton, Thomas, at Bunker 

Hill. 104, 109. 116; kj)J~ at 
Battle of Harlem Heights, ,., 

Kno'll:. Henry, at Bunker Hill, 
115: at Yorktown. 147, l.s. 

lAdy PmJOst at Lake Erie. 

"" La Fayette. Marquis de. at 
Yorktown, 14S· 

Lake Champlain. battle, 173-
179; los&ea, 179· 

Lake Erie. battle. 158-17': 
Perry victorious, 169; leases, 
170; prize monef. 171. 

Lamon W. H., viatt to Charles· 
ton, ~56"; unauthorized fltBte-
ments, 256. 

Lane, Henry S., at Buena Vista. , ... 
Langdon. Samuel, Pre!!ident of 

Harvard College, at Cam· 
bridge, 104· 

38, 



DECISIVE BATTLES OF AMERlCA 

Las Guasimas, battle, 365. 
La Salle, exploration.. 59. 

'" La.t~rop,. Captain, in KinI: Pba-
Ip. War, 48, 49· 

Laub, Henry'. at the battle of 
Lake Erie. 170. 

Laurens. John. at the IO~ of 
Yorktown. 14S; Commisumet" 
at the IlWTCllder of Cornwallis. 
'49· 

Lauwn, Duke de. at the siege 
of Yorkto1¥1l, 147. 

Lawmtu, at Lake Erie. 163. 
164, 168, 169. ItO . . _ 

Lawton, H. W .• in ~ War. 
. ,.,. '" . 
Learned. General. at Behmus' 

Heights, 134. 
Lee, Captain. and sun-ender of 

Sumter, ~71. 

Charleston to Clinton, 144: 
at Yorktown. 147. 

Lincoln. Captain. at Buena 
V .. ..a. :10:1. 

Lincoln. Robert T .. at Appo
mattox. l.37. 

Lin., at Lake George. 175. 
176. 

L'[ruur","" captured by the 
,GCJMkllOIi-o,.. 154. 

LtUII Belt at Lake Erie, 16J. 
Locomotive. first. lSI. 

Lombardini. Manuel, at Buena. 
Vista. :101. 

Long hland. battle, 119. 
Longstreet, Jamea. rejoins Lee. 

~07: disapproves of northern 
Ulvasion, J01: dispute with 
Lee. JI7, liS, lU; at Gettys. 
burg, JIS. J~o; expected 
counter-suoke. 3'5. 

Louis XIV. attempted consoli
dation of Spain and Prance, 
5.8. 

Louis XVI. execution, 154. 
Louisiana. purcltue. 8. 1'5: 

settlement, 60; ftUocnaon 
of, to France. 154; admission 
b,lto the Union, 155: seces· 
MOn, :lJI. 

Loyalists. views, 91: ~ted, 
9S; at Bmton, 106: in British 
army, no; in Tryon County, 
129. 

Lee. R. E .. occupies Winchester. 
'94: enter'l Pennsylvania.:l94; 
considered unconquerable. 
306; anny at ill best. 3070 
Dorthem invuion. 307; mis· 
UM: of cavalry, 309: force in 
Gettys~ campaign. 3 I ~; 
battle, finii day. 313; seoond 
day. positioD, 317; rejects 
LOngstreet ', advwe. J'1' 
J'S; third day. J21: Pic"etts 
Charge. J:l4; eonfesaes error. 
J25; retreat. J:l6; at Appo
mattox, 1Iln'eDCier. 328, JJS-
341: death. J4J. McCUII.1.A.N, G. B., command-

LeWis and CJ&rk expedition. S. er·in-cb.iet', Pederal armies. 
ISS. :l7J; force. :114; his IlUperion. 

Lincoln.Abraham,elected Presi- :l1S. 
~t, :lJI.: Sumter, '72; call McCJernand, John A. B., in 
.... militll, '7J: protectioD command before Vicksburg. 
01 WaahiDgton. :175; Vi,- :11)8' placed under Gra t :I" 
.. • .. 10. '70'. ,., •• m' ~--' . V' 0 , ; ... unu>. in JCbt\;llmpaign. l0:l, 
;Z6: Lee', invaaion, J08; M,CMil«h in. nidi. War, l54 
oo~i.. ~oS . 310: failure Mudonough. mas. Jr-. at 

to ......... Lee, J:l6, J27: Lee's Lake Champlain, 173: &c. 
IlUrreades-. 34:1: ~Iected count of battle, '76-17S; 
President. J17: • .. Minated, te&timonials, 179. 
J:l8. At~i(J" captured by the 

Lincoln, Ben,·amin. and Stark. U-""· S .. .. 
Be. H 

>nono ...... 1. ISS· 
130; at mus' eights,IJS; McKee, Colonel. at Buena Vista. 
wOunded. IJS; sw-rendet's :105. 

388 

I INDEX 

McKinley Tariff Bill. passed. 

MlM~ley, William. elected 
President. J4S; Spain. l46; 
Cuba. 348; declares war. " .. McLawa, Lafayette. in GettY'" 
burg campalgTl. l i S. 

McPhenon, James B.. Vicks· 
burg campaign. ~9Q· 

McRea, Jenny. murdered, lJi. 
1 3.1 • 

MarulOn. James, elected Presi· 
dent. ISS. 156_ 

Maine admitted into the Union. , ... 
Mai .. blown up. 346. J49· 
Manhattan bland pW"Cha.!ied. 

15. 30. 
Manila. naval battle. l51-J55: 

Dewey'. command. JSI; 
Montojo'" J"5I; first $hot. 
l5:1: map. lS3: Spanish sur
render. 354: capture of city, 
l56. 37l· 

Manning. J. L., and surrender 
of Sumter. 27 I. 

Marcy, W. L .• ~lan of operations 
~aiDlit MeXICO. IS9· 

Mane Antoinette. execution. 
1 54. 

Marquette, Jacques., on Missis
sippi. 43, 63. 

M~Uls d# D,.",.o in Spanish 
W",. ",. 

Maryland, settlement. 31. 
MasOn, John. in Pequot War. 

38. 39, 40. 4:1· 
M8.&0n. J. M., confederate com· 

miaaioner. UPtu~;'l~J' 
MasS6Ch.ueUs In S . War, 

J5S, J6c}. 
MUsaetiusetts. war with Pe

quots, l3-41; King Philip's 
War, 45-5S: charter annulled, 
93; military government. 95: 
conscription, 1:10. 

Maximilian, Archduke, assumes 
crown of Mexico,3:17; capt
ured and shot. 143. 

Meade. George Gordon. com· 
mands Army of Potomac, 

:194, 311: c~ aDd ap
pearance. J II; fOf"OCl under, 
J I I: reliaQee in Reynolds, J II : 
at Gettysburg, tim day. JIJ: 
seoond day. position of forelllJ. 
J16. J17: ri1idrua:bt council. 
JU; third day. "l:u1p's Hill. 
3:11: Pickett', attack. 3:14: 
question of oount.er-<haI'ge. 
l'S: Lee', retreat, l:l6; 1o&8es. 
J:l6: Lincoln's disappoint
ment, 3:16. 

Meade. R. K .. aod removal to 
Sumter. :151. 

Mercer. Samuel , on Sumter ~ 
lief expedition. :167· 

.U",.,-iJlla&,consuuction, 276: at
tack on Federal veseels. :177; 
fight with .UtnliWr, :178. 

Mrrrinf«, lIinkmc of, J60. 361. 
Merritt, Wesley, in Gettys

burg campaign. 11_ I; at Appo
mattox. 337: at Manila. 373· 

Mt'xiean War. C8u.es. 183: pop
ular movement. ISS. IS6; 
Taylor in Tex&5. IS6; ad· 
vances to Rio Grande. 187: 
first skirmish, IS8; Polk's war 
meBSaZC. ISS: wlLr legislation. 
IS8; Polk's sincerity. 189: 
Slillell's mission. IS9: pur
chase of California, 189; map 
(IS"'~18 .. 8). 191; occupation 
of New MeXICO and Cali
fornia, 19:1; Wool's expedi· 
tion. 19:1; Doniphan's ex
oeditio.n. 19~: .frietion. 19:1: 
'raylor s campa~. 193; plan 
agaimt city of Mexico. 194: 
Vera Cruz. '940 advance on 
City of Mexico. 195: first 
mission. 195; bnbe to Santa 
Anna. 195; armistice. 195: 
futile negotiatioDli. HJ6: r&

call of Trist. 196; City of 
Mexico occupied. 196; treaty 
of Guadalupe-Hidalgo, 196 : 
ratified. _197: Buena Vista. 
'98-,OZ.: Vera Cru..z, :loA. :109: 
Cerro Gordo, :109-:111: Con· 
trenlS. 211-2140 Churubusco, 
215-120; MollDO, Del Rey. 
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220-225: Chl'lpultepec, 225-
229; Cj~y of Mexico occupied, 
229· 

Mexico, City ~f, occll.pied. 182, 
229; campaIgn against, 190, 
193: captured. 196. 

Miami Indians, defeat St. Clair, 
154; defeated by General An· 
thony Wayne, 154. 

MichiJan, admission into the 
Uruon, 181. 

Miles, N. A., in Spanish War, 
36J' 372; Porto Rico cam
paJgll, 373; charges of mal
administration of army. 

"'-Miles. N. p .. lUId surrender of 
Sumter, 27'. 

Minnesota, admission into the 
Union, 230. 

Minuit. Governor, purchased the 
island of Manhattan. IS, 

Mississippi, admitted into the 
Union, 180; secession. 231. 

MissQuri Compromise, 180; re
pealed, 230. 

Molasses Act, in effect. 82; aim, ',-Molino Del Rey, battle, 220-
22$. 

MOfIdor fight with the Vir
girlia, 27S, 281-.,8,. 

Monmouth, battle, 144. 
"Monroe Doctrine" announced, 

180. 
Momt:le, James, elected Presi· 

dent. 180. 
Montana, admission into the 

Union, liS, 

Morgan. Danjel. at Behmus' 
~eight!l. '33, '37· 

Morgan. M. R .. at Appomattox. 
336. 

Moseley, Captain. in King 
Phihp's War. 49. 

?tfoultne, Fort, condition, 240; 
guns spiked. 254; occupied by 
state forces, 255. 

N"APoLSON J. sells LouisiaM. 8. 
Narraganset [ndlans. and Pe

quot war, 32-35; King Philip's 
War. 45. 51-54, 57. 

Nebraska, admission into the 
Union. 343. 

Nevadn. admission into the 
Union, 327. 

New Amsterdam founded. 4. 
Newhall, Colonel, at Appo

mattox, 335. 342. 
New Hampshire, settlement, 30; 

oonscription, 120. 
New Haven purchased. 17. 
New Jersey established. 43. 
New Orleans. settlement. 60: 

Farragut's expedHion against, 
'90-294 

New }'ork in Spanish War. 358. 
Niagara, Fort. captured. 73. 74. 
Nfugoro at Lake Erie. 163. 170. 
Ni:'ton, John, at the battle of 

Bunker Hill, 113. 
NoaiJles, Viscount de. at the 

siege of Yorktown, 149. 
North Carolina, sece:s.sion. 273. 
Nonh Dakota. admission into 

the Union, 345. 
Norton, Doctor, discovery of 

anresthetics, 182. Montcalm, !"Mquis de, CApture 
of Fort William Henry, 63: 
stand at Quebec, 69; forces, O'BRIEN,LntUTBNANT,atBuena 
69, 70: polley of defence, 72, Vista, 200. 

73; meets Wolle, 76; defeat Ohio. admiss.ion into the Union. 
and death, 16. 155, 

Monterey, capture. '93, '98. Oklahoma opened.. 345, 
Montyomery, Port, 139, 140. Oldham. JOhn. killed. 34, 36. 
Jd"ontojo. Admiral. Manila Bay Olympia m Spanish War. 3S" 

battle. 351, 354· O~ in Spanish War, 359. 
Montreal. captured. 77· 370-371. 
Moore. Major, ktlled at the Oril. E. O. C .. at Appomatto"lt, 

battle of Bunker Hill, 113· 331. 
JOo 

INDEX 

On:~n, admission into the 
Union, 23" 

Ongon, in Spanish War, 358; 
voyage around the Hom. 360; 
in battle off Santiago. 369-
370 . 

Oregon, Spain cedes claim, 9; 
joint occupation. 9: annexa
tion, 10, 

Ostend manifesto. draw up. 341. 
Otis. James. nnd "writs of as· 

sistance," 8J. 

Philippine Islands, United States' 
possession, 1 I. 

Pickens, F. W.. request (or 
Sumter. 248; removal to 
Sumter, 254. 

Pickett, G. E" charge at Getty&
burg. J IS. J23, J24' 

Pico. Pio. faction 1Il California, 
19°, 

Pierce. Franklin. elected Presi· 
dent, 230. 

Pigot, Sir Robert, at Bunker 
Hill. 106. 

PALO ALTO, battle of, 193. Pillow, Fort, stonning. 327.. 
Panama Canal, construction, Pillow, Gideon )., at Vera Cruz, 

344. 208; at Contreras, 211; at 
Parker, Ely. at Appomattox. Churubusco, 215. 

337. Pinckney, Castle. condition. 239; 
Parsons, Usher, at the battle of OCCUPied by Anderson. ~47: 

Lake Erie. 168. occupied by state forces, 255. 
Paterson. General. at Prospect Pitcairn, Major. shot at Breed's 

Hill (1775), 103 ; at Bunker Hill. 116. 
Hill. 108. . Pitt. Fort. built, 74. 

Peacock captured by the Hor1UlI, Pitt. William, in British cabinet. 
156. 63; naval activity. 64. 66: 

Pemberton, ). C.. Vicksburg demands enforcement of reo 
campaign. z99; besieged. 304: strictive laws in the colonies, 
surrenders. 304. 83· 

Penn, William, purchases Ban Pizarro, conquest of Peru. u. 
Jersey, 59. Plains of Abraham. battle, 75· 

Pequots. war with Massachu- Pla.ssey, battle of, 64. 
setts colony, ]2; killing of 'P1easanton, Alfred, in Gettys· 
Stone. 3J. 34, 36; murder of burg campaign. 309· 
Oldham, 3~, 36; Narraga.nset Poca.nokets. 566 Wampanoags. 
alliance. 35. 36: settlements Polk. James K., elected Presi-
alt.acked. 37. capture of forts. dent. 181; war message, 
39,41; exterminated, 41, ISS; Texas boundary, 18S; 

Pe!"'Y, Oliver Huard. battle of Slidell's mission. 189: ag-
Lake Erie, 156; boyhood. 1 S8; gressiveness, 189: policy of 
at Lake Erie. 160; command. conquering a peace, 189; 
163; shifh flag, 164: victory, plan of. operations, 1~9. '90, 
167; message. 169: ]osses.110; 194: rnctIon. 192; Tnst, IQ6; 
treatment of pnsoners. 171; accepts treaty, 197; Cuba. 
promotion. 171; prize money, 341, 
171 . Ponce de Leon, Juan, voyage 

Petersburg. siege of. 327, to Florida. " . 
Petr6l in tipanisb War. 351. Pomeroy. Seth, at Bunker Hill. 
Pettigrew. ). J., a.nd Ander. lOS, 111. 

son. 254: Pickett's charge. Pometacom. St6 Kin~ Philip. 
324. Poor, Enoch, at Behmus' 

Philadelphia, meeting of colonial Heights, 136. 
de1egates (1774), 94. Porter, David D., at the battle of 

JO' 



DECISIVE BATTLES OF AMERICA 

New Orleans, 292; Viebburg 
campaign. 300. J04-. 

Porter~ Pitz·John. report. on 
Charleaton 6arbor forti, '42. 

Porter. Horaoe. at Appomattox. 
336. 337· 

POri Gibson. baLtle. 302. 
Port Hucbon. Banb' expedition 

against. 305. 
Pen Royal. in Acadia. founda· 

tion. 63· 
Port Rofal. Sova Scotia. cap" 

ured. 6]. 
PrtbW at; Lake George. 176, 

179· 
PresCoU. Lieutenant, nephew 

of Colonel Prescott. killed at 
battle of Bunker Hill. 115. 

Preec:ott. William, at Bunker 
Hill, 103: fortifiN Breed', 
Hill, lOS: bravery. 107: re
inforced. 107: offen com· 
mand to Warn:n, 109: re
pullet Howe, III, 113: re
tftIIt. 116. 

P,.sidna. ficbt with l.Utl. &11. 
155· 

PmUt. Sir Georze. at Lab 
Champain .• 7$. 178. 

Pride-.uz. Brigadier. eqJedition 
1.0 Niapra. 7., 73· 

Proctor. Redfield. apeec:h on 
Cuba. ]49. 

Pryor, R . A., and 'lU1'ODder of 
Samtel'. 27 I . 

Put.nam. I.sraeI. joins army. 99: 
at Cambridge. 10J; at Bunker 
Hm. 104. 107 . loS. 112. 115. 
117: at. the HicblaDck. III; 
at PeebkiD. 140. 

Qu_.&C, .euIed. 4. 13, .63: act. 
6: t"l811 by Enclilb. ]0: 
WoUe', expedit.ion apiDst, 
66j _Moa~ at. 69: lUO.nc· 
bota. 70: nvet' protectIOn. 
70, 7': delenaive foree. 71: 
"""'"" of ...... '" pial .. of 
Atnham. 75;-'-":, 76; IUI'
reader, 76. 

<J-n ........ -.. .... 
QueeD AnDe', War. 60. 6J. 

QMmt CJ.Drlc& at Lake Erie, 
163. 

Quitman. John A., at Vera 
Cru&. 101. 

Ralftp! in ~ W::iJ&I. 
R.aJeir:h. Sir Walt.er. 'tioo 

to 'North CaroUoa. 1 J
a..wliD1. GeDeraI. at Appomat-

tox. JJ6, J37· 
ReconstNctioo Act, ~. 
_ ,,,. 
Reed. James. at BUDker Hill. 

107, 116. 
RnlflJ Crislif16 in SpuUab. War. 

354. 355· 
Resaca de Ia Palma. be.ttle. 193 
Re\'Olutioo. American, primary 

c&,,-, 79: Samuel AClama u 
factor, 95: outbreak. 99: mili· 
tary p~tionl. 100. 

ReynOlds. JGM E.. in Getty&. 
burg campqpa, J"; death. ,., 

~.V.rae1.at EI c-n-, J66ft. 
Rhett. R_ B .. Jr .. and" ADder· 
~', removal to Sumter, '51. 

Rhode Illand. ~, 17: 
llettlement. 3 ': battle 01. 144. 

R.iedeteI. General. at TiooDde· 
toga, 124. 126. 

Roaiioke foland •• ", ...... "". 
ment. '3; captured .• 88. 

Rocbamt-u. Count do, at 
Williamsb~ (1781). 146. 

R.oo.evelt. 1'beodOn. and the 
navy. 357: Rough Riden, 
362: SaDiPlOD'SchIey conuo
ven,:. J.76. 

Rot&, M.a:)Of'. commJ.ioaer at. 
the awTender of Conl1rallia, 
149· 

Rowan. S. C .. and Sumter nUef 
e~tion, :166. 

Ruffin. Edmund, opeoa ftre OD 
Sumter •• 67. 

Sr. AUGUSTIN_, founded, 13. 
St. Clair. Arthur. at TiOon· 

derop. 113; defeat, 124: put. 
,!MId by British. ..6; cWeat. 
by IIiaini ludiam, 154. 
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St. Leger. Colonel, .tep of Pore. at Fort Edward. u6; pn:j. 
Schuyler, 1'9: retreat. 1]2. udic:es against. 12 7: prot:-

S. u_~_ C 80 lamation. 11iI8; . U/1: ....... by ......... ca ,I. 
St. Paul in ;;paDiah War. J6o. Gates. IJI; at Sti 'IVa\e!'.128; 
St. Simon. Marquis de. at the and ArnOld. 129: exonerated. 

dece of yorlrtOllm, 147· 143· 0_._ ._ t Schwan. 'I'beodonI. in Porto """'U. tettocOVD • 30. 
......... W. T. ",mmand.J,s, Ri<o. J71 .. 

.....:b for Cerven'saquadron, Scott, WinfleJ.d. plan of opera. 
159: blockade of cout of tions ~t Mexico. 189: 
Cuba. 359: batdeoff Santiago. c:omman(ts Ye1ican expedi· 
36c)-J71: Sc:hJey C:ODtroveny. dOD. 194: bribe to San.~ 
,,). Anna .• os; ......-I ...... 

SaD UIUl d'l]lbt., Fori.. 208. lice. IlJS. 196: c&pllU'M Vera 
San uaD Hill. baule, J65. Cruz. 195. 208. 209: Cerro 
San\a AlUla, at Buena Vista. Gordo, 109; Conueta.. 111-

'94• 19Ho7; bribe, 19.5: abo 214: Churubusco. II 5-UO; 
dkates. 11)6; at Cerro Gordo, MoliDo del Ref. no-us: 
109: at Contreru, '11-214;&t Chapultepe<:, 1125-219: oc-
CburubdlClO. us-no; at cupJeS the Cit.Y of Medco. 
Molmo Del .Key, :no-uS: 219: advDes refn!on:emcnt 01 
Cbapultepee. ns-u9. CharlelJtoD Harbor 101Ui. '36; 

Saat.ia&o do Cuba. Cervera', inaccurate ,t..t.ement of f~ 
aqu&aron at, 360; blockade, 1]7: Fox', plan of relief. 
J61: IiDkiDcof MwriMQC:, J61: ,6S: aucceede<I by McCWlarI. 
pft1*J'&tioDl 0( anny aplOlt. '73· 
J6I: voyage and )and1nc of SedgWick. John. in Geuy.bura: 
army._J~~: LuGuuimu. cam~. 311. 316. 
365: EI • ]65: San Juan Sedition ct.~ .. '54· 
Hill, 366-]68: map. 367: Seminole War. beginning. 180; 
navaJ battle, 369-371' ,ur- termination •• 81. 
render.J72:condjtion~army Seven Yean' War. beginniD&. 
373: retunl of ~. ] 3· 63· 

Santo Do~, an- SeWard. W. H .. pun::haee of 
nenOOn WIth nited Statee. Alaska. II: Dt.n.iIb W.t 
II . India Islandi, II. 

Suatop. battle (1777). 120- Shafter, W. R .. Santiqo earn-
14]. paip. ]6J. J64, J65· 369, 37'-

5orrJlota at Lake Georp, 17 S. SM__ captW'a the Cdt'.w· 
176, 178, 179· <>LTu~.· R!~Uion in ........ Saaftden. AdiniraI, at liege of i31 ... 

~.66.67.68.lN;l.71.H U8ett.&. 153: ,uppre.ion. 
Savannah, fourided. 61 154· 
Saybrook. Port. beSeaguered. 37. Sheridan. P. H. at Appomattox. 

la, 40. 330. 33'· 3J4. 335, 33 6. ]41 
SeMey. W 5 .. 8ying lIquadron. Sherman, William T .. at Buena 

J511: search for Cervera's Vista. 202. 204. 206: and Me· 
Iquadron. 359-161: battle off Clernand. '9a: in Vtcbburg 
Santiago. 370; SnmpeoD con· campaign. 299. 301: ma~ 
tfQ,·eny. 375 on Atlanta. 3'7: 0CC\IPIeI 

Sclauyler. Fort. relief. I2Q Charleston. 327. 
Schuyler, Philip, command. !l0; Shield ... James, at Vera Cru. 
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208: at Contreras, 2"; at 
Churubusco, 211. 

Sickles. D. E .. in Gettysburg 
campaign • .311, 317. 

Sigsbee, C. D., in Spanish War. 
.3 60. 

Simmons, Colonel, at Benning
ton, 1.3 I. 

Six Nations (Indians), in coun
cil. 114, 1.32. 

Skene, Philip K., Council at 
Castleton. J 21 . 

Slavery, introduced into Vir
Jinia. 30; enlistment, 121; 
Importation prohibited. 155. 

Slidell. John, mi!l.sion to Mexico, 
189: captured, '73. 

Slocum. H. W., in Gettysburg 
campaign . .311, 311. 

Small, Major, at Bunker Hill, 
"3· 

Smith, C. H., at Appomattox, 
33" 

Smith, GeneT8.l, at Contreras, 
213 . "4· 

Smith. Pen;ifer. at Contreras, 
212. 

Smith, John. on American In
dians, '7, 

Smith, Kirby, at Molino del 
Rey, 221; at Vicksburg. 299. 
.3°4· 

South Carolina, secession, '31. 
South Dakota. admission Into 

the Union, J4S. 
Spain, territorial growth in 

America, 2 • .3,4; loss of terri
tory. 5: and England in 
America, 6; colonial revolu
tion. 9: cedes claim to Oregon, 
9; in Cuba, 345. 

Spanish War, causes, 341-349; 
war declared . .350: Dewey at 
Manila. 351-.356; naval prep
aration, 357: comparative 
naval fol"Ce$, 358. 359: block· 
ade of Cuba. 359: Santiago 
campaign. 360-369: maps, 
36,,3,1: naval battle. 36C)-
3~2; surren~er. 372: Porto 
RIco campaign, 373: capture 
of Manila. 373, 314: army 

investigation, 314: Sampson_ 
Schley controversy. 375. 316. 

Specie Payment, resumption, 
344· 

Speedlove,J\.tajor, killed at 
Bunker Hill, 115. 

Spottsylvania Court - house, 
battle, 321. 

Stamp Act, proposed, 84: first 
reception of proposal, 85: re_ 
sistance, 88; repeal urged, 
89: repealed, 89' 

Stanwix, Fort, Siege, I ~9. 
Stan""ix. John, sent to sUCCOr 

Pittsburg, 13, built Fort 
Pitt, I'. 

Stark, ohn. joins anny, 99: 
at Medford, 103; at Bunker 
Hill. 101, 116: insubordina_ 
tion, 1.30; at Benning!:on, 130, 
IJ1; censured by Congress, 
134; promoted, 135, 

Star of tJw West expedition, 256, 
Stillwater, battle of, 119. 
Stockton, R. F .. in California. 

192, 
Stuart. J. E. B" and Lee's north

ward march, J09; raid during 
Gettysburg campaign, 309, 
310: Gettysburg, 323. 

Stuyvesant, Peter, and Swedish 
settlers, 42 . 

Sumter. Fort. condition, 240. 
244; state demands, 248: 
Anderson removes to, 2.,51-
2:;.3: flag-raising, 254: Star 
ot /Jut West expedition, 256: 
annament, 262; bombard· 
ment, 267: surrenders, 211. 

"Swamp Fight," King Philip's 
War, p. 56. 

Swedes occupy the Delaware 
River, 4. 

Sykes, George, in Gettysburg 
campaign, 311. 

TARRNTKBNS (Eastern Indians). 
and King Philip's War. So. 

Tarleton, Bannstre, at the siege 
of Yorktown. 147. 

Taylor, Dick. at Vicksburg. 
30 4. 

394 

, , 

, 

INDEX 

Taylor. H. C" in Spanish War. 
3~· . 

Taylor, Zachary, at Buena Vista. 
182' in Texas, 186; advances 
to 'Rio Grande. 187: first 
skirmish. 188; captw:es MC?n. 
terey, 193: plans against City 
of Mexico, 194: at Buena 
Vista, 194, 198-307; elected 
Pt'esident, 229; death, 230. 

Telephone, invention, 344. 
Tennessee. a.dmission mto the 

Union 154; secession, ~13· 
Territory, European claims in 

Amenca. 2, 4, 5. 6: map of 
growth. 3: of the United 
StA.tes. 7-12. 

Ts:«JS in Spanish War. 3S8, 370 • 

37 1 . • 
Texas. rival CJaI~<;. 9: o~xa· 

tion, 10; republtc proclanne,d. 
181' revolution. 181; admlS
sio~ into the Union. 181; an
nexation. 18J: cause of Mc.xi
can War, 184; secession, 23" 

Thirty Years' War, result, 4· 
Thomas. John, at Bunker Hill, 

102, III. 
Thompson. Waddy, and an

nexation of Texas. 183, 18,. 
Thomson, Charles, and Wash

ington's letter on the capitula
tion of Comwalis, 150. 

Ticonderoga, battle of. 124, 
Ticonderoga, Fort. defence, I2J. 
Ti&onckrogrl at Lake George, 

175, 116, 119· 
Tilghman. L,eutenant - Colonel, 

bearer of despatches to Con
gress on surrender of Corn
wallis at Yorktown. 149· 

Toral. Jose, sUlTenders &mtiago. 
3]'· . 

Tones. 56if Loyabsts. 
Townshend. Charles. revenue 

scheme. 90. 93: tax measures 
repealed. 91 . 

Treat, J\.lajor. and King Philip's 
War, 4Q, 52. 

Treaty of Ghent. 119· 
Treaty of Paris, 77. 
Treaty of Utrecht, 60. 63. 

Treaty of Washington, J43· 
Trescot. W. H .. on Floyd and 

reinforcement of forts. 241, 
24~; demand for Sumter, 
249; removal to Sumter. 
255· 

Trist, N. P . , mission, 19S; Scott, 
195; first negotiatlo?S, '96; 
recalled, but negotiates a 
treaty. 19.6. '91· 

Tryon, William, burns Con
tinental Village, 14 J. 

Twiggs, David Emanuel, at 
Cerro Gordo, 209: at Churu
busco, 215. 

Tyler, John, sucoeeds to the 
Presidency, 181. 

UtHTi!:O STATES. territorial 
power, 1-9: buys Loui~iana. 8; 
occupies West Flonda, 8; 
territorial rivalry with Great 
Brit./lin, 9; acquires Spanish 
possession, II; independence 
recognized. 143. '53; dispute 
with Spain (1185). 153: de
clares war with Great Britain, 
155: with Tripoli, I~S; su
pTlmUlcy on Lake Ene. '1~; 
treaty with Spain, 180; war 
with 'Mexico. 181: treaty with 
Great Britain. 182; war with 
Spain (1898), 350. 

Unded Staks captures the 
M(U;eMniaK. 155. 

Upham. A. P .. and Mexil'lO, 184, 
185. 

Utah, admission into the Union. 
345· 

VAN BURItN. MARTIN. elected 
President, t8l. 

Van Dom. Earl. destruction of 
Hollr SpJi~ de~t. 296, 

Vane, Sir Henry, Governor of 
Massachusetts, 32. 

Volasco in Spanish War. lS5· 
Venezuela boundary dispute. 

345. 346. 
Vera Cruz captured. 195· 
Versailles, Peace of. '53' 
Vicksburg, and destruction of 
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HoUy ~B:! dep:lt. 296; 
Sbennan. t.a:ilure. 297; Alc· 
CIernaDd'. command, 297: 
Grant'. command, 298: topog
raphy, 298, 299: Confederate 
foreo, 299: Pederal force, 1I99: 
t.eatativeoperatlODS. 300; tun
nins the batteries, 301; Grant 
cn:ues rivu below. 302; Fed
eral victories in rear. 302; 
~.30J,304j'U1Tender'J04, 
~, 304: bombatdmCnt, 

d,::iJ V , Jpa.cio de "ora y, at 
Buma Vista. 202. 

VtlI. &. Pans, De Grasse'. flag
thip. 146. 

Virrinia admitted (by procl .... 
mation) into tbe Uruon. 294-

VWti_ affair, 48· 
Vir,s.w. ~ "}rrriMat". 
Virginia, slavery introduced. 

JO; crown COlony, JO; .ec:o.
lion. 17J. 

V':"":"'NI capt~d. 343. 
V ... in ~ War. 369. 
V.eG)'O ill ~ War. J59. 

J7 1, 37.· 

at Princeton, 119, 121: at 
batUe of the BtaDdywiDe, 
1'9; at Germantown, 119; 
at Mot'li$town, 121; Phila
delphia cam~. 121, 122; 
confen .,tb COngreu. 123; 
con5de11c:e in Schuyler. 137; 
k-. of Philadelphia, 143: 
at Williarnsbur&, 145: at 
Yorktown, 147 - 149; elect
ed President, 154: death. 
154. 

Washington. D. C., _t of 
government. 154. 

Wasp captuta the F,. •. ISS. 
Wl\yne. Anthony. defeats Miami 

Indiana. 154. 
Weedon, GeOrge, at the siege of 

Yorktown, 147. 
Welles. Gideon, Secretary of 

the Navy, 291. 
West, Captain. bought tbe site of 

Richrnond. Va .. IS· 
Weat India, France. Spain, and 

Eagland,. in. s. 
Wev1er Y Nicola\!.. Valeriano. in 

Cuba, 348. 
Wheeler, ]o.eph. in 5pIUIiah 

Wat. 364. 
W ... .,.woaTR. CAPT ... IN. IUD- Whiskey Insurrection in Phila-

tn.hed. $4. delphia, '54. 
Walker, Captain. at the battle Wi£falJ, L. T .•• t the .umender 

of BUIlker Hill. III. 01 Sumt.el". 270, '71. 
Wam~ 5Poeanoketa) and Wilcox. C. Y., and Pickett's 

KiDe Philips War, 44-58. cluuge. 324. 
Ward. Ane:rnas, in command. Wildemea, bAttle of the, 3'7. 

99: at Bunker Hill. 10J. 107, WilkiuoD,james.c::ommiaaiooer 
108. 115. 14J. 

WarDeI'. Colonel. at T'1OO'Il- Willett, Marinus. at. the siege 
deropl. 116. 118. of Fort &:huyler, u9· 

Wamm, Gouverneur K., at William Hemy. Fort, captured, 
Getty.l?urg. 31q 321. 6J. 

Warren, jame.,;mlll army.9Q: William III., death. 60. 
PrelideDt of the Provincial Williaml. Kajor, killed at Bun-eoncr- of ..... ebuetu, ker Hill, II S· 
108: • volunteer at the bIlttle Williaml, Gen. Seth, at A~ 
of Bunker HDt. 109: killed, mattox. 3.16, 337. 
116. William., Roger. pw-chue of 

Waahinrton, adnUabn into the Rhode Itland. obtailll pat.eat 
Urzion. 345- from Parliament, 41 

Wallington, GeorRe. siege of W"~IWo.. jc.iah. GovCl'DOl' of 
Bo.ton. 119: at Trenton. 119: Plyrooq\h. 52. 
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INDEX 

WiKonsin, admitted into the 
UElioo, "9· 

Wolfe, james, Clxpedition 
&pinst Quebec, 66; career 
and charac\el", 66, 67: forces. 
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